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YO THE RIGHT HONORABLE, 
MY VERY GOOD LORD, 


The Lord Burghley, 


Lord Treaſurer of ENGL AaN Dd, Knight of the 


 Homonrable Order of the Garter, and Maſter 
of her Majeſties Court of Wards and Liveries. 


Sql [ 15 now, Right Honorable, thirty years ſince 
| 1 preſented to your Lordſhip and the lace 
Earl of Leiceſter my Lord and Maſter,the Hi- 
{tory of (ommines rudely traniJated into our 
vulgar tongue, the which of later times at 
the requeſt of the late Lord Chancellor, Sir 
briſtopher Hatton, I peruſed anew, and en- 
larged with fuch- Notes and Pedegrees as ſeemed neceſlary, as 
well for explanation as (in ſome few places) for correttion of 
the Hiſtory. Since his death, certain Gentlemen to whoſe hands 
the Book happened to come, took ſo great pleaſure and delight 
therein, that they determined to put it to the Preſs, ſuppoling it 
a great diſhonour to our Nation, that ſo worthy an Hi'tory be- 
ing: extant in all Languages almoſt in Chriſtendom, thould be 
ſuppreſſed in ours. Notwithſtanding their reſolution, they for- 
bare of curteſte to put it in execution till their purpoſe thould 
be made known to me. Andalbeit that I alleaged many reaſons 
why in my conceit. Books of this nature, treating of Princes ſe- 
crets, were unfit to be publiſhed to the vulgar fort, the rather 
becauſe the Author in ſome places ſeemeth to be of that opinion 
himſelf : yet none of my reaſons could prevail, bur they conti- 
nued in their former determination ; adding thereunto, thar 
others befide my ſelf had taken pains in this Hiſtory, and though 
I of peeviſhneſs would ſuppreſs my labours, yet they would not 
ſuppreſs theirs. So that would Inould I, to the Preſs the Book 
mult go, being already warranted by-publick Authority there- 
unto. [I ſeeing the matter advanced thus far, thought 1t no time 
to draw back any longer, but in the end took the burthen upon 
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my felf, doubting 1t I had done otherwiſe, both the blemiſhing 
of the Hiſtory, wherein I may boldly ſay, that I have more tra- 
velled than any man that hath entermedled therewith ; and alſo 
that rhe work ſhould be pretented to ſome Patron that had no in- 
tereſt therein. Wherefore having again examined it, and freed 
ic from ſome faults that me thought fir to be reformed : I have 
preſumed co publiſh it under the protetion of your Lordſhips 
honourable name, to whom of right it appertaineth in many 
reſpe&s. Firſt, becauſe the Author thereof was a Noble-man, 
one of your own Coat, the wilſeſt, and the beſt acquainted with 
all matters of State of any man in his time. Whereunto I add, 
that he continued a Counſellor ſucceſſively to ſo many French 
Kings, that he was repured one of. the ancienteſt Counſellors in 
Chriſtendom at his death, wherein your Lordſhips fortune is 
not only correſpondent, but hath alſo ſurmounted his. Secon- 
darily, your Lordſhip hath the antient ritle to 1t, and laftly the 
right of Survivor caſtech it upon you by courſe of Common- 
Law. Wherefore all theſe circumſtances well confidered (my 
particular duties alſo not forgotten) I thought it a kind of Sacri- 
lege to ſufter your Lordſhip to be robbed of your right. May it 
therefore pleaſe you to receive this Hiſtory into your honoura- 
ble prote&ion as your own, as well in regard of the Author, be- 
ing a man of ſuch condition as above 1s rehearſed ; as alſo of 
the work treating of that ſubje& wherewith your Lordſhip ar 
this day 1s better acquainted than any man living : and laſtly 
in reſpe& of your own Title thereunto. Which no whit doubt. 
ing but that your Lordſhip will moſt willingly vouckfafe to do, 
beſeeching the Almighty long to preſerve you to the great ſtay 
of this flouriſhing Eſtate, moſt humbly I take my leave this firſt 


of November, 1596. 


Tour Lordfhips moſt humble 


and obedient to command, 


Thomas Danett. 


The LIFE of PniLiye dE ComMmiINES, 


Knight, Lord of 4rgenton, gathered out of divers good Authors , 
rogether wich a brief Anſwer cn his behalf to certain Accuſa- 
tions, wherewith Facobus Meyerus a Flemming, in his Annals of 
Flanders, chargeth very uojuſtly both CoMMines Hiſtory 
and his Life. 


<Q Hilip de Commines, Author of this preſent Hiſtory, was 
DRY born at Commines 4 Town iz Flanders, being a Gentle- 
19 manof a very ancient Houſe, and joyned by bloud and alli- 
ance to the beſt of that Nation. His Surname was Clytus, 
28 hu Father and Uncle had been both of them under D, Philip 

WAS of Burgundy , chief Governors of Flanders , called by 
JWRJH Meyer, Summi Pratores Flandriz ; and to them he gi- 
| veth this Title, Domini Ruſcurii, Buſcurii & Wate- 
nenſes : whereby appeareth of how. great Nobility and goodly Revenews Commi- 
nes w.#3 not only in Flanders, but alſo in Haynault, 1» his youth, namely, 
from the nineteenth year of his age, andthe year of our Lord 1464. t'll the 27. year 
of his age, and the year 1472. he ſerved Charles Dake of Burgundy, and after- 
wards Lewis the eleventh of that name King of France, who employed him in his 
weiz htieſt and ſecreteſt affairs. He was of tall ftature, fair complexion; and gooaly 


perſonage, The French tongae he ſpake perfeitly and eloquently, the Italian, 
Dutch, ad Spaniſh reaſonably = He had vead over very diligently all Hiſto- 


ries written in French, eſpecially of the Romans, azd bare them all in menury. 
He much acquainted himſelf with ſtrangers, thereby to encreaſe his knowleds. He 
had great regard to the ſpending of his time, and abhorred all idleneſs. He was of 
an excellent, yea incredible memory ; for he often indited at one time to four Se- 
cretaries ſeveral Letters of weighty affairs appertaining to the State, with as great 
facility and readineſs, as if he had but one matter in hand. Avirtue ſo rare that © 
1 have mot read the like of any but of Julius C#ſar and him. Nothing more 
grieved him, than that in his youth he was not trained up in the Latin Tongue, 
which his mufortune he often bewgailed. After he was entred into the ſervice of 
King Lewis, be was highly in hu favour, and during his Reign bare great ſway in 
the Realm. The ſaid King alſo greatly advanred him ; for he maae him firſt one of his 
Privy Chamber, then of his Privy Council, Seneſchal of Poitu, and Lord of Ar- 
genton. He married, bein of good years, a Gentlewomon of the Houſe of Mont- 
{orean upon the Borders of Anjou, named Helen, But after King Lewis his 
death he fell into great troubles : for becauſe he was a ſtranger, many envied his 
proſperity, ſo far forth that at the length his enemies cauſed him to be impriſoned 
in the Caſte of Loches in the Duchy of Berry, (a place appointed only p thoſe 
that are attached of High Treaſon) where he was wery extremely handled, as him- 
ſelf in hu Hiſtory reporteth, Notwithſtanding his wife by earneſt and continual 
ſaute, in the eng obtained ſo much favour, that he was removed thence, and brought 
zo Patis; where when he had remained a certain ſpace, he was led to the Par- 
liament Houſe to be arraigned, He had many Enemies, and thoſe mighty, and 
of ſo great authority at that time , that for fear of them no Connſellor durſt 
plead his cauſe : whereupon neceſſity enforcing him to defend himſelf, he pay 
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there by the ſpace of two hours, being very attentively heard by the whole Audience, 
and in the end ſo acquit himſelf, that by the J udges Sentence he was atſcharged. 
Among other things he rehearſed at the Bar how ſundry, troubleſome and dangerous 
Voyages he had ſuſtained for the King and the Common-wealth. How highly King 
Lewis both had favoured him, and for his faithful ſervice rewarded him : for 
his own part, he ſaid that he never bad done any thing covetouſly, ambitionſly, nor 
cruelly : and farther, that if he had ſought only to advance and enrich himſclf, he 
might have had az gooaly Poſſeſſions as any man in France, He was Priſoner al- 
moſt three years. The next year after ha aclivery he had a Daughter born named 
Jane, which married with Rene Earl of Pantabria, deſcended of the Dukes of 
Britain, by whom among divers other Children fhe had iſſue John late Duke of 
Eſtampes, Lieutenant of Britain, Knight of the French Kings Order, and Lord 
of divers gooaly Seigniories, But to return to Commines, in proſperity be gave 
for his Poſy this ſentence. He that will not labour, let him not ear : but ir 
adverſity this, I ſailed into the deep of the Sea, and a ſudden Tempeſt over- 
whelmed me. He died the threeſcore and fourth year of his age, the year of our 
Lord 1509. the 17. day of October, in his own Houſe of Argenton zz the Coun- 
zrey of Poitu, {rom whence his Body was conveyed to Paris, and there licth bn- 
ried in the Auguſtine Friars. 7 was here purpoſed to have ſlayed my Per, and 
further not to have ſpokex either of Commines Hiflory or his Life, had 1 not cal- 
led to mind divers Accuſations of Jacobus Meyerus, who in ſunary places of his 
Annals of Flanders inveigheth wery bitterly as well againſt Commines Life as 
his Hiſtory, whoſe Accuſations 1 am forced to lay open to the judgment of the world, 
to the endit may appear whether they be grounded upon jaſt proef. Notwithſland- 
ing before I enter into the examination of them, thus much in the commcenaation 
of Commines Hiſtory 1 cannot paſs over in ſilence, that two of the greateſt and 
worthieſt Prixces that reigned in Europe theſe hanared years z namely, the Em- 
peror Charles the Fifth, and Francis the Firſt King of France, made ſo preat 
account of this Hiſtory, that the Emperor carried it continually abont with him, as 
Alexander did the Works of Homer, 20 leſs eſtceming it than he did them, and 
the King was as much diſpleaſed with the printing and publiſhing thereof, as was 
the ſame Alexander in times paſt for the ſetting forth of Ariſtotles works called 


' Acroamatica, a rehearſeth Gellius : ſo deſirous was he to have reſerved to him- 


ſelf and a few of his own Subjetts the great treaſures of wiſdom hidden in this 
ſmall Volume. But let us now hear what Meyer objecteth againſt this Hiſtory. In 
the 17. Book of his Annals of Flanders writing of the Battel fought at Saintron, 

between Charles Dake of Burgundy and the Liegeois, he hath theſe words, 

Pugna commiſla cxduntur magno numero & profligantur, ad novem mil- 

1:3 cecidiſſe rradit qui interfuit Philippus Comminius, Sed Brabantie {crip- 

tor & quidem fcriptor Flandrie (quibus plus habeo fidei) tria tantum 

millia occubuiſle memorant. For anſwer bereunto, if this place be indifferently 

weighed it ſhall appear ts be wholly grounded upon malice, and no colour of reaſon, 

much leſs juſt proof : Firſt, becauſe Meyer preferreth the creait of theſe obſcare 

Annaliſts that write but upon report , before the credit of him that was an eye- 

witneſs, and that no way could advantage bimſelf by reporting a lie, Secondarity, 

Sir Oliver dela Marche, who lwed alſo in that time, and was Steward of the 

Duke of Burgundies Houſe, writeth that a great number of theſe Liegeois were 

Jlain at this Battel, and alſo at the Siege of Saintron, bat that their Friends and 
Kinsfolks truſſed up their dead bodies in veſſels fall of lime ; partly to the end the 

 diſcomfiture might appear the leſs, and partly that they might be buried among 
their Anceſtors, in the which feat (ſaith he) "7 Liegeois ſhowed a wonderful au- 
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The Author's Life. 
datity and courage ,, whereby it ſhould ſeem a great number to have been thu truſſed 
up, by means whereof the dead appeared the fewer, and were reported accordingly, 
which deceived divers, and happily theſe Annaliſts of Brabant and Flanders, 
The like praiſe we read of in divers Authors, and of the like writeth Meyer alſo 
himſelf. Laſtly, the t Annals of Burgundy agree with Commines, and report 
the number as he doth, ſo that this anſwer 1 hope ſhall ſuffice for this point. Again, 


_ #n the ſame Book f01.364. Meyer writeth thus, Loquitur Comminizs de nobili 


quadam foemina Attrebatenſis ditionis proditrice patriz, cujus #dere non 
vulc nomen, falſus in hoc ut in c#teris hiſtoricus. Sure if 7t were au undoubt- 
ed truth that a Lady of Artois could not ſend the King ſuch advertiſement as 
Commines reporteth that ſhe did : or if Meyer were Pythagoras that ipſe dixit 
mig ht paſs for proof, the credit of Commines ſhould happily hang in ballance + but 
if you read the place in his Hiſtory, the very circumſtances will induce any indiffe- 
rent man to th nk, that which « there written of this Lady to be no lie, CAoain 
fol. 366. Meyer hath theſe words, Hic eſt Comminias ille transfuga, gente 
Flandrus,qui multa de Cayolo & Lodowico provincialilingua bene ſcripſit,ſed 
quzdam etiam ſcripſit plane mendaciter multaque dicenda infideliter re- 
ticuit. This 7s ſo general and uncertain a charge, that anſwer in truth it deſer- 
weth none : notwithſtanding 1 refer to the judgment of thoſe that ſhall read 
this Hiſtory, whether Commines coxceal his Maſters faults therein or not (for 
that s Meyers meaning in this place.) True it ts that he uttereth them not in ſuch 
railing barbarows terms as Meyer very unſeemly uſeth of ſo great a Prince as King 
Lewis was, and # offended with Commines for not doing the like, a thing which 
becometh Meyer himſelf very ill, and would hawe become Commines much wor ſes 
But our Author, as he concealeth wot his Maſters faults, but layeth them open e- 
nough to the underſtanding f the wiſe and attentive Reader : ſo delivereth he them 
fo ſparingly, and under ſuch terms, as truth being uttered, the Kings howour be no 
further impeached, than wery neceſſity doth enforce ,, a matter very commendable 
in a Gentleman writing of 4 Prince, a Servant of his Maſter, and a Subject of his 
Soveraign. Laſtly, Meyer fol. 365. hath theſe words, Refert Comminius ex« 
ercitum Carol; adeo fuiſſe extenuatum, ut exhibere illum Anglis-non au- 
deret, ſed hoc falſum eſt. Pat you muſt believe Meyer upon his word, other 
diſproof of Commines report he can bring none, neither grounded upon any cir- 
cumſtance, nor prodnced out of any good Author that writ of thoſe times. But on 
the contrary fide for the confirmation of that which Commines writeth in this 
place, firſt La Marche reporteth that the Bloody-flux entred into the Dukes Camp 
lying before Nuz, which it t very likely conſumed many, and impaired the health 
of many more. With him alſo agree the Annals of Burgundy, which report that 
the Duke lo} 15000 men before Nuz : which beine well conſidered , and this 
withall, that the Siege endured & whole year, and yet in the end the Dake for- 
ced to depart fruſtrate of his purpoſe, whereby his Souldiers had not. only their 
boaies tired, but alſo their minds diſcouraged : I ſuppoſe no man of ſonnd judg- 
ment will think that. the Dukes Army could be otherwiſe thaw in. very poor 
eftate, Now that you have heard all that Meyer hath or can objeit againſt 
the credit of this Hiſtory (which alſo how ſubſtantially he hath proved 1 leave to 
the judgment of the wiſe and indifferent Reader to conſider :) it is good reaſon 
you ſhould alſo hear what opinion ether Authors have both of Commines axd 
of his Hiſtory, and how honourable teſtimony in their writings they give to 
them both. Annales Burgundie lib, 3. pag. 930. ſpeaking of Commines, 
zeſtifies thus of him, He was one of the wiſeſt Gentlemen of his time, 
and-the beſt acquainted with all matters of State, as appears by his 
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Hiſtory : whereof the Emperor (har/es made ſo great account, that he 
never {lept before he had read certain Chapters thereof, for che finiſhing 
of his days work. which ſure this noble and ſage Emperor would never fave 
done, if Commines had been a reporter of ties, eſpecially of rhs ſaid Emperors own 
great Grandfather, whoſe life and death are ſo amply in this Hiſtory treated if. 
Paulus Amilius gzveth ſuch creait to Commines, ht all chat he writeth in the 
Hiſtory of France of the Reign of Lewis the XI. & only an Abridgment of him, 
and wholy taken out of his tyritings. Feron in his Supply to Paulus Amilius Hi- 
ſtory maketh in many places very honourable mention of Commines, highly com- 
mending him both for his great wiſdom ana virtue, and ſincerity in hs Hiſtory. 
Eudovico Guicciardini, zo French-mar, but az Italian, iz his Deſcription of 
the Low-Countries fol. 220. c:lleth Commines « Writcr worthy of great com- 
wendation. And fol. 310and 311, thu he writeth. Of the Noble Houſe of 
(ommines was Philip de Commines Lord of Argenton, who wrote the Hiſtory 
of his own time very ſincerely, he was a noble perfonage, of great enter- 
priſe, and of him divers Anthors make honorable mention. Here we have 
the true teſtimony of ſundry worthy Writers (for to vouch all were too tedious) on 
Commines behalf, which joyned with the approbation of the Noble Emperour 
Charles the Fifth, are ſufficient, as 1 ſuppoſe, to maintain his credit againſt the 
wenemon darts of Meyers ſlanderous accuſations. Now as towching Commines 
life, the only thing that Meyer blameth therein, u his departure from the Duke 
of Burgundies ſervice : for the which he inveigheth wo leſs bitterly againſt his 
perſon, than before he did againſt his Hiſtory, for fol. 355. where he maketh men. 
zion of the Dake of Burgundies rraelty nſed at the Caftle of Neſle, which he 
zook by aſſault the year 1472. he hath theſe words, Crudelis hic viſus Ca- 
rolus & animoturbato, crediturque quoſdam ex familiaribns parum ha- 
buiſſe fideles, ex quibus haud dubie erat Philippus ille Comminius ortn 
Flandrus, Dominus Ruſcurii, qui hoc anno transfugir ad regem, qui fi 
vir fuiſſer probus & integer , nequaquam deſerto Domino ſuo, deſerta 
& abjuratz patria ad.talem tranſfifſer ryrannum, alioſque ad idem facien- 
dum ſolicitafſer, quantiſcunque muneribus invitatus, 49ain fol. 366, thus 
he ſaith, Cauſam cur transfugerit aliiſque nonnullis Author fueric idem 
faciendi non lego, cum autem Comminius in ſuis ſcriptis cauſam ſux de- 
feQtionis reticeat, non dubium puto quin ob foxdum aliquod patratum 
ſ{celus more-proditorum aufugerit, whereaunto ſomewhat to anſwer in Com- 
mines behalf, I ſay that what cauſe moved him to leave the Duke as we certainly 
know not, fo is it not like that he departed from him for any beinom offence, becanſe 
he was never charged with any, neither s Meyer able to produce any one teſlimo- 
27y (as even himſelf in thi place is forced to confeſs) that he forſook the Duke in 
any treacherous ſort, neither is he able to prove that he ſolicited any to leave the 
Dukes ſervice during the Dakes life, though without all proof moſt unjuſtly he charge 
kim therewith. For if Commines had departed with the betraying of Towns and 
Caſtles to the Enemy as de Cordes did ; if for attempting to deſtroy the Dukes 
perſon, as Baldwin the Dakes baſe Brother, and the Earl of Eſtampes his Couſin 
did ; if for both, as the Earl of Campobaſſo did, his offence could no more have 
been concealed, than the others above mentioned was, wherefore, as Meyer rea- 
ſoneth that becauſe Commines xo where in hu writings, uttereth the cauſe of his 
departure, it us like he departed for ſome heinons offence : ſo on the other ſiae with 
much more reaſon it may be anſwered, that becanſe neither Meyer nor any other 
Hiftoriographer in their Writings atter the cauſe of his departure ; like it is that 


be departed for no bainons effence, but only for his own advancement or [a fery, , 
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| The Author's Life, 
both, without ſeeking by traiterons praftices to harm the Dnke, as the above named 
with divers others did. But let us now examine what by all preſamption was the 


que of his departure from the Duke : and ſecondarily, whether his departure from 


one Maſter to another beins in hoſtility be excaſable : which two points being 
throuzhly diſcuſſed, it ſhall plainly appear to the World, whether he be juſtly to be 
charged with aayevil dealing, for leaving the Duke of Burgundy, his firſt 14- 
ſter, and under whoſe Dominion he was borns As touching the firſt point, I am 
of opinion that Commines by his departure from the Duke of Burgundy, ſought 
both his own advancement and his ſafety, the former whereof he had juſt cauſe to 
hope for at King Lewis his hands, as a thing well deſerved, at the Kings. betng at 
Peronne, where Commines wiſdom ana great creait with the Duke of Burgun- 
dy (as ſay the Anzals of Burgundy) flood the King tr ſo good ſtead, that by his 
only means he was reflored to his Realm, liberty, and life, which otherwiſe had been 
in great danger, as by the courſe of this Hiſtory moſt plainly doth appear. where- 
/ore Commines conid not but aſſure himſelf of great advancement at King Lewis 
his hanas, as well becauſe of the Kings great liberality,. as alſo for his own deſert : 
neither did his hope fail him, as the ſequel well declared. On the other ſide, at the 
Dukes hands no great advancement was to be looked for, both becanſe the quality 
of his ſervice to the Duke and the King was not alike, and ſo conſequently the de- 
ſert unlike ; and alſo becauſe the Dukes liberality was inferior to the Kings, his 
attempts ſo impoveriſhing him. that he had not to be liberal of as the King had. 
whereunto I add, that he made wo ſuch account of his Servants as the King did, but 
attributed all his good ſucceſs to his own brain, whereby their ſervice was the leſs 
eſteemed and the worſt rewarded, or rather not at all eſteemed nor rewarded : for he 
never uſed any mans counſel but his own, ſo that wiſe men loſt bat their sime 
with him, Tea Meyer himſelf reporteth him to be, Durum, aſperum & ingra- 
tum, 2a quo milites maligne admodum ftipendia accipiebant, raro blande 
& liberaliter appellarentur, quanquam multis in locis extremis periculis 
ſe objeRtarent, plurimumque algoris, inediz 8 zſtus ſuſtinerent. 7f zher 
the Duke were of this diſpoſition towards his Souldiers, and ſo evil rewarded them 
whoſe help he daily and hourly uſed : what reward could any wiſe man look for at his 
hands, whoſe advice be ſeldom asked and never followed? Further, the Duke was 
of nature very cholerick, and ready to offer bis Servants injury, as for example, 


zo the Earl of Campobaſlo he gave a blow, which in the end coſt him his life, aud 


whether any ſuch outrage offered to our Author cauſed or furthered his departure 
we know not : but that advancement (which was to be looked for at the Kings 
hands, and not tobe hoped for at the Dukes) was one cauſe, is already, as 1 ſuppoſe, 
ſufficiently proved. The ſecond cauſe of Commines departure from the Duke im 
ny opinion was ſafety ; for the Duke, as Commines himſelf reporteth, forced not 
to wventnre his ſervants into any danger were it never ſogreat, which all men 
(eſpecially diſpairing of reward of their ſervice) will ſeek to avoid: for as our Au- 
thor himſclf ſaith in one place of his Hiſtory, moſt men by ſervice ſeek to advance 
themſelves, but all men will have an eye to ſave themſelves. Further Commines: 
being a very wiſe man foreſaw the Dukes attempts to be ſuch, as would in the end 
overthrow both himſelf, his Subjefs, and his Dominions, wherefore he thought it 
beſt to diſlode in time, and to ſave one. Theſe in my opinion were the prin- 
cipal cauſes of his departure from the Duke, which being honeſt and reaſonable, and 
his departure likewiſe void of all treaſon and treacherous practiſes againſt the Duke: 
1 fee no reaſon why for his departure he ſhould not rather be commended than con- 
demnea, The lift point that we have to confiaer is, whether he being the Dukes 
Subject might leave his Maſter and depart to the King, were the canſes of his de- 
| parturs 
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parture never ſo reaſonable and honeſt. whereanto 1 anſwer, that Commines was 
rot abſolutely the Dukes Subject ; for Flanders was held in Soverainty of the 
Crown of France, and both the Earl and all the people ſworn to bear no Arms 
gainſt the King of France, and divers examples too long to rehearſe, are to be read 
in the Hiſtories of divers Earls of Flanders that have been arreſted, impriſoned, 
and together with their People fined for breach of this oath. Wherefore ſecing our 
Agthor was a Flemming borz, and Flanders held iz Soveraignty of the King of 
France, axd the Duke of Burgundy iz hoſtility with the King of France, contra- 
ry to the Oath he either took or onght to have taken ;, and further violating divers, 
nay, I may ſay all thoſe points whereunto by his allegeance he was bound to the 
French Xing : 1 ſee no reaſon why Commines might not, or rather ought not to 
leave an inferiour rebellious Lord, and cleave to his Soucraign Prince and King, to 
whom he owed a Soveraign duty both by allegeance and oath. And if after his re- 
volt, he gave any advice to the furtherance of the Kings affairs, be did thereix in my 
opinion the duty of a faithful Servant, and a true Subject. Thus much I have been 
forced to ſpeak in defence both of Commines Life and Hiſtory, whereof as the for- 
mer appeareth to have been both honeſt aud virtuous, as well by the reaſons above al- 
leaged, as alſo by the notable diſcourſes wherewith he farceth his Hiſtory, which 
breath nothing but virtue and fincerity : ſo is the latter confirmed by the conſent 
of divers good Hiſtories, and approved by the judgment of the novleſt Princes that 
Europe bred theſe many hundred years, as 1 truſt is ſufficiently declared. Wheye- 
fore onr Authors credit flandeth upright, as well for good conver ſation of life, as ſin- 
cere report in Hiſtory, both the which Meyer zo leſs falſely ſlanaereth, than he doth 
in other places of his Annals the noble Races of the Kings of England and Franice, 
which ig norantly or maliciouſly he reporteth to be more wile and baſe than any honeſ 
ear can endure to hear. Thus having 7 truſt ſufficiently defended the credit of this 
worthy writer, 1 will here abruptly for avoiding of tediouſneſs ſlay my Pew, 
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T he Preface of the « Anthor to the « Archbiſhop of 
Vienna z# France. 
REerC2 Af O ſacisfic your requeſt (right Reverend) fo ofcen moved 
41 75 > Re me,[ ſend you here a Memorial as agreeable to truth, 
A Y> #$\ as I can poſlibly call to mind, of all the Ads and doings 
7 E that have been privy unto, of King LZews the Eleventh 
IG I our Maſter and BenefaQtor, a Prince worthy of perpe- 
we, tual memory, Of his Youth I can ſay nothing bur by his 
\C = 9:2 own report. But from the time I entred into his Service, 
till the hour ofhis death whereat my ſelf was preſent, I 

was more continually reſident with him than any man of my eſtate that ſerved 
him, being ever either of his privy Chamber, or employed in his weighty 
affaire. I found in him as in all other Princes that I have known or ſerved; 
both vertue and vice. For men they are as we be, and perfeQtion is proper to 
God only. Bur ſure that Prince whoſe vertues and good parts ſurmount his 
vices, deſerveth great commendation, the rather becauſe commonly noble Per- 
ſonages are more prone to all kind of wantonneſs than other men : partly for 
char in their Childhood they are brought up without due chaſtiſement and cor- 
reion, and partly becauſe when they are grown to mans eſtate, each man 
ſeeketh to feed their humors and ſooth them in all they ſay or do. But for mine 
own part becaulc I love not to flatter nor miſreport the truth, ſomewhat may 
happily be found in this Hiſtory nor tending altogether to the Kings praiſe bur 
I truſt the Readers will weigh the reaſons above alledged. Sure thus much I 
dare boldly ſay in his commendation,thar in mine opinion he was the Prince in 
his age (all things conſidered) leaſt ſubjed ro vice. Yet have I known and been 
converſant with as many great Princes, both Spiritual and Temporal as any 
man in France of my time, as well the Princes of this Realm, as thoſe alſo thar 
have lived in Britain, Flanders, Almayn, England, Spain, Portugal, and 1taly. 
Divers others alſo whom I have not ſeen, yer have I known, partly by con- 
ference with their Ambaſladors, and partly by their Letters and Inſtructions 
which are means ſufficient to enform men of their natures and diſpoſitions. 
Notwithſtanding I mind not by ſetting forth his commendation in this work, 
to detract from the Honor and Renown of others, bat ſend you penned in haſt 
all that I could call to mind, truſting that you have required it of me, to turn 
it into ſome work that you. purpoſe to publiſh in Latine (ro the perfe&ion of 
which Tongue you have attained) whereby may appear both the worthineſs 
of the Prince I now write of, and alſo the excellency of your own wit. Farther 
Sir, if I happen to fail in any point, you have my Lord of Bouchage, and others 
who are better able to inform you of thele affairs than my ſelf,and to couch their 
words in much .cloquenter language. Although to ſay the truth conſidering 
how honorably the King entertained me, how great familiarity it pleaſed him 
to uſe towards me, and how liberally he beſtowed upon me, never intermitting 
one of the three till the hour of his death, no man hath juſter cauſe ro remem- 
ber thoſe times than my ſelf, whereunto 1 alſo add the loflc's I have ſuſteined, 
and the dangers I have been in fince his deceaſe, which are ſufficient I think, 
to put me in mind of the great benefits I received at his hands during —_— 
B Ot- 
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Notwithſtanding that I know it to be a matter of courſe that after the death of 
Grear and Mighty Princes, great alterations enſue to the loſs of ſome, and 
0 


gain of others: for Riches and Honors follow not always their expeRation that 
hunt after them. To conclude Sir, the better to enform you of the time ſince 
I entred into the Kings familiarity (which is your defire) I am forced firſt to re- 
hearſe what hapned before I came to his ſervice, and ſo orderly to proceed 
from the time 1 became his ſervant, till the hour of his death. 
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CHAP. I. 


The occaſion of the Wars between Lewis the Eleventh and the Earl of Charolois 
' afterward Duke of Burgundye 


Frer I was paſtmy Childhood and able to ride *I was 
preſented at Liſle to Charles then Earl of Charolow, and 
after his Fathers death Duke of Burgundy, who re- 
ceived me into his ſervice the year 1464. About three 
days after my comming thither, arrived at the ſaid 
Town of Liſle, certain Ambaſladors from the King, 
namely the Earl of Eu, Morvilher Chancellor of 

John de Har- France, and the Archbiſhop of Nyrbonne, * who in 

cor Biſhop of the preſence of Duke Philip of Bargundy, his Son the 

Narvom Ie Earl of Charolois, and their whole Councelin open Court had their Audience. 


2 Commines 
when he came 
to the Earl of 
Charolozs (er- 
VICE WAS 13. 
years of age, 

I 4 6 4s 
b Charlzs Earl 
of Eu, Peter of 
Morvillier,and 


he Ambaſſa- 
ors here ” Morvilliers Speech was very bitter, for he charged the Earl of Chareloz there 
mentioned, reſent, that ar his late being in Holland he had cauſed alittle French Ship of 


4/4 he War of Diepeto be Arreſted, and therein the Baſtard of Rubempre,whom alſo he 


5.of November, had Imprifoned, charging him that he was come thither to rake him Priſoner, 
nite, and cauſing this brute every where to be publiſhed * ( eſpecially at Burges 
« Whether wither Strangers of all Nations reſort) by a Knight of Burgundy named 
OIDE er Sir Oliver de la Marche , * wherefore the King finding himſelf wrongful- 
the Earlof 1y burdened herewith ( as he ſaid ) * required Duke Philp to fend this 
Charoſo Frt- Sir Oliver de la Marche Priſoner to Par#, there to be puniſhed according 

7 read as the caſe required. Wherennto Duke Philip anſwered that the ſaid Sir 


Rubempre, rea ; 
Soo: Fon: Oliver was Steward of his houſe, Born in the County of Bargunay, * and 
ie, lib 3. page 
880, and Meyer ib. 16. ſol. 334. who flatly charge him with it, © Sir 01;ver de 1a Marche here named wrote a Chroni- 
cle of theſe timeg, e The cauſe why the King ſent Kubempre into Holland was not {as he ſaid) to take the Earl of Chary- 
lozs, but the Vicechancellor of Britain named in Meyer, Joannes Rocivilla, and by our Author in the third Chapter of 
this firſt Book xyvi/le, whom the Duke of Britain had ſent into England to make a league between the Realm of England 
and him, and hecauſe the King ſuppoſed this Vicechancellor would viſit the Earlof Charolozs in his return : he ſent this 
Rubempre 1nto H49/1axd to rake him and bring him into France, Annal.Burgund. Meyer. * For the better underſtanding of 
the Dukes anſiyer, I am forced to paſs the bounds of a note. Wherefore it 15 to be underſtood thar tn the declination of 
the Roman Empire, the Byreundians Anno 408.bcing chaſed out of Almain, where they inhabited, the Countries now ſub- 
zea to the Palſerave of the Rhyne, invaded France, and conquered the Countries, now known by the names of the County 
and Duchy of Brgundy, rogether with Savoy, Dawlphine, Province, and the greateſt part of Switzerland, and Anno 414. 
choſe them a King named Gondiachrs,with whom(after divers battels fought with changeable fortune )-/£t4:15 the Emperor, 
Hmmorins his Lieutenant in France.at length. made Peace. And Gondiachus remained King of Burgundy, and aided the Rn- 
mans againſt Attila.Soon after failed the Male line of Gondzachus,and by the marriage of Clot;/de daughter to Chilperic, Gon- 
diachs his Son, with Clodoveus King of France : Burgindy fell to Clotarires Sonto the ſaid Clotilde and Clodowens, and fo 
continued in the houſe of France till the year 843. when the Sons of the Emperor Lodovicys Pius Warring together, Bur- 
gyndy was devided into Brrgundiam Tranſiuranam, and Ciſiuranam., Tranſuurana containing Savoy, Daulphzne, _ 
ar, 


Philip de Commines. 3 
and Lyonmois, remained to Lotharius the Emperour, with the title of King of Burgundy, Ciſjurana containing the County 
and Duchy of Bure:mdy, was alſo diſmembred, for that part now known by the name of the County of Byrguzdy, fell alſo 
to Lotharius ſhare : bur thar part now known by the name of the Duchy of Byrgundy, was together with the Realm of 
France yielded to Carolus Calvus : But after the dearh of the Emperor Lotharzs,h1s two ſons Lodo-icus, and Lotharius,made 
another partirion bf their part of Burgundy : for the Realm of 4uſtraſia,with the County of Burgunay fell to Lotharius, after 
whoſe death his uncle Carolus Caluus,Ring of France ambitiouſly through violence conquered alfo thar part ofBurg1dy,and 
joyned it to the Crown of France, ſo that the ſaid Carolus Calvus poſſeſſed all Burgundy Cifturana, that is,both the County 


and Duchy of Burgundy. Lodovicus the other ſon of the Emperour Lotharius poſſeſſed with the Empire all Burgundy Trans 


ferrana,together with the title of King of Burgundy,and left hind him one only daughter named Hermingarde,married to 
Boſon brother to Richilde, Carolus Caluus his wite, 1n reſpect of which marriage the ſaid Calvys gave to Boſon all Burgundy 


Ciſtiy2n2,whick he the ſaid Calvys then held. And thus had Boſoz all the Realm of Burgundy, viz. Tranſeurana in the right 
of his wife,and Ciſezran4,by his brocher in laws gift. Farther the ſaid Ca/vys being both Emperor and King of France,cre- 
ated the ayovc named Boſoy King of Burgundy, anno 879. to whom ſucceeded Lodovicus his fon, from whom Ralph king of 
France (ſon to Richard that firſt entituled himſelf Duke of gt, wan the greateſt part of Burgundy Ciſirana, To this 
Lewis ſucceeded his ſon Ka/ph King of Burgundy, who not being able to defend his Realm, gave it to the Emperoup 
Conradus 2, who notwithitanding obtained the leaſt part thereof : for as touching Tranſzurana, Beralde Duke of Sax had 
before this gift won from King Ralph, Savoy anda great _ of Switzerland,Daulphine, Lyonnois, and Province Guigue le gras 
the fifth Daulphin,had lixewite conquered. And as touching Ciſiurans by treaty made between the Emperour Conradus 2. 
and Henry King of France, only the County remained to the Empire, and the Duchy to the-Crown of France. This I have 
Iwritten, beeanſe ſome hold opinion that the County of Burgundy ought alſo to be held of the Crown of France, whereas 
indeed rather the Duchy with all Tran; rana (the greateſt part whereof the French King art this day poſſeſſeth) ovght to 
be held of the Empire, from which the ſaid French Kings have pulled ſo many Provinces, that now (as one properly 
ſpeaketh) the Eagle hath loſt ſo many Feathers, that hardly he can tly, 


in no refpe& ſubje& to the Crown of France. Notwithſtanding if it could be 
duly proved, that he had ſaid or done any thing preiudicial to the Kings ho- 
nour, he would ſee him puniſhed according as the tault deſerved. And as rouch- 
ing the Baſtard of Rubempre, he ſaid that true it was that he -was apprehended 
for great cauſes ot ſuſpition given,and ſtrange behaviour uſed by him & his wen 
about the Town of LZLahay * in Holland, where at that preſcht his ſon, the EL a 
Earl of Charolois remained, adding that if the ſaid Earl were ſuſpitious, he took + Sn py 
it not of him,for he was never ſo,but of his mother, who had been the moſt iea- 4vnal. Bu- 
Jous Lady that ever lived. But notwithſtanding quoth he, that my (elf never _— 
were ſuſpitious  'yet if 1 had been in my ſor's place ar the ſame time, that this ſhould have 
baſtard of Rubempre haunted thoſe coaſts, I would ſure have cauſed him ro be ken the 
apprehended as my ſon did. Laſtly, he promiſed, tharifthis Baſtard were not —— bps 
guilty of this fact, ro wit, a purpoſe to have taken his ſon (as common report med in Myer 
ſaid he was) he would forthwith deliver him out of prifon, and ſend him to the Gen. 
King according to his Ambaſſadors demands, The D. anſwer ended, Morvuillier 
began again, charging with great and hainous offences, Frances D. of Britain, 
and alleadging that at the Earl of Charolojs late being at Tears ( whither he 
went to viſit the King) the ſaid D. and he had given their faith each to other in 
writing, to become brethren in arms, which writings he ſaid were interchang- 
ably delivered by the hands of maſter Tannegne du Chaſtel, who ſince hath been 
Governour of Rouſſillon, and born ſome ſway in this Realm : This fa& 2oruil- 
lier aggravated in ſuch ſort, that he omitted nothing in ſetting forth this of- 
fence,that might tend to the diſgrace and diſhonour of a Prince. VWhereunto the 
Earl of (harolois, made offer eftſoons ro anſwer, being marvellouſly out of 
patience to hear ſuch reprochful ſpeeches uſed of his friend and confederate- ye yoann 
But Morwillier ever cut him off, ſaying : My Lord of Charohbis, 1 am not come of the Earl of 
Ambaſlage to you,but to my L. your father. The ſaid Earl beſought his father uote 
divers times to. give him leav to anſwer, who in the end ſaid rhus unto him : 1 King with the 
have anſwered for thee as methinketh, the father ſhould anſwer for the ſon, government 
notwithſtanding if thou have ſo great defire to ſpeak, bethink thy ſelf ro day 6 ag 
and to morrow ſpeak & ſpare not» Then Moruilher to his former ſpeech added Franks, Loral 
thar he could not imagin what had moved the Earl roenter into this League £95%% 
with the D, of Britain, unkeſse it were becauſe of a penſion ® the king had once auer, © 

Þ 2 give 
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given him, together with the Government of Normandy, and afterward again 


raken from him. 

The next day in preſence of the ſelf ſame audience, the Earl of Charolozs 
kneeling upon a velverCuſhion,addrefled his ſpeech to his father,and began with 
this Baſtard of Rubempre,affirming the cauſes of his impriſonment to be juſt and 
lawful, as the courſe of his arraignment ſhould well declare, Notwithſtanding 
I think nothing was ever proved againſt him, though I confeſs the preſump- 
tions to have been great. Five years after I my ſelt ſaw him delivered out of 
priſon. This point thus anſwered, the Earl began to diſcharge the D. of Brizaiz 

| AFrankis 299 himſelf,faying,thar true it was that the Duke and he were entred into League 
two ſhillings 30d Amity, and had ſworn themſelves brethren in arms, bur that this League 
and fix pence tended in no reſpe& to the prejudice of the King or his Realmybur rather to the 
- me. wp ſervice and defence thereof, it need ſhould ſo require, Laſtly, as rouching the 
an Englijh Penſion taken from him, he anſwered, that he never received but one quarters 


I - BBY benefit thereof, to the value of nine thouſand franks, *, and thar for his part he 
Penſion after NEver made ſuit neither for it, not for the Government of Normandy: for fo 


tharratea- Jong as he enjoyed the favour and good will of his father, he ſhould not need to 


mounted to , k - . 
Hur thou- Crave of any man. 1 think verily, had it not been for the reverence he bare to his 


ſand five hun- ſaid father who was there preſent, and to whom he addreſſed his ſpeech, that he 


mo — would have uſed much bitterer terms. In the end D.Phzlip very wiſely,humbly 
& The Towns beſought the King lightly not to conceive an evil opinion of him or his ſon, bur 


III to continue his tavour towards them. Then the Banquet was brought in, and 
the Ambaſſadors took their leave both of the Father and the Son : But after 


So n- 
| gaged to D. the Earlof Ex, and the Chancellor had taken rheir leave ofthe Earl of Charolow, 


de Dag who ſtood a good way from his Father, he ſaid thus to the Archbiſhop of Nar= 
box that paſled forth the laſt of the Ambaſſadors : Remember my moſt humble 


ras, which 
—_— the autyto the King, axd tell him he hath made his Chancellour to uſe me very homely 
Nenaein here,but before a years end he ſhall repent it, Which meſlage the Archbiſhop did 
the Articles to the King ar his return into Frazce, as hereafter you ſhall perceive. 

of the ſaid Theſe Moruilliers words above rehearſed, cauſed the Earl of Charolcis hatred 


Treaty reher- F a 
ſed in Ama!. againft the King to take deep root, the ſeeds whereof, were before ſown by the 


Burgund. Þ750 King's late redeeming of the Towns fituate upon the River of Somme, * namely, 


761.and = OP , . 
& Grſi book eHmiens, Abbeville, St. Quintin, and the reſt which King Charles the ſeventh 
of La Marche, had engaged by the Treaty of Arras to his Father, D. Philip of Burgundyto have 


and inthe 16. a : , . 
of Meyer 2:4 _ and to hold to him, and to his Heirs males, till they were redeemed for four 


others. hundred thouſand crowns '. How theſe marters paſt, I know not pertely, bur 


; 1 4 yup true itis, that in the Dukes old age he was ſo governed by the Lords of Croy 
our Autbor and Chimay, being brethren, and others of their houſe, that he agreed to take 


and Anral.  ao3in his mony, and reſtore the ſaid Territories to the King, greatly to the Earl 


Burgund, write , © : c : 8 
" => Say his Sons diſcontentation : for beſides that they were the frontier Towns of their 


crowns, bur Dominions, they loſt in them a number of able men for the wars. The Earl of 


; mocks wa (harolois charged the houſe of Croy with this faQt, of far forth that after extreme 
others were age was grown upon his Father ( whereunto he even then approched) he 


nes pies baniſhed all the ſaid houſe out of his dominions,and confiſcated all their Lands, 
1463. La Eſtates and Offices, 

Marche, Mey 

er. Annals 

Burguinde 
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CHAP. II. 


How the Earl of Charolois axd divers Noblemen of France levied an Army againſt 
King Lewis, under colony of the weal Publiquee 


O on after the abovenamed Ambaſladors departure, 
Fobn Duke of Bonrboz that laſt died, arrived at the 
Town of Liſle, pretending that he came to viſit his 
Uncle Duke Philip of Burgundy, who above all houſes 
loved eſpecially this houſe of Bourbon, and no marvel : 
for this Duke of Bowrboys Mother was Duke Philips 
Siſter, She had lived a widow many years, and ſo- 
journed there at that time with her Brother, both her 
ſelf and divers of her children, to wit, three Daughters 

and one Son, notwithſtanding this was not indeed the cauſe of the Duke of 

Bourbons arrival, but his coming was to perſwade the Duke of Burgundy to 

ſuffer an Army to be levied in his Dominions, afluring him that all the Princes 

of France would dothe like: meaning thereby to give the King to underſtand how 
evil and unjuſt Government he uſed in his Realm, and purpoſirg to make them- 
ſelves ſo ſtrong, that they might conſtrain him by force to redreſs this incon- 

venience, if prayers could not prevail. This war was afterward called T x Þ 

WErAL PuBLIQUE, becauſe the Authors thereof uſed the Common- 

wealth for colour of their enterpriſe. The ſaid good Duke Philip (for fo is he 

ſurnamed fince his death) agreed that an Army ſhould be levied in his Domini- 
ons, bur the bottom of the enterpriſe was never diſcovered to him : for he 

thought not that the matter ſhould have come to hand ſtrokes as after it did. 

Immediately began the muſters through all the Duke's Dominions,and the Ear] 

of S. Paul afterward Conſtable of France, accompanied with the Marſhal of 

Burgundy, being of the houſe of Neuf-chaſtel, repaired to (ambray (where 

Duke Philip rhen lay)tothe Earl of Charolow, who immediately after their ar- 

rival aſſembled his Fathers Councel, and a great number of his ſubje&s in the 

Biſhops Palace at Cambray, where he proclaimed all the houſe of Croy Traitors 

to his Father and him. And notwithſtanding that the Earl of S, Paul alledged, 

that by this proclamation he ſhould be greatly indamaged, becauſe long betore 
this, he had given his Daughter in marriage * to the Lord of Croy's Son : yet 
was the ſaid houſe of Croy (all that notwithſtanding) forced ro abandon the 

Dukes domintons,. * where they loſt great riches. With the which doing, 

Duke Phil;p was wuch diſcontented, eſpecially becauſe his chief Chamberlain 

(afterward Lord of Chmay) a young man well diſpoſed, and Nephew tothe 

Lord of Croy, was forced for fear of his life, to depart without leav taken of 

his Maſter, being advertiſed that if he did otherwiſe he ſhould either be lain 

or apprehended : but the Dukes old age cauſed him to bear this matter more 
patiently than otherwiſe he would. All this trouble happened in his houſe be- 
cauſe of the reſtitution of the Territories above menrioned, firuate upon the 

River of Somme, which the Duke had reſtored to King Lews for the ſum of 

400000 Crowns, by the perſwaſion of this houſe of Croy, as the Earl of Chare- 

bs laid to their charge. 

The ſaid Earl after he had pacified his Father, and reconciled himſelf ro him 
the beſt that might be, pur his whole force incontinent into the field, being ac- 
companied with the Earl of S. Paxl, the principal Governor ot his affaires, and 
B 3 he 


za The Earl of 
S. Paul had 
betrothed his 
Daughter to 
the L. of Croy's 
ſon,but ſeeing 
the Earl of 
Charolous ha- 
rred againſt 
the ſaid Croy, 
he would have 
broken off the 
marriage 4- 
gain, but Croy 
1n whoſe 
houſe the ſaid 
daughter re- 
mained, con- 
trary to her 
Fathers will 
made up the 
match, for the 
whick cauſe 
the Earl of S. 
Paul hated 
the ſaid Croy 
rothe death, 
Annal. But 
gund. 

b the Earl of 
Charoloss be- 
ſides this mat- 
ter here al- 
legded charg- 
ed Fohn L. of 
Croy, that he 
had called 

him great Di- 
vel, threatned 
him, & fought 
to poyſon 
him. Meyer. 
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he that had the greateſt charge in his Army;for he had under him by the Earl of 


Charolozs commandment 3oo men of arms, and 4000 Archers, belides a num- 


we Ahn ber of valiant Knights and Eſquires of Artow, Heynalt, and Flanders, Like bands 


is allowed And as great were alſo under the leading of the L. of Revaſtin, the D. of Cleves 


6+ dn eg brother, and the L. Anthony baſtard of Burgandy, other Captains for brevity I 
himinthe paſs over, but above all the reft, two Knights there were eſpecially, in great 


wars, one to credit with the Earl of (harolois, the one named the L. of Hault-bordin an anci- 
ice, called Ent Knight, baſtard brother to the Earl of S. Paul, the other the L. of Conray. 
n Latin Feren- They had both been trained up in the long wars berween France and England, at 


Faris, & 50 the ſame time that Henry the 5. of that name King of England, reigned in France, 


Marche. Bur being confederate with this Duke Philip of Burgundy. They were two valiant and 


the Bn£nd?- wiſe Knights, and had the principal charge of the whole Army : of young 
ſome five, Gentlemen there were a number, bur one eſpecially very famous, called maſter 


ſomeſix Philjpol Lalain, iflued of a race that hath ever been ſo valiant and couragious, 


d Th bs > % : . . a X 
wm noe that they have in a manner all died inthe wars 1n their Princes ſervice. The Earls 


croſbow-men force was great: for his men of arms were to the number of 1400 but evil 


+ workgel armed, and untrained, becauſe of the long peace thefe Princes of Burgundy had 
| Harquebuſiers lived in, For fince the treaty of Arras by the ſpace of 36 years and more, they 


on horſeback never had war that endured, nor almoſt taſte of war, ſave a few broyles againſt 


© He tharma- the City of Gaunt, which were ſoon pacified. Notwithſtanding his men of arms 


keth ſuch offer were well mounted, and well accompanied, for few or none thould you have 


rw ren ſeen without five or fix great horſes of his retinue, © The Archers * were eight 


not ſervice, Or nine thouſand, and when they muſtred they were more unwilling to depart 
eioperne then to give their names, but the ableſt were choſen and the reſt diſmiſſed *. 

of ſo many, The (ubje&s of this houſe of Burgundy lived then in great proſperity, partly 
was done ac- becauſe of their long peace, and partly becauſe of their Prince's goodneſs, who 
cording tothe 1.7ed but few ſubſidies upon them,ſo that theſe Seigniories ſeemed comparable 


le h ; 
artotwar. tothe land of promiſe in rhoſe days : for they flowed in wealth, and had con- 


* Ofthe eX- tinued in great quietnels the ſpace of 23 years, to wit, till the beginning of theſe 


ceſs of this « : G ; 
houſe of Byy- Wars now mentioned, which till this day endure unended : their expenſes in 


. gundy, mm apparel borh of men and women were great and ſuperfluous, * their feaſts and 
rag 7 ore banquets moreſumpruous and prodigal then in any Country thateverlI ſaw, 
917. and 918. their bathes and other paſtimecs wich women wanton and diflolute, yea ſome- 
All fafnons har roo ſhameleſs, 1 mean of women of low eſtate. To be ſhort, the ſubje&s 


of apparel ; . . 
were grown Of this houſe, thought at that time, no Prince able to withſtand them, ar the leaſt 


n uſcamong none too mighty for them, bur at this preſent, I know no Country in the world 
this houſe of {0 milſcrable and deſolate as theirs. And I doubr me the fins they committed in 
Burgwndy, and their proſperity, cauſe them to ſuffer this adverſity, becauſe they acknowledged 


ws way ge of not all theſe gifts and benefits to proceed from God, who diſpoſed and beſtowed 


ſolute, thar Them as to his heavenly wiſdom ſeemed beſt, 


_ | ugg The Earls Army thus furniſhed even in a moment, of all things neceſſary, 
Ladies and Gentlewomen ware upon their heada ſtrange kind of attire, faſhioned in piramydal form, the top thereof 


half an Ell good above the crown of their head,and thereupon a carchefe of lawn or ſome other fine linnen hanging down 
ro the very ground : a fond attire and worthy to be derided. The men diſguiſed themſelves no leſs then the women, ſome 
ware their clothes fo ſhort, that they har nary thoſe parts that nature her ſelf ſhameth to diſcover : their hair 
was curled and of ſuch length that it hindred their ſight : upon their heads they ware felt-hats copleranked, a quarter of 
an Ell high or more: they ſtuffed their dublets about their ſhoulders and breaſt marvellous full of bombaſt, to the end 
they might ſeem ſquare and broad breaſted, a thing greatly diſpleafing God : their clokes were not ſo ſhort bur their 
gowns were as long, for they trained after them upon the ground, To be ſhort, the whole world could not deviſe ſtranger 
kinds of _ than they had, and that was worſt of all 1s this, that every Raſcal and every woman in beggars eſtate 
would be apparelled princeltke, and 1mitate the faſhion of Court, without regard either of coſt or calling. Compare 
this with the exceſs of Engl2nd at theſe days, and we ſhall ſee in a glaſs our own vanities, and have juſt cauſe to look 
for the ſame muſeries that fell upon this houſe of Byrgunay after this exceſs. 


marched 
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D. Ambaſſador reſident in the Earls Camp, forged news of their coming puke ofpenys 
from time ro time at his own pleaſure, upon certain blanks that he had Signed wget 
with his Maſters hand : he was a Normes born, and a very wiſe and ſaſficient 7 be vie 
man, and ſo behoved it him to be,for the whole Camp murmured againſt him. Towns here 
The Earl of Charolois ſhewed himſelf before Paris * where was a hor Skirmiſh, T<nrioned 
ep the willingler 
hard et the Town gates , but to the Citizens diſadvantage. Men of War received him. 
within the Town were none, ſave only the Marſhal Foachin with his Company, = wil 
and the Lord of Naxtoiller, afterward Lord great Maſter, who did the King #7. rats 
as good ſervice in theſe wars as ever did Subject King of Fr axceat his need and Army ſhewed 
yet in the end was evil recompenſed, rather by his Enemies malice, than the 7 {elf before 
, 241is about 
Kings fault, though neither of both are wholly to be excuſed. The poor people the 120r 13 
of the City were inſo great fear the day of the Skirmiſh,thar they cried often(as of Zi, ar 
I was afterwards credibly enformed) that we were entred the Town, but with- je ume | 
out cauſe. Notwithſtanding the L, of Heultz-bowrdin above mentioned ( who ces ſhould = 
had been brought up in the Town,when it was nothing ſo ſtrong as now it is ) He merhim 
gave adviſe to aſſault it, and the Souldiers defired nothing more, contemning the © 
Towns-men becauſe the Skirmiſhes were hard ar their gates, yet the contrary 
opinion took place, whereupon the Earl retired to dS. Denis, The next day in 
the morning he debated with his Councel whether he ſhould go to meet with 
che Dukes of Berry and Britaiz or not, who were at hand as the Vice-Chancel- 
lor of Britain ſaid,ſhewing alſo their Letters teſtifying the ſame, but he had for- 
ged them upon his blanks, and other news knew he none. In the end the Earl 
reſolved to paſs the River of Seize, notwithſtanding that the moſt part of his 
Councel gave adviſe to return home, ſeeing the rett of the Confederates had 
broken day, alleaging it to be ſufficient to have paſſed the Rivers of Somme and 
Marne, and more than needed to paſs this River of Seize. Some alſo pur forth « The Earl of 
great doubts, becauſe we had no place on our back to retire intoif we ſhould 5: —_ 
be diſtrefled. Bur all this notwithltanding the Earl paſſed the River and en- —_ ke Ri. 
camped at Port S. Clo, * wherefore the whole Army murmured much a- ver of Sire, 
gainſt the Earl of S, Pale and this Vice-Chancellor, who were the principal 2 *< wie 
. . paſſed the 
perſwaders of him thereunto. The next day after his arrival there, he reccived River, and 
Letters from aLady of this Land written with her own hand, wherein ſhe ad- took Pon: S. 
tt d hi h h Ki £ d f þ . d d Clou. Annal. 
verttted him that the King was departed out of Bowrbopnois, and came down zygug. 


with all ſpced £0 fight with him, | 
I muſt 
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I muſt here declare the occaſion of the Kings Voyage into Bourbonnojr, which 
was this: So ſoon as he underſtood thart all the Princes of his Realm had conſpi- 
red againſt him (at the leaſt againſt his Government) he determined to prevent 
them, and before they were aflembled, to invade the D. of Bowrbon, who was 

1 Read a Let- the firſt that openly diſcovered himſelf ro be of the Confederacy, ' and be- 
bs? cauſe his Countrey was weak he hoped ſoon to ſubdue it, as indeed divers 
the Duke of Places he took, and would eafily have taken all, had not ſuccours come thither 
Bourbon and gut of Burgundy under the leading of the L, of (oulches, the Marqueſs of Rot- 
his anſwer / . , ys 
thereunco, Teling the L, of Hontague, and others, with whom Maſter Þi/liam of Rochefort 
Annal.Bur. Chancellor of Fraxce ( a man at this day of great eſtimation) was alſo in Armes. 
ew. P48-339. This force was levied in Burgundy, by the ſolicitation of the Earl of Beaview, 
'm This Car- and the Cardinal of Boxrboy, = brethren to D. Fobn of Bourbon, and by them 
_— ; 98 received into Moljyes. Aid came allo of another {ide to the D. of Bourboz, un- 
Biſhop of Zy- der the leading of the D. of Nemours, the Earl of £Armignac, and the L. of 4l- 
nh _— bert,being accompanied with a great band of Souldiers,lome of the which were 
pe oo? good men of arms of their Countries, who lately had torſaken the Kings pay, 
bon, Anal. and putthemſelves into their ſervice. But the greateſt part of their men were ut- 
= pers Gd rerly unfurniſhed of all things, and forced for lack of pay to live upon the poor 
cauſe I think people. The King notwithſtanding theſe their great Forces gave them enough to 
— do: wherefore inthe end they fell ro Treat of Peace, eſpecially the D. of Ne- 
eres for fore mours, who ſolemnly promiſed and ſware to take part with him, and yer did af- 
ecauſethe terwards the contrary : whereupon the King conceived fo great diſpleaſure a- 
—_— g4inſt him,rhar afterward he could never brook him,aseftſoons he hath told me. 
Cardinal were T'o be ſhort, the King perceiving that he could not aChiev his enterpriſe in Boar - 
borh Brethren ,,.,04s ſo ſpeedily as at the firſt he hoped, and fearing if the Earl of (harolots 
to the Duke : : 
of Bourbon, Forces which approched near to Paris,and the Forces of the Duke of Berry his 
own Brother, and of the Duke of Britain which were coming out of Britain, 
ſhould joyn together : that rhe Parifians would receive them into their Town, 
becauſe they all pretended the Common Wealth tor colour of their enterpriſe : 
and knowing alſo as the Town of Parzs did, ſo all the other Towns in his Realm 
would follow ; for theſe cauſes 1 ſay, he reſoived with all ſpeed poſſible to pur 
himſelf into Paris, meaning to keep theſe rwo great Armies a ſunder : but his 
purpoſe was not to fight, as he hath himſelf divers times told me in communing 
of theſe affairs. | 
CHAP. III. 


How the Earl of Charolois excamped near to MontPhery, and of the Battel fought 
there between the King of France and him. 


H E Earl of Charolois ſuppoſing that the King (being depar- 
red out of Bourbonois ( as before you have heard ) came 
down purpoſely to fight with him : reſolved likewiſe tofer 
forward againſt the King, and then read openly the contents 
of the Letter ſent him by the Lady above mentioned, ( but 
| WW ſuppreſſing her name)and required his SouJdiers to play the 

F \ men,ſaying that he was fully reſolved to hazard the Battel, 
wherefore he marched and encamped art a Village near to Paris called Longin- 
2mean, and the Earl of S. Pale with the Vaward lodged at ontlhery , two 
Leagues beyond LZongiumeas , from whence te ſent Foreriders and Scouts a- 
broad, to underſtand of the Kings coming, and What way he took : farther in 
the preſence of the Earl of S. Paule, rhe Lord of Hawlt-bourdin, and the Lord of 
Contay, Longiumean was aſſigned for the place of the Bartel , and thither jr 
as 


PE Le 2 
Fs 


mY 
EF, ; 


PLS 
44 


E] 
A 


Philip ds Commines, 
was agreed that the Earl of S. Paul ſhould retire with the Vatvard if the King 


hapned ru comes ; : | 
Now you ſhall underſtand that the Earl of 24ain with ſeven or eight hundred 

men of arms lay continually ih face of the Dukes of Betry and Britain, who were 

accompanied with 2 numbet of wiſe and valiant Knighrs,that King Lewss had pur 


from their Penſions ayd Offices at his firſt coming td the ſtate, (notwithſtan- 


ding the great ſervices they had done his Father, in the recovering and pacifying 
of the Realm : ) whereof afterward full often he repented him: Aimnong theſe 
Knights was the Earl of Dyuzois, a man of great experience in all matters *, the 
Marſhal of Zoheac, the Earl of Dampmartin,the Lord of Buezl, and divers others, 
accompanied with the number of five hundred men of arms who lately had for- 
ſaken the Kings pay, and retired themſelves to the Duke of Brita:z, bf whole 
only ſubje&s this whole force conſiſted, The Earl of «in who lay continually 
in the face of the two Dukes Camp, (as you have heard) finding himſelf roo 
weak to encounter with them, diſlodged continually before them, approching 
ncarer and nearer to the King, in like manner the Dukes of Berry and Britazn en» 
devored to join with the Bargwndians. Some have held opinion that the Earl of 
Main had ſecret intelligence with the Princes, but I could never underſtand any 
ſuch thing, neither do I believe it * . 

The Earl of (harolois lying incamped at Lowgiaumeas (as you have heard) and 
his Vaward at Mont hery, was advertiſed by a Priſoner, that the Earl of Main 
with his whole force, all the men of arms of the Kings ordinary retinue, being 
to the number of two and twenty hundred, and the Arriereban © of Damn{phine 
rogether with forty orfifry Gentlemen of Savoy, excellent good [oldiers, were 
all joined with the kings 

The King in the mean time conſulted with the Earl of 2ain, the high Se- 
neſchal of Normandy called De Brezey, the Admiral of France who was of the 
houſe of Montaubas, and others what was to be donezand in the end whatſoever 
was ſaid or adviſed to the contrary, reſolved not to fight, neither to approach 
near to the Burgandians Camp, but only to enter into Paris * which in mine 0- 
pinion was the beſt and ſafeſt courſe. He ſtood in great doubt of this high Se- 
neſchal of Normandy, and therefore deſired him to tell him truly whether he 
had given his faith in writing to the Princes that came againſthim : wheretinto 
the Seneſchal anſwered after his merry jeſting manner; that he had, ard that the 
Writing ſhould remain with them, but the body ſtiould ſerve him which his an- 
{wer the King took in good part, and gave him the leading of his Vaward, and 
put alſo under his charge, the guides whoſe help he uſed, becauſe he meant to 
ſhun the bartel as you have heard; But the Seneſchal being wedded to his own 
will ſaid privily to certain of his familiar friends, that he would that day join 
the two Atmies ſo near together that he had need to be a good man of war that 
ſhould ſever them without barrel, which his promiſe he performed; though to 
bis own coſt, for the firſt man that was ſlain was himſelf *, and his band with 
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z This Zobn 
Earl of Duy- 
nois was ba- 
ſtard to Lewis 
Duke of 0r- 
leans. Meyer. = 
b Yet La Mar- 
che ſaith that 
the Earl of 
Main \was of 


lc the Princes 


confederacy, 
cThe A:r:ere- 
ban 1s an edi& 
never proclai- 
med bur in 
caſes of great 
EXtremity : 
for all as well 
Nobles as 0- 
thers arethere- 
upon bound 
ro repair to 
the King, di- 
vers of the 
which before 
the proclama- 
tion thereof 
are not bound 
by their te- 
nure to move. 
The Arrierc- 
ban of Daul- 
phine here 
named, were 
all thoſe of 
the Country 
of Daulphine, 
that held by 
this tenure, 
Read the | 
Edi& made by 
King Francis 
Anno 1543. 
and Girarde _ 
of the ſtate of 
France, lib. 2. 
fol. 113. 

a The King 
by the per- 


ſwaſjon of 


the Earl of 
Main and the 


Seneſchat _ 
Brezey refal- 
ved at the faſt 
to fight, An- 
nal Bargund. + 


© Brezey had 
changed ar- 


him. Theſe his words, the King hath often ſince rehearſed to me; for I ſerved mor with the 


then the Earl of Charolois. 
Burt to proceed, the 27, of July, * the year 1465. the Kings Vaward came to 


King which 
cauſed his, 
death : for 


AontPhery where the Earl of $. Paul lodged, who incontinent advertiſed *hoſe tharſlue 


Annal. Aquitan, but Meyer ſaith, he was reported to be ſlain by the Kings procurement, which 1 kno 


the Earl of (harolois lying two leagues thence ( namely at Zomgiumean, the Nd] = 


the King, 
w not where he 


Snderh. #Of the day of the batel, Annal. Franc. agree withour author, but Annal. Burgund. and 4»»a!, Aquitan. ſay 
17. Meyer hath17.Cal. Avgnſti,that is the 165.diy of 74ly,and with him agreeth Gaguin and La Marche, who was pretenc at 


the battel and knighted in it, 


— 


place 


10 T he firſt Book of 
place aſſigned for the barrel) of their arrival, deſiring him of aid with all ſpeed, 
and alledging that becauſe all his men of arms and Archers were lighted on foor, 
and incloſed with their carriage, he could not poſſibly retire to Long iumean ac- 
cording to the order agreed on, without ſeeming to fly, whereby he ſhould 
both diſcourage and endanger the whole Army. Which meflage received, the 
Earl of (harolois ſent forthwith the baſtard Burgundy called Anthony with a 
great band of men to join with the Earl of St. Pau/, and debated with himſelf 
whether he ſhould go thither in perſon or not,and in the end marched forward 
with the reſt and came to the place about ſeven of the cJock tn the morning: bur 
before his arrival five or ſix of the Kings Enſigns were diſplaied along upon a 
- grearditch ſide between the two Armies. | 

The Vicechancellor of Britain called Rowuille was yet in the Earl of Charo- 
his Camp, and with him an ancient man of arms named Maderey, the ſelf ſame 
that delivered Poyt+Ste Maxence to the Burgundians:againſt theſe rwo the whole 
Army murmured, becauſe the battel being now ready to be given,the forces they 
had ſo much vanted of were yet uncome. VVherfore they were both in grear fear, 
and fled before the two Armies joined, taking their way to the Britains Camp. 
/ The Earl of Charolois Company ſer themſelves in order of battel as they mar- 
 ched, and ar their arrival found the Earl of Sf, Paul on foot, and all the Archers 
diſmounted, each man having a pale pitched before him. Farther, they beat our 
the heads of divers pipes of wine to drink : and ſure for thoſe few battels I have 
bin ingI never ſaw men in my lite more deſirous ro fight, which me thought was 
a good (ign and a great comfort, Order was given at firſt that we ſhould all lighr 
on foot none excepted,but that order was afterward altered. For almoſt all the 
men of Armes mounted again on horſeback, ſave certain valiant Knights and 
Eſquires appointed to fight among the footmen, namely, Monſieur de Cordes,and 
Matter Philip ot Lalazne,with divers others : for at that time among the Burgux- 
aians the honourableſt perſonages fougnt on foot among the Archers, to the end 
_ the Infantry might be the better afſured and fight the more couragiouſly, which 
Seo ety order they learned of the Engliſhmen, with whom Duke 74:/ip being confede- 
with the Eng- Tate in his youth, made war upon the Realm of Frazce the ſpace of 32. years 
liſh _ bur without truce *© But the burden of thefe wars lay upon the Engliſhmens ſhoul- 
4Sh * ich ders, who were at that time rich and mighty,and had a wiſe, goodly and valiant 
alſo Introdu- King called Henry,accompanied with fage,bardy,and expert Captains, namely, 
fon d:. is the Earl of Salisbury, Talbot and others, whom I paſs over, becauſe thoſe wars 
the league were before my time,notwithſtanding I have ſeen the reliques of them. For when 
began An1o _ God meant to withdraw his goodneſs from the Eg liſhmen,this wile King died ar 
dcd 4am 1435 Bots de Vincennes, and his ſon who proved but a {imple man, was crowned king 
> The Bu- of France and England at Paris. Soon after,all was turned topfie turvy in Eng- 
gundians Ol land. For civil wars aroſe among them which have endured almoſt till this pre- 
ſuddenly, that ſent,by reaſon that the houſe of Terk uſurped the Crown, or held it by good 

< ay vary ticle,I wot not well whetheryfor the lot of Kingdoms is given from heaven. 
pleat armour But to return to the hiſtory,this diſmounting and remounting of the Burgan- 
rhey had nor diaz, cauſed both grear delay of time, and loſs of men, for arthis inſtant, thar 
blo chete young valiant knight Maſter Philip of Zalaine, being but flenderly armed was 
lighter armour {]ain*, The Kings forces marched ſcatteringly along by the Forreſt of Torfon, 
abour them, being hardly 400.men of arms at our firſt arrival, ſo that if we had then charged 
cauſe of La- them, 11 mine opinion we had found: no refiſtance, for they that were behind 
lains death, could not have aided the former, becauſe they could not march forward upon a 


Annal, Bur- | a , : 
gund. . froat,bur one by oneatter an other. Notwithſtanding,tnetr number continually 
| increaſed 
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increaſed, which this wiſe Knight Monſieur de Contay perceiving, came and told 
his Maſter the Earl of Charolozs, that if he would obtain the Victory it was 
time to give the charge, confirming his opinion by divers good reaſons, and 
adding that if he had aſſailed bis enemies ar his firſt arrival, they had already 
been diſcomfited , for then their number was ſmall, but now greatly increaſed 
as eaſy it was to be diſcerned, and ſure he ſaid true * . Then was every mans ad- pls uſed 
vice asked, and the former order clean alter'd, bur in the mean time a great and @n to pers 
hot Skirmiſh was already begun, at the very entry into the Village of Montl- _ _ , 
hery,all of ſhot on both ſides. The Kings Bands were led by Poncer of Riviere,be- eater 
ing all Archers of his ordinary retinue, gliſiring 10 gilt and very well appointed, here nor ex- 
But the Earls ſhot was out of order,obedient to no man, and doing all things of Po = 
their own brain. Thus began the Skirmiſhes in which the Lord ?hitip of La- yent the 244: 
lain, * and James of Mas a Valiant Gentleman, afterward Maſter of the Horſe to Jon _=_ +o 
Duke Charles of Burgundy,fought on foot among the Archers. The Burgundians frth ſhow 
being the greater number, rook a houſe, and bare two or three doors before incloſe him - 
them, wherewith they covered themſelves in ſtead of Targats, and after they bon yg 
were entred the Streer, fer fire on a houſe, the wind was with them, and blew 4a. 3u- © 
the flame in their enemies faces, who thereupon retired, and afterward took =. 
Hotlſe and fled, with the which Hue & Cry,the Earl of Charolois began to march, nw * tenet 
leaving the order firſt deviſed. For order was frit given that the Earls Battel to be the Fa- 
ſhould reſt twiſe by the way,becauſe his Vaward and his Bartel were far a ſun- _ —_ 
der The Kings Army ſtood near to the Caſtle of MozzPhery, a great hedg and ! Between 
a ditch being between them and us, The fields beyond them bare that year 792m 
Wheat, Beans, and other Grain, grown marvellous high and thick: for the Soil parts Barret 
there is very good, All the Earls (hot marched on foot before him in very evil lay, — o—_ 
order, notwithſtanding that in mine opinion in a Bartel the principal hope of {77 Jnere, 
Victory confifteth in the ſhort, I mean it the force of (ſhot be great ( for ſmall lodged are 
force ſerveth to ſmall purpoſe ) and either evi] mounted ( to the end they be _ Engliſh 
not unwilling to forſake their Horſes) or not mounted at all. Farther the day * 
of Battel, thoſe that are ignorant of the Wars will do a greater exploit, then 
thoſe that have been long trained up therein, this is the Ee liſhmens opinion, 
who are the beſt ſhot in the world : Order was firſt given ( as you have heard ) 
that the Earls Battel ſhould reſt twiſe upon the way, to the end the Foot-men 
might breath them, becauſe the Vaward and it were far aſunder, and the Corn 
high and thick which troubled their going, yet notwithſtanding the clean con- 
trary was done, as though men would purpoſely have loſt all. Wherefore here- 
by, God manifeſtly declared that he is the Lord of Hoſts, and diſpoſeth of the 
Victory as ſeemeth beſt to him ; aud ſure for my part, I cannot be perſwaded, 
that the wiſedom' of one man is ſufficient to govern ſuch a number of men, nor 
that anenterpriſe can be executed in the field, as itis deviſed in the Chamber : 
and farther I verily believe,that who ſo enableth himſelf by his own wit and ca- 
Pacity ro give order in ſo weighty 4 matter,misbehaveth himſelf rowards God. 
Notwithſtanding every man ought todo his indevour therein, acknowledging 
Wars to be one of the accompliſhments of Gods judgments, which often- 
times he beginneth upon ſmall occaſion, ro the end that by giving Victory now 
to one, and now to another, ſome great Realms and Seigntories may fall roruin 
and deſolation,and other ſome increaſe and flouriſh with large Empire and Do- 
minton, for farther proof wheteof mark this that followeth. The Earl of (44+ 
rolois merched without any breathing given to his ſhot and Foot-men upon the 
way. The Kings men of arms paſſed through the hedg above mentioned 

at 
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at two ſeveral places, and when they approched lo near their enemies, that they 

began to charge their ſtaves, the Burgundian men of arms brake their own ſhot, 

and paſſed through ir, not giving them leav to ler one Arrow fly, notwithſtan- 

ding that the ſhot were the principal force and only hope of their Army, for of 

| the men of arms (being to the number of ewelve hundred) I think hardly fifty 

ff knew.how to charge a Launce, there were not four hundred of them armed 
with Cuiraces, and of their retinue not one armed, all the which inconveniences 

grew partly becauſe they had reſted ſo long in peace, & partly becauſe this houſe 

of Burgundy for eaſe of their Subjets, entertained no Souldiers in ordinary. But 

ſince that day, theſe Seigniories of Burgundy have continued in troubls, which 

even at this preſent rather increaſe than diminiſh. Thus the Bargundien men of 

arms ( as you have heard ) brake themſelves the chicf force and only hope of 

their Army, yet notwithſtanding, ſo it pleaſed God to diſpoſe of this matter; 

that onthe right (ide of the Caſtle, where the Earl himſelf ſtood no reſiſtance 

was found. All this day my ſelf never departed from the Earl, being leſs affraid 

then in any other Battel that ever I was at fince, for I was young and knew net 

what peril ment, but wondred how any man durſt reſiſt the Prince I ſerved, 

Geir none to be comparable to him. Such are the cogitations of men lack- 

ing experience, which cauſeth them oftentimes to maintain fond arguments, 

grounded upon ſmall reaſons Wherefore it is good to follow his adviſe that 

ſaith, a man ſeldom repenteth him of roo little ſpeech, but often of too much, 

On the left hand ſtood the Lord of Ravaſtin,and Maſter Fames of S, Paul with di- 

vers others,who well perceived their force too weak toencounter with the ene- 

my that came to —_— them, bur they were now ſo near joyned together, that 

it was too late to deviſe any new order. To be ſhort, theſe were utterly over- 

thrown, and purſued even hard to our Carriage, where certain of the Footmen 

_—_ on > rallied themſelves, bur the greateſt part took the Forreſt, being but half a League 
Pen: S. Max- thence. The ptincipal that followed the Chaſe were the Gentlemen of Day/- 
ence were phiu and Savoy, with certain Companies of men of arms, who ſuppoſed the 
' arc | Victory had been theirs, and not without czviſe, for ſure the Burgunaians flight 
diaxs, becauſe Was great on that ſide, yea and of great Perſonages, The moſt part fled roward 
ne rumer #25 Port 9. Maxences ® ſuppoling ir had held yer for the Earl. In the Forreſt alſo a 
great number ſtaied, among whom was the Earl of S. Panl well accompanied, 


of Charolois 
was ſlain in for he ſtood near to the Forreſt fide, and declared afterward that he held not 


the Battel, 
Meyer, the Bartel as loſt. 


CHAP. IV. 
Of the danger the Earl of Charolois was in, and how be was reſeu'd. 


Sg H E Earl of Charolozs purſued his enemies on that fide him- 

| ſelf ſtood, half a League beyond HomrPhery, and found no 
& reſiſtance, notwithſtanding that he was but flenderly ac- 
companied and met with main enemies, wherefore he held 
the Victory for his : but ſuddenly an old Gentleman of Zax- © 
embourg called Anthony le Breton, came to him and adverti- = 
ſed him that the French were rallied upon the field, ſo that if | 
he followed the Chaſe any further, he ſhould caſt away himſelf, But the Earl 
regarded not his ſpeech, notwithſtanding that he repeated it twiſe or thriſe. Bur 
even in thar inſtant arrived Monſieur de Cop7ay, who told him the ſelf fame tale 
the old Gentleman of Zuxembourg had done, and that in ſo ſtout and bold 
terms, that he gave credit to his words and experience, and preſently retired. 


And 
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And I think verily ifhe had paſſed bur two bow ſhot fartherghe had bcen take 
as divers were that followed the chaſe before him. As he returned, hard by the 
Village he met with a band of foormen flying, whom he purſued being accom- 
panied hardly withan hundred horſe : none of theſe foormen made reſiſtance 
but one, who gave the Earl ſuch a blow on the breſt with a javelin, thar rhe 
mark thereof appeared at night : the greateſt part of the reſt eſcaped through 
the Gardens, but he that ſtrake the Earl Was (lain. And as we paſled hard by 
the Caſtle, we found the Archers of the Kings guard before the Gate, who never 
abandoned their place for our coming : whereat the Earl much marvelled; 
for he thought the Battel had been at an end, but he found it otherwiſe : for as 
he turned about toenter into the Field (part of his Company being ſcattered 
from him) ſuddenly fifteen or ſixteen men of arms gave a charge upon him, and 
at the very firſt ſlue his Carver named Philip D'orgues bearing a guydon on his 
arm. The Earl was there in uu danger and received many hurts, eſpecially 
one in the Throat with a ſword (the mark whereof ſtack by him as long as he 
lived) by reaſon that his beaver being evil faſtened in the morning wasfallen 
away, and my ſelf ſaw when itfell. The Enemies laid hands upon him, ſaying, 
My Lord yield, we know you well enough, be not wiltully ſlain: buthe man- 
fully defended himſelf, And art that inſtant a Phylitians Son of P4r# thar ſerved 
the Earl, named Fohn Cadet being a great lubberly fellow, mounted upon a 
ſtrong jade like himſelf,ran through the Enemies, and brake them *, wherewith = 7 !: Marche 
hey retired to the ditch ſide, (the place they had taken in the morning) the ra- Guemmm 
ther for that they diſcovered one of our Enfigis marching in the midit of the the Earl. oo 
Field, and approching near tous, being the Baſtatd of Burg anay's Enſign,all tat- 5*1t Coutrrel,or 
rerd and torn to the which- the Earl all embrewed in his own blood retired, pong * - 
leaving at his Archers Enſign not above forty men, with whom we being hard- Bruze!s, his 
ly thirty, joyned in great fear- The Eart incontinent changed his horſe, ha- PiyfinansSon, 
ving a freih horſe brought him by Sim of Puingy then his Page,and fince aman — 7 mncde-oy 
well kriown : and rode about the Field to rally his men,leaving us that tarried ately he made 
behind him in ſuch fear, thar by the ſpace of an hour we were all fully reſolved —_— 
ro fly, if but an hundred Enemies had marched againſt us : notwithſtanding our Brabant, Ga: 
men came to us by ten and twenty in a Troup,as well horſemen as foormen,bur £2 wrieeth 
of the footmen'many were hurt, and all very weary, partly becauſe of the Bat- _ = tp 
tel, and partly becauſe of their unreaſonable journey in the morning. Soon af- 4anger, once 
rer returned the Earl himſelf, hardly accompanied with an hundred men, but "eg 
by little and little our number increaſed. The corn which bur half an hour 5. Belin, and 
before had been ſo high, was now troden flat down, by means whereof, aroſe © ——— | 
2 terrible duſt, all the Fields lay ſtrewed with dead bodies of men and horſes, tert Crefler. 
but becauſe of the duſt none could be known. # 

Immediately after this, we diſcovered the Earl of St, Paul iſſuing out of the 
Forreſt accompanied with forty men of Arms, and his zuydon marched ſtraigr 
towards us,and continually increaſed in number,bur becauſe he was far from us, 
we ſent twice or thrice to him deſiring him tro make haſt, which notwithſtanding 
he did nor,neither altered his pace, but cauſed his men to take up the lances thac 
lay upon the ground,and came in very good order, which fight much comforted 
us. With him a great number rallied themſelves & in the end came & joined with 
us,ſo that we were then to the number of eight hundred men of arms, but foot- 
men few or none, which was the only let the Earl obtained nor perfedt victory, 
tor there was a great ditch and a thick hedg between his Bartel and the Kings 

Of the Kings part fled the Earl of Maiz with divers others, to the number 
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ofcight hundred men of arms. Some have held. opinion that the ſaid Earl of 
Maine had intelligence with the Burgandians, but for mine own part I beleive 
it not, Never was in any Battel ſo great flight on both ſides, bur the two Princes 
kept the Field : of the Kings part there was a man of Honor that fled as far as 
Lnzignan without ſtay, and ofthe Earls part a Noble perſonage to Queſnoy le 
b For the. two Comte, theſe two had no great defire to bite one another *, 
_—— _ While the two Armies ſtood thus in order of Battel, the one in face of che 
pvechree Other, the Artillery ſhot terribly, which flue men on borh ſides, bur neither 
| hundred Eng- party deſired a new Field. Notwithſtanding our band was greater then the 
- ny * Kings, but his preſence and the curteous language he uſed ro his Soldiers, was 
a great ſtay to his people, fo far forth, that Iam throughly perſwaded both by 
mine own knowledge and that I have {ſince heard, thar had it not been for him 
alone they had all led. Some of our company deſired anew Bartel, eſpecially 
the Lord of Haultbourdin, alleadging that he diſcovered a Troup of Enemies 
flying, and undoubredly if we could have recovered bur an hundred Archers 
ro have (hot through the hedg above-mentioned, al) had been ours. 
While this matter was in communication, and both the Armies ſtanding thus 
in order of Battle without fight, the night approched, and the King retired to 
Corbeil, but we thought he had Encamped in the Field, becauſe fire falling by 
chance into a barrel of powder, and certain Carts laden with munition in the 
place where the King had ſtood, rook in the end the great hedg above-menti=- 
oned, which we ſuppoſed to have been the Frenchmens fires there Encamped, 
whereupon the Earl of St, Paul and the Lord of Haulibourdin, who fcemed to 
be the men of greateſt experience in our Army, commanded our Carriage to be 
brought to the place where we were, and our Camp to be incloſed therewith, 
and ſy it was. And as we ſtood there rallied together in order of Batre], divers 
Frenchmen returning from the chaſe, and ſuppoſing the Victery to be theirs, and 
our Camp the Kings, paſſed through the midſt of us, ſome of them efcaped,bur 
the moſt were {lain« The men of name that died on the Kings part were theſe, 
Maſter Geffery of St. Belin, the high Seneſchal of Normandy, and Captain Fle- 
quer, 3nd of the Burgundians, Maſter Philip of Lalaine : of ftootmen and common 
Soldiers we loſt more than the King, but of horſemen the King more than we : of 
Priſoners the French took the beſt of thoſe that fled. There were ſlain of both 
© There were ſides two thouſand at the leaſt *© The Battle was well Fought, and there were 
lain arthe of both partics that did their endevory, ſome in Fighting, and ſome in flying, bur 
. ſure in mine opinion it was a worthy feat of arms to rally themſelves together 
2000, Anal. Upon the Field, and to ſtand threeor four hours in order of Bartel, the one in 
=» cg face of the other, and undoubtedly both the Princes had good cauſe to make ac- 
Gaguin 3600, Count of their Subjeasthar ſtood ſo well by them ar their need, But they did 
herein like men not like Angels, for ſome loſt their Offices for flying,which were 
beſtowed upon others that fled ten leagues beyond them : one of our part loſt 
his credit, and was commanded out of his Maſters preſence, but within one 
month he was in greater favour than before. 

When we were incloſed with our Carriage, every man lodged himſelf as 
commodiouſly as he could,a great number of us were hurt,and the whole Army 
almoſt diſcouraged, fearing that the Pariſiays with two hundred men of arms 
that were within the City, and the Marſha] Foachiz the Kings Licutenant there, 
would iflue forth and aflail us on the other ſide, After it was dark night 
fifty launces were commanded to go forth to underſtand where the King 


| lodged, but bardly twenty of them went, notwithſtanding that our Camp was 
not 
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not above three bow ſhot from the place where we ſuppoſed the King had en- 


camped, In the mea ntime the Earl of Chardlois ate and drank x lictte, as did all. 
the reſt of the company, each man in his own Todging, and the wound in his. 


neck was drefſed : bur we were forced to remove out of the place where he re- 
freſhed himſelf, three or four dead bodiesto make himi room; and to bring rws 
bottles of Straw , upon the which he ſat down. And as they removed theſe 
dead bodies, one of the poor naked ſouls. began to call for drink, itito whoſe 
mouth was powred a little of the Tyſay the Earl had drunk off; wherewith his 


ſpirits revived, and then he was known to be one Sawvarie an Archer of the 


Earls Guard a Valiant fellow, who was drefled and healed. 
The Earl debated with his Councel what was to be done;the firſt that ſpake 


was the Earl of S. Paul, who ſaid we were in great danger, and gave adviſe by 
break of day toretire honieward, to-burn part of our Carriage; to fave only the” 


Artillery, and to give order that none ſhould lead back any Carriage, bur ſuch 
as had above ten nab under their Charge, adding that it was impoſſible co 
lie there wichout Viduals between Paris and the King. After him ſpake Moun- 


fieur de Haulrbourdin almoſt to the ſame effeR, ſave that he adviſed us to ſtay 


till we underſtood what news our Scouts that were abroad would bring us;to 
the which purpoſe ſpake allo three or four others. But the laſt thar ſpake was 
Mounſieur de Contay,who (aid that ſoſoon as the Army ſhould underſtand of this 
reſolurion they would all fly, and by that means be taken and ſpoyled before 
they had gone twenty Leagues : which his opinion he confirmed by divers very 
good reaſons. Wherefore he gave adviſe that every man ſhould lodg himſelf 
as commodiouſly as he could thar night, and the next morning by break of day 
begin a new field with determination either to live or die upon the place, which 
he co be a ſafer coutſe thantofly. The Earl of {harolois followed the ſaid 
Contay's adviſe, and gave every man commandment to take his reſt for two 
hours, and at the ſound of the Trumper to be in areadineſs: farther he willed 
divers by name to ſend to comfort his Souldiers. - - + 3X 

Abour midnight our Scouts that were abroad rerurned, and it wellappeared 
they had not been far : for they brought word that the King lodged art the fires 
above mentioned. Incontinent others were ſent forth, and within an hour after 
every man put himſelf in a readineſs to fight, bur the moſt part had rather have 
fled. About break of day our Scouts laſt ſent forth met one of our Carters 
whom the enemies had taken priſoner that morning as he brought a pot of wine 
from MontPhery, This Carter told them that the Frexch were all fled, whereof 
they ſent ward incontinent to the Camp, and went rhemſelves to the place; and 
found the Carters report true, whereupon they returned 3, ith this news co the 
&teat comfort of the whole Army,and then a number ctyed to purſue them;that 
made but ſmall haſt after them, nor an hour before« My felf had an old Horfe 
balf tired, who by chance thruſt his head into a Pail ot Wine and drunk it off, 
which made him luſtier.and freſher that,day than ever before. © ' 
© Whenir was broad day every man mivunted on Horfe-back: and the Squa- 
drons make a goodly thew in the field, norwirhitanding all our Companies 
were not yet come together, but a number recurced ar that preſent which had 
lien hidden in the woods all night, The Earl of {harolois ſaborned a Franciſcan 
Fryer, who brought word to the Camp thar he came from the Britains, who 
would be there the ſelffame day, which news comforted nor a little the whole 
Army, bur all men believed ir nots | | ; | 

Immediately after, to wit; about ten ry the Clock in the morning; w—_ 

Z en 
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the Vice-Chancellor of Britaiz, called Rowwille, and Xaderey abuve mentioned 
with him, accompanied with two Archers of the D. of Britains Guard in their 
Livery Coats, which comforted marvellouſly the whole Army, and the faid 
Vice-Chancellor was asked where he had been, and was commended for his 
departure ( confidering the great murmuring that was riſen againſt him ) bur 
much more for his return, and every man welcomed them and made them 
ood cheer. 

All this day the Earl of (harolojs kepr till the Field, rejoycing greatly, and 
wholly attributing the honor of the Victory to himſelf alone, which glory coft . 
him dear, for after this he never followed any mans advice but his own, and 
whereas before he had hated the Wars, and loved nothing that appertained' 
thereunto: his thoughts were after this ſo clean altered that he continued in_ 
the Wars till his death, in them ended his life,and by them deſolated his houſe, 
at the leaſt brought it marvellouſly underfoor, though not altogether deſtroyed 
it. Three Noble and wiſe Princes his Predeceflors had ſo highly advanced ir, 
that few Kings except the King of Fraxce were mightier then he, and in rich and 
ſtrong Towns none paſled him : but no man, eſpecially no Prince ought to artri- 
bare roo much to himſelf, but ro acknowledg all proſperity and good ſucceſs 
to proceed from God. Sure theſe two things I dare boldly ſay in his commen- 
dation, firſt thac I think never man endured more Travel than he in all points of 
bodily labour and exerciſe ; and ſecondarily that in mine opinion, I never knew 
hardier Gentleman : for I never heard him complain of wearineſs, I never ſaw 
him ſhew any countenance of fear, yet was I with him ſeven years together in 
the Wars : every Summer without fail, and ſometimes both Winter and;Sum- 
mer his attempts and enterpriſes were ſo high and difficult, that only God by 
his abſolute power could have atchicved them, for-chey paſſed far mans reach, 


CHAP. V. 


How the Dake of Berry the Kings Brother, and the Duke of Britain joyned with 
the Earl of Charolois eg «inſt the Ring. | | 


HE next day being the third after the Batte], we removed our Camp 
| and lodged at MontPFhery, out of the which the people fled, part 
 @-., intothe Church Steeple, and part into the Caſtile, bur the Earl cauſed 
them to return totheir houſes, neither loſt they the value of one peny, tor every 
man paid his ſhot as truly as if he had been in Flanders, The Caſtle held for 
the King, and was not:affaulted by us. The third day being paſſed, the Ear] 
of (harolois by the Lord of Contajs adviſe departed to Eftampes ( a good and 
commodious lodging, and in a fruitful Soil ) meaning to prevent the Britaizs, 
who came that way, and before their arrival to lodg his men that were ſick 
and hurt in the Town, and the reſt abroad in the Fields. This good lodg- 
ing and the Earls long abode there ſaved many a mans life. 'At the ſaid 
Town of Eftampes arrived the Lord Charles of France then Duke of Berry, and 
the Kings only Brother, accompanied with the Duke of Britain, the Earl of Du- 
nos, the Lord of Damwpmartis,the Lord of Loheac, the Lord of Bucil, the Lord 
of Chaumount and Maſter Charles of Ambeiſe his Son ( who ſince hath carried 
great credit in this Realm) all the which the King at his firſt coming to the 
Crown had diſplaced and put out of Office, notwithſtanding the great Services 
they had done the King his Father and the Realm, both in the Conqueſt of Nor- 


mandy & in divers other Wars. The Earl of Charolois & all the Noblemen that 
| were 
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were. with him went forth toi receive them, and lodged their perſo1s in the 
Town, where their lodgings were already made, bur their Forces lay abroad in 
the Vieids. They had with them cight hundred men of arms very well appointed, 

a preat number of which were Britons, who lately had forſaken the Kings pay, 
and theſe made agallant ſhew in their Camp : of Archers and other Soldiers 
armed wich good Brigandines they had great Force, fo that I ſuppoſe they were 
fix thouſznd men on horſeback, all in very good order, and lure this Army 
ſhewed the Duke of Bricaiz to be a great Prince, for they were all paid out of 


his Cofters *. | : x OO 2 The Britains 
Thz King being retired ro Corbeil (as you have heard) was not idle, neither _ was of 
: ©0000 MEN 


forgar what he had to do, bur went ſtraight into Normandy partly to levy men, ,,,1_ 1; 
and partly becauſe he feared Rebellion in rhe Country, but a great part of his and the Ar- 
Forces he lett about Par# in thoſe places that had moſt need of deferice, cm anger 
The firlt evening that all theſe Princes mer ar Eflampes, they told news each wereall 
ro otherzthe Britons had taken priſoners certain of the Kings part that fled, and if —_—_ 
chey had been bur a little nearer the place of the Battle, they had either taken or Oe 
diſcomfited the third part of his Army. They had firſt given order to ſend forth men of arms 
certain bands before them, to underſtand how near the Kings Army and the —_— 
Earls were together, bur they altered their minds. Notwithſtanding Maſter thouſand, 
{harles of Amboiſe and certain with him ſcoured the Country before their Army, 
ro ſee if they could meet any of their Enemies, and certain Priſoners as you have 
heard they rook,and part alſo of the Kings Artilfery. Theſe Priſoners reported 
unto them, that undoubtedly the King was ſlain (for ſo they ſuppoſed becauſe 
they fled ar the very begining of the Battle, (which News the abovenamed 
Matter Charles of LAmboiſe and they that were with him brougtit to the Britains 
Camp,who rejoyced marvellouſly there, ſuppoſing it had been true,and hoping 
for great rewards if the Lord Charles were King. Further they debated in Coun- 
cel (as a man of credit there preſent,afrerward advertiſed me) how they might 
rid the Country of the Burgandians, and ſend them home in the Divels name, 
and were in a manner all agreed to cut their Throats if they could,but this their 
joy ſoon ended, whereby you may perceive what ſuddain alterations are in a 
Realm in ſuch troubles. 
But torerurn to the Camp lying at Efampes, when every man had ſupped and 
4 great number being walking in the Streets : The Lord Charles of France, and 
the Earl of Charolos withdrew themſelves to a window, where they entred into 
very earneſt Communication. Now you ſhall underſtand that there was among 
the Britains one that took great pleaſure in throwinz Squibs into the Air; which 
when they fall ro the ground run flaming among men, his name was Maſter 
Fohn Boutefeu, or Maſter Joh de Serpens, | wot not well whether This merry 
companion being ſecretly hidden in a houſe, threw two or three Squibs into 
the Air from a high place where he ſtood, one of the which by chance ſtrake a- 
g4inſt the bar of the window where theſe two Princes Communed together, 
wherewichal both of them ſtarted ſuddainly up, being aſtoniſhed ar this acci- 
dent, and each beholding other, ſuſpeCing this to be purpoſely done to hurr 
them: then camethe Lord of Contay to Ins Maſter the Earl of (harolozs, and 
after he had told him a word or two in hisear, went down, and cauſed all the 
men of arms of the Earls houſe, and all the Archers of his Guard;and a number 
of others to arm themſelves. Incontinent alſo the Earl of Charoloii moved the. 
Duke of Berry tro command the Archers of his Guard to do the like, whereupon 
1mmediately two or three hundred men of arms, ſtood on foot in harneſs be- 
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fore the gate, with a great number of Archers, the which ſought round abour 
from whence this fire might come : in the end the poor tcllow that had done 
the deed fell down upon his knees before them conteſſing the fat, and threw 
thrce or four other Squibs into the air, whereby ke pur divers out of ſuſpicion 
each of other,thus the matter turned to a jeſt, and every man unarmed-himſelt 
224 went to bed, The next day in the morning they ſar in Councel to debate 
what was to be done, all the Princes with their principal Servants being there 
preſent, and as they were of divers parts and not obedient to-one head, ſo were 
they alſo of divers opinions as inſuch Aflemblies it cannot be otherwile choſen, 
Bur amovg the reſt of their talk, certain words that paſſed the Duke of Berry 
(who was young and unacquainted with ſuch exploits) wereeſpecially marked : 
for he ſeemed already to be weary of this enterpriſe, alledging the great number 
of the Earl of Charo/ows men that he had ſeen in the Town hurt and maimed, 
of whom i ſhew char he had pity and compaſſion he brake torth into this 
ſpeech and ſaid, Thar he had rather the matter had never been begun, than thar 
ſo much miſchict ſhould ariſe by his occaſion and for his cauſe, which words 
diſpleaſed greatly the Earl of Charoloz and his men as hereatrer you thall hear : 
Notwichſtanding they concluded in this Aflembly to go before Paris: ro prove 
whether the Town would enter into League with them tor the benefit of the 
Common Wealth(which they all pretended co be the only cauſe of their Afem- 
bly) being fully perſwaded that all the Towns in the Realm would follow che 
example thereof, The words above-mentioned uttered by the Duke of Zerry in 
this Aſſembly, put the Earlof (haroloi and his men 1ntoluch a dump, char 
> charles Duke £Dcy (aid thus one to another, Heard you this mar ſpeak ; he is a'ſconraged for ſe- 
of Burgundy wen or eight handred hart perſons that he ſeeth in the Town, who are none of his 
_ + 16+ but meer ſtrangers to him, he would be otherwiſe troubled then if the matter ſhould 
caſter after this touch himſelf in any point, and eaſily be won to agree with his Brother and leave 
ſort. Joby of 2,5 i732 the mire, and becauſe of the lows Wars that have been in times paſt betwren 
9m 6 wy : King Charles his Father and the Duke of Burgundy my Father, both the parties 
Iſfue by  woald ſoo conſent and turn their Forces againſt #1, wherefore it ## good to provide ws 
> pay of Friends in time. And upon this ſuſpicion only, Witham of Cluny, Prenorary, 
Daughter and Who dicd Biſhop of Poidtiers was ſent into Expland to Kicg Edward the Fourth 
Heir to He? then Reigning, to whom the Earl of Charolozs had ever betore been mortal ene- 
Duke of Darby 2 | # ; - 
and Lancaſter, My» ſupporting the houſe of Laxcaſter againſt him, of the which be was Iflued 
Philip which þy his Mother *. And the ſaid. Clunies inftruftions were ro Trear with King 
on — Edward of a marriage bety. cen the Kings Siſter called H{argaret, and the Earl of 
Portugal Ba- Charolots, not to conclude che matter, but only to pur the King in hope thereof : 
m_ — #- for tie Earl knowing how greatly the King defired this marriage, ſuppoſed by 
whom ſhe had £015 means to win hum to take his part it he needed his help, at the leal(t ro ſtay 
Iuc zl = him from attcmpting ought againſt hime And notwithſtanding thar he mcant 
ny Fre x nothing leſs than the accompliſhment thereof, becauſe as fervently as he loved 
Burgundy by the houſe of Zazcaſter, as extreamly hatred he the houſe of York: yer was the 
0 arkop em matter ſo laboured, that certain years after, the marriage was accompliſhed «, 
Chirles. and tne Earl reccivedalſothe Order of the Garter, and ware it till his dying 
* Margar? day. Many ſuch deedis often done upon ſuſpicion only, eſpecially among 
7 x arti” grcat Princes, Who are much more ſaſpicious than other men, becauſe of the 
3n the 7-w- doubts and reportsthat arc daily brought unto them oftentimes by flatrerers 
fx ogg upon no Uccalion. _- 
1458. M:yzr. 
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CHAP. VI. 
How the Earl of Charolois and hu confederates with their whole Army, paſſed 


the River of Seine upon a Bridg made of Boats ; How John Duke of Calabria 

goyned with them: and how they all Encamped before Paris. 

A having Sojourned there certain daies, and Marched to S. Matwrin of 
Larchant, and Moret in (aſtinov, in the which two little Towns the 

Lord Charles of France, and the Britains lodged, bur the Earl of Cherolors En- 


Ll theſe Princes according to their determination departed from Effampes, 


_ camped in a great medow upon the River of Sezze,and made Proclamation that 


every man ſhould bring a hook with him to faſten his horſe therewith, he car- 
ried alſo with him ſeven or etght ſ:nall Boats in Carts, and great (tore of pipe- 
board,meaning therewith ro make 4 Bridg over the River of Stine, becauſe theſe 
Princes had no patlage there, The Earl of Dunoz accompanied him riding ina 
Litter, for becauſe ofthe Gouc he could not fir on horſeback, notwithſtanding 
his Enſign was borne with him, VWhen they came to the River they launched 
forth the Boats they brought with them, and rook an Iland inthe mid(t of the 
Stream, where certain of our Archers landed and skirmiſhed. with a company 
of ho:ſemen thardetended rhe paſſage on the other fide under the leading ot che 
Marſhal Foachiz and Sallezard, The place was much to che diſadvantage of the 
French, becaulc it was high and in a good]y vine Country, beſides that the Bur- 
gundians had great ſtore of Artillery under the charge of a notable Gunner 
named Maſter Girald, whom they took Priſoner at the Battel of erntÞ hery, 
being then in the Kings ſervice, To be ſhort, the above-mentioned horſemen 
were forced to abandon the paſlage and retire ro Paris. The ſelf {fame night the 
Bridg was made from that fide of the River where we lay tothe [}1nd,where j11- 
continent the Earl of Charolozs cauſed his Pavillion to be pirched, and lodoed 
thcre all night with fifry men of arms of his houſe : by day-break a great num- 
ber of Coopers wereſet on work to make Cask of the pipeboard we broughe 
with us, Who fo beſtirred themſelves, that before noon the Bridg was mae 
from the Lland to the other {ide of the River, Incontinent paſſed the Earl of 
Charolois, and cauſed his Tents whereof he was well turniſhed, ro be pirched : 
over the ſame Bridg palled alſo his whole Army and Artillery, and lodged upon 
the {ide of a Hill hanging towards the River, by means whercot his Camp made 
a goodly ſhew to thoſe that came ater, 

It was that whole daics woik to convey over the Earls own Forces, but the 
next morning by day-break paſted alſo the Dukes of Berry and Britain with their 
whole Army, commending tiits Bridg to be very commodiouſly and ſpec dily 
made,they marched when they were paſled,a little beyond the Earl,and Encam- 
ped allo upon the hill. Vhen it was dark night we diſcovercd a great number of 
fires as far from us as we could well diſcern, which divers ſuppoled to be the K. 
Forces,but before midnight we were advertiſed that it was Fob D.ot * Calabris 
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x Ttis requiſite 
that I ſhould 
here ſet down 
the particular 
quarrcl that 
every one of 
theſe Princes 
lad to che 
King, ſome 
are mentioned 
by our Author, 
and others 1n 
other Authors, 
The Duke of 
Bert 2zes qQuar- 
rel was for a 
larger part- 
age. The Earl 
of Charolors 
demand<d re- 
ſtiturion ofthe 
Territories 
upon the Ri- 
ver of Somm?. 
the Due of 
Britain had 
caule to be 
offended and. 
afeard becauſe 
the King had 
picked a cnar- 
rel to j11m by . 
demanding of 
him tre 
things, never 
before &-m2tt- 
ae of any D. 
of Brit : 
The firſt, that 
ſhe ſhould no 
more write 11 
his file Dez 
gratia Britan- 
wie Dux : The 
ſecond, that 
he thould pay 
ro the King a 
yearly tribute: 
The third, 
that all the 
Spiritual Li- 
vings 1n By;z- 


$43n ſhould be left to the Kings diſpoſing. For theſe cauſes the Dnke of Brit4/z joyned with the Princes:The Duke of Cal1- 
bria had cauſe of oftence, becauſe being entred 1nto 7taly to recover the Realm ot V:9/zs, and the King having promiſed 


him aid:after the fd Duke cf £2/2brir was overthrown at Tro7z 1n Apulizithe King refuſed to ſend him the 
» 


aid promiſed, 


ſo that he was forc=d utrerly to abandon his enterpriſe. The Duke of Bourbon had married the Kings Siſter.,and could nor 
get her marriage mony : The Duke of Nem9+rs,Earls of Dunois,D1lzbret, and the reſt of the Noblemen aud Gentlemen 
were againft the King, tome becauſe rhey were put out of penſion and office, many becaule the k. fought to deprive them 
of the Royalties they had in their Scigniories touching Hunting and RKawking.and fought to draw all to hitmtelf, bur all 17 
general were offended becauſe he contemned his Nobility,and entertained none bur men of baſe eſtareabour hym. Thus 


much I have ſet down becauſe it might otherwiſe ſeem ſtrange,thart all theſe Princes ſhould thus conſpire 


againſt the K, 


for zcal of the Common Wealth,it other particular gricfs had not more moyed them than the miſgovernment of the State, 


only 
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only Son to King Rere of Sicily * with nine hundred men of armes of the Duchy 

the Read-zr and County of Burgundy, The ſaid Duke had with him few foormen, bur . 

find 1r nou ; M_ . . i | 4 ord has £ 
was well accompanied with horſemen, and thoſe in fo good order, that tor 


b To the end 


ſtrange that | ; - 
Rene ishere their number I never ſaw a goodlier company nor a more warlike : for he had 


7 rode W with him ſixſ{core men of arms barded, all /talians or trained up in the 1taliart 
the hou: of VVars,among whom ivere James Galier, the Earl of Campozache, the Lord of 
Arragonpol- Baudricourt now Governor of Burgundy, and divers others : his men of arms 
ſeſſed the ſaid t Soldiers,and to (ay the truth, the lower of our Army,I mean 


Realmatthar Were VETY EXper : h 
time: itisto number for number. With him were alſo four hundred croſsbow men thar 


be underſtood the Palſorave had lent him all very well mounted and very good Soldiers. Be- 


+7 dponngy ſides whom he had alſo in pay five hundred Switzers foottnen which were the 
mans (who firſt that ever came into this Realm and theſe ſo Valiantly behaved themſelves in 


0s qrka places where they came, that they purchaſed great rerown to their whole 


year 1969, 4 7 | . A 
ſubdued $ici- Nation,which their Countrymen thar have ſerved herefince, have well maintai- 


, calabris ned. This company the next morriig approched near to us, and paſled that 


ard, Apulia: . . , | 
and abcurthe day over our Bridg, which a man may boldly ſay convaied over all the power 


yeart1oz. of France ſave only the Kings Army. And I aflure you the force was fo grear 
took upon Of Valiant men well appou t:d, and in-very good order, that I with all the 


th he rir] . : b : f 
dffingaof Friends and Wellwillers of tne Realm had ſeen it, ard 1:k: w.ſc the Enemies : 


Siciy,) beirg for by thatmyeans the former would have eftecmed of th: Realm as it defervedg 


extindt in Re nd the latter ever after the more have feared it. The Burgundians that accom- 
ger the laſt ; 
King of Sicily panied the Duke of Calabria were led by the Lord of Neaf-chaſtel Marſhal of 


js 8g Burgundy, whothad with him his Brother the Lord of Montague, the Marqueſsof 
195. the ſaid Rotelin, and agreat number of Knights and Eſquires: ſome of the which had 


Realm fell to been in Beurborozs, as I have made mention in the beginning of this Hiſtory *, 


rhe Tue of but they all joyned for their more ſafety with the Duke of Calabrie,who ſhewed 


the Emperor *" # , - f 
FridericusBar- himſelt ro be as Noble a Prince, and as good a Soldier as any in the companys 


beroſſe by the yyhercupon great love and amity grew berween him and the Earl of Charolou. 


wn 4 og After this whole force (being as 1 ſuppoſe to the number of an hundred thou- 
Daughter to ſand horſe good and bad) was paſſed the River, the Princes determired ro ſhew 


Roger the firit 1em(elves before Paris,whereſore they put all their Vawards together. The Bur- 


== berg undians Vaward was led by the Earl ot S. Perl, and the Vaward of the Dukes 


Roger the laſt of peyyy and Britain, by Oudet of Ry * afterward Earl of Comminges, and the 


King of Sicily 
of this Race, with Henry the ſaid Byrbarofſas Son,in which Race it continued, till Mgnfridus Baſtard Son to Fridericys 


the Emperor, Sonto the above named Henry obteined the Crown of Sicily and Naples by diſpoſleſling Conradings his 
Nephew the true Heir thereof, Againſt this Manfridus Pope Yrbanus the Fourth,called into Ttaly Charles of Anjou Bro- 
ther to S, Lewis King of France who flew Manfridys in Battel,and afterward Exccuted alſo Conralins the true Heir of 
the Crewn, being taken in Bartel, *coming with an Army to Conquer the ſaid Realms of Naples and Sictly as his true 
inheritance:and thus obtained this Charles of Anjou the Crown both of Naples and Sictly,till not long after by the com- 
ing of Peter King of Arragon, who had married Conſtantia Daughter and Heir to Manfrides : The Sicilians aroſe ſud- 
denly againſt the French,ſlew them all in one evening,and yeilded the Realm of Sicily to the ſaid Petcr,whoſe poſterity 


cver ſince even till this day have continued in poſſ-flion thereof, . Notwithſtandirg the poſterity of Charles of Anjou 


held ſtill the Realm of Naples with the Title of the Realm of Sicily, till the time th; t the later Fane Queen of Naples, 


ro fortifie her ſelf againſt Pope Yrbanus Sextus adopted Alfonſe of Arragon, Son to Ferrande King of Arragon, which 
Ferrandes Mother named Elenor was Daughter to King Peter: bur after the ſaid Fane for dif pl-aſure conceived againſt 
the ſaid Alfonſe adopted ſecondarily Lewis Duke of Axjou, Brother to Charles the Fiftfi King of France,deſcended of the 
Race of the firſt Charles King of Sicily,againſt whom and his Son Lewis, Alfon/e :ong warred,and in the end after Queen 
Fanes death chaſed them both out of [taly,and left the Realms of Arragon and Sicily, to Fohn his Brother ; but the 
Realin of Naples to Ferrande his baſe Son, with whom Rene here mentioned (Brother to Lewj the 3.0f that name Duke 
of Anjou and King of Sicily,and by him with Fans conſent adopred) long warred,but prevailed not : ſo that Rexe had 
only the title of Sicily and Naples by the adoption atoreſaid,but no poſſzſhon thereof: for $icilythe Kings of Arragon held 
ever fince the Conqueſt of Peter,and the Realm of Naples Ferrande the Baſtard held of his Fathers gift from whole po- 
ſerity how in the end after many alterations it fell to the houſe of Arragon thar now poſi-{iceth it, thai] be ſet down at 
large in the Wars of Naples made by King Charles the 8. who had the houſe of Anjous title, whereof our Author treateth 
in the 7. and 8. Books of this Hiſtory, c This force led by the Marſhal of Burgun ly was 40-0. men, Meyer. 4 This Oudee 
is he that acquainted the Duke of Berry with this confederacy, and conveighed him into Britain, 2ſtztr La Marche, 


Marſhal 
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Marſhal Loheac as I remember, and in this order marched they,bur all rhe P.in- 
ces remained in the Bartel. The Earl of Charolors and the Duke of Calabria were 
very, diligent in commanding and giving good order i1 the Army, and rode 
very well armed, and ſhewed that they meant to do their Duty, bur che Dukes 
of Berry and Britain were mounted upon ſmall ambling Nags, and armed with 
ſleight brigandines, light and thin, yea and ſome ſaid chey were nor plated, bur 
ſtudded only with a tew gilt Nails upon the Sattin for the leſs waighr, bur I 
will not affirm it for a truch. Thus marched this Army to Po#t de Charenton 
two little Leagues from Paris, which was taken incontinent, notwithſtanding 
the reſiſtance of certain Frank Archers * that wete within it : over the ſaid e F rank Ar: 
Bridge of Charenton paſſed the whole force, The Earl of Charolois lodged in _—— 
his own houſe called Corflans fituate upon the River nor far from thence, and — RS. 
incloſed a great piece of ground with his Carriage and Artillery, and lodged in the year 
his Camp within it,and with him lay the Duke of Calabria;bur the Dukes of Ber- g_—_ 
7y and Britain,with part of their Forces lodged at S. Mordesfoſſes, and the reſt Foormen, ap- 
they ſent to S. Dezss being allo two Leagues from Paris in the which places this TE 
whole Company lay eleven weeks, during the which ſpace theſe things hap- ſore hovſes 
ned that now I will rehearſe. in his Realm 

The next day in the morning began the Skirmiſhes hard ar Paris Gates ; ———opiragdy 
within the Town was the Lord of Nantoiller, L. great Maſter of France ( who titne of War 
did the King good Service there as before I have faid ) and the Marſhal Foachin. he King? 
The poor people of the Town were in great fear, but of the better ſort ſome and were 6x- 
wiſhed the Bargundians and the other Princes within the Town, becauſe this " from - 
enterpriſe ſeemed unto them good'and profitable for the Realm : others there = 0 oder? 
were born in the ſaid Princes Dominions, wherefore they furthered their affairs, the which 
hoping by their means to obtain ſome good Offices in the Town, whith are 2 * led 
more hunted after there than in any other place, and no marvel : for thoſe that Frank, thar 
are in Office make of their Offices what they can, not what they ought, which is free 'bur 
the cauſe that ſome Offices in the Town of no Fee art all are ſold for eight hun- egg po 
dred Crowns, and other ſome of very ſmall Fee, for more than the Fee w i11 1480: called 
amount to infifteen years, Seldom is any man pur out of Office : for the Court —_ 
of Parliament alloweth theſe ſales of Offices as lawful, the reaſon whereof is waged Swit- 
becaulc ir is a general caſe. Among the Councellors are always a number both _— in cheit 
of vertuous and worthy Perſonages, and alſo of lewd and evil conditioned per- E 
ſofs, as arc in all other States, 


CHAP. VI1L 


A diſcourſe of ambitious hunting after Offices and Eſtates, by the example of the 
Engliſh-mene. DO 5 


fired, and areallo caule thereof, as appeareth by that which hath happen- "rl 


ed not only in this our Ape, but alſo in the time of King Charles the ſixth, Embaſſadors 
under whom the Wars began that endured till the Treaty of Arras, during the = *h< Treaty 


which Wars the Enghiſh-men entred into the Realm, and conquered fo far ——_— rr 


that at the time of the ſaid Treaty ( which continued * the ſpace of two the Trea 
Moneths ) the Duke of Bedford Brother ro Hemry the fifth King of Englend began in the 
b . M 0 d L hi . o . P. y J beginning of 
veing Married to Duke Philip of \Burgundy's Silter, was Regent in France for Auguſt, and 
the - Engliſh-men , whoſe monthly entertainment in that Office amounted =» A" 
; | diſcontented 
the 6 of September, Annal, Burgund. andthe Treaxy ended the 21, of September, but De 1a Marcht faith the 10 of Decembers 
Meyer 11. Calen, OFob, which agreeth with Annal. Burgund. | w 


Ji of theſe Offices and Eſtates, becauſe in changes they*are ſo greedily de- « The laſt of 


"_" 
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to 20c00 Crowns at the leaſt. Ar the ſaid Treaty were preſent for the King of 


'þ Atthe Treas France four or five Dukes or Earls, five or (ix Prelates,and ten or twelve Coun- 


ty was preſent ce]lors of the Parliament, 


Philip D. of 


Burgundy him- 


ſelf. La Mar- 
che. Meyer. 

c Our Chro- 
nicles report 


For Duke Philip likewiſe divers Noble-men * in 
much great number : for the Pope two Cardinals as Mediators, and for the £x- 


gliſh-men divers Noble Perſonages. Duks Philip greatly defired to acquit him- 


{elf honorably rowards the Exg /ſh. men betorc he would abandon them, becauſe 
of the Ancient League that had been berween them : wherefore the Dutchies 


tharthe Duke of Normandy and Gurrnne were offered to the King of Exgland, with condition 


of York with 
divers others 
ſlain in the 
Battel, and 
the Earl of 
Salisbury Fa- 
ther to rhe 
Earl of 7ar- 


wick who was 


that he ſhould do Homage for them to the Crown of Fraxce, as his Predeceſlors 
had done, ard reſtore all the places he held in the Realm out of the Fn 
Ductchies : which condition the Eng /:ſþ-men becauſe of the Homage, refuſed) bur 
to their greac loſs, for being abandoned of this houſe of Burgwndy, their-good 
ſucceſs altered, and all their intelligences within the Realm failed, whereby 
their Power daily ſo diminiſhed, that in ſhort ſpace they loſt Pars, and by little 


taken priſoner and little all that they held in this Realm. After their return into. Exglazd, none 


1n the Battel 
were behea- 


of them would diminiſh his Eſtate, bur the Offices within the Realm fſufficed 


ded, and their not for maintenance of them all, whereupon Jong Civil Wars atoſe among 


heads (ent.to 
York 1n deri- 


ſion ; but I re- 


member not 
rhat che Earl 
of n-arwick 


them, in the which King Hezry the ſixtgwho had been Crowned King of Emgland 
and Frence at Par, was proclaimed Traytor, and impriſoned in the Tower of 


London, where he remained the greateſt part of his life, and inthe end was there 


Murthered. The Duke of York Father ro King Edward that laſt died, Intituled 


was beheaded himſelf right Heir to the Crown, and ſoon after was ſlain in Battel, and had his 


after he was 


Nain, and I 
* "am out of 


doubt that the Ware, 


unskilful Cor- 
reger hath 
here omitted 
word or two, 
and that we 
muſt read m 
place of Luy 
& le Comte de 
warwic, Luy 
Q* le pere du 
Comte de Wat 
wic. Where- 
fore I have 
been bold to 
amend the 
place accor- 
ding to the 
truth of the 
Hiſtory, leſt 
the Author 
ſhould be 


charged with. 
writing an un- 


head ſmitten off, as had alſo the Father of the Earl of warwick © that laſt died, 
whoſe Credit was fo great in England, and all the reſt that were ſlain in thoſe 


The faid Earl of Warwick Jed the Ear] of March afterwards named 
Edward the fourth, by Sea to Cali with a ſmall] company eſcaped our of Bat- 


tel*, for the Earl of Warwick took part with the houſe of York, as the Duke 


of Sommeyſet did with the houle of Lancaſter. To be ſhort, theſe Wars endu- 
red ſo long, that all they of the houles, of #/arwick and Sommerſet were either 


{lain or beheaded inthem., King Edward cauſed afterward his own Brother 


the Duke of (larerce to be drowned in a Burt of Malmſey, charging him that he 


meant to make himſelf King : bur after King Edwards death, his other Brother 
the Duke of Glhcefter Murthered the ſaid Kings- ewo Sons, proclaimed 'his 


Daughters Baſtards, and Uſurped the Crown. way oammngen "10 the which 
cruel deed, the Earl of Richmond now Kingwho had been priſoner many years 
in Britain) paſſed into Exgland, and.diſcomfited and flew in Battel this bloody 
King Richard, late Murtherer of his two Nephews. Thus have there died in 
England in theſe Civil Wars ſince my remetnbrance, above fourſcore perſons 
of the blood Royal, part of the which my ſelf knew, and part underftood of by 
the Exe liſh-men reſident with the Duke of Burgundy at the ſame time that I ſer- 


ved him. V\ hcrefore you ſee it is riot at Paris only, nor in Fraxce alone that men 


ruth”; farther fa]] ar variance for worldly goods and honors. Bur ſure all Kings and prear 


it appeareth 
by onr Au- 


Princes ought to take heed that they ſuffer not Factions to ariſe in their Courrs, 


thors own diſ- for thereot Kindlerh the fire that conſumeth their whole Countrey in the end. 
courſe of King Notwithſtanding ſuch alterations happen not in-mine opinion, bur by Gods dif- 


Edwards life 
lib.6. Ca. 13+ 


that this place 


1s to be read 
as I have a- 
inended n. 


poſition, for when Princes and Realms have long flourithed in great wealth and 

proſperity, and forgot from whence all theſe benefits proceed : God raiſeth up 

an encmy againſt rhem, whom they never feared nor ſtood in doubc of as appea- 
| | 


d The Earls of March and warwich went to Calice before the Duke of York) was Nain, or overthrown in Battel : for the 
fled from Lu4low lying m Camp there againſt the Kings Force, becauſe'they found themſelyes. too weak, and 


Counſels becrayed by 4ndrew Trowlop who fled from them to the King, |/ 


reth 


£3. 
8 


Philip d& Commines, 


reth by the Kings mentioned in the Bible, and by thar alſo which hath happened 
and daily doth happen, not only in Ezg/aza, and intheſe Countries of Burgundy, 


bur in divers other places allo. 
CHAP. VIII. 


How King Lewis entred into Paris, while the Princes of France practiſed with the 
CHHZENS: ; — 


After the Princes were come before Paris, they began to practiſe with the 
Citizens, promitling Offices and great rewards to divers, and omitting no- 
thing that mignt further ther a fairs. Ar three days end the Citizens aſſembled 
together in the Town Hall, where when they had Jong debated theſe matters; 
and heard the Princes requeſts and demands,made openly to them for the bene- 
fir of the whole Realm (as they pretended :)%they determined to ſend Ambaſl- 
ſfadors tothem to Treat of Peace,according to the which determination a grear 
number of the beſt Cirizens came to St. Hor where the Princes lay, and Maſter 
william Chartier then Biſhop of Pars, a notable Prelate, declared the Citizens 
Embaſlage, and for the Princes the Earl of Duns was appointed to be mouth. 
The Duke of Berry the Kings Brother was prefident of this Councel fitting in 2 
chair, and all the other Princes ſtanding about him, On the one fide ſtood the 
Dukes of Britain and Calabria, and on the other the Earl of Charolow armed 
at all peices ſave the head peice and vantbraſes,and wearing upon his Cuirace a 
ſhort Cloke marvellousrich: for he came from Conflans ; and Bow-de-Vincennes 
being well manned was held for the King : wherefore it ſtood him upon to come 
armed and well accompanied. The Princes requeſt was to enter into Pars to 
confer with the Citizens abour the reformation ot the State, which they ſaid was 
evil governed, charging the King with divets diſorders, The Citizens gave 
them very lowly and humble language, defiring reſpite before they could make 
any reſolute anſwer : yer (notwithſtanding this delay) the King was atterward 
diſcontented both with the Biſhop and the reſt that accompanied him. Thus 
returned theſe Ambaſladors into the Town,continuing ſtill their former pradice: 
for cvcry one of the Princes talked with them apart, and I am ot opinion that 
ſome of them had agreed ſecretly to ſuffer the Princes in their own perſons ro 
enter the Town,and their men alſo (if they ſo thought good) by ſmall Troups : 
which praice if ir had taken efte,had not only been the winning of the Town, 
bur the atchieving of the whole enterpriſe. For the Citizens would eaſily have 
been brought for divers conſiderations to revolt to them,and ſo conſequently all 
the other Towns in the Realm. But God put wiſe Counſel into the Kings head, 
which alſo heexecuted accordingly,being already advertiſed of all theſepractices. 
Before the Ambaſladors that were returzed from the Princes had made their 
report, the King in perſon entred the Town of Pars, accompanied like a Prince 
that cometh to relieve his people : for he brought with him into the Town 
rwo thouſand men of arms, all the Nobles of Normandy, a great number of 


|| Have been long in this diſcourſe, and itis now time to return to the Hiſtory 


frank Archers, and all his own ſervants, Penſioners and others that uſe to ac- , yer Miye 
company the King in ſuch affairs, Thus this practice was broken off, and all writerh thac 
the people altered their minds, neither durſt any of them that had been with **<King at 


us make farther mention of the Princes demands. Some of them allo ſped but 
evil for that they had already done, notwithſtanding the King uſed on extremi- 
ty towards them *, bur ſome loſt their Offices, and others were ſent to dwell in 
other 

| 
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The Firſt Book of 
other places : for the which eafie revenge the King undoubredly deſerved great 
commendation, conſidering that if this praQice begun had taken effeR, the beſt 
that could have happened to him had been to forſake his Realm,which alſo was 
his reſolution. For as himſelf hath often rold me, if he could not have entred 
into Paris, but had found the Town revolted, he would have retired to the 
Switzers, or to Francis Duke of Milan, whom he accounted his eſpecial Friend, 
and ſo alſo the Duke ſhewed himſelf, as well by the aid he ſent him being five 
hundred men of arms and three thouſand footmen under the leading of his el- 
deſt Son Galeas afterward Duke of Milan (who came as far as the Country of 
Forreftz in Auvergne, where he made Var upon the Duke of Bourbon, and af- 
terward returned home becauſe of his Fachers death : ) as alſo by the Counſel 
he gave him at the Treaty of Peace held at Conflans, where he ſent him word to 
Lefeſe no condition of Peace, but to ſever his Company, and retain his own 
Forces ſtill about him. 

Ve had hardly been three daies before Pars when the King centred the Town, 
immediately after whoſe arrival ſharp War was made upon us, eſpecially upon 
our Forragers, whom we were conſtrained to guard with great Forces,becauſe 
they went far from our Camp, Now te ſpeak ſome what of the Town of Parw, 
we muſt needs confeſs that it is marvellouſly well ſeated in the Iſle of Fraxce, 
ſceing the Country about it was able to vicual rwo ſuch huge Armies : for as 
touching us we never lacked,and they within the Town found nothing enhaunced, 
ſave only a denier * upon every loaf of Bread, the reaſon whereof was, becauſe 
we held not che Rivers above the Town, being thele three, Marne, Yonne, and 
Seine, beſides divers [mall fireams that run into them. Vherefore all things con- 
ſidered this Town is ſituate in the beſt and fruitfulleſt ſoil that ever I ſaw, yertir 
is almoſt incredible how great the proviſion is that cometh thither, my ſelf was 
reſident there ſince the time I now write of, half a year together with King Lewis 
being lodged at the Towrnelles, and ordinarily _— and lodging in the Court. 
Since his death alſo by the ſpace of twenty months, full ſore againſt my will I 
was held Priſoner in his Pallace, where I ſaw daily out of my window the provi- 
fion that.came up the ſtream our of Normandy, and likewiſe down the ſtream, 
which was ſo great that I would never have beleived ir, had I not ſeen it, 

Divers bands as you have heard iflued daily out of Pars, and the skirmiſhes 

* were great, our Watch being of fifty ances, ſtood near to /a Grange aux Mer- 
ciers,but our Scouts rode as near Paris as was poſlible,the which were often bea- 


\ ten back to our Watch, and eftfoons (the enemy on their back) as far as our 


Carriage,retiring ſomerimes a ſoft pace,and ſometimes a faſt trot. Then uſed we 
to re-enforce them with new ſupplies, which beat back the Enemies hard to the 
Town-gates, and this was daily and hourly done : for within the Town were 
above 2500 men of arms in very good order, and a great number of Gentlemen 
of Normandy, and Frank Archers, beſides that they ſaw daily their Ladies 
which encouraged them to pur forth themſelves. Our Force was alſo very great, 
bur in horſemen we were not ſo ſtrong as they,for we had with us only the Bur- 
gundians being about two thouſand lances good and bad, nothing ſo well ar- 
med as they within Pars, becauſe of the long Peace wherein they had lived as 
before is mentioned, of the which number alſo two hundred men of arms were 
at Laigny with the Duke of Calabria, but of foormen we had great Force, and 
_thoſe very good, The Britains Army lay at Ste Denis, making War on that fide 
; the Town of Pars all the waies tiey could, and the other Noblemen were diſ- 


,PSkled ſome here ſome there, to make proviſion of the victuals. In the end the 


Duke 
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Philip de Conimins. 


Duke of Nemours, the Earl of Armignac, and the Lord of Albert came to ussbut 


their forces lodged a good way from our Camp becauſe they had no pay, and 
ſhould have famiſhed our Army if they had taken ought without mony. This 
] am ſure of, that the Earl of Charolojs, gave them five or fix thouſand franks, 
and rook order that they ſhould come no nearer us. They were at the leaſt five 
or ſix thouſand horſe that did marvellous much harm in the Countrey. 


CHAP. IX. 


How the Earl of Charolois Artillerie and the Kings Artillerie ſhox the one againſt 
the other near to Charenton, and how the Earl of Charolois cauſed another 
bridge to be built upon boats, over the River of Seine. 


Ow to return to the Camp before Paris, you may be ſure that no day 

N paſſed without lofle on both ſides, but no great exploit was done, for 
the King would ſuffer no great force to iflue out of the Town, neither 

ment to hazard the bartel, but deſired peace, and wilely to diſparkle this aſ- 
ſembly. Notwithſtanding, one morning very early 4000, Archers came and 
encamped along by the River fide upon the very bank, direaly overagainſt 
Conflans, The gentlemen of Normandy and certain of the Kings ordinary men 
of Arms lay ina Village bur a quarter of a league from them,and berween them 
and their footmen was only a fair Plain. The River of Sezze ran between them 
and us, and they began to dig a trench over againſt Charenton, which reached in 
length as far as Conflens, ro wit, to the very end of our Camp, dire&ly over- 
againſt the which, (the River being between us and them, as you have heard) 
they built a bulwark of wood and earth, and thereon mounted great ſtore of 
Artillery, which at the very firſt ſhot chaſed the Duke of Calabrias men out of 


* the Village of Charenton, and forced them in great haſte to come and lodge with 
.” us with loffe both of men and horſes. But the Duke of (alabria himſelf lay in a 


lictle houſe between the River and the Earl of Charolois lodging, directly over* 
againſt the enemies, | 

This Artillery (hor alſo into our Camp, and put the whole Army in great 
fear, for the very firſt ſhot ſlew certain of our men,and twile it ſtrake through the 


Earlof Charolois Chamber as he ſar at dinner, and flew a Trumpeter upon the 


ſtaires, bearing up a diſh of meat. Wherefore after dinner the Earl removed 
intoa low Parlor reſolving not to depart thence, The next morning the Princes 


"meat at his lodging to conſult what was to be done: for they ever fate in 


Counſel there, and at their riſing dined alſo there together. The Dukes of Berry 
and Britain (ate next to the wall upon the bench, and the Earl of Charolois and 
the Duke of (a/abria over againſt them. The ſaid Earl placed every one of them 
above himſelf, as reaſon was he ſhould ſome of them,yea all of them ſeeing they 
were in his Jodging. There they deviſed to countermount all the Artillery in 
their Army againſt the Kings, whereof the Earlof Cherolojis had great ſtore, as 
had alſo the Dukes of Calabria and Britain: for accompliſhment of which their 
purpole, they pearced the walls along the River fide behind Coxflens, and there 
mounted all the beſt Pieces of their Artillery, ſave the Bombards and the other 
great Pieces which ſhot not : the reſt alſo they planted in other places where 
they might do beſt ſervice, and by this means the Princes had much more Ar» 
tillery on their (ide than the King on his, 
The Trench that the French had made was of great length, and they wrought 
| D continually 
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continually upon it, advancing ir towards Paris, and caſting the earth rowards 
us,thereby to ſave themſelves from our ſhot: for they lay all intheirTrench,nei- 

2 Couperoit in ther durſt one of them peep out, becauſe the Medow where they lodged was as 


the French 15 Jain as a mans hand. Toconclude I never heard in ſo ſhort ſpace ſuch a num- 


undoubted! 
to be wal ber of Canon ſhot, for we on our fide ment to remove them thence by force of 


Conpelroit as Artillery, but unto them ordnance came daily from Paris, and they plied the 


is aro matter diligently and ſpared no powder. A great number in our Army digged 


fortoread it pits in the ground before their lodging, many alſo were made to their hands, tor 


—_— 2. It was a place where men had wrought for ſtone. Thus every man ſhifted for 


the berter un- himſelf the beſt he cauld, and three or four days we paſled in this eſtate, bur the 
derſtanding fear was greater on both ſides than the lofle,for not one man of name was ſlain. 


of this place | k , . 
peruſe Yalzy- — But When the Princes ſaw that their enemies diſlodged not,they accounted it 


rius ry mili- a thing tending greatly to their diſhonor, and allo very dangerous : for the Pa: 
ee nr rifians were thereby ſo greatly encouraged, that one day of Truce it ſeemed all 


Pag. 313. . 
wher-von  theTown was come forth to the Trenches, Wherefore the Princes concluded as 


os es. they (are in Counce), to make a large bridge of great Boates the noſes whereof 
tion of this Were coupled * rogether, and the reſt covered with plancks, and the laſt couple 


Bridge. neareſt to the ſhote faſtened to the ground with great Anchors : beſide theſe, a 


d This Chaſtel . 
Guyon cheſt number of other great Boates upon the River of Sezme were brought thither 


a Guyenand wherein they meant to paſle over certain Bands to aflail the Kings forces, The 


lt - - | ' 
19s. cn &4- charge of this worke was committed to Maſter Girelde the Maſter gunner who 


thor alſo af- ſaid, that.our Bands that paſſed theRiver ſhould have great advantage over their 
terwardnat- enemies, becauſe their Trenches would be far underneath us, conlidering that 


meth him was & . 
the Prince of they had thrown the earth on the fide ro ward us, alleaging farther thar they 


Oranges fon, durit not iflve forth of their Trences, for fear of our (ſhot, which reaſons much 


wager encouraged our men, and made them the willinger to paſle over, Thus the 


copie faith he Bridge being finiſhed all ſave the laſt couple of Boates,which alſo were upon the 
was flamat point to be faſtened to the reſt, and all the other Boates appointed for conveiance 
Morat, but De c 4 . Oh h . 

la Marche, Over of our men being likewiſe in a readineſs : ſuddenly one of the Kings Hes | 
who wasat ral arrived there, who ſaid to Monſieur de Bonillet and others there preſent, 


a that we had broken the Truce, For becauſe tharday and the day before were 


ſor: bur here days af truce, every man that liſted came to ſee what we did, bur that night the 


+ bog oa Truce ended, our Bridge was ſo large that three men of Arms with their ſtaves 
as Guy»n men- 7eady tocharge, might have paſſed over it upon a front. Farther there were five 


_— -4 "ng or fix great Boates, every one of the which would have conveied over a thou- 
cap.2. and by {and men at a time, beſides a number of lefle Boates to paſſe over the Artillery 
Amal. Bur= that ſhould ſerve in this enterpriſe. The bands were alſo named,and their names 
gun.hat WENT enrolled that ſhould goe, and the Earl of S. Paul, and the Lord of Haulbourdia | 
after the Bar- ordained to lead them. After midnight they that were appointed to this enter» | .. 
iel of Gra1ſo2 priſe began.ro Arm themſelves, and before day were all in a readinefle. Some |, 
but ſon or Alſo went and heard Maſſe,and did as good Chriſtians ought to doin ſuch a cafe. = 
brother cons; The ſane night 1 was my ſelfin a great Tent in the middeſt of the Army where | 
ved by con. Che watch ſtood, being alſo one of the watch: for no man was excuſed, The Cap- * | 
mines own rain of the warch was Monſieur de (haftell Guyon *, (lain afterward art the Bat- | 
wr hen tel of Grenſon *. And as we ſtood there waiting when this paſtime ſhould be+ 
calleth him gin, ſuddenly we heard the French as they lodged in their Trenches cry alowd : 
Monfieur DP? PFarcWell neighbours, farewell, immediately whereupon they ſet fire on their |» 


Chaſteau Guy- : x , 4 : = £ 
ji mn | d lodging and retired their Artillery, The day began to breake, and they that 


ef. 265 and ; Ds ; 
whether this Chaſteau Guzoy were ſlain at Granſon or Morat, he could npt be alive in Charles the 8, time,whenour Author 
writ, Thus much I have ſaid left Commines ſhould ſeem to vary from | La Marche or xather from himſelf. 
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were appointed to this enterpriſe were 'already upon the River, at the leaſt, part 
of them when they ſaw the enemies a far off retiring to Paris, whereupon they 
returned all and unarmed themſelves, rejoycing much becauſe of their depar- 
ture Bur you ſhall underſtand that the King ſent them thither only to beat our 
Camp with Arcillery, not to fight: forhe would put nothing in adventure, as 
before I have ſaid, notwichſtanding that his Forces were ſufficient to have en- 
countred with all theſe Princes joyned rogether, but his only deſire was, as he 
well declared; to treat of peace; and to ſever this company without hazarding 
his eſtate and the ſlate of this large and noble Realm of France in Bartel, than the 
which nothing can be more uncertain or dangerous. 

Every day they practiſed on both ſides ro withdraw men each from other, 


and divers days of truce were made, during the which, Commiſſioners ſate on * 


both ſides to treatof peace at Zs Grange aux Merciers hard by our Camp. For 
the King, the Earl of 24aine with divers others came thither,and for the Princes, 
the Earl of S. Paul, accompanied with divers others in like manner. Theſe 
Commiſſioners mer often, bur no good was done : notwitnſtanding all that 
time the Truce endured, and a number of both Armys mer and communed 
together at a great ditch in the midway : the one on the one fide; and the 0- 
ther, on the other : tor neither party might paſſe the ditch,notwithſtanging the 
Truce. no day cſcaped by reaſon of this meeting and communication, bur 
that ten or twelve, and ſometimes more, came and yielded to the Princes, and 
another day as many went from us to the King : wherefore this place was at- 
terward called the market place, becauſe ſuch merchandiſe was bought and 
ſold there. Now to ſhew you mine opinion in this caſe, me thinketh that ſuch 
meeting and communing together at ſuch times, and in ſuch ſort is vety dange- 
rous, eſpecially for him thar is likeſt to take the foil: for naturally moſt men 
defire to advance themſelves, at the leaſt ro ſave themſelves : wherefore they 
will eaſily be won to turn to the ſtrongeſt. . Some there are I confeſle fo taith« 
full and conſtant, chat none of theſe reſpeQs can alter them, but few ſuch are to 
be found. Farther this danger is then ſpecially to be feared, when we have to do 
with a Prince that will endevour himſelf ro win men: which ſure is 4 great grace 
of God in any Prince that can frame himſelf thereunto,for ic is a token that he is 


not infeted with the foul vice and fin of pride, which all men deteſt and abhor. 


Bur to conclude this diſcourſe,when a Prince mindeth to treat of peace,he ought 
to employ therein the faithtulleſt and truſtieſt ſervants he hath, being men of ripe 
years, leſt their lack of experience cauſe them either to conclude ſome diſhono-= 
rable creaty, or pur their maſter in greater fear ar their return then there is cauſe 
why. Farther, a Prince ought ro Connuit ſuch affaires rather to thoſe that have 
received benefit ar his hands than to ſuch as were never benefited by him, bur 
eſpecially ro wiſe men, for he ſhall never make profit by imploying a fool. Be- 
ſides this, ſuch Treaties ought to be held rather far from his Camp than near 
unto ir,and when the Commiſſioners return,thePrince muſt give them audience; 
himſelf alone, or in the preſence of very ſew, to the end thar if their newes be 
diſcomfortable, they may be inſtructed how to anſwer thoſe that will be in- 

quilitive, for all men will deſire ro underſtand newes of them, yea and ſome of 
eneir familiars will think that they will hide nothing from them, notwithſan- 

ding 1t they be ſuch men as 1 have heard deſcribed, and know their maſter to 
be wile, they will reveal nothing ro/any man whatſoever; 
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CAAP. X. 


A diſcourſe #pon certain vices and vertues of King Lewis the XI. 


Am entred into this diſcourſe becauſe I have ſeen much treachery in the 
world, and many ſervants deceive their maſters, oftentimes through their 


maſters own fault : for this I dare boldly avow, that proud and diſdainful 


Princes, and ſuch as will give audience but to few, are oftner abuſed than thoſe 

that are curreous, and ready to give ear to every man 2 wherein ſure King 

Lewis our maſter ſurmounted far all the Princes of his time, for he was the 

wiſeſt Prince in winding himſelf out of trouble and adverſitiy, the humbleſt in 

words, the plaineſt in apparel, and the greateſt traveller ro win a man that 

might do him ſervice or hatm that ever I knew. Neither uſed he to relinquiſh 

his ſure for the firſt refuſal, but laboured the party continually by large pro- 

miſes and liberall gifts, as well of grear ſums of money, as alſo of ſuch 

Eſtates and Offices as he knew would content him. And as touching thoſe whom 

he had baniſhed and withdrawn his favour from, in peace and proſperity : he 

bought them dearly again when he needed them, and emploied them in his 

ſervice, clean forgerting all offences pafled. He loved naturally men of mean 

eftate, and was enemy to all ſuch as needed not to depend upon him : never 

Prince gave audience to ſo many men: never Prince was inquiſitive of ſo many 

matters, nor deſirous ro be acquainted with ſo many ſtrangers as he, whereby he 

knew as well all that were in authority and eſtimation in England, Spain, Por- 

 twpal, Italy, and the Seigniories of Burgandy and Britain, as his own ſubjeQs. 

And by theſe vercues preſerved he his eſtate, which ſtood in great danger at his 

firſt coming to the Crown, becauſe of the enemics himſelt had procured to 

himſelf. Bur his great liberality eſpecially ſerved him to good purpoſe, for as in 

; adverſity he wiſely behaved himſelf, ſo contrarywiſe in time of peace or truce, 
— he lightly fell out with his ſervants, by picking rrifling quarels to them,and ſuch 
from his fa- Was his diſpoſition, that he could hardly awaywith peace or quietneſs.In his talk 
ther ito he ſpared no man, neither abſent nor preſent, ſave ſuch as he teared, which were 
no 1447- & © many, for naturally he was very feartul. Farther, when his talk had either tur- 
there remai- ned him to diſpleaſure,or was like ſo to do,he would endevour himfel{to amend 
tw the marter, by uſing theſe or ſuch like words to the Party offended : 7 kzow 
at the which well that my tongue hath wrong ht me much diſpleaſure,but it hath alſo oftentimes 
>< 5 wag ſtood me in great lead, notwithſlending reaſon it is that I ſhould repair the injury 
his father M4one, And when he uſed rhis familiar ſpeech, he ever gave withal ſome grear 
ſent thither preſent to the Party grieved. Sure the knowledge of good and evil is a grear 
a_ =— gift of God to a Prince, I mean when the good furmounteth the evil, as it didin 
ſtrainedto the King our Maſter, who in mine opinion was much bertered by the trouble he 
—_ » =" ſuſtained in his youth, when he fled trom his father and fojourn'd with DukePhi- 
gundy where tip of Burgundy the ſpace of {ix years* : for he was conſtrained there to frame 
he retnained hjjnſc]fro the humor of thoſe whom he ſtood in need of, which fingular vertue 
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F his coro- adverſity had raughr him. Bu after his fathers death, when he came firlt ro the 


. of his coro- 


nation, which Stare he thought only upon revenge, bur ſoqn felt the ſmart thereo!, and there- 
un ip oo fore forthwith altcred his mind, acknowledped his error, repaired rhe harms 
Anal. Bur done, and ſought to recover by large benefjts thoſe whom he had offended, as 
-»+ »"\ wa kereafrer you (hal) perceive. And I think verily te ſhould never have wound 
pleyere. bimſclt out of thoſe troubles had not his edycation becn better than noble mens 

commonly 
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: Philip de Commines. 
commonly in this Realm, who are brought up 'alcogetter in wantonneſs, and 
diſſoluteneſs, as well in their apparel, as in their ralk, they are utterly unlearned, 
there is not one Wlie man about them : they have governors that diſpoſe of all 
their affairs, but themſelves doe nothing : yea ſome Noble men there are hardly 
of four nobles rent that glory in ſaying, Speak to my ſervants, thinking thereby 
to imitate great Princes. But I have often ſeen their Servants ſo make their 
profit of them, that their folly hath thereby appeared to the whole world. And 
ifany ofthem happen ar the length to look about him, and to attend to his own 
buſineſs, it is ſo late that it ſerverh almoſt to no purpoſe: for a#thole that have 
been great or done great things, began in their tender age, which vertue:procee- 


deth either of their bringing up, or of the grace of God. 


CHAD, XI. 


How the Burgundians /ying near to Paris, and loking for the battel, 
ſuppoſed great Thifiles to have been Launces held upright. 


Have been long in this diſcourſe, but it ſeemeth to ſo good purpoſe thar 
I ſooner I could not endit. Now to return to the wars, you have heard 
how theſe Archers that lay in the trench along upon the River of San, 
diſlodged ar the very inſtanr, that we ſhould have affailed them. The truce ne- 
ver endured paſt a day or two, and when it ended ſharp war began again, and 
the skirmiſhes continued from morning till night, but no great Force iflued 
forth of the Town, notwithſtanding they beat back our Scouts oftentimes 
whom we ever relieved withnew Supplies. There paſſed no day without ſome 
s$kirmiſh great or ſmall, 1 think the King would have had them greater, had ir 
not been, becauſe he was jealous of divers, though needlefly. 1 have heard him 
ſay that one night-he found the Poſtern of S, Anthbontes Baſtile rowards the 
fields wide open, which put him in ſuſpition of Maſter (harles of Melan, whoſe 
father kept the place, yet ſure a faichtuller ſervant than the ſaid Charles, thar 
year the King had none. | 
One day they within Parzs determined to iflue forth to fight with us, of the 
which enterpriſe I ſuppoſe the King underſtood nothing, bur it was only his 
Caprains reſolution, they meant to aſlail us three ſeveral ways, their greateſt 
Band ſhuuld have come from Paris, another from Port de Charenton, which 
two could not greatly have endamaged us, and the third appointed to be two 
hundred men of Arms from Bois de Vincennes. Of this reſolution we were 
advertiſed about midnight by a Page that told us this news as Ioud as he could 
cry from the other {ide of the River, by commandment of the Princes friends 
within the Town, ſome of the which alſo he named and ſo departed. By break 
of day iflued forth Maſter Poncet of Riviere before Port de (harenton, and the 
Lord of Zawon the other ſide from Bois de Vincennes even hard to our Artil- 
lery, where they ſlew one of our Gunners. The Alarm was great in our Camp: 
tor we ſuppoſed this to be the enterpriſe, whereof the Page advertiſed us over 
night. The Earl of Charolois was ſoon armed, yer not ſo ſoon as Fohn Duke 
ol Calabria, for atall Arms he way the firſt man armed; and thar ar all points, , 
and his horſe ever barded, Moron he ware ſuch a_ garment as the tamous 
men of war ule in /taly, and ſhewed himſelf both a noble Prince, and a worthy 
Iprain : he rode ſtraight to the barriers of our Camp to ſtay our men fro.n 
D 3 | ifning 
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ifluing forth, where he was as well obeyed as the Earl of (harolois himſelf; yea 
the whole Army obeyed him more willingly than any man in the Company, of 
the which honour undoubtedly he was worthy. Incontinent our whole Force 


was in arms, and ſtood in order of battel within our Carriage, all ſave two hun- 


dred horſe that kept our watch abroad. To be ſhort, this day wee looked 
afluredly for the batrel,bur never before nor after.Soon after the Earl of Charolors 
and the Duke of Cel«bris, arrived the Dukes of Berry and Britain,whom I never 
ſaw armed but this day only. The Duke of Berry was armed at all points : 
notwithſtanding they were but weakly accompanied, in the which eſtate they 
paſſed through the Camp, and rode forth to the Lords of Chayoleis and (alabria 


where they communed rogether. Our Scouts being reinforced, rode as near 


2 By the long 


Ell he mean- 
eth the pike, 
wherewith 
Souldiers at 
the ſack of a 
Town uſeyto 
meaſure vel- 
vets, filks, 
and cloaths. 


Paris as they could, and diſcovered a great number of our enemies Scouts, 
coming to learn what noiſe this was in our Army. Our Artillery ſhot terribly 
when Monſieur De Zau approched ſonear us: the King alſo had good Peices 
upon Paris walls, that ſhot into our Camp which was ſtrange, for we lay two 
Leagues from the Town, bur I thinke the Peices were mounted to the moſt ad- 
vantage» This thundering of the Artillery, caufed both the Parties to think 
ſome great enterpriſe to be towards : The day was very dark and cloudy, and 
our Scouts approching near to Paris, diſcovered many enemies abroad in the 
ficld, and a good way beyond them, a number of launces held upright (as they 
ſuppoſed) which they indged to be the Kings whole Force,and all the people of 
Paris iflued forth of the Town in order of barrel: which imagination the dar- 
kneſs of the heavens put into their head. They returned forthwith to the 
Princes, being yet without ourCamp,and advertiſed them of this newes,afluring 
them of the batrel, The Scouts that were iflued forth of Paris approched ſtill 
nearer and nearer to our Camp, becauſe they ſaw ours retire : which thing fo 
much the more encreaſed in our Scouts their former imagination. Then came 
the Duke of Calabria to the place where a great number of the Earl of Charolois 
houſhould ſervants ſtood to accompany his Standard and his Banner ready to 
be diſplayed, and the guidon of his Arms according to the cuſtome of the houſe 
of Burgundy, and there the ſaid Duke of Calabria ſpake thus to us all ; 
we have now onr defire, for the King is iſſued forth with his whole Force, and mar- 
cheth forward as our Scouts tell us, wherefore let us determine to play the men. So 
ſoon as they be ont of the Town we will enter, and meaſare with the long Ell, 
*, And with ſuch like words rode he about encouraging the Company. Our 
Scouts at the length preceiving the enemies to be bur weak, recovered their ſpi- 
rits, and rode again towards Paris, where they diſcovered theſe bartels in the 
ſelf ſame place they left them : whereupon they entred into a new cogitation 
what they might be, but when they approched near to them (the day being bro- 
ken up and clear) they perecived them to be high rhiſtles, whereupon they rode 
hard to the Town gates, and found not a man abroad, whereof incontinent they 
advertiſed the Princes, who upon this newes went to Maſs, and afterward to 
dinner ; but our Scours were afhamed of their firſt advertiſement, notwithſtan- 
ding the datkneſs of the day, together with the meſlage of rhe Page brought unto 
us over nighr, ſome what excuſed them. 


How 


Philip de Commines; 
CHAP. XII. 
How the King and the Earl of Charolois met together to treat of peace. 


T*. E Treaty of peace continued ſtill berween the King and the Earl of 
Charohiis eſgecially,becauſe the principal force of both the Armies was 


theirs. The Princes demands were great : namely, the Duke of Berries 

who required all Normezay for his partage, which the King would by no means 
condeſcend unto, The Earl of Charolois demanded the Towns ſituate upon the 
River of Sowme': namely, Abberilly, Amiens, Saint Anintin, Peronne, and the 
reſt that King Charles the 7. had engaged by the Treaty of Arras to D. Philip 
of Burgundy, of whom King Lewis had redeemed them for the ſum of four 
hundred thouſand crowns, not paſt three moneths before : but the Earl oi 
Charolbis alledged that during his life,the King could not redeem them? putting 
him always in rememberance how much he was beholding to the houſe o! 
Burgundy, who received him when he fled from King Cherles his father,furniſhed 
him of money to maintain his eſtate the ſpace of ſix years *, and accompanied 
him at his coronation to Reimes and Paris © wherefore the Ear] of Charolots rook 
the redeeming of theſe Towns in very evil part» This Treaty of peace was [o 
followed, that one morning the King came by water direQly over againſt our 
Camp, leaving his horſemen that accompanied him upon the River (ide, and 
having in the Barge with him beſidesrhe Watermen that rowed, only four or 
five perſons, namly, Mofteur De Low, Monſieur De Montauban then Admiral of 
France, and Monſieur De Nantonillet, with one or two more. The Earls of (ha- 
rolois and Ss Paal ſtood on the other (ide of the River to receive the King, who 
ſaid thus to the Earl of Charelois, Brother do you aſſure me in the word of a 
Prince, ( for the Earls firſt wife was the Kings fiſter *: ) whereunto the Ear] 
anſwered, yea fir as oxe brother ſhould aſſure axother. Then the King and his 
company landed, the two Earls receiving him honourably according to his 
eſtate, and he having words at will began thus and ſxzid : Brother, 1 know you 
to be a gentleman and of the houſe of France * why fir, quoth the Earl > Becauſe 
ſaid the King whez 7 ſent of late mine Ambaſſadors to mine uncle your father, and 
you to Liſle, where my fooliſh Chancellor Moruillier ſo much mis behaved himſelf to- 
ward you : you ſent me word by the Archbiſhop of Narbonne (who is a Gentleman 
es bis behaviour there well declared, ) that before a year expired I ſhould repent me 
of the proud language the ſaid Moruillicr there uſed. You have kept promiſe indeed, 
and that longibefore your dey : which words the King ſpake with a merry chear- 
full countenance knowing his nature with whom he talked to be ſuch, that they 
would pleaſe him well, as undoubtedly they did. Then the King proceeded far- 

ther ſaying, 7 /ove to deal with men that keep promiſes Afterward he diſavowed 

Moruilliers words ſaying that he had ſpoken beyond his commiſſion. To be 

ſhort, the King walked a long time between theſe two Earls : a great number 

of the Earl of Charolois ſouldiers in Arms ſtanding by, and marking diligently 

their behaviour, Ar this meeting the Earls required the Duchy of Normanay, 

and the Towns fituate upon the River of Somme, with divers other particular 

demands for themſelves,and certain overturos lately treated of for theCommon- 
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wealth ofthe Realm, bur upon thoſe they ſtood leaſt, for the weal publick was wardthe 4. 


now turned into the wealth privar. As touching Normanay, the King would 


ing of Eng- 
land, by whon _ 


hardly hear thereof, but he granted the Earl of Charolois demands, and for his atfo he had 
lake offered the Earl of $. Paul the office of Conſtable : which communication 2 five. 


ended, 
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ended, the King took to Barge and returned to Parzs, and the Earls to Conflans, 
departing each from other in very courteous and loving manner. 
Thus pafled we the time,ſometimes in peace and ſometimes in war, but not- 
withſtanding that the Treaty of Peace at /a Grange aus Mercers where the 
Commiſſioners uſed to fit, were clean broken off on both ſides : yet continued 
ſtil the communication above mentioned between the King and the Earl of 
Charolojs, and meſſengers went berween them notwithſtanding the war : for the 
Earlſent to the King, William of Biſche and Guillot Diafie, being both his own 
ſervants, but yet beholding to the King 5 for when Duke Philip had baniſhed 
.them, the King at the Earl of Charolvjs requeſt entertained them. Many miſliked 
theſe ſendings to and fro, ſo far forth that the Princes began now to miſtruſt and 
x £ abandon each other, in ſuch ſort that had not one thing happened ſoon after *, 
the raking of ©DEY hadall departed with great diſhonor, Twice I ſaw them hold three ſeveral 
Roan men- aſſemblies in one chamber where they were together, wherewith the Earl of 
ES Charolois was marvellouſly offended : for he thought, ſeeing the greateſt force 
ofthis Army was his,that they did him wrong to fit inCouncel in his Chamber, 
he being preſent, without calling him unto it : wherefore he debated this mat» 
ter with the Lord of Contay a very wiſe gentleman, who adviſed him to take ir 
patiently, becauſe if he ſhould alienate their mindes from him they could berter 
make their peace then he, adding that as he was the ſtrongeſt, ſo ought he to be 
the wiſcſt, and farther counſelling him to do his endeavor by all means poſſible 
for their continuance together in friendſhip, and in no wiſe to fall at variance 
with them, but to digeſt and wink art all theſe diſorders. Laſtly, he told him 
that all men wondered , yea his own ſervants that ſo mean perſonages as the 
ewo above named, were jmployed in ſo weighty affairs : alleaging great danger 
to be therein, conſidering how liberal a Prince he was with whom he had to 
deal. True it is that this Coxtay hated William of Biſche, notwithſtanding herein 
he ſpake bur as others did, and I think verily not upon malice, but as the caſe 
required. The Earl of Charolois followed his advice, and began to ſport and 
paſtime with rhe Princes otherwiſe then he had been accuſtomed, to ſhew them 
a chearful countenance, and to commune oftener both with them and their ſer= 
vants, and ſure ſo was it requiſite: for they ſtood even upon'the point to fever 
themſelves. A wiſe man doth good ſervice in ſuch a company, it he may be 
credited, neither can he be valued too dear, but I never knew Prince in my life 
that could find the difference between man and man til he ſtood in need of men: 
and if any happily do, yet make they no account of a wiſe man, but place in au- 
thority about them thoſe whom they favour better either becauſe they are of 
equal years with them, or ſeek in all things to feed their humors, wherein they 
are often nuzled by the furcherers of their wanron pleaſures. But wiſe Princes 
will ſoon reform themſelves when need requireth, ſuch as were the King our 
maſter, the Earl of Chayolozs ar that time, King Edward of England, and divers 
others : but theſe three eſpecially I have ſeen at ſo low an ebb, that they have 
ſtood in great need of thoſe whom before they deſpiſed. Notwithſtanding as tou- 
ching the Earl of Chayolojs, after he was Duke of Burganay, and higher advanced 
by fortunes favour then ever was any of his predeceſſors and grown ſo great 
that he feared no Prince of his eſtate, God overthrew him in all his glory : and 
{o bereaved him of his wits, that he contemnea all mens counſel but his own, 
whereby he miſerably ended his life, with a great number of his ſervants and 
ſubjects, leaving his houſe deſolate as you ſce, 
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Philip d& Commines; 
CHAP. XIII; 


How the City of Roan by praftice wes pat into the Dake of Bourbons hands, for the 
Dake of Berry,aud how the Treaty of Contlans was fully concluded. 


dangers depending upon theſe Treaties, and why I adviſed Princes to 

be wiſe and circumſpe& whom they imploy in them, eſpecially him 

that hath the worſe end of the ſtaff. For while the Commiſhoners ſar co treat 
of peace, by means whereof nien met and communed together : in ſtead of trea- 
ting of peace ſome praiſed to yield the Duchy of Normaenay tothe Kings only 
brother the Duke of Berry,to the end he might there take his partage,and reſtore 
Berry to the King, which enterpriſe was allo execured accordingly.For the Lady 
of Brezey, the late Seneſchal of Nermwandy's widow, and certain of her kins+ 
folks and ſervants by her perſwaſion, received Fohz Duke of Bourbozx into the 
Caſtle of Roan, and finally into the Town, the which w:llingly conſented to this 
mutation, as did alſo all the other Towns and places in the Countrey, a few ex» 
cepted. For the Normans have ever been and yet are of opinion, that ic is re- 
quiſite for them(their Country being ſo large)to have their Prince refiant among 
rhem, neither deſire they any thing more : and (ure ir is a goodly thing and 2 
rich: for my ſelt have known the Revenues thereof nine hundred and fifty 
thouſand franks, * and ſome ſay they are greater. 
After the Town was revolted, all the inhabitants gave their oath to the D. of 
Bourbon as the Duke of Berry's Lieutenant, ſave the Bailiff of the Town named 
Onaſte(who had becn a Groom of the KingsChamber in Flanders and near about 
him) and another called William Piquart, afterward General of Normandy, and 
the high Seneſchal of Normaenay that now is, who alſo departed to the King a- 
g4inſt his mothers will, who (as you have heard) was the chief author of the 
Citizens revolt,VVhen the King heard this news he reſolved to make peace,ſceing 
he could nor undo that was already don, Wherefore incontinent he ſent word 
to the Earl of Charolois being in his Camp,that he would gladly ſpeak with him, 
and appointed the hour when he wouJd meer him in the fields by Conflans, near 
to the ſaid Camp, at which hour he came,accompanied with an hundred horſe, 
all in manner Scottiſh men of his Guard. The Earl of Charolors met him with a 
{:nall Train without any Ceremony, notwithfianding many of his ſervants wenr 
after him, ſo that in the end his Company was greater than the Kings, but he 
cauſed them to ſtay a pretty way off, and when the King and he had walked to- 


Y: ſhall now underſtand what moved me to diſcourſe fo long of the 


-gether a while, the King told him that the peace was already made, and adver. 


riſed him of all that was hapned at Rear, (whereof the Earl as yer underſtood 
nothing) adding that notwithſtanding he would never willingly have granted his 
brother ſo large a partage : yet now (ceing the Normans themſelves had made 
this mutation he would agree thereunto, and paſs the Treaty in manner and 
form, 49 before at divers meetings was deviſedfor as rouching the other Articles 
they had to agree upon, they were but trifles. The Earl of Charolois was glad 
of theſe news, for his Army lay in great diſtreſs of Victuals, bur more of money, 
and had not this hapned, all theſe Princes had been forced to depart with great 
diſhonor. Notwithſtanding to the Earl of Charelojs the ſame day, or within 
two or three days after came a new relief both of menand mony, ſent him by 
Dake Philip his father out of Burgundy, under the leading of the Lord of Saveuſes, 


being (ix{core men of Arms, and fifteen hundred Archers, and fix(core thouſand 
crowns 
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crowns upon ten Sumpter horſes, with great ſtore of bows and arrows, which 
tarniſhed reaſonably well rhe Burgundians Army, who ſtood 1n great doubr 
that the other Princes would make peace without them. + 

This communication of peace pleaſed ſo well both the King and the Earl of 
Charolois, and ſo dcfirous they were (as I have heard the Earl himſclt ſay,) to 
conclude the Treaty, that they marked not which way they walked, bur rode 
ſtraight roward Paris, ſo far forth,that they entred into a great Bulwark of wood 


- andearth, that rhe King bad cauſed to be made a good way without the Town, 


at the end of a Trench, by the which lay a way into the Town, The Earl was 
accompanied only with four or five perſons, who were much abaſhed when 
they ſaw themſelves within the Bulwark ; notwithſtanding, bimſelt ſer a good 
face on the matter. But when this newes came to the Camp the whole Army 
began to murter, and the Earl of S. Paul, the Marſhal of Burgundy, the Lord of 
Contay, the Lord of Hault-boxrdin,and divers others aflembled together,blaniing 
greatly both the Earl, and thoſe that accompanied him of this tolly, and al- 
leadging the inconvenience that hapned to his Grandfather at Montereau-faut- 
Yon in the preſence of King (harles the ſeventh. Wherefore incontinent they 
commanded all the ſoldiers that were walking abroad in the fields to retire into 
their Camp. And the Marſhal of Burgundy ſurnamed Weuf: chaftel (aid thus : 
though this fooliſa harebrained young Prince be gone to caſt away himſelf: yer 
lee us provide thar his houſe, his fathers eſtate, and we our ſelves tall not into 
danger : wherefore mine adviſe is that every man repair wo his lodging, and be 
in a readineſs, baniſhing all fear whatſoever happen. For we are ſtrong Enough 
if we ſever notzto retire to the Marches of Hezault,or Picardy,or into Burgundy, 
VWhen he had thus ſaid, he and the Earlof S. Paul mounted on horsback, and 
walked out of the Camp to ſee if they could deſcry any body coming from 
Paris : where after they had ſtood a while, they dicovered forty or fifty horſes 
being certain of the _ ſervants, as well Archers as others that waited back 
upon the Earl of Charo/ois : who ſo ſoon as he perceived theſe ro approch, 
cauſed the French to return : he ftood in awe of the Marſha], becauſe he uſed 
rogive him very ſharp language, neither feared ſometimes to tell him that he 
was but lent him during his fathers life. Wherefore minding now to prevent 
him, he ſaid thus, Chide me not, I acknowledge my great folly, but 1 was hard by 
the Bulwarke before 1 wiſt. But this notwithſtanding the Marſbal ſaid more to his 
face; then he had ſpoken behind his back, and ſure he was a faithful and a truſty 
knight. The Earl anſwered nothing but held down his head, andentred into his 
Camp where they were all glad of his return, and commended the Kings faith : 

and ſure it is to be thought that both the King and the Earl had great regard of 
their honor, conſidering that each of them putting himſelf into others hands : 

Yer neither of them received harm, notwithſtanding the Earl never after recur- 
ned under the Kings power. | 


How 


Philip 4s Gommines; 35 
CHAP. X1111: 


How the Treaty of peace was concluded between the King ,and the Earl of Ch arolots 
ad his (onfederates. 


end all matters were fully concluded, and the next day as the Earl of _ 
_ was making his muſters ro know what number he had loſt : ſ ud- eyy Ma 
 denly the King accompanied with thirty or forty horſe,came thither with- gg, 5. the 
out warning given, and rid about to view all the Bands one after another, ſave odio: | 
the Marſhals of Burgundy who loved him not : becaule not long before the King Mejer fol. 
having once given him Pexa/ in Lorarn, tookit afterward again from him to be- 337. where he 
ſtow upon John Duke of Calabria greatly to the ſaid Marſhals damage. The hs Tray 7 
King (acknowledging his error) by little and little reconciled himſelf ro the Flanders was . 
wiſe and valiant knights that had ſerved the King his father, and whom he at his cpompe from 
firſt coming to the Crown had diſplaced, wherefore they were with the overzigm ; 
Princes in Arms againſt him. Farther it was agreed that the next day the King which fa 
ſhould come tothe Caſtel of Yizcennes, and likewile all the Princes that were to _— 5: 


do him homage : for whoſe ſatery the ſaid Gaſtel ſhould be pur into the Earl of the king 
Charolois hands, according to which agreement the next morning thicher came <ould nor 


the King, and likewiſe all the Princes none being abſent, the Porch and Gate be- hor 


ing manned with Burgundians well armed : there the Treaty of peac was con- #«s alienari aut 
cluded. * The Lord Charles did the King homape for the Duchy of Normanay, 19102 i 
and the Earl of Charolois for the Towns in Picazdy a bove mentioned, as did alſo al may well 
all the reſt that had homage todo, and the Earl of S. Pax took his oath for the *PPear to be 


: . law, becauſe 
office of Conſtable : bur according tothe common proverb,Never was ſo plenti- we ;ead lib. 


ful a marriage feaſt, but ſome depgrted undined : for here ſome had what them 5: cap. 17. of 


. —_— 27" x - . hor, 
luſted, and others nothing. The King received into his ſervice certain Gentlemen cs 


that ſerved his brother, and alſo certain mean perſons, but the greatelt part re- ſtanding this 
mained ſt1]] with his (aid brother the new Duke of Normandy and the Duke of ne 
Britain, who went to Roan to take poſſeſſion. Ar their deparcute from the of Burgundy 

Caſtle of Yincennes they took their leav each of other, and returned to their and Hinber- 


lodgings : farther, all Jetrers, pardons, and other writings ſerving for the con- dns 


firmation of the peac were made. On one day departed all theſe three Princes, and condem- 
the Dukes of Normandy and Britain firſt into Normandy,and the Duke of Britain 2-4 by the 


| : 1 no Citizens of 
from thence into his own Country, and the Earl of Charelojs into Flanders. But Gant. ap- 


when the Earl was ready to take horſe, the 9, ages, effeually to ſhew pealed tothe 


x ; c ; . ; . Parlja of 
how greatly be deſired his friendſhip came to him and accompanied him to CE ied 


Filliers-le-bell,a Village four leagus from Peris,where both theſe Princes lodged appeal nor- 
that night, The Kings Train was very ſmal], but he commanded two hundred FaRanding 
men of Army to follow him to convey him back : whereof the Earl of Charolois were lawfull 


yore , ” »” - or unlawfull 
being advertiſed as he went to bed, {ell into great ſuſpicion thereaf, and com -- 097 gh 


manded a great number of his ſervants to be in Arms. Thus you ſee how they appealed 
unpoſſible 1tis for two great Princes to agree, becauſe of the ſuſpicious Tales to delay the 


and Reports that are daily and hourly beaten into thetr heads. Wheteſore two — - vruy-nnaze 


Princes that deſire to continue in friendſhi ought never to come rogether, but hoping their . 


to 1mploy vertuous and wiſe men between them,who will encreaſe their amity, _— _ 
og 2 


and repair all ſuch breaches as ſhall happen. or the King 

; : _ Ds happily,there- 
by to recover his former ſoveraignty : I leave here to diſcuſs. Notwithſtanding if any ſuch condjcion were in the Treaty 
of Conflans, as Meyer reporteth, 1n mw ſimple wdgement theſe two wiſe men would not have appealed contrary to 1t; 
and thereby have made the cauſe of their death juſt though before uniuſt,by violating this privelege, and fo infringing 
the liberties of the ſtate of Flanders obtained by this Treaty of the King, 
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The next morning the two Princes took their leave each of other with much 
courteous and wiſe talk, and the King returned to Paris accompanied with the 
men of Arms above mentioned, called thither for that purpoſe, whereby he re- 


dh by moved all ſuſpicion the Earl had conceived of their coming, The ſaid Earl 


the Liegois rode towards Cempiengne and Neon, being received by the Kings comman- 
Prebell Mm dent into all the Towns he paſſed by. From thence the marched ro Amiens 
465. 4 wy . 
which was the Where they did him homage, 2s did alſo all the other Towns upon the River of 
ns 1: Somme, and the Territoris in Picardy reſtored to him by this Treaty, which the 
of charoloiss King not paſt nine moneths before had redeemed for the ſum of four hundred 
was in France thouſand Crowns, as before you have heard. This done, he marched in- 
I the Continent into the Country of Lzege, becaule they had by the ſpace of five or fix 
Earl of cha- monerhs made war upon his father in his abſence,in theCountryes of Namur and 
rolois out of Brabant, where alſo they had ſlain certain of his ſubjeRs * : bur becauſe the 
Whereupon Winter approached he could do no great exploit ; notwithſtanding a number of 
the Licgcols Villages were burnt, and divers ſmall overthrows given to the ſaid Liegeois, 
Auguſt defieq Whereupon they made a Treaty with the Duke of Burgundy, and for perfor- 
the Duke of mance thereof ſtood bound to him in a great ſum of mony. This done, the Earl 


Burguny, & , 
hung his fons Of CÞarolois returned into Brabant. 


1mage on a | , 
gibbet with vile reprochful words. Read Annal. Burgund. fol. goo. and Meyer fol. 337. Pag- 2. but ſoon after namly 19. 
Ofob. the ſame year the D. of Burgundy by the condu of the Earlof Naſſay the Seneſchal of Hainault,the Lords of Gru- 
Fuſe, Gaſebecque, and Rubempre gave them an overthrow at Montenac where they loſt 2250. men : wherefore ſeeing their 
forces broken, and the Earl of Charolois returned home;they defired peac which they obtained 22. 1anuarij Anno 1466. 
as our author in this chapter maketh mention, and likewiſe Meyer fol. 338. and Annal. Burgundy. fol. gog. where alſo read 
the conditions of the peac, but this peac the ſame year about Tune they brake again, by aiding them of Dinand, as inthe 
ſecond book our author ſerteth forth at larg. 


CAAP. XV. 


How by the diviſion that hapned between the Dukes of Britain and Normandy, the 
King recovered the ſaid Duchy which he had given his brother. 


Ow to return to the Dukes of Normandy and Britain, who after their 

N departue from Bois de-Vincenes, went together as =_ have heard to 

rake poſſeſſion of Normandy. You ſhall underſtand that immediatly 

» He meaneth afcer theirentry into Roan, they fell ar variance about partition of the booty 3, 
by the booty, for the knights above mentioned were yet with them, who being accuſtomed 
RT "" - under King Charles the ſeventh, to live in great authority, and enjoy goodly 
offices thought now, ſeeing this enterpriſe ar an end,and themſelves unreſtored 

ro the Kings favour, to be advanced by the newDuke of Normandy, wherefore 
they gaped for the beſt offices in the Country as due to them. On the other | 

fide the Duke of Brit«in thought it reaſon that part of them ſhould be ar 

his diſpoſition, becauſe the greateſt burden of theſe wars had lien upon his 

ſhoulders. Tobe ſhort, the fire ſo kindled between them, thar che Duke of 

Britain for ſafety of his perſon was' forced to retire to Mont Saint Katherine 

near to Roar, where alſv the Duke of Nyrmendys men with the Citizens of 

Roan were about to befieg him, ſo that in the end he was forced to retire the 

high way to Britain. Of this diviſion the King being advertiſed, furthered it 

I warrant you to the uttermoſt of his power ( for he was maſter in this Art 


and in the mean time approched with his Army near to the Country, 
| whereupon 


"IR 
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whereupon thoſe that held the firong places began to yield them to him,there- 
by co recover his Favour. I ſpeak ot theſe matters upon the Kings own report, 
for my ſelf was not preſent at them. Bur to proceed, the King praftiſed with 
the Duke of Britain (who held certain of the ſtrong places in bale Normazay *) 
urterly to abandon his Brother, for concluſion whereot they were FoRErher a 
certain ſpace at Caez, where they made a Treaty, by the which,the ſaid Town 


' of Caen: and divers other places remained in the Lord of Zeſeurs hands, wirh a 


certain number of Soldiers in pay, but this Treaty was ſo confuſed, thar I think 


- neither party underſtood it throughly well. Thus returned the Duke of Britain 


into his own Country, and the King bent his whole Force againſt his Brother 
the Duke of Normandy, who ſeeing himſelf unable to withſtand him, and that 
the King had already taken Pozt de P Arche and divers other-places in the Coun- 
try, determined to fly into Flanders, The Earl of Charolos was yet at Sain- 
#ron ©, a little Town in the Country of Ziege,. where he was marvellouſly. bu- 
fied, for his Army was all broken and out of order, and part thereof, notwith- 
ſtanding the Winter, in War againſt the Zieggeos. This variance between the 
two Dukes above-mentioned much troubled him, for he defired nothing more 
then to ſce a Duke of Normandy, . becaule thereby the King ſhould loſe the third 
foot of his Realm ; wherefore he levied men in Pzcaray to put into Dzepe, but 
before they were ready, he that held the Town yielded it by compoſition to the 
King,who by this means recovered allthe Dutchy of Normandy lave thoſe places 
that the Lord of Zeſear held by the Treaty of Caen. - RE 


CHAP 2 RR 


How the new Duke of Normandy returned into Britain 5# very poor Eſtate, and 
utterly diſcouraged, becauſe he had failed of his enterpriſes he 


He Duke of Normandy was once determined (as you have heard) to fly 

into Flanaders,bur ar that very inſtant the Duke of Bretaiz and he recon- 
 ciled themſelves, acknowledging both of them their errors, and well 
perceiving all good things by diviſion to periſh and come to naught. | And ſure 


| In mine opinion it is almoſt impoſſible, that many. Princes of equall Eſtate 


being together ſhould long continue in Friendſhip and Amity, unleſs they have 
2 ſuperior over them, who alſo muſt be wiſe and well eſteemed, rotheend he 
may hold them in due obedience. I have my ſelf ſeen many examples hereof; 
and therefore ſpeak not upon hearſay. Beſides that common experience pro- 
veth that we are all Naturally enclined to fall at varience to our own harm, not 
regarding the inconveriences that enſue thereof, which is a general fault through 
the whole World, Wherefore in mine opinion a wiſe Prince having ten 
thouſand men ar his commandment, and knowing how to Govern them, is 
more to be fearcd and eſteemed than ſix Princes Confederate together, with 
each of them ten thouſand, becauſe ſo many matters fall in queſtion between 

them, that all good occaſions are loſt, before they can reſolve upon any thing. 
Thus returned the Duke of Normandy into Britain in very poor Eſtare, and 
utterly abandoned of all the Knights above-mentioned that had ſerved the King 
his Father. For they made their peace with the King, and were better entertai- 
ned by him than ever they had been in his Fathers time. Theſe two Dukes were 
wile after their hurt received (as the common proverb ſaith of the Britains) and 
lived together in Britaiz, being Governed by the Lord of Zeſeat their principal 
E, ſervant; 


7 


b The places 
Duke of 

Britain held, 
were Caen 
Auaranches, 
Lecritux, &Cc. 

c Some Copics 
have St. Oen, 
but the old 
Copy and 4? 
la Marche Sain- 
ctron,ſome call 
it Centron, and 
St. Truden as 
faith Guiccz. 
Hubert us na- 
meth it in La- 
tine Centrones. 
Berlandus, fa- 
num Trudons, 
but corruptly 
ſaith Hubertrs « 
the Ancient 
name in deed 
1s Centrones, | 
wherefore it 15 
to be read Cen- 
tron or Sain- 
Cron, but not 
St, On, 
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ſervant. And divers Ambaſſadors ran between the King and them, and between 
them and the Earl of Charolois, and likewiſe berween the King and the Duke of 
Burgundy, ſome to Jearn news, ſome to corrupt one anothers ſervants and ſub- 
je&s,and ſome for divers other evil purpoſes,and all under colour of good faith. 
Some alſo went with good intent truſting ro pacikie theſe rroubles, which ſure 
was great ſimplicity in them to think themſelves wiſe and ſufficient enough by 
their preſence to appeaſe Princes ſo great, ſo ſubril, and' ſo well acquainted 
with all ſorts of fine praRilſes as theſe were, eſpecially neither party inclining to 
reaſoy, Burt ſome there are lo blinded with vain glory, that they think them- 
ſelves able ro deal in matters that oftentimes they underſtand not : for their 
Maſters do not alwaies diſcover to them the bottom of their choughts. To ſueh 
it often happeneth rhat they go bur to furniſh the Feaſt, yea many times to their 
own coſt : for ever one by-tellow or-other accompanieth them, rhac hath Come 
ſecret praRice apart, at the leaſt thus have Iſcen the marter ordered ac alltinies 
and in all places where I have been, Wherefore as I ſaid before, that Princes 
ought to be circumſpe& whom they imploy in their affairs : ſo f ay Inow,thae 
thoſe that are imployed ought to take heed how they Negotiate in Princes buſi- 
nefles. And whoſo can ſhift off the charge, unleſs he underſtand ic throughly 
well, and perceive his Maſter to be well atteed thereunto, is to be accounted 
wiſe : for I have known many a good man in a peck of troubles with ſuch 
affairs. Princes alſo I have ſeen of rwo contrary diſpoſitions, the one ſo fubril 
and ſuſpicious, that a man can never be acquainted with their humor, for they 
think all che world bent ro deceive them : the other -rruſt their ſervants well 
enough, but themlelves are ſo groſs and underſtand ſo little of their own af- 
fairs, that they know not who doth them good ſervice or bad, whereby they 
alter their minds in a moment from love to hatred, and from hatred to love. 
And notwithtanding char of either ſort few are good and conſtant : yer I for my 
part had ra;her live under the wiſe than the fooliſh : becauſe rhere are more 


- waies to avoid their diſpleaſure, and recover their Favour loſt: but with the 


ignorant a man can deviſe noſhitr, for no wan dealeth with themſelves in any 
matter, bur alcogether with their ſervants, whom alſo they change as of as the 
wind, Notwithſtanding in thoſe Countries where ſuch Princes Reign, all men 
are of duty bound to ſerve and obey them. Wherefore all things conſidered, 
our only hope ought to be in God: for he alone is conſtant, he only is good : 
bur this leflon we learn too late « yea never before we need his help, norwith= 
Randing it is bexter late than never. 


The 


- -aquarter of a league of Dinaxd,and ſevered only with the River of Maze. For not 
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CHAP. 1. 


of the Wars between the Burgundians and Liegeois, and how the Town of Dinand 
was taken, ſacked, and raſed. 


Mmediately after theſe troubles above-mentioned, ended in 
France, the Duke of Birgwndy year by year had War with 
the Tiegeo,againſt whom when the King ſaw him buſted, 
he uſually arrempted ſome enterpriſe againſt the Britazrs, 
ſending alſo ſome ſmall aid to the ſaid Liegeos: whereupon 
the Duke forthwith either turned his Force againſt the King 
| to ſuccour his Confederates, or they concluded ſome 
Treaty of Truce, - Now you ſhall underſtand that in the 
year 1466: Dinand was taken by the Duke of Burgundy, * being a Town in the |, 466. 
Country of Liege ſtrong and Rich for the bigneſs thereof, by reaſon of their great » The Peace ., 
Trade of Copper works, commonly called Dznazdry, being pots, pans,and ſuch made far. 22. 
like implements. Philip Duke of Burgandy (who died in the month of Fane the _—_— 
year 1467) in his extream age was borne thither in a Litter; ſo much hated he tion is made 
the ſaid Town, becauſe of their great cruelty uſed againſt his Subje&s in the -, -H 


County of Namar,eſpecially againſt a little Town called Boawzes,{ituate within laſt Book, a- 
-=—_ Zune the 

: 4 : . R h 
long before the time I now write of, they of Dizand beſieged the ſaid Town of ran _ 


Bowvines(the River running between?) the ſpace ofeight months, commitred ma- 25 here is re- . 


ny cruel murthers in the Country thereabour, and ſhot all that ſpace continually 10. our 
with two Bombards,and other great peices of Artillery into the Town : ſo that the image 
the poor people were conſtrained to ſave themſelves in rheir Sellers, and there ®* the Duke, 

to abide: Ir is almoſt incredible how great hatred was between theſe two Towns, __— 


notwithſtanding that their Children uſually married together, becauſe there Barbarous In- 
was no other good Town near them. —_— : i 


The year betore the deſtruction of Dinand being the ſame Summer, the Earl of of Read 4nnat. 
Charolos came before Pars with the Princes of France as before you have heard: IS 
they made a Treaty with the D. of Bargundy,whereby they agreed to give him a and Meyer page 
certain ſum of mony to abandon their League with the City of Zzege and ro Go. 338-vhereal- 
vern their Eſtate apart,a manifett roken of imminent deſtruction, when they that knee 
ought ro continue together in amity, ſever themſelves and forſake cach other, is deſcribed. 
which I ſpeak as well to great Princes in League together as to Towns and Com- pri —_ 
monalties, But becauſe I ſuppoſe every man ro have ſeen & read a number of ex- paſs the River 
amples to this purpoſe, I will lightly paſs over this diſcourſe,only noting by the mo the Dukes 
way that K. Zew#s our Maſter was the fineſt and cunningelt Prince in dilolving 00mg 
Friendſhip berween men.that ever I knew,for he pared neither mony ,200ds,nor they planted - 
rravel,but labored as well the ſervants as the Maſters. Now to return to the Hi- oy 
ſtory,they of Dinand ſoon repented them of the Treaty above- mentioned,for they fide of the Ri- 
cruelly pur to death four of their belt Citizens thar had been the chief perſwaders Ye meaning 
of them thereunto, and began War a.new in the County of Namur : wherefore > Shag an 
partly for theſe confiderations, and partly becauſe of the earneſt ſollicitation of to make any 
che Cictzens of Bowwines, D.Philip laid the fiege before che Town,but the charge Teach, 
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© Dinand was 
taken in Au- 
guſt. Annal, 
_ the 
28. of Auguſt 
faith Meyer, 
and the Dukes 
Army before 
the Town was 
thirty thou- 
ſand men. 
Meyer. 

d the eight 
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fore Bouvines, 
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forty thouſand 
men. Annal. 
Burgund. but 
Meyer Caith but 
fix and thirty 
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f Others ſay 
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of the whole Army was committed to his Son. Thither came alſo from his own 
houſe the Earl of S. P«#/ Conſtable of France to aid the Duke, not by the Kings 
commandment, nor with the men of arms that were under his charge, but with 
ſuch Force only as he had levied in the Marches of Picardy.Once they of Dinand 
made a proud Sally,and were repulſed to their great loſs:and the eight day after 
the Town being marvellouſly beaten with the Canon was taken by Aſſault, *ſo 
that their Friends had no leiſure to bethink them whether they ſhauld aid them 
or not. The Town was burnt and raſed, and the Priſoners being to the number 
of eight hundred, drowned before Bouviens. * Sure the revenge was cruel upon 
them, bur I think God had ſo ordeined it becauſe of their great wickedneſs. 

The next day after the Town was taken, the Zzegeos came thither with great 
Force * to ſuccour it, contrary to their promiſe : for by the Treaty above-menti- 
oned, they and the Town of Dizand had abandoned each other, Duke Philip 
becauſe of his old age returned home, but his Son with the whole Army mar- 
ched againſt the Liegeos whom we met ſooner than we looked for. For by 
chance our Vaward miſled the way for lack of Guides, by means whereof our 
Bartel met firſt with them, wherein were the principal leaders of our Army. Ir 
was almoſt night when we arrived at the place where they lodged : yet notwith- 
ſtanding we marched againſt them, but even at thar very inſtant they ſent Ambaſ- 
ſadors to the Eatl of Charolows, — him for the Honor of the Virgin Mary, 
whoſe Even that was,to have compafhion upon this poor people, exculing their 
faulr the beſt they could. Yet this notwithſtanding their Army made ſhew as 
though they deſired the Bartel, and their behaviour ſeemed clean contrary to 
their Ambaſſadors requeſt. Burt after the ſaid Ambaſſadors had paſſed twice or 
thrice berween them and us, they concluded to obſerve the Treaty made the 
year before, and to give the Duke a certain ſum of mony, for performance of 
che which conditions, better than the former, they promiſed to deliver ro the 
Earl by eight of the clock the next morning three hundred Hoſtages, * named 
in a Role by their Biſhop and certain of his Servants being in our Camp. This 
night our Army was in great trouble and fear, for our Camp was neither forti- 
fied nor incloſed, beſides that, we lay ſcattered here and there, and in a place 
much for the Liegeows advantage, who were all footmen, and knew the Coun- 
try berter than we. Some of them defired to aflaule us, and in mine opinion if 
they nad fo done, they mought eaſily have defeated us, bur their Ambaſſadors 
that intreated for Peace brake off that Enterpriſe. 

By break of day our Army was come together, and our Battails fiood in very 
good order.Our Force was great, for we were three thouſand men of arms good 
and bad, and twelve or thirteen thouſand Archers, beſides great Force of font- 
men,of the Countries thereabout.VVe marched ſtraight upon our Enemies with 
intent either ro receive the Hoſtages, or give them Bartel if they refuſed to deli- 
ver them. We found them ſevered into ſmall Bands, and in great diſorder, as 
2 people obedient to no mans commandment. Noon drew near, the Hoſta- 
ges being yer undelivered, Wherefore the Earl of Charolow asked the Marth al 
of Burgundy there preſent, whether he ſhould aſſault them : who anſwered yea, 
alledging that they mought now be diſcomfited without danger, and that no 
conſcience was to be made in the matter, ſeeing the fault was theirss The like 
adviſe gave alſo the Lord of Contay, adding that he ſhould never have them ar 
ſuch advantage, and ſhewing him how they went ſcattered here and there in 
{mall Bands, wherefore he counſelled him without farther delay to invade them, 
But the Earl of St. Paul Conſtable in Fraxce, being asked his adviſe, was of the 

contrary 
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ary opinion, ſaying, that if he aſſailed them, he ſhould do againſt his honor & This Peace 
ons Cach a number of people could not (o ſoon agree upon the -——— = — Ig 
delivery of ſo many Hoſtages. Wheretore he held ir beſt ro ſend again to them 5;yrenter 4s. 
ro know what they would do. The Earl of Charoloss debated this marter long _—— 
with himſelf. On the one ſide he ſaw his ancient and mortal Enemies defeated Meyer fol. 339. 
withour all danger,but on the other fide, he feared the ſtaining of his honor it he pag. 2. and 
ſhould invade them. In the end he ſent a Trumpeter to them, who mer with che fn = 
Hoſtages upon the way, whereupon the Wars ended, and every man returned Farcher about 
homezbuec the Soldiers were much offended with the Conſtables advile,tor they _ _ 
ſaw a goadly booty before them. Incontinent, Ambaſladors were lent ro Liege the next year 
ro confirm the Peace * : but the people being inconſtant and wavering, vaunted being 1457. 
that the Earl durſt not fight with them, and diſcharged Harquebuſes upon his pJue 
Ambaſſadors, and entreated them very il]. But the Earl returned into Flanders, again; : ba 
and this Summer died his Father *, for whom he made a great and ſolemn 1467. 
Funeral at Bruges, and advertiſed the King of his death, So 


1467. Annal.Burgund. Berlandus. De la Marche. Meyer Gaith the 16.0f 7uly,Gaguin in one place ſaith Zune,and in ano- 
Leh al FJuly,he gaverned 48. years, lived 71. Meyer. Farther here 1s to be noted that in this place,our Author begin- 
neth the year 1467.for that year died the Duke as he ſaith before in this Chapter,and theſe words,where he ſaith, And this 
Summer died his Father,have not relation to the ſame Summer Dinand was taken,and-the Peace made with the Lizgeozs, 
for if the Duke had died that Summer, he could not have been at the taking of Djnand,for Dinand was raken 1n Auguſt,and 
then the Duke dying in 7une,muſt have been dead before,if he had died that Summer:but theſe words have relation to the 
Earl of Charolozs return inte Flanders which was in the begiamng of the Summer 4x.1457. fof the Peace was made Syp.t, 
1466.and all that Winter (to the end he might makeall ſure at Lizge : -) he remained in thoſe Countries,and 1n the begin- 
ning of the next Summer, 4#.1467.returned into Flanders,and 1n {eu afrer died his Father. Thus much I have been forced 
to ſay, leaſt our Author by ſlipping over that Winter becauſe nothing was done 1 it, ſhould ſeem to write contrarteties, 
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CHAP. 1I. ; 


How the Liegeois brake the Peace with Duke of Burgundy they Earl of Charoloiss 
and how he diſcomfited them in Battel. "Tn C 


tertaineJ berween theſe Princes. The King was marvellouſly offended 

with the Dukes of Britain and Burgundy, by means whereof they could 

hardly hear one from another: for oftentimes their Meflengers were ſtaid, andin 
time of War forced to go by Sea out of Britain into Flexders, or at leaſt to paſs 
out of Britain into England,and lo to travel by Land to Dower,and there to croſs 
over to Calice : for they could nor paſs the next way through France withour 
great danger. Bur during all the ſpace of twenty years or more, that theſe 
Princes were at variance, ſometime in open VVar, and ſometime in a diflembled 
Truce, wherein each party comprehended their Confederates : God (hewed ſo 
great favour to the Realm of France, that the Civil Warsin England were not 
yet fully ended, notwithſtanding that they began fifteen years before, and had 
continued with cruel and bloody Bartels, wherein many a good may loſt his 
lite. For you ſhall underſtand, that there were in England rwo houſes that 
claimed the Crown, to wit, Lexcaften and York : for the which cauſe both the 
parties Proclaimed their Enemies Traitors, and the diviſion of theſe two 
houſes was the preſervation of the Eſtate of France : for doubt you not bur 
that this Realm had ſuſtained great troubles if the Engiſs men had been in ſuch 
kſiare then as in times paſt, Bur to return again to our matter, the Kings 
chiet defire was to conquer Britain, both becauſe ic ſeemed eaſier to be 
lubdued, and of leſs detence than this houſe of Burgundy, and all n— 
E 3 the 


JD =: theſe Wars andever after,many ſecret and new practiſes were en- 
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the Britains received all his evil wilters, namely his Brother, and other his Ene- 


mies thar had intelligence in his Realin. Wherefore he praftiſed continually 
with the Duke of Burgandy, making him divers offers if he would forſike the 


| Britains, and namely that he would in like manner abandon the Liegeos, and all 
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other the Dukes Enemies. VWhereunto the Duke of Burgundy Would not agree, 
bur made a new Voltage againſt the Zizgeoz, becauſe they had again broken the 
Peace, and taken and ipoiled a Town called Hay *, and chaſed his men our oft, 
notwithſtanding the Hoſtages delivered the year before under pain ot death, and 


and La Marche the great ſum of mony they had bound themſelves to forfeir, if they brake the 


name it Huy 5 
Guziccs, Hoey o 
erties 


ſaid Treaty, The Duke levied his Army about Zowvarn in Brabant, and upon the 
, marches of Ziege, whither came to him from the King the Earl of St. Paul Con- 


Hun, Myer, ſtable of France (now become wholly French, and reſiding altogether with the: 


Hoyum,and al- 
moſt all other 
goad Authors. 


King) accompanied with Cardinal B«/ue and other, who advertiſed him that 
the Ziegeors were the Kings Confederates, and comprehended in the Truce ; 
wheretore the King would ſuccour them if he invaded them, Notwithſtanding: 
they offered if he would abandon the Dukes of Berry and Britainto the King,thas 
the King would then abandon the Ziegeos ro him. Their Andience was thort' 
and in open Court, neither lated they above one day, The Duke excuſed him-. 
ſelf, .and'accuſed the Ziegeos with breach of the Peace, alledging that they had 
invaded his Dominions, wherefore he ſaw no reafon why he ſhotld not be re= 


' + | venged on them withour'forſaking his Confederates, and this was his anſwer 
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for that time. Again the next day atter their arrival, the Duke being ready to 


| take horſe, told them that he humbly beſought the King ro attemprnothing a- 


gainſt the Duke of Britain, whereunto the Conſtable replied and ſaid, Sir you 


chooſe nt but take all, for you will make War at your pleaſure upon our Friends, 


and conſtrain u to ty ſtill and not invade our Enemits as you do yours, it may 
not be ſo, neither will: the King endured it, Then the Duke taking his leave ſaid 
thus again, The Liegeois are Aſſembled together, and within three daies 1 look for 
the Battel, if I be overthrown , 1 ans ſure you will do after your accuſtomed 
manner : but if the Viftory fall on my ſide, the Britains ſhall live quietly by you, 
Which talk ended ;. he mounted on horſeback, and the Ambaſſadors repaired 
to their lodgings,to make them ready ro depart. The Duke marched in arms from 
Louvain with great Force, and laid his Siege before a Town called Sainitrop, his 
power was marvellous great,for all the ſtrength of Burgaxdy was come to him,ſo 

thar this Army was far greater than any other that I had ſeen with him before. 
A little before his departure,he debated with his Counſel, whether he ſhould 
put the Lzegeow Hoſtages to death,or what he ſhould do with tnem. Some gave 
adviſe to kill chem all, eſpecially the Lord of Coxtay lo often above-mentioned, 
whom I never heard ſpeak ſo cruelly as ar that preſent. Whertore it is neceſſary 
for a Prince to have more than one of his Counſel;for the wiſcft err,yea,and that 
often. Otherwhiles becanſe they are partial ro the marters debated through ha- 
tred of love,ſometimes becaule they ſzek ro contrary ſome one that hath ſpoken 
before them, poſſible allo their bodies may be evil diſpoſed, tor ir is not to be 
held for Counſel that is given after dinner, But you will ſay, that men ſubje& co 
ſuch imperfe&ions are unfit to be of a Princes Counſel,whereunto I anſwer,thar 
we are all men, and that who fo will have no Counſellors but ſuch as never fail 
to ſpeak wiſely, nor are more diſtempered at one time then another, mult ſeek 
them in Heaven, for he ſhall not find them on Earth, But for redreſs of this in- 
conventence, ſometimes one of the Counſel will ſpeak very well and wiſely, 
that uſeth not often fo to do, and thus one ſupplicth an others defets. Now ro 
return 
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recurn to the matter debated in this aſſembly, two or three were of the (aid 
Contay's opinion, moved thereunto by his great Authority and wiſdom : for in - 
\uch aſſemblies a great number give their opinion, bur as they have heard ſome 
other ſpeak before them,not underſtanding the matters debated, bur ſeeking on- 
ly to flatter ſome one being of Credit and Authority that hath already ſpoken. 

After theſe the Lord of Himbercourt, a Gentleman born near ro Amiens, and 
one of the wiſeſt Knights that ever I knew, being asked his adviſe ſaid, that to 
the end the Duke might have God on his fide, and diſcharge himſelf of Cruelcy 
and deſire of Revenge before the World : he thought ir beſt to pardon all theſe 
Hoſtages , conſidering they came thither with a good intent, ſuppoſing the 
Treaty ſhould have been obſerved, Notwizhſtanding he adviſed the Duke ar 
their departure to give them to underſtand, how great grace ard favour he 
ſhewed them,and to deſire them to do theirendeavour in perſ[wading their Ciz- 
2ens to peace,which it they could not obtain,yet arthe leaſtthemſelves acknow- 
ledging his goodneſs towards them, ſhould never after bear arms neither againſ 
him, nor their Biſhop there preſent with him, This opinion took place, and the 
Hoſtages when they were delivered promiſed to do as the Duke required, Far- 
ther this was told them art their departure, that if any of them were hereafter 
taken in arms againſt the Duke, he (ſhould die, and thus they were diſmiſſed, 

Ic is not amiſs co rehearſe hear how atrer Monſieur de (oxtay's cruel ſentance 
pronounced againſt the Hoſtages : (part of the which were come thither with 
a good meaning, and upon very ſimplicity, )one of the Councel ſaid thus ro me 
in mire Ear: Mark well this man, his body is healthful enough, though he be 
old : yet dare 1 lay a good wager he ſhall wot live a year to anend, becanſe of 
this cruel ſentence he hath gives, and ſure ſo it fell out, tor he lived noc long 
after, Nowithicinding before his death he did his Maſter good Service in the 
Battel againſt the Zzegeozs, whereof you ſhall now hear. 

L have made mention before how the Duke departing from Louwaire, laid his 
Siege before Sain@ron,and bent his Artillery againſt ir. Within the Town were 
three thouſand Zzegeozs under the charge of a Valiant Knight, the ſeliſame that 
was their chief Commiſſioner for Peace when we met them in order of Batrel 
the year before. Bur the third day after the Dukes arrival before the Town, the 
Liegeois With great force came to Levy his Siege abour ten of the Clock in the 
morning) they were thirty thouſand men » and better good & bad,all Foormen  Thez;2ew;s 
ſavefive hundred, They were well furnithed of Artillery, and encamped wichin Army thar 
half a League of us in a ſtrong Village called Breton, part whereof was enviro- gu Ae | 
ned with a mariſh. Father Praxc# Royer, Bailiff of Liows, and the Kings Ambaila- was of 20000. 
dor at that time to the ſaid Ziegeois, was with them in their Army *. Our For- _ _—_— 
ragers were the firſt rhat advertiſed us of their arrival, for we had no Scouts a- _— 
broad, which was a foul over-ſight.; 1 never was in place withtheD, of Burg un- fings Forces) 
dy where 1 ſaw him give good order of himſelf bur this day only: Incontinent he 0. fm, vs 
ranged all his Ba:tels in the Ficld, ſave certain Bands appointed to lie till ar the as Myer ter- 
Siege, among the which were five or {ix hundred Engliſh-men. Farther he beſet _ = - 
borh the (ides of the Viilage with twelve hundred men of arms,and placed him- in hs Banel, 
ſelf with 8co. men of arms dire&tly over againg the Yillage, ſomwhar farther off 29: _. 
than the reſt : he cauſed alſo a great company of Gentlemen and men of arms to Ahn ,- 
light on foot with the Archers, and then the Lord of Ravaiſtain with the Vaward the Liegeois 
( being all on foot, as well men of arms, as Archers ) marched forward with 452.7 of 
certain pieces of Artillery even hard to the Zzegeois Trenches which were broad, ooo. Ar- 
deep, and tull of water: yet notwithſtanding with force of Arrows and Canon 5 299 
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ſhot, the enemies were repulſed, and their Trenches won, and their Artillery 
alſo : but when our ſhot tailed us,the Ziegeois recovered their ſpirits and with 
their long Pikes gave a Charge upon our Archers and their Captains, of whom 
they ſlew in a moment four or five hundred, inſuch ſort that all our Enſigns be- 
gan to waver as men half diſcomfited, At which inſtant the Duke commanded 
the Archers of his Battel to march, being led by Phitip of Crevecenr, Lord of 
Cordes(a wiſe Gentleman) and divers other Valiant men, who ſo couragiouſly 
aflailed che enemies, that with the turning of a hand they were put to flight, Bur 
neither the Horſe-men above mentioned that ſtood on both ſides of the Village, 
neither the D. himſelf could follow the Chaſe becauſe of rhe mariſh : for they 
were placed there only to this end,thar if the Zzegeois had broken the Dukes Va- 
ward, and iflued forth of their Trenches into the Plain, they might then have gi- 
ven 2 Charge upon them. The Lzegeois fled along through the mariſh, being 
purſued only by our Foot-men, notwithſtanding the D. ſent part of the Horſe- 
men that accompained himſelf ro follow the Chaſe,but they were forced to ride 
two Leagues about before they could find any paſſage, by means whereof they 
were benighted, which ſaved many a Lzegeozs lite. The reſt of his Horſe-men the 
Duke ſent to his Camp, becauſe they.heard a great noiſe there, and doubted 
the enemies ſally, and indeed they had iflued forth thrice, but were always re- 
pulſed, eſpecially through the V aliantneſs of the Eng /ifb-wen that the Duke lefr 
there behind him. A few of the Zzegeots after they were put to flight rallied 
themſelves rogether at their Carriage, but ſtay'd not long there. In this Bartel 

4 There were Were {laid nine thouſand men, * which number Iam ſure ſhall ſeem great to all 

Nain ar this thar love truth, but I have been in my time in many Barrels, where for one thar 

Barrel,000% Was (lain men made report of a hundred, thinking -thereby to pleaſe their Ma- 

Copy, 3000. ſters whom often they abuſe with ſuch untruths. Sure had we not been benjghc- 

Foyer: growte £d, there had been ſlain above fifteen thouſand, The Barrel being ended, © the 

—_ dia Duke when it was dark night returned with the whole Army into his Camp, 

obſcure An- ſave a thouſand or twelve hundred Horſe that were gone two Leagues abour to 

nals, oneot {tow the Chaſe, for otherwiſe. they could not come near their enemies be- 
other of Bra- Cauſe of a little River that was to paſs. They did no great exploit becauſe of 
bart, of pur- the night : notwithſtanding ſome of their enemies they flew, and ſome they 

They our An- took, bur the greateſt part eſcaped into the City. The Lord of Contay did good 

thor as = Service this day in giving order in the Bartel, and died ſhortly after in the 

ed Town of H#z, and made 2 good end: He was a wile and a Valiant Knight, bur 
more ar large. lived not long after his cruel ſentence pronounced agaiuſt the Hoſtages above 
< vo om mentioned. The Duke immediately after he was unarmed, called one of his Se- 
upon Alha/- Cretaries, and wrot a Letter to the Conſtable and the other Ambaſſadors depar- 
low Even, De ted from him at Louvain not above four days before, wherein he advertiſed 

Mes aith the (MEM of his Victory and deſired them to attempt nothing againſt the Britains. 

27 of Otober., Within ewo days after the Batte], the pride of his fooliſh people was clean 
abated, though their loſs were not great : whereby appeareth how dangerous a 
thing it is for any Prince to hazard his Eſtate in Battel, if he may by any other 
means make a good end, for a ſmall loſs in a Battel changerh and altereth the 
minds of his Subjes that receiveth the overthrow, more than any man would 
think, cauſing them not only to ſtand in great fear of their enemies, but alſo to 
diſpiſe and contemn their Prince and thoſe that are in Authoricy about him, yea 
to murmur and praGiſe againſt him. They demand boldlier than they were ac- 
cuſtomed, and ſtorm it ought be denied them, ſo that the Prince might have 


done more with one crown before the Bartel), than with thiee after it. Where 
fore 
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fore ifhe that hath received the overthrow be wiſe, he will not adventure aſe- 


cond Battel in this eſtate with thoſe that have fled, but only defend his own, & 
ſeek ſome ſmall enterpriſe calie to be atchieved, rothe end thereby his Subjeas 
may recover their former courage,and remove from them all fear. To conclude; 
the loſs of a Bartel traineth with-ir a number of inconveniences to him thar is 
vanquiſhed. Notwithſtanding great Conquerors have juſt cauſe to defire the 
Barrel to abridge their labour, as have alſo the Exgliſb and Switzers, both be- 
cauſe they are better Foot-men than their Neighbors, as appeareth by the grear 
Vicories they have obrained,(which notwithſtanding I write not to the dif- 
praiſe of other Nations)and allo becauſe their men cannot keep the FieJds long 


without doing ſome exploit, as Frezch-men and 7talians can, whoalſo are more . 


full of pra&ice and eafier to be governed than they. Now en the other fide, he 
that abtaineth the Victory; increaſeth his honor and eſtimation, his SubjeRts are 
the more obedient, tney deny him nothing that he demandeth, his Souldiers 
alſo wax thereby the hardier, and the more couragious. Notwithſtanding of- 
rentimes the Princes themſelves after a Victory obrained, are ſo puffed up with 
pride and vainglory, that commonly their good ſucceſs rturnerh to their harm, 
all the which hapnerh by Gods diſpofition, who ſendeth alterations according 
to mens deſerts. | bh 

When they within S4inr0» ſaw the Bartel loſt, and themſelves incloſed on all 
fides, ſuppoſing alfo the diſcomfiture ro be much greater than indeed it was : 
they laid down their Armor, yeilded the Town, and delivered ſuch men to the 
Dukes mercy as ie demanded, whom he incontinent cauſed to be beheaded, (ix 
of rhem being of the Hoſtages that he had diſmifled a few days before, under 
ſuch conditions as you have heard. From thence he diſlodged and marched to 
Tongres, Which abode the Siege : but becauſe the Town was nothing ſtrong; 
they yeilded before the Battery under the ſame conditions that their Neighbors 
of SantFron had accepted,and delivered alſo ten men to the Duke Who were pur 
to death as the former, five or fix of them being likewiſe of the Hoſtages 
above mentioned. | 


CHAP. III: 
How ſome of the (itizens of Liege agreeing to yeild their Town, and others refuſing 
ſo to dozthe L, of Hymbetcourt found means to enter into it for the D. of Burgundys 


Rom Tongres the Duke marched to the City of Zizge, where the people 
were in great diviſion, for part of them gave adviſe to defend the Town: 
ſaying that they had force ſufficient within it ſo to do, the chief of the 

which FaRion was a Knight called Maſter Raz of Zire, bur others ſeeing all 
the Country about burned and deſtroyed, would in any wife have peace, were 
the conditions never ſo unreaſonable: wherefore when the Duke approched 
near to the City, divers overtures of peace were made by certain mean Per- 
ſons, as priſoners and ſuch like. But the principal dealers therein were cer- 
tain of our Hoſtages, who doing clean contrary to the others above mentioned, 
and acknowledging the great favour the Duke had ſhewed them, brought to 
his Camp with them three hundred of the beſt Cicizens in their ſhirts, bare 
headed, and bare Jegged, who preſented the Keys of the City to him;and yeild- 
ed themſelves to his mercy, humbly beſeeching him only to give them his 
word, that the Town ſhould neither be fired nor ſacked. And at the ſelfiame 
rime that they came in this eſtate ro the Duke, the Kings Ambaſladors being 
Monſieur de Mony, and a Secretary called Fobn Prenoſt were there preſent, who 

were 
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were come to the Duke with the ſame demands that the Conſtable had made a 
few days before. Farther the very day of the compoſition, the Duke ſuppoſing 
ro enter the City, ſent the Lord of Hymberconrt thither before him, becauſe he 
was well acquainted in the Town, and had been Governor thereof under Duke 
Philip during the years they lived in peace : notwithſtanding entry was denied 
him for that day, whereupon he retired and lodged in an Abbey without one of 
the Town gates, being accompanied with fifty men of arms,the whole number 
amounting to two hundred Souldiers,and my ſelf being one of them. The Duke 
of Burgundy ſent him word it the place where he lay were firong not to diſlodge, 
otherwiſe to retire back to him, for he could hardly have ſuccoured him be- 
cauſe all that Country is rock and ſtone. The ſaid Hymbercourt reſolved not ro 
move(tfor the place was very ftrong,) bur retained with him five orfix of the 
Citizens that brought the Keys to the Duke, minding to uſe their help to good 
purpoſe, as hereafter you ſhall perceive, At nine of the clock at night we heard 
a Bell ring, at the ſound whereof the Citizens uſe to aſſemble, whereupon the 
ſaid Hymbercourt, doubted that this Bell called company together to iflue forth 
to aſlail us, (for he was advertiſed thac Maſter Raz of Zaitre and other of the 
Citizens would not agree to peace) and indeed his ſurmiſe was true, tor that 
was their determination, and they were even upon the point to ſally. Then ſaid 
the Lord of Hymbercoart to us, If we can dally with them but till midnight, we 
are ſafe, for they will wax weary and deſirous of ſleep, and then thoſe that are our 
enemies in the Town will fly when they ſhall ſee their enterpriſe fruſtrate : 
wherefore to bring his purpoſe to paſs, he diſpatched rwo of the Citizens that 
he had Rated with him, and delivered them certain friendly Articles in writing; 
meaning only to buſie the Citizens with farther talk to win time : for their man- 
ner was and yet isto aſſemble rogether arthe Biſhops Pallace to debate of their 
affairs, when the Bell above mentioned is rung. Theſe two Burgefles which had 
been of our Hoſtages, when they came to the gate being hardly two bow ſhot 
from the Abbey where we lodged, found a great number of the Citizens there 
in arms, ſome of the which would needs iflue forth to aflail us, and ſome nor. 
Then our two Burgeſles told the Mayor of the City aloud, that they brought 
certain friendly Articles in writing from the Lord of Hymbercourt the Duke of 
Burgundy's Lieutenant in thoſeCountries,willing him toreturn to the Pallace to 
read them, whereunto he agreed, and incontinent we heard the Bell ring again, 
whereby we underſtood that they were buſted about our Articles, Our two Bur- 
gefles returned nor, bur about an hour after we heard a greater noiſe at the 
gate than before, and a much greater number came thirher in arms, crying and 
railing upon us from the walls, whereby the Lord of Hymbercourt perceived 
our danger to be now rather increaſed than diminiſhed : wherefore he diſpat+ 
a There were ched the other four Hoſtages that were yet with him,by whom he wrote a Ler- 


ow drag ter,the contents whereof were, That during the time he was Governor of theCi- 
without whom ty, for the D.o! Bargnnay, he had uſed them gently and lovingly, netther would 
_—_—_— for any thing conſent to their deſtruion, eſpecially ſeeing not Jong before he 
the principal had been a commoner of one of their Companies in the Town, namcly the 
was the Gold- Goldſmiths Company : * wherefore they ought ſo much the rather to credit his 
ſmiths Com- _ "hv : : 
pany, burthe V ords, To be ſhort he ſaid if they would obtain peace, and ſave their Country, 
moſt Ancient they mult firſt receive the Duke intothe Town according to their promiſe, and 
then ſubſcribe ro certain Articles written in the Scedule he there ſent them. After 
he had well inftryQed theſe four Hoſtages,they went to the gate as did the for» 
mer, which they found wide open. Some of the Citizens wellcomed ch.em with 
| {ta'p 


ſmiths, Guiccs. 


Philip ds Commines, 
ſharp words, but others were content to hear their meſſage, To be ſhort, in 
the end they returned again to the Pa}lace, immediatly whereupon we heard 
the Bell ring, which much comforted us, and by little and lictle, the poiſe rhar 
was at the gate ceaſed, They were together in the Pallace til] ewo of the 
Clock after midnight, and inthe end concluded to obferve the compoſition they 
had made, and the nexe morning to deliver one of the Town gates to the Lord 
of Hymbercourt : Whereupon incontinent Maſter Raz of Laitre and his whole Fa- 
&:on fled out of the Towne. EY | : 

I would not have ſtood fo long upon this point being of ſo ſmall importance, 
had ic not been to declare that by ſuch fine devices proceeding of deep wiſdom, 
great perils, dangers, and lofles are otten eſchewed. The nextmorning by day 
break, 2 number of the Hoſtages came to the Lord O—_ defiring him 
ro come to the Pallace where all the people were aflembled, there ta aſſure 
them by his Oath of the two points they doubred of: to wit the firing and 
ſacking of the Town, which being done, they promiſed ro pur one of the gates 
into his hands: whereof he ſent word tothe Duke, and then accompanied 
them to the Pallace, where after he had ſworn as they demanded, he returned 
to the gate» And the Citizens commanded the Souldiers that were vpon it to 
come down, and he pur into it twelve men of arms, and certain Archers, and 
reared up the Duke of Burgundies Enſign. From thence he went to another 
walled gate, into the which he pur the Baſtard of Burgundy, who lay near at 
hand. Into the third he put the Marſhal of Burganady, and into the fourth cer- 
tain Gentlemen that were with himſelt, and thus were four gates well manued 
with Barg«nadiaxs, and the Dukes Enſign upon them. : 

Now you ſhall underſtand, Thar at thar time the City of Ziege was one of the 
mightieſt & moſt populous Towns in theſe quarters,except four or five; beſides 
char, a great multitude of the Country people round about,was retired thither, 
ſothar their loſs in the Batre] was no whit perceived. Farther they were well fur- 
niſhed of all things, and it was the deep of Winter when we came before the 
Town, the weather was marve]lous foul], and the ground wondertul ſoft and 
miry. We on the other {ide were in great diſtreſs both of Vicuals and money, 
and our Army 1n a manner broken. Wherefore the De had no purpoſe to beſfiege 
che City, neither could he though he wovld,and it they had Rtaied the compoſi- 
tion but rwo days longer, he was tully reſolved to return home. Wherefore L 
may well conclude, that the great honor he obtained in this Voyage proceeded 
of the meer grace of God, contrary to mans expeRation : for he durſt hardly 
have craved at Gods hands the good ſucceſs he gave himzwhich great honor and 
goodly Viftory in the judgment of all vertuous and wiſe men hapned to him, 
tor the favour and mercy (hewed to the Hoſtages above mentioned. This I write 
becauſe borh Princes and others oftentimes find faulc as it were with them- 
ſelves, when they have a pleaſure or good turn to a man, ſaying, that they were 
accurſed when they did ir, and will beware hereafter how they pardon fo light- 
ly, how they beſtow anv ſuch benefit, or ſhew any ſuch favour to any man, all 
the which notwithſtanding, are things appercaining to their Duty and Office. 
Wherefore in mine opinion this is evil ſpoken, and proceederh of a baſe and ab- 
jet mind : for a Pcince or any other man that never was deceived, can be but a 
beaſt, becauſe he underſtanderh not the difference between good andevil. Pe- 
{1des thar, all men are not of one diſpoſition, and it is no reaſon for the nanghtt- 
neſs of one or two to ceaſe from doing good to a great number, when time and 
occaſion ſerveth. Notwithſtanding 1 wiſh Princes ro make good choice of thoſe 
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they benefit, for all men deſerve not alike. Bur meriinks it almoſt impoſſible 
for a wiſe man to be unthanktu), or unmindful of a good turn, and it Princes 
beſtow upon fools, they are worſe than mad, for they (hall perceive in the end 
that a fools acquaintance can ſtand them in no ſtead, Farther in mine optnion , 
this is the greateſt point of wiſdom in a Prince to have near about him wiſe and 
vertuous men : Pr himſelt ſhall be judged to be of the nature and diſpoſition 
of thoſe that ag moſt familiar with him. Wherefore to conclude this dil- 
courſe, merhig-we ought never to be weary of well doing : for one man a- 
lone, yea thaMeaneſt of thoſe we have pleaſured, may happily fo rcquite our 
friend(hip,Mar he ſhall recompence the ingratitude of a multitude, as appeared 
by theſe Hoſtages, the greateſt part whereof, were ingrate and unthanktul, bur 
ſome of them acknowledged and requited the benefit received : for by the only 
means of five or fix of them, rhis enterpriſe was atchieved, which turned fo 
greatly to the Duke of Burg undies honor and profit. 


CHAP. IV. 


How the D.of Burgundy made hu entry into the City of Liege,and how the Citizens 
of Gaunt where he had been evil intreated before, humbled themſelves unto him. 


T H E next day after the gates were yeilded, th: Duke entred the Town 


in great triumph * for a breach was made 1n the wall for his entry 
twenty fathoms long, and the Town ditch all rhe length of the breach 
filled up even with the ground : with him entred on foot rwo thouſand men of 
arms armed at all pieces, and two thouſand Archers, yet notwithſtanding the 
force in his Camp was marvellous great, The Duke himſelf entred on horſe- 
back, accompanied with all his houſhold ſervants, and the nobleſt men in his 
Army, clad and apparelled the moſt ſumptuovſly that might be : and in this 
eſtate rode he through the Town, and lighted at tie great Church. To be ſhort, 
he abode there certain days, and put to death: five or fix more of his Hoſtages 
that hid broken promiſe, and with them the Town Meflenger whom he hated 
extreamly : he eſtabliſhed certain new Laws and Cuſtoms, and commanded a 
great ſum of money to be Levied in the City, which he ſaid was forfeited to 
him for the Treaties and Compotlitiors broken the year betore, ' Farther,he car- 
ried away all their Artillery and Armor, and raſed all their gates and walls. 
This done he returned into his own Country where he was honorably and 
dutifully received,eſpecially of the Citizens of Gaunt,who before his Voyage to 
Liege had after a fort Rebelled againſt him with certain other Towns, but now 
they received him as a Conqueror with ſo great lowlineſs and humility,that cer- 
rain of the belt Cicizens came on foot ro him as far as Braxels, bringing with 
them all the Banners of the Town, which they did for this cauſe : Immediately 
airer his Fathers death, he choſe the City of Gauzt for the firſt Town he would 
make his entry into: for ſuppoſing that to be the Town where he was beſt þelo- 
ved, and therefore looking tor all duty and obedience ar their hands : he hoped 
alſo by that means to find the like in all other Towns of his Dominions, afſu- 
ring himſelf that they would all follow the example of this, which his opinion 
.prov'd true as touching this latter point, But you ſhall underſtand that the next 
day after his entry, they came in arms upon the Market-place, bringing with 
them a Saint call'd Saint Zzeazn, with whoſe ſhrine they bear down a little houſe 
£211'd La Cneillette: where a Cuſtom of Corn was received for payment of cer- 
' tain debts the Town ought to D. Philip by the Treaty vi peace call'd the Treaty 
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Philip de Gommines. 
5* for two years they had been in Wars with him. To be ſhort, they 
bid "his Saint would paſs trough this houſe without ſtooping, and in a mo- 
beat down this houſe, which diſorder the Duke ſceing, went himſelt to 
the Market-place , a great number of Noble-men in arms offering to wait 
upon him as he paſſed through the Streets, which he refuſed, commanding them 
ro ſtay before the Town-houlſe, and attend him there» Notwithſtanding by 
little and little the throng of people forced them at length into the Marker 
place alſo, whither when the Duke came, he went up into a houſe to ſpeak to 
theſe Rebels, commanding them to take up the ſhrine and bear it into the 


ment 


Church,which ſome obediently did,but others cauſed ir to be laid down again, 


hen they preſented ſupplications to him againſt certain of the Town, touch- 
= o——_ of money, wherein he promiſed to do juſtice. But when he ſaw 
they would not depart, he returned to his lodging, and they abode in arms 
upon the Market-place the ſpace of eight days. The next morning they brought 
Articles to him, demanding the reſtitution of all their Sn that Duke 
Philip had raken from them by the Treaty of Gawres, of this one eſpecially, that 
every Company in the Town (being threeſcore and twelye in all) might have a 
Banner according to their ancient Cuſtom. The Duke ſeeing the danger he 
ſtood in, granted them all their demands, and all ſuch priviledges as they re- 
quired z which word was no ſooner paſſed him, bur they rear'd up all their Ban- 
ners upon the Market-place, being all ready made, whereby appeared that they 
would have had them perforce, it he had not-granted them. His opinion at his 
firſt entry-int o Gaxzt proved true, that all the other Towns would tollow their 
example: for indeed divers rebelled as the Town of Gawnr did, flew his Offi- 
cers, and committed divers other diſorders. Bur it he had believed his Fathers 
Proverb, That the (itizens of Gaunt love their Princes Son well, but their Prince 
ever ; he had not been deceived : and to ſay the truth, next to the Citizens of 
Liege theſe of Gaunt are the moſt inconſtant in the world,';Notwithſtapging, one 
good property they have among ſo many bad, that they never Jay hands upon 
their Princes Perſon *, beſides that, the beſt Burgeſſes qi-the Town. are very 
honeſt men, and much offended with the peoples infolency, __ | 
- The Duke was forc'd to digeſt and winkat all theſe Rebellions, fearing toen- 
ter into a double Var at.one-time with his own SubjeRs and the Ziepeow. Not- 
withſtanding his meaning was if he ſped well in his Voyage to Liege, to teach 
them their duty ar his return, as alſo it hapned,for as I have already made men- 
tion, they brought to him on foot to Braxels, all their: Banners, priviledges, and 
writings, as well thaſe they made him grant at his departure from Gaarr, as v- 


thers,all the which in a great Aſſembly held in the hall of Braxels, in the preſence 


of divers Ambaſſadors they preſented ta him, todo with them ar his pleaſure, 


bþ The French 
Corrector 
through un- 
skilfulneſs had 
corrupted this 
place, and 
ſomerimes cal- 
leth it La paix 
e Grand, and 
ſometimes no- 
thing, bur I 
have hear 
reſtored 1t out 
of Meyer and 
Annal. Bur- 
gund, This 
peace was 
concluded 3, 
Calend. Au- 
guſiz 1453. 
whereof read 
Annal. Bur- 
guzd. lib. 3. 
p4. 829. Meyer 
lib. 16.ſol.314s 
and others, 


c Yet the Ci- 
tizens of 
Gaunt anno 
1333, con- 
rained Lo4o- 
Vicus Npavernens- 
ſs Earl of 
Flanders to fly 
for the ſafety 
of his life into 
a Caſtle in 
Gaunt called 
Petra Comir:s, 
where they 


:alſo beſieged 


him. Again 
anno-1346, + 
they conſtrai- 
ned Lodovicyus 
Malcanus per- 
force to go 
with them to 


Then the Heralds of Arms by his commandment, took the ſaid Banners from ',,,,,, vane 


the ſtaves whereto they were faſtned,and.carried them to Bollein, a haven Town 
eight Leagues from Ca/z, where the other Banners yet remained that D. Philip 
bis Father took from them, when the Wars ended, wherein he vanquiſhed and 
ſubdued them. Farther the Dukes Chancellor took all their priviledges, and 
rent one of them concerning the EleRion of their Senate : for in all the other 
Towns of Flanders, the Prince every year chooſeth the Senate, and receiverh 
their accounts, bur by this priviledge he might chooſe bur four in Gaunt, and 
the relt being cwo and rwenty, themſelves chooſe: when the Senators of the 


againſt his 
will to give 
his faith to 
J/abel Daugh- 
ter to King 
Edward the 
third : they. 
fet a Guar 
allo abour his 
Perſon, bur he 
eſcaped and 


Towns are triends and faithful SubjeRts ro their Prince, he liverh that year in fled inco 
peace, and they willingly grant him all his demands : bur if they be otherwiſe, 79% 32%, 


commonly 
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commonly ſome Rebellion hapneth.. Laſtly, the Citizens of Gaunt pay'djthe - 


Duke thirty thouſand Gildons and ſix thouſand to his principal Servants, and 
baniſhed certain out of their Town,bur all their other priviledges were reftored 


them, the reſt of the Towns bought alfo their peace with money, for they had 


attempted no great matter againſt the Duke. | 

By this example a man may perceive how great good enſueth Vidory ina 
Batte), and how many inconveniences the overthrow, Wherefore a Prince 
ought to beware how he hazard his eſtate upon a day unleſs neceſſity force him 
thereunto : and if that happen, then mult he berhink himſelf before the hour of 
all doubts and dangers that may be imagined. For thoſe that fear a matter 
commonly provide well for ir, and have oftner good ſucceſs than they rhar 
proceed with a careleſs contempt : unleſs God be fully reſolved re ſtrike the 
firoke, againſt whom mans wiſdom cannot prevail. Which points ſufficiently 
proved by the example of theſe Zizgeois above mentioned, who had been ex- 
communicated the ſpace of five years for their variance with their Biſhop, 
whereof notwithſtanding they made no account, bur continued {till in their 
folly and naughtineſs , moved thereunto only through wealth and pride.. 
Wherefore King Lewis was wont to-ſay, that when pride rideth before, ſhame 
and damage follow aftet, '(a very wiſe ſaying in mine opinion ) and ſure for 
his part he was free from that vice, | 


” IJ C H A P, V. | 

How the King ſeeing what had happened to the Liegeois, made war in Britain 

apon the Duke of \Burgundies Confederates , and how they twome t and com- 
muned together at Peronnes | 


Heſe troubles being thus ended, the Duke went to Gaurt where he was 
received with great Pomp and Triumph, for he entred in arms, and the 
Citizens made 4 Poſtern into the'fie]ds, by the which he pur men in 

and out at his pleaſute * many meſſengers ran berween him and the King, and: 
likewiſe between theD. of Brirain and him, and thus paſſed this Winter. The 
King travelled continually with che Duke of Burgundy to ſuffer him to invade 


_ Britain at his pleaſure, ' making him divers offers in confideration thereof : 


whereunto the Duke would not condeſcend, for the which cauſe partly, and 


partly for the overthrow given to the Lzegeois his Confederates, the Kings diſ- 


pleaſure was ſo kindled that longer he would nor forbear, butin the very be- 
ginning of Summer entred into Bri#aiz, at the leaſt his Forces for him, and rook 
two ſmall Caſtles, the oe called Chantoſſe, the other Anſeny, whereof the Duke 
of Burgundy was incontinent advertiſed, and earneſtly prefled by the Dukes of 
Normandy atid Britain with all ſpeed to Levy his Army for their Ayd, where- 
upon he wrote to the King,humbly beſeeching him to relinquiſh his enterpriſes 


' ſeeing theſe two Dukes were compretended in the Truce as his Confederates, 


bur receiving ſuch anſwer as liked him not, he encamped with grear force near 
to Peronne, The Kings Army was ſtill in Bri#azy, bur the Court lay ar Compicg nes 


- from whence the King ſent Cardinal Bazue to the Duke within three days after 
- + "his arrival at Peroze , who ſtaicd not long with him, but made certain over- 


rures of peace, advertiſing him alſo' that- they in Britain could make their 
compoſition well enough without him,. for the Kings drift was to fever them. 


The Cardinal was honorably received, well feaſted, and ſoon diſpatched , 
- and returned with this anſwer, that the Duke was not come forth into the fie1d 


ro offend the King in any reſpeR, bur only ro ſuccour his Confederates : ſo the 
mcſlages 
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meſſages that paſſed between them were very courteous on both ſides, . 

Immediately after the Cardinals departure, a Herald called Bretagne arrived 
ar the Duke of Burgundy's Camp with Letters from the Dukes of Norma)dy and 
Britain, wherein they advertiſed him that they had made Peace with the King, 
and renounced al! Leagues and Cenfederacies, and namely their League with 
him, and farther that the Duke of Normandy had ſurrendred Normandy (lately 
given him for his Parcage) to the King,and ſhould receive in recompence there- 
of, and of all other Partages the yearly revenues of three ſcore thouſand Franks, 
which conditions (though never ſo unreaſonable) neceflity forced the Lord 


| Charles of Frapce to accept. The Duke of Burgundy was wonderfully abaſhed ar 


theſe news : for he had put himſelf into the field only to aid the ſaid Dukes, 
Andſurs the Herald was in great danger,for becauſe he paſſed by the Court,the 
Duke ſuſpected thar the King had forged theſe Letters, notwithſtanding he 
received immediately after, the like advertiſement from other places. The King 
thought now his Enterpriſe half atchieved,and that he ſhould eaſily perſuade the 
Duke of Burgundy to torſake theſe two Dukes, as they had him: whereupon 
ſecret meſſengers ran between them, and the King gave the Duke fix {core thou- 
ſand crowns, whereof he paid the one half preſently the better to content the (aid 
Duke,who had conſumed great ſums in levying this Army. Farther, the Duke 
ſent ro the King a Groom of his Chamber very near abour him, named Fobr 
Pobrifſet, whereupon the King conceived great hope of hisEnterpriſe,and ſeemed 
deſirous ro commune with the Duke in perſon,truſting to obrain of him all thar 
he required, both becauſe of the ewo foreſaid Dukes ingratitude towards him, 
and alſo becaule of the great ſum of mony he had given him. Wherefore he 
advertiſed the Duke of certain matters by the ſaid Yobriſſet, and ſent back with 
him Cardinal Bale and Maſter Taxneguy du Chaſftell Governor of Rouſſillon,who 
gave the Duke to underſtand by their words, that the King deſired greatly that 
they rewo might commune together in perſon; 

They found the Duke at Peronne who ſeemed to have np great devotion to this 
meeting, becauſe the Ziegeois made ſhew as though they would rebel anew, be- 
ing ſolicited thercunto by two Ambaſladors ſent thither by the King for thar 
purpoſe, betore the Truce was made which he and the Duke concluded, for 
certain days between them and their Confederats. Bur Cardinal Balze and the 
other Ambaſladors pur this doubt out of his head, alleaging that the Liegeois 
durſt attempt no ſuch thing, conſidering he had vanquiſhed them, and raſed 
their walls but the year betore : and farther, if they had any ſuch defire, yer 
when they ſhould ſee this amity berween him and the King, they would ſoon 
alter their minds. Thus in the end it was concluded that the King ſhould come 
to Perowne (ceing it pleaſed him ſo to do, and the Duke ſent him a Letter writen 


with his own han, containing ſufficient ſurery to come and go at his pleaſures. 


And thus departed theAmbaſladors,and returned to the King being then at Noy* 
0n, But the Duke minding to make all ſure in the country of Lzege, ſent thither 
their Biſhop for whoſe quarrel all the wars above mentioned firſt begans and in 
his company the Lord of Hymbercourt ( the Dukes Lieutenant in thoſe parts ) 
with certain bands of men, | 

You have heard how it was concluded that the King ſhould come to Perowne, 
according to which determination thither he came without his Guard, for his 
pleaſure was wholly to pur himſelf under the guard and ſurity of the- Duke, and 
that Monficur de (ordes (who then ſerved the Duke) ſhould convey him thithex 
with the faid Dukes Archers ; which was done accordingly. The Kings train 
| F 2 | was 
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was very ſmall, notwithſtanding he came accompanied with divers noble Perlo, 
nages, namely, the Duke of Bourbon, the Cardinal his Brother, and the Earl of 
S. 'Paul Conſtable of France, who had not buſted himſelf about this meeting 
bur much miſliked it. For he was now grown proud and high minded, and 
behaved not himſelf ro the Duke of Burgundy with ſuch lowlineſs and humility 
as he 'was accuſtomed: wherefore there was no good will between them 
ewaine Thither came alſo Cardinal Balxe, the Governor of Rouſſillon, and divers 
others. And when the King drew near to Peronne, the Duke with a goodly 
erain iflued forth to receive him, and brought him into the rown,and lodged him 


OY 


in agoodly houſe near to the Caſtle being the Receivers, for the Caſtle was a 
little old thing nought worth. | 

War between two great Princes is eafily begun but hardly ended, becauſe of a 
number of accidents depending thereupon : tor each party diſpatcheth Meflen- 
gers to and fro to hurt his enimy, which ſuddenly cannot be coumermanded 
nor revoked, as appeared by theſe two Princes, who concluded this meeting 
upon a ſudden, not advertiſing their Servants thereof, who were far from them 
executing the charge their Maſters had given them. For you (hall underſtand 
tharthe Duke had ſent for his Army into Burgundy, being repleniſhed at that 
time with a number of Noblemen, among the which were the Lord of iBreſſe, 
and his two brethren the Biſhop of Gezeva, and the Earl of Romont, all three 
ſons to the Duke of Savey: for the Savoyans and Burgundians have ever 
born great affeRtion each to other. In this Army were alſo certain Alwains 
borderers upon Savoy and the County of Burgundy, Now you ſhall under- 
ſtand char the King in cimes paſt had held the Lord of Breſſe in priſon, becaule of 
two Knights he commanded to be {lain in Savoy, wherctore there was no good 
will between them two. In this Army were alſo the Lord of Uzſe,Maſter of the 
Horſe afcerward to King Charles, Maſter Poncet of Riviere, and the Lord of Zan, 
whom the King atte: Pecial zo02d liking of him had alſo hcld long in priſon, 
bur he eſcaped and fled into Burgundy, All this company above-mentioned 
arrived near to Peron. even at the very inſtant that the King came thither, 
and the Lord of Breſſe with the three above-mentioned, every one of them wea- 
ring the S. Azdrew's Crois cnired the town, ſuppoſing they had come time 
enough to accompany the Duke when he ſhould go to receive rhe King, bur 
becaule they came too late chey went ſtraight ro the Dukes Chambcr ro do their 
dutyto him, where the Lord of Breſſe humbly beſought him thar the three 
above-named, notwich{tanding the Kings coming, might be there under his 
ſateguard and proteQiion, as he promiſed them in Burgandy ar their firſt arrival 
into his dominions, adding that they were ready to ſerve him againſt all men 
none excepted : which requeſt rhe Duke granted with his own mouth, and for 
their good will thanked them, The reſt of this Army ( led by the Marſhal of 
Burgunay) ladged without the town as they were appointed. The ſaid Marſhal 
hated the King no leſs than the others above-named, becauſe of Pinala town in 
Zorraix which the King had once given him, and afterward raken from him to 
beſtow upon Fohn Duke of Calabria ſo often mentioned in this Hiſtorie, The 
King being forthwith advertiſed of theſe Noble-mens arrival, and the Apparel 
they ware, * fell ſuddenly into great fear,and fent to the Duke deſiring him that 
he might lodge in the Caſtle, becauſe all theſe above-named were his enemies. 
The Duke rejoyced to ſee him in ſuch fear, and cauſed his Lodging to be made 
there, willing him to be of good chear and doubt nothing. 
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great falſhood and treaſon ,uſed in times paſt at ſuch Interviews, and of divers 
Thar have ſtaicd as priſoners, and ſlain thoſe that have conie to them under their pave numbers 


ficient to inſtru a number, how to look tot 
have ſeen. ſome experience in, the world, having been. by the ſpace of eighteen his father in 


men about them, as ſtudy only to flatter them,and ſooth them in all their doings 2 


Philip de Commines:; v3 
F. CH AP. VI. | 
* diſcourſe wherein is declared how greatly learning eſpecially in biſories profiteth 
Princes and noble men. 
TT is great folly for one Prince to put himſelf under.the power of another, 
|| eſpecially wheu they are in war rogether, as thoſe Princes well know that 


have ſtudied hiſtories in. their youth, wherein they find divers examples of | 
# Of treaſon - 
in Treaty we « 


ſurety *. I ſay not that all have uſed ſo ro do, bur the-example of one is ſuf- of examples. 
| hemlelves, My ſelf for my part x oj 


q ir ' : . law Bocchus, . 
years and berterz employed continually in Princes ſervices, and privy all that ere 


while ro the weightielt and ſecrereſt affairs that have paſſed in this Realm, or the tothe x0- 


:Couuntrys bordering upon. it, and ſure in mine opinion the beſt way to learn 741%. Ser- 


torius Nain 


wildom is.to read ancient hiſtories, which will teach us by ey of. OUT a+ a banquet 


Anceſtors,wiſely to behave our ſelves, ſafely to defend our fc lves, and adviſedly by Prpemna. 
x0, attempt any enterprife. _ For our life is ſo, ſhort that experience cannot ſut- = Rm 


ficiently inftru& us, confidering withal that gur years are abridged, and neither rreaton of 


ur lives ſo long, vor our bodies ſo ſtrong, as were our Anceſtors in.ages paſt : Hingiſt ro 


W | foi ; : ', Vortiger, Tn 
wich way as we are weakened, ſo is our faith alſo each to other much dimi- 5:15, we 


nithed *, in ſuch ſort, that 1 know not how one may aſſure himſclt of another, amy _ 
b- Irs - : , , iam Earl 0 
eſpecially great Princes, who are commonly inclined to all wilfulneſs, withour Panelaſs lain | 


any regard of reaſon, and (which is worſt of all ) have for the moſt part ſuch by Zames King 
Scots 1n 


rag "te" i WIL obs: T » 3 
be they good or bad, and it fome one endevour himſclf to redreſs this incon- RR —M 
venience, all thercſt, will ftraight be upon his top. + WE . Earl of 


Farther I muſt needs blame ignorant and unlearned Princes in this reſpe al- $2997 


Go, they have all pry rm; nora them great Clerks and Lawyers, as it is re- Treaty by 0- 
quifite they ſhould if they be good, bur if they be otherwiſe,they arc the danger- xg 
ouſelt people in the world to be about a Prince, for they have ever a laiy or an Angiar ain 
hiſtory at their firgers ends, which be it never ſo good they writhe and wrelk in Þy Albertus 
{uch ſorc;thar they will make black white, 8 white black. But thoſePrinces thar _—— 
be wiſe and have readas well as they,will nor ſuffer themſelves to be abuſed by Flanders nor- 
them,neicher dare they be ſo hardy as to report untruths to ſych Princes. Farther \Mſtanding 


on 


think you that God hath eſtabliſhed the office of a King or Prince, to be execu- condutt. In 


ted by ſuch beaſts as glory in ſaying : I am no ſcholar, I truſt my Councel wel nd pane 


enough, and refer all matters to them, and ſo without farther anſwer depart ro pundy lain 

KS EE £3 ge) | by Charles the 
ſeventh. i!/7am Duke of Norhandy by Arnulph Earl of Flanders, Lewis Ring of France taken priſoher by the © Ee and; 
Danes at Roar. Foby Duke of Britazn taken ar a banquet and 1mpriſoned by Margaret Countefs of Ponttherz. Guido Earl of 
Flanders twice taken priſoner under fafe condutt by Phil:p le Bel Ring of France. Charles the ſf1mple ſlain by the Earl of 
Fermandois. What ſhould I ſpeak of the treaſons of Ferrande and Alforſe Ring of Naples,or ofChriſtizrn King ofDenmark, with 
numbers of others recorded in hiſtories as our author here very truly reporteth. >Others be of a contrary opinion, that our 
life is as long as Jn Dgv/ds time appeareth by the go. Pſalm, where he ſheweth the uſual age of man in his time to have 
been ſeventy and ſometimes eighty yeafs which men reach to at this day alſo, and if mans life be as long now as then, 
It is a good conſ:quent that his body is as ſtrong; as is to be proved by many reaſons 00 long to reherfe. Now that our 
faith 1s as good as theirs was 1n.ages paſt, appegreth.alſo by the ancient hiſtories, for if this be a cruc ſaying, Regis ad-£x- 
emplum.totus componitur orbis. And the Princes 1n times paſt were ſo evil as none could be worſe, hs who lo liſt ro read 
without partiality ſhall he forced to confeſs.) I ſee noteaſon thar the world ſh6ild be: werfe now than in times paſt, al- 
though it ſeem fo to many, becauſe we ſee the worſt.of our own age, yea and feel top many times, but commonly-the 
hiſtories deliver ta us but the beſt gf times paſt, and bury the worſt, and though they did, yet the evil ſeen with our cyc 
15 more lively 1mprinted 1h our mind, .than the evil we conceive by our care, which is the cauſe men ever think better 
of the timcs paſt than the preſent eſtate, - 


F 2 their 
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their ſports and paſtimes > No, no, if they had been well traived up in their 
youth, they would uſe other language, and ſeek ro be eſteemed for their own 
vertues and worthineſs. I (ay nor that all Princes are ſerved by evil conditioned 
perſons, bur ſure themoſt part of thoſe thar 1 have- ſcen have nor alway had 
their Courts free from ſuch, although ſome Princes I confeſs I have known that 
in time of neceſſity could make choiſe of - their men, and ule the ſervice of the 
beſt and wiſeſt, VWherin ſure the King our Maſter far paſſed all the Princesvf 
his time, for never Prince advanced fo highly, not made ſogreat account.of wile 
_ and worthy menas he did. He was himſelt reaſonably well learned, © he was 
LE _ # very inquiſitive and deſirous to underſtand of all matters, and had an excellent 
were learned, Wit, which paſſeth all learning obreined by ſtudy : for as reacing profiteth wwo 
he would BaV® manner of waies, the one by acquaiting us with ages paſt : and the other by | 
learn-only - teaching us more in a book in three months, than rWenty men living ſucceſſively 
this leflon, can learn by experience : | ſo if a mar Jack wit to put that which he readeth in 
ork god pracice,his reading ſerveth to no purpoſe. Wherefore ro end this diſcourſe, me | 
regnare. ; © think the greateſt plague that God can Jay upon a Realm, is to Five chem anun- © 
_ wiſe Prince; the root and fountair'of all miſchief : tor firſt divifion and civfl © | 
... wars arfſe thereof among his ſubjeRs, becauſe he giveth his authotiry to others, : 
which eſptctally above'al} things heought to reſerve to himſelf. - After diviſion 
enſueth famine- and'mottality, and all other evils that accompany the wars, 
wherefore hereby we may conſider how much a Princes ſubjeRs ought to 
lament, when they ſee his children wantonly brought up, and governed by evil 
conditioned perſons. +? of ve 
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CHAP. V11; 


How and for what cauſe the King was ſtaied and held priſoner in the (aftel of Peronne 
by the Duke of Burgundies commanamente 


'L 


Y” have heard how the King and this Army of Burgundy arrived ar Pe- 


r7onne both in one inſtant, for the Duke could not countermand them in 

time, becauſe they were well forward upon the way when the Kings 

coming was firſt communed of, Their arrival troubled the feaſt, becauſe of di- 
vers icaſouſies that ſprang thereof. Notwithſtanding theſe two Princes appointed 
certain of their ſervants to negotiate together about their affaires,in moſt loving 
and friendly ſort. Bur after three or four days conference, theſe ſtrange newes 
came from Ziege which I will now rehearſe. The King coming to Peronne 
had clean forgotten his two Ambaſſadors ſent to Ziege to ſollicite them to 
rebell againſt the Duke, who ſo diligently executed their charge, that before'the 
Kings arrivall at Peropne, the Liegeois had levied great force and were gone to 
ſurpriſe the Town of Toxgres, where the Biſhop of Ziegge and the Lord of 
Hymberconrt lodged, accompanied with two thouſand men and better : and 
the ſaid Biſhop and Hymbercourt they took with certain other of the 
Biſhops familiar friends; - bur few they flew, neither was the number of 
priſoners great : the reft fled as men diſcomfited, leaving bag and baggage 
behind them. This done the Liegeois returned towards their City not 
far diſtant from Toxgres: and upon the way thitherward the Lord of 
Hymbercourt compounded for his ranſome with a knight called Maſter wit- 
liam ae Ville, named by the French Zz Saunage, who fearing leaſt this furious 
people ſhould kill him,ſuffered him to depart upon his word : rewmge rot 
| anding 
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ſtanding he never challenged, for ſoon after bimſelf was faire The peoplere- 
joiced much for 'the raking of their Biſhop. Farther you ſhall underſtand char 
they hared extreamly cercaim Chanons of the Church raken priſoners that day : 
of whom for the firſt repaſt they ſlew five or fx, one of the which was named 
Maſter Robert,:the Biſhops ſpectall triend, whom my elf have otren:feen- armed 
at all pieces waiting upon his Maſter, for ſuch is the manner of the Alemaigne 
Prelates. * The ſaid Maſter Robert they flew in the Biſhops preſence, and hewed 
him into a number of ſmall gobbers which they threw one at azorter in derift- 
on, To be ſhort, before their return to Liege which was bur eight leagues trom 
Toxgres, they flew (ixteen Chanons and others all in a manner the Biſhops ſer- 
vants. This done,they received advertiſement that the Freaty berween the King 
and theDuke was already begun, wherefore they difmifſed certain Biirgundians, 
ſuppoſing to excule their faulr, by ſeeming to have attempted nothing' againſt 
the Duke, but only againſt their Biſhop, whom they led prifoner inco'the Cry. 
Thoſe thar eſcaped pur all the- Connry in an uprore 48 they went, by means 
whereof this newes came ſoon to tie Duke: fome ſaid all were flfin, others 
the contrary, for ſuch advertiſements are never reported after one ſort.” Ar the 


length certain arrived that ſaiv theſe Chanons ſlain, who ſuppoſing the Biſhop 


and Hymberconrt to be of the number,avowed conſtantly thar all were mtrrthered 
and farther, that they ſaw the Kings Ambaſſadors in the company, whom alſo 
they named. All this was told the Duke, who forthwith believed ir, and fc] 
into an extream fury _—_— che King was come thither to abuſe him, and 
gave commandement to ſhut the'gates of the Caſtel and the Town, ſpreading 
a fond rumor thar he did ir, becauſe of a budget with jewels and mony rhar was 
loſt, The King (ceing himſelf ſhut into this little Caſteh,and a number of Archers 
before the gate : ſtood in a great doubt of his perſon, the rather becauſe he 
Jodged hard by a great Tower, inthe which an Earl of Fernandois had in times 
palt cauſed a King of France one of his predeceflors ro beflain* .' I was yer in 
ſervice with the Duke, and one of his privie chamber, into the which I entred 
at my pleaſure, according to the uſe of this houſe of Burgundy. The Duke 
when theTown gates were (hut, commanded all men to void his chamber, and 
ſaid to two or three of us that tarried with him, that notwithſtanding he for his 
part had never any traſt in this meeting, bur agreed to. ir only to content the 
King : yer the King on the countrary fide was come thicher purpoſely ro abuſe 
him. Then-rehearſed he all theſe newes of Ziege, how the King had ordered the 
matter by his Ambaſſadors and cauſed all his men to be ſlain: and ſuch a'rage he 
was in againſt the King, and fo threatned him, that 1' thinke verily if thoſe to 
whom he ſpake had preſſed forward the matter, and counſelled him to work the 
King ſome miſchief, he would have done it; at the leaft have impriſonedhim in 
the great Tower above mentioned. None were preſent when theſe words paſſed 
the Duke, bur my ſelf and two Grooms of his chamber; 'one of the which was 
named (harles of Yifin born at Dijon, an honeſt gentleman and in good credit 
with his Maſter. Ve exaſperated not the matter bur ſought to appeaſe theDuke 
as much as in us lay, notwithſtanding ſoon'after he uſed the like ſpeech to 0- 
rhers,by means whereof it was blown alf over theTown,aiid came at length into 
the Kings chamber,who was in marvellous fear,as univerfally all men were, be- 
cauſe of the greatevils they ſaw like to enſue a quarrel begun between two ſo 
grear Princes, who ſure were bothblame worthy, for tha they advertiſed not 
their ſervants of this mecting, who were far from them executing their com-' 


mandments, whereby ſome great inconvenience was ſure to enſue. 
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2Thcſe were 


Chanons of 


S. Lambert 

in Liee2, the 
which were 
not forced to ' 
be prieſts, but 


' might come 


forth and 
marry 1f they 
had nor ſung 
maſle. Guzcczs 
b This Earl 
of Vermandois 
was named 
Hebart or 
Herbart, & 
the King of 


France Charles: © 


leSimple,vhom 
this Hebart 
ſlne in the 
tower here 
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Anno. 926. or 
after Adnnal. 
B4rgind. G2ls 
bec:nſe the : 
King had ſlain 
1n batrel-&9- 
bert Duke of 
Aquitazne, Or 
after ſome of 
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had married 
this Hebarts 
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here pa 34M 
tal;onts upon 
the King, for 
as he was ſtat- 
ed here not- 
withſtanding 
the Duxes 

fafe condudt 7: 


fo had he him- 


ſelf taken & 


1mpriſoned 
by the ſpace- 
of two years 


Philip Lord 


of Breſſe, ha- 
ving called 
him to him 
under his 
ſafe con 
dudt. Myr 
Ot the'Lord 
of Brefſes-11n- 
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CHAP. VII. 


A diſcourſe wherein is ſhewed, that an enterview betweeen two great Prins for 
Treaty of their affairs hurteth more than proſuteth. 


T is great folly for two Princes being in manner of equal force and eſtate 

ro meer togecher, unlefs ir be in their youth when their minds are wholly 

{cr upon pleaſure and paſtimes, but a'ter chey are come to mans eſtate, and 
grown delirous ro encroch each vpon otl er, {uch Interviews do but increaſe 
their hatred and evil will, though happily t! ct: perſons might be there in ſatety, 
which notwithſtanding I hold almoit a thing impoſſible. Wherefore it is bet= 
ter to pacifie will controverſies by wife and difcreet men, as before 1 have ſaid 2 
for proof whereof I all rehearſe certain cxan:ples that have happened in my 
time, ſome ot the which my ſelf have ſeen, and of tie reſt have been credibly 
informed. | Toa 
A few years afier King Lewis his coronation before the war called the 
WEarL PuzLI1CKk began, a folemn meeting was appointed berween him 
and rhe King ot Caftile, * who are the two neareſt contederated Princes in 
Ch:rittendom, for their leagve is berween King and King, Realm and Realm; 
and man and man of their ſubjeAs, which allo they are both bound under grear 
curſes to keep and obſerve inviolable. To this meeting came HenryKing of Caſtile 
with a goodly train to Fertarabia, and the King our Maſter to S. Fohn de Luz 
four leagues diſtant, both of chem being upon the Frontires of their Dominions. 
I was not preſent my ſelf art this meeting, but 1 have heard both the King and 
the Lord of Lau make report thereof, and have been informed of it alſo by 
certain Lords of Caſtile there preſent with the King their Maſter, who came to 
this Interview accompanied with the Lord great Maſter of S. /zes, and the 
Archbiſhop_of Toledo which two bare all the ſway in Caſtile at that time, the 
Earl of Zodeſwe the King of Caftiles Minion was there alſo in great bravery, and 
all the ſaid Kings Guard, being to the number of three hundred horſe, all 
Moors of Granado and ſome of them Negroes. But King Henry himſelf was a 
man of ſo ſmall underſtanding, that he gave away all his inheritance, at the leaſt 
ſuffered every man that would to ſpoil him of it : our King was alſo accom- 
anied! with a goodly Train, as you know his manner was, but his Guard e- 
pectally was brave and in very good order. To this meeting came in like man- 
ner the Queen of Arr4707 about a controverſie berween her and the King of 
Caſtile, for Eftelle and certain other places in Navarre: whereot the King was 
made Arbitrator, But now for proof that ſuch Interviews between great Prin- 
ces are not meet nor convenient, you ſhall underſtand that theſe two Kings had 
never been at variance, there was no quarrel between them, neither ſaw they 
one another paſt once or twice upon a River (ide that parts both their Realms, 
» hard by a little Caſtel called Hewrrebiſe, where the King of Caſtile paſſed to the 
hither ſide of the River. Ar their firſt meeting they had no great liking one of a- 
nother, eſpecially our King,who perceived the King of Caſtile to be bur a ſimple 
man doing nothing of himſelf, but wholly governed by the great Maſter of 
S. J«mes and the Archbiſhop of Toledo above mentioned. Wherefore he 
made no account of thcir Maſter but ſought their friendſhip, whereupon they 


came to him to S, Fohn de nx where he entred into amity with them, and 
| | had 
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had great intelligence by their means. The greateſt part of both theſe Princes 
trains lay at Bayonne, and at the very firſt meeting fell together by the ears, 
notwithſtanding their League : and no marvel], For their manners and a 
differed. Afterward the Earl of Zodeſme came alſo to viſit the King, and pafled 
the River in a Boar, the ſail whereof was cloth of Gold, Farther he ware a pair 
of buskins embroidred thick with ſtone,for he was aPrince of great Wealth and 
Revenues in {aſtile,and created fince Duke of Albourg. In the end theſe two 
Confederate Nations began to ſcoff and jeſt each at other, the King of Caſtile was 
deformed, and the French miſl:ked his appare], wherefore they derided him. 
Our King ware his apparel very ſhorr,and marvellous uncomely, and was clad 
ſometime in very coarſe cloth, beſides that he ware an old har,differing from all 
the reſt of his Company, and an Image of Lead upon it, whereat the Cafts/ians 
jeſted, ſaying that this proceeded of Miſery. Thus ended this Interview with | 
ſuch ſcoffs and raunts, thar afterward theſe two Princes never loved together. 
Farther great diflenſion aroſe among the King of Caftiles ſervants, which con- 
tinued till his death and long after,in ſuch ſort that I have ſeen him the pooreſt 
Prince that ever reigned, and abandoned of all his ſervants and ſubje&s. The 
Qucen of Arragon departed allo diſcontented,tor the King pronounced ſentence 
for the King of Caſtile, Whercfore both the King of Arragon her husband and ſhe 
hated him evet after- And notwithſtanding that they uſed his help a while in 
their neceſſity againlt the Town of Barcelonne,yet endured not their Friendſhip; 
but Wars aroſe between them, which continued above ſixteen years, and the 
controverſie remainerh yet undecided. Now to proceed to other examples. 

Duke (harles of Burganaj (ince the time above-mentioned, by his own great 
ſure and ſolicitation, mer wich the Emperor Frederick now reigning, at Treves*, © The meeting 
where the Duke made preat preparation to ſhew his pomp and magnificency. _ 
The Emperor and he treated there of many matters, and among the reſt,of their the Duke was 
childrens marriage, which was afterward accompliſhed. Bur when they had ih 2mſter 
been rogether a certain ſpace, the Emperor to the Dukes great reproch and rod 
diſhonour departed without Jeave taking, wherefore they never loved after, 4% 2472. 
neither themſelves nor rheir ſubjets. The Almains diſdained the Dukes pomp — mpg 
and lofty manner of ſpeecn, ſaying that ir proceeded of pride, the Burgundians _ 
on the contrary (ide deſpiſed the Emperors ſmall Train, and fimple attire. To 
be ſhort, this jar grew ſo great that the Wars of N«z ſprang thereof, 

I was allo at ot. Paul in £4rtois when the Duke of Burg anay and King Edward 
of England met there * The Duke had married his Siſter, they were compani- 4 Whar year 
ons of one order,and abode there together two daies. The Kings ſervants were —_—_— 
divided into two tations, and both the parties complained to the Duke, who nnd 4 
enclining more to the one than the other, encreaſed their hatred, and notwith- Duke was ar 
ſtanding thar,he aided the King for the recovery of his Realm, (our of the which ty 
he was chaſed by the Earl of Warwick) and furniſhed him both of men, mony, ward ib. 3. 
and ſhips : yet after this meeting, they never loved together, neirher could af- * 
ford each other a good word. 

I was likewiſe at Braxels when the Palſerave of the Rhine came thither ro 
the Duke of Burgundy, where he was honorably received; ſumpruouſly feaſted, 
and lodged in a chamber richly furniſhed. The Dukes men reported the 4/- 
mains to be flovens, and void of civility , alledging that they threw their 
miry boots upon theſe rich and ſtately beds, wherefore ever after they 
made leſs account of them, than before they knew them. The Almains on the 


contrary fide like envious perſons miſliked this grear pomp. To conclude, 


after 


58 T he Second Book of © 


aſter this they never loved together, neither ſought to plcaſure one another, 
. Ifawalſothe meeting of the Duke of Burgundy, and Duke Sigiſmund of Au- 
firich*, who ſold unto the ſaid Duke the County of Fere tre, bordering upon 
COTS the County of Bargwanady for a hundred thouſand gildons, not being able tro des» 
the Duke a- fendit againſt the Switzers, Theſe two Princes liked not greatly one another. 
or As Afterward alſo Duke Sigiſmund made peace with the Switzers, and took again 
mer conn-1465* rhe ſaid County of Fererte without paying back the mony, whereot enſued in- 
thouſand = finite harms to the Duke of Burgundy. At the (clt ſame time alſo came the Earl 


= > yon 4" of Warwick tothe Duke, who after their mceting were mortal enemies each to 
bur Mezer Other. | | 
faith Am TI was alſo preſent at the interview berwcen the King our Maſter, and King 


£65” ehouſand Eaward of England at Picquigny*, near to Amiens, whereof I will make mention 
+ yan imp hereafter more at large. All that they did chere was but mere diſſimulation, 
5. thoufang for they performed no whit of that they promiſed. And notwithſtanding, that 
gildons. they were never after in war together (becaule the ſea ſevered them) yer perfect 
# v5 cow freindſhip was there none between them. Wherefore to conclude this Diſ- 
at Picquigyy Courſe, methink that two great Princes minding to continue in amity, oughr 
look 1/5. 4 never to meet together. The occaſions of troubles that ariſc at ſuch afſemblies 
are theſe,their Servan:s can not refrain from talking of marters paſt, and words 
will eafily be raken inevil part. Secoridarily, it is unpoſſible but that the Train 
of the one ſhould be in better order than the other, whereof Scoffs ariſe, which 
they thar are ſcofted ſtomack. Thirdly, if they be ewo Nations, their Language 
and Apparel differ, and-that that pleaſcth the one diſpleaſerth the other, Laſt of 
all, it commonly hapneth that the Perfonage of the one Prince is comlier and 
berter to be liked than the other : VVherefore he is praiſed, and rejoyceth and 
glorieth to hear his own commendation, which cannot be without the diſpraiſe 
of the other, And notwithſtanding that three or four days peradventure after the 
Aflembly ended, theſe matters be communed of cloſely and covertly in mens 
ears: yet by uſe they fall in time in open talk at dinners and ſuppers, and fo are 
reported to both the Partics, for few things in this world can be concealed, e- 
ſpecially rales and reports. Thus you have beard the Reaſons and Examples that 


my ſclf have ſeen touching this point. 


CHAP. IX, 


How the King to deliver himſelf out of the Caſile of Peronne, renounced his League 


with the Liegeois. 
N Peronne, as you have heard, the Gates remained ſhut with warch and 

ward before them two or three days, all. the which time the Duke 
ſaw not the King, neither entred any French man into the Caſtle bur by the 
Wicker, and but few after that ſort, potwithftanding none of the Kings Servants 
were forbidden to repair to him,bur few or none of theDukes went to commune 
with him,neither yer into his Chamber,eſpeciallyof thoſe that were of any credit 
with the Duke. Thefirſt day all men were in great fear, and muttered up and 
down the Town : the ſecond the Duke was ſomewhat pacified,and fate in coun- 
cil almoſt the whole day, and part alſo of the night. The King cauſed all thoſe 
co be Jaboured that he thought could aid him in this extremity, making them 


large offers and promiſes, and cemmanded alſo fifreen thouſand ___ tv w 
ivide 


Ow to return after my long Diſcourſe, to the King who was ſtaid at 
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divided among.the Dakes ſervants, bur he to whom the charge was committed 
acquired himſelf not faithfully thereof : for part of the money he retained to his 
own uſe, as the King afterward underſtood. The King feared eſpecially thoſe a+ 
bove named, that came with this Army of Burgundy, who in times paſt had 
been his own ſervants, bur were now his Brother the Duke of Normandies as 
they ſaid. In this Councel above mentioned this matter was diverſly debated, 
ſome were of opinion thar the ſafe conduet given to the King ſhould not be bro= 
ken, ſceing he oftered to {wear the Treaty asirt was Articl'd in writing : others 
gave counſel rudely to impriſon him without farther ceremony, and athers to 
ſend for his Brother the Duke of Normazay, and to conclude a peace for the ad- 
vantage of all the Princes of France. They that gave this adviſe thought it their 
opinion took place, that the King ſhould be reſtrained of his liberty for ever, 
and held continually under guard, becauſe a great Prince being in the hands of 
his enemy, and uſed after ſuch ſort, never or very hardly recovereth his liberty 
for fear of revenge. This Jalt opinion failed not much to take effe& : for the 
matter was ſo far forward that I ſaw a man Booted and ready to depart with a 
Packet of Letters to the Duke of Normandy being then in Britain, and ſtay'd on- 
ly for the Duke of Burgazay's Letter, notwithſtanding all this was daſh'd again. 
The King cauſed certain overtures to be made, offering to leave there in Hoſtage 
the Duke of Bourbox and the Cardinal his Brother, and the Conſtable, and di- 
vers others, under this condition, that the peace being concluded he might de- 
part to Compiegne, promiſing incontinent either to cauſe the Liegeois to repair 
the harmes .done, or to declare himſelf their enemy. They whom the King 
named for Hoſtages outwardly made earneſt offer of themſelves, I know not 
whether they meang as they ſaid, and I doubt me they did not : for I verily be- 
lieve if the King had left them there, they thould never have returned into 
Pas: .. ei | 

All chis night being the third after the news came, the Duke never unclo- 
thed himſelf, but lay down twiſe or thriſe upon his bed, and then roſe and 
walked: for ſuch was his manner when he was troubled: I lay that night my ſelf 
in his Chamber,and communed with him divers times. In the morning he was 


farther out of patience than ever before, uſing terrible menaces, and being ready 


to execute ſome great matter : notwithſtanding in the end he was pacified, and 
reſolved to hold himſelf contented, if the King would (wear the Treaty, and go 
with him to Zrege to help to revenge the injuries the Ziegeois had done him, and 
the Biſhop of Liege his Couſen : with the which meffage ſuddenly he departed 
into the Kings Chamber,whereot the King had a privy watch word by a friend *, , tt was com- 
who advertiſed him that nothing was to be feared if he agreed to theſe two mes himſelf 
points, otherwiſe that he ſhould put himſelf in {o great danger;thar none could ako 
be greater. Vhen the Duke came to the Kings preſence, his voice trembled, nor to refuſe 
and even there he was like to fall into a new rage,ſo much was he troubled. His RENE : 
behaviour rowards the King was humble and lowly, bur his countenance furi- —_ = 
ous, and his language ſharp, for he asked him in few words whether he would £4: 
obſerve the Treaty concluded, and alſo ſwear it: Whereunto the King anſwer- 
ed thathe would, For you (hall underſtand thar the ſaid Treaty as touching the 
Duke ct Burgundy himſelt was altered in no point otherwiſe than it was con- 
cluded before Pars, and as touching the Duke of Normandies partage, it was 
much amended for the King. For it was agreed that in ſtead of Normandy he 
ſhould have Champany and Bry, and certain other places there about, for his 
partagee Then the Duke asked him again; whether he would go with him 

ro 


60 


Þ The Peace 
of Peronne 
was ſworn 
Ottob. 14. 
Ann. 1468, 
Meyer. lib. 17. 
fol. 346. pag.1. 
where read 
alſo the Con- 
ditions of the 
Peace, 


T he Second Book of 


to Liege tohelp him to revenge the Treaſon the Liegeois had wrought by his 
means, and by his coming thirher, putting him alſo in mind of the near kindred 
that was between the ſaid King aud the Biſhop of Zzege, being of the houſe of 
Bourbon, whereunto the King anſwered, that after he had ſworn the Treaty 
(which was the thing he moſt defired) he would accompany him to Zzege, and 
lead thither with him, as ſmall or as great force as the Duke ſhould think good : 
at which words the Duke much rejoyced, and incontinent the Treaty of Peace 
was brought, and the ſelf ſame Crofs that Cherlemaign uſually ware,called The 
Croſs of Viftory: taken out of the Kings Coffers,and there the two Princes ſware 
the Treaty : * whereupon all the bells in the Town rang for joy, and all men 
wereglad and rejoyced. It hath pleaſed the King ſince to attribute this honor 
tome, that I did him great ſervice in furthering this Accord; The Duke ſenr 
theſe news forthwith into Britazy and the Treaty withal, wherein he ſevered 
not himſelf from the ſaid two Dukes, but named them his Confederates. And 
{ure the Lord Charles had now a good partage in reſpeR of the Treaty made in 
Britain,whereby he ſhould have had but a Penſion only of ſixty thouſand Franks 
as before you have heard, 


CHAP. X% 


How the King accompanied the Duke of Burgundy, waking war upon the Liegeois, 
who before were his Confederates. 


He next day after the Treaty (worn, the King and the Duke departed 
from Peronye, and went to Cambray, and from thence into the Country 
of Liege in the very beginning of winter, and in a marvelous foul ſcaſon. 

The King had with him few Soldiers or none, others than the Scoztiſþ men of his 

Guard, but gave commandment that three hundred men of arms ſhould follow 

aſter him. The Dukes Army was divided into two bands, the one led by the 

Marſhal of Bargundy (ſo often already mentioned) in the which were all the 

Burgundians, and the Noble men of Savoy above-named,beſides great Forces of 

the Countries of Hainault, Luxemburg, Namur, and Lambourge, the other band 

the Duke himſelf lead, and when they drew near the City of Zzege they debated 
in the Dukes preſence what was to be done. Some gave advice to diſmiſs part 
of the Army, conſidering that the Gates and walls of the City were raſed the 
year before, and the Citizens in utter deſpair of ſuccour : the King himſelf be- 
ing there in perſon againſt them, and offering in manner the ſelf ſame Conditions 

of Peace on their behalt that were demanded. The Duke allowed not of this o- 

— was a happy turn for himyfor if he had, he had marred all, bur his 
uſpicion of the King cauſed him to take the wiſeſt courſe : and ſure his Captains 

opinion in thinking themſelves roo ſtrong, proceeded either of great pride or of 

oreat folly. notwithſtanding I have often heard divers Captains give the like 
advice, ſome becauſe they think thereby ro win an opinion of hardineſs, and 
ſome for that they underſtand not the matters debated, but wiſe Pcinces weigh 
not ſuch fond opinions. As touching this point,the King our Maſter had learned 
his leflon,for as he was flow and fearful in artempting any thing:ſo when he once 
rook an enterpriſe in hand, he ſo throughly furniſhed himſelf of every thing there- 
unto appertaining, that he could not but obtain his purpoſe. 

Order was then given that the Marſhal of Bargundy with his band ſhould 


go before and lodg in the City, t pd if the Citizens made difficulty to —_— 
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him, as it was thought they would not, becauſe divers of them were already 
come to the Duke to treat of peace, that then he ſhould attempt to'enter by. 
force, The ſaid Marſhal and his Company went to'Namur, and the next day 
departed thence, and the King and the Duke arrived there. But when the. 
Marſhall approached near the City, this fooliſh people ſallied forth ro the 
Skirmiſh, and were eaſily repulſed, and a-great number ſlain, and the reſt re-+ 
tired into the Town, and at that very inſtant eſcaped their Biſhop, and came: 
tous. Within the Town was a Legat ſent thither'by the Pope to underſtand 
of the variance between the Biſhop and the People, and to pacifie the mar-. 
ter, For the Sentence of Excommunication pronounced againſt them, was: 
yet unrevoked, becauſe of their offences above rehearſed. This Legar paſ- 
ſing the bounds of his Commiſſion, favoured altogether che people in hope 
ro obtain the Biſhoprick for himſelf, and commanded them to take-arms. 
for their defence, and enconraged them to divers other follies. Notwith-: 
ſtanding now ſeeing the City in this danger, he iſſued forth with intent ro 
flie, bur was taken and all his Train, being to the number of five and twen- 
ty, very well mounted. The Duke hearing theſe news ſeemed notwith- 
ſtanding to take no notice thereof, bur ſeat word to thoſe that took him char 
they ſhould lead him into ſome ſecret place, and make their profit of him 
as of ſome Merchant, and in no wiſe to advertiſe him of this accident, allea- 
ging that if he came openly i.1to his Camp, he could not ſuffer them to keep 
him, but muſt of force deliver him, for honor of the Sea'Apoſtolick, Not- 
withſtanding they conld not do as they were commanded, but fell at vari-' 
ance for him in ſuch ſort, that openly at dinner time certain that claimed): 
part in the booty, came and complained to the Duke, wherefore he ſenc im- 
mediately and took him from them, and reſtored him all that he had loſt,: 
and entertained him very honourably. | 
This Vaward led by the Marſhal of Burgundy and the Lord of Himberconrt,; 
marched ſtraight to the City, a Ls enter without reſiſtance, and 
through covetouſneſs (hoping to have the ſpoil thereof to themſelves) re-: 
fuſed the compoſition that was offered, neither thought irc needful to tarry: 
for the King and the Duke, being ſeven or eight leagues behind chem, bur 
marched with ſuch ſpeed thact they arrived at the Town by twylight, and 
entred into certain Suburbs leading ſtrait to a Gate that the Cutizens had 
ſomewhat repaired, There the Liegeois and they parled together, but could 
not agree. In the mean time they were benighted, their Lodgings were un' 
made, neither was the place large enough for the ſeat of their, Camp, hefide 
that they were in great diſorder, ſome walked up and down, ſome called 
their Maſters, their Companions, and their Captains: whichfolly and dif: 
order Maſter Fohx de Yillette and other Captains of the Liegeozs-perceiving, 
took heart and determined to iſſue forth, and their misfortune, I mean 
the ruin of their walls, ſerved them'-to good purpoſe in this. Enterpriſe: 
for they (allied forth where liked them beſt by the breaches thereof, and 
came in order of battel to the foremoſt ranks of the Burgundians. Further, 
among the Vines and little Hills they aſſailed the Pages and ſtraglers that 
walked their Maſters horſes without the:Suburbs, by * which-qur men en- 
tred. A great number of good Soldiers were there ſlain, but a great numbet 
fled, for the night covered all ſhame, To be ſhort, the Lizgevis ſo couragiouſly 
executed their Enterpriſe,that they flue at the leaſt eight hundred, one hun-= 
dred of them being men of Arms. But the hardy and yaliant Soldiers of this 
Vaward being in manner all men of Arms, and Gentlemen of gopd Houſes, 
Joyned themſelves together, and marched with Enſign diſplayed ſtraight to 
G the 
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the Gate, fearing the Citizens ſally there. The ways were marvelous deep, 
becauſe of continual rain, -in ſuch ſort, that the men of Arms being all on 
foot ſtood in mire above the ankles, Once all the Citizens thought to ſally 
forth ar the ſaid Gare with great torches and lights,but our men had moun- 
ted four good pieces of Artillery in the _-_ month thereof, the which ſhot 
twiceor thrice along the High-ſtreet, and flew a great aumber, whereupon 
they all retired' out of the Suburbs, and ſhut their Gates, Bur during this 


| Skirmiſh in the Suburbs, the other that had allied forth to aſſail the Pages 


above mentioned, took certain Carts near to the Town, in the which they 
lodged themſelves very incommodioufly, and tarried without the City from 
two of the clock after midnight, till fix in the morning; but ſo ſoon as the 
day brake that one might defcry another, they were repulſed, and in their 
retreat Maſter John de Villette, and one or two more of their Captains were 
hurt, who died all within two days after. 


CHAP. XI. 


How the King arrived in perſon with the Duke of Burgundy before the City 
of Liege, | 


Otwithſtanding that Sallies out of a Town be ſometimes neceſſary, 
N et are they very dangerous for thoſe that defend the place,for the 
Joſs of ren men is more to them, than of an hundred to thofe that 
befiege them, firſt becauſe their number is not equal, ſecondly becauſe 
they cannot pur men into the Town at pleaſure, and laſtly becauſe haply 
they may loſe one of their principal Leaders, which miſhap caufeth ofcen- 
tames the loſs alfoof the place. Theſe diſcomfortable news were forthwith 
brought to the Duke. lying four or five leagues from the Town, and the 
firſt report was, that his whole Vaward was diſcomfired, yet that notwith-. 
ſtanding He and the whole Army mounted on horſe-backjcommanding that 
no word ſhovld be made to the King of this misfortune. And when he drew 
near the City on the contrary ſide to*hat where his Vaward lay, he was 
advertiſed that all was wel}, and the loſs nothing ſo great as was thought, 
neither any man of name flain but a Knight of Flanders named Monfieur de 
Sergine, notwithſtanding they ſent him. word that the valiant Gentlemen 
and Souldiers of this Vaward were utterly wearied, and in great trouble and 
diſtreſs, for a} that night they had ſtood upright in the mire by the Town 
Gate, Further they told him that certain of the Foatmen thar fled were re- 
turned fo-diſconraged that they ſeemed nanfit for any great exploit. Where- 
fore they defired him for Gods love to-make hafte, tothe end the Citizens 
might be forced to retire every man to the defence of his own Quarter, and 
that it-wonld pleaſe him to-ſend them ſome vieuals, for they had not one 
morſet of \meat, The Duke forthwith'commanded two or three hundred ro 
ride thither'as faſt as their horſes could eallop, to comfort his Soldiers, and 
ſent after them all the vials he could come by, and ſo was it high times 
1 ene fpace of two days almoſt and a night they had neither eaten nor 
drunk, unleſs it were' fome one that carried adraughr of wine in a bottle, 
Beſides thar,the weather was marvelons foul, neither could they poſſibly en- 
ter the Town on that ſide they lay,unleſs the Duke embuſied the Enemy on 
the other fide. A great number of them were hort, and among the reſt the 
Prince of Orage(whom I had forgotren to-name before) who behaved him- 
ſelf that day like a couragious Gentleman, for he never moved foot off rhe 
place he firſt poſſeſſed. The Lords of Lau and Urft did alſo very ——_—_ 
ut 
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but the number of the Foot-men that fled the _ of the Skirmiſh was at 
che leaſt ten thouſand. It was almoſt dark night when the Duke receiv'd this 
news, bur after he had diſpatched all his buſineſs, he returned to his Enfigny 
and rehearſed the whole order of the Skirmiſh to the King, who rejoyced 
to hearth at all was ſo well, for the concrary might have turned to his pre- 
judice. When they approached near the Town, a great number of Gentle- 
men and Men of Arms lighted on foor, with the Archers to take the Sub- 
urbs which were eaſily won, and there the Baſtard of Burgandy (who had 
great charge in this Army under the Duke, the Lord of 8awaſtain, the 
Earl of Rexcy the Conſtables Son, and divers other Gentlemen lodged even 
hard by the Gate, which the Enemies had alſo repaired as the former. The 
Duke lodged in the midſt of the Suburbs ; bur the King lay that night in a 
oreat Grange, a quarter of a league from the Town, where was very good 
lodging, being accompanied with a great number of men, as well of his 
own as of ours. | 

This Town is ſituate upon Mountains and Valleys, and ina marvelous 
fruicful ſoil *, the River of 24aze runneth through it: it is about the great- * == ſear 
neſs of Roar, and was at that time a marvelous populous City. From the 20715 79 
Gate where we lodged, to the other where our Vaward lay, the way was pag. 370- 
ſhort throngh the Town, but without it was at the leaſt three leagues going, 
ſo crooked and foul are the ways, eſpecially in Winter, in the midſt where- 
of we came thither, Their Walls were all raſed, ſo that they might ſally 
forth where beſt liked them, and their defence was only a little Ramper of 
earth : for the Town was never ditched, becauſe the foundation is hard and 
ſharp rock, The firſt night of the Dukes arrival, our Vaward was much re- 
freſhed and eaſed ; for the force within the Town was then divided into two 
parts. About midnight they gave us a hot alarm, whereupon the Duke iſ- 
ſued forthwith into the Street, and ſoon after arrived alſo the King and the 
Conſtable with great ſpeed, confidering how far off they lay. Some cried 
they ſally out at ſuch a Gare, others ſpake divers diſcomfortable words, the 
dark and rainy weather increaſed alſo their fear. The Duke lacked no cou- 
rage, bur failed ſometimes in good order giving ; and to ſay the truth, at 


this time he behaved not. himſelfſo adviſedly 25 many withed, becauſe of 


. the Kings preſence. Wherefore the King took upon him authority ro com- 


mand, and ſaid to the Conſtable, Lead your men into ſuch a quarter, for if 
they ſally that is their way : and ſure both his words'and behaviour ſhewed » aſus wris 


him to be a Prince of great virtue and wiſdom, and well acquainted with *< that the 
Duke for dt- 


ſuch exploits: notwithſtanding this great alarm proved nothing, whereup- vers confide- 


on the King and the Duke returned to their Lodging, © rations had 


The next morning came the King and lodged alſo in the Suburbs in a little —_ 


Houſe hard by the Dukes Lodging, accompanied with an hundred Scoriſh- Kings compa- 
men of his Guard, and his Men of Arms lying in a little Village hasd by |, 9n have 
him, which bred great ſuſpicion'in the Duke, that he wonld either eftter that the King 
the City, or eſcape before it were taken *, or peradventure work him fothe {2 21nd ao 
diſpleaſure lying ſo near him, Wherefore he put into a great Grange juſt ence « 
between their two Lodgings three hundred Men of Arms, being all the 8994 vill of- 


flower of his Houſe, who brake down the panes of the Walls to ſally forth — binds 


the more ſpeedily, if need ſo.required, and theſe had their eyes continually hin, which * 
upon the Kings Lodging, which was hard by them, The Siege continued [#0 ail ms? 
eight days, during which ſpace neither the Duke nor any of the Company conſidered = 
unarmed themſelves. But the Evening before the Town was taken, the <mcthurer« 


. , X . ly repugnang {- ! 
Duke determined to aſſault it the next Morning being Sunday the 3o of ©o rrigh 
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Ofober, the year 1461. and the token given to our Vaward was this, that 
when they heard one Bombard,and two great Serpentines diſcharged one in- 
continent after another, without any more ſhot, they ſhould then couragi- 
ouſly go to the afſaulr, and the Duke on his ſide would do the like, Farther, 
the hour appointed for the Enterpriſe, was eight of the clock in the Morn- 
ing. The {ame night the afſault was thus concluded, the Duke unarmed 
himſelf, which ſince the beginning of this Siege he had not done, and com. 
manded the whole Army, eſpecially thoſe that lodged in the Grange be- 
eween his Lodging and the Kings to do the like, to the end. they might re- 
freſh themſelves : but the ſelf ſame night the Citizens as though they had 
been advertiſed of this determination, concluded to make a ſally out of the 
Town on this fide, as they had before on the other. 


CHAP. XII. 


How the Liegeois made a deſperate ſally upon the Duke of Burgundies men, where 
he and the King were in great danger. 


Will now rehearſe anexample whereby you ſhall perceive how eaſily 
even a few enemies may work a great Prince diſpleaſure, and how much 
it importeth Princes throughly to weigh their Enterpriſes before they 


attempt them. Within this City was not one man of war but of their own 


Territory, they had with them neither Knight nor Eſquire z for thoſe few 
they had were either flain or hurt two or three days before in the ſally above 
mentioned, They were unfurniſhed of Gates, Walls, Trenches and Artillery 
ought worth, To be ſbort, within the Town were none but the Citizens 
themſelves, and ſeven or eight hundred footmen of a little Territory be- 
yond Lzege, called Franchemonnt : true it is that the people of thoſe parts have 
ever been accounted good Soldiers. Bat now to the matter. Theſe Zizgeois 
deſpairing of ſuccours, ſceing the King there in perſon againſt them, conclu- 
ded to make a deſperate ſally, and to put all things in adventure, knowing 
themſelves to be bur loſt men, 

Their Enterpriſe was this, they determined that by the, breaches of their 


Walls, hanging over the backſide of the Dukes Lodging, their beſt Soldiers 


being fix hundred men of the Countryiof Fraxchemont ſhould ſally forth, lead- 
ing with them for Gujdes the Hoſts of the Kings Lodging and of the Dukes. 
Farther there lay a privy way through the rocks, by which they mighr 
come under covert almoſt:to the Lodgings of both theſe Princes before they - 
were diſcovered, provided that they made no noiſe : and as touching our 
Scouts thar lay in their way, they made account either to kill them, or be 
at the Princes Lodgings as ſoon as they. Thus they reſolved to follow 
theſe two;Hoſtes into their houſes where the two Princes lodged, without 
ſtayipg' by the way in any place, hoping to ſteal upon them on ſuch a ſud- 


_ demz that either they would kill them, or lead them away priſoners before 


their Forces could come to ſuccour them, confidering withal how ſhort 
their retreat was into the Town, and if the worſt fell (that was to die :) 
they were fully reſolved in the execution of ſach an Enterpriſe to take 


their death in good part : for they ſaw themſelves but loſt men on all fides, 


They gave order alſo that all the people of the Town with hue and cry, 


' ſhould ifſue forth art the Gate opening upon. the Suburbs where we lay, 


truſting thereby to diſcomfit all our company that lodged there, Neither 
were they out of hope of a goodly vidory, at the leaſt, they were ſure of 


©. a glorious end. This their Enterpriſe notwithſtanding it had been de- 
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ſperate and dangerous, though they had been accompanied with a ghou- 
ſand valiant men of Arms : yet theſe few failed not much to attchieve-ir; 
Far according to their determination, theſe fix hundred men of Frexche- 
mnt (alied forth by the breaches of their Walls, about ten of theclock ar 
night, and came ona ſudden upon our Scouts and ſlew them, three of them 
being Gentlemen of the Dukes Houſe, and if they had gone ſtraight forth 
without any noiſe to the place appointed, undoubredly they had flai h 
theſe Princes in their beds, Bur you ſhall underſtand-that behind- the Duke 


of Burgundies lodging there was 2 Pavilion where the Dake of 4/c»ſoz that ' 


now is,. and. Monſieur de Cran lodged. There theſe Ziegeos ſaid a while and 
thruſt their Pikes through it,and flew a Serving man within it: whereupon 


2 noiſe aroſe in-the.Camp,which cauſed ſome to arm themſelves,at the leaſt. 


roariſe. From this Pavilion they departed towards the two Princes lodgings, 
whereunto adjoyned the Grange above mentioned, into the which the Puke 
had pur three hundred men of arms. There they ſtayed a while alſo, & thru 
their Pikes in at the panes of the walls which theſe men of Arms had broken 
down to ſally forth with the more ſpeed, All the Gentlemen that lay there 
had unarmed themſelves not paſt two hours before to refreſh them againſt the 
aſſault the next morning : in the which eſtate theſe Liegeos found them. Not- 
withſtanding a few of them having put on their Quiracies becauſe of the 
noiſe they heardat the Duke of Alenſons Pavilion, fought with their enemies 
at the broken panes of the walls,and at the door, which was the only preſer- 
vation of theſe two great Princes lives:for this delay gave a great many lei- 
ſure toarm themſelves, and to come forth into the ſtreet. I lay that night i 
the Dukes chamber (which was very ſtraight)with two other Gentlemen 0 
his Privy chamber,and above him lodged 12 Archers that kept the Watch, 
and ſate up at dice, but the body of his Watch ſtood by the Town Gate fac 
from his lodging. To be ſhort, the Dukes hoſt came with a band of Liegeon, 
and aſſailed his own houſe, the D.being within ir,upon ſuch a ſudden that we 
hardly had leiſure to buckle his Quirace about him, and pur a Saller on his 
head: for immediaxly as we went down the ſtairs to iſſue forth into the ſtreer, 
wefound oat Archers bulied in defending the door and windows againſt the 
Liegeois: farther, there wasa maryelous noiſe in the ſtreets, ſome cried, God 
ſave the King z, others,God ſeve the Duke, and others,God ſave the King kill, kill;kill.. 
It was two Pater noſters while before our Archers and we could get forth of 
the houſe, we knew not in what eſtate the Kin Was, nor whether he were 
with us,or againſt us, which much troubled us. Incontinenr afcer we were iſ- 
ſued forth with two or three torches, we met others in theſtreets with lights 
alſo, and ſaw fighting and killing round about us, but the conflict ſoon end- 
ed: for men came running on all ſides to the Dukes mm ing. The firſt man of 
the enemies that was ſlain was the Dukes hoſt, but he died nor preſently, for 
my ſelf heard him ſpeak. To be ſhort, allthe Lizgeois that accompanied him, 
a very few excepted, wetealſoſlain,They aflaulted in like manner the Kipgs 
lodging, into the which his hoſt eatred and was ſlain by the Scottiſhme 
his Guard,who ſhewed themſelves tall fellows : for they never ftirred F308) 


their Maſters foot, but ſhot Arrows continually which hurt more Burgandiaxs 


than Liegrois, The Citizens appointed to iſſue forth at the Town gate ſalli- 
ed accordingly, but our Watch being aſſembled repulſed them incontinent, 
neither ſhewed they themſelves ſo deſperate as theſe others. Immediately 
after theſe were beaten back, the King and the Duke met, doubting becauſe 
of the number they ſaw ſlain their own loſs to be great : norwichſtanding 
of their men few were ſlain; but many hurt, AT if theſe o_ 
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67's ION CHAP. XII .: 
Hp the {ity of Liege was aſſzulted, teken,. and ſpoiled, and the Churches alſo. 
"HE King to rid Himſelf of all danger, abour an hour after his re- 

| turn fram this Sally above mentiqned to his Lodging, ſent for certain 
— of the Duk:s principal Servants that had been in Council about 
the Aſſault, and inquired of them what was concluded. They 'told him 
that the 'reſolution was to aſſault the City the next morning. according to 
the order firſt appointed. Then he very wiſely began to alledge divers 


reat doubts,which pleaſed well che Dukes men, for they all feared the Aſ- 


ault marvelouſly, both becauſe of the great number of People within the 
Town, and 'alfo becauſe of the deſperate ſally made not paſt two hours be- 
fore : wherefore being deſirous to ſtay the Aſſault for two or three days,and 
take the Town by Compoſition they went forthwith co the Duke to make 
report of the Kings Allegations, my ſelf. being preſent when they came. 
There they rehearſed all rhe doubts the King alledged, and as many as they 
themſclves could deviſe,bur all they fathered upon the King,doubting thir 
he would not take it well at their hands. The Duke anſwered, that the Kinp 
alledged theſe donbts only ro ſave the Citizens, and! took it inevil part, 
ſaying, that there could be no danger in the enterpriſe, conſidering thar they 
within could make no connterbattery, neither had any Walls for their de- 
fence,adding alſo that the Ramparts they had made at the gates were alres- 
dy beaten down, wherefore he' would uſe no further delay, but go to the AC- 
ſaulr thenext hiorning, as it was concluded. Notwithſtanding he would be 
contented that the King, if it'ſo pleaſed him, ſhould go to Namur till the ra- 
king, f the Town, under this condition, not to depart thence till the iſſue of 
this enterpriſe were ſeen : which anſwer pleaſed none of them all, for every 
| feared the afſaulr becauſe of this fa ly. The Dukes anſwer was repor- 
ro the King, nor in ſo. hard terms as he*delivered ir, but in much milder 


Tanguage. The King underſtood the meaning of it well enough, and ſaid he 


would niot go td Nawyr, btit be at the aſſault the next day among the reſt. In 


' mine opinion, if he had been fo diſpoſed, he might very eaſily have eſcaped 


that night,for he had with him an hundred Archers of his Guard,and certain 
Gentlemeti of his houſe, beſides three hundred men of Arms that lodged 
hard by him; but undoubtedly where he ſtood upon his -honour he would nor 
be ſtained with cowardile, Every man repoſed himſelf in his Armour till 
| | morning, 


I ITTSE 
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Philip-de Gominines; _; 
Morning, and ſome diſpoſed of theix Conſciences; becauſe the.anterpriſe 
ſeemed very dangerous, When. it. was broad day light, and that-the hour 
appointed drew near, which was eight-bfthe clock,.-the Duke commanded | 
the Bombard and the two Serpentines 20 bediſcharged, thereby to, ggiyertiſe 
our Vaward ofthe aſſaulr,which lay on:th&-other tide far from usAf,you take 
the way without the Town, bur not far going through ir,as before you. have 
heard; They hearing the ſhot incontinent prepared themſelves to'the affaulr. 
The Dukes Trumpets ſounded, and his Enfigns were advanced towards the 
Walls, their Bands following them. The King ſtood in the midſt of the ſtreer, 
very well accompanied, for all his three hundred men of Arms, hisGuard, and 
certain Noblemen, and Gentlemen of his fouſe were with him. And when 
we approached ſo near the Walls that they and we ſhould have joyned, no 


reſiſtance was found, neither any man upon the Walls, fave two or three of 


the Watch,all the reſt were gone to dinner, ſuppoſing we;would not give the 
aſſault upon the Sunday, ſo chat we found the clork laid in every houſe act 
our entry. Small account is.to be. made of rude people unleſs they be led by 
ſome Captain whom they reverence, although ſometimes in their fury they 


be greatly tobe feared, i 47 | _=_ 

Theſe Liegeos were before the aſſault marvelouſly ſpent and wearied,part- 
ly becauſe of their two fſallies, wherein:they loft, a great number of cheir 
men,and all their Leaders, and partly becauſe of the:;greatlabour and travel 
they had ſuſtained rhe ſpace of eight days : for:becauſe they lay open.to the 
enemy on all fides,they were all forced: to'be confinually upon the:walls,and 
I ſuppoſe they thought to repoſe themſelves. this day hecauſe'of: the Sab- 
bath,burir chanced co them contrary to their expectation, On that {ide we 
entred was no reſiſtance made, and leſs on the other where our. Vawatd lay, 


which entred the Town before us. Few were {lain *, forall the people fled 7 Some write 
thar there 


by the Bridge over the River of Maze towards the Country of Ardennes;andt yorefjainin 


from thence to other places for their more ſafety. On the fide that we one day ar 
Liepe LO©OOOs 


entred I ſaw but two men and ohewomanſlain, neither think I that there 77% Monſter 


died two hundred perſons in all, for the reſt fled,, or .hid themſelves in wriccth forty 
Churches and houſes. The King ſeeing no refiſtance,,and the whole F. * mppepatoant 
. = 1 on @ GEEI< AA > I20co women 
( being as I gueſs to the number of forty thouſand) throng into the Town at qrowned in 
rwo breaches, marched forwardat leiſurey"to whom the Duke being entred the River. . 
a good way into the City ſyddehly returned;and accompanied him tothe Pa- 3 frond” 
lace, from whence he went'to the Cathedral Churchief St. Lambert *, which with canmines, 


oi | iis. Cakes 4" — : who reportcth 
his men were about to break into by force to take prifoners and {poil that ane: 208 


was conveyed thither, And nbtwithſtanding:that he had appointed certain whaveheen 
of his houſe to guard the ſaid Church: yer could. they not do it becauſe the man nnajn. 
ſouldiers afſaulced both the doors, 'W herefore the Duke himſelf went thi- STE 
ther,and one man | ſaw him kill with his owen hand ©,whereupon all the com- here nor be 
pariy diſparkled, and the Church was unſpoiled. Notwithſtandingia the Per 09440: 
end they that were within it Were taken,and rheir goods alſo, Thereft of the though there 


Churches ( being ſo many'innamber, that Thave heard the Lord of Hymiber- degs | 


court, who knew the Town well;report as many Maſſes tobe ſung there eve: ally .bis. 
ry day as in R227e ©) were if maniier all ſpoiled under colour of raking pri- ERS 


ſoners. For mine own part T'entred into none but the Cathedral Church, cnrance nan. 

7 TW = : + F '/ a f Es ” the Town,,. * ? 
there were not ſ}ajn. ahoye two Ro conſidering the number that were-ſlain in Churches, houſes, and igri como 
be but that many thouſands died, neither js, our Authors 'meatiing otherwiſe. Þ» Some Copies have St.Laurince, bur the * 
old Copy St. Lambert, which Annal. Buigind; and Guice: report it 0: be the: princival Church in Lge. c The Duke ſlew 
before the Church of Sr. Lambert two or, three!Arthers with his own hand. Lz Marche, 4 There were in Licge to.the num- 3 
ber of twoand thirty Churches, and eight Colledges of Prieſts. Meyer. four Abbies, four Frierics, three Nunneries,. and 


without, and within the Town above an hurtdred Churches, Gyicci, Hubertus: 
but 


| 68 The Second Book of | 
but thus Twas advertiſed, and ſaw. alſo good proof thereof: for the Pope- 
many years after excommunicated all thoſe that withheld any of theſe 
Church goods, unleſs they reſtored them, and the Duke appointed eertain 
Commiſſioners to go through his Conntry to ſee the Popes commandment 
executed. The City being thus taken and ſacked, about noon the Duke re- 


rejoyce at the taking of the Town, and commended alſo much the Dukes. 
courage and valiantneſs, knowing that report thereof ſhould be made to 
him, and that theſe good words would ſomewhat further his return into his 
Realm, which was his ſpecial defires After dinner the Duke and he mer 
and communed together very pleaſantly : and if the King commended his 
valiantneſs behind his back, I warrant you he diſpraiſed it nor before his 
face, which the Duke took in very good part. Om 
I muſt now return to ſpeak ſomewhat of this miſerable people that fled out 
of this City,for proof of a diſcourſe 1 made in the beginning of this Hiſtory. 
roaching the inconveniences I have ſeen enfue a battel loſt.by a King, a 
Duke, or a meaner Prince. Theſe miſerable ſouls fled through the Country 
of Ardennes with their Wives and Children : But a Knight dwelling in thoſe 
parts, who ever before had taken part with them, ſlew now a great number 
of them, and to recover the Conquerours favour, ſent word thereof to the 
Duke,reporting the number of thoſe that were flain and raken, to be much 
reater chan'indeed it was, notwithſtanding that it were great; whereby 
e made his peace with the Duke,and ſaved himſelf.Others fled towards Me- 
ziers upon the Maze, being within the Realm of France, but upon the way 
two or three of their Captains were taken, (one of the which was named 
Madeuler) who were led to the Dake,and by his commandment put to death., 
_ x of theſe people died alſo of hunger, ſome of cold, and ſome for fack of 
cep. | 


CHAP. XIV. 


How King Lewis returned into France with the Dake of Burgundies conſent, and 
bow the Duke proceeded in deſtroying the Countries of Liege and Franchemont. 


» This was the Ouror five days after the taking of the Town,'the King began to ſol- 
> mg ty rf licite ſuch of the Dukes Servants as he held for his friends to move 
concluſion their Maſter for his departure, but himſelf firſt brake the matter to the 
whereof thel® D, after a ſage and wiſe ſort, ſaying, that if he could and him in any more 
med (as our ſtead he ſhould not ſpare him, otherwiſe he defired to return to Pars tocauſe 
—_— the Treaty to be recorded in the Court of Parliament : for the manner in 
Hearſeth,) F74nce is torecord all Treaties there, otherwiſe they are of no force, not- 
were the withſtanding the Kings Authority may do much therein, He required alſo 
= Dukes cre- he Duke thar the next Summer they might meer again in Burgundy, and 
[| es, #nd t h 
| pore vich the make merry 2 month together,whereunto the Duke in the end agreed, mum- 
ing: where- bling ſomewhat to himſelf. Farther, the Dake commanded the Treaty to 


ie Af the be read again before the King to know whether ought were paſſed in it that 


| a + trek pleaſure, Somewhar alſo he excuſed himſelf for bringing him to this Siege, 

WF hended in the Laſtly, he beſought him that one Article might be added ro the Treaty in 
1 * cane Ain favour of the Lords of Zas,and Urfe,and Poxcer of Riviere, to wit, that they 
* at the conclu- Might be reſtored to all their Eſtates and Offices that chey enjoyed before 

| fon thereof. the Wars began: which requeſt miſliked the King, for there was no reaſon 
Hong} why the Duke ſhould require to have them comprehended in the Treaty *, 
7 are hem gomprtended inthe Trey 


turned to the Palace. The King had already dined, and ſeemed greatly to | 


ke ſhould he miſfliked, putting him to his choiſe to allow or difallow thereof at his 
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| for that they were none of his partakers in the Wars above mention- 
—_— alſo dias they ſerved the Lord Charles the Kings Brother, nor the 

; ithſtanding the King anſwered that he would grant his demand _ _. 
Duke notwit g 4 dt Wu 
upon condition that he would accord the like to the Lords of Newers and ,;,. the zrench 
Croy, whereunto the Duke replied noughtr. Thns was a very wiſe anſwer of Copy namerh 


the King, for the Duke hated theſe Lords by him'named ſo extremely, and = = 


held ſo goodly poſſefſions of theirs, that he would never have condeſcended merirns, 1 


| : : Marche a Eme- 
to reſtore them : of the other articles the King anſwered he would alter _—_—_— 


none, but confirmed the whole Treaty as they two had ſworn at Peropne. prom. a Ay- 


. 5 dt = meries, The 
Thus was it agreed that the King ſhould _ m_— - pw WS —_ 
companied him but half a league, But ar their leave taking the King ſaid ;., ,,,,;, in 


thus unto him, 7f my Brother who is now in Britain will xot accept this partage that Henaule upon 
1 have given him for your ſake, what will you that 1 do. Whereunto the Duke an- - Go, nm 
ſwered ſuddenly without farther deliberation, 1f he will wot, Irefer the order In the de- 


K ſcription of 
thereof to you two : of which demand and anſwer ſprang a great matter as = = 


hereafter you ſhall hear. Thus returned the King in great joy, being ſafe the ame au- 


| —_— Lo —_—_— 
conducted by the Lords of Cordes and Demeriez *, great Bailif of co—_ el __ 
to the Frontiers of the Dukes Dominions. The Duke abode ſtill in the Ciry i. 
of Liege, which was extremely handled I muſt needs confeſs, bur ſure they the man dE- 
' : ner . . 
had well deſerved ſo to be dealt with, becauſe of the great cruelties they + Conr bags 
had continually uſed againſt the Dukes Subjects ever ſince his Grandfathers place namerh 
dayes. Beſides that, they never performed any Promiſe, nor kept any Trea- ok —_— 
ty they made, and this was the fifth year thar the Duke himſelf had been :,;& 5,1; 
there year by year in perſon, and concluded peace, which ordinarily the _ Aw 
next year they brake. Further they had continued excommunicated of long 7.1; 7 
time, for their great cruelty againſt their Biſhop, whereof notwithſtanding have rranſla- 


they made no account, neither would obey the Commandments of the *£41t, burthas 


des Murz 1S : 
Church on that behalf, ; verycorrane | 
Immediately after the Kings departure, the Duke with ſmall force deter- am our of 


: . : . doubt. 
mined to go into Franchemont, a Countrey a little beyond Liege, lying among <« Thi. 


ſharp rocks and thick woods, From thence came the beſt Soldiers the Liege- was divided 
ok had, and of this Country were they that made the deſperate ſally above _—_ 
mentioned. Before his departure a great, gumber of poor Priſoners that hid appeareth by. 
themſelves in honſes at the taking of the Town were drowned. Further it _ —_ 
was concluded that this City heretofore ſo populqus, ſhould be burned at wjth wiſe ir 
three ſeveral times *, and three or four thouſand footmen of the Country ws fired a 
of Lambeurg *. being neighbours to the Lizgeoz, and almoſt of the ſame man- -——oD—w__ 
ners and language, were appointed to fire it, but to ſave the Churches. Firſt, a The old Co- 
the great Bridge built over the River of Maze was beaten down, then a great _ _ 
number were choſen to defend the Cannon- houſes about rhe, Cathedra! ;ranflared ir. 
Church, to the end they might have lodging that ſhould ſay Divige Ser- _ ew Zac 
vice. In like manner alſo divers were appointed for defence of the other gs 3, os 
Churches. This done the Duke departed into the Country of Franchemont, nl. Boug. bur 
and immediately after he was out of the Town we ſaw a great number of x ood 
houſes on this fide the River on fire : he marched forward and lodged four 72njuug is 
leagues off, yer heard we the noiſe as eaſily as if we had been there preſeng: bard by Liege, 
I wot not whether it were becauſe the wind ſate that way, or becauſe we j,,,, further | 
lodged upon the River, The next day the Duke departed thence, and thoſe off. 

that were left behind in the Town continued ſtill the fire as they were com- 

manded, but the Churches were all ſaved, a few excepted, and above three 

hundred houſes to lodge the Church-men, which cauſed the Town ſo ſoon 

to be repleniſhed again: for much people return'd to dwel with theſe Prieſts. 


Becauſe 


70 
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Becauſe of extreme froſt and cold the great«ſt part of the Dukes Army was 


forced to go on foot into the Country of Frexchemont, which had never a 


walled Town in it but all Villages, The Duke lodged five or fix days in a 
little Valley called Pollezee,his Army was divided into two Bands, the ſooner 
to deſtroy the Country. All the houſes he commanded to be burned, and 
all the Iron Mills broken, which is their only Trade of living. Pyrther our 
men hunted the poor people out of great Woods and Forreſts where they lay 
hidden with their Goods, and many they flew and took priſoners, and there 
the Soldies got good booties. The cold was more extreme than is almoſt cre- 


dible : for I ſaw a Gentleman that with cold loſt the uſe of his foot and ne- 


ver recovered it,and a Page that had two of his fingers rotted from his hand, 
and in like mannera woman dead for cold and her child with her, whereof 
ſhe was newly delivered. Further by the ſpace of three days all the wine 
that was drunk in the Dukes lodging was cut with hatchets : for it was -ſo 
frozen in the veſſels that he was forced to break them, and cut the wine 
being a maſs of ice into ſmall pieces, which men bare away in hats and 
baskets as beſt liked them. I could rehearſe divers other ſtrange accidents 
of the cold too long to write. To conclude, at eight days end hunger drave 
ns thence in haſte, and the Duke departed to Namyr, and fo into Brabant, 
where he was honourably received. | 


CHAP. XV. 


How the King by ſubtle means per ſwaded the Lord Charles his Brother to take the 
Duchy of Guinne for Brie azd Champaigne, zo the Duke of Burgundies 4dzſ= 
coprent, | | | | | 


He King, after his departare from the Duke, returned with great 

joy into his Realm, attempting nothing againſt the Duke for his 

| eviluſage at Peronpe and Liege, but ſeeming to take all in good part, 
Notwithſtanding ſharp war aroſe afterward between' them, bur nor ſoon, 
neither was this the chief cauſe thereof, (though haply it mighr.in part fur- 
ther it :) for if this Treaty had been concluded at Pars, 'it had paſſed in 
effect as it did at Perozze. But the Duke by his Officers advice ſought to ad- 
vance the bounds, of his Dominions, beſides that divers ſubtle practices 


were uſed to ſet theſe two Princes again at variance, as you ſhall hear 


when occafion ſerveth. The Lord Charles of Fraxce the Kings only Bro- 
ther, and late Duke of Normandy, being advertiſed of this Treaty made 


_ at Perozne, and the partage aſſigned to him thereby : ſent forthwith to the 


King, defiring him to accompliſh the Treaty, and perform his Promiſe, 
TheKing ſent in like manner to him about that matter, and many Meſſen- 
ers ran to and fro between them. The Duke of Burgundy ſent alſo his 


«Ambaſſadors to the ſaid Lord Charles, deſiring him to accept no other par- 

» "tage than Champaign and Brie, which by his means was granted him, ſhew- 
_- ing him withall how great good will he bare him, ſith notwithſtanding 
he had abandoned him, yet would he not do the like as the ſequel well 


declared, but had alſo comprehended the Duke of Britain in the Treaty 
as his Confederate, Further, he ſent him word that Champaign and Brie 
lay very commodiouſly for them both, becauſe if the King ſhould at any 
time attempt ought againſt him, he might within two dayes warning 
have ſuccours out of Burgundy : The two Countries bordering 'one upon 
an 
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2n other, Laſtly, he advertiſed him that his partage was very good, and 

that he might levy in his Countries, Aids; Cuftorts, and Subſidies, neither 

could the King claim any thing there but homage, reſort and w_n—_— | 

This Lord (harles was a man doing little or nothing of himſelf, but wholly 

led and governed by others : notwithſtanding that he were above five and 

twenty years of age, Thus paſſed the Winter, which was well ſpent be- 

fore the Kings departure from us. Meſſengers ran continually to atid fro a- 

bout this Partage : for the King meant nothing leſs than to give his Brother 1469. 

that he had promiſed, becauſe he would not have him and the Duke of 

Burgundy fo near Neighbours, But he treated with his Brother to take Guj- 

enne, (which is in manner all Aquitain) for Brie and-Champaigne. The Lord 

{(harles feared to diſpleaſe the Duke-of Bergundy, and doubted if he yielded 

to the Kings requeſt, and he ſhould not keep rouch with him, that then he 

ſhould loſe both friend and Partage, and fo be left bare-board, Burt the Kin 

being the ſubtleſt Prince then living, and the cunningeſt dealer in fach 

Treaties, perceiving that he ſhould do no good unleſs. he wan thoſe that 

were in credit with his Brother, fell in communication of this matter with 

Ondet of Rze, Lord of Leſcat, afterwards Earl of Comminges (who was borti and 

married in the Country of Guicznc) deſiring him to perſwade his Maſter ro 

accept this Partage, being much better than that he demanded, and that 

they might be friends and live together like brethren, adding alſo that this 

Partage ſhonid be much more beneficial both for his Brother and Servaats, 

(eſpecially for the ſaid Onder) then the other, and further aſſuring him thag 

without fail he would deliver his Brother quiet poſſeſſion of the ſaid Coun- 

try. By this means was the Lord Charles won to accept this Partage of Gui- 

enne to the Duke of Burgundies great diſcontentation and his Ambaſſadors 

there preſent. And the cauſe why Cardinal Zaive Biſhop of Azgziers *, and the card; 

the Biſhop of Ferdan were impriſoned, was for that, the ſaid Cardinal writ nals imprifen- 

to the Lord Charles, adviſing him to accept none other partage than thay Mn 4s be- 

the Duke of Burgurdy had procured him by the Treaty of Peronne, which alfo WS ihe - 

the King had ſworn and promiſed (laying his hand within the faid Cardi- King to go to 

nals) to deliver him, alledging withal ſuch reaſons to perſwade him theres adviſed the 

unto as he thought neceſſary, wherein he did clean contrary to the Kings Puke of 6Gu- 

purpoſe, Thus the Lord Charles was made Duke of Guicnne, the year x469, 7 opeware 

and the poſſeſſion of the Countrey, together with the Government of Ro- mt the 

chel delivered him; and then the King and he ſaw one another, and were A An ; 

rogether a long time, = 12" are 
 clofing the 


R ings ſecrets by letters to the Duke of Burgundy, Gagutn. But if the Duke of Gu/enne had been wiſe, He would of himſelf 
without perſwaſjon have refuſed this partage. For when a mans enemy offererh him that that hath an apparence of 


- pod, let him ever refuſe it : nam latet anguis in herba, as the ſequel of this matter well declared, for the accepting of this 


Partage, which the King alleged, and that truly to be better than the other the Duke demanded, coſt the Duke of Guienne 
!s life, as hereafter ſhall appear, 


THE 
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CHAP. I. 


How the King took occaſion to make way anew apon the Duke of Burgundy, and how 
he ſent a Purſevant of the Parliament to Gaunt to ſummon him to appear at 
Paris, 
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HE year 1470. the King determined to be revenged of 
the Duke of Zurgundy, ſuppoſing he had now found a 
time convenient ſo to do, for he privily ſollicited and 
cauſed others to ſollicit the Towns fituate upon the Ri- 
ver of Somme, namely Amiens, St. Quintin, and Abbeville 

< 2:3 to rebel againſt the Duke, and to ſend for ſuccours into 

: The Kings Wd $-W& France, and to receive them into their Towns *, For all 

colour was great Princes (if they be wiſe) will ſeek ever ſome co- 

this, he would jour for their doings. And to the end you may perceive what cunning is u- 

make war ap- fed in Fraxce, I will ſhew you how this matter was managed, for the King 

| onthe Duke and the Duke were both abuſed, whereof aroſe hot and ſharp War, which 
| ut only to . : 

have ſent men endured thirteen or fourteen years. The King deſired greatly ro move theſe 

to theſeTowns Towns above named to rebellion, pretending (to the end he might have the 
| = x: teat better means to practiſe with them) that the Duke advanced his limits far- 
cauſe of the ther than the Treaty would bear : whereupon Ambaſſadors ran to and fro, 

Dukes Tcl. who under colour of their Ambaſſage praftiſed continually as they paſſed 

prayed in aid through theſe Towns, to the end above mentioned, In the ſaid Towns were 

of um 3 no Garriſons, but all was quiet both in the Realm, in Barganay, and in Brj- 
reign. tain, And the Duke of Guren lived to all mens judgwent in great amity with 
the King his Brother. Notwithſtagding when the King firſt moved this 
W ar, his meaning was not to take one or two of theſe Towns only, bur he 
ſought to ſtir all the Duke of Berguzdies Subjets to rebellion, truſting to ar- 
chieve his Ennterpriſe by this means. Divers to obtain his favour entertain. 
ed theſe practiſes, and reported their imtelligence to be far greater than ir 
was: for one promiſed to take this Town, another that, and yet indeed all 
was nothing, Wherefore notwithſtanding that the King had juſt cauſe to be 

1 diſpleaſed for his evil uſage at Peronne, yet if he had thought this Enterpriſe 

| would have fallen none otherwiſe out than it did, he would not have bro: 
ken the Treaty nor moved : for he had made the Peace to be proclaimed at 

Paris three months after his return into his Realm, and began this War 

with ſome fear, but the great hope he had conceived thereof pricked him 

forward : and mark | pray you what cunning he uſed to further it. The Earl 
of Saint Paul Conſtable of France, (a very wile man) and certain of the Nuke 
of Guien his Servants, with divers others, defired rather war than peace be- 
tween theſe two great Princes, for two reſpes : The one, they feared leſt 
their great Offices and Penſions ſhould be diminiſhed, if peace continued, 

For you ſhall underſtand that the Conſtable had under his charge four hun- 

dred;men of Arms or Lances paid by his own hands every Muſter, without 

Controuler : further beſides rhe Fee and Profits of his Office, he had an 

yearly Penſion of thirty thouſand Franks and better, and received alſo the 

Revenues of many goodly places that he kept. 

The other reſpect was this,they ſought to perſwade the King,and talked 


1470, 


head 


aiſo to like purpoſe among themſelves, that his diſpoſition was ſuch, that his 
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head could never be idle, whereforeunleſs he were buſted with great Princes 
abroad he would be in hand with his Servants and Officers at home. For theſe 
two reaſons therefore they ſought to intangle him with wars ; whereunto 
the better to perſwade him,the Conſtable'promiſed to take St. Quintin at all 
times when he liſted, becauſe his LandsTay round'abourir,vannting further 
that he had great intelligence in Flanders and Braba5t,' lo far forth that he 
would make a number of Towns to revolt from the'Dnke. The Duke of G#- 
enne alſo being there preſent and all his principal Setvanrs,offered very ear- 


T3 


neſtly, and promiſed very faithfully to ſerve the King ja this quarrel; and to 


lead with them four or five hundred men of Arms thattheſaid Duke had in 


ordinary pay : but their drift was other than. the King ſuppoſed,as herea frer =! : | 
you ſhall hear: The King,becauſe he would ſeem toproceed with.due advice -:.. 


and deep conſideration.called a Parliament of the threeEſtates of his Realm 


at Tours, in the months of March and he ia the year 1470, which was the 
firſt and laſt Parliament thatever he aſſembled, But to this Parliament came 
only ſuch as were purpoſely named, and ſuch as the K. knew would not gain- 
ſay him in-any point. There he cauſed divers enterpriſes to be diſcovered, 
that the Duke of Burgundy had attempted againſt the Crown, and made the 
Earl of Ex openly to complain of him, (aying,that the D.detained from him 
contrary to all Law and Equity St, Yalery and certain other Lands, that he 
the ſaid Earl held of the D as parcels of the _— ——— and the 
County of Poxthien, the only cauſe whereof was, for that a little Ship of war 
of Eu had taken a Flemmiſh Hoy iaden with Merchandiſe, the loſs whereof 
the Earl offered to repair, further adding, that the D. would conſtrain him 
to do him homage, and give him his faith againſt all men, none excepted, 
which he would never do,becauſe it ſhould be prejudicial to the K.eſtate, Ac 
this Aſſembly were diyers Lawyers as well of the Parliament of Paxy: as other 
places, who concluded according to the Kings pleaſure,that the D.ſhould be 
ſummoned to appear in the Parliamentat Pars. The King knew well that he 
would anſwer diſdainfully, or do ſomewhat prejudicial to the authority of 
the Court, whereby he ſhould have the juſter pretence of war againſt him, 
Thus the D. being in Gan? was ſummoned as he went to Maſs by a Purſe- 

vant of the Parliament to appear at Pars: wherewith he was much abaſhed 
and diſcontented, and cauſed the Purſevant forthwith to be apprehended 

and committed to ward, where he remained certain days, but in the end was 

diſmiſſed and ſent home, Thus you ſee what preparation was made to in- 

vade the D. of Burgundy, who being advertiſed thereof, levied a great band 

of men paid with home wages (as they termed them) which was a trifle they 
received to be jn a readineſs in their own houſes. Notwithſtanding they mu- 
ſtred monthly in the Towns where they dwelt, and received their pay. Bar 

at three or four months end the Duke waxed weary of 'the charge, and dil- 

miſſed theſe men, baniſhing all fear becaufe the King ſent often to him, and 
ſo departed into Holland, He entertained'no ſouldiers in ordinary pay for the 

ſafety of his Country, neither held any Garriſons in the frontire Towns, 

whereof enſued great inconvenience : for there was daily practiſing in 4Am- 

ens, Abbeville, and St. Qzintin to yield them again to the King, The Duke 
being in Holland was advertiſed by Fohn late Duke of Zourbox that ſhortly 
war ſhould be made upon him as well in Burgundy as in Picardy, and that the 
King had great intelligence not only in his Dominions, but alſo in his houſe: 


b This ſea was 
one of the 


with the which Meſſ:zoe he was marveloufly abaſhed : for he was utterly ſircams of the 


O 


unfurniſhed of men of war,becauſe he had diſcharged the Band above men- Riverof. Rhens 
") thar environ 


tioned, Wherefore in great haſte he paſſed the ſea» and went into Arrow, wlland. 


and 
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The Third Book of 
and thence ſtraight to Hedin, where he entred into jealoufie both of ſome of 
his ſervants, and alſo of thoſe practices that were entertained in the Towns 
above mentioned : but his preparation for the wars went but ſlowly for. 
ward. For he believed not all that was told him, Notwithſtanding he com. 
manded two of the chiefeſt Citizens of Amieys whom he ſuſpeRed for theſe 
Treaties to repair unto him, who ſo cunningly excuſed themſelves, that he 
diſmiſſed them without farther inquiry, Immediately after, certain of his 
ſervants fled out of his houſe,namely.the Baſtard Ba/dwzn © and others, which 
cauſed him to fear a greater train to be behind. Wherefore incontinent he 
made Proclamation that all men ſhould be in a readineſs, but becauſe Win- 
ter was begun,and he but newly returned out of Holland,few ſtirred. 


departure was for that he had attempted with others corrupred by the King to poyſon the Duke : notwithſtanding afterward 
he recovered his favour, and was taken Priſoner at the Battel of Nancy. Meyer. 


CHAP. II. 


How the Towns of St. Quintin ad Amiens were yielded to the King : and for what 


cauſes the (onſtable nouriſhed the war between the King and the Dake of Burgundy, 


Wo days after his Servants departure,which was in the Month of De. 
cember the year 1470.the Conſtable entred into St. Quintize,and ſwore 


z&8#ate, for he had no force with him, but had ſent all his ſervants abroad 
Fry ſter men in his Dominions: Notwithſtanding with thoſe few he could 
levy, being four or five hundred Horſe, he went to Dour/ans,minding to keep 
Amiens from revoltipg. There he abode five or ſix days, all the which ſpace 
they in Amiens continually praftiſed. The Kings Army, lying not far off, 
ſhewed it ſelf before the Town, and was once refuſed, for part of the Citi- 
zens held for the Duke : wherefore the Duke ſent thither to make his lodg- 
ing, and if he had been ſo ſtrong that he might have adventured to enter in 
Perſon, the Town had never been loſt, but he was afraid tro go thither weak- 
ly accompanied : notwithſtanding that divers of the Town required him ſo 
to do, But when they of the contrary Faction ſaw his fear that he durſt nor 
enter the Town, they executed their enterpriſe, and received the Kings 
Forces. They of Abbeville thought to do the like, but the Lord of Cordes en- 
tred in thither for the Duke,and prevented their purpoſe. Dourlans is diſtant 
from Amicns but five ſmall Leagues, wherefore the Duke was forced to de- 
part thence, ſo ſoon as he underſtood of Amiens revolt : from thence there- 
fore he went to Arras in great haſte and fear, doubting the execution of di- 
vers other ſuch enterpriſes, the rather for that he ſaw himſelf environed 
with the Conſtables kinsfolks and friends: farther becaufe the baſtard Bay- 
dowin was fled, he entred into ſuſpicion of his other brother the great baſtard 
of Burgandy : notwithſtanding his Forces repaired to him by little and litele, 
The King thought now that all had been his own, ſuppoſing the advertiſe- 
ments to be true that the Conſtable and the reſt had given him of their in- 
telligences,whereupon if he had not hoped, he would have wiſhed this enter- 
priſe nnbegun. 


It is meet I ſhould here declare what moved the Conſtable and the Duke. 


of Guienne conſidering the great favours, curteſies, and benefits the Duke 
of Gaienne had received at the Puke of Burgunajzes hands, to kindle the fire be. 
tween theſe two Princes that lay at reſt in their Dominions, and which 


way this War could turn to their profit. Somewhat I ſpake hereof before, | 
ſaying, that they didir to be inthe more aflurance of their Eſtates and 


Offices, 


the Town to the King. Then the Duke perceived his affairs to be in | 
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Philip d& Commines, 
Offices; For they feared if the King lived in peace he would keep ſome ſtir 
among them. Notwithſtanding this was not the only cauſe that moved 
chem. Bur you ſhall underſtand that the Duke of Gyienne and they had been 
earneſt ſuters to conclude a marriage between. the ſaid Duke of Guienne, and 
the Duke of Purgundics only Daughter and Heir ( for Son he had none) 
which matter they had often moved to the Duke,who in words ſhewed him- 
ſelfnot unwilling thereunto, yet notwithſtanding would never conclude ir, 
but entertained others alſo in hope thereof. Now mark how theſe men 
ſought ro atchieve their enterpriſe by conſtraining the Duke of Burgundy to 
this marriage. Immediately after.theſe two Towns were taken,and the Duke 
gone tO Arras tolevy Forces with all ſpeed: the Duke of Guiexne ſent a ſe- 
cret Meſſenger to him, who brou ht him three lines written with the ſaid 
Dukes own haad,foulded up in a {mall lump of Wax, and containing theſe 


words : Endeavor your ſelf to appeaſe your Subjetts, and you ſhall not fail of friends, 


Farther the Duke of Burgundy being at the firſt in exceeding great fear,ſent to 
the Conſtable,defiring him toſhew himſelf favourable,and not to preſs for- 
ward this War begun without any defiance made. At the which meſſage the 
Conſtable greatly rejoyced, ſuppoſing that he now held the Duke im ſuch fear 
as he deſired, which to encreaſe,he ſent him a ſpeedy and diſcomfortable an- 
ſwer, the effect whereof was,that his Eſtate ftood in marvelous danger,ſo far 
forth that he ſaw no way for him to wind himſelf out of theſe troubles bur 
one: namely, by giving his Daughter in marriage to the Duke of Gaienne,, 


' which if he would do, he ſhould then be ſuccoured with great Forces : for 


both the Duke of Guiemne and divers other Lords would declare themſelves 
for him againſt the King, and he would reſtore him St.Quintin, and take his 
patt,otherwiſe he ſaid he durft do nothing, conſidering how ſtrong the King 
was, having both his Army very well appointed; and alſo great intelligence 
in the Dukes Dominions. This was the anſwer he ſent, with divers other 
fearful meſſages: But I never knew man in my life come to good end rhat 
ſought to put in fear and hold in ſubjection his Maſter, or any other great 
Prince with whom he had todo, as in the end the Conſtables example ſhall 
well declare. For notwithſtanding that the King were then his Maſter, and 
that. the, greateſt part of his Revenues lay,and all his Children were reſident 
in the Duke of 3argandies Dominions : yet continued he theſe practiſes 
a94inſt both theſe Princes, with intent to hold them both in fear each by 
other, which toſt him dearin the end, and no marvel. For notwithſtanding 
that every man deſires to live out of ſubjeion and fear, and that all men 
naturally hare thoſe that hold them in awe: yet none ſo extremely as 
Princes. For I never knew Prince that hated not mortally all thoſe thar 

ſought to put him in fear, — | EE 2 
After the Cuke of Zurgundy had received the Conſtables anſwer, he percei. 
ved well no friendſhip to be in him, and farther that he was the only Author 
of this War. Whereupon he conceived ſo extreme hatred againſt him,that 
after this he conld never brook him, eſpecially becauſe by theſe fearful me(- 
ſages he ſought co conſtrain him to marry his Daughter ar his pleaſure : a 
vain attempt, For before the return of the Conſtables anſwer,the Duke had 
recovered his ſpirirs, and had a.great Army with him, You may ealily per- 
ceive both by the Meſſage ſent by the Duke of Guienne firſt, and che Conſta- 
bles anfwer afterward, that this was a compa matter between them, and 
the rather for thac the like Meſſage,or a more dreadfal,came ſoon after from 
the Duke of 3rirain, who ſent alſo to the Kings ſervice a hundred Britons all 
tneni of Arms under che leading of the Lord of Zeſeat, Wherefore we may 
| H 2 boldly 
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boldly ſay that this War was moved only to conſtrain the Dake of arg andy 
to conclude this Marriage, and that they did bur abuſe the King in perſwa- 
ding him tobeginW ar: for they were all in a'manner lies that they told him 
of their intelligence$in the Dukes Dominions, Notwithſtanding,in this voy. 
age the Conſtabledid the King great ſervice, and ſhewed extreme malice 
againſt the Duke of Burgundy, knowing that the- Duke had conceived mortal 
hatred againſt him, The Duke of Guienze allo ſerved the King in theſe Wars 
very well accompanied, ſo that the Duke of Burgundy ſtood upon hard terms, 
Bur ifat the firſt he would have aſſured his Daughter to the Duke of Guienze, 
both the ſaid Duke of Geze-xe, ithe Conſtable, and divers other Noblemen 
with all their Adherents would have revolted to him againſt the King, and 
done their endeavour to have pulled him upon his knees. Bur whatſoever 
man purpoſeth in ſuch caſes,God diſpoſeth afterward of them at his pleaſure, 


CHAP. IIL 


How the Duke of Burgundy took Piquigny, and afterward found means to make 
truce with the King for a year to the Conſtables great grief. 


On have heard at large the cauſe of this War, at the beginning 

Y whereof both the Princes were blinded, invading each other, and nei- 
ther of them knowing the cauſe why, which was a marvelous cun- 

ning of the contrivers of this enterpriſe. For a man might have pronounced 
the old-Proverb of theſe two Princes: That the one part of the world was 
not acquainted with the others manners nor a&tions. All theſe affairs above 
| rehearſed lince the beginning of theſe Wars, chanced ina very ſhort ſpace, 
for within leſs than fifteen days afrer the taking of Amrens, the Duke pur 
himſelf into the field near to Arras, ( for farther he retired not ) and from 
thence marched to the River of Somr, and lo ſtraight ro Pigupny, but ups 
on the way thither he met with a-Meſſenger of the Duke of 3riaiaon foor, 
who advertiſed hiu. from the Duke kis Maſter that the King had given his 
ſaid Miſtcr to underſtand of divers ſecrers,and 2mong others of inte]ligences 
he had in many gieat Towns of his Dominions? namely, Antwerp, Bruper, 
and Bruxels, adding alfo that the King was determined to come and beftege 
him into what Town ſoever he ſhould retire, were it even into Gaunt, All 
the which Advertiſements I ſuppoſe the Duke of Britain ſent in favour of 
the Duke of Gutenne, hoping thereby to further much the Marriage above 
mentioned. Burt the Duke of Bargandy took this M fſige in evil part, and 
forthwitfi diſpatched the M:fſenger, willing him to tell his Maſter that he 
was miſinformed by ſome evil ſervants about him, who put theſe fears and 
doubts into his head, to the end he ſhould not aid him as he was bound by 
their League. And farther, that he knew not what Towns Gaz and the 
other Cities were: in the which he ſaid the King would come to beſiege 
him,for they were too great to be beſieged: he bad him further to inform his 
Maſter in what ſort he found him accompanied, and to advertiſe him that 
the world went otherwiſe with him than he ſuppoſed, for he was derermined 
to paſs the River of Somme, and to fight with the King, if he would come 
to ſtop him upon the way. Laſtof all, he willed him to defire his M iſter 
on his behalf ro joyn with him againſt the King, and to ſhew himleif a 
friend to the Duke of 'Bargundy, as he had ſhewed himſelf to him by the 
Treaty of Peroyne. The next day the Duke of Burgundy approached near to 
a Town upon the River Somme called Piquigny, the feat whereof was mar- 
velous ſtrong,, There he determined-to make a Bridge to pals the ſaid Rivyer, 
; | bur 
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p- but four or five hundred frank Archers, and certain Gentlemen, who by 
| chance lodged at that preſent in the Town, ſeeing. the Duke. paſs by, ſalli- 
' ed our to theskirmiſh upon a long Cauſey, and ifſyed forth,.ſo far from the 
- place, that thereby they gave the Dukes men occaſion to purſue them, who 
followed them ſo ſpeedily that they flew a great, number of them, before 
they could retire into the Town, and took the Subuibs into the which the 
Cauſey led. Then four or five Pieces of artillery were bent againſt the Town, 
notwithſtanding that it were impregnable on thar fide, for that the River 
ran between the Town and the Dukes battery, But theſe. frank Archers 
fearing ( becauſe they ſaw the Bridge in hand) to be beſieged alſo on the 
other fide, abandoned the place and fled, The Caſtle held our two or three 
days, and then yielded by compoſition, and the Souldiers departed in their 
doublets and their hoſe, The good ſucceſs of this ſmall exploit ſo much en- 
couraged the Duke that he led his Army before Amiens, where he built rwo 
or three lodgings,ſaying that he would keep the field,to ee if the King durſt 
come to fight with him,and in the end approached with his Artillery fo near 
the Town, thar it ſhot at random overandintoit : in the which eſtate he lay 
there at the leaſt ſix weeks. Within the Town was the Conſtable and all the 
ceat Officers of the Realm : namely, the Lord great Maſter, Admiral,Mar- 
tial, Seneſchals, and others, accompanied with 14oo men of Arms,and 4009 
frank Archers. The King in the mean time lying at Peaxvais. made a great 
muſter, being accompanied with the Duke of Gaienze his brother,and NV:icho- 
{zz Duke of Calabria, Son and Heir to Foha Duke of Calabria and Lorrain, and 
only Heir of the Houſe of Azjou. Farther,all the Nobles of the Realm ſubj«& 
to the Arriereban were come thither to him, who travelled earneſtly ( as I 
have been {ince informed) tounderſtand the bottom of this enterpriſe, for 
they ſaw the troubles ſo far from pacification that the King was now more 
buſted with Wars than ever. They within Amiens determined to aſſail the 

Duke of Burgandy and his Army *, if the King would ſend his Forces, being * Ofthis Ar- 

at Beauvau,to joyn with them. But the King being advertized of this enter- herds meds 

priſe, ſent forthwith ro countermand it : for notwithſtanding that in all ap- theDuke of 

| pearance the ſucceſs thereof was like to be good: yet was it not altogether #97bons Ad- 

void of danger, eſpecially for thoſe that ſhould have ſallied : for confider- -- on 


ing that they muſt all have iſſued forth on foot, and at two Gates,one of the Duke of 3u- 


Lene Co bs. x 
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. mW . © 2ndy mentl- 
which was hard by the Dukes Camp: if happily they had been repulſed, tliey $edin the 
ſhould have put both the Town and themſelves in great hazard.In che mean firſt Chapter 
time the Duke ſent one of his Pages tothe King called Simon of Quingy, af- of this Book, 

k . X , . { 1t was led by 
terward Bayliff of Troy with a Letter of fix lines written by his own hand, the Earl paus 
wherein he humbled himſelf co him, ſaying, that he was very ſorry he had  & a 

. R . Urge, SoOnto 
thus invaded him for ot her mens pleaſures, which he ſuppoſed he would te Ear of 
not have done, if he had been well informed of their practiſes. The Kings Montpeufeer; 
Army ſent into Burgundy, had defeated all the force of the Country in Bar- 1 wala 
tel; and taken many Priſoners, The number of the ſlain was not great, but read 41a. 
the diſcomfiture was great, in ſuch ſort that the Kings Forces had already --> Page 
taken ſome places, and befieged other ſome, wherewith the Duke was ſome- **” 


what abaſhed, notwithſtanding he made the contrary to be bruited in his 


Camp, ſaying that his Army had obtained the Vidory, | > The reaſon! 
Whea the King had read the Dukes Letter above mentioned, he rejoyced was becauſe 
he perceived 


much thereat, both becauſe of the reaſon above alleadged *,and alſo for that jc intcYiger- 
he ſoon waxed weary of all long enterprizes. Wherefore he gave him a ces of the” | 
"To ſpeed C d direQed a C : JR. . .- » Conſtable and 
Fo peedy antwer, and directed a Commiſhon to certain in Amiexs, authorizing qo g oye 
FF them thereby to treat of truce, Whereupon divers truces were concluded unrae. 
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one afrer another for four and five days: and in the end one, fo far as I re- 
member, for a year,to the Conſtables great diſcontentation: for undoubred. 
ly whatſoever men have thought or can think co the contrary, he was then 
mortal enemy to the Duke,and many hot words pafſed between them in ſuch 
ſort, that after this they never were friends as the ſequel well declared. True 
it is that they ſent afterward one to another, bur all for practice ſake, and 
each to make his profit by the other. For all that the Dake did was only to 
recover St. Quintin, which the Conſtable ever when he ſtood in fear of the 
King promiſed to reftore, and ſome of theſe Treaties between them I have 
known ſo far advanced, that the Dukes men upon the Conſtables promiſe to 
ro be received, have come within two or three Leagues of the Town. But 
when the matter ſhould be executed, he ever continued in his accuſtomed 
diflimulation, and ſent a countermand ; which his double dealing coſt him 
dearin the end. He thought becauſe of the ſeat of the Town, the great num. 
ber of men he had under his charge paid out of the Kings Coffers, and the va- 
riance between theſe two Princes ( which himſelf nouriſhed ) to hold them 
both in fear, but this enterprize was too too dangerous : for they were both 
coo great, too ſtrong, and too ſubril. 
When theſe Armies were diſmiſſed, the King returned into the Count 

of Toxrain,the Duke of Guienne into his own Country, and the Duke of 3a - 
gundy into his: in the which eſtate theſe affairs remained awhile, The ſaid 


« This afſem- Dake of Burgnndy afſembled-all the Eſtates of his Dominions *<,and declared ' 


o os frns unto them what damage he had received by not having Souldiers in ordina- 


Avryer. ry pay as the King had : alleadging that if there had been but five hundred 
men in a readineſs to defend the Frontiers, the King would never have mo- 
ved this War,but they ſhould have lived in peace. He ſhewed further what 
_ dangers they were like to fall into if this inconvenience were not 

peedily redrefled : and preſſed them earneſtly for the paymer of eight hun- 
___ dred light horſe. 'In the end they agreed to give him a Subſidy of fixſcore 

«Burthis thouſand Crowns *over and aboveall other duties they yearly paid him, in 

Subſidy of : ©” : , 

120000 the which Subſidy Burgundy was not comprehended, But his (aid Subjes for 

Crowns was divers reſpects feared to put themſelves into ſuch ſubjeion and flavery, as 

RN.” they ſaw the Realm of Fraxce in by reaſon of theſe men of Arms: which 

years. Meyer. their fear was not without cauſe: for after the Duke had obtained five or 

ci number, and began to attempt more boldly againſt his neighbours, in ſuch 
ſort, that in the end theſe z20000 Crowns grew to 500000, and the number 
of his men of Arms augmented ſo exceſſively, that his Subjects were greatly 
charged for their maintenance, To ſay my fancy of theſe ordinary men of 

Arms,I think under a wiſe Prince they be well imployed,bur if he be other- 

wiſe, or happily at his death leave his Children in their minority, the ſervice 

wherein their Governours imploy them is not always profitable neither 
for the King, nor for his Subjects, The hatred between the King and the 

Duke diminiſhed nor, bur ſtill endured. Further, the Duke of Guienze being 
© The Duke returned into his Country, ſent often to the Duke of Burgnzdy entertaining 
defired no tj] his ſute for his Daughters marriage, who fed him continually with fair 

Son, becauſe : oy - ; : 

odd this words, as he did every other man that required her. And I think verily that 

Daughters he neither was deſirous of a Son <,neither would have married his Daughter 

me  Quring his life : but have kept her to entertain men, thereby to obtain their 

have ſtood . friendſhip and aid, For he had fo many greatenterprizes in his head,rhar all 

64 I gan his life time could not ſuffice to atchieve them, and thoſe adventures almoſt 

"4 xY impoſſible to be compaſled : for half Europe would not have contented him. 


He 


Pag: 348.2nd £5 hundred men of Arms in ordinary, he ſought continually to increaſe the 
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' but ſeem toreaſon of Divinity before a Door thereof. But I will rudely 
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He had courage enough to attempt any thing, his body was able to efidure 
as much labour and travel as was needfyl, he was farniſhed both of men 
and money, but he lacked fineneſs and cunning fafficient for the managing 
of his affairs, And what Prince ſoever defireth to be grear ( notwithſtanding 
that he be accompliſtied with all other good parts:)yet ifhe lack an excellent 
wit all is to no purpoſe, which undoubtedly proceedeth of the meer grace of 
God. To be ſhort, if part of the Dukes vertues and part of the King our 
Maſters had been tempered together, they would have made a perfect 
Prince : for undoubtedly in wit the King far excelled hitn, as well appeared 


in the end. | 


CHAP, IV. 


Of the Wars among the Princes of England dwing theſe troubles between King Lewis 
and Charles Duke of Burgundy. 


Princes, namely our King,the King of England,and the Duke of Burgauxnay, —_— 

livedallin one Age: in the which diſcourſe, I will not obſerve the Hiſto- thy? Engliſh 
riographers uſual order in writing, who ſet down the certain years and days _— 
when each thing hapned, neither will I vouch examples out of the ancient 1455 & 1476 


Hiſtories, for you know them better than my ſelf, and in ſo doing I ſhould 


[ Muſt now diſcourſe of Edward King of England, becauſe theſe three great Note that from 


advertiſe you of all that I have ſeen, known or heard, of theſe Princes of 
whom] write. You live in the ſelf-ſame Age that all theſe things hapned, 
wherefore me think it needleſs ſo exactly to note the hours and ſeaſons, 

I have before rehearſed what occaſion moved the Duke of Burgundy to 
marry King Edwards Siſter, and ſaid it was principally to fortifte himſelf 
againſt the King, otherwiſe he would never have done it, for the great affe- 
Con he bare to the Houſe of Lancaſter, whereof he was deſcended by his mo- 
ther : for ſhe was Daughter to the King of Poxragal, and her mother Daugh- 
ter to the Duke of Lancaſter *, fo that as fervently as he loved the Houſe of = p1117pe, 
Lancafter,as extremely hated he the Houſe of York, Bur you ſhall underſtand Yavghter ro | 
that at the time of this Marriage, the Houſe of Lazcaffer was utterly de- Es 
ſtroyed, and the Houſe of York no more ſpoken of, For King Edward being married ro 
both King and Duke of York reigned peaceably. During the Civil Wars be- —_— 
tween theſe two Houſes, were fought in Exg/and ſeven or eight cruel Bat- had ue by 
rels, and 'in them lain three or fourſcore Princes and Lords of the bloud 1 _ 
Royal, as before is rehearſed in this Hiſtory, The reſt that eſcaped being all Duke Charles 
young Lords, whoſe Fathers died in theſe Battels above mentioned, lived as 
baniſhed men in the Duke of Burgundies Court, who received them as his 
Kinſmen of the Houſe of Laxcaſter, before his marriage with King Edwards ,,"**%4s 
Siſter, Ihave ſeen them in ſogreat miſery before they came to the Dukes Duke == 4 
knowledge, that thoſe that beg from door to door were not in poorer eſtate 9 whole | 
than they: for I once ſaw a Duke of Exceſter run on foot bare legged after the Siftes ro Kg | 
Duke of Zurgurdtes train, begging his bread for Gods ſake,but he utrered not E414 the 
his name. He was the neareſt of the Houle of Zaxzcafter, and had married tres | 
King Eawaras Siſter », but when he was known, the Duke gave him a ſmall was Zlirabeth | 
Penfion to maintain his eſtare, They of the Houſe of Sommerſet, and divers 2789 © 
others were there in lik ho di in Re tos 

| e manner, who died all afterwards in the Wars. Lancaſter by 

Their Fathers and Kinſmen had ſpoiled and deſtroyed the Realm of Frazce, ©" ——_ | 
214 poſlefled the oreateſt part thereof many years, and afterwards flew one without bake 


another, 
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another, and thoſe that remained alive in Emg/and and their Children have 
died as you have ſeen. Yet men ſay, that God puniſheth nor now as he did 
in the Children of 7/ae/s time, but ſuffereth evil men and evil Princes to 
live unpuniſhed. | 

True it is that he threatneth not now by expreſs Meſſengers as he did 
then : for he hath lefr examples enough to inſtruft us. Notwithſtanding you 
may perceive by theſe difcourſes, joyning thereto the great knowledge you 
have beſides, that of evil Princes and ſuch as have authority in this world, 
and abuſe it tocruelty or tyranny, few or none eſcape unpuniſhed though it 
happen not by and by after the fault committed, neither ſo ſoon happily as 
thoſe that are aflited deſire. Bur to return to King Edward, the chief man 
in Engl/andthat maintained the Houſe of York was the Earl of warwick. And 
on the other ſide the greateſt Champion of the Houſe of Lancaſter was the 
Duke of Somerſet, The ſaid Earl of warwick might juſtly be called King 
Edwards Father, as well for the training of him up, as alſo for the great ſer- 
vices he-did him, for the which the King had alſo highly advanced him, for 
beſides his own inheritance, which was great, he held goodly Lands of the 
Kings gifr,as well Crown Lands,as Lands forfeited by Attaindor. Farther, 
he was Deputy of Calaz, and had divers other great Offices, ſo that I have 
heard his yearly Revenues valued at fourſcore thouſand Crowns, beſides his 
own Inheritance. Bur in the end he fell art variance with the King his Ma- 
ſter, about a year ( as I gueſs ) before the Duke of Zurgunazes coming before 


Amiens: which breach the ſaid Duke furthered to the utrtermoſt of his ' 


power. For the Earls great Authority in Ezg/ava much diſcontented him, be- 
{ides that they two were not friends, for the Earl had continual intelligence 
with the King our Maſter. To be ſhort, about this preſent, or nor long be- 
fore, the Earl of Warwicks Force was ſo great, that he ſeized the King his 
Maſter into his hands, and pur to death divers Perſonages that he highly fa- 
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( the third being alſo in great danger ) and with them divers other Knights, 
He entercained.the King his Maſter for a ſeaſon very honourably,and placed 
new Servants about him, ſuppoſing that through ſimplicity he would ſoon 
forget the old, The Duke of Zurguzay, being not a little troubled with this 
adventure, practiſed ſecretly how King Edward might eſcape, and they two 
commune together, which enterpriſe had ſo good ſucceſs, that the King 
eſcaped indeed, and levied men, and defeated certain of the Earls Bands. 
He was a fortunate Prince in the field : for he won at the leaſt nine great 
Battels, fighting himſelf on foot in every one of them. The Earl of warwick 
unable to make reſiſtance, advertized his Friends what they ſhould do, and 
embarked at leiſure, being accompanied with the Duke of Clarence,who had 
married hisDavghter,and-took part with him, notwithſtanding that he were 
King Edwards Brother. They tranſported with them both Wives and Chil- 
dren, and a great Band of men,and failed ſtraight rowards (ala ; within the 
which was the E.Lieutenant, named the Lord of Yaucler *, and divers of the 
(aid Earls Houſhold Servants, who inſtead of receiving their Maſter preſen- 
ted him the Canon, Further you ſhall underſtand, thar as they lay at anchor 
before the Town, the Dutchets of Clarence, Daughter to the Earl of warwick, 
was delivered of a Son, and great intreaty was made before Yauclcy. and the 
reſt of the Town, would ſuffer two Flaggons of Wine to be brought forth 
to her, which was great extremity of the ſervant towards the Miſter, For 
itis to be ſuppoſed that the Earl chought himſelf well aſſured of this place, 
which is the very Key of Exz/and: and the goodlicſt Caprainſhip, in mine 

opinion, 
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opinion in the world,ar the leaſt in Chriſtendom: which I dare boldly avow, 
becauſe I was there divers times during theſe Wars, and heard alſo the 
Major of the Staple report, that he would willingly farm yearly the Depu- 
tiſhip of Cala of the King of Epg/azd for fifteen thouſand Crowns. For.the 
Deputy receiveth the-profits of all that they have on this fide the Sea, and 
of all ſafe condycts, and placeth alſo the greateſt paxt of the Garriſon at his 
leaſure. *' | | | BRETT —2£ 
The King of England favoured hjghly the Lord of Yaucler for this refuſal 
made to his Captain, and granted him by his. Letters Parents the Deputi- 
ſhip of Cala for himſelf, which the Earl his Maſter before held : for he was 
2 wiſe and an ancient Knight, and one of the Order of the Garter, The 
Duke of Burgundy alſo, who then lay at St.Omer,conceived a marvelous good 
opinion of him ſo far forth thar he ſent me to him, granting: him a yearly 
Penſion of a thouſand Crowns, and deſiring - him to continue a true and 
faithful Servant to the King his Maſter as he had begun; which at my com- 
ing thither I found him fully determined to do, ſo that he ſwore in Staple 
Inn in Calais ( laying his hand within mine ). to be faichful and crue to King, 
Edward, and to ſerve him againſt all men. Thelike Oath all the Town,and 
all che Garriſon ſwore alſo. Farther, I was by the ſpace of two months al- 
moſt continually reſident at Cala, at the leaſt poſting daily between Ca/azs 
and Bullen to entertain the ſaid Yaucler.: for you ſhall underſtand ther during 
theſe Engliſh troubles. the Duke of Burgundy came to Bulley where he pre- 
pared a great Army by Sea againſt.the Earl of warwick, who at his deparrure 
from Ca/ais took many Ships of the Dukes Subjects, which advanced for- 
ward the War between the King of Frazce and us. For the Earls men-ſold 
rhe Booty in Normandy 2 whereupon: the Duke of Burgundy arreſted all the 
French Merchants that came to the Mart at 4xrwerp.: : Now becaulſte .it is$ 
meet to underſtand as well the cunnihg and {ubril, as the juſt and uprighc 
dealing of the World, (not to practiſe them. bur to know how to 1void 
them) I will rehearſe unto you a fleight or ſubrilty (term it as you liſt} 
that was cunningly conveyed. Farther I would that men (hould underſtand 
the practiſes as well of our Neighbours as of our ſelves, . to. the end it may 
appear that in all places are both good and. bad. When the Earl of 
#4arwick came before Calais, thinking to enter intoit as his only refuge : the 
Lord of Yaucler, being a very wiſe Gentleman, ſent him word that if he en» 
tred the Town he ſhould c:ſt away himſelf : conſidering that all Eze/azd,the 
Dake of Burgundy, the People of the Town, and a great part of the Garri- 
ſon, namely, the Lord of Dara: Marſhal there for the King of Engl2ns, and 


* divers others that had men in the Town were his enemies:: wherefore his 


beft way ſhould be to retire into Fraxces; andas touching the Town of Calais 
he willed him not to trouble himſelf, for he wonld yield him good account 
thereof when time and occaſion ſhould ſerve. He did his Captain good ſer- 
vice by giving him this advice, but ſhewed himſelf thereby a very Fades 
ro the King his Maſter. For undoubtedly a more trayterous part was never 
played, confidering both that the King of Z:g/and4 had made him Deputy 
of - Town of Calas, and the Dake of Burgundy given him ſo large a 
Penſion. | | ; 
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How by King Lewis hic aide, the Earl of Warwick chaſed King Edward out of 
Englandzto the Duke of Burgundies great grief,who received bim into bis Countries, 


& mandy, where the King honourably received him,and furniſhed 
v him largely of money for his mens expences,and appointed al- 
AS” fo the Baſtard of Bourboy Admiral of Fraxce, being well accom- 
SIE panied, to defend the Engliſhmen and. their Ships againſt the 
Duke of Burgandies Navy, which was ſomighty and ſtrong that no man durſt 
ſtir in theſe narrow Seas for fear of it, making war upon the Kings Subj-&s 
both by Sea and Land, and threatning them every where, All this hapned 
the Summer before the King ſurpriſed St.Quintine and Amrens, which was (as 
before you have heard) in the year 1470. The Duke of Burgaundies Navy 
above mentioned was ſtronger than the Kings and the Earls joyned together. 
For he had taken at S/uſe many great ſhips, of Spain, Portugal, and Gena, and 
divers Hulks of Alzmein, King Edward was a man of no great forecaſt, bur 
very valiant, and the beautifulleſt Prince that lived in his time. He rook no 
care for the Earl of Warwicks Landing as the Duke of &«7gundy did, who 
perceiving great tumults already in Exp/and ariſing in the Earls favour, ad- 
vertiſed the King often thereof. But he made ſmall account of any danger, 
neither feemed to fear his enemy : which ſure was great folly conſidering 
the great preparation he ſaw made againſt him. For the King armed all the 
ſhips to the Sea that he conld ger, and manned them well, and provided fur- 
niture alſo for the Engliſh men. | 
Befides this, he made a Marriage between the Prince of wales and the 
Earl of Warwicks ſecond Daughter, The ſaid Prince was only Son and 
Heir toKing Henry of England, who lived yet Priſoner in the Tower of Lox- 
don. This was a ſtrange Marriage when the Earl had depoſed and impriſoned 
the Princes Father,to cauſe him to marry his Daughter, and to entertain al- 
ſo the Duke of (arence, brother to the King of the other Faction, who had 
juſt cauſe to fear his own Eſtate if the Houſe of Lancaſter recovered the 
Crown. Thus we ſee thar ſuch enterpriſes are not atchieved withour difit- 
mulation. Ar the ſelf ſame time that this army above mentioned lay in a rea- 
dineſs to ſally into England, I was at Calais to entertain the Lord of raxcler, 


whoſe double dealing till that very inſtant I never perceived,notwithſtand- 


ing that it had now continued the ſpace of three months. But at that preſent* 
I defired him (becauſe of the news we heard) to put all the Earl of #warwicks 
houſhold ſervants being to the number of twenty or thirty out of the Town, 
alleadging that I was ſure the Kings Army and the Earls were ready to 
depart out of Normandy where they lay,and if the Earl ſhould happen ſudden- 
ly to land in Ezg/and, ſome ſuch tumult might ariſe in the Town of Calas by 
means of his ſervants.that he ſhould not beMaſter thereof, Wherefore I pref. 
ſed him earneſtly in all haſt to put them out of the Town, which he always 
heretofore promiſed me to do, but now he drew me afide, ſaying, that he 
would be Maſter of che Town well enough, and required me to do this meſ- 
ſage to the Duke of Burgundy, that if he would be a friend to the Realm of 
England he ſhould endeavour himſelf to make peace and nor war : which 
words he ſpake becauſe of the Navy the D. had on the ſea againſt the Earl of 
warwick, He told me farther, that peace might eafily be made, becauſe thar 
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day a Gentlewoman paſſed through Calice to go into Franieto the Dutcheſs 
of Clarence with certain overtures of peace from King Edward; And he ſaid 
true indeed, but as he abuſed others, even ſo was himſelf deceived by this 
Gentlewoman : for ſhe went about a great enterpriſe, which ſhe alſo atchie- 
ved to the prejudice of the Earl of warwick, and his whole FaQion. Of this 
fine practice, and all other that have been managed on this fide the ſea, 1 
write the more at large becauſe I am well aſſured that no man is able ro 
make truerreport of them than my felf, at the leaſt of choſe that have hap- 
ned within theſe twenty years. | 

The ſecret delivered to this woman, was to counſel the Duke of Clarexce 
not to cauſe the deſtruction of his own houſe, by ſetting up again the Houſe 
of Lencafter, but to remember their ancient hatred and'diviſion, adding that 
he might well aſſure himſelf that the Earl of warwick having married his 
Daughter to the Prince of wales,and already done homage to him, would by 
all means poſſible ſeek to make him King. This Gentlewoman fo wiſely exe- 
cuted the charge committed unto her,that ſhe won the Duke of Clarezce, who 
promiſed to revolt tothe King his brother immediately after his return into 
England. She was a woman well adviſed,and of few words,and becauſe of her 
Sex had leave granted her to paſs to her Miſtris eaſter than a man ſhould,and 
as crafty a fox as this Yaucter was,this woman went beyond him,and was the 
only contriver of the enterpriſe, wheteby the E.of warwick & his whole Fa- 
ion were utterly deſtroyed: wherefore it is no ſhame to be ſuſpicious and to 
have an eye upon thoſe that paſs to and fro,but great ſhame it is to be decei- 
ved, and undon through our own folly. Notwithſtanding ſuſpicions ought to 
bc grounded upon ſome good preſumption,for tobe too ſuſpicious is naught, 

You have heard already how the Earl of warwicks Army, and the Kings 
ſhips appointed to waft him over were in areadineſs to take ſea,and how the 
D.of Burgundies Navy being at Hancy lay prepated to aght with them.Butr ic 
pleaſed God ſo to diſpoſe of this voyage, that the ſelf ſame night ſo oreat a 
tempeſt aroſe that the Dukes Navy was forced to ſever: part whereof ran 
upon the coaſt of Scorland,and part into Holland: and not long after, the Earl 
having a good gale of wind, paſſed into.E-g/azd withont all danger. Thy 
Duke of Burgundy had advertiſed King Edward in what Port the Earl would 
land, and had ſent men purpoſely, to him to ſollicite him to look to himſelf : 
-bur he little regarding the danger, paſſed away the time in hunting, having 
none ſo near him as the Archbiſhop of York, and the Marqueſs of Montague, 
the Earl of warwicks brethren,who had promiſed and ſolemnly ſworn to ſerve 
him againſt their brother and all others, whereunto he gave credit. Immedi- 
ately after the Earls landing, great forces joyned with him : wherewith the 
King being much abaſhed,began then,(but all roolate)to look about him,and 
ſend word to the Duke of Burgundy, defiring him that his Navy might till 
keep the Sea to ſtop the Earl from retiring again into-Fraxce ( for upon the 
land he would match him well enough ) which meſſage pleaſed no man thar 
heard it : for it had been mach better to have kept him from landing, than 
to be conſtrained to hazard his Eſtate in battel when he was landed, Five or 
ſix days after the Earls arrival his power was ſo great, that he encamped 
within three Leagues of King Edward. Notwithſtanding the Kings force was 
greater than his,if all his men had been faichful & true, and lay alſo in camp 
to fight with him, Further you (hall underſtand that the King lodged ( as 
himſelf rold me)in a ſtrong Village,at the leaſt a ſtrong houſe into which no 
man could enter but by a draw-bridge, which was a happy chance for him + 


rhe reſt of his Army lay in other Villages round about, But as he ſate ar din- 
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ner, ſuddenly one came running in, and brought news that the Marqueſs of 
Montague the Earls brother & certain other were mounted on horſeback, and 
had cauſed all their men to cry, God ſave King Henry, Which meſſage ar the 
firſt the King believed not, but in 4ll haſte ſent other Meſſengers forth, and 
armed himſelf, and ſet men alſo at the barriers of his lodging to defend it. 
He was accompanied with the Lord Heſtings Lord. Chamberlain of Exglayd, 
2 wiſe Knight,and of the greateſt authority about him, who was married to 
the Earl of warwicks Siſter, yet notwithſtanding was true and faithful ro his 
Maſter, and had three thouſand horſe under his charge in the Kings Army as 
himſelf told me, With che King was alſo the Lord Scales the Queen of Eng- 
lands brother,and divers other valiaat Knights and Eſquires, who all percei- 
ved that this bufineſs went not well: for the meflengers brought word that 
the report was true,and that the enemies aſſembled to aſſaulc the King. 

But God ſo: provided for the King that he lodged hard by the ſea fide, 
near to a place where a little ſhip laden with ViRtuals that followed his Ar- 
my, and two Hulks of Holland fraughted with Merchandiſe lay at anchor: 
he had no other ſhift but to run toſave himſelf in one of them *. The Lord 
Camberlain ſtaid a while behind him, and talked with the Lieutenant of 
his Band, and divers other particular men in the Kings Army, willing them 
to go to the Enemies, but to bear true and faithful hearts to the King and 
him : which talk ended, he went aboard to the reſt being ready to depart. 
Now you ſhall underſtand that the cuſtom in Ezgland is, after the Vidtoty 
obtained, neither to kill nor ranſom any man, eſpecially of the vulgar ſort: 


knowing all men then to be ready to obey them, becauſe of their good ſnc- 


ceſs, Wherefore thoſe Souldiers after the Kings departure received no harm, 
Notwithſtanding King Edward himſelf told me, that in all battels that he 
won,ſo ſoon as he had;obtained victory he uſed to mount on horſeback, and 
cry to Save the people,and kill the Nobles: for of them few or none eſcaped. Thug 
fled King Edward the year 1476-with two Hulks and a little Boat of his own 
Country, accompanied with ſeven or eight hundred perſons, having none 
other apparel than that they wear in the wars,utterly unfurniſhed of money, 
and hardly knowing whirher they went.Strange it was to ſee this poor King 
(for ſo might he now well be called )to fly after this fort purſued by his own 
ſervants,and therather,for that he had by the ſpace of twelve or thirteen 
years lived in greater pleaſures and delicacies than any Prince in his time :; 
for he had wholly given himſelf to dames, hunting, hawking, and banquet- 
ting,in ſuch ſort that he uſed when he went a hunting in the ſummer ſeaſon, 
to cauſe many Pavilions to be pitched to ſolace himſelf there with the La- 
dies. And to ſay the truth his perſonage ſerved as well ro make court as any 
mans that ever I knew:for he was young,and as goodly aGentleman as lived 
in our Apge,I meanin this time of his adverſity : for afterward he grew mar- 
velous groſs.But behold now how he fell into the troubles and misfortunes of 
the world. He ſailed ſtraight cowards Holland,and at that time the Eaſterlings 
were enemies both to the Enz/iſh men and the French, and had many ſhips of 
war upon the ſea, whereupon they were much feared of the Exg/h men, and 
not without cauſe: for they were very good ſouldiers,andhad done them great 
harm that year,and taken many prizes. Theſe Eaſterlings deſcried afar off the 
ſhips wherein the King fled,and ſeven or eight of them began to make ſail af- 
ter him,but in vain : for he was far before them, and fell upon the Coaſt of 
Hellard,or ſomewhat lower: for he arrived in Freeze/and by a little town called 
Alquemare *, as near the which as was poſſible his Mariners caſt anchor : for 
becauſe jt was ebbing water they could not enter the haven, The Eaſterlings 
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came in like manner and anchored hard by them, minding to board themthe nexr 
tide, Thus we ſee that one miſchief nevericomerh without company. 

King Edwards good ſucceſs was now clean altered, and his thoughts quite 
changed : for notpaſt fifteen dayes before. this misfortune, he would little have 
believed him that had told him that the Earl of Farwzck ſhould. chaſe him 
our of England, and ſubdue the whole Realm in eleven dayes : for inthat ſmall 
ſpace he brought it ro due obedience, Further, he mocked the Duke of Bur- 
gurdje for ſpending his treaſure in defending the ſea: and wiſhed that the Earl were 
already landed in Ergland, Bit what excuſe could he make now for himſelf re- 
ceiving fo great a blow through his own fault, fave this that iuch a miſhap was 
not to be doubted : of which excuſe a-.Prince grown to'mans eſtate ought to be. 
aſhamed, for it will not ſerve, Wherefore let King Edwards example teach all 
Princes that think it ſhame rofear their enemies, tobe wiſe in time : for notwirh-. 
ſtanding thatche greateſt part of their ſervants throngh-cheir flattery' uphold their 
ſayings , and that themſelves alfo by ſuch words ſappoſe'to purchaſe anoopinion of 
orcat courage ,. yet ſure ( whatſoever is (aid ro their face } wiſe men account ſuch 
language but meer folly : forit is great honiour ito tear thiat which isto be feared , 
and to provide for it accordingly. Further; wiſe man in a Princes.company is a 
oreat treaſure-and jewel, if he may be believed and/have leaveto ſpeakthe truch, 

By chance-the Lord of Grateuſethe-Duke of Burgunates Licutenantin Holland 
was at that preſent in the place. where King Edwardarrived, whobeing advertiſed 
by certain that the King ſeat to land, both: of his arrival, and of the danger he was 
in of the Eaſterlings ,- gave .cbmmandment forthwith. to.the ſaid Eaſterlings nor | 


co couch him : and wear alto himſelf into rhe Kings ſhip to welcome him. . - And i« King» E- 
thus he landed (4) being accompanied with his brother the Duke of Glocefter $4 anded . 
( who afterward named himfelf King Richard) and a train of fiftetmhundred - of ORcters 


perſons. The King had-not one peny. about him, but gave the Maſter of the ſhip' #9. 


for his paſſage a goodly gown furredwith Martins, promiſing one day to-do him: 
a.go2d turn : and as touching his train never ſo poor a -.company:was ſeen; : 
Bur the Lord of Grazexſe dealt very.honourably with chem. : for he gavemuch 
parel among them, and'defrayed the'King to 'Za'Haye in Holand whither him-+ 
ſelf alſo waited upon hun. Afterward he advertiſed the: Duke' of Burgundie of 
this adventure, who was marvelloutly abaſhed art the newes, and hadmuch rather 
have heard of the Kings :death: for he feared the Earl of 17arwick, who was 
his, mortal enemy, and bare. now the;,whole ſway in Exg/and, The ſaid Earl 
ſoon after he was landed, found infinite numbers to take his part, For the Army 
that King Edward Jett behind him, what for love what for fear yielded to him, 
in ſuch ſort that every day his forces ericneaſed. And in this eſtate wear he to | 
Lon%n, where's, great nuinber of Knight,and Eſquires ( who afterward did King 
Edward 200d ſervice ) took Sanctuary,, a5-alo did the Queen his wife, :who was + 
there delivered ofa ſon in very poor cſtate;” - 55 WY; 
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- -Fleece;and the Duke the Garter. vm, | 
. . -The Duke forthwith ſent me back apiin to Calazs, accompanied with a gen- 
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How the Earl of Warwick took out of priſon King Henry of England, 


:-:Tower and took King Heyry out of Priſon, whom himſelf many 

years before had led thither, crying before him, Traytor, Traytor : 

| but now he called him his Soveraign Lord, and conveyed him to his 

.:.. palaceat Weſtminſter,where he ſer him under the cloth of eſtate in the 

Duke of ..Clarexces pretence, who little liked that fight, Farther he fent 
forthwith three or four hundred men to Calais ro ſpoil and forray the Coun- 
try of \Bouloxois, whom the Lord of Yaucler ( fo often above mentioned 3 
friendly received, and: made then open declaration : of. the gooJ will he had 


T He Earl immediately after his arrival at ZLoydoz,went forthwith to the 


abvayes born the Earl his Maſter. The ſame day that the Duke. received news . 


of the Kings arrival ins Holland, T was come from Calats to Bontey (where the 
Duke then lay, ) underſtanding nothing of this adventure, nor of the Kings 
flight, The Duke was firſt advertifed that he was dead, whereof: he forced nor 
ercatly, for-he loved the houſe of Zaxcaſter much better than the houſe of York. 
Beſides' that he had with him the Dukes of Zxcefter and Somerſet and divers 
other of King Hezries fattion, by whoſe means he thought himſelf aflured of peace 
with. the-houſe of Lazcafter. Bur he feared the Earl'of warwick,: neither knew 
hehow to xxitertain him that was cometo him (a),' Lmean King Edward who was 
his brother-in-law, and they both 'of one order: for the King wore the golden 


- . tlemanoritwo'of this new King Hepries faction, and gave me inftructions how 


to: deal with this new world, preſſing me earneſtly. tro;go, becauſe ir ſtood him 


upon to bewell ſerved in this bufineſs, * TI went as far as T#rzchay a caſtle nearto 


Guiſnes and further durſt not paſs, becauſe I found the people flying for fear 


of the Engliſh men, who were abroad and ſpoiled-all the country. Bur I ſent 
forthwith to the Lord of. Yawcler defiring a ſafe condudt : for before I was ac- 
cuſtomed to go without any, and was alwayes honourably received: for the En- 
gliſh men are very courteous and honourable.in their entertainment, All this ſeemed 


ſtrange tome : for I never had ſeen ſuch ſudden alterations in the world, I adver-- 


tiſed the Duke the ſame _—_ of the danger I ſhould be in if I paſſed further, . 


making no.mention of the ſate conduct I-had ſent for, becauſe I doubred what an- 
ſwer I ſhould receive thereof, The Duke ſent me a ring from his finger bidding 
me go forward, andif. I were taken priſoner he would redeem me : for he cared 
not greatly ro endanger one of his ſervants at his need, © But I had provided well 
for my ſelf: for I received a ſafe conduct with very courteous letters from the 
Lord of Yawcler, Wherein he ſent me word that I might go and come after my 
wonted manner. WhereuponT went to Guiſnes, and found the Caprtainat the 
Caſtle gate, who offered me a cup of wine, withour that he led me into the Caſtle 
as hewas accuſtomed, bur he feaſted and entertained honourably thoſe gentlemen 
of K. Hemries faction that accompanied me, From thence I went to Ca/azs, where 
no man caine forth to receive me after their wonted ſort, but all men wore the 
Earl of warwicks livery. Further upon the gate of my lodging they made above 
an hundred white crofles and rimes, ſignifying that the King of Frazce and the 
Earlof warwick wereall one : all che which ſeemed ſtrange ro me, Soon after 
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my coming to Calazs, I ſent to Gravelizg, being bur five Leagues thence, com- 

manding all Engliſh merchants and merchandiſes to be ſtaied, becaule the En- 

gliſhmen had ſo ſpoiled the Country. The Lord of Vaucler ſent for meto Dinner, 

being well accompanied, and wearing on his Cap a white ragged ſtaff of Gold Late 
enamelled, {a) being the Earls cognitance,whichall the reſt that were with him gone this 
wore likewiſe, and he that cou!d nor have ic of Gold, had.it of cloth. Ir was told ragged ſtaff 
me there at Dinner, that within leſs than a quarter of an hour.after theſe news —_ 
came our of Ezg/and, every man wore the ſaid cogniſance : ſo ſpeedy and ſud- the Earlsof 
den was the change. This was the firſt time char I began to conſider. how unſta- eggs Ls 
ble and uncertain all worldly things are. The ſaid Faxcler gaye me very courteous þlack bac the 
language, and made certain excuſes inthe Earl his Caprains behalf, hehearſing — . 
alſo what great benefits he had received at his hands, But as touching the reſt 5.1.4 ir 
that were with him, I never ſaw men (o far out of frame : for thoſe that I took to whie, no 
have been theKings truſtieſt ſervants, were they that moſt threatned him: ſome Jitcome- 
I think for fear, but others in good carneſt, Thoſe houſhold ſervants of the either the 
Earls, whom I had required the Lord of Yaxcler heretofore to pur out of the _— _ 
Town, were now in great credit, Ne they never underſtood that gue ger? 
I had moved the ſaid YJaucler to any ſuch purpoſe. In all communication that paſ- thors memo- 
ſed between them and mie, I ever told them that King Edward was dead, whereof 77 {aled him: 
I ſaid I was well aſſured, notwithſtanding that.I knew the contrary, - adding fur- 
ther, that chough ir were not ſo, yet was the league between the Duke of Burgun- 
dy and the King and Realm of Exgland ſiich', that this accident could not in- 
fringe it : for we would accoutit him Kings whom they did. I ſaid moreover, thac 
becauſe of the alterations that had haprnied in times paſt, theſe words, 2th the 
King and the Realm, were inſcrted into the League, for performance alſo whereof 
four of the beſt Towns in Zxg/ad were in pledge to the Duke. The Merchants 
required inany wiſe to have me ſtayed, becauſe cheir Goods were taken at Grave- 
lin by my commandment as they taid, In the. end peace was thus concluded 
between them and me, that they ſnould pay for 'all the, cattel they had taken ; 
or reſtore it again : for by agreement between'the houſe of Burguzdy ind them, 
they might go into certain paſtures thereabouts, and take cartel for the provili- 

on of the Town, at a price which they now paid, and Priſoners they . had taken 

none, Thus it wasagreed that the League ſhould remain firm and inviolable 

berween us and the King & Realm of Ex2/azd, ſave that for Edw.we named Hezry, 

This agreement plealed well the Duke of Burgandy, for the Earlof war- 

wick was tending four thouſand Engliſhmen to Calais ro make ſharp War up- 

on his Dominions, neither could che Duke pacifie him by any means. Notwith- 

Randing the Rich Merchants of Zozdep, divers of the which were then at Calazs, 

in the end perſ{waded him to peace, becauſe their ſtaple of Wools is there, which 

is a far goodlier thing than a man wonld believe: for it is almoſt incredible of 

how great valuethe Wool is that is tranſported thither twicea year, and lieth 

there till Merchants come to buy it. The chief vent wherereofis into Flanders 

and Holland, which was the principal cauſe that moved: theſe Merchants to la- 

bour fo earneſtly for peace,and for ſtay of the ſouldiers the Earl was fending over 5 

which was a happy chance for the Duke of Zurgunay, for it was even art. the very 

ſame inſtant that che King took Amiens and Saint Quintin : andif both the 

Realms had made War upon him at vnce,undoubtedly he had been undone, He 

travelled to appeaſe the Earl of warwick by all means poſſible, alledging thar 

he would attempt nothing againſt King Hezry, ſeeing he was himſelf of the houſe 

of Zancefter, and uſing ſuch words as might beſt ſerve for his purpoſe, k 
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_ and prefſed earneſtly for aid to return home, affuring him that he 4 


one order, The Dukes of Sommer ſet and Exceſter laboured him tohe CONTEST, 


WIE IAA A PEA 7/702 1 Ernn , 
- —_ 2 2s LS a. #, & - « 

: ak ©: 20 OE alt AR 

v ; 5 ETA, 


2 To wit, by already begun upon him, even at his very noſe (a), he inclined tothe Duke of Sows- 


= (0-5 heb . merſet and the others above named, accepting their promiſes againſt the Earl 
by the Earl of Of Yarwick their ancient enemy. Wherewith King Edward there preſent was 


nawith. wonderfully: diſquieted. But the Dukes ſervants alledged the beſt reaſons they 


b-La Vire, 
otherwiſe cale 


Here our Et- 
£liſh affairs 
begin the year, 
1471. 


ſort, ro'the number of two thouſand and better, had retired themſelves into the 
Sanctuaries of the City, which wasa happy chance for him, for he landed with 
{malt force. The Earl of warwzi& being in the north parts with agreat army, 
hearing theſe newes he made haſt to be at Zoxdox before him, rather for other 
refpe&s than for tharhe greatly feared the revolt of the town, notwithſtanding the 
contrary hapned. For King Edward was received into the City with great joy 
and triumph the Tuefday before Eaſter, contrary tothe expectation of moſt men, 
for all the world accounted him as utterly undone. And undoubtedly if they had 
ſhure the gates againſt him, he had been paſt all recovery : for the Earl of zrar- 
wick 'was but a dayes journey behind him. There were three things cſpecially ( as 
© I haveheard) thar cauſed the rownto revolt, Firſt the gentlemen that were if 
the Sanctuaries andthe young Prince lately born, Thi ſecond, the great debts 
tharthe King owed in the rown, in reſpect whereof the Merchants to whom he was 
indebted thought ic their beſt way to take part with him, The Third a great many 
women of honour-and rich merchant wives, with whom in times paſt he = been 
a amuliar, 
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familiar, perſwaded their husbands and triends to incline to him, He ſtayednot 

2ſt two or three dayes inthe town : for upon Eaſter even he departed with all 
the force he could levy , and marched againit che Earl of 1arwick, whom he 
met the next morning being Eaſter day: and as they ſtood in order of barcel, the - 
one in face of the other, ſuddenly the Duke of C/arence the Kings brother { who 
was reconciled to the King as before you have heard ) rerolted rothe King with 
ewelve thouſand men and better, (a) which no leis aſtonithed the Earl than encou- 4 Our Ch o- 
raged the King, whoſe force was not great. But all this notwithſtanding the bat- —_—_— ﬀ 
rel was cruel and bloody. They wete all foor-men on both ſides, of the Kings mrned onrb= 
vaward a great number were flain-: then his battel and che Earls mer, and joyn- —_— p- 
ed ſo fiercely rogether, that the King himſelf fought in perſon more valiantly fore the Kngs 
than any man of cither army. The Earl of Warwick uſed never to fight on mu -IA 
foor, bur his manner was when he had led his men t5 the charge, to take horſe, thy vary alſo 
and if the victory fell on his fide to fight among his ſouldiers, otherwiſe to depart in other cic- 
in time. Bur at this bittel he was conſtrained by his brother the Marquels of pmfncs | 
Monuntacute, 2 valiant Knight, to light on foot and ſend away his horſe, To thor. : 
conclude, in this battel dicd the Earl and his brother, with a great number of 
gentlemen, the ſlaughter alſo of the yu people was great, For King Edward 
at his departure out of Flanders , \reſolved to cry no more to ſavethe people and 
Kill che Nobles : but he had conceived extream hatred againſt the communalty of 
England, both for the great favour they bare the Earl of 14rwick, and for other 
reſpecsalſo : wherefore at this bartel he ipared them not, Of the Kings {ide dy- 
ed abourfifteen hundred, and the field was valiantly fought. 

Ac the time of this batrel che Duke of Burgnndie lay before Amiens where 
hereceived letters from the Ducheſs his wife, that King Edward her brother was 5 Our bifto- 
not a lictle diſcontented with him, alledging that the aid he gave him; was given ries report | 
in evil fort, and with evil will,. ſofar forth that he was utterly forſaken of him : — 
and to ſay the truth, the King and he after this never loved one another, Not- death, for he 


withſtanding the Duke ſuppoting that this victory would greatly further his af- "*fain in 


fairs, cauſed the news to be publithed in all places, =—— nvongr 2 
I had forgotten to tell you how King Edward finding King Hepry at London, vart ahey | 
© DALtC), * 


led him with him into the batcel above mentioned. This King Hezry was a ve- {Ow Ghro- 
ry ſimple man, and almoſt an innocent : and if I have not heard a lie, incontinent nicles report * 
after the bartel the Duke of G/oceſter King Edwards brother; ( whoafterward na- "x om 
med himſelf K. Richard) flew this holy man K. Heyry with his own hands, or wat 3arne 


cauſed him to be flain in his preſence in tome fecret place. (5) The Prince of ales _ oe 
at Yar- 


was landed in Eny/and when this battel above mentioned was fought, having ix, aud re- 


in his company the D, of Excefter and Somerſet, with divers others of his kint- paired after- 


folks and ancient followers of his houſe. * His army was to the number of forry _ -& 


thouſand, as I have becn informed by divers that were with him : and if the Earl was raken in © 


of Warwick would have ſtayed for him, itis very like the victory ſhould have the focend - 


deen theirs. Bur the Earl feared both the D.of Sommerſer,whoſe father and brother then vehea 


he had ſlain : and alſo Queen A4arzaret the Princes Mother : whereforehe fought ded. 
2lone and would not tarry for them {c;) Mark here by this example how lone anci- pre 


- ent factions and partialities endure; how much they are to be feared ,- and what the Prince 


reat damage enſuerh thereof, So ſoon as K. Edward had obtained this vidory, —_— 


e marched incontinent againſt the Prince of wales, where another cruel battel þyr ſooo atcer; 
was fought, for the: Princes force was bigger than the Kings, notwithſtand- having bad | 
ing the lot of the victory fell to the King, and the Prince was flain upon che omit 

Reg - | un Kg 
place (a) with divers other great Lords, and a marvellous number of common 24m, 
I 3 ſouldiers, 
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ſouldiers, The Duke of Sommerſet was taken, and the next day beheaded. In ele. 
ven dayes the, Earl of zarwzck ſubdued the whole-realm of Exgland , at the # 


leaſt brought it to obedience: and in oneandrwenity King Edward recovered it, 
having fought two great and cruel battels. Thus you ſee what ſudden murari- 
ons have been in Exglazd, King Edward cauſed many of the people to be pur 


rodeath in many places, eſpecially ſuch as had made aflemblies againſt him. And |: 
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from that day forward reigned peaceably in Ezz1azd till his death, though net © 
without great troubleand vexation of mind. I will here end my diſcourſe of theſe | 


Engliſh affairs, till cime and occaſion ſerve in ſome other place, only adding this, 
that of all the nations in the world, the Ezg/i/þ menare moſt defirous to try their 
quarrels by dint of ſword. | | 


CHAP. VIIL 


How the wars revived between King Lewis aud Charles Duke of. Burgundy, by 
the ſolicitation of the Dukes of Guixnne axd Britaine. | 


JI8S Will now return to our affairs on this fide the ſea, whereof I have 
S madeno mention ſince the-Duke'of Byrgundies departure from 
before Amieps, the Kings return into the Countrey of Toxraine, 
and the Duke of -Gw#enne his brothers into Guiezpe, The ſaid 


marriage with the Duke of Burgunaies daughter, whereunto 
| | the Duke in word ever ſhewed himſelf willing,bur inceed meanc 
nothing leſs, both becauſe he purpoſed to uſe her as an inſtrument whereby roen- 
certain all the world , and a merchandiſe to put every.man in hope of, and alſo 
for that he ſtomached the evil practiſes they had.contrived. to conſtrain him to 


. this marriage perforce. The Earl of Sr. Pau! Conftable of France bufied him- 


ſelf in this treaty very carneſtly , defiring that the marriage might ſecm to 


" be effected by his only means and. procurement, On the other fide the Duke 


of Britaize travelled therein, to the end the whole honour thereof might redound 
to him. The King was as buſie as the beſt to break it off, though needleſly , as 
well for the two reaſons above alledged, as alſo becaufe the Duke of Bargundie 
was not deſirous of ſo great aſonin Law, wherefore in vain the King troubled 
himſelf , but he could nor ſee another mans thoughts. And ſure he had juſt 
cauſe of fear, for if this marriage had taken effe&t, his brother ſhould have been 
ſo mighty, that he and the Duke of ÞBr2zzaize joyned together, might have pur che 


- Kings eſtate and his childrens in great danger. In the mean time abour theſe af- 


fairs many ambaſladours paſſed to and fro-as well ſecretly as openly; | 

This often paſſing to and fro of ambaſladours. is: a thing very dangerous : for 
under colour thereof many times evil practiſes are entertained *: - yet notwith- 
ſtanding ambaſſadours tnuſt of force both be ſent and received. They that ſhalf 
read this hiſtory will -ask peradventure what remedy I can devife againſt this 
inconvenience, becauſe it ſeemeth almoſt remedile(s. For anſwer whereutits 


| I will ſhew mine advice, notwithſtanding that I know a number far better able ro 


diſcourlc hereof than my felf, Ambaſladours that come from perfedt friends, with 
whom no, occaſion of quarre! can ariſe, muſt be well entertained, and permitted co 
come often to the Princes preſence, I mean if the Princes be wife and of comely per- 


- fonage, otheswile the leſs he be ſeen the better, Notwithſtanding when he muft 
- . . ofneceſlity be (cen, let him be well apparclled, gndwell inſtructed what to ſay, and. 


uſc 


Duke of Guzenne continued{till his ſuit above mentioned for his | 
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ue ſhort ſpeech according to Princes amity, which uſually is but ſhort. But ifam- 
baſladors be ſent openly or ſecretly berween Princes that are in continual hatred 
and war, as all thoſe have been that I have known or been converſant with in 
my time.ſure there is great danger therein. Notwithſtanding mine advice is, that 
anibaſſadours be well cntettained and honourab]y to be received:for to ſend ro meet 
them, to lodge them well, to appoint truſty and wile men to accompany them, 
are not only points of great courteſie, bur allo of greatſatery. For thereby you 
ſhall both underſtand who they are that reſort ro them, andalſo ſtay ſuch as be 
light headed and diſcontented with the preſern eſtate, from, bringing them intel- 
ligence : for there is no Princes court wherein all have contented minds. Fur- 
ther, they muſt have ſpeedy audience, and ſoon be diſpatched. For methink ir 
a pzrillous matter for a man to harbour his enemy in his houſe , bur-to defray 
them, to lo2gerhem well, and to give them preſents 1s bur courtelte. Further, 
in time of open war no practice nor overture of peace muft be alcogether 
broken off ( becauſe peradventure the leaſt of chem may ſerve us to good pur- 
poſe ) bur all muſt be continued and entertained, and all ambaſſadours heard, uſing 
chen as before is ſaid, and appointing {ure watch to eſpy who goto bear them 
intelligence , and are ſent to chem either by day or night: bur chis muſt be done 
as ſecretly as may be, Further, for one ambaſſadour they ſend to you, ſend you 
rwotothem : and though, they be weary of your ambaſſadours, and forbid any 
more to come : yet ſend ſtill when time and occaſion, ſeryerh. For no ſpy ſhall 
have ſuch liberty ro enquire and underſtand of all matters as chey, And if you 
ſend rwo or three together, it is impoſſible for your enemy to have ſo good 
watch ( I mean uſing them with good terms as ambaſſadours are to be uſed) but 
thar ſome of chem ſhall have conference and intelligence with one or other. 
Laſtly, a wiſe Pritice muſt alwayes endeavour himſelf, ro have ſome ſecret friend or 
friends abour his enemy, and beware as near as he may. (for in ſuch caſes men 
cannot alway do as they would ) that his enemy have not the like abouthim. 
You will ſay peradventure that by ſuch often ſending I ſhall increaſe my ene- 
mies inſolency and pride. Bur I force not, thereof : for, by this means I ſhall un- 
derſtand his ſecrets, andintheend all the profit and honour ſhall redound to me. 
And notwithſtanding that mine enemy may deal with me after the ſame fort, 
yet would I nor ceate from ſending, but entertain all' overtures and break off - 
none, to theend I may alwayes have occaſion to ſend, For all men have not like 
wiſdom, like cutining, nor like experience in theſe affairs, neither like occaſion to 
travel for expericnce, and in theſe caſes the wiſeſt win the garland : whereof I will 
give you 4 manifeſt example, In all treaties of peace concluded between the Zx- 
gtliſh and Frexch nations, the French have alwayes ſhewed more fineneſs , ſubtil- 
ty, and contilng'chafi the Engliſh, fo far forth that.the ſaid Engliſh men have a 
common proverb, as once they told me, when I treated with them: that in all 
batcels fotght with the French, ever or for, the moſt part they have obrained ho- 
rſour and victory, but in all treaties that have been concluded between them they 
have ever reteived loſs and damage, And ſure in my. opinion I. have known 
in this realm ( eſpecially of King Lewzs his training up ) men as ſufficient rone- 
gotiate in atreaty of peace as any inthe, world, For thoſe that are imployed in 
theſe affairs muſt be mild men, and ſuch as can bear patiently all -rude words 
ro compaſs their purpoſes for their Maſters profit, and ſuch only would King 
Lews irmploy. IT have been ſomewhar long in difcourfing how ambaſſadours acti- 
ons muſt diligently be obſerved, bur nor withour cauſe : for I have _ and 
"S own 
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known fo great falſhood and treachery uſed under colour thereof, that I could na 
ſooner end my diſcourſe, 

This Marriage berween the Duke of Gaezzc and the Duke of Burgundies 
Daughter was to earneſtly laboured, that in the end ſome promi!e was made there- 
of both by mouth and Letter. But I have known the like done to Nzcholas Duke 
Thi xz.1,. Of Calabria and Loraine (a) Sonto Fohn Duke of Calabria fo often above men- 
?:cis nameg Toned, and to Philibert Duke of Savoy that laſt died, and to Aſaximiliaz Duke of 
in other Hi- Auſtrich now King of Rowaxs only ſon of Frederick the Emperour, who alſo 
(nngrty ee received a Letter written with the damfels own hand by her fathers command- 
© ment, anda Diamond therewith. All which promiſcs were made in leſs than 
three years ſpace : yet am I well aſſured that during the Dukes life,none of them 
ſhould have been accompliſhed.at the leaſt with his con!enr. But this Letrer above 
mentioned furthered much Duke Maximilians fute, as hereafter you ſhall hear. 
I write not this to charge thereby the Duke of Bur2x24y, or any of thoſe above 
mentioned, bur only to rehearſe the courſe of theſe aftairs. Further, I perſwace 
- ſelf that rude and fimple men will not bulic their brains abour the reading 
of this Hiſtory : but Princes and Courtiers (hal! find in it good Leſions and Ad- 
vertiſements in mine opinion. During this Treaty 0! Marriage divers new enter- 
priles againſt che King were in communication, With the Duke of Burgundy 
wasthe Lordof Wes Poncet of Riviere, and certain other mean perſonages 
that ran to and fro,fdr the Duke of Gnieznes affairs, In like manner the Abbor 
of Begarde afterward Biſhop of Zeozz was reſident with him, for the Duke of 
Britaine. Theſe advertiſed the Duke of Burguzay, that the King prattiſed to 
corrupt the Duke of Gxizznes ſervants,and to withdraw them from him, partly 
by love, partly by force: adding alſo that he had already razed a certain place 
belonging to aiC Yord of Eftiſſat, the Duke of 6Guienxes ſervant, and had begun 
divers other attempts againſt his Brogher, ſo far forth, that he had withdrawn 
from him certain of his honſhold fervapts: whereby appeared manifeſtly ( as 
they ſaid)that be meant to take Guiezze from him now as in times paſt he had 
Nermandy,once granted him for his partage, as before is mentioned. The Duke 
of Burgundy ſent divers Ambaſſadors cothe King about theſe affairs, who ever 
: The Kin Exculed himſelf, ('4) and accuſed his brother, ſaying that for his part he minded 
made War notto touch his brothers partage : but that his brother by ſecking to inlarge his 

upon his bro* Jimits, was Author of all cheſe troubles. | 
rher;becule © We have here to conſider how troubleſome, dangerous, and far from all good 
redthe Earl nd the affairs of this Realm are, when it is in diſcord and civil diſſention : for 
| qa yen n notwithſtanding that at the beginning of the troubles all men hope ſhortly to 
Cons in. ſeethem at anend : yer is the contrary greatly to be feared, for though the fire 
Guienne, be kindled art the firſt, but between two or three Princes, or men of meaner eſtate : 
req ol yet before two years be expired, all our neighbours ſhall be bidden to the ban- 
had baniſhed. quet, as plainly may appear by this that followeth. At this very inſtant thac I 
4wal. 47#. now write of, the Duke of Gwiezze, at the leaſt his ſervants,and the Duke of Br» 
zaine defired the Duke of _ in no wiſe to call the Engliſhmen to his 
aid : for ſeeing all that they did was for the good and benefit of the Realm, they 
would not bring the ancient enemies of the Crown into the Realm: adding far- 
ther thatif he would be in readineſs they ſhould be ſtrong enough of chem- 
ſelves, as well becauſe of their great forces,as alſo of the good intelligence they had 
inthe Realm with divers Captains and others. And once it was my chance to 
be preſent when the Lord of Urfe had communication with the Duke «0 this ef- 
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fect, and withall preſſed him earneſtly with all ſpeed co levy his army. The Duke 
ſtood at a window and called me to him and ſaid, Here is my Lord of Urfe thar 
preſſerh me earneſtly to levy the greateſt force that poſſibly I may, alledging 
that ir ſhall be greatly for the benefir of the Realm: what think you of this 
motion if Ienter into the Realm with my Army,ſhall I do any great good there 2 
I anſwered him merrily thatT thought no : chen- ſaid he, I love the Realm of 
France better than my Lord of Urfs weeneth, for where it hath one King I would 
it had fix, | 
During the treaty of marriage above mentioned, Edward King of England, 
who thought verily that the marriage ſhould have been accompliſhed : (wherein 
he was deceived, as was alſo the King) travelled earneſtly with the Duke of Bur- 
#ndy to break it off, alledging that the King had no iſſue male, wherefore if he 
hapned todie, the Crown ſhould deſcend to his brother, whereby (if rhis marriage 
cook effet)the Realm of England ſhould ſtand in great danger, ſo many Seig- 
niores being uniced to the Crown. This matter troubled marvellouſly chough 
needleſly, not only the King of Eg/and, but his whole Council alſo in ſuch 
ſort, thatthey would give no credit ro the Duke of Burgundy what promiſe 
ſoever he made to the contrary, The faid Duke notwithſtanding the requeſt 


above mentioned made unto him by the Dukes of Guiemne and Britarine, for 


not calling in ftrangers to his aid, was very defirous that the King of England 
ſhould invade ſome part of the Realm, and himſelf would have pleaded igno- 
rance therein, Bur the Engliſhmen would not be won thereunto : for they {0 
much feared the annexing of the houſe of Burgundy by this marriage to the 
Crown of France, that they would at that time rather have aided che King, 


_ thaninvaded him, You ſee hereall theſe Princes throughly buſted and accom- 


panied with a number of wiſe men, who (as the ſequel well declared) foreſaw 
a far off more by the one half than in their life-rime rook effec : for they all 
through this continual toil and travel, in ſhort ſpace one afrer another ended 
their lives, each man rejoycing art othersdeath as of a thing moſt defired, Soon; 
after followed their Maſters, leaving their ſucceſſors troubles enow, all fave the 
King our Maſter, who left his Realm to his ſon, quiet both from foreign Wars 
and civil diflention,, ſo that he did more for him than ever he either would or 
_ = for himſelf : for I never knew him in peace ſave onlya little before 
is death. . 
The Duke of 6uieape at this preſent lay fick and in danger} of death as ſome 


. aid, bur others affirmed the contrary : his men preſſed earneſtly the Duke of 
Burgurdicto put himſelf into the field, becauſe the time of the year ſerved ficly 


for that purpoſe, and advertiſed him that the Kings Army was abroad, and lay at 
Saint John d' Anyelie, or at Xainites or thereabout, To be ſhorr, they labou- 


redthe Duke foimportunately, that he went to Arras, and there aſſembled his 


forces, and marched towards the Towns of Peroxne, Roye, and Montazdier : 
his Army was marvellousgreat, yea the greateſt that ever he had before : for in ir 
were twelve hundred Lances of his ordinary retinue, every one of them ac- 
companied with three Archers well armed and well mounted : farther in every 
company of thefe Lancers were ten men/'of Arms for a ſupply, beſides che 
Lieutenant and Enſign bearer, The Gentlemen of the Dukes Dominions were 
likewiſein very good order: for they were well paid and led by valiant Knights 
and Eſquires, And ſure atthattime theſe Countries were marvellous rich. 
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CHAP. IXx. 


How the final peace treated of between the Duke of Burgundie and tbe King brake 
off becauſe of the Duke of Guiens death, and how the ſe two great Prizces ſought to 
deceive each other, 


hile the Duke was levying his army above mentioned, the Lord 
of Craz and Maſter Peter Doriole Chancellor of Fraxce cams 
to him twice or thrice from the King,. and ſecretly treated with 
him ofa final peace, wich heretofore could never be conclu- 
ded, becauſe the Duke required reſtitution of Ames and Saint 
Q4jxtize, whereunto the King would never condeſcend : bur now partly becauſe 
of the great preparation he ſaw made againſt him, and partly in hope to compats 
41472. Cccrtain purpoſes whereof hereafter you ſhall hear, he agreed to yield them. 
b The Duke The conditions of this peace were , that the King ſhould reſtore _ Duke, 
ens ; Sai att e was in controverſie between 
ted th Ry 4 rang _ \ 1 pers h mo = —_— and St Paul, Conſtable 
| on t p 
May,but My- them. That he ſhould aban q—— 
er lath thi24- of Frazce, and permit the Duke to dothem and all their poſlefſions at his plea- 
_— ED ſure, and ſeize them into his own hands if he could, Thar the Duke in like man- 
deahrad ner ſhould abandon the Dukes of Guienze and Britaine, and permit the King to 
Aus; ---. d0 with them and their Seigniorics at his pleaſure. I was prelent when the Duke 
4 == lb. of Burgundie {ware this treaty, and likewiſe the Lord of Craz, and the Chan- 
#7. fo;- 353* cellor of Frazxce in the Kings name, who alſo at their departure from the Duke 
— 7a; adviſed him nor to diſmiſs his army, but to march ſtill forward, tothe end the 
of 1t.Kex frats : R . 
rez229m mſcer King their Maſter might make the ſpeedier delivery of the two places above 
= ne © named, Further $:720z of Q%4yzy was ſent with them to ſeethe King _ and 
Fobanis bere- confirm this creaty, which his Ambaſſadours had concluded : bur the K. delayed 
ain nonizis: the confirmation a certain ſpace, andinthe mean time hapned his brothers death. 
Vhereread The Duke being ready to depart from Arras received two ſeveral advertiſe- 
allo what Tho. : , tin honfo of 
Baſenus Biſhop ments : one that Nzecholas Duke of Calabria and Loraine, heir © the houſe © 
or LHji# Fx1.} A72joty and fon to John Duke of Calabria was coming to him about his daugh- 
nezath of he <P rr ived,and put in great hope of his ſuit, But 
Duk's geary, [ers marriage, whom he honourably receive = pur ing - P po. 
who compa- the next day being the 15 of 2Hay (4) 1472. ( as I remem er ) came letters trom 
remkng :. Simonof Qxingy the Dukes ambaſſador to the King, wherein he advertiſed his 
| O Cas/ 5 n 
Atrexs, Thi- Maſter of the Duke of Guieznes death, and that the King had already recovered 
jes, Poy%i ©, a great part of his Country. The like advertiſements received he alſo incontinent 
fr oa” - S . 
Holt, © from others z © but reporting diverſly of the ſaid Dukes death. Soon after returned 
ſeriptor favrh $2202 of Going? from the K. with a cold anſwer : for he refuſed to {wear the trea- 
. 4 / . _ $ 
_ - nag | ty, which the Duke took very diſdainfully as a watter tending ro his contempe 
er -uoacain, and diſhonour. His men alſo in time of war as well for thisas other cauſes ſpake 
94 94 #5 £74" very villanous and opprobrious m_ of = King, - —_— you _ rench 
and” x: phy 1 he Duke of Burgurdje being almoſt out of his wits 
zaterſcit. Dedir TEQUIted them with the like, The g4nate being IS WI 
vim Rex 191» becauſe of theſe newes, by the perſwaſion of certain no leſs ſorry forthis acCi- 
| 5 8 wggt dent than himſelf, writ letters to divers towns of the realm, charging the King 
9% non ftatin with his brothers death, bur little it availed for no man ſtirred( 6). Notwithſtand- 
rſs #> ing if the Duke of Gere had lived, undoubtedly the King ſhould have had 
enſue ms: ip ery. : » ? 4 : : 
© ies cnovgh todo : for the Brita/zs wereina readineſs to invade him, having greater in- 
bilit. r affli us. ; Rn WP THER on} ; 
Go FP, x, pon Iv (foriagraphe- ſaith thus : The Kirg w*s avertiſed of his brother Duke  Char{cs his death, who died at Bour= 
l 7 * Annal, Aquit, wruten by a French 
deaux pryſored by a cercain Abbot, but not withou: the Kings conſent as the report went, | - Annal. Ag "uno ome y LI 
man icem '0 make King Lew1s acceſſory ro his brothers death, The Duke was poyſoned as he fate atthe table we the =—4 
of Mo4itj0:::4 whom he entertained, a: d who was aiſo poyſoned with him. The King commanded che Abbots proceſs to ceaſe, 
and ihe reſt which were fu, ct d © whereby he pl:inly bemrayed bis own guilty conſcience. 
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telligences in the Realm than ever betore : alithe which failed by the D. death. 
The Duke of Burgundy in this fury: put himſelf into the ficld, and marched 
cowards Neſle in Vermandzs, making foul and cruel War, contrary to his ac- 
cuſtomed manner : for he ſpoiled and burnedall the Country as he paſſed. His 
vaward marched before him, and beſteged the ſaid Town of Neſte being of no 
force : bur the Duke himſelf lodged three Leagues from ir. Waithin che Town 
were certain Frank Archers, that flew a Herald of the Dukes, coming to ſum- 
mon them, Further, their Captain came forrh to parle under ſurety, thinking 
co bring the matter tO compoſition but could not, and as he returned into the 
Town (che truce yet continuing becauſe of his fallie ) they within the Town (nor-: 
withſtanding that themſelves ſtood open upon the wall no man {ſecking co hurt. 
them)ilew yer two other of the Dukes men, wherefore the rruce was difavow- 
ed, and word ſent tothe Lady of Nefle being within the Town, to: come forth 
with all her Houſhold and ſtuff, which ſhe'did accordingly: and inhmediarely 
after, the place was aflaulred and taken, and the greateſt part of them that were 
within it {lain : all thac were taken alive were hanged, fave a few whom the ſoldiers 
for very pity ler go z a number alſo had their hands cur off. It loatheth me to 
make mention of this cruelty , but becauſe I was preſent, ſomewhat I am forced 
to write thereof. And ſureeicher the Duke was marvellouſly paſſionate, in that 
he committed fo cruel an a&;, or ſome great cauſe moved him thereunto. He 
alledged rwo, the one the Duke of Guieznes death, whereof he ſpake very ſtrange- 
ly upon other mens report : the other the. grief he had conceived forthe loſs of 
Amiens and St. Quintin above rehearſed. - HHS: LW '; 
Some thar ſhall read this that followeth, will think happily that there was 
ſmall faith in theſe two Princes, or that I miſreport them: 'T would be loth ro miſ- 
report cither of them. And tothe King'our Maſter, how much I amr bound, all 
the world knoweth. Bur to continue- my Hiſtory (right: reverend) ini ſach fort 
as you have required, I am forced co utter that I know:hgwſoever it paſſed, And 
I doubt nor but theſe two,being compared/with other: Princes, ſhall ſeem noble; 
worthy, and honorable,and the King our Mafter wiſe above all the reſt;who lefr 
his Realm enlarged and in peace with all his. enemies.” Wherefore let us now con- 
fider wherher of.cheſe two Princes ſought to deceive the other, to. the end that if 
hereafter this Hiſtory happen to fall into the hands of: fome young. Prince that 
hath to negotiate in ſuch like affairs, he may by reading thereof be the berter 
inſtruted-how to look to himſelf; For notwithſtanding that neither Princes 
nor enernies be always alike, nor deal alike in like affairs: yer it is good to know 
the Hiſtories of rimes paſt, - To ſpeak therefore. uprightly, I thinkboth theſe 
Princes were fully bent each to: deceive other, and tended. both ro one: end, as 
= ſhall hear, Both of them had their Armies abroad ina readineſs, The King 
hadalreadytaken divers places, and during the Treaty, made ſharp War upon 
his brother, whom the Lords of Courtor, Patrw, Foncart, and divers! others had 
already relinquiſhed, and were receivediinto the Kings: ſervice. Further, his Ar- 
my lay about Rochel, having great intelligence in the Town, for the Citizens 
practiſed continually, as well becauſe of the rumor of this Treaty, asalſo becauſe 
of the Dukes ſickneſs. And I think the Kings reſolution was, if he could atchieve 
his enterpriſe there, or his Brother happened to die, notro ſwear the. [Treaty : 
bur if he tound great reſiſtance, to ſwear it, and perform his promiſe; thereby to 
avoid all danger. And ſure he loſt no time, bur uſed great diligence, delaying alſo 
very cunningiy $702 of Qvingy the ſpace of cight days, during the which de- 
lay, his Brother died: further, he knew well the Duke of Burgundy ſogreatly to 
WR - : deſire 
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defire the reſtitution of theſe two Towns above named, that he durſt not flatly: 
fall our with him. Wherefore he meant rodelay him, and fed him forch with 
fair words fifteen or twenty days (as he did accordingly) to ſee in the mean: 
time what would happen. Now that I have ſpoken of the King, and ſhewed how 
he was purpoted to deal with the Duke,itis fit I ſh»1d alſo declare how the Duke 
was minded towards him, and thought :roxdelude him, had not the Duke of Gni- 
ennes death happencd.Simon of 24izpy by the Kings requeſt had a Commiſſion 
from the Duke his Maſter,commanding him immediately after the Treaty (worn, 
and writings delivercd tor the Confirmation-tnereof,to go into Britain to inform 
the Duke of Britaiz of the conditions of the Peace, and in like manner the Duke 
of Gutennes. Ambatladors refident in' Brizazz, to the end they might advertiſe 
their Maſter thereof at Bordeaux : whereby the King meant to pur the Britons: 
into the greater fear, when they ſhould fee themtclves 'abandoned of him that 
was their chief Anchor-hold. | 4] | 

Now you ſhall underſtand that $:#20z of Q4/zgy had in his company a Rider 
of the Dukes Eſcuirie called Henry a Pariſian born, a wile Fellow and of good ex- 
pcrience:\ who had a Letter of credit to the ſaid S/m0z written with the D, own 
hand, but his Commiſſion was not to deliver it till the ſaid $;29s departure from 
the King, and his arrival. to:the Duke of Britaiz at Nantes, where his charge 
was to deliver him the Letter and this meſſage withal. That he ſhould will the 
Duke of: Brztazz not to think that his Maſter would: abandon the Duke of 
Guienneand him, for he»would ſuccour them both with body and goods, and 
that he had concluded his Treaty to none other end bur to avoid War, and reco- 
ver the Towns of St. Quntiz and Amiens : which the King in time of Peace 
contrary to his promiſe had taken from him. And further to advertiſe the ſaid 
Duke,that the Duke his Maſter would-ſend an honorable ambaſlage to the King 
{{o ſoon as he ſhould be: ſeized: of that he. demanded) humbly to beicech him to 
end this War, and relinquiſh his enterpriſe againſt the two Dukes, and not to 
give Credit to! the Oath he! had ſworn, which he was no more determined to ob- 
terye, than'the King had obſerved the/Treaty made before Par called the treaty 
of Conflans ::and the Treaty which he had ſworn-at Perozne, and long after 
confirmed alſo.” Further: defiring him to call to remembrance, that he rook 


theſe Towds againſt hisfaith and promite in time of Peace: wherefore he muſt | 


hold himfelf contented-if he recovered them after-the ſame ſort, And as tou- 
ching the Earl of Saint. Pau/ Conſtable of France,i and the Earl of Newvers, 
whom theKing had permitted him to uſe at his plealure, he would proteſt, char 
notwithſtanding he hated chemas he had -juſt cauſe to, do : yet would he forgive 
all their offences,and ler them live inquier, -deliring the King to grant rheſe cwo 
Dukes the like : and that it: would pleaſe him to ſiiffer all men to live in peace and 
ſafery, in ſuch manner and form as he;had ſworn ar. Coxflans when- they were 
all there Aſſembled together : whichif he refuſed to do, he would then fuccour 
his Confederates... And it was determined that the Duke ſhould bein Camp 
when tliis ambaſſage ſhould be ſent torhe King, But God diſpoſed otherwiſe -of 
theſe purpoſes : for death which departerh all things, and changeth all determi- 
nations, ſerthem otherwiſe a work, as partly you have underſtood already, and 
ſhall hercafter perceive mare at large : for the King reſtored not thele two Towns, 
and yet.bad the Duchy:of @#zezme by his brothers death,as reaſon way, 
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> CHAP. X. 


How the Duke of Burgundy ſeeing that he could not take Beauvais, before the which 
he had laid his ſiege, went to Roan. 


Y Ow to return tothe War, you have heard how certain poor Frank Ar- 
chers were handledar the taking of m_ thence the Duke departed 
and went before Roze : within the which were 1500. Frank Archers 

' and certain men of Arms of the Arrierehan, The Dukes forces was 
never ſo great as at that preſent. The next day after his arrival, theſe Frank 
Archers fearing their lives, leapt down the Walls and yielded themſelves : 
and the third day the reſt that yer remained within rendred both themſelves 
and the Town by compoſition , leaving behind them boch Horſe and Har- 
neſs, ſave that every man of Arms brought forth a travelling Nag. The 
Duke left men in the Town and went to AMontdidier , which he began to raze,, 
meaning utterly to deſtroy it and lay it deſolate, but becauſe of the good will 


he perceived the people of thoſe parts (a) to bear him, he cauſed it tobe repai- «The French 


red, and left a Garriſon in it, From thence he departed, meaning to march ſtraight Þ 


lemes, which 


into Normazxdy : but as he paſſed hard by Beawvais, the Lord of Cordes who led were places 
his vaward, rodetothe Town, and at his firſt arrival the Suburbs.before . the Bi- _ =_ 
ſhops Palace were taken by a coverous Burgu#ndian named Maſter Fames of 07," atk 
Montmartin : who had under his charge a hundred Lances, and 3oo. Archers Juriſli&ioa 
of the Dukes ordinary Retinue, The Lord of Cordes ſcaled the Town on the wane v4 oe 
other ſide,but he lacked Ladders, and thoſe few he had, were too ſhort. He had two County there 


Cannons which ſhot rwice at the crown gate, and broke down a piece thereof: —_ 


and if he had been furniſhed to have continued the ſhor,, ers he had en- pijr. 
tred the Town, but he was unprovided, becauſe he came not for any.ſ{uch Exploit, 
Acthe firſt arrival none were in the Town bur the Citizens themſelves, and the 
Captain ofthe Town called Zoyſer of Baillizzy, with certain ſouldiers of the Ay- 
rierebanybut not enow to defend the place. Notwithſtanding it pleaſed Gyd mi- 
ratulouſly co preſerve it, as he manifeſtly declared. For the, Burgundi/ans that 
were with the Lord of Cordes fought hand to hand with the French art the breach 
madein the gate : Whereupon the ſaid Cordes ſent word divers times to the. Duke 
of Burgundy to make haſte thither, aſſuring him that the Town was his. own. Bur 
in the icean time while the Duke was upon the way, one within deviſed to throw 
flaming faggots in their faces that were about to break down the gate: whereof 
they threw to great plenty, that the gate and the porch took fire in ſuch ſort, 
that the Burgundians were forced to retire till the fire ceaſed, Soon after arrived 
the Duke himlelf, who in like manner held che Town as taken, the fire being 
once quenched, which was very great, forall the porch was on fire, And un- 
doubcelly if he had lodged part of his Army on the other fide of the Town to- 
wards Par, no man could have entred to relieve it. Bur it pleaſed God he 
ſhonld make doubt where none was : for becauſe of a little brook that was to 
pals he made difficulty ſo to do then, and. yet afterward when a great number 
of men were entred the Town he would have done it, and was hardly difſwaded 
from it : notwithſtanding that thereby he ſhould then have endangered his whole 
Army. Allthis happened the eight and twentiech of Fune in the year 1472. 
The fire above-mentioned continued all day, and in the evening ren Lances 
only of the Kings ordinary retinue centred the Town, as I was afterward infor- 
med : for Iſcrved yer the Duke of Burgundy, but we ſaw them not a—__ _ 
| | K caule 
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becauſe every man was buſted in making his lodging: and alſo becauſe we had no 
force on that fide the Town. By break of day the Dukes battery was bent againſt 
the walls : but ſoon after we ſaw 200. men of Arms enter the Town: and had ir 
- Not been for their coming, I think the Citizens would have treated of a com- 
poſicion: which notwithſtanding the Duke in this fury would never have granted : 
for he deſired to take the Town by aflault, and if he had ſo done, undoubtedly he 
- would have burnt it, which had been great pity : ſure it was preſerved by mira- 
Cle. [After theſe men of Arms were entred, the Dukes Artillery ſhot continually 
the ſpace of fifteen days, and the place was as well beaten asever was any,in ſuch 
fort thac the breach was ſaultable :, but the ditch of the one fide of the burned 
- gate ſtoodfall of water, ſo that we were forced to build a bridge over it: but on 
the other ſide we might come hard to the walls without any danger, ſave of one 

flanker which was ſo low that onr Artillery could not beat it. 
It is great danger and folly to aſſault a Town ſo well defended as this was: for 
« 41:al Franc, Within'1t was the (4) Conſtable (as Iremember) or lay hard by it, I wot not well 
report that whether, the Marſhal Foachiz,the Marſhal of Zoheac, the Lord of Cruſſo!, William 
= —_ © of Fallen, Mery of Croy, Sallezarde, Thevenot of Vignoles, being all ancient Cap- 
the Town, but fains, accompanied with an hundred men of Arms of the Kings ordinary reti- 
moved net. nue:: beſides a great number of footmen and others that were come thither with 
for the which them. 'Yet the Duke contrary to the opinion of his whole Army, determined co 
mir wa. "ve theaſſaulr, And the night before, as he lay on his field-bed in his cloaths 
badiecetli= According to his accuſtomed manner, he asked certain there preſent, whether 
pence with the they thought the Town would abide the aſſault: who anſwered that they thoughe 
Puke... 'yea, ſeeing they were force ſufficient to defend it : at the which anſwer he ſcofted, 
_ laying that they ſhould nor find a man there the next day. In the morning by 
'breakof day the aſſault was given very couragiouſly, and the breach no leſs 


'valiantly defended. A great number went thronging on our new made bridge 


in ſuch\ort; that an ancient Knight of Burgundy called Deſpiru was ſmothered 
there, who was the beſt man that died before the Town. On the other {ide of the 
gate certain of our men got up to the top of the wall, but ſome of chem never re- 
rurned,They fought hand to hand a great while,and the aſſault continued fo long, 
that freſh bands were appointed to ſucceed, the firſt being wearied: but becauſe 
the Duke faw his men to labour in vain, he cauſed themto retire: yer notwith- 
_ _ NRtandingrhey within ſallied nor, for they ſaw company enough ready to receive 
ROE them: Arthis aſſault were ſlain fixſcore ſouldiers,(b) and the beſt man that died 
were ſlain at there was the above-named Deſpiris. It was thoughtat the firſt that many more 
the afſault of Haq been loft : for above a thouſand were hurt, thenext night they within ſallied 
Rc 5% forth, but becauſe their number was ſmall, and the moſt of them on Horſeback, 
and thereby encumbred with the cords of our Tents, they did no great Exploit, 
but loſt rwo or three Gentlemen of their company, and hurt one of ours named 
Maſter Fame 4 Orſoz, a very honeſt Gentleman, and maſter of the Dukes Ord- 

nance, who a few days after died of the ſaid hurt. 
 'Seveni'or eight days after this aſſault, the D. would have divided his Army into 
two bands,and lodged part thereof at the gate toward Paris, contrary to all mens 
adviceandto all reaſon, conſidering the reat number of ſouldiers within the 
: The Duke Yown. © This ſhould have been done at the beginning, but nowit was too late. 
lay beforeB'24 Yhetefore ſeeing no remedy,he raiſed his Camp in very good order, (c) hoping 


; fi d "0 - Af Wa) : ; * CY” 4 . . . . 
od Fa rhac they within would iflue forch to the skirmiſh, which norwithſtanding 


and levied his they did not; From thence he marched into Normandy, becauſe he had promi- 


« ;- nyo ſcd che Dake of Brizain to meet him, Bur becauſe of the Duke of Guiexnes 


death, 
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death, he altered his mind, and ſtirred not out of his Country, The Duke of 
Burgundy came before Em, which was yielded unto him, as was alſo Saint Ya- 
lery, and he burnt all chis quarter even hard to Dzepe, He took likewiſe Newf- 
chaſtel, and burnt both ir andall che Country of Caux, or the greateſt part, even 
hard to Roay gates: further, he preſented' himſelf in Perſon before the ſaid 
Town of Roan: heloſt many of his Forragers, whereby his Army was in greac 
diſtre(s of Victuals, In the end, becauſe winter approached, he departed home- 
ward, and his back was no ſooner turned, bur the French recovered Eu and 
Saint Yalery, and' took Priſoners by: compoſition ſeven -ot eight Burgandians 


rhar were within them, 
wap CHAP. XI. 


How the King made Peace with the Duke of Britain, and truce with the Duke of 


Burgundy, 4d how the Earl of Saint Paul eſcaped for that time a Conſpiracy that 
theſe two Princes made againſt him. | | | 


Bout this time I cane to che Kings ſervice in the year 1472, who re-* 
ceivedalſo the ſelf-ſame year, the greateſt part of his brother the Duke 
of Guienne his ſervants, He'lay theri at Poxt de See, making War 
upon the Duke of Bri#arn: 'whither certaini Ambatladorscameto him 
out of Britaiz , and from whence alſo he'{ent his Embaſladors thither. Among 
the reſt that came to him tothe ſaid cown of Pot de See, wete Philip of Eſſars , 
ſervant to the Duke, and 1/7l/;4m of S0uſplerville ſervant to the Lord of Zeſent, the 
which Zeſcur ſeeing his Maſter the Duke of Gazenne at the point of death, took 
ſea at Bourdeaux and departed into Britain, fearing to fall into the Kings hands : he 
embarked in rime, and carried away with himthe D.of Guienzes Confellor (a)and (174; con: 
a Rider of his ſtable, who were charged wich the Dukes death, and remained pri- LS was the 
ſoners in Britaiz many years after. When theſe runffings to and fro had endu- fbbor of Se, 
red a while, the King in the end determined to have Peace with the D. of Britain, 71, —_— 
and to deal ſo.liberally with the Lord of Zeſeut that he would thereby aiſwage prifonerar 
the evil will he bare him, and win him to his ſervice. For as he knew the Duke 15s in 
of Britains forces, being governed by ſo worthy a man, greatly to be feared: fo the =—ay 
was he affared if he could win the ſaid Zeſcut to his ſervice, that the Britains Toner du 
would labour for peace, becauſe he was the only man of wiſdom and experience og 
in the Country : beſides that, generally the Brizains defire nothing more than marvellous 
peace with, France : becauſe continually a great number of them have good 932 <14+and 
etitertainment, and be in good eſtimation in this Realm, and nor unworthily : Gnngely. 
for ſure in times paſt they have done great ſervice here, Wherefore me 
think the King did very wiſely in concluding this Treaty, notwitliſtanding thar 
{ome not conlidering ſo deeply thereof as himſelf, choughr otherwiſe of ir. 
He had a very good opinion of the Lord Zeſcut, and knew there was no 
danger in putting thoſe Offices and places of charge that he did into his hands, 
becauſe he was a man of Honor, and would never during theſe diviſions have 
any intelligence with the Engliſhmen, nor conſent that che Towns in Norman þ Thefs nia: 
ay (b) ſhould be yielded to them, but had been the only ſtay thereof, which ce were Noſe 
was the cauſe of all his preferment. When the King had well debated this thatremained 
matter, he commanded Souſplexville to pur in writing all that his Maſter requi- ned 
red, as well for the Duke as himſelf : which done, the King granted him all his by the Treacy 
demands being theſe : A penſion of 8000. Franks for the Duke: for his .maſter * ©, men- 
the Lord Leſcar, a penſion of 60000 Franks, the Government of Gx/exne, the two —_ —_ 
Is, 
| =—_ Seneſchal- 
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Seneſchalſhips of Zanzes and Bordelozs, the Captainſhip of one of the Caſtles of 
Bourdeaux,the Captainſhip of Blaye,and of the two Caſtles of Bayonxe,of Dax,and 
of Saint Sever, 24000, Crowns in ready money, the Kings order, and the Earl- 
dom of Comminzes. All the which the King granted and agreed unto, ſave 
that the Dukes penſion was diminiſned- by che one half, and continued but ewo 


years, Further, the King gave the ſaid Souſp/ezville 6000. Crowns (which with 


the other 24. thouſand given to his Maſter, wereto be paid in four years.) - A 
penfion of 1200, Franks, the Majoralty of Bayonne, the Balywick of 2/oztargs, 
and certain other ſmall Offices in Gazexze. All the which above rehearſed e- 
ſtates, his Maſter and he enjoyed till the _ death. Philip d' Eſſars likewife was 
made Bayliff of 2eaux,and Lieutenant of: the waters and foreſts throughout the 
Realm of France, and had alſo a penſion granted him of 1200, Franks, and 
4000, Crowns in ready money : all the which offices and eſtares from thar day 
ill che King our Maſter his death they quietly enjoyed, and the Lord of Come- 
2»inges continued during his life his truſty and faithful ſervant. | 

The King having pacified all matters in Bre#arn, marched ſtraight toward Picar- 
dy : for he and the D. of Burgundy uſed always when winter approached, to make 
ecruce for ſix moneths,ora year, and ſometime more. After the which their won- 
ted manner they made truce at this preſent, which the Chancellor of Burgundy 
with certain others cameto the King to conclude, There the Kings Commiſſio- 
ners read the final peace made with the Duke of Britazz, whereby the ſaid Duke 


renounced the league he was entred into with the Engliſhmen and che Duke of | 


Burgundy : wherefore the King required the Duke of Burguxdies Ambaſſadors 
not to comprehend the Duke of 3ritaizin the truce as their confederate , where- 
unto they would not condeſcend, but agreed that the Duke of Britazz ſhould be 
at his choice codeclare himſelf within the time accuſtomed, either the Kings 
confederate or theirs : alledging that heretofore alſo the ſaid Duke had abando- 
ned them by writing, yet had nor departed from their friendſhip. Further 
adding, that though he were a Prince wholly led and governed by others, and 
doing little of himlelf: yetin the end he ever yielded to that which was beſt and 
molt neceſſary for his eſtate. All this wasdone in the year 1473. 

During this treaty they murmured on both fides againſt the Earl of St, Pay/ 
Conſtable of Frazce : For the King and thoſe that were neareſt about him had 
conceived marvellous hatred againſt him, And the Duke of Burgundy hated 
him worſe than they, as he had juſt cauſe to do : for I know the reaſons that mo- 
vedthem both to bear him ill will. The Duke had not yet forgotten that he was 
the only occaſion of the loſs of Amiens and Saint Qxintiz, and perceived well 
that he nouriſhed this War between the King and him. For intime of truce he 
ſpake him as fair as was poſſible, but ſo ſoon as the war opened, he ſhewed him- 
{elf his mortal foc. Further, the Earl had ſought to conſtrain him by force 
to marry his Daughter to the Duke of Guiczze, as before you have heard. Be- 
{ides all this there was yet another grudge : for while the Duke lay before 477- 
ens, the Conſtable made a road into Hexault, and among other cruel Exploits 
burned the Caſtle of Sewre, belonging to a Knight named Maſter Baudoviz of 
Launay : before the which time they uled on neither fide to fireany place. But in 
revenge thereof the Duke this laſt ſummer burned the Country all the way his Ar- 
my patled as before you have heard, Thus they began to practiſe the Conſtables 
deſtruQion : for accompliſhment whereof divers of the Kings men conferred 
with ſuch of the Dukes ſervants as they knew to be his mortal enemies : for the 


French had Kim in as great jealouſic as the Duke of Burgundy bad, and _— 
um 
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him as the only occaſion of the War : wherefore all his creaties and practiſes with 

both parties were ripped up and diſcovered, and they both ſought his death. 
Some man may peradventure ask hereafter, if the King alone were not of 
wer ſufficient to pur him to death : whereunto I anſwer that he was not. For 

is lands lay juſt in the midſt berween the King and the Duke: further, he held 
Saint Q»izti a great and ſtrong Town in Yermandors, and of his own, Har, 
Bohain, and other very ſtrong places near to the ſaid Saint Quptiz, the which 
he might man art all times with any Nation at his own pleaſure, He had charge 
under the King of four hundred men of Arms well payed, of the which com- 
any himſelf was comptroller, and took the muiſter, which was no ſmall profit ro 
him : for his companies were not complear. Beſides all this he had a yearly pen- 
fivn of 45000. Franks, and of every tun of Wine that paſſed through his 
Country into Flanders or Henault, he received a Crown for impoſt. He had 
alſo goodly ſeigniores and poſſeſſions of his own Inheritance, and grear intelli- 
efice as well in Fraxce as in the Dukes Dominions, where he had many Kinſ- 
Dlks and Allies. 435 | \ 
The truce berweeri the King and the D. continued a whole year : all the which 
ſpace this practice endured; and the Kings men addreſſed themſelves wholly to 
the Lord of Himbercourt ( ſooften before-named,) who of long-time had been 
the Conſtables enemy : beſides that; their hatred was lately increaſed For in an 
aſſembly held ar Roye, wherethe Conſtable and others were Comm, iſfioners for 
the King : and the Chancellor of Burgundy and the Lord of Himbercourr, with 
divers others for the Duke: as they conferred together of c heir affairs, the Con- 
ſtable gave the lie very ſhamefylly fo the ſaid Himbercourt, who anſwered 
thereunto, that he would nor bear this reproach at his' hands, were it notin re- 
& to the Kings honour, utider whoſe ſafe Condudt he was come thither as Am- 
baſlador, and the Duke his Maſter whoſe perfon he repreſented, and to whom he 
would make report of this injury done unto Him. This only villany and outrage 
ſo ſoon done, coſt the Conſtable both Lands and Life as hereafter ſhall be decla- 
red more at large. Whetefore thoſe that are in Authority, yea and Princes them- 
ſelves ought to take great heed how they injure any man by word or deed, and 
whom they injure- for the greater they are, the greater grief and ſorrow is con- 
ceived of their words, becauſe they that are injured think chat the great Autho- 
rity of the perfon that injureth them, will cauſe them the more to be marked 
and noted. And if he be their Maſter or Prince they utterly deſpair of benefir 
br good turn at his hands: and moſt men ſerve rather for the Show (ro hope to 
have, thaii for that they have already reccived, | "- 
But to return to the point, the Kings men practiſed continually with Him- 
bercourt, aid likewiſe with the Chancellor, as well becauſe the words ſpoken at 
Roje touched him in parr, as alſo becauſe of the near friendſhip that was be- 
tween Himbercourt and him, And the matter was ſo earneſtly preſſed, that an 
aſſembly was held about it at Bowvines a Town near to Namur , whither the 
King ſent the Lord of Cowrton Governor of Lymoſin, and Maſter John Heberge 
afterward Biſhop of Exreax: and the Duke, the ſaid Chancellor and Himber- 

court, beirig the year 1474. _— | | 

\ The Conſtablebeing informed that they practiſed at Bouvines td his coſt, 
ſent with all ſpeed to both the Princes, advertiſing them that he underſtood of all 
their doings, and ſo cunningly he wrought, that he perſwaded the King that the 
Duke meant nothing bur deceit, only to allure the ſaid Conſtable ro his friend- 
thip: whereupon with all ſpeed the King ſenc to his Ambaſſadours at Bowvines, 
| + OS - command- 
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commanding them to conclude nothing againſt the Conſtable for certain rea-. 
ſons he would declare unto them, but to prolong the truce according to their 
inſtructions, for a ycar or ſix moneths I wot not well whecher, Bur when the me(- 
ſenger arrived, he found the Treaty already concluded, and the writings ſealed 
and deliveredthe night before. Notwithſtanding the Ambaſladors had ſo good; 
intelligence together, and were ſo great friends each to other, that they delivered 
the writings back again: the Contents whercof were, that the Conſtable for 
the reaſons therein rehearſed, was declared enemy and traytor to both the Prin- 
ces: who promiſed and ſwore cach to other, that whether of them could firſt lay 
hands on him, ſhould cither pur him to death within eight days, or deliver him 
co the other to do with him at his pleaſure. Ir was alſo therein concluded, that 
he ſhould be proclaimed by ſound of trumpet enemy to both the Princes, and 
likewiſe all chat ſhould ſerve, help, aid, or favour him, Further,the King promiſed 
to deliver tothe Duke the Town of Saint Q4:z7iz, fo often before mentioned, 
and to give him all the Conſtables treaſure and moveables that ſhould be found 
inthe Realm of Fraxce, with all ſuch Scigniores and Lordſhips as were held of 
the faid Duke, and among thereſt Haz and Bohaiz, which are two very ſtrong 
places. Laſtly, a day was appointed, when both the King and the Duke ſhould 
{end their Forces to beſicge him in Haz, Notwithſtanding for the reaſons above 
rehearſed, this concluſion was clean broke off, and a day and place aſſigned 
where the Conſtable ſhould come to commune with the King under ſafe con- 
du: for he ſtood in doubt of his perſon, becauſe of the late treaty held at Bo- 
vizes. Theplaceafſigned was three leagues from Noyoz near to the Town of 
La Fere, upon a pretty River which no man could paſs, becauſe the Conſtables 
men had taken up all the 'Bridges.In the ſaid place was a narrow cauley, over- 
thwartche whicha ſtrong grate was built, whicher the Conſtable came firſt, ac- 
companied with all his men of Arms, or the greateſt part: for he had with him 
above three hundred Gentlemen all men of Arms : and himſelf wore his quirace 
under a ſhort gown ungirt. | The King came accompanied with the Earl of 
Dampmartiz Lord great Maſter of France the Conſtables mortal enemy, and 
with ſix hundred men of Arms and better, and ſent me before him to make his 
excuſe to the Conſtable of his long ſtay;: and ſoon after arrived himſelf, and 
they communed together :-at which their communication were preſent five or 
fix of the Kings ſervants, and as many of the Conſtables, who excuſed his co- 
ming thither in Arms, becauſe he ſtood in fear of the Earl of Dampmartin as 
he (aid. -Tobe ſhort, in the end it was agreed that all offences paſt ſhould be 
forgiven and forgotten : and the Conſtable paſſed through the grate to our ſide 
of the River,where the Earl of Dampmartin and he were made friends. That 
night he lodged with the King at Noyoz, and the next morning returned to 
Saint Qintiz throughly reconciled as: he ſaid. Bur when the King had well 
weighed this matter, and heard the murmuring of the people, he accuſed him- 
ſclf of great folly in going after this ſort tro commune with his ſervant, and ſto- 
machednor alittle, that hefound the grate ſhut between them, conſidering that 
all the Conſtables men of Arms were his ſubjects ,- and paid out of his Cofters ; 
whereforeif his hatredagainſt the Conſtable were great before, ſure this mee- 
ting mutchdncreaſed it: and as touching the Conſtable, his proud ſtomach was 


_—_— 
no whit abated, 
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= A diſcourſe very fit for this place, of the wiſdom of the King apd the Conſtable, 


> with good advertiſements to ſuch as are in credit with, Princes. 


FE; F a man conſider well this action of the Kings, he cannot bur judge itto 
proceed of great wildom : for I am of opinion that the Duke of Bur- 
»updie 10 recover Saint Quintin would eaſily have pardoned the Con- 
ſtable all his offences; notwithſtanding any promiſe made to the 
King of the coptrary : Further as touching the Conſtable, though 

he werea gcatlcman of great wiſdom and underſtanding, yet did he very unadvi- 

ſedly, and it appeared 'that God had utterly berett him of all good advice, in 

Bs that he came thus difgyiſed , before che King his Maſter , whole ſubjects 

| All themen\ of arms were that accompanied him: and to ſay the truth, his very 

by countenance ſhewed him to be aſtoniſhed and abaſhed thereat : for when he 

8 came in perſon to the place, and found the grate ſhut berween the King and 

bim, he cauſed it forthwith to be opened, and patſled to our fide of the river, where 
undoubtedly he was in great danger, | 
This his doing pcradventure himſelf and his familiar friends accounted a 
worthy exploit : [ſuppoſing the King to ſtand in fear of him, whom alſo they re- - 
puted a timorous Prince, And rue itis that he was fo at times when there was 
cauſe why : bur not aiwayes when the world ſo judged of him. For you ſhall un- 
derſtand , that the civil wars with the Princes of his Realm, out of the which he 
. had wouad himlelf by large-gifts and promifes , had beaten this leſſon into his 
head, nor to put any thing in adventure if he could compaſs his purpoſe by any 
other means : which cauſed a number of men to ſuppoſe all his doings to pro- 
ceed of fear. Bur divers that upon this imagination attempted fooliſh enter- 
priles againſt him, foand themſelves much deceived, namely the Earlof Ar- 
mignack and others, whom their fond attempts coſt full dear. For the King 
knew when it was time to fear, and not to fear, Sure thispraiſeI dare boldly 
give him ( which though happily I have written before, yer delerveth again to 

q be ſpoken ) that he was the wiſeſt man in adverſity that ever I knew, But tore- 

4 . turn to my diſcourſe of the Conſtable, who delired peradventure to hold the 

F King in fear, art the leaſt T ſuppoſe ſo ( for I will not charge him withir, but write 

this cnly for an advertiſement to thoſe that are in Princes ſervice, and under- 
ſtand not all alike the affairs of this world :) for mine own parrt, if I had a friend, 
I would adviſe him to endeavour himſelf that his Maſter might love him, not 
fear him : for I never knew man whoſe authority depended of the fear his 
; Maſter had of him, that ſped not evil in the end, and that by his Maſters con- 
ſeat, Examples enow have bcen ſeen hereof in our time, or not long before. 
In this Realm of the Lord of Tri#:oville and others : In Exgland of the Earl of 

; -Warwick and his faction, I could name ſome alſo in Spaize and in other Coun- 

5 trys. Bur thoſe that ſhall read this diſcourſe may peradventure be able ro ſay 

| more therein than my ſelf. This their preſumption oftentimes proceedeth of 

2 their good ſervice: for they think their experience ſo great that they cannot be 

6 ſpared, and their deſerts ſuch that their Maſters ought to bear all thingsat their 

hands. Bur Princes on the contrary fide both ſay and think, rthatmen are bound 

to do them ſervice, and deſire nothing more than to be rid of ſuch malapert fel- 
+ EE 
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lowes. Touching the which point, I muſt needs ſpeak ſomewhat of the King 
our Maſter : for once he rold mein talking of choſe that do their Prince | ſer- 
vice( naming withal his authour from whom he received this opinion ) that good 
ſervice ſometime undoerh men : and is recompenſed with great ingratitude, not 
alwayes by the Maſters forgerfulneſs, but many rimes through the ſervants own 
faulc : who preſuming upon their good ſervice behave themlelves arrogantly, 
cither towards their Maſters or their fellows. Further , as touching thole thac 
come to preferment in Court, this was his opinion : char he is bappier that re- 
<civeth a benefit of the Prince he ſerveth , without great deſert, whereby he 
ſtandech bound to his Prince: than he thar hath done ſo great ſervice, that his 
Prince ſcemeth indebted to him : adding, that he for his part loved thoſe berrer 
chat were bound to him, than thoſe to whom he was bound, Thus you ſee how 
hard itis tolivein this worldin any eſtate : wherefore greatly are they bound ©© 
God, whom he hath indued with underſtanding how to govern themſelyes i 
their vocation, This interview between che King and the Conſtable was in clte 
year 1474. 
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How the Duke of Burgundie being ſeized of the Duchie of Gueldres , ſought to ex- «This Duke 


croach farther upon the Almaines, and how he laid hu ſteye before Nuz, diapbemrct- 
T daughter to 
* Charlss Puke 


He ſame ſummer (as I remember) that the King and the Conſtable met, of zowhor, 
the Duke of Burgundy went ro Conquer the Duchy of Guel/dres, upon —— 
a title worthy of remembrance, to the end we may thereby conſider the pyje of 2u 
wonderful judgements and power of God, There was a young Duke 2mdz.a1y. 

of Gueldres named Adolph, who married his wife (being of the houſe of Bowrbox, Puke _ 

and ſiſter to Peer Duke of Bayrboz ( 4) now living ) in the Duke of Burgundies —— hank Mey = 

Court, for the which cauſe he was well favoured there, This Duke Adolph com- 4 _ _ 

mitted an horrible fa& : for one evening he rook his father: named Duke "$6 other 

Arnold priſoner as he was going to bed, and led him five Dutch miles on approved aw- 

foot bare legged in a marvellous. cold night, and laid him in a deep dungeon -— oo 

the ſpace of ix moneths (5), where he ſaw no light bur through a little hole. Where- cjardis agree 

fore the Duke of Clewves ( whole ſiſter the old Duke gu Legranir had married ) m_ C = 
made ſharp war upon this young Duke 4do/ph. The Duke of Burgundie ſought kh Mon- 
divers means to agrce them, bur no good could be done, Wherefore in the end bouy or Men- 
the Pope and the Emperour began to ſtir in this mMter fo far forth, that the Duke _ __ - 
of Burgundie under you curſes, was commianded to take the old Duke out of captain or 


pres which he did accordingly : for the young Duke durſt not withſtand him, 89vernour : 


oth becauſe he ſaw ſo many good men againſt him, and alſo becauſe of the Dukes +-——pl 


| great force. I have often icen them both cogether in the Duke of Burgundies pedegree of 


. _ o the Duke 
chamber, pleading their cauſe before a great aſſembly, and once I ſaw the good (EPs 


old man preſent the combarte to his ſon, The Duke. of Burgwpdie was very de- 4Iet ic 
firous to agree them, and offered the young Duke ( whom he favoured) the ticle fee ttrange 


thar this 


of Governour (c) of Gzelderlazd with all the revenues thereof, ſave of one little ;un; Hue, 


town near t9 Brabant called Grave, which ſhould remain to the father , with whom our 


the revenues of three thouſand florens, a yearly penfion of as much and the ti- wn 


tle of Duke; as was but reaſon. I with others wiſer than my ſelf were appointed reporteth to 


' to make report of theſe conditions to the young Duke, who anſwered us, that he fave been 


well favourcd 


had rather throw his father headlong intoa Well, and himſelf after, than agree $gFuhe Dae 


to ſuch an appointment ; alledging that his father had been Duke forty tour of Buruy 
years, and that it was now time for him ro govern. Notwithſtanding he ſaid 374 —_ 


that he would willingly agree to give him a yearly penſion of three thouſand foned in his 


florens, with condition that he ſhould depart the countrey as a baniſhed man, ms 
'OUu 1INall uns 


never to return: and divers other like ſuch lewd ſpeeches he Juſed. This hapned Jernand har 


at the very ſame inſtant, that the King wan Amtiens from the Duke of Burgyx- the Duke of . 
ay, who was then with theſe two Dukes at Dourlans, whence becauſe of the wars r_ 


he departed in haſt to Hed, forgetting this matter. This young Duke put on' Duke 4-191: 
French apparel (4) and He with one only ſervant, to repair home into "i" himieth, 


. ' b . . + © 2d h- $ 

his Country, But as he ferried over a water near tO Namear, he payed a gildon vary "Ay of 

for his paſlage, whereupon a Prieſt there preſent miſtruſting who he ſhould be, ons Fl 
IKES ITIE 


communes thereof with the ferry.man, and viewed well the young Duke and knew y2.cqme us 


him . for. 
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him. There he was taken and led co Namur, 
Duke of Burgundies\ death : after the which, 
| him, and would perforce have conſtrained 


where he remained priſoner till the 
the Citizens of Game delivered 
the Dukes daugfiter afterward 


« Tie EmPe- Ducheſs of Auſtrich to marry him. They led him alſo with them before Tory. 


ror ſtirr d not 


azainlt the 


Duke of Bur- 
gundy, for ta- 
king by force 
the Dechy of 


Gutlares 
which was 
held of the 
Empire, be- 
cauſe the 
Dukes of 
Guclares by 
the ſpace of 
thiity years 
had done no 


h 3 208 oy : : 
omage core lofty and high minded, becauſe he had gotten this Duchy into hisc 


Empire. 


ay, Where being weakly accompanied in a certain Skirmiſh 
{ſain , in full Foonge of his impiety againlt his father, The father during his 
ions impriſonment died : the Duke of Bur #nay yet living, whom 
his ſaid ſons ingratitude and unnaturalneſs hc made his heir, by the which citle 
the Duke at this preſent conquered the ſaid Duchy of Guelayes (a), where he 
tound ſome reſiſtance : but becauſe he was mighty and in truce with the Kin 
he calily ſubdued ir, and held jt all che dayes of his life, and his offipring poſleflerh 
It yet at this day, andſo ſhall as long as ir picaſech God. This as 7 (aid. ar the 
beginning, TI have rehearſed only ro thew, that ſuch cruelty and impiety never rc- 
maineth unpunithed, BE. 


The Duke of Burgundy being returned into his Country grew wonderful 
laws, and 


he was milerab] 


Duke ſi'>dued Began to find great {wcerneſs in theſe Dutch enterpriſes, both for thar the Em- 


Guelares, 
Anno 1473+ 
Meyer, 

b I: was our 
aw hor bim- 


ſelf that gave 


the King this 


advice. Meyer, 
c This quarrel 


began 

Anno 1473» 
Meyer. 

a The Palz- 
£/avcs name 
was Robert, 
his Chapcer 
and he were 
at var;ance 
n ſuch ſorry 


that they had 


gotren bim 
excommuni- 
cated, and 

c hoſen Hats 
an the 
Lauttorave 


of H.fſ.s bro» . X | 
ther to govern Utterly conſume himſelf againſt the grearneſs and force of Almain, be 


the Chu;ch. 
Then the 
Duke of 
Burzdy rook 
upon him to 
place bim 
again 

1n his Sea, 
which appcr- 
rained not to 
h.m, but ro 
the Empercur 


in the end this burthen the.cof preſſed him to the ground, for in the ſelf ſa 
travelled with Edward King of Exz/azd topaſs with his Ar 


Rovect Was ta- 
ken and died 
in priſon. 


pcrour was a Prince of an abje& mind, enduring all things rather than he woutd 
ipendany thing : and alſo becauſe without aid of the Princes of the Empire his 
own force was bur ſmall. Wherefore the Duke prolonged the truce with the 
King. Some of the Kings ſervants were of opinion, that the Kins did unadyi- 
ſedly to prolong the truce,and ſuffer the Duke to grow as he did, And lure chey 
had ſome apparence of reaſon to lead them {oroſay, but becauſe they lacked ex- 
pericnce and had not ſeen i world abroad, they wiſt not what the matrer 
meant. Bur others that unrſtood the caſe better than they, and were able ro 
ſay more therein, becauſe they had travelled thoſe Countrys , adviſed the Kino 
tO prolong the truce, and permit the Duke to wear ard weary himſelf againſt 
the Country of Almaine ( the greatneſs and force whereof is almoſt incredible ) 
( 5) alledging that after he had taken one place, oratchicved one enterpriſe, he 
woul] forthwith actempr another: for one good adventure could nor contenc 
his nature , wherein he was of diſpoſition clean contrary to the King : for the 
Duke the more he was buſicd, themore he ſoughe to buſie himſelf Wherefore 
they rold the King that he could no way better be revenged of the Duke thanb 

fuffering him to run himſelf our of breath ac he did,adviſing him withall rather 4 
ſend him ſome ſmall aid, than put him in any donbt. of breach of ch 


ther alledging, that it could not otherwiſe happen bur that he muſt of —_ 


Princes of the Empire would make reliſtance, were the Emperour never 
a man : and fo it came topaſsin the end, 

There was a quarrel ( © ) between two pretending title to the Biſhoprick of 
Conlon : one of the which was the Lantzgrave of Heſſes brother, 
wal 6p . The Duke of Br gundy took part with 
me P4:2grave, and attempted to place him in the ſea of Couloiz by force, tru- 
ſting thereby to ſeize ſome places of the Country into his own hands, and to 
that end went and laid his liege before uz, a Town near r0 Conlbin: in the 
year 1474. He had fo many great enterpriſes in his head, that in the end the 


me ſummer he both 


CY CY oamynge my into Frazxce, be- 
Ing in a readineſs by his ſuic and ſolicitation : and purpoſed No to atchieve his 


he hadtaken Nuz, he meant to man it 
well, 


ſo {imple 


becaule of 


cauſe the 


EY 
he 


TY 
hs 


ent. The Lantzgrave, as Ihave ſaid, was brother to the Biſhop elected, again 


| jects a marvellous number well armed, and who. long had been trained upinth 


levied there, becauſe the King may attempt no war before he have aſſembled 
| his Court of Parliament, being the ſame-in effec that the three eſtatesin Frexce, 
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well, and two or three other places above Cou/0in (a), whereby the City of Con- 4 The league 
erween 


| hinbeing at his commandment (5) , he might have gone up countermount againſt pt... 


the River of Rheine into the Country of Ferrette which he then held, and ſo al! the Biſhop 

the Rheize ſhould have been under his ſubje&ion even down to Holland, where - 

it cntreth the ſea ; upon the which River are more ſtrong Towns and Caſtles mentioned 
ro 


than in any Realm chriſtned except France. The truce with the King was pro- ( belonging. of 
> . = o © bd [4 e 
longedfor {1x months, whichtime being now almoſt expired, the King travelled to ;,,y;r,» 


rolong it ſtill co the end the Duke might do his plealure in Almain: whereunto ſhould hve 
remained co 


the Duke would not agree becauſe of his promiſe to the Engliſhmen. +a M 
I would gladly pais over this ſiege of N#uz, becauſe it is out of the courſe of his charges. 
my hiſtory, for I was not preſentat it : notwithſtanding ſomewhat I am forced «wa be- 
: : ; . 1 fieged the 28 
ro ſpeak thereof, becauſe of divers accidents depending thereupon. -The ſaid ,*;,,, 1... 
Town of Nuz was marvellous ſtrong, and within was the Laxtzgrave of Heſſe (c), Myer. 
with many of his kinsfolks and friends, to the number of 1800. horſmen as I - er _ 
have been informed ( who valiantly behaved themſelves,) and of footmen tuffici- fo char if the 
{|} Duke bad 
him whom the Duke of Burgwnady defended, who laid his ſiege before N#z in the E_- _ 


: four places 
year 1474 above Couloin 


His force was never. ſo great as then, eſpecially of horſemen : for becauſe he {,07-: Ciry 


meant to attempt ſomewhat in ray, he had in pay a thouſand 7taliaz men of of couvir be- 


Arms good and bad, under the leading of one called the Earl of Campobache a p_ = 


Neapolitaz born ct the houſe of Ajoxs faction, a dangerous and a traiterous him,muti 
fellow. Inthe Dukes Camp ſerved alſo Fames Galeot a valiant gentleman of Na- perforce have 


pes and divers others, whoſe names for brevity I paſs over, Further, he had in —_ 


is Army three thouſand Engliſh men excellent good ſouldiers, and of his own ſub- ment: 

ec is Lantt- 
wars, beſides great force of goodly pieces of artillery : all the which-preparation {cu m 
he pur in readineſs to joyn with the Engliſh men ar their landing, who uſed as grandfather 


il it i 7 ro Philip tha 
great diligence in Exg/azd as they could. Bur itis long before an Army can be Ia died. 


which me think is a very good and laudable cuſtom. For the King by that means 
is the ſtronger and the better ſerved in all enterpriſes he taketh in hand with 
the conſent of his Eſtates, ro whom when they are aflembled he declareth his in- 
rent, and deſireth aid of his ſubjects: for no ſubſidy is leviedin — bur for 


invaſion of France or Scotlad, or ſuch like enterpriſes of great charge, which 


then the people grant willingly and liberally, eſpecially roſpaſs 'into Frazce : 
wherefore the Kings of England uſe often when money faileth them to levy an 
Army, and make ſhew as though they would invade Scotland or France. But af- 
ter they have received money for a year, they lie abroad in Camp three months, 
and then return home and diſmiſs their Army : which practiſe King Edward was 
well acquainted with and ſed ofcen, | 

It was at the leaſt a year beforethis Engliſh Army could be in readineſs, buc 
when it was furniſhed of all things neceſſary, the King of Exglazd advertiſed-the 
Duke of Byrgardy thereof, who in the beginning of the ſummer went before V#z, 
truſting in ſhort ſpace to put his Biſhop in poſſeſſion, and to retain certain places, 
as Nuz and others in his own hands, to what purpoſe you have heard before. . 

I think yerily that this proceeded of God, who beheld with a pitiful eye-this 
Realm of Frazce : which undoubtedly the Duke might ſhrewdly have ſhaken, 
conſidering that his Army'was mighty and all of old ſouldiers, accuſtomed by the 

| b: — | ſpace 
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ſpace of many years to enter and {pil chis Realm withour any reſiſtance, ſave 
oaly by defence of the ſtrong Towns. True it is tha this procceded of the 
King who would hazard nothing, partly for fear of the Dukes force, and partly 
for doubt of Rebellion in his Realm if he thould receive an overthrow : for he 
kacw himſeifnor to be beloved of all his ſubjects , eſpecially the Nobility. And 
(if I may ucterall ) he hath efcioons rold me, that he knew his ſubjects well 
enough, and ſhould find them rebellious if his affairs happened ro have hard 
ſucceis: wherefore when the Duke of Burguzayentred into the Realm, he man. 
ned the Towns well by which he paſled : whereby in ſhort ſpace the Dukes 
Army brake it ſelf, and the King never endangered his eſtate : which undoubr. 
edly proceeded of great wildom. But all this notwithſtanding the Dukes 
force being ſo great as it was: if the King of Exglands Army had allo entred in 
the beginning of ſummer, (as afſuredly ic would, had not the Duke fo obſtinare- 
ly lycn before N#z, ) undoubtedly the Realm had ſtood ingreat danger : for ne- 
ver King of Exglazd paſled at once with fo great force, norſo well diſpoſed to 
fight. All the great Lords of Exgland were there,none excepted. Their men of 


Arms were 1500, atthe leaſt ( which was much for the Engliſh men ) all well ap- * 
pointed and well accompanied , and 14080 Archers on horſeback, beſides a 


great number of footmen that ſerved in the Army, and iti all their Camp was : : 
not one Page. Further, the King of Exg/axd had ina readineſs three thouſand |. 
| I aw © 
my ſelf wo letters written with the Lord of rfes own hands; { then ſervant to | 
the Duke of Britain, but afterwards Maſter of the horſe to King Charles : ) the © 


men toland in Br#tain, to joyn there with the Duke of Britains forces. 


one addreſſed to the King of Exglaxd, and the other to the Lord Haſtinzs Lotd 
«The Lord great Chamberlain of Exg/azd (a). The contents whereofamoiig divers other 
Haſtigs was things were, that the Duke of Brizaiz would do more in France by intelli- 
indeed bur | h, than the King of Exg/azd and the Duke of Burgundy, ( niot- 

Chamberiain S&NCE 1N 4 Mont 2 8 n B a gunay, 
of the Kings withſtanding their great forces ) in half a year : which words I think woa!d 
houſe. haved proved true, if the matter had come to execution. Bur God (who hath al- 
 wayes loved this Realm ) diſpoſed of theſe affairs, as hereafter you ſhall hear. 
Theſe letters above mentioned, the King bought of one of the King of Exglazds 

Secretaries for threſecore marks of ſilver, 


CHAP. 1H. 


How the Town of Nuz was ſuccoured by the Emperour and the Almains againſt the 
Duke of Burgundy, aud of other enemies that the King procared the Date, 


| He Duke of Burgundy as you have heard, was now bufied before Nuz, 
and found the enterpriſe of more difficulty than he ſuppoſed, The City 


of Coxloizs fituate upon the River of Rhezne, four leagues above Nuz, 
ſpent monthly ( 4 Jin the wars 100004. gold gildons for fear ofthe 


» The Ciry of ke, And they and certain other Towns above them hac = fifteen or 


C0014 took | . 
vart vith tte ſixteen thouſand footmen into the field, who encamped on the ot 


er {ide of the 
Chapter River, dire&tly over againſt the Duke, and planted greatforce of Artillery upon 
ga nt ever. che bank , thinking thereby to cur off his vicuals that came up the ſtream 
gndies out of Gzel/derland, and to fink the boats by Canon ſhot. Moreover, the Empe- 
>: »- roar and the Princes Electors of the Empire aſſembled together abour this buſineſs, 
and concluded to levy an Army : whereunto the King ſent divers meſſengers to 
ſollicite them,to whom alſo they ſent a Chanon of Comteiz,of the houſe of Baviere, 


accoms- 
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accompanied with another Ambaſſadour, who broughc him aroll of the Army the 
Emperor was reſolved co levy, it he for his part would joyn in the enterpriſe. It is 
not to be doubred but that they received a good anſwer with promiſe of all they 
demanded:furcher,the King affwred by Letters as well the Emperor as divers Princes 
and Towns, that ſo ſoon as the Emperor with his Army ſhould be come to Conlozy, 
he would ſend 20000, men to joyn with him, under the- leading of the Lord of 
Cran and Sallezard, Thus this Dutch Army prepared to march, being greater 
than is almoſt credible (4); for all the Princes of Almain as well ſpiritual as tem- a The Empe - 
poral, all the Biſhops, Towns, and commonalties had men there, yea, ſo great _—_ =” pay 
numbers every one of them, that ( as Iwas informed ) the Biſhop of 4ſunſter, 7.5 en! 
who is none of the richeſt Biſhops, had in this Army ſix cthoufand footmen, four- 
teen hundred Horſemen, and twelve hundred Waggons all covered with green : 
erue it is that his Biſboprick lieth near ro Nuz (4), The Emperor was ſeven # Bu his Bi- 
moneths in levying this Army ; which time expired : he.came andencamped —_ ny 
within half a League of the Duke of Burgundy: by divers. of whoſe: men Ihave tc river of | 
been advertiſed, that thoughthe King of E:glands Army and the Dukes had been Rhee 
joyned both rogerher, yer ſhould they nor have been the third part of the Em- 

rors, neither in men nor-in Tents and Pavillions. Beſides the Emperors force, 
was alſs this other Army above mentioned, which lay. direQly over againſt the 
Duke on the other {ide of the River, -and endammaged greatly his Camp, and cur 
off much of his Vicuals, : | EE 

W hen the Emperor and the Princes of the Empire were come before N#z,they 
ſent rothe King a Doctor of great authority with them'called Heſevare, afterward 
a Cardinal, who came to ſollicice the King to perform his - promiſe, and ſend the 
forces whereof he had aſſured the Emperor by Letters, otherwiſe to tell him that © 
the Almains would conclude Peace. =: S | 

The King put him in good hope that he would ſodo; and gave him a preſent 
of four hundred Crowns, and ſent with' him' to the Emperor 'one called Foy 
Tiercelin Lord of Broff : notwithſtanding the Doctor | departed nothing well 
contenced. During this Siege marvellous practiſes were entertained. - The King 
travelled to conclude peace with the Duke of Burgina), ar the leaſt to-prolong the * 
truce;to the end the Exgliſb men ſhould not paſs the Seas”, The King of Zolayd on 
the other ſide laboured to the uttermoſt. of his power to perſwade the Duke to de- 
part from N#z, and perform-his promiſe by aiding him to make Warin Fraxce, - 
alledging thar the Summer was far ſpent. And the Lord Scales a courteous Knight, 
Nephew to the Conſtable of Fraxce, with divers others, was twice ſent Ambaſ- 
ſadour, to the Duke to ſollicite him thereunto: but he was obſtinate. Whereb 
it manifeſtly appeared, that God had troubled his wits and underſtanding : for dl 
his life time he had laboured the Exp/ſb.men to paſs into- France, and now when 
they were in a readineſs, and all things prepared forthe wars as well in Bri#4inas 
elſewheres he lay obſtinately before a place impregnable. With the Emperor 
was a Legate ſent from the Pope, who rode daily beeween the two Camps to 
Treat of Peace. The King of Dexmark rame allo, thither, and travelled co 
pacifie this controverſie, being lodged in a little Town hard by both che Armies : 
ſotliar the Duke might have departed to the Exglifb men with honourable coh- 
ditions. Notwithſtanding he - would not, but excuſed himſelf co the King of 
England upon his honour, which he (aid ſhould be foiled if he levyed his Siege, 
with divers ſuch like flenderexcuſes, Here you maſt note, that theſe were not 
thoſe E-gliſh men thar in the time of Duke 7?hilip his Father had made War fo 
long in this Realm, bur theſe were young — utterly unacquainted with 


li 


ry eve arr.” 
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our Frexchaffairss Wherefore the Duke procceded very fondly if he meant to 
uſe their help : for he ſhould the firſt Summer have been continually with them, 
leading them from place to place, and inſtructing them what was to be done, 
While che Duke lay chus obſtinately before Vuz,War aroſe againſt him on twg 
or three {ides : for the Duke of Zorrain, who hitherto had been in peace with him, 
ſenc to defie him before Nuz, by the Lord of Crans perſwaſion, -who to further the 
Kings affairs allured the Duke of Zorraiz thereunto, aſſuring him: thar ir would 


rurn greatly to his profit. Incontinent the ſaid Duke oi. Zorra7z pur himſelf into | 


the Field,and ſpoiled all the Duchy of Zuxembourz,and razed a place there called | 


"2 
[2 


Pierre-forte,ewo Leagues from Nancy. Further, by the Kings procurement ang | 


certain of his ſervants, a League was made for ten years between the Swiſſers and © 


« Theſe Towns Certain Towns upon the River of Rhexe (4) (namely, Baſil, Strasbourg, and © 
were Straſ- : 4 c Fi P- 
br-x,, Stechat, Others) which before had been their enemies, Peace was allo concluded between 


berg » 
—_ and the King ſtirred up covertly againſt the Duke of Burguray. 


Briſſa:. As the matter was concluded, fo allo was it executed : for in a fair Moon-ſhine |. 


% 


ariſcth be- 


cauſe one andintheenditruck off his head. Immediately after his death all the County of | 


nameth him Fexezte yielded to Duke S775/mond, and the Swiſſers began to make War in Bur- | 


e Others write'that he was beheaded ar Briſac a Town near to Baſil, f The Lord of Blaſmond led this Army, and in this ” 


Battel the Buygundians loſt 2000, men, Anal, Burgnnd, 


CHAP. III. 


. How the King warn from the Duke of Burgundy the Caſtle of Tronquey, the Towns 
of Montdidier, Roye, '4zd Corby, and how he ſought to perfwade the Em- 
perour Frederick to feize upon all that the ſaid Duke held of the Empire, 


Bout this time the truce ended between the King and the Duke to the 
- Kings great grief, who gladly would haveprolonged it, bur ſeeing no 
remedy , he went and beſieged a little Caftle called Troyquor in 
-F- the year 1475. inthe very beginning of Summer, the pleaſanteſt time 
of the year, : The Caſtle in ſhort ſpace was taken by afſaulc, The next day the 
King ſent me to Parle with them that were within 24ontdidier, who yielded 
-the Town,and departed with Bag and Baggage. Thence I wen the third day be- 
' ng accompanied with the Admiral of Fxaxce Baſtard'of Bourboy, to Parle with 
; themthat were within Roye; who in like manner yielded the place becauſe they 
: 7. - woe 
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were uttecly in deſpair of ſuccours, which ſure if the Duke had been in the Coun- 
try they would not have done, Notwithſtanding both theſe Towns were burn- 
ed contrary to our promile. Thence the King departed, and laid his Camp be- 
fore Corbie which abode the Siege. Goodly approaches were made to the Town, 
and the Kings Artillery ber it three daies: within it was the Lord of Coxtay (a) and # This Contay 


is {uccellor to 


divers others, who yielded the place and departed with B:g and Baggage : two jen. 


daies after, this poor Town was alſo ſacked and burned as the twoformer. Then ed inthe wars 
the King thought to repair home with his Army, rruſting ro perſwade the Duke 282m the 
of Burgundy to make Truce, conſidering the diſtreſs he was in. But a certain a 
Lady whom I know well, yet willnot name becauſe ſbeis ſtill living, writ him a 

Letter, willing him to lead his Army into Arr.z5,and into thoſe parts : whereunto 

the King agreed, for the was a woman of Honour, I commend her not in thus do- 

ing : for ſhe was in no reſpect bound to the King. The King ſen chither the Lord 

Admiral baſtard of Bowrbon with a great band of men, -* which burned * many 

Towns in thoſe quarters, and ſpoiled all the Country between Abbeville and 

Arras : wherenpon the Citizens of 4rr45,who were puffed up with pride becauſe 

of thcir long proſperity, compelled the Garriſon of the Towa to ifſue forth. Bur 

being roo weak to encounter with the Kings Forces, they were put to flight and 

purſued io ſpeedily that many of them were ſlain and taken, together with all their 
Captains, name'y, Maſter Fames of St. Paul (b ) the Conſtables brother, the 5 This Zones 


L. of Contay, the L, of Carency, and divers others: ſome of the which were near is ER 
Orner Nos 


Kinſmen to the Lady her ſelf that had cauſed this enterpriſe, ſo that ſhe received 7.7.0.4 of 


oreat dammage by the overthrow : but che King for her ſake repaired all in time, xitchcho:r2. 
The King ſent to the Emperour ( as you have heard ) Fohz Tiercelin Lord of 
Broſs, partly to ſolicite him not to make peace with the Duke of Burguxdy, and 
partly to make his excuſe for not ſending his Forces according to his promiſe, and 
further to aflure him, that he would ſhortly ſend them, and would alſo continue 
ro ſpoil and endammage the Dukes dominions, as well in the marches of Burguz- . 
dy (c) asalſoin Picardy. Laſtly, he madetiim a new overture, which was, that ,.. . 
they ſhould ſwear each to other, not to make peace the one with the other, 010d wee 
and that the Emperor ſhould ſeize into his hands all the feigniories that the Duke 3242, the 
held, and ought to hold of the Empire , and proclaim them forfeired' ro him, Þ:,* 599%” 
and he would do the like with all thoſe that were held of the Crown of Frazce, Regendians 2 
namely Flanders, Artois, Burgundy and thereſt. The Emperor though all his 8'** vver- 
life time he had made ſmall ſhew of any valour, yet was he wiſe, and of great expe- awhor Sock 
rience, becauſe of his ancient years. Further, theſe praQices, between us, and next Chapter 
him had continued ſo long chat he waxed weary of the Wars, notwithſtanding 73" mn 
that they coſt him nevera Groat, For all the Princes of A/maiz lay there upon 
their own charge, as their manner is when the War concerneth the ſtate of the 
Empire. The Emperor anſwered the Kings Ambaſladours after this fort : There 
was ſometime near to a certain City in Germazy, a great Bear that much en- 
dammaged the Country, three good Fellows of the which City being Tavern 
haunters,came to a Tavern where they were indebted, deſiring their Hoſt yer once 
more to give them credit, promiſing him within two daies payment of che whole 
debt; for they would take this Bear that did ſo much harm inthe Country, 
whoſe Skin was worth a great ſumm of money, beſides the preſent that good folks 
would give them, whereunto the Hoſt agreed: and when they had dined, forth 
they went towards this Beaſts Cave, near to the which when they approached 
they met with the Bear unlooked for,and being ſtrucken with ſudden fear fled, one 
got up. into a Tree, the other fled towards the Town, bur the third, the Bear took 
| L 2 | and 


112 The fourth Bock of 


and overthrew, and foiled under her Feer, holding her Muſſel hard to his ear. 
The poor ſoul lay flat upon the ground, as though he had been dead. Now you 
ſhall underſtand, that che nature of a Bear is ſuch, that whatſoever ſhe holdecth 
in her claws man or beaſt, ſo ſoon as ſhe ſeeth ir to leave ſtirring, ſhe forthwith for- 
ſaketh it, ſuppoſing it to be dead, as alſo this Bear left this poor Fellow, not doing 
him any great harm, and returned to her Den, Then he ſecing the danger paſt, 
aroſe = went toward the Town. Bur his Fellow that ſtood in the Tree having 
beheld all this pageant, came down, and ran crying after him to ſtay, and when he 
had overtaken him, deſired him torell him faithfully what counicl the Bear gave 
him in his ear, whereto ſhe held her muſſel ſo long : whereunto his fellow anſwered, 
that ſhe bade him never to ſell the Bears Skin till the Bear were flain, And with 
this Fablepaid the Emperor our King, not giving his Ambaſladours any further 
anſwer, as though he ſhould have taid, come hither according to your promiſe,and 
let us take this Duke if wecan, and then make partition of his 200ds. 


CHAP. IV. 


& This :over- | : : EY: : 
throw the D. Foy the Conſtable began to be had in ſuſpicion again, as well of the King, as of 
of Bobo gave the Duke of Burgundy. 


the Burgundians 


near 10 4 pl;ce 
called G/zy or ” Ou have heard how Maſter Fames of St, Paw and others were taken priſo- 
Chauſtea grion, ners betore Arras. I heir captivity was to the Conſtavles great griet :; Ir 


- n = Bar - the ſaid Maſter James was a loving and kind Brother to him. But this was 
tet Was itam 


the Lord of not the only misfortune that fel] upon him : for at this very inſtant was 
couches, others alſo taken the Earl of Roſy his Son, Governour of Burgundy for the Duke (4) and 


ſay but raken, |; kewiſe hi " PF; . e, 
ay out raven» likewiſe his Wife died, which was a vertuous Lady, and Siſter to the Queen of 


taken priſo- Fr4zceg(0 that for her ſake he had found great friendſhip and favour in our Court. 
ners the Earl The practice begun againſt him ſtill continued, which as you have heard was almoſt 


pak ch. concluded at the Aſſembly held there, about at Boavires: after the which, the 
Burcandy , the Conſtable never __ himſelf in aflurance, but miſtruſtedy both the Princes 
Maſhz} of eſpecially the King who ſeemed to repent the revoking of hisLetrers there ſealed, 
Ea og Bang Further, the Earl of Dampmartiz and others whom the Conſtable feared as his 


the Earl of St. cnemies, lay with his men of arms near to St, Qutztins : wherefore he held himſelf 
Mot 42 Withinthe Town, and put into it 300, footmen of his own Tenants, having buc 


Logey, or ſmall afhancein his men of Arms, He lived in great trouble,for the King had often 


__ —_— ſent to him to ſolicite him to come forrh to do him ſervice in the marches of He- 


oy ault, and to beficege Avennes at the ſame time that the Admiral with his band 
This Battel went ro burn the Country of Artois as you have heard, which commandement 


_— m_ he obeyed with great fear: for after he had lain a certain ſpace before the ſaid 


20. of Furr; Town of Avernes with a continual guard about his perſon, he retired into his 
1475. and wit Gyn places, and ſent the K. word by one of his ſervants ( who did his meſſage to me 


2v0. men © 


arms L.onb4/4s by the Kings commandement ) that he had raiſed his Siege, becauſe he was cer- 
wee flan, taily enformed, that there were two in the Army purpoſely hired by the King to 
me 90 Lager» kill him : whereof alſo hetold ſo many apparent tokens, that he ſeemed indeed ro 
the Prince of have ſome notice thercof, ſo far forth, that one of them was ſuſpected to have diſ- 
0: £2e;, Joſedſomewhar to him,thar he ought to have kepr ſecret: but I will name no man, 
= d by means Neither ſpeak further thereof, The Conſtable ſent often to the D. of Burgunaies 
thereof revo- Camp,lI ſuppoſe to perſwade him to relinquith his fooliſh enterpriſe, advertiſing the 
png voto K. allo uſually at his mens return of ſome ſuch news as he thought would like him 

4wal.Bugy:d. Welland withal, what was the cau of his ſencing thither, hoping by this means 
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to entertain him with fair words. Sometime alſo he gave him to underſtand, 
that the D. affairs had good proceeding, thereby to put him in fear. Further, 
doubting greatly that the King would invade him, he deſired the Duke to ſend 
unto him his Brother Maſter Fames of St. Pau! (being at Nuz before he was 
taken priſoner ) and the Lord of Fiemnes , with certain others of his kinſmen, 
proriſing to put them and their bands into St. Qxiztis ( but without the 
St. Azdrews Crols ( 4.) andto keepthe Town for the Duke, and reſtore it him «TheSt. 4«- 
ſhortly after : for performance alſo whereof he offercd to give him his Faith in _ = 1s 
writing. The Duke didas he required, and when the ſaid Maſter Fames,the Lord ———_ 
of Fiennes, and thereſt of the Conſtables kinſmen were twice come within a 204 if they 
league or two of the Town ready to cnter, the Conltable thinking the ſtorm _ _ 
aſt, altered his mind, and ſent a countermand, This did he thrice : ſo defj- upon their 
rous was he (till to live in diſſumulation; and ſwim as it were between two ſtreams, <2:ts.rae Con- 
: : ſtable could 
fearing maryellouſly both theſe Princes. OF this matter I have been enforined }ave no longer 
by divers, but eſpecially by Maſter Fames of St, Paul himlelf, who thus re- temporized | 
ported the circumſtance thereof to the King, when he was brought priſoner be- egy 


fore him, where no man was preſent but my (elf alone, The ſaid Maſter Fames ſhould forch- 


anſwered frankly and without diſſimulation to all the Kings demands, whereb —_ - "_ 
he wan greatly his favour, Firſt, the King asked him how many men he had wich T—_— 


bim roenter the Town : whereunto. he anſwered that the laſt time he had three 
thouſand. Then the King inquired further, if he had entred and had been Ma- 
ſterof the Town, whether he would have held it for the King or the Conſtable. 
Whereunto he likewiſe anſwered , that the two firſt times he came but tocom- 
fort his Brother, bur the laſt ( ſecing his diffimulacion to his Maſter and him 3} iB 


he hadentred and had been Maſter of the Town, he would have helditfor his 


Maſter, nor offering his Brother any outrage, nor doing any thing to his preju- 
dice, ſave only that he would not have departed the Town at his command- 
mear, Soon after, the King delivered che ſaid Fames of St. Paul out of priſon, 
and gave him charge of a goodly Company of men of ams, and uſed his ſervice 
till his death : of which his preferment his wiſe anſwers were the only cauſe. 


CHAP. V. 


How the Duke of Burgundy levied his Siege before Nuz by compoſition, and how 
tbe King of England his confederate ſent to defie King Lewis, 


Have diſcourſed of divers affairs ſince began with the Siege of Nuz, be- 
cauſe they all happened in tha rime, for the Siege indured a whole year. 
There were two caules eſpecially that moved the Duke to levy his Siege : 
one the War the King made in P:cardy, where he had burned two proper 
Towns, and deſtroyed a goodly c— Country in Artois and Poxthien. 
The other, the mighty Army the King of Exg/azd levied at his ſuit and ſolicita- 
tion : whom till now he could never perlwade to pais into Fraxce, notwithſtand- 
ing that he had laboured him thereunto all the daies of his life. Theſaid King of 
England and all his Nobles were marvelloufly diſcontented with the D.delaies.and 
belides intreaties uſed threatnings, and not without cauſe, conlidering the grear 
charges they had ſuſtained, and all rono purpoſe, * the Summer being now almoſt 
ſpent. The D. gloried much that this Dutch Army being fo great that the like 
hath not been ſeen in our Age nor many years before : and in the which were ſo 
many Princes, Prelates, and free Citys joyned mOgetners was not able to raiſe his 


Siege, 


* 
F 
f 4 
| 
: 
| 


114 The Fourth Book "of 


Siege (4). But this glory coſt him full dear: for he chat hath the profic of the ' 


« - 6 {ar . War, reapethalſo the honour thereof, Notwithſtanding the Legat above menti- 
Vritert.: . _ . 
"s 75 wheat oned ( who rode continually between the two Camps ) made peace in the end be- 


wovl3 nor ha- tyween the Emperour and the Duke ( 5): andthe Town of Naz was put into the 
ng 3 933: ſaid Legats hands to do therewith according to the cetermination of the Sea 


atattiins King Apoſtolick. Now conſider in how great diſtrels the Duke of Burgundy was, be- 


ot HwZ2Y> ing on the one fide vexed with War by the King, and threatned on the other by - 


nor Duke _ ; k , R 
Charles : ©. the King of England his friend , ſo that notwithſtanding he knew the Town of 


- /cicvatr, Naz to be brought to ſuch extremity, that within leſs than fifteen daies fa- 
[at bo . . . . 3E ” S 
uſe ;nfelicite mine would have conſtrained them to yield to his mcrcy, yea within ten daics 


poſirun iſe. (as one of the Captains within the Town, who afterward ſerved the King, adver- 


Bur Bcrlandian 1: : Rn” : : 3 
pak. Iearibe tiſed me : ) yet for the reaſons above alledged, he was forced to leave his Siege 


Duke fought (© ) inthe year 1475. 


with the _ Let us now return tothe King of Ezg/azd, wholed his Army to Dover, there 
F [4 . 5 » o . - 
pe that in £O Embark to croſs the Seas ro Calice, The force that paſſed with him ac this 


2 «kirmiſh the preſent was the greateſt that ever came into Frazce, all of them being on Horle- 


_ paſt back in very good order and well armed. All the Nobles of the Realm were 


Marquefs 41- there, a few excepted: they were 1500. men of arms very well mounted, and 


= ot 51az- the moſt of them barded, and richly trapped after the manner of our Wars, and 
l, 0478 n ' = - . . 
fin iw, o VWellaccompanied with Horſemen of their retinue. They were at the leaſt 15000, 


his men, and Archers all mounted, anda great number of Foormen and others, as well to pitch 


= copy their Tents, (whereof they were well furniſhed) as alſo to attend upon their Artil- 


another time lery and encloſe their Camp, and inalltheir Army they had not one Page: be- 
as gi the fides theſe there were three thouſand Emgliſh men appointed to Land in Britazz, 
Mer, flew This T have written beforc, but rchearſe it here again, to the end you may per- 
fifty, rook Cceive that God was purpoſcd to trouble the Duke of Burgunates wits and pre- 
2 vow ſerve this Realm which he hath ever more favoured than any other : otherwite is 


Biſhop bard to it tO be thought that the Duke would fo obſtinarely have lain before Vzz, a place 


' the Emperors ſgſtrong and ſo well defended, ſeeing all his life time till now he could never find 


: and 4 : 
am Ml "=o. th} Engliſh men diſpoſed to invade the Realm of Fraxce, and knew them to be 


ther timetke utterly unacquainted with our Frezch Wars till they be trained thercin? for if he 


_— vf  wouldhavedoneany good with them, he ſhould never have left them the firſt 


vers, Muſter, Summer, but helped them and taught them to order and lead their Bartels aſter 
and Marquels the manner of our Wars : for there is no Nation ſo ignorant and rude as the Ex- 


Alert, and - ino i 
fl:wazear £14/Þ men at their firſt Landing in Fraxce, but in very ſhort ſpace they become 


number of excellent good Souldiers, hardy and wife. But the Duke did clean contrary : for 


their me, 


ad Jan of Peſides thele other his overſights, he made them loſe the Summer : and as couching 
21l,becauſe the himſelf, his Army was {o broken, ſo poor, and in fo evil order, that hedurſt 


Emcyeor wad not preſent it before them : for he loſt before N#z four thouſand Souldiers taking 


rened whe- Pay : ſome of the which were the beſt men he had (4), Thus you ſee how God 
ther of them diſpoſed him in all points to do contrary both to that his affairs required, and alfo 
—_ 6 totheart of War, wherein himſelf had been exerciſed by the ſpace of ten years 
befcr- N:3» more than any man living. 

tvcir Foomen When King Edward came to Dover, the D. of Byrgunay to further his paſſage 


joyne), and - : 

72 woke flew ſent five hundred Boats of Hol/apd and Zeland called Scuts, which are flat and low, 
4: built very commodiouſly for tranſporting of Horſes, But notwithſtanding all this 

Peace was - 

concluded between the Emperor and the Duke 31. Maij. 1475. © The Emperor departed from Ni; 29. Junjj, leaving 
the Dake there, who would not levy his Siege before the Emperors departure becauſe of his honor, but ſoon after departed 
a'ſo the Dake. M:y-r. 4 The Duke loſt before Ni fifteen thouſand men, Annals Burgind, wherefore Myr hath ſmall 
reaſon to rcprove our Author for ſaying, That the Dykes Army was in ſo poor eftate that he durit nor let the Ezgliſh men 
ſee it, | | | 
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help they had from the Duke, and all the King of E-g/azd could command : 
himſelf, he was above three weeks in paſſing between Ca/zce and Dover, yer 
are they but ſeven Leagues diſtant : whereby you may perccive with how great 
difficulty a King of Ezgland invadeth Fraxce, And it the King our Maſter 
had been as well acquainted with the Wars by Sca as by Land : King Edward had 
never paſſed over, at the leaſt not that Summer. Bur the King underſtood them 
not, and thoſe that had charge of them much leſs. The King of Exglaxd as I 
have ſaid, wasthree weeks in paſſing: one Ship of Ez took two or three of his 
ſmall paſſengers. | 

Before King Edwardembarked, he ſent from Dower to the King one Herauld 
alone called Garter a Norman born (4), who brought a Letter of defiance from « 772 in kr. 
the King of Erglandin very good language, and 0 excellently well penned, that 0 ppg 
am verily perſwadedit was never of Ezg/z/b mans doing, The conteatsot the Let- aye tw we 
cer were, that the King ſhould yield unto him the Realm of Fraxce being his in- parring this 
heritance, to the end he might reſtore the Clergy and Nobility to their ancient — ty a 
liberty, caſe them of the great charges theyCuſtained, and deliver them from the that ncyer 
miſeries they livedin: which if he refuſed to do, he proteſted whar great mil- ay 
chiefs ſhould inſue thereof, in manner and form as in ſuch caſes is accuſtomed. ,autts : which 


The King read the Letter ſoftly ro himlelf, and afterward all alone withdrew es. 
Ng I KNUW not 


kimſelf into a Wardrobe,and commanded the Herauld to be brought to his pre- on thents 
ſence, to whom he made this anſwer : Firſt, that he knew well the Kingof Ez- believe : for 


gland was nor paſſed the Seas of his own- diſpoſition, bur by the perſwafion of _ | 


che Duke of Burgundy and the commonalty -of Enzland: ſecondarily, that the- zawa;d the 


Summer was now almoſt ſpent, and that the Duke of Burg#-ay returned from fourth made a 
N4#z2,. as a man diſcomfited/and utterly unfurniſhed of all chings : thirdly, as __ 
3 


touching the Conſtable he knew well ( he ſaid) that he had intelligence with the puty of cate : 
a much higher 


King of Exgland, becauſe he had married his Neece (4), but that he would de- >> 6, pub 
ceive the King his Maſter,as he had deceived him,notwithſtanding all the great be- —— 


nefits he had received of him,which he there rehearſed, adding thereunto, that the - be in a 
| rangers hand 


ſaid Conſtable meant to live in continual diffimulation and entertain every man ro thanks 


make his profit of him : laſtof all, he alicdged to the Herauld divers other reaſons b How rhe 
ro perſwade the King his Maſter to peace, ani gave him with his own hands three Queen of £#- 
4lad was the 


hundred Crowns, promiſing him a thouſand more if peace were concluded : Contihics 


further, opcnly he gave him for a preſent a goody piece of Crimſon Velver of Neece, the 
j . P: degree 1n 
chirty Ell, - 15.7 hg 


The Heranldanſwered, That he would travel the beſt he could for peace, and Book will de- 
thought che King his Maſter would cafily be won thereunto, bur chat no mention ©=e- 


| muſt be made thereof till he were on this fide the Sea': and then he willed che 


King our Maſter to ſend a Herauld to the Exg/iſh Camp, to demand a ſafe conduct 
for certain Ambaſladours that he would ſend to the King of Exgland, and to ad-. 
dreſs his Letters to the Lord Howard, or the Lord Stazly, and to himlelf alforo 
held to convey his Herauld, 

A grcat number there were without in the Hall while the King talked with che 
Herauld, very defirousto hear the Kings anſwer, and to ſee his countenance art his 
coming forth, When he had made an end, he called me to him, bidding 
me continually to entertain the Herauld, till ſome were appointed to bear him 
company, to the end no man might commune with him : and farther to give 
hima piece of Crimſon Velvet of thirty Ells, which I did accordingly. Then the 
King beganto talk with divers, rehearſing unto them the contents of thele Let- 


ters of defiance: and ſeven or cight he called apart cauſing the ſaid Letters to be 
Oe. | | ; read, 


tn. ear 


© IO— >. ne 5 7 


DT oe ee err ee AG LAs 


OO TR ee STIIP EE FA. >> BAY 7 TIPS <> EE re. + ITS 
. - 


116 T he Fourth Book of 


read, and ſhewing a good and aſſured countenance void of all fear : for he was 
glad of the comfort the Herald had pur him in, | 


CHAP. VI. 


Of the trouble the Conſtable was in,and how be ſent Letters of credit to the King f 
England azd the Duke of Burgundy, which after were in part cauſe of his death, 


Muſt yet ſpeak a word or two more here of the Conſtable,who was not a lic- 
tle troubled, as well for the lewd touch he had played the Duke of Burgundy 
about the reſtitution of St. Qxiztixs, as allo becauſe he ſaw himſelf utterly 
disfavoured of the King, ſo far forth that his principal ſervants, namely 
the Lords of Gezly and 2ouy had already relinquiſhed him , and were 
in the Kings ſervice : notwithſtanding the ſaid de Mowy reſorted ſtill to him 
{ometime. Further, the King preſſed the Conſtable earneſtly ro come to 
him, offering ro make him ſuch recompence for the County of Guzſe as he 
required, andthe King had often promiſed him, The Conſtable was willing 
rog0, ſo that the King would ſwear by the Croſs of St. Low of Angiers to do 
him no harm, nor conſent that any other ſhould : alledging that he might as 
well (wear thereby now asin times paſt he did to the Lord of LZeſcurt : whereunto 
« The king be King antwered, that he would never give that Oath to any man, (4) bur 
wau'd nor any other he would not refule to (wear. --You may eaſily gueſs how much both 
pen by o_ the King and the Conſtable were troubled : for that no day eſcaped for a certain 
of Arzicrs;be- {pace bur ane or other paſſed betweenthem about this Oath, Wherefore if we 
cauſe who ſo will weigh ourecſtate, mans life is very miſery : for we toyl and travel our ſelves 
78 Ho to ſhorten our own daies, ſayingand writing a number of things clean cofitrary 
{ware himſelf, tO Our thought, To conclude, if theſe two were troubled on the one (ide, I war- 
died miſcraÞ'y rant you the King of Exg/andand the Duke of Burgundy were no lefs troubled on 
within a year 
then the other. 
b The Kingef = Aronetime in a manner, both the King of Exg/azd landed at Calar (6b) and the 


E1gin4 16:0 Duke of Burgundy departed from before Nuz, who in great haſt rode ſtraight 


x Catice the 4. 


of Fil to Calazs to the ſaid King with a very ſmall train : for he had ſent his Army in 


{ada ſuch poor eſtate, as you have heard, to ſpoil che Country of Barrozs and Lor- 
7ain, tothe end they might there make merry and refreſh themſelves: which he 
did, becauſe the Duke of Lorraiz had begun War upon him, and defied him be- 
fore Nuz, But this ſending of his Forces into Zorrai/n, among divers other his 
over-ſights in his actions with the Egliſh men was not the leaſt : for they thought 
at their landing to have found him with 2 500, men of arms well appointed, and 
oreat force of other Horſe-men and Foot-men ( for ſo he had promiſed, thereby to 
allure them to paſs the Seas: ) and further, that he would have made War in 
France three months before their arrival, to the end they might find the King 
the wcarier and the weaker : but God ( as you have heard ) diſpoſed otherwile of 
this marter, The King of Ezg/and departed from Calazs in company of the 
Duke of Burgundy, and paſſed through Boloine, and from thence to Peronze, 
where thc Duke gavethe Engliſh men but cold entertainment : for he cauſed the 
gates to be ſtraitly guarded, and would ſuffer bur few to enter, ſo that the grea- 
icſt part of them lodged in the Fields, as they might well do: for they were well 
provided of all things neceſſary for that purpoſe. 

After they were come to Perenne, the Conſtable ſent to the D. of Burgundy 
one of his ſcrvants called Lewis of Crevifle, by whom he excuſed hamſelt : for = 
| with- 
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withholding of St, Quiztins, alledging that if he had reſtored ir, he could have 

food him in no ſtead in the Realm of Fraxce : for he ſhould utterly have loſt 

his credit and intelligence there, bur now ſeeing the King of Eng/apd was come 

over in perſon, he promiſed ro do hercafcer all thac the Duke ſhould command 

him, whereof the better to aflure him, he ſent him a Letcer of credit directed to the 

K. of Enzland, but referring the matter of credit ro the ceclaration of the Duke, 

Further he gave the Duke his Faith in wriring, to ſerve and fuccour him, his friends 

and confederates, as well the King of Exgland as others, againſt all men none ex- 

cepted, The Duke delivered the K. of England his Letter, and withal the matter 

of credit, adding ſomewhat thereto of his own device : for he aſſured the King 

thac the Conſtable would deliver into his hands both Sr. Q1#712s and all his other 

places, which the King caſily believed, partly becauſe he liad married the Con- 

ſtables Neece, and partly, becauſe he ſaw him in ſo great fear of the King our Ma- 

ſter, that he thought he durſt nor fail of his promite made to the Duke and him, 

and the Dake believed ir alſo. Bur the Conſtable meant nothing leſs, for the 

fear he ſtood in of the King our Maſter was not fo great that ir could force him 

ſofar. Bur he uſed ſtill his wonted diffimulation, hoping by theſe fair meſſages 

ro content them, and ſhew them fo apparent reaſons of his doings, that they 

would not as yer conſtrain him ro declare himſelf, Now you ſhall underſtand 

that K. Edwardand his men were nothing acquaitited with otir afffirs, but went 

bluntly ro work, fo that they could nor as yet ſmell our the cunnitig uſed here 

on this ſide the Sea : for naturally, the Exg/iſÞ men that never travelled abroad 

are very cholerick,as are alſo all people of cold Countries (4). The Realm of France a The reaſer 
as you ſee is (cituate between both : for it is invironed with /ta/y, Spain, and Cata- '> Foe K 
{oz:4 towards the Eaſt ( 6), and with England, Flanders, and Holland towards q:ibus abin-. 
the Weſt (c), andall along the Country of Champaign, Almain bordercth upon 4*t town core 


__ | | pora, qui vehe= 
it : ſothat our Country taketh part both of heat and cold, wherefore the Frexch *,,,;;..; a 


are of two complexions : but in my opinion I never ſaw a Country in my life bet- taze affittur, * 
ter ſeated than the Realm of Fraxce, & imnatam ca- 
« lorzs vim quite 


The King of Englazd, who rejoyced marvellouſly at this meſſage ſent by the «jan augctr 
Conſtable (although happily he had received ſome ſuch promiſe before, but not 7 «tiperilla- 
ſo large ) departed from Peroyze with the Duke of Burgundy (who had no b By the Well 
force there, for his Army was in Barrozs and Lorrain ) toward St, Quintins he meancth 
whereunto when they approached, agrear band of Eg/zſh men ran before, think- <0 the 
ing. (as Theardit iy daies after ) that the Bells ſhould haverung ac "By the.Ealt | 
their coming, and that the Citizens would have received them with Croſs and h<meanchall 
holy water. But when they drew near the Town, the Artillery ſhot, arid the ma po 
Souldiers iſſued forth to the skirmiſh, both on Horſeback and Foor, ſo that two or = ; 
three Engliſh men were ſlain, and ſome taken, Further it rained tetribly, and 
in this eſtate returned they in great rage to their Camp, murmuring againſt the 
Conſtable, andcalling him Traitor, | 

The next morning the Duke of Burgundy would have taken his leave of the King 

of England to depart to his Army into Barroz,promiling to do marvels in his fayor. 
But the Engliſh men who naturally are ſuſpicious,and were ſtrangers in theſe Coun- 
tries, marvelled much at his ſo ſudden departure ( ſceing they hadPaſled the Seas 
at his requeſt ) and were greatly diſcontented therewith, neither would they be- 
lieve that his Army wasin a readineſs. Beſides that, the Duke could by no menns 
repair the Conſtables former credit. with them : notwithſtanding that he affirmed 
all his doings to be to a good end, The Winter alſo which drew near diſmayed 
them, (o that they ſeemed by their words deſirous rather of Peace than War, 
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CHAP. VIL 


How the King clothed a poor Servant ina Coat Armour with a Scutchin, and ſent him 
to ſpeak with the King of England iz his Camp, where he received a very god 
anſwer, 


N the meantime, even at the very inſtant that the Duke of Burgundy was 
taking his leave, the Exg/:ſh men took priſoner a Gentlemans ſervant of the 
Kings houſe, named James of Graff, whom forthwith they led to the: 
King of Exgland, and the Duke being together, and from them into a Tent : 

where when they had cxamined him,the Duke cook his leave to go into Brabazt, 

and from thence to aziers,where part of his Army lay, The King of England 
commanded the ſaid ſervant to be diſmiſſed, becautc he was thcir firſt priſoner. And 
at his departure the Lord Howard and the Lord Stazly gave him a noble, ſaying : 

Do our humble commendations to the King your waſter if you can come to his 

preſence. The Fellow came in great haſte to the King being at Compeigne with 

theſe news, .who forthwith began to ſuſpect him as a Spy, becauſe G/bert of 

Graſſhis Maſters brother, was then very well cntertained in the D. of Britains 

Court, wherefore he was committed to ward, and ſtraitly kept that night, Not- 

withſtandiug the King commanded divers to commune with him, by whoſe report 

his Tale ſeemed void of all ſuſpicion and fear, W hecefore they-deſired the King to 
vouchſafe to hear him, a according to their requeſt the next morning him- 

{elf ſpake with him, and when he had heard him, his Irons were knocked off, but 

he remained ſtill in ward, Then the King went to dinner, debating with himſelf 

whether he ſhould ſend ro the Ezz1ih men or not. And before he fate down 
calked three or four words thereof with me. For you know (my Lord of Y7- 
enna) that oftentimes he communed very familiarly with thoſe that were ncar 
abour him, as I was then and others after, and loved to talk in a mans car : he 
called then to mind the Herald of Ez2/ands advice, which was, That he ſhould 
not fail to ſend to the K. of England io ſoon as he was Landed, to demand a ſafe 
conduct to entertain bones that he would ſend to him : and further, to ad- 
dreſs his Herald to the above named L. Howard and the L, Stanly, After the K. 
was ſet to dinner, and had muſed a while, as you know his manner was ( which 
ſcemcd ſtrange to thoſe that knew him not : for unleſs a man had been well ac- 
quainred with his behaviour , he would have judged him of no great wiſdom, 
notwithſtanding that his doings ſufficiently declared the contrary ) he bade me 
in mine ear to ariſe and dine in my Chamber, and ſend for a certain Servant of the 

Lord of Halles, Son to Merichon of Rochel, and tocommune with him, to know 

whether hedurſt adventure to go to the K. of Exg/ands Camp in a Heralds Coat : 

which his commandement I executed forthwith, marvelling much when I ſaw 
the ſaid Servant : for he ſeemed to me ncitier of perſonage nor behaviour fit for 
ſuch an cnterpriſe : notwithſtanding he had a good wit and a very pleafanc 

Tongue, as [1 afterward perceived : the ng had never ſpoken with him before 

bur once. The faid Servant was marvecllouſly aſtoniſhed with my meſlage, and 

fell down beforc me on his knees, as one accounting himſelf a dead man, bur I 

comforted and confirmed him the beſt I could, promiſing him an Office in thejIfle 

of Ree, andaſumm of money, and to chear him the better, told him that this 
p:oceeded of the En2/7b men themſelves. Then I made him dine with me, none 
being preſent bur we two, and one of my Servants, and by litcle and little perf: = 
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ded him to doas he was required. After I had bcen at dinner a while, the King 

ſentfor me, and I told him how I had wroughe with this good fellow, naming dt- 

vers others, who in my opinion ſeemed fitter for this purpoſe than he, bur the 

King would none but him. Wherefore he came and talked with him himſelf, 

and confirmed him more with one word, thanT had with an hundred, None en- 

tred into the Chamber with the King ſave only the Lord of Yi4ers, then Maſter of 

; the Horſe, and now Bailiff of Caex. When the King perceived this good fellow _ 

3 tobe well periwaded to go: he ſent the ſaid Maſter of the Horſe to ferch a Trum- 

E: per Banner, thereof to make this counterfeit Herald a Coat Armour: for the King = 

becauſe he was not pompausas other Princes are, had neither Herald nor Trum- 

peter with him. Thus the Maſter of the Horſe and one of = men made his Coat 

Armour. as well as they could : which -being finiſhed, the ſaid Maſter of the 

Horſe ſetched a Scutchin of a little Herald of the Lord Admirals called Plein- 

chemin,which was faſtened £0.0ur counterfeit Herald ; his Boots alfo and his Cloak 

were brought privily ra him, and likewiſe his Horſe : whereupon he mounted, no 

man underſtanding any thing of his Journey, Further, a goodly Budget was tyed 

to his Saddle-bow, into the which he put his Coat Armour, . Thus being well in- 

ſtructed whar to ſay,he rode ftraight tothe Exgiifh Camp: where when be arrived 

with his Coat Armour on his back, .he was ſtayed incontinent, -and broughtro 

the King of Eng/ands Pavillion, Where being demanded the cauſe of his coming, 

he ſaid, That he came from the King to ſpeak with the King of Ex2/and, and had 

commandement to addrels himſelf ro the Lord Howard and the Lord Staply, 

ivhereupon they led him into a Tent to dinner, and.made him good cheat, . After 

the King of Ezg/ard wasriſen from the Table ( for he was at dinner when the He- 

- rald arrived ) the ſaid Herald was brought before hini, and the Kings gave him 

FE Audience, His meſlage was chiefly grounded upon the great deſire the King had 

E of long time tobe in perfect amity wirh the King of -Exg/and, to theiend both the 

Realms might live together-in peace and quietnels: adding further, that fince the 
time he was firſt Crowned King of Fraxce, he never had attempted any thing 

againſt the King of England or his Realm-(a):: ſecondarily, he excuſed himſelf for « King L:-wi 
receiving in times paſt the Earl of arwick into his Dominions, ſaying, that he 74 forgoteen 

 didit only againſt the Duke of Burgundy and not againſt him, Further, he decla- this time he 
red unto him that the ſaid Duke of Burgundy had for none other cauſe called him had attempred 
into France, but that by the occaſion of his coming he might conclude a better - Gay 
peace for himſelf with che King. Andif. happily any others were furtherers there- gaz daughter 
of, it was only to amend che broken ſtate of their own affairs, and for their own 45, 9ncy 
private commodity : but as touching the King of Zxg/axds good ſuccels,they were 4 
is ns thereof : he put him allo in mind of the time of the year, 

alledging that Winter approached, and likewiſe of the great charges he ſuſtained : 
Laſtly he ſaid, that notwithſtanding a great number in Exglanad, as well Gentle- 
menas Merchants defired War with Frapce : yet if the King of Expland would 
incline to Peace, the King for his part would condeſcend to ſuch cond 
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| itions, as he 
doubted not but he and his Realm would allow of : laſtly, to the end he might the 
better be informed of all theſe matters, he ſaid : thar if the King of Exg/and 
would granta ſafe condudt for an hundred Horſe, the King his Maſter would ſend 
Ambaſladours to him well informed of their Maſters pleaſure, orif the ſaid King 
of Exgland ſhould like better to aſſign the place of Treaty in ſome Village be- 
tween both the Armies, and to ſend Commiſſioners thither on both ſides, the 
E: King his Maſter would willingly agree thereunto : and ſend the like ſafe condu 
F for his part, | ns RR 

Thy 


120 . The fourth Bock of 
The King of Eng/and and part of his Nobles liked theſe overtures very well,and 
granted our Herald as large a ſafe conduct as he demanded, and gave him four No- 
« Hall report- bles of Gold (4)in reward, Further,an Exgliſþ Herald was ſent back with him to the 
= #1. King, to bring the like ſafe condudt from him as the King of England had granted. 
rald bad given And the next morning. in a Village near to Amiens the Commiſſioners of both 
him 2 git Princes met, being thele : for the King,the Baſtard of Bowrbox Admiral of France, 
burdred An» the Lord of St. Pterre, andthe Biſhop of Exrenx called Heberge : and for the King 
ot FRE of England, the Lord Howard, one called Chalexger (b), anda Doctor named 
ger our Chro. Aorton, atthis preſent Chancellor of Ezg/and and Archbiſhop of Canterbury, - 
nicles name Some may think peradventure that the King humbled himſelf coo'much, bur 
Semi. -thoſethat be wiſe will eaſily perceive by that I have above rehearſed, in how great 
danger the Realm ſtood, had not God put to his helping hand, as well in cauſing 
the King to take this wiſe courſc,as alſo by troubling the Duke of Burgundies wits, 
who committed ſo many errors as you have heard in this action, and loſt now 
through his own folly that which ſo long he had wiſhed for and deſired. Many 
ſecret practiſes lay hidden at that time among our ſelves, as well in Britaiz as elſe- 
where,which would ſoon have broken forth into great inconveniencies,had not this 
peace been ſpeedily concluded, W herefore I aſſure my ſelf by that I have ſeen in 


my time, that God had then, and yet hatha ſpecial regard of this Realm, 
io CHAP. VIII 


How Truce for nine years was treated of between the Kings of France azd England, 


.  wotwithſtandin? all the lets and impediments that the Conſtable and the Duke of 


'” Burgundy 44e. 
HE Commiſſioners of both the Princes mer /as you have heard) the next 
| day after our Heralds return,for we lay within four Leagues or leſs to- 
gether. The ſaid Herald was well cheared, and had his office in the Iſle 
| of Ree where he was born, and the fumm of money that was promiſed 
-him, Many conditions of Peace were treated of between our Commiſſioners. The 
Emxpliſh men after their wonted manner, firſt demanded the Crown, at the leaſt Nor- 
mandy and Guienne but they were no more earneſtly demanded, than ſtoutly denied. 
Notwithſtanding even at this firſt mecting the Treaty was brought to a reaſona- 
ble point ; for both the parties defired Peace : whereupon our Ambaſſadours re- 
turned to the King, and the others to their Camp. The King heard the Exgiifb 
, 7: mens demands and laſt reſolutions, which were theſe : Thar he ſhould pay tothe 
=_ Sai King of Ezglazd preſently before his departure out of France 72000, Crowns (2). 
quajara milia That the King that now is, then Daw/phin, ſhould marry King Edwards eldeſt 
= gp 1 daughter at this day Queen of E-g/azd, and that ſhe ſhould have the Duchy of 
we,Septuagints Guienne for her maintenance, or 50000, Crowns yearly to be paid in the 
quinque millis Tower of Loxdon by the ſpace of nine years : which term expired, the King 
+ apo way * thatnow is and hisWife ſhould peaceably enjoy the Revenues of the whole Duchy 
Edwardo Of. Gwuiepne , and then the King our Maſter to be clearly diſcharged of all 
Gattorem £5 payments to the King of Exg/avd. Divers other trifling Articles there were, 
fay65000, Touching matter of entercourſe, which I overpaſs. Laſtly, this Truce was to en- 
Our Chronicls qure nine years between the two Realms : + all the confederates of both parties 
200 018% being comprehendedtherein, and namely on the King of Eng/ands behalf, the 
Bur the Truce Dukes of Burgundy and Britain if themſelves would, Further, the King of 
pv PM for ſeven years. Introduftion dt la Marche ſaith 62500, Crowns the yearly zribure, but in the ſecond Book) 
Ca. 1, the ſamie Author ſaich but 3c000, 
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Enolzad wade a marvellous ſtrange offer, which was, to name .in writing certain 
Noble men who he ſaid were traytors to the King and his Crown, The King re- 
joiced marvellouſly at che report that his Commiſſioners made at their return, and 
{ac in Counſel about theſe overtures of peace : waere among others my ſelf was 

reſent. Some ſuppoſed all this treaty ro be meer deceit and cunning of the Ex- 
gh men, bur the King was of a contrary c_ : for healledged firſt the time of 
che year, ſaying, that winter now approac ed, and that they had not one place to 
lodge in : ſecondarily, he declared the evil turns the Duke of Buryazdy had 
done them, who was alſo departed from them, And as touching the Conſtable 
he did in manner aſſure himſelf, that he would put no places into their hands, be- 
caule he ſent hourly to him to entertain him, to aflwage his malice, and to keep 
him from doing harm : Jaſtly he alledged the King of Zzglards diſpoſition, 
whom he knew well to be a Prince wholly given to his pleaſures and delights. 
W herefore he ſeemed to diſcourſe wiſelier than any man of the company, and 
better to underſtand than any other the matters there debated, He concluded 
therefore with all ſpeed to pay this ſumm of money, and deviſed order how tolevy 
jr,and in the end commanded that every man ſhould lend a portion the ſooner to fur- 
niſh it: for the King carednor what he did to rid the King of Exg/ard out of his 
Realm : ſave only that he would in no wiſe conſent to pur any places intorthe 
Engliſh mens hands : for rather than he would ſuffer that, he was fully decermined 
to hazard all. 

The Conſtable who began to ſmell theſe practiſes, was ſtricken with ſudden 
fear, becauſe he had offended all the three Princes. Further he doubred much the 
treaty almoſt concluded againſt him at Bouvizes, W herefore he ſent often tothe 
King, and even at this preſent arrived at the Court one of his gentlemen named 
Lew of Creville, with one of his Secretaries called Fohn Richard,who are both yer 
living. They delivered their meſſage tothe L. of Bouchage and me before they ſpake 
with the King, as his pleaſure was they ſhould. The news they brought liked the 
King well, becauſe he meant to uſe them to good purpoſe as you ſhall here, The 
Lord of Contay ( ſervant to the Duke of Burganay ) lately taken priſoner before 
Arras, as you have heard, went to and fro upon his word between the Duke and 
the King : and the King had promiſed to releaſe him his ranſom, and to give him a 
great lumm of money if he could perſwade his Maſter to peace. By chance he 
returned to the King the {elf ſame day that theſe two fervants of the Conſtables 
arrived. Wherefore the King made him and me toſtand in a great old preſs in 
his chamber , roche end he might hear and make report to his Maſter, of the lan- 
guage the Conſtable and. his ſervants nſed of him, We being there placed, the 
King fate down on a form hard by the preſs, to the end we might the berrer 
hear Lewss of Crevilles and his companions meſſage, who began thus, That 
of late being by their Maſters commandment with the Duke of Zargundy, to 
Ro him to depart from the Engliſh mens friendſhip, they found kimix 
uch a rage a_ the King of Eny/and, that they had almoſt won him nor 
only ro abandon the Engliſh men, but alſo to help to ſpoil and deſtroy them 
in their return home. Aqndin uttering theſe words ( the better to pleaſe the King) 
the ſaid Lews of Creville counterfeiting the Duke of Burgunadzes geſture by 
ſtamping upon the ground and fwearing Saint George, rehearſed many reproach- 
ful ſpeeches that ( as they ſaid y the Duke uſed of che King of Exgland, To be 
ſhorr, they uttered as many ſcoffs and mocks of the Duke as was poſſible. The 
King made great ſport with this matter, and bad the ſaid Lewis of Creville to 
ſpeak aloud, feigning himſelf to be Crown ſomewhat deaf, and to tell MT 
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this tale again : which the other making no bones thercat, did with a goo will 

The ſaid Coptay (who ſtood with me in the prels) was marvciloufly afta. 
niſhed at this talk, neither would have believed ir unlels himſeif had hcard it, 
The Conſtables mens concluſion was this : They Counlelled che King, or avoi- 
ding of all theſe great dangers he ſaw hang over his head, to conclude a truce (for 
the which the ſaid Conſtable offered to travel to the uttermoſt of his power :) 
and to put into the Engliſh mens hands (the better ro content them) tome ſmall 
Town or two to lodge them in this winter, jaying, that were they never fo bad, 
yet the Engliſh men would hold themſelves concented with them. Andit feem- 
ed by their talk, though chey named no place, that they meant at EF and Sc.74. 
lery, By this means the Conſtable-truſted to recover the King of Exglazas fa. 


vour, which he had loſt becawle of the refuſal made him of his places. But the 
King who thought it ſufficient to have played his part by bringing the Lord of | 


Coxtay to hear what laguage the Conſtable and his men wed of the Duke his 
Maſter, gave them no evil anſwer,but ſaid that he would iend ro his brother, (a) 
to advertiſe him of ſuch news as he knew, and ſo licenced them to depart. Not- 
withſtanding, one of them before his departure ſwore to reveal unto tim what, 


ſoever he could learn touching himor his Eſtate, The King had much ado tw 
diſſemble any longer when he heard them counſel him to pur Towns into the & 


Engliſh mens hands. Notwithſtanding he gave them no ſuch anſwer, v hereby 


they might gather their counſel to be taken in very evil part(becaulc he feared, EF 
that would the more increaſe the Conſtables malice : ) bur tent one back with 


them to their Maſter : it was not far between him and us, for a man might go and 
come in very ſhort ſpace. When the others were departed, the Lord of Coptay 
and I came out of the preſs: the King laughed marvellouſly, and was very mer- 


ry with this Pageant. But the ſaid Coxtay was ſo far out of patience to hear ſuch - | 
petit Companions thus flout and ſcoff his Maſter (eſpecially the Conſtable) pre- 


ending ſo great friendſhip to his Maſter, and treating with him of ſo many mat- 


ters) that he thought every hour ten till he were on Horſe-back to advertiſe the 
Duke his Maſter thereof. Wherefore he was diſpatched with all ſpeed and wrote 7 
his inſtructions himſelf : he carried alſo with him a Letter of Credit, written with 


the Kings own hand, and fo departed. | 
The Peace with the Engliſh men was already concluded as above is mentioned, 
and all theſe practices were entertained in one inſtant, The Kings Commiſhoners 


had made report of their Negotiationas you have heard, and the King of Exzlands 


were alſo returned to him. Further, it was concluded and agreed on both fides 
by the Ambaſſadors that paſſed between them, that the two Princes ſhould meet 
together,and after they had ſeen one another and ſworn the Treaty, the King of 
Exgland ſhould return home into his Country, having firſt received the ſumme 
above mentioned of 72000. Crowns, and leaving in Hoſtage behind him, till he 
were paſſed the Seas, the L. Howard, and the Maſter of his Horſe called Sir Fohn 
Cheiny.Laſtly,a pention of 16000,Crowns was pee to be divided among the 
King of Ezg/azds principal ſervants, ofthe which ſum the Lord Haſtings had two 
thouſand. The reſt had the Lord Howard,the Maſter of the Horie, Maſter Cha- 
langer, Maſter Montgomery and others: beſides this, great ſums of mony and 
goodly Preſents of Silver Plate were given to King Edwaras ſervants, 

The Duke of Burgnndy hearing theſe news, catne in great haſte from Zuxem- 
bourg where he lay, to the King of England, accompanied only with fixteen 
Horie. The King being much aſtoniſhed at this his ſo ſudden arrival, asked 
him what wind drove him thither, perceiving by his countenance that = = 

| LIPIC+ 


Go 


ARCS! 


changes 


Philip de Commines. 


diſplcaſed. The Duke anſwered that he was come to talk with him, The King 
demanded whether he would ſpeak with him privately or publickly, Then ſaid 
the Duke, have you concluded peace? I have quoth che King made truce for 
nine years, wherein both you and the Duke of Bretaz are comprehended, and 
I pray you agrce thereunto. But the Duke grew marvellous hot, and ſpake in 
Engliſh ( for he could the language) rehearſing what noble acts divers Kings of 
England had done in Fraxce, and what great travel they had ſuſtained to pur- 
chaſe honour and renown, Aﬀrerward he inveyed vehemently againſt this 
cruce, ſaying, that he had nor deſired the Englith mea to paſs the ſeas for any 
necd he had of their help, bur to che end they might recover their own righe, 
And to the intent they might perccive that he ſtood in no need of their coming, 
he proteſted that he would not make truce with the King, till the King of Ex2/2zad 
had been three months at home in his Realm: which talk ended, he departed, 


- and returned from whence he came. The Kingof Ezglazdand his Council rook. 


theſe words in evil part: but they that miſliked the peace commended much the 


Dukes ſpeech. 


CHAP. IX. 


How the King feaſted the Engliſh men in Amicns,aud how there was a place alſioned 
for the enterview of the two Kings, 


HE King of Ezg/azd to the end the peace might be fully concluded, 
came and encamped within half a league of Amiers. The King was' 
at the gate, from whence he might behold the Engliſh men a far off 
as they came, To ſay the truth they ſeemed but young ſouldiers: for, 
they rode in very evil order. The King fſentto the King of Erglazd 300. carts. 
laden with the belt wines that might be gotten : the which carriage ſeemed a far off 
almoſt as great as the King of Exg/azds Army, Many Engliſh men becauſe of the. 
truce repaired to the Town, where they behaved themielves very undiſcreetly, and 
without all regard of their Princes honour. They came allinArms,8 in great troops: 
and if the K,our Maſter would have dealt falfly with chem,fo-great a number mighr 
never {o cafily have been deſtroyed. Notwithſtanding he meant nothing leſs, bur 


- ſtudied to make them good cheer, and to conclude a lure peace with chem for his 


time, He had cauſed to be ſer at the _ of the Town gate two long tables, on: 
each fide of the ſtreet one, furniſhed with all kind of. delicate meats thar pro- 


voke drink, and with the beſt wines that might be gotten and men tq wait upon 


them : of water there was no mention. Ac each of theſe tables he had placed tive 
or ſix great far gentlemen of good houſes, thereby the better ro content' thoſe that 
deſiredto drink, The gentlemens names were theſe 2 Monſtenr de Cran, de Bri- , 
queber, de Breſines, de Villiers, and others; So ſoon asthe Engliſh men drew near 
the gate, they might behold this good cheer, Beſides this, men parpoſely ap- 
pointed rook their horſes by the bridles, ſaying that they would break a ſtaff with 
them, and ſo led them to the table, where -they were feaſted according to the 
varicty of the meats : which they took in very good part. After they were 
within the Town, what houſe ſoever they entred into boy paid nothing, Fur- 
ther nine orten Taverns were well furniſhed at the Kings charge of all things ne- 
cellary : whither they went to eat and drink, and call for what they would, bun 
the King defraicd all : and this cheer endured three or four dayes, 

You have heard how the Duke of Burgundy miſſiked the/peace, which howſo- 
ever it diſpicaſed him, troubled oy Conſtable much more; becauſe he ſaw he had 
tailed of his enterpriſe ; and purchaſed himſelf hatred on all ſides: MT he 
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ſent his Confeſſor to the King of Ezz/azd with a letter of credit, defiring him 
for Gods love to have no afhance in the Kings words and promiſes, bur to accept 
the Towns of E# and S.Yalerie, and there rolodge himtelf part of the winter : 
adding, that within two months he would find means to lodge him more com- 
modiouſly, Other affurance hereof he gave him none : for his only meaning 
was to foad him forth with theſe fair words, Laſt of all, to the end he thould nor 
concluce a diſhonourable treaty for greedinels of a little money, he promiſed to 
lend him fifry thouſand crowns, with divers other large offers. But the King 
had already cauſed the two places above mentioned to be burned, becaule he knew 
the King of England had intelligence thatthe Conſtable had perſwaded him ro pur 
them into the Engliſh mens hands. King Edwards anſwer was, that the truce 
was already concluded, and that he would alter nothing therein, bur if he had 
performed his promiſe, he would have made nv ſuch appointment: which anſwer 
drave the Conſtable into utter deſpair. 
You have heard of the Engliſh mens great cheer in Amems, but one eyening 
Monſieur de Torcy came to the King and told him that ſo great a number of them 
were in the Town;thart it ſtood in ſome danger. But the K, was diipicaſed with his 
2 The King Meſlage: wherefore every man forbare to bring him zny more ſuch news. The 
upon a ſupet- NEXt MOrroW Was One of the dayes that repre{cnred Childermals day that { a) year, 
_ rept ON the which the King uſed not to debate any matcer, bur accounted ita 1gn of 
y (WeELve . . . : . . 
dayesinthe ſome great misfortune cowards him, if any man communed wich him of his af- 
year *R- fairs, and would be marvellouſly diſplealcd with thoſe that were near about 
> ny Germ him and acquainted with his humor, if they troubled him with any matter what- 
membrance ſoever, Notwithſtanding the ſame morning I now {peak of, as he (being bur 
> x yy newly riſen ) was ſaying his prayers, one brought me word that there were at the 
and the day leaſt nine thouſand Engliſh men within the Town : which news I hearing, de- 
here mentis= termined to advertiſe him thereof. Wherefore I entred again into his cloſer, 
- > 6a and ſaid unto him: Sir, though this day repreſent unto you Childermaſs day, 
t neceſſity enforceth me to inform you of what I hear. Then I advertiſed 
im at large of the great number of Engliſh men that were within the Town, 
adding that they entred continually all armed, and that no man durſt refute 
them the gate for fear of diſpleaſing them. The King was content to hear 
me ſpeak, and forthwith aroſe from his prayers ſaying , that he would nor ob- 
ſerve the ceremony of Innocents that'day, and bad me mount on horſeback to 
ſee if I could ſpeak with the Engliſh mens Captains, to cauſe them to depart 
the Town: further, he commanded me if Imet any of his own Captains, to 
bid them repair unto him, ſaying alfo that himſelf would come to the gate 
immediately after me. I did as I was commanded, and ſpake to three or four 
Engliſh Captains with whom I was acquainted, advertifing them what I though 
good to be done in this caſe : bur for one they put forth of the Town, twenty 
came in. The King ſent immediately after me the Lord of G:z# now Marſhal 
of Fraxce, to take order for this inconvenience : we two entred together intoa 
Tavern, where were ſpent that morning CXI, ſhots, yet was it bur nine of the 
clock, The houſe was full, ſome ſang, tome ſlept, and ſome were drunk : which 
when I ſaw, I perceived no danger to be of ſuch men, and ſent word thereof to 
the King who came incontinent with a goodly train to the gate, and cauſed 
two or three hundred ſouldiers to arm themſelves ſecretly in their Captains 
houſes, and placed ſome alſo upon the gate where the Engliſhmen entred. Fur- 
ther, he commanded his dinner to be brought into the porters lodge, where 
he cauſed divers Engliſh gentlemen to dine with him, The Kiog of —_ 
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EATS Ce og OR) WER be 6: 
EC AI I Open bell 


-. . 
2 » ”7 
wo 
LLC 
_ . 
Fe 
\ 


| Philip de Commines, 125 
being advertiſed of this diſorder, was aſhamed thereof, and tent tothe King de- 
firing him to give commandment, that no Engliſh man ſhould be ſuffered co enter 
the Town: whereunto the King anlwered, that he would never fo do: but Cefired 
him ifir ſopleaſed him, to ſend certain of che yeomen of his Crown to keep the 
6are,and let in ſuch as they ſhould think good: and ſo the K. of Enzlanddid, where- 
upon a great number of Engliſh men departed the Town by his commandment. 
It was then determined chat for perfect concluſion of peace, Commiſſioners 

ſhould be appointed on both ſides to aſſign a place for the interview ofthe two | 
Kings. For our King,the Lord of Bouchage and my ſelf were named : and for the K, Theſe ele: 
of England,the L. Howard, one called Chalenger, and a Herald, Aﬀcer we had rid- ya: A the 
den up and down and viewed all the River, we ag-eed in che cnd the pleaſanceſt, (a- *e:rbur one 
feſt and moſt commodious place to be Picquigny, a Town three leagues from Ami. Ie 
ens, With a ſtrong Caſtle, belonging to the YVidame of Amiens. Notwithſtanding 9:2 ars avis 
that it were once burned by the Duke of Burgundy, The-Town ſtandeth in a bot- 92vime prin 

, | > FX ied > | | - ted #2 a7 45027, 
rom, and the River of Somme paſleth through it, which is deeper there than a For the Duke 
mans height, but very narrow. The Country on both ides of the River through of 9ccars = 
che which che rwo Kings ſhould paſs was very open and pleaſanc, ſave that whea 7,5, fin er; 
the King of Ezg/and drew near to the River ſide,there was a cauſty ar the leaſt two of Nocenber, 
bow ſhot long environed with a mariſh ( a very dangerous paſlage if we had nor 27% *be 

. , ; irg of Ex- 

meant good faith.) Wherefore without doubr, the Engliſh men (as before I have gtend laid his 


ſaid ) are not ſo ſubtile and circumipect in theſe treaties, and aſſemblies as the liege _—_ 
041 . 


French, For ( whatſoever men ſay of them ) they go bluntly to work, bur a man {ke jag of 7uy. 
muſt have patience with them and give them no crots language. Bur Mey'r 
faith in ow 


Afcer the place was aſſigned, we determined to build a ſtrong large bridge per 
over the River, the workmen and ſtuff we furniſhed. In the miiſt of this bridge 4 n+ yo 
wooden grate was made like to a Lions cage, the ſpace between each bar being Mw the 19. 
no greater than that a man with eaſe might thruſt in his arm : over the head it ine Om 
was boarded to keep off che rain, ſo broad that ten or twelve might ſtand covered may 1419. = 


under it on each {ide : over the bridge no man could paſs, for the grate was framed W"<b was 


| 1 i : me eley ' 
clean overthwart it, and upon the River was but one boat with two men in it, to 2nd forrewhar 
ferry over ſuch as paſſed from rhe one fide to the other, more are os 
vie of 0Or- 


I will tell you what moved the King to make this grate in ſuch ſort that no man ja... 
could paſs through it, becauſe ir may peradventure ſtand ſome man-in ſtead that # All authors 
ſhal have occaſion to make the like, In King Charles the ſevenths youth, this 295%, "5 


Realm was grievoully plagued by the Engliſh men, For King Hezrythe 5. held ary all 


the ſiege before Rrax, and had brought the Town to great extremity: the moſt o—_ ; 
Was taken bee 


part of the inhabitants being either ſubjects to Fohz Duke of Burgundy then living, fore D. 7; 


or of his faction, of Bogundy 
Between the ſaid Duke Fohr of Burgundy and the D. of Orleans great variance ** i : 


had been of long time, ſo far forth, that the whole Realm or the oreateſt part was wp as 
rent in two factions, whereby the Kings eſtate was much weakened: for parti- Engliſh 1419. 
ality never ariſeth in any Realm, but in the end the fire thereof is dangerous and -etng —_— 
hard to be quenc:ed, This variance grew ſo hot, that the Duke of Or/eaxs was Duke fin 


o . , h (: 
lain at Paris about eleven years before ( 4). The Duke of Burgundy led a great 53%. ——__ 


Army, with the which he marched towards iVormaray, minding to levy the Seztenber,or 


ſiege before Roax (b), but to the enJ he might be the ſtronger, and the better aſſu- —- . 
or atnorg 


red of the King, it was agreed that the King and he ſhould meer at Xorterean- fo diverlly re 
crc the 1 

bur Commines manner ( us himſelf writeth ) is not to ſtand ſ exaRly upon times. Further, authors agree not n—_ + rr 

about this marrer. Laſtly, this place may be underſtood, that when Duke Fobz levied his Army, his meaning was to raiſe the 

Hege before Roar, thorgh he could no: cone time enough to ex2cute bis «nterpriſe, Of the Dules death read Meycr lib. 15. 


fol. 255, Chron. Fland, fol, 281. Anal. Bu/guid. 
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faut Yonpe, where a bridge was made and a grate overthwart it, with a little wic- 

ket in the midſt bolted on both fides, ſo that a man might paſs through with 
< jp woe conſent of both parties. The King (a) came on the one {ide of the bridge,and the D. 
ttandiag, he On the other: being both accompanied with a great number of men of Arms, 
a _ eſpecially the Duke. - They fell in communication together upon the bridge : ax 
pin, the which were preſent on the Dukes ſide only three or four(5). But after they had 
o The French talked awhile,the Duke either through carnelit ſollicication of thoſe that were with 
vriers BY the King, or of a deſire he had to humble himſclf before him, unbolted the wicker 
having terw ON his {ide and the others on theirs, Three of the Dukesmen went through before 
norgh xcþ 030 and then himſelf paſſed being the fourth and wasimmediately ſlain (c), and 
to excuſe the they allo that accompanied him : whereof enſued great milſerics and calamities to 
Dauphin ay, this Realm (4), as all the world can wicnels, This hiſtory. was before my time, 
rt ny ” Wherefore I forbear further co ſpeak thereof : but thus the King rehearſed it ro me 
(fomerme word for word at the ſame time that this enterview with King Edward was appoin- 
— 5 kay red: ſaying, that if there had been no wicker, no occaſion had been ro defire the 
:ars that was Duke to paſs through the grate, and then that great misfortune had not hapned. 
ond po The Authors whereof were certain of the Duke of Orleaxs ſervants that was ſlain, 
with one blow WHO were then in great credit with King Charles, 


of a batte] axz 7 ; : Fo 
ecayſe of ceit:in arrogant words uſed at that time to the Daulphia : whereas Commnin's and Meyer report that too great humility 


was cauſe of his dea'!h. Tannezuy du Chaſtel, Over Layet, Peter Frotir, and William Batalizr flew Duke 0b and «the Lord of No- 
wailie with him, who drew his ſword in the Dukes defence, Aznnal, Burguzd. Introdutt. de In Marche, Myr. d Yor Duke Ph4- 
li» of Burgundy to revenge his fathers death , enticed into league with the Engliſhmen, 


CHAP. X. 


How the two Kings met and ſware the treaty before concluded, and how ſome ſuppa- 
ſed that the holy Ghoſt came down upon the King of Englands pavillioa i the like. 
neſs of a white pigeon. | 

UR grate being finiſhed as you have heard, the next day the two Kings 

came thither in the year 1 47 5. the 290f(e ) Auguſt. The King 

3 days Meyer, had with him about eight hundred men of Armes, and arrived firit 

the 3 1. day at the grate : onthe King of Exgl/azds fide ſtood all his Army in or- 

Gapunime 28 der of battel, which undoubtedly was great both of horſemen and foormen, yet 

. could we not diſcover his whole force. We on our ſide ſeemed but a hand- 
fulto them, and no marvel : for the fourth part of the Kings Army was not there, 

It was appointed that each of the Kings ſhould be accompanied at the grate with 
twelve perſons, which were already named, of the nobleſt perſonages and ſuch as 
wereneareſt about them. Morcover on our ſide were four of the King of Exglanads 
ſervants to view what he did, and as many of ours on their fide. The King as 

I rold you, arrived firſt at the grate, and twelve of us waited upon him, among 
whom were the late Duke Fohz of Bourboz and the Cardinal his brother, Ic 
pleaſed him that I ſhould wear that day a ſuir of apparrel like his own: for he 

had uſed of long time, and that very often, to command one or other to be appar- 
relled like himſelf. The King of Ezg/azd came along upon the cauſey above 
mentioned with a marvellous goodly train, as was convenient for the majeſty 

of a Prince, He was accompanied with the Duke of C/arexce his brother, ' the 

Earl of Northumberland, and divers other Noble men, namely the Lord Ha- 
ſtings his Chamberlain, his Chancellor, and others. Bur there were not paſt 
three or four beſides himſelf apparrelled in cloth of gold. Further he worc 

on 'his head a black velvet cap with a marvellous rich jewel, being a Flower de 

+ Luceletwith ſtones, He was a goodly tall Prince, but inclined now to be m_ 
wha. 
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what gro's, and I had ſeen him before much beaucifuller than at this preſent, 
for ſure when the Earl of warwick chaicd him our. of... Englazd, he. was the 
enodlieſt Gentleman that ever ſer mine eye on. When he came within five foor 
of the grate, he took off his cap and bowed down within half a foot ofthe 
ground: the King in like manner who was leaning upon the grate, uſed great re- 
vercnce towards him : and when they came to embrace each other chrqugh the 


127. 


erate, the King of Exg/ar4 again made low. obeiſance, Then the King began | 


the talk and ſaid: Couſin, you are moſt heartily welcome, there is no man in the 
world whom I have ſo much delired to ſee as you, and praiſed be God that we are 
mer here to ſo goo1 a purpoſe: hereunto che King of Exg/azd anſwered in good 
French. This talk ended, the Chancellor of Ezglaud, who was a Prelat and Bi- 
ſhop of Ely, began his Oration with a Prophecie (whereof the Engliſhmen are 
never unfurniſhed :) (4) which ſaid char in this place of Picquigyy an honourable 
Peace ſhould be concluded between the Realms of Fraxce and England. The 
Biſhops Oration being endcd, the Letters were opened that the King had delivered 
tothe King of Exg/azd touching the concluſion of the Treaty : and the ſaid 


Chancellour asked the King whether they: were written by his Commandment, 


and whether he avowed them : whereunto the King anſwered yea. Then the Bi- 
ſhop asked him again, if he held him(ſflf contented in like manner with thoſe 
Letters and writings that were delivered him on the King of Exglazds behalf: 
whereunto the King anſwered as before.; ,Then was the Miſlal broyght forth and 
opened : upon the which each- of the Kings laid one of their hands,and the other 
upon the true Holy Croſs, and. {wore both of chem tq keep and obſerve the Arti- 
cles concluded between them,namely the truce for nine years, wherein the Con- 
federates of both partics were comprehended, and the Marriage of their children 
ro be accompliſhed in manner and form-as was comprehended in the Freaty, Af- 
ter they had both {worn, . the King (who had his words at Commandment). be- 
gan to enter into pleaſant talk with the King of Exglend , {aying. that he ſhould 
come to Parzs tololace himſelftfiere with the Ladies, and that he wouldgive him 
the Cardinal of Bowrbox for his Confeſtor, who would ca{ily afloil him of thar 
ſin, if any were committed. The King of Zxg/and took great pleaſure in this 
talk, and anſwered with a merry countenance: for he knew the Cardinal to be 
a good fellow, After ſome ſuch like Speeches paſſed berween them, the King to 
ſhew that he had Authority among his men, Commanded thoſe that' were with 
him to withdraw themſelves, ſaying that,he would commune with the King of 
England in tecret : which they that accompanied the King of Exg/apd ſeeing, re- 
tired without commandment. After the two Kings had communed a-while toge- 
ther, the King called me to him, and asked the King of Zxgland if he knew me, 
who anſwered, that he knew me well, and named the places where he had ſeen 
me, adding, that in times paſt I had taken pains to do- him ſervicein Calaw du- 
ring the time I was with.cthe Duke of Burgundy. Then the King enquired of him, 
if the Duke of Burgundy would not be comprehended inthe truce (as it wasto be 
reſumed becaule of his froward anſwer, that he would not )whatit woald plea? 
him that he ſhould do”. The King of Exglazd ſaid, that he would offer him yer 
once more, and if he refuſed-ro accept it, that then they two ſhould do as they 
thought good. Afterward the King fellin talk of the Duke of Britain (which 
was the only end why he moved this queſtion) & asked him in like manger of him 
The King of Exglazddefired him earneſtly to attempt nothing againſt the D. of 
Britain, ſaying dar in his necefſity he never found fo faithful a friend: whereup- 
on the King ended this communication : and then calling the company together 
again, 
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again, with the moſt courteous and gracious language that might be, took his 
leave of the King of Exg/azd, giving very good words in like manner to every one 
of his ſervants. And to the two Princes in a manner both at one inſtant deparced 
from the grate and took horſe; The King returned to Amrens, and the King of 
England to his Camp, whither we ſent from the Court all kind of provition ne- 
cefiary for him, ſo far forth,chat torches and lights were not forgotten, Ar this 
enterview the Duke of Gloceſter King Edwards brother, and certain others were 
not preſent, becauſe they mifliked the peace. NY afterward they 
were well enough perſwaded to allow of ir, fo far forth that the ſaid Duke of G1o- 
ceſter came to Amiens tothe King, who gave him many goodly preſents of Silver, 
Plate, and Horſes, with all kind of furniture. 

After the King was returned from this meeting, upon the way he debated two 
points with me: the one, he found the King of Exg/azd {o willing ro come to Pa- 
745 that it liked him never awhit. For heis, quoth he, a good!y Prince, and much 
given to love: he may peradventure meet with ſome dainty Dame at Paris thar 
will entertain him with ſo many ſugared words, that ſhe may happily make him 
defirousto return thither again. But, his Predeceſlors have ſojourned too long 

both at Pars and in Normaray. I like not his Company on this fide the ſea, bur to 
long as he keepeth home,I wiſh to have him my good friend and_ loving brother. 
The other point was this, he was ſorry that he found the King of Erglazd ſome- 
what hard when he made mention of the D. of Briza7z : for the King was ſo deli- 
rous to perſwade him to ſuffer War to be'madein Britaiz, that afterward he ſol- 
licited this matter a new by the Lords of Bouchage and Saint P/erre.Bur the King 
of England ſeeing himſelf thns earneſtly preſled, anſwered in few words, thac 
who ſo ſhould make War againſt the Duke cf Br:raiz, he would paſs the Seas 
yet once again in his defence : which anſwer being heard, the matter was no 
further mentioned. After the King was returned to Amzezs, evenas he was going 
to Supper,arrived three or four Noble men of Exg/azd ſuch as had furthered the 
Peace, and the Lord Howard ( ho was one of them) began to talk with the King 
in his ear, ſaying, that if it pleaſed him, he would find means to bring his Ma- 
fter to Amiens, and peradventute to Pars, to make merry with him, which offer 
thoughthe King liked never a whit, yet made he ſhew of great good liking thereof, 
and began to waſh, not anſwering much to that point, but told me ſoftly in mine 
ear, thatthe thing he moſt feared was hapned, meaning this offer, After ſupper 
they fell again in communication of the ſelf-ſame matter, but with wiſe words, 
the cnterpriſe was broken off : ſor the King ſaid, that with all ſpeed he muſt de- 
part to g0 againſt the Duke of Byrgauzdy. Although theſe affairs were of great 
importance and ſagely ordered on both fides : yet you ſee merry toys hapned alſo 
among them which are not to beforgotten, Bur as touching the King who will 
marvel (confidering the great harms the Engliſhmen have done in Fraxce buc 
cf late years) ifhe travelled his body, and ſpent his money to rid them friendly 
our'of the Realm, tothe intent hereafter he might keep them his friends,ar the 
leaſt not-have them his foes 2 | - 

Thenext day after this meeting, a great number of Engliſhmen repaired to 
Amiens,' ſome of them affirming that the Holy Ghoſt had made this Peace ( for 
they grounded all on Prophecies.) The reaſon that moved them {o to ſay was, 
for-thar a white Pigeon ſate upon the King of Exylands pavillion that day of the 
enterview,and would not remove thence notwithftanding any noiſe made in the 
Camp. The cauſe whereof as fome men judged, was, for that it had rained a lir- 
tle, and afterward the Sun-ſhining very hot, the Pigeon lighted upon this pavit. 
oi lid 
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lion {being higher than the reſt ) do dry her ſelf: which reaſon was given by 
2 Genteman of Gaſcozze ſervant to the King of Exzland, named Lewis of Bre- 
zailles, who was not alittle offended with the Peace. And becauſe he and I were 
of o1d acquaintance, he talked fimiliarly with me : ſaying that we would deride 
the King of England for this Treaty. Iasked him how many bartels the ſaid King 
had woa: he told me nine, in the which himſelf had beenin Perſon, Then 
demanded of him again, how many he had Joſt: and he anſwered never bur 
one, which was this we now bereaved him of : adding, that he received greater 
diſhonour by returning home afrer this ſort, than he had obtained honour in win- 
ning the other nine. Of chis communication I advertiſed che King, who ſaid he 
was a dangerous Knave, and that ſome means muſt be found to ſtop his mouth: 
whereupon he ſent for him, and made him Dine at his own Table, offering him 
very large offers and goodly Offices if he would tarry in France. But ſeeing he 
would by no means be won thereunto, he gave him a thouſand Crowns in mony, 
promiſing alſoa good turn to his brethren that were on this {1de the Sea, and I 
gave him a watchword in his ear, roemploy his Credit tocontinue the friendſhip 
and amity begun between the two Princes, 

The King feared eſpecially above all things leſt ſome word ſhould eſcape him 


- atunawares, whereby the Engliſh men might gather that he derided them. And 


by chance the next morning after this meeting, as he was in his Cloſet, and nor 
paſt three or four of us with him, he ſpake a merry word rouching the Wines 
and Preſents {ent to the Englith Camp : as he turned about efpyed a Merchantof 
Gaſcoine that dwelt in England, who was come to move a ſuit to him for a Li- 
cenſe to ſhip certain Gaſco/me wines into Exglard without impoſt, which was a 
ſuit thar might much benefit che ſaid Merchant if he could obtainic. The King 
wondred when he ſaw him how he was gotten in thither, and asked him of 
what Town he was in Gwzexre, and whether he were a Merchant and marryed 
in Ezgland. The Merchant anſwered yea,burt that his wealth wasnot great. In- 
continent before his departure thence, the King appointed one to accompany 


I29 


him to Bourdeaux, and I communed with him by his commandment, Further; 


a 200d Officein the Town where he was born was given him: the Licenſe for the 
Wines which he demanded was granted him, and beſides this.zo00. Franks 
were delivered him for his Wives charges upon the way, and he ſenta brother of 
his into Egland for her, but went not himſelf, Thus che King impoſed this pe- 
nalty enkiagif for hiis over large ſpeech. 


CHAP. XI. 


How the Conſtable after the truce made with the Engliſh men, ſought fo excaſe 
himſelf to the King : and how truce was alſo concluded for nine years between the 
King and the Dike of Burgundy. 


He ſelf-ſame day above mentioned, being the next day after the en- 
terview, the Conſtable ſent Letters to the King by a ſervant of his na- 
med Rapine (who was a truſty ſervant to his Maſter,and whom alſo the 
King preferred afterward) Monfieur de Laude and my ſelf were com- 

manded to hear his meſfage, Now you ſhall underſtand that Monſieur 
de Contay was already returned from the Duke of Burgwzdy to the Courr, 
about the practice above mentioned deviſed againſt the Conſtable: ſo thar 
the ſaid Conſtable knew not ro what Saint he ſhould vow him himſelf, but re- 
maincd in utter deſpair. Rapines Meſſage was very humble, tending to excuſe 
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his Maſter of the ſundry evil reports that he knew had been made of him to the * 
King, for that the end ſufficiently declared, - that he never meant ro do other- 
witc than duty required, And to the intent he might the better allure the King of 
his true dealing, he promiſed lo to practiſe with the Duke of Bur2nndy, that 
he would perſwade him to help to deſtroy the King of Ez2/azd and his whole 
Army,it it fo picaſed the King. Andait ſcemed by his ſpeech that his Maſter was 
in ucrer deſpair, Wetold himthat we were in perfe&t amity with the Engliſh 
men, and would no War. But Monfteur de Znude who was with me, adventured $ 
to ask himif he knew where his Maſters treaſure lay. I marvelled to hear iuch a 
word {cape him : for ſeeing this Rapize was a very truſty ſervant to his Maſter, 
chis ſpeech was ſufficient to have cauſed the Conſtable ro fly, and to underſtand , 
in what eſtate he was, and what was a brewing for him, eſpecially ſecing the dan- :- 
gcr he had been in, nor paſt a year before, Bur I never knew man in my life nei- ; 
ther here nor elſewhere, that could diſlodge in time and ſhun the danger hang- 
ingover his head: ſome becau'c they think they ſhall not be received nor be 
in {afety in ſtrange Countries,and other ſome becauſe they are roo much affectio- 7 
nate to their goods, wives and children, which two Reaſons have been the cauſe F 
of many a good mans undoing, | 

After we had made reporrt to the King of Rapizes Meſſage, he called for one of 
his Secretaries,none being with him bur the Lord Howard the King of Englanas 
ſervant, (who underſtood nothing” of this practice againſt the Conſtable,) the 
Lord of Contay who was returned from the Duke of Burgundy, and we two 
that bad talked with the ſaid Rapize. Then he indited a Letter tothe Conſtable, 
wherein he advertiſed him of all that was done the day before, namely, the trea- 
ty of Peace. Further, he ſent him word that he was buſied with divers Afﬀeairs of 
grcat importance, and had need of ſucha head as his: which word was no 
100ncr uteered, but he turned co the Engliſh men, and the Lord of Coptay, ſay- 
ing ſoftly to them, I mean not that we ſhould have the body, but the head with- 
out the body. This Letter was delivered to Rapize, who liked it marvellous well, 
cipecially thoſe words that the King had necd of {uch a head as his Maſters, but 
he underſtood not the Myſtery thereof. The King of Exg/and allo ſent the King 
the two Letters of Credit that the Conſtablc had written to him, and diſcloſed all 
the Meſſages thathe had ſent him, whereby you may perceive how the Conſta- 
ble had behaved himſelf towards theſe three great Princes, and in what eſtate he 
was: every one of the three deliring his death, | 7 : 

The King of Exgland upon the receit of his mony departed, and marched R 
in great haſt toward Calice, fearing the Duke of Burgundies malice and his ſub- 
jects, and not without cauſe : for whenſoever his men ſcattered and {ingled them- 
ſelves, ſome of them came ſhort homie. At his departure he left for Hoſtages with 
the King, till his return into Exg/and according to his promiſe, the Lord Howard, 
and the Maſter of his Horſe called Sir Fohz Cheiny. 

You have heard before at the entrance into theſe Engliſh Aﬀairs, that King 
Edward had no great Devotion to this Voyage into Fraxce: for being come to 
Dover, before he embarked he began to practiſe with us. Bur there were two 
cauſes that moved him to paſs the Seas: one, the defire his whole Realm had, 
according to their natural inclination, to make War in Fraxce, and the rather 
at this preſent, becauſe the Duke of Burgundy prefled the War fo earneſtly : the 
other, the hope he had to reſerve to himſelf a great part of the ſubſidy 'levyed 
in Eg/and for this Voyage: for as before I have ſaid, the Kings of Zx2/and re- 
ceiveonly the bare Revenues of their Lands, ſave when they. levy mony to os 
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war in Fraxce. Further, King Edward had deviſed this ſubtilty to appeaſe his 
ſubjects: he had brought with him ten or twelve great fat paunches, as well of 
the City of London, as of otacr Towns in Exgl/axd, who were the wealthieſt men 
of the Commonalty, and had been the chieteſt inſtruments both in perſwading 
the King to pals into Fraxce, and alloin ieyying this mighty Army. The King 
cauſed them to be lodged in good tents, bur that was not the life they were ac- 
cuttomed to lead : wherefore they ſoon waxed weary of it. Artheir firſt arcival 
they looked for the battel within three dayes after their landing. Bur the King of 
Enoland alledged many doubts unto them, and endeavoured to put them in tear 
of the battel, and to perſwade them to allow of the peace, tothe end hey might 
aid him art their return into Erglazd to pacify the murmuring and grudging of 
the peopic that happily might ariſe becauſe of his return: for neverKing of Ez- 
land fince King Arthar, patled at one time with fo great force, and fo many No- 
ble perſonages into Frazce. Burt after the peace was concluded, the King of Ex- 
gland repaired homeward with ſpecd, reſerving to himſelta great ſumm ot money 
jevicd in Englandfor the payment of his ſouldiers , ſo that he obtained in effect all 
his purpoſes. His body could not away with ſuch labour as a King of Ezg/azd muſt 
endure that minderh to atchieve any great enterpriſe in Frazce, Further, the King 
our Maſter had made great preparation for refiſtance, though to ſay.the truth he 
could not well have provided defence ſufficient againſt all his enemies : for he had. 
roo many. Laſtly, the King of Zzg/and had a marvellous great deſire to accom- 
pliſh the marriage of his daughter with King Charles the 8, now raigning, which 
cauſed him to wink at a number of inconveniences, that turned after tothe King 
our Maſters profit. 
Afcer all the Engliſh men were returned home ſaving the Hoſtages : the King 

took his journey towards Zaoz, and :odged in a little Town upon the marches 
of Hemault called Vervins, and tro Avernes in Henault came the Chancellor. of 
Burgundy with the'Lord of Goxtay and other Ambailadours from the Duke. The. 
King was very deſirous at this time to conclude a final peace : for thismighty En- 
gliſh Army had put him in fear, and no marvel: for he had {cen in his time of their aThe French 
doings in this Realm, and would in no wiſe their return. The ſaid Chancellor Þavins = 
writ tothe King, deſiring that it would pleaſe him to ſend his Commiſſioners for ——- cnt 
the peace to a certain bridge in the midway between Avenzes and Fervins, made Skiden 
ſaying that he and his colleagues would meet them there, The King ſent him —_— 
anſwer, that he would come thither himſelf, and notwichſtanding that divers, + Eon 
whoſe advice he asked in this matter, perſwaded him to the contrary : yet thither in4ced be 
he went, leading alſo with him the Engliſh hoſtages, who were preſent when he — oatwavny 
xeceivedthe Dukes Ambaſſadours, the which came very well accompanied with ar-n0r Biſhop, as 
chers and men of war. Acthis firſt meceing they did but ſalute the King,and then _—_— 
went to dinner, Oneof the Engliſhmen began to repent him that the treaty theſe words, 
was conluded, and ſaid to me at a window, that if they had ſeen many ſuch men Wu = no < 
with the Duke of Burgundy, peradventure they would not have made peace. Monſter de 
W hich words the Vicount of Narboxae (4) (now L,of Foue2) hearing ſaid : Were *7* plain'y 
you ſo ſimple to think, chat the Duke of Burgundy had not great force of fuch Vent 
men? he had ſent them only to refreſh themſelves : but you were ſo deſirous to ding of Sit- * 
return home, that ſ1x hundred pipes of wine, and a penſion the King, giveth 5" 9h F 
you, blew you quickly back into E-g/and. The Engliſh man in a great fury an- apps (Fi 2 
{wered, I perceive now their ſayings toprove true, that told us you would deride 9/1" 0 the 
us for making peace, Call you the money the King giveth us, a penſiqn ? Itistri- jc 6; cory 
bute, and by Saint George you may babble ſo much that you may ſoon make the Freak; 
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us to return, ButT brake off their talk and turned ir to a jeſt : notwithſtanding 
the Engliſhman was diſcontented and caſt out a word thereof to the King, who 
was marvellouſly offended with the Lord of Narboxze for his (peech. | 

The King communed not long at this meeting with the Chancellor and the 
other Ambaſſadours : for it was agreed that they thould go with him to Yervires, 
where when they arrived he commanded Maſter Tannegny du Chaſtel, and Maſter 
Peter Doriole Chancellor of Fraxce and others to negotiate with them : much 
ado there was between them, many reaſons alledged , and many demands made 
on each fide. The Kings Commiſitoners made report to him chat the Burgardi- 
ans uſed fierce and ſtour language, but that they had paid chem with the like, 
and withall told him what their anſwers were, Which he much miſliked, ſaying, 
that the like anſwers had been made divers times bcfore, and that they treated 
not of a final peace, but only of truce : whereof he would have no more ſuch lan- 
guage uſed, but would himſelf commune with them : and thereupon cauicd the 
{aid Chancellor and the other Ambaſladours to come into his Chamber, our of che 
which all men were commanded to avoid, ſave the late Lord Admiral called the 
baſtard of Bourbon , Monſieur de Bouchage, and my ſelf. There the King conc)u- 
ded truce for nine years, wherein it was agreed , that every man ſhould be reſto- 
red to his former eſtate. But the Ambailadours beſought the King that the rruce 
might not yet be proclaimed, to ſave the Duke their Maſters oath, who had ſworn 
not to make truce before the King of Exg/azd had been a certain ſpace in his Realm, 
leſt he ſhould think their Maſter had accepted this truce, 

Bur che King of Exg/and ( who thought grear ſcorn that the Duke would not be 
comprehended in his truce ) being, advertiſed that he treated with the King of an 
other, ſentover into Fraxcea Knight near about him called Sir Thomas AMontge- 
mery, who came to Fervtns at the very ſame inſtant that the King treated withi 
the Duke of Burgundies Ambaſſadours of this truce above mentioned. The ſaid 
Sir Thomas required the King inthe King his Maſters name, to make no other 
truce with the Duke of Burguzdy, than that which was already concluded be- 
tween them two. Further defiring him nor to deliver Saint Q»/zrizs into the 
Dukes hands, and offering that if he would continue war with the Duke, his 
Maſter would be content the next ſummer topaſs the ſeas again for him, and in 
his aid, wich theſe conditions. Firſt, that the King ſhould recompence the loſs 
the King of Ezgl/and ſhould ſuſtain by the wool cuſtom of Calais , amounting 
yearly to 50000, crowns : which if the war opened with Flanders were clearly 
loſt. And fecondarily,that the King ſhould pay the one half of the Engliſh Army, 
and the King of Exg/azd the other. The King yielded great thanks to the King 
of England for this courteous meſlage, and gave a goodly preſent of ſilver plate 
to the ſaid Sir Thomas. Notwithſtanding, as touching the war he excuſed him- 
ſelf, ſaying, that the truce was already concluded, being the very ſame that the 
King of Exelazd and he had made for the term of nine years, ſave that the Duke 
would have his letters apart. Thus to content the Ambaſſadour he excuſed the 
matter the beſt he could, and the ſaid Sir Thomas returned into Exglard, and the 
hoſtages with him. The King marvelled much at the King of £»g/ands offers, ar 
the report whereof my ſelf only was preſent, Bur it ſeemed ro him a dangerous 
thing, to' cauſe the King of Ezglard topals the ſeas again, both becauſe every 
trifle would breed quarrels between the French and the Exoliſh being in camp to- 
gether ; and alſo becaule it was to be feared that rhe Burgundians and they 
wonld eafily reconcile themſelves : wherefore he was ſo mach the more deſirous 
to conclude the truce with the Duke of Byrgundy. Os "FOI 
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CHAP. XII 


How the Conſtables death was fully concluded and ſworn between the King and the 
Duke of Burgundy, and how he went into the Dukes dominions, where by his com- 
manadment he was ſtayed and delivered to the King and after put to death, 


was revived: and tothe end the proceſs thereof ſhould be ſhort, they 
ratified all that was done before at Bouvizes, and the writings there 
made { as before you have heard ) were again interchangeably deliver- 
ed. In the ſaid writings the King promiſed the Duke Saint'Q#7/ztins , Han , Bo- 
hain, and all the Lands that the Conſtable held of the Duke, and all his mo- 
vables whereſoever they were found (4), Further, the manner how to beliege /2) Under- 
him in Haz, ( where he lay) was deviſed. Ic was alſo agreed that whether of the ftand this as 


T: Truce being concluded , the old practice againſt the Conſtable 


two Princes could firſt take him, ſhould either pnt him to deach within eight —_— 


dayes, or deliver him to the other, All men incontinent began to fear this Con- had in the _ 
federacy , ſo far forth that the Conſtables principal ſervants forſook him , £283 m—_— 
namely Monſieur de Gezly and divers others. Further, he being advertiſed that the Duke: 
King Edward had delivered his letters to the King and diſcovered all that he knew 

of him z and ſeeing alſo that his enemies had made Truce, fell into great fear, and 

ſent to the Duke of B:rgundy, humbly beſeeching him to give him a ſafe con- 

duc to come and ſpeak with him about certain affairs that greatly imported 

him. The Duke art the firſt made dainty to grant a ſafe conduct, bur in the end 

ſent him one. This mighty Noble man had oft debated, whither he ſhould fly 

ro ſave himſelf: for he was informed of all that was done, and had ſeen the wri- 

tings deviſed againſt him at Bowvizes, Sometime he conſulted with certain of 

his ſervants, being Lorrarimers, determining to fly with them into A/main, car- 

rying a great ſumm of money with him ( for the way was very ſafe ) therewith 

ro buy ſome place upon the River of Rheze to remain in, till he were reconciled: to 

one of the two Princes. Sometime he reſolved to pur himſelf into his ſtrong 

Caſtle of Haz, which had coſt him ſo much money, and which he had fortified to 

ſerve him ar ſuch a pinch, and furniſhed of all things as well as any Caſtle that 

ever I knew, Burt he could not find men to his mind to pur into the place, be- 

cauſe all his ſervants were born under the Dominions of one of the two Princes, 

And peradyenture his fear was ſo great, that he durſt not wholly diſcover him- 

ſelf and his eſtate to them : for I think a great many of them would not have for- 

ſaken him : neither was it ſo dangerous for him to be beſieged of. both the Princes 

as of one, for it had been impoſhble for the two Armies to agree. 

But inthe end he concluded to go to the Duke of Burgundy under this ſafe 
Conduct, being accompanied only with fifteen or twenty horſe, and rode to 
Monts into Hainault, where the Lord Deſmeriez great Bailiff of Hainault and his 
eſpecial friend lay. With him he ſojourned a certain ſpace, attending news from 
the Duke of Burgundy, who had lately begun war upon the Duke of Zorratn, be- 
cauſe he had defied him when he lay at the ſiege betore N#z, and done much harm 
in the Countrey of Luxembourg, 

The King being advertiſed of the Conſtables departure, purpoſed ſo to order 
the matter, that he ſhould never recover the Duke of Burgwndzes favour : for he 
levied feven or eight hundred men of arms, and rode with them in all hafte to 
Saint 24/ntins, knowing well what force was within the Town , near to the = 

| = when 
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wlen he approached, certain of the Citizens came forth to receive him. The 
King commanded me to enter the Town , and appoint every Captain to hi; 
quarter, and fo I cid. Firſt the ſouldiers entred, and then the King, who was very 
honourably received of the Townſmen : whereupon certain of the Conſtables 
ſcrvants retired into Haizault, The King immediately advertiſed the Duke by 
a lctter of his own hand, of the taking of Saint Quiztizs ; thereby to put him 
utterly out of hope to recover it by the Conſtables means, Which news when 
the Duke underſtood, he ſent word tothe Lord Deſweriez great Bailiff of Hat- 
amt, to guard the Town of ons in ſuch ſort, that the Conſtable could not de- 
part , and farther to command him to keep his lodging + which command- 
ment the Bailiff executed accordingly, for he durſt do no leſs, Notwithſtanding, 
the guard was not ſtrong enough for ſuch a perſonage , if he had been diſpo.ed 
to elcape, What ſhall we ſay here of fortune? This Noble man dwelt upon the 
frontiers of both theſe Princes dominions being enemies, having ſtrong Towns 

- In his hands, and four hundred men of arms well paid, of the which he was 
_ © Comprroller him/elf, and placed whom it pleaſed him, and had been their Cap- 

: fain che ſpace of twelve years. He was a wiſe and a valiant Knight, and of great 

- Experience, and had great treaſure in ready coin: yet notwithſtanding, art this 
_ laſt pinch his courage lo failed him, that he wiſt not what ſhift tomake. We may 
well ſay, that fickle Fortune beheld him with a frowning countenance : or rather 
(if we will ſpeak like good Chriſtians ) we mult ſay, thatſuch great miſeries de- 
pend not upon Fortune : for Fortune is but a phantaſtical fiction of Poetry. 
Wherefore we muſt think if we well weigh both the reaſons above alledged, and 
divers other here unrehearſed, that God had utterly forſaken him and given him 
over. Andif it were lawful for man to judge, asI know it is not ( eſpecially for 
me ). would ſay that in mine opinion all this miſery fell upon him, becauſe he 
travelled, continually to the uttermoſt of his power to nouriſh the war between 
the King and the Duke of Burgundy, knowing his great authority and cſtate to 
depend thereupon : although to ſay the truth, the matter needed no great labour, 
for there was a natural antipathy berween them. Who is 1o rude or ignorant 


rothink that Fortune or any other like chance was able to caſt ſo wiſe a man in- 


to' the diſgrace of both theſe Princes at once { whoin their livesnever agreed in 
any thing ſave only this, ) eſpecially into the King of Ezglands diſgrace , who 
had married his Necce, and lovedentirely all his Wives Kinſmen, e{pecially choſe 
of this houſe of Saint Paw. Iris like therefore, yea, it is moſt certain, that God 
had withdrawn his grace from him, in that he had purchaſed himſelf ſuch hatred 
of 'all.thefe rhree Princes, and had nor one friend in the world that durſt give him 
a nights lodging. Neither was it feigned Fortune ſtrake this ſtroke, but God 
alone. The like whercof hath hapned, and ſhall happen to divers others, who af- 
ter gteat and long proſperity fall into great adverſity and trouble. Aﬀeer the 
Conſtable was arreſted in Hazzault by the Duke of Burgundies command- 
ment; 'the King ſent word to the Duke cither to deliver him into his hands, or 
exccute him according to the tenure of the writings above mentioned. The Duke 
anſwered that he would ſo do, and commanded the Conſtable to be led to Fe- 
roere , and there ſtraitly kept, Further you ſhall underſtand that the Duke 
had already taken divers places in Zorraiz and Barrois, and at this preſent held 
the: ſiege before Nazcy > which was valiantly defended. The King had great 
force of men; of arms in Champazgze, which held the Duke in fear :- for the King 
was not bound by the truce to ſuffer him to deſtroy che Duke of Zorraim, who 
was retiied into Fraxce, The Lord of Boxchage and divers other Ambaſſadors 
a © {ent 
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ſent by the King, preſſed the Duke earneſtly to perform his promiſe and oath, 
and he antwered ever that he would fo do ; bur yer delayed it more than a monerh 
over and above the eight dayes, wherein he ſhould either have delivered che Con- 
ſtable, or put him todeath. Notwithſtanding in the end ſecing the matter ſo car- 7 pop 
neſtly preiled, and fearing that che King would hincer his enterpriſe in Lo77472 1ais ror 
which he ſo much defired to atchicve, to the end he might have rhe paſſage open only for the 


: : 5 "., SHOE Þ... cauſe here © 
from Luxembourg into Burgundy, and joyn all theſe- Seigniories together : For allecged by 


this litcle Duchy of LZorraiz being his, he-might come upon his own dominions our auchor, 


| x . . p bur allo to 
from Holland, almolt as far as Lioxs. (a) For theſe confiderations I ſay, he wrote to ans 


his Chancellor and the Lord of Himbercourt fo often already mentioned, (which feirurder that 
two had abſolute authority in his abſence , and were both of them the Conſtables colour k. of 


1 j J p $1c1/ = 
cnemies and evil-willers ) to goto Perroxze and deliver the Conſtable at a day by > cog fe 


him prefixed, to thoſe that the King ſhould' there appoint co receive - him, tend- b This Campo- 
ing word withal tothe Lord Deſmiriez to deliver him to the ſaid Chancellor and 3s - lome 
Himbercourt. | SE = 


The Duke of Burgundy in the mean time beat contiually the Town of Naz- _ A 
cy : but there were good ſoldicrs within it which valiancly defended it. Further þ,q gn. in 


one of the Dukes own Captains,called the Earl of Campobache, a Neapolitax born, his rage given 
but baniſhed chence for the houſe of Arjows faftion ; was lately entred into —__ _ 
intelligence with che Duke of Zorrazn, heir apparent to - the houſe of 4jox, after © He took 
the death of King Rexe his Mothers Father. The Earl of Campobacke promiſed Nero _ 
to prolong the licge, and find means that ſuch things ſhould be lacking as were 2 but 
neceſſary tor the caking of the Town (5). Which his promiſe,he was very well able March: Girh 
ro perform, bcing then the greateſt manin the Dukes Army : bur a falte Traytor _ __ 
ro his Maſter, as hereafter you ſhall hear more at large, This was' a preparative ay: 2g. 

as it were of all thoſe evils and miſeries that fell afterward upon the Duke of Bay- November, 
gundy, The ſaid Duke meant, as I ſuppoſe, if he had taken the Town' before the Borg the 
day appointed for the Conſtables delivery, not to deliver him at all. And on the was delivered 
other {ide I think, if the King had hadhim, he would have done morein che Duke ras a 

of Lorrains favour than he did : for-he was advertiſed of the Earl of Campo- 4 The Chun. 
baches traiterous practices, but medled not in them: yet was he not bound to ler the <*!lor and 
Duke of Burgundy do what him liſted in Zorrain, ( notwithſtanding for divers 3 hrementar yl 
ſpþects hc thought it beſt ſo to do : ) beſides this he hadgreat forces upon the fron- with ſuch 


ticrs of the ſaid Countrey'of Zorrain, ſpeed through | 


evil will, 


The Dukecould not take Nazxcy before the day appointed for the Conſtables whereas ibey 
delivery(c), which being come, the two above mentioned executed willingly their __ hare 
Maſters commatdment ( a), and delivered him ar the gate of Peronne to the Ba- £29 2 be 


: : {:cond meſ- 
ſtard of Bowrbex, Admiral of France, and to Monſieur de Saint Pierre, who led fage had + 


himto Pars : divers have told me, that within three hours after his departure — 
& for 


meſſengers came in Poſte from the Duke with a countermand;to wit, that he ſhould « jaith Myer, 
not be delivered before Nancy were taken, but it was too late. At Paris the Con- F*ibat rorfiee 


ſtables Proceſs was made, andthe Duke delivered all his. letters that were in his 779077". 

# * : * 6s £ vilt> 
hands, and all ſuch evidence as ſerved for the Proceſs. The King preſled the Court 4 arſwnyca, 
earneſtly, and Juſtices were appointed for the hearing of his cauſe, who ſeeing the ==. 
evidence that both the King of Exglazd and the Duke gave againſt him,condemned ſecundan emper 
him to dye (e), and confiſcated all his goods. py _— minke 

rique txpes 

—# =P ' tarent juſſro- 
nem s at hoc #3 duo odio oaviſſimo flagrantes in comitem ſtabuli, pratumque colentes facire regi mirim in modum ſanguinen illus ſitiens 
3 n04 obler,averunt, Si obſervaſſent ut debcbant, fortaſſis & viram ipſum; & Ducem Domniuum juum 'ſeque ipſos plane ſervaſſent. Siqui- 
dem (ta'i n poſt Caroii intcritum ambo apud Gandavim accepere talionem. te The Conſtable died the xg. of De-ember, 149 5. 4a. 
F. ac, Gagan Meir, in whom read the caviſes of his death, fol. 368. 
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A diſcourſe of the faults of the Duke of Burgundy committed in delivering the 
Conſtable to the King contrary to his ſafe conduit, and what enſued thereof. * 


{þ His delivery of the Conſtable was marvellous ſtrange; notwithſtanding 


I ſpeak ir not to excuſe his faults, neither to accuſe the Duke, for ſure 

he had juſt cauſe to ſeek his death, Bur methinks that he being ſo great 

= aPrince, andof ſo noble and honourable an houſe ; ſhould not have 
given him a ſafe conduct, and then arreſted him. And undoubtedly it was 
great cruelty to deliver him where he was ſure to dye, eſpecially for cove- 
rouſneſs. But ſoon after he had thus diſhonoured himſelf by this deed, he 
received great loſſes, and began to fall to ruine, So that if we well conſider 
the works that God hath done in theſe our dayes , and daily doth-, we ſhall 
eaſily perceive that he will leave no fault,unpuniſhed, and that theſe ſtrange pu- 
niſhments are inflicted only by him, becauſe they ſurmount far the works of 
nature, For his puniſhments are ſudden, 'eſ{pecially upon thoſe that uſe violence 
and cruelty ; who cannot be mean perſons, but mighty men, either in Seigniories 
or Authority. This houſe of B»7gunay had long flouriſhed, for by the ſpace of 
a hundred years or thereabour, (during the which time reigned four of this 
houſe ) it was more eſteemed than any other houſe in Chri/texdom, For all 
thoſe that were mightier than it, had ſuffered great afflictions and adverſities, 
bur ic lived continually in-perpetual felicity and honour. The firſt great Prince 
of this houſe was Ph:/zp ſurnamed the Haray, Brother to Charles the Fifth King 
of France, who married the daughter and hcir of the Earl of F/azders, being 
——_ Counteſs not only of that Countrey, but alſo of Artois, Burgundy, ( 4) Nevers 
-= no of and Rethell, The ſecond was Fohy, the, third was the good Duke Philip, who joyn- 
Burgundy, not ed to his houſe the Duchies of Brabant, Luxembourg, Lambourg, and the Counties 
of the Duchy. f rnlland, Zeland, Hainault and Nammr, The fourth was the Duke Charles, who 
afrer his Fathers death, was one of the richeſt and moſt redoubted Princes of Chr:- 
ſtendom, and had in moveables, namely, Jewels, Plate, Tapeſtry,Books, and Napry 
more than three of the greateſt Princes in Chri/fezdom, Of Treaſure, in CoinT 
have ſeen greater abundance in other Princes Courts: For Duke ?hi/ip by the 
ſpace of many years leviedneither Subſidies nor Tasks : yet notwithſtanding ar 
his death, he left his Son above three hundred thouſand Crowns in ready mo- 
ney, and in peace with all his neighbours, which long endured not; notwirhſtand- 
ing I will not impute the whole occaſion of the wars to him , for others were as 
buſie as he. His ſubjects immediately after his Fathers death, upon a ſmall requeſt 
eranted him very willingly a ſubſidie ( every Countrey a part) for the term of 
ten years, amounting yearly to the ſumm of 350000, Crowns: Burgundy. be- 
ing not comprehended therein. Yea, and at the time he delivered the Conſtable 
he levyed yearly over and above the former ſumm, more than 300000. Crowns, 
and had above 300200. Crowns in Coin ; and all the Conſtables goods thar 
came to his hands, amounted hardly to the value of 80000, Crowns, for he had 
but 76000. in Coin, So that the Duke commitced this foul faulc for ſmall gain, 
yet was the puniſhment thereof great : for God raiſed up an enemy againſt him 
of ſmall force, of young years, and of little experience in all things, and cauſed 
his ſervant whom he then moſt truſted, to become falſe and traiterous, He made 


alſo the Duke himſelf ro miſtruſt his own ſubjects and faichful ſervants. Are | 


not 


344 
Fe 


FE hilip de Commines, 


not theſe ſuch manifeſt rokens and preparatives as God uſed in the Old Teſtament, 


againſt choſe whole good fortune and proſperity he meant to change into miſery 
and adverſity - Yer he never humbled himſelf before God, bur even till chehour of 
death attributed all his good ſucceſs ro his own wiſdom and proweſs : before his 
death he was _— than any of hispredecetiors, and more eſteemed through 
the whole world. | - | 
Beforethe Conſtables delivery,he was fallen into a tnarvellous miſtruſt,or grear 
diſdain of his own Subjects, for he had ſent into 1zaly for a thouſand men of Arms, 
Italians, Before Nuzallo he had great force of 1:aliarns in his Camp: forthe 


Earl of Campobache had under his charge four hundred men of Arms, and better. 


This Earl had no poſleſſions for his maintenance, for becauſe of the Wars the 
houſe of 4rjoru had madein the Realm of Naples ( which houſe he ſerved ) he 
was baniſhed his Country, and loſt all his "ome og and ſerved ever {ince his depar- 
rure out of 1taly,in Provence or Lorrain under King Rexe of Sicilie, or Duke Nz- 
cholas Son to Duke Fohz of Calabria, After whote death the Duke of Burgundy 

ave entertainment to moſt of his Servants, eſpecially all his /#a/zazs : namely, this 
Fart of Campobache, Fames Galeot a valiant, honourable and faithful Gentleman 
anddivers others. The ſaid Earl of Campobache, when he went into 7taly to le- 
vy his men, received of the Duke of Burgundy 40000. duckets in preſt for his 
company. Burt as he paſſed through Zzoxs, be fell.in acquaintance with a Phyſi- 
tian, named Maſter S:'w0z of Pawye, by whom he advertiſed the King, that if he 
would grant him certain demands, he would promiſe him art his return to deli- 
ver the Duke of Burgundy into his hands: the like offer made he alſo ro Monſieur 
de St. Pray, then Ambaſladour in Piemoxt for the King, Again, at his return 
having his menof Arms lying inthe County of 24arle, he offered the King that fo 
ſoon as he ſhould be in the Camp with his Maſter, he' would not fail either ro kill 
him,or take him priſoner ; ſhewing withallthe manner how he would{do it, which 


 wasthis. The Duke rode often about his Camp to view it, mounted upon a little 


Nag, and very ſlenderly accompanied, at ſome ſuch time this Earl ſaid he would 
aſſault him, and execute his enterpriſe. He made yer alſo an other offer to the 
King, namely, if the King and the Duke met together in Batre), co turn with 
his men of Arms on the Kings fide, under condition that the King would granc 
him certain demands. The King deteſted much the Treaſon of this man, and of 
a noble courage advettiſed the Duke of his practiſes by the Lord of Coxzay above 
mentioned, Notwithſtanding the Duke would not credit the meſſage, ( ſuppo- 


Earl all the better. Wherefore you may ſee how God had troubled his wits, in 
that he would give no credit to thoſe manifeſt demonſtrations the King ſhewed 
him, Well, this Earl of Compobache was-nor fofalfe and traiterous , but Fames 
Galeot was trueandtruſty, who lived many.years, and dicd with great honor and 
renown, | X 


. 
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ſing that the King ſent him this advertiſementto ſome other end ) bur loved the 
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CHAP. T. 


How the Duke of Burgundy making war upon the Swiſlers, was overthrown at the 
ſtraights of the Mountains near to Gran(on, 


>= HE Dukeof Burgundy having conquered the Duchy of Zor- 
IN. 747, and received St. Quintins, Han and Bohain, with all 
the Conſtables goods of the King, treated with him of a final 
1& Peace: forthe accompliſhment whereof they two reſolved to 
meet upon a Bridge built over a River, like to that made ar #- 
quizny, at the enterview of the K.of Englandand France, Abour 
Tet nee ® the which meeting , meſſengers paſſed to and fro, ſo far 
forth 'that the Duke was once purpoſed to diſmiſs the greateſt part of his 
Army , to the end his men (being in very evil order, as well becauſe of the 
| Siege of Nuz, as alſo of this tmall War in Zorrain) might refreſh them- 
ſelves: and the reſt to put in Garrifon into certain of the Earl of Roots places, 
near to the Towns of Ber» and Fribourg, upon the which he was fully re- 
ſolved ro make War, becaule they had invaded * Dominions, while he was be- 
fore N#z, had holpen to take the County of Fererre from him ( as you have 
heard )- and had alſo conquered- from the Earl of Romoz? part of his Country. 
The Kingearneſtly preſſed him-to come: tothe mecting appointed, to leave thele 
poor Swiſſers in peace, and to refreſh his Army," The Swiſſers alſo '(geing him 
approach (onear them, ſent their Ambaſſadours to him, offering to reſtore all that 
they had'taken from the Earl of Koo? , who: on the other fide preſſed him 
earneſtly to ſuccour him in perſon : -whereupon the Duke altered his mind” and 
determined tomarch againſt them, leaving chat-<courſe which inall mens opinions 
ſeemed beſt; conſidering both the timie of the year, and the ſtate of his Army. 
Further, it was agreed between the King and him, that for the Duchy of Lorrarn 
they ſhould not fall at variance. Tet” [fn 3:5 ak #1 
The Duke departed out of Zorraiz With this poor, weary and defeated Ar- 
my, and entred into Burgundy, wherethe Ambaſſadours of theſe ancient: Cohfe. 
derates of 4lmain;- commonly calle#'Fwiſſers, repaired again to: him, making 
larger offers than before':-for belides the reſtieution of the Earl of Romonts places, 
they offered to depart from all Leagues that he!ſhonld'nor allow, of, eſpecially 
their League with the'King, and to enter into conſtederacy with him, and to ſerve 
him againſt the King, with {ix choaſand men well armed (and-thatfor very ſmall 
pay) as often ashe ſhould require: which offer he refuſed , for God was fullypur- 
poled to bring him to deſtruction, In thoſe Countries arc certain Towns called 
the new Confederates, namely, Baſil, Srrasbourg, and divers other Imperial Ci- 
: Theſe To#rs ties, (4) (cituatenear the River of hee, which in times paſt had been encmies to 
were ns The Swiſſers in favour of S72i/1ond D, of Auſtrich, whoſe Confederates they were 
$/:4;, 0. during the Wars between the laid Swiſſers and him.But now all theſe Towns joyn- 
y 1, $475. ed with the Swiſſers, and a league was made between them for ten years, and peace 
and Br / 44. . I 1 
allo between D. Sigiſmoadand them, which league (as before you have heard) was 
concluded by theKings procurement,earneſt ſuit,and great expences,at the ſame time 
thatthe County of Fererte was taken from the D. of Burgnnady, and his Lieutenant 


there 
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there called Peter Archambault beheaded at Baſil, The only cauſe of which incon- 
venience procceded of this Arcyambamnlt himieif, which ſurely was a ſhrewd check 
to the Duke of Burgundy, - being the very Fountain of all his other milcries, ' 
Wherefore a Prince that hath lately joyned a ſtrange Country to his Dominions, 
ought to be circumſpect what Governours he placeth there. For whereas Subjects 
newly conquered, ought to be curteouſly intreated, to have juſtice truly admini- 
ſtred, and to be better uſed than under their former Government : this Archam- 
bault did the clean contrary, for he uſed great violence and cxtortion, whereupon 
enſued utter deſtruction to himſelf, his Maſter, and many a good man beſides. - 

This League above mentioned made by the Kings only procurement, turned 
afterwards to his great benefit, yea greater than the world weeneth, o far forth 
that for my part, I account ir one of the wiſeſt deeds that ever he did, and moſt to 
the damage of his enemies. For the Duke of Burgundy once deſtroyed, the King 
of France never found man afterward of his own Subjects, thardurſt life up his 
finger againſt him : for they ſailed all with his wind. Wherefore it was a worthy 
exploit to joyn Duke S/gi/9:0nd of Auſtrich,and theſe new Confederates in League 
with the Sw:ſſers, whole ancient enemies they had: been : and Þ warranc you ir 
was never brought to paſs without great expences and niany voyages. 

After the Duke of Burgundy had put the Swiſſers from all hope of Peace, 
they returned to advertiſe their confederates thereof,” and to make preparation 
for defence, The Duke led his Army into the Country of Y4u/x in Savoy,which 
the Swiſſers (as you have-heard ). had taken from the Lord of Royzoxt, There 
he wan three or four places belonging ro Monſieur de Chaſteauguion, which 
the Swiſſers held and negligently detended. From thence he removed, and laid _ 
his Siege beforc a Town called Graſoz, (4) belonging alſo to the ſaid Lord of « He laid his 
Chaſteauzuion, within the which were eight or nine hundred Swiſſersz choice Siege before 
men: for becauſe the place was near their Country, they had manned it well, nr pr 
The Dukes force was reaſonable great, for-divers. bands came daily to him out of #1; 1476. be- 
Lombardy, and the Subjects allo of this houſe of Savoy were in pay with him: | ut 
He loved ſtrangers better than his own Subjects, notwithſtanding that he might years tide 
have levyed in his own Dominions great force of good Souldiers : but the Con- Vith 5000». 
fables death tegether with cerrain other conceits he had in his head, cauſed him pieces pr A 
ro miſtruſt his own people. '' His Artillery was -marvellots ſtrong, and he lay in tillery, 4a. 
oreat poinp and triumph in his Camp, to ſhew his magnificence ro the Ambaſ- _—_ Pe 
{ad:urs thar came to bim out of 7ra/y and Almain: for the which purpoſes allo he but 4000. 
had brought with him all his beſt Jewels and Plate, and great abundance of all 
kind of furniture. Moreover he had many phanſtes in his head couching the 
Duchy'of Milan, where he truſted ſhortly to have great intelligence. After he 
had beficged this Town of Graxſor,and bartered it with the Cannon certain daies, 
they yiel:{cd to his mercy (c), and he put them all cruelly to death, ' The Swiſ- Mw wa 
ſers were aſſembled, but in ſmall number, as divers of them have told me : for that they 
they are not able to- levy ſo great force intheir Country as the world ſuppoſeth, + phos 
and at that time much leſs than now, becauſe fithence moſt part of them have tc Duke © 
forſaken their husbandry and given themſelves ro Arms. Further, of their con- would receive 
federates few were with them, becauſe they were forced to ſuccour the place in dare 
haſte ; bur lo ſoon as they were abroad in Camp, they heard of their compani- he did,and ye: 
ons death, The Duke contrary to their opinion whoſe advice he asked, derermi- Mfr pur them 
ned to mect them at the entry of the Mountains where they yer lay, greatly to a" 
his own diſadvantage: for he was encamped in a place very well ſcared forthe 


Battel, being fortitied one the on fide with his Artillery, and on theother _ a 
arcs 
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Lakes ſothat in all appearance they could not have endammaged him. He had ſear 


& This Eartel 
was tought on 
Saturday the 
2, of Apiil,or 
ot March as 
ſome ſay, the 


| Swifſſ.rs ar t}is 


Batcel were 
not above 
5000. and the 
molt Hargu:- 
buſitrs, Annal, 
Burg. 

b Ali that the 


Duke loſt tha: 
day was valued 


a: three milli- 


ons of Crowns. 


Aanal, Birr, 


a huncred Archers betore him to keep a ſtrait directly over againſt che Mountain 
where the Swiſſers lay, and marched forward himlelf, and his enemies encoun- 
cred him, the greateſt parc of his Army being yer in the plain, The firſt ranks of 
his men thought to retire to joyn with chereſt ; but choſe that were behind, fſup- 
poſing theſe ro flic, began to turn their backs, and by little and lirtle the Dukes. 
Army-retired towards his Camp; ſome of them valiantly behaving themſelves, 
Bur co be ſhort, when they drew near to the Camp, they never ſtood to defence, 
but fled all (4). Sorhat the A/mains wan the Dukes Camp, his Artil'ery, ail 
his Tents and Pavillions, and his mens alſo, (whereof there was great abun- 
dance ) and other riches and treaſures infinite (4) : for nothing was ſaved but the 
men only. Moreover the Duke loſt here all his goodly Jewels, notwithſtanding, 
in this Baccel were ſlain only ſeven men of Arms, a!l the reſt fled, and himicif 
alſo. A man may juſtlier ſay of him that he loſt this day honour and reputation, 
than of King Fohz of Fraxce, who valiantly defcading himſelf, was taken priſo- 
ner by the Ezg/;ſh men at the Battel of Poiftiers, 

- This is the fixſtmisfortune.chat ever happened to this Duke : for all his other en- 
rerpriſes turned him either to. honour or profit, But what a dcadly wound recei- 
ved hethis day by following his own brain, and deſpiſing good advice * what 
damage received his houſe thereby * in how miſerable eſtate is it yer, and ſhall be 
we know not how long © how many men became his enemies, and declared them- 
ſelves againſt him that the day before ſpake him fair, and temporized with 
him © And for what quarrel began this War ? forſooth for a load of Sheeps skins 
raken by the Earl of Romozt froma Swiſſer paſſing through his Country. Sure 
if God had .not utterly abandoned: the Duke of Burgundy, it is not to be 
thought he would have put himſelf into ſo great danger for ſo ſmall a trifle, con- 
{idering both the offers made him, and the men he had to do with, by vanqui- 
ſhing whom, he could obtain neirher riches. nor honour, For ar that time the 
Swiſſers as touching their valour werenot eſteemed as they be now, and their po- 
verty was ſo great, that a Knight of their Country, who was one of their ff 
Ambaſſadours tothe Duke, told me, that amongſt divers other reaſons he uſed to 


diſſwade him from chis War, this was one: That by conquering them he could 


gain nothing, becauſe their Country was barren and poor, and void of all good 

priſoners, {o far forth that he thought verily if all. their Country men were taken, 

ws ſhould nor be able to pay a raniom to the value of the Spurs and Bridle bitsin 
is Camp, ,. 

But t, return to the Batcel : the King being immediately advertiſed of all 
that was happencd, by the ſundry ſpies and meſſengers he had abroadin the Coun- 
cry, moſt of the which were ſtrangers , rejoyced much at theſe news, and ſor- 
rowed only that ſo few were ſlain, Further, becauſe of theſe affairs, he lay ar 
Lions, to the end he might the ſooner be advertiſed of all that happened, and the 
better countermine all ſuch enterpriſes as the Duke had in his head. For the King 
being a wiſe Prince feared, leſt he ſhould joyn the Swiſſers to him by force. As 
touching the Houſe of Savoy, the Duke diſpoſed thereof as of his own : the Duke 
of Milan wasin league with him : King Rexe of Sicilie was fully bent to have 
put the Country of Provezce into his hands, So thar if his affairs had received 
good ſucceſs, he ſhould have held under his dominion, all chat lyeth between the 
Weſt and Eaſt Seas, and have ſobridled the Subjects of this Realm, that they 
could have ſtirred no way out of Fraxce but by Sea without his permiſſion : Sa- 
voy, Provence, and Zorrain being under his ſubjeRtion, To every one of theſe 
Princes 


»- 
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Princes the King ſent Ambaſſadors. The one,namely the Ducheſs of Savoy was his 


Siſter, but friend to the Duke of Burgundy to the uttermoſt of her power, The other, 
to wit, King Rere of Sicily was his Unkle, who hardly gave his Ambaſſadors audi- 


ence, bur referred all matters to the Duke of Burgundy, The King (ent alſo to theſe 


Confederates of A/mazn, bur with great difficulty, for becaule the paffages were 
ſtopped, he was forced to ſend Beggers, Pilgrims, and ſuch kind of'men, ' The 
ſaid Confederates gave him a proud anſwer, that unleſs: he would declare him- 
ſelf for them, they would make peace with the Duke, and joyn with-the Burgan- 
dians againſt him : which notwithſtanding that he greatly feared, yet thought he 
it not time as: yet to diſcover himſelf the Dukes enemy, doubting alſo leſt ſome 
of his meſſengers whom he ſent about the Countrey ſhould be taken, and ſo all his 


practices diſcovered. | 


CHAP. IL 


How after the overthrow at Granſon, the Duke of Milan, King Rene of Sicily, the 
Ducheſs of Savoy and others,departed from their league with theDuke of Burgundy, 


Et us now ſee how the world changed afcer the Battel, and how the 

' Courage of the Duke of Burgundy and his Confederates altered, and 
withal how wiſely the King governed his affairs. For thisſhall be a 

goodly example for young Princes that attempt fooliſh enterpriſes, 

not conſidering what may enſue thereof : and deſpiſe the counſel of thoſe, 
whole advice they ought to uſe , notwithſtanding that themſelves be utterly 
void of all experience, Firſt, the Duke himſelf ſent the Lord of Coxtay ro 
the King with a lowly. and humble meſſage, contrary both to his accuſtom- 
ed manner and to his nature, Mark here'how ſuddenly he was changed even 
in a moment : he deſired the King faithfully to keep the Truce , and ex- 
cuſed himſelf for not coming tothe meeting appointed at Awxerre, promiſing 
ſhortly to meer him there or elſewhere at his pleaſure, The King received the 
ſaid Contay very honourably, afluring him of all his demands : for as yet he 
thought it not time to declare himſelf, becauſe he knew well the loyalty of the 
Dukes ſubjects ro be ſuch to their Prince, that he ſhould ſoon be aflote again, 
W herefore he was deſirous to ſcethe end of this War, without giving occaſion to 
either party to make peace. But notwithſtanding the good entertainmenc the 


_ King gave the ſaid Coztay, yet heard he many (coffs and taunts inthe Town : for 


Ballads were openly ſung in the commendation of the vanquiſhers, and reproach 
of his folly that was vanquiſhed. | 

So ſoon as Galeas Duke of 24:17 ( then living ) underſtood of this adventure, 
he rejoyced not a little thereat, notwithſtanding that he were the Duke of Bur- 
gundies Confederate: for he was entred into league with him for fear only, ſee- 
ing the Duke ſo highly favoured in /#aly. Wherefore the ſaid Duke of Milan 
ſent in all haſte to % King a Citizen of 14/an,a man of ſmall appearance, who by 
mediation of others was 'Crected to me, and brought me a letter from the Duke : 
whereof when I had advertiſed the King, he commanded meto hear his meſſage. 
For he would not give him audience bimſelf, becauſe he was diſpleaſed with the 


I41 


Duke of 24/az for abandoning his kague with him, to enter into Confede- 


racy with the Duke of Burgundy, and the rather for that his Wife was the Queens 
Siſter, The ſaid Ambaſſadors meſlage was, that his Maſter the Duke of Milan was 
advertiſed that the King and the Duke of Burgundy ſhould meet ro _— ar 
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final peace anda league greatly to his Maſters diſcontentation +. and divers ſten- 
der reaſons he alledged ro diſlwade the King from the concluſion thereof, Bur: 
his laſt perfwaſion was, that-if the King would be bound to make neither peace. 
nor truce with the Duke of Burgundy, his Maſter would preſently. give him 
100000, Ducats. When the King heard the ſubſtance of his Ambaſſage, he cauſ(- 

cd him ro come to his preſence, my ſelf only being with him, and ſaid thus briefly 

unto him :,.Here is Monſieur a Argeztoz that advyertiſeth me thus and thus : tell 
our Maſter I will none of his money , for Ilevy once in a year thrice as much as | 
e. Andas touching peace or war,I will difpote thereof at my plealure, bur if your | ; 
Maſter repent him that he hath forſaken his league with me, to enter into Confe-. 

deracy with-the Duke of Burguzay, tell him I am contented that the league be- 
eween us ſhall continue as it was firſt concluded, The Ambaſlador gave him moſt 
humble thanks, perceiving bim by his anſwer to be no coverous Prince, and de- 
fired that it would pleaſe him to cauſe the ſaid leaguc between him and his Ma- 
ſter to be proclaimed in manner and form as it was firſt concluded , ſaying, thar 
he had power to bind his Maſter thereunto. The King was contented, and after 
dinner it was proclaimed,and an Ambaſlador forthwith diſpatched to 24;/ar, where 
the league was again proclaimed with great ſolemnity, This is one blow adver- 
ſity gave the Duke of Burgundy : for here'is one mighty Prince ſuddenly fallen 
from him ; who had ſent a great and ſolemn Ambaſlage to enter into league with 
him but three weeks before. | . 
King Rene, of Sicily was purpoſed to make the Duke of Burgundy his heir, L 

and to put Provexce into his hands, fo far forth that Monficur de Chaſteaugniom 

that now is, and divers others were already gone into Piempt with 20000, 

Crowns to levy men to take poſſeſſion of the {aid Countrey for the Duke of 

Burgundy : but upon the news of this overthrow they fled , and hardly ſaved 
themſelves; and as touching their money, the Lord of Bre/le being then in thoſe - 

parts took ir. The Ducheſs of Savoy hearing theſe news ſent word thereof 
immediately, to King Reze of Szczly, extenuating the overthrow, and willing | 
him to be of good cheer, notwithſtanding this ſmall loſs : but her meſſengers 3 
being Provixcials were intercepted , and thereby King Rexes practice with the | 
© Dukeof Burgundy diſcovered. Whereupon the King ſent forces to the fron- [ 
4 ys bf" tiers of Provence;(a) and Ambaſſadors tothe King of Szezty, defiring him to come 
ofthe Crown to him and aſſuring him of good entertainment, which if he refuſed to do, he 
of Fran-', *n@ threatned by force to prevent this inconyenience, Wherefore in the end the 
_- vou'd King, of Sicily agreed torepair to Zioxs to the King, where he was honourably 
rot ſuffr his received and well feaſted. I was with the King and heard the words that paſſed 
9c poll between them at cl:cir firſt meeting : which being ended, Fohn Croſſe Seneſchal 
ecrdj ro polſeſs Of Provence, a worthy Gentleman and of a good houſe in the Realm of Naples, 
It- faid thus to the King, Sir, you muſt not marvel if the King my Maſter your 
Uncle offered to make the Duke of Burgundy his heir : for he was counſclled 
thereunto by his ſervants , eſpecially by my ſelf, becauſe you being his Sifters 
Son and his Nephew , have done him ſo great wrong in taking from him the 
Caſtlesof Bar and Argiers, and handled him ſo ill inall his other affairs. Where- 
fore we meanit-to enter into this practice with the Duke of Burgundy, tothe end 

that you hearing theſe news might endeayour your ſelf ro repair the injuries 

you have done us, and acknowledge in the end the King our Maſter to be your 

Uncle: but wenever minded to bring this Treaty to a full concluſion. The King 

being a wile Prince, took this praCtice in good part, which the ſaid Fohz Croſſe 
uttered indeed fimply as it was meant, for himſelf was the only contriver ang" 
| n 
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In ſhort ſpace all controverſies berween them were ended, and money was given 
co the King of Szc//y and his ſervants, Further, the King feaſted him with the 
Ladies, and uſed him in all points according to his own humour as near as he 
could; and of the Duke of Burguzay no more mention was made, bur he was 
utterly abandoned of King Rexe, This is another miſhap thar enſued this ſmall 
adverſity. 

The Duct eſs aiſo of Savoy who of long time was thought great enemy to the 
King her Brocher 3 ſent one Monſieur ae Monraigny ( who was addrefled to me ) 
with a ſecret meflage to reconcile her ſelf to the King, alledging divers reaſons 
why ſhe was fallen out with him, and wherein ſhe ſtood in fear .of him. Not- 
withſtanding the was a very wiſe Lady and the Kings Siſter indeed : for it appear- 
ed that ſhe meant to temporize as he did, to ſce what would happen further to 
the Duke before ſhe would abandon him, The King gave her better words than 
he was accuſtomed , and ſentrhe meſſenger very good anſwers by me, willing 
him to deſire his Miſtreſs to come into Fraxce ,, and thus her man was diſpatched. 
Sec here another of the Duke of Burgunadics Confederates prattiſing to forſake 
him. Beſides this, through the whole Countrey of A/maiz enemies began to de- 
clare themſelves againſt him, and all the Imperial Towns, as N#remberg, Frank- 
fort and divers others, joyned themſelves with theſe old and new Confederates 
of Swiſſerlaad: fo that all the world ſeemed to be perſwaded the doing of him 
harm, to be good ſervice to God, , | 

The ſpoils of his Camp inriched marvellouſly theſe poor Swzſſers, who at 
the firſt knew not what treaſures were fallen into their hands ; eſpecially thoſe of 
the ruder fort :. one of the goodlicſt and richeſt pavillions in the world was torn 
all to pieces. There were that fold a number of filver plates and diſhes for two 
ſouſle a piece, ſuppoling them to be pewter. The Dukes great Diamond being 
the goodlicſt Jewel in Chriſtexdoms , at the which hung a great orient Pear], 
was taken up by a Swiſſer, who put it againinto the box where it was kept, and 
th:ew it under a Cart ; bur after returned to ſeek ir, and fold it to a Prieſt for a 
guldon, who tent it to the Lords of their Countrey, of whom he received three 
tranks for it, They wan alſo three goodly ballais rubies, called the three brethren, 
becauſe they were in all points like, and another great ballais rubie called Zahozre, 
with a goodly ſtone called the round ball of Flazders, the greateſt and faireſt 
ſtones in the world. Other infinite treaſures they gained alſo; which ſince have 
taught them ro know what is money worth. Further, the victories they have 
obtained, the account the King made of them cver after, and the ſumms of mo- 
ney hebeſtowed upon them, have marvellouſly enriched chem. Every Ambaſla- 
dor of theirs that carre to him at the beginning of theſe wars, received goodly 
p:efents of him cither in money or plate, whereby he afſwaged the diſpleaſure 
they had conceived againſt him for not declaring himſelf rhe Duke of Bargun- 
dies enemy : for heſent them home well contented, with full purſes and clothed 
in {ilks and velvets. Then began he alſo to promiſe them a yearly penſion of 
40000. guldons, which afterward he truly paid, but the ſecond batcell was paſt 
firſt, Of this penſion twenty thouſand guldons were for the Towns, and the 
| Other twenty thouſand for the Governours of the Towns. AndI think verily I 
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ſhould nor lye., if I ſaid that between the firſt battel of Graxſoz and the King our 


Maſters death , theſe Towns and Governours of the Swiſſers received out of 
France above a million of Florens, When I name Towns, I mean but theſe 
four: Bern, Lucern, Friburg, and Zurich, together with their Cantons ſcituate 
in the Mountains, Sw#ſs alio is one of their Cantons though but a Village, Yer 

| have 
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have I ſeen an Ambaſſador of that Village clothed in very ſimple apparel give his 
advice in every matter as well as any of the reſt, The other two Cantons are cal- 
led Solewurre and Underwalde, 


CHAP. IIL 


How the Swiſlers vanquiſhed the Duke of Burgundy 7z2 Battel near to the Town of 
Morart, 


Ow to return to the Duke of Burgundy, he levyed men on all fides, fo 
that within three weeks he had aſſembled a might Army : for a great 
number of his ſouldiers that fled the day of the barrel, repaired again to 
(a) Tire = his Camp. He lay at Zoſanna(a)in Savoy, where you(my Lord of Vienna) 
1 von aſſiſted him with your counſel in a dangerous ſickneſs he was fallen into, for ſor- 
tired firſt to row and grief of the diſhonour he had received, which ſo much altered him, that I 
Joingre » Om think after this battel of Grazſoz, his wits were never ſo freſh nor ſo good as be- 
fret, and then fore (5). Of this new Army he now levied I ſpeak upon the Prince of Tarextes re- 
co Loſume, 1-4 port, who made relation thereof ro the King in my preſence, For you ſhall under- 
(b) Fas proy- Ttand thatthe ſaid Prince about a year before the battel, was come to the Duke of 
eth both Vitia Burgundy With a goodly train in hope to marry his daughter and heir, Andanot- 


2-mmſcati2 24 yithſtanding that his behaviour, apparel and train ſhewed him indeed to be a - 


we Huron Kings Son, and his Father the King of Naples to have ſpared no coſt in ſetting 
1-99 #45" him forth : yer did the Duke bur diflemble with him, and fed at the (elf ſame 
a69%) ary of time with fair promiſes the Ducheſs of Savoy putting her in hope of this marri- 
thegreatſym- age for her Son, Wherefore the Prince of Tarente called Dox Frederick of Ar- 
patny v-rwee® ,2g072 and his Counſel miſliking theſe delayes, ſent ro the King our Maſter a He- 
body. Liy -Tald of Arms a wiſe fellow, who humbly beſoughe him to grant che Prince his 
lid.r. decad-te ſafe conductto paſsthrough his Realm to the King his Father who had ſent for 
yes yg * him, which he cafily obtained of the King, becaule it ſeemed to tend tothe Duke 
morbus , Tilli of Burgundies diſhonour and diſcredit, Notwithſtanding before the Princes 
ul, "oy meſſenger returned to his Maſter, a great number of chele Confederate Towns 
were aſſembled and encamped hard by the Duke of Burgundy, The ſaid Prince 
obeying the King the Fathers commandment, took his leave of the Duke the 
night before the ſecond battel was fought, for ac the firſt he was preſent, and be- 
haved himſelf like a valiant Gentleman, Some ſay (my Lord of Yiezza)that he 
uſed your advice herein : for when he was here with the King I have heard both 


-him and the Duke of 4ſcoly commonly called the Earl Flo, and divers other 


'afirm, that you wrote in 7faly of the firſt and ſecond battel, and told whar 


ſhould enſue thereof, long before they were fought. 
7) The Duke Artthe Princes departure great forces of theſe Confederate Towns were incamp- 
laid his regs Ed (as T have (aid ) hard by the Duke of Burgundy, and came to give him bar- 
before Morat tel,meaning to levy the ſiege he held before Xorar (c) a little Town near to Ber, 
- ) belonging tothe Earl of Romer. The faid Towns had in their Army ( asſome 
Zur: 9.1476 that were at the batrel have informed me ) 35000, men, whereof four rhouſand 
with 4290. were horſemen, the reſt footmen well choſen and well armed, that is to ſay, 
men. 4:7 11000. Pikes, 10000, Halbards, and 10000. Harquebuſiers, Their whole force 
had the 59i/- was not yet aſſembled, and theſe only fought the battel , neither needed any 
7 2n2--b the MOTE help. The Duke of Zorrazn arrived at their Camp a little before the 
Duke had bue bartel, with a very ſmall crain , which his coming turned afterward to his 
24000. andrhe o;01t profic: for the Duke of Burgandy held then all his Countrey, and a happy 
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turnit was for him that they waxed weary of him in our Court, as all choſe that 
maintain a Nobleman overthrown .uſually do; notwithſtanding he never un- 
derſtood thus much, The King gave him a ſmall ſumme of Mony, and fenta 
oood Troup. of men of Arms to -convey him ſafe through Zorrarm; who 
brought him to che Frontiers of A/aize, and then returned home. - This Duke 
of Lorrain had not only loſt his Duchy of Lorraiz, the County of Yaude- 
xt, and the greateſt part of Batroz (the teſt being withheld from him ' by the 
King, ſo that he had nothing left: ) bur. his.ſubjects alſo, yea his houſhold ſer- 
vants had voluntarily done homage to the Duke of Burg#nay: 1o that his Eſftare. 
ſeemed almoſt irrecoverable. Notwithſtanding God remaineth always Judge _ * 
to determine ſuch cauſes at his pleaſure, F716 0% -{ .eni:. 1130008 
 Aﬀer the Duke of Zo77ain was paſſed through/Lorraiz.ihto Almraine z and 
had journeyed a few days, he arrived atjthe A/maires Camp with-ſmall force - 
three or four hours before the Bartel began: which Voyage (as before I have + 
ſaid) turnedto his great honour and profit; for if his tucce(s had been bad, I 
think he ſhould have found bur could entertainment in any place. Artthe very 
inſtant that he arrived, the Bartels marched on both fides. For the Confederates — | +» 
had lain in Camp three days or more in a ſtrong place hard by the Duke of Bur- 
gundy,who was at the very firſt diſcomfited, and pur. to flight : neither had he 
{0 good luck here as in the former Battel,” wherein he loſt bur ſeven men of 
Arms , which happened becauſe the Swiſſers had then no Horſemen : bur ar this 
battel near to Morar (whereof I now ſpeak) they : had four thouſand Horle- 
men well Mounted, the which purſued fiercely the Burgundians that fled. Fur- 
ther, their barrel of Footmen joyned alſo with the Dukes barttel., which was 
mighty and ſtrong: for beſides great force of his own ſubje&s, and -certain 
Engliſh men that terved him . divers bands were newly come to him out of 
Piemont and the Duchy of Milan, So that the Prince of Tarente at bis being 
here with the King told me, thar he never ſaw in his life ſo-goodly an: Army: for 
himſelf and divers others by his commandment numbring the force-as'it pal — 
ſed over a Bridge, had told to the number of, 2 3000. ſouldiers taking pay,” beſides 
thole that followed the Army and were appointed to ſervear the Artillery ; which 
force me think was great, notwithſtanding chat many ralk of millions, and re- 
pu they wot not what, making Armies five” rimes greater than they are; The 

ord of Coxtay who came to the King immediately afcer the battel, ' confeſled 
in my hearing, that the Duke his Maſter loſt there 8000, ſouldiers taking pay,be- 
fides the ſtraglers: ſo chat the whole number of the. dead (for .ought I:could ever RN 
learnto the contrary) amounted to (4)x18000. which is nor incredible, confide- , 51... we 
ring both the great force of Hosſementhar diyers Princes of Alizaine had there ; r 7000. others 
and alſo the great number of men that were ſlain in: the Dukes Camp, lying *79> <thers 
Rill ar the fiege before Aorar.(b) The Duke fled into Burgundy utterly diſcom- ie vomms* 
fited, and not without cauſe 3 and. held himſelf cloſe in a Town called Za Reviere, bur 50. Myer 
where he atſembled all che, forces he could.';: The Swiſſers followed the chaſe bur _ —— 
that night, and then retired without further purſaict of their enemies, . :: - :; For beter . 

5 ; WE RIG ; underſtand- 

place, we muſt know that after the Dukes vaward was aaa whkia Morat iflued fonth' 3nd jeyned k. Bats 
'of Lorrain, and entred perforce the Duke of Burgyadies Camp lying before the ſaid Town of Morat, wheng they made a great 


Nlaughter, as our Author here makert mention, 
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CHAP. IV, 


How after the battel of Morat the Dake of Burgundy took the Ducheſs of Savoy, and 
- how ſbe' was delivered and ſent home into her Country by the Kings means. 


His misfortune drove the Duke into utter deſpair : for he well per- 
caved by the ſequel of the firſt batte] at Grazſor (between the which 

'  " and this {econd there was but three weeks ſpace, (a) that all his friends 

a1 ſuppoſe, . . would abandon him. W herefore by rhe advice of thoſe that were 
yore * About him, he made the Ducheſs of Savoy and one of her children now Duke of 
Printer hath g49/0y, to be led by force into Burgundy: bur her Eldeſt Son was conveyed 
P—_ away by certain of her Servants; for choie that committed this- Outrage did 
tha theſe chree It in oreat fear and upon a ſudden.Fhe cauſe that moved che Duke hereunto 
woe mult was partly fear, leſt the Ducheſs ſhould retire ro the King her Bro- 
moneths. For ther ; and partly becauſe all theſe Misfortunes were happened to him (as he 
the Bartel of f2jd) for ſuccouring this. Houſe of Savoy. Thus was the Ducheſs led ro the 
_ thez, Caftle of Rowwre near to Dyion, where a ſmall Guard was appointed over 
of Marchor her, Notwithſtanding every body that would, went to Vifit her, and among 
4pri, and. . Othersthe Lord of Chaſteaugwion, and the the Marqueſs of Rotelin thar now are, 
22. of 7ne berween the which two, and two of the Ducheſſes Daughters, the Duke of Bur- 
whichis oyxdyendeayoured tomake two Marriages, which afterward were accompliſhed. 
He Her Eldeſt Son called Philjbert then Duke of Savoy, wasled by thoſe that ſtole 
weeks, zvd him away, to Cham bery, where the Biſhop of Gezeva lay, who was alſo of the 
- © +—beagy Houſe of Savoy. "This Biſhop was altogether given to floth and wantonneſs, 
monerhs, ans and governed wholly by a Knight of the Rhoges : (5) bur the King ſo practiſed 
ſo allo 41'%- with him, andthe Knight his governour, thar they put into his hands the ſaid 
LOTS Duke of Sowey,and 2 hiccle Brother of his called Le Prothonoftairetogether with 
time. theCaftles of Chambery and Moxtmelian, and held alſo to the Kings uſe another 
b The Fene® Caſtlewhere all the Ducheſſes Jewels lay. When the Ducheſs was come to 
mandeur de Rowure accompanied with all her. women, and a great number of her ſervants, 
Rhodes, what ſhe perceiving the Duke of Burgunay to be buſicd in levying men, and thoſe 
few "Jock That guarded her not toftand in fuch fear of their Maſter as they were accuſto- 
is the notes med: determined to ſend to the King her Brother to reconcile her ſelf co him, 

ef the ninch and todefire himto deliver her out of this thraldom. For notwithſtandin 
the >. Book, that the feared much toFfall into his hands, becauſe of the great and long as. 
\...-  thathadbeenberweenthem : yet the miſery wherein ſhe was, forced her in the 
end thereunto. Wherefore ſhe {ent to him a Gentleman of Pemont called Rive- 
- yol being Steward of her Houſe, who was directed tome. When I had heard his 
. meſſageand advertiſed the King thereof he commanded him to come to his 
Preſence: and aftey he had given him Audience : an{wered, that he would not for- 
 {akehisfiſter in thisextremity notwithſtanding their former variance: and that 
- ..i2. If ſhe wouldenter into League with him, he would ſend for her by the Governour 
- +:91>> of Champaign, called Maſter Charles of Amboiſe Lord of Chaumont, The 
ſaid: R4verol took his Icave of the King, andreturned with ſpeed to his Miſtriſs, 
- who rejoyced much at this news. Notwithſtanding ſhe ſent yet againto the 
King upon thereturn of the firſt Meſſage, to defire a ſafe condut and aſſurance 
thercin, that ſhe ſhould depart out of France into Savvy, and that the Duke 
herSon and his little brother, together with the places which the King held, 
| ſhoulbereſtored to her: and further that he would help to maintain her Au- 


thority 
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thority in Savoy, and ſhe for her part would forſake all confederacies, and enter 
into League with him. All che which her requeſt the King granted, and imme- 
diately {ent a man purpoſely co the ſaid Lord of Chaumont abour this enterpriſe * 
the which was. well deviſed and execured accordingly, For the ſaid Lord of 
Chaumont, went himielt peaceably through che Country with a ggod band o 
men to Rowvre, from whence he led che Ducheſs of Savoy and all her Train to 
the next place of che Kings Dominions, Before the diſpatch of che Duchefſles laſt 


© © : | 
meſſenger, the King was departed from Zns, where ,he had lain half a year. 


ro overthrow covertly the Duke of Burgundies enterp rifes without breaking the- 


truce. Bur if a man conſider well the Dukes Eſtate, the King made -ſhatper War 
upon him, by lerting himrun himſelf our of breath,” and*privily ſtirring up ene- 
mies againſt him, than ithe had openly proclaimed Wat. For iminediarelyup- 
on the Proclamation, rhe Duke would have relinquiſhed his enterpriſe, | and then 
all theſe miſhaps had never fallen upon him. 0 CHIN RO 
The King being departed from Zzozs , continued ſtill his journey;' and from 
Rowvenne went down the River of Loire to Tours, where ar his/arrival' he re- 
ceived news of his ſiſters liberty, whereat he rejoycet nor a litrle,-and' ſenr for 
her with all ſpeed to come to him, and gave order for her charges upottthe way, 
Morcover, when ſhe drew near, he ſent a great Company of Gentlemen to-wait 
upon her, and went himſelf to receive her as far as the 'vate of ?leffs dn Parc: 
where art their firſt no_ with a merry countenance he ſaid unto her : Lady < 
Burgundy you are heartily welcome. Ther ſhe knowing by his ''countenanee 
that he did but ſport, made hinj a wiſe anſwer, laying,: Sir, I ama true Prench 
woman, and ready to obey you in all you ſhall command. The King led her-e6 
her Chamber, where ſhe was very honourably entertained, True it is that he deſi. 
red to ſend her home as ſpeedily as might be, whereof ſhe was no'lefs deſirous 
chan he: for ſhe was a very wiſe woman, and they were well acquainted the one 
with the others conditions, 'The whole charge of this 'matter - was commnitred" to 
me, firſt ro provide mony to defray her in her return ; ſecondarily, to (eck Silks 
and Velvets for her: andlaſtly, ro put in writing the Artides of their new League 
and Amity. Moreover the King endeavoured to difſwade her from the Marriage of 
her rwo Daughters above mentioned , but ſhe made her-excuſe by the: Daughters 
themſclves, who were obſtinare therein z which when the King perckiged 5; he 
ielded unto them, and in mine opinion they were well' beſtowed. After the 
Dochet had ſojourned at Peffs ſeven or cight days, the King and ſhe ſwore 
thenceforth ro be-friends cach to other, and writings touching their amity were 
interchangeably delivered berween them : which done the Ducheſs took her 
leave of the King, who cauſed her ſafely robe conveyed into her own Country, 
and reſtored unto her, her children, all the places that were in his hands, all her 
Jewels, and all that belonged to her. They were both glad of their departure; 
and livedever after as Brother and Siſter till their death. Ht | 
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CHAP. V. 


How the Duke of Burgundy lived as iz were ſolitary the ſpace of certain weeks, dn- 
ring the which time the Duke of Lorain recovered his Town of Nancy, 


Ut co proceed in this Hiſtory, I muſt now returato the Duke of Burgus- 
ay,who after the battel of X4orar, which was in the year 1476. fled to 
the, Frontiers of Burgundy and kept himſelf cloſe in a Town called Lz 
"m—— Rivziere, wherehe lay more than.fix weeks with intent to levy yer ano-' 
ther Army,.- wherein, notwithſtanding he proceeded bur flowly : for he lived as it 
were ſolitarily, in ſuch ſorr, that all his doings ſeemed (as you ſhall hereafter per- 
ceive) rather to proceed of obſtinacy than any reaſon. For the grief he had con- 
ceived of the firſt overthrow at Grazſoz {o inwardly vexed him, that he tell into 
a dangerous ſickneſs ; which ſo altered his complexion, that whereas before his 
choler and natural heat wasſo great that he drank no wine, but Prifau every morn- 
ing ordimaxily,and ate conſerve of Roles to refreſh him: now this ſorro:s andigrief 
had ſo much weakned his ſpirits, that he was forced to drink the ſtrongeſt Wine 
withourwater, that cou!d be goten. And further, to reduce the bloud ro the” 
heart, his Phyſicians were fain to pur vurning flax into boxing glaſſes, and to to {et” 
them on his breaſt near to the heart. Of this {lickneſs (my Lord of Y:exza) you 
can better-write than my ſelf, becauſe all the time thereof you were continually 
with him.co.afiit him with your advice, and cauſed him alſo to ſhave his beard 
which before he wore. long. Burt in mine opinion after this ſickneſs his wits were 
neyer fo freſh as before, butmuch weakned and decayed. Such are the paſſions 
of thoſe that being fallen into great misfortunes ſeek not the true remedies, eſpe- 
cially:of proud and diſdainful Princes, For in ſuch a caſe the beſt and ſoveraign- 
rat 66d have recourſe to God, to bethink our ſelves if we have in any 

point offended him, ro humble our ſclves before him, and to acknowledge our 
faults; for: het is that determineth theſe cauſes, and ro himno man may impute 
any error.:The ſecond remedy in ſuch a caſe, is to confer with ſome familiar friend 
10 reveal boldly unto himall our paſſions, and not to be aſhamed to utter our 
grief to our dear friend : for that eaieth and} comforteth the mind, and by ralk- 
ing thus 9. counſcl with a faithful friend, the ſpirits recover their former ver- 
rue and ſtrength. The third remedy in ſuch a caſe is to fall tro ſome exerciſe and 
bodily labour : for ſeeing we are men,{uch penfiveneſs and grief cannot be paſſed 
a Cardas gi» Over Without great paſhons citker publick or private. (4) But the Duke took the 
Y nc 199 wrt clean'contraryicourte, for he hid himſelf, and kept himſelf ſolitary, whereas he 
er purgations ſhould haye pur to flight all ſuch melancholick auſterity. Further, becauſe he 
& forrows, wasa terrible Prince to his ſervants, none durſt preſume to give. him counſel or 
fo ck wee Comfort, but ſuffered him to follow his own ſenſe, fearingif they had gone about 
to perſwade with him, it might have turned them to diſpleature. 

During this fix weeks ſpace or thereabout that he ſojourned ar Za Rzviere 
with ſinall force, (which was no marvel having loſt two ſo great battels)) many 
new enemies arole againſt him, his friends fell from him, his ſubjects being de- 
feated and diſcomfited began to murmur and deſpiſe him, which is a thing 
uſual (as before I have ſaid) in ſuch advertities. Further, many places in LZor- 
r4in were Cither razedor won from him, namely, Faudemont, Eſpinal, and di- 


vers others,and on every {ide enemies prepared to invade him, and the miferableſt 
| | | flaves 
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{]aves were the hardieſt, In this hurliburly rhe D. of Zorrain aſſembled a ſmall 
force and came before Naxcy : of the little Towns thereabour he held the grea- 
celt part ; notwithſtanding x4 Burgundans kept ſtill Popt-a-moufion four leagues 
diſtant from Nancy. A 
Among thoſe that were beſieged within the ſaid Town of Nancy, was a Wor- 
ſhipfu! Knight called Monſieur de Bewres of the Houle of Croy,who had under him 
certain Harquebuliers z within the Town was alſo an Engliſh Captain though 
but of mean Parentage;yer very Valiant, called Co{pzn, (a) whom my {elf prefer- a This Copis | 
red with certain others of the Garriſon of G«/ſ7es ro the Dukes ſervice. This tony 
Colpin had within the Town-under his charge a band of three hundred Engliſh roughout 
men, the which grew weary of the Siege (though they were troubled neither —_—— 
with battery nor approaches) becauſe the Duke made no more haſtero ſuccour 2 or 
them. And to ſay the truth, he committed a foul- over-{ight, in that he approa- hanen coll * 
ched no nearer to Zorraiz, but lay thus ina place far off, and where he could 77 _— 
do no ſervice : (ith ir ſtood him more upon to defend that he had already g0t- bold ro amend 
ten, than to invade the Sw#ſſers in hope to revenge his loſſes. Bur his obſtinacy it according 
turned him to great inconvenience, in that he wogd ask no mans advice, but = = 
truſted wholly to his own brain: for nocwithſtaMling that they that were be- 
ſieged, continually and earneſtly (olliciced him co ſuccour the place, yer lay he 
ſtill upon no neceſſity,at the (aid cown of Rzwzere, fix weeks or thereabour z where- 
asSif he had done otherwiſe, he might eaſily have relieved the Town. ' For 
the D. of Lorrain had no force before it, and by defending the Country of Zor- 
rain the paſſage from his other Seigniores inco Burgundy ſhould ever have been 
open through Luxemburg and Lorrain, Wherefore if his Wits had been 
ſuch ten as before time I had known them, he would ſure have uſed greater 
Ciligence. 
During the time that they within Nazcy looked daily for ſuccours, Colprze 
above mentioned, Captain of the Engliſh band within the Town, was ſhin 
wich a Cannon ſhot greatly to the Duke -of Burgundies prejudice. For the pre- 
ſence of one man alone endued with vertue a wiſdom, though but of baſe 
Race and Parentage, ofrenrimes delivereth his Maſter from great inconveniences, 
As touching the which point I commend above all others the wiſdom of the 
King our Maſter : for never Prince feared ſo much the loſs of his men as he did. 
Colpiz being thus ſlain, the Engliſh men within the Town began -ro Mutiny 
and de'pair of ſuccours : for neither knew they of how ſmall power the Duke 
of Lorratn was, nor what goodly means the Duke of Burgundy had to levy 
new Forces. Forks hevncl of long time the Engliſhmen had made no Wars 
out of their own Realm,they underſtood not what the Siege of a Town meant. 
W herefore they reſolved in the end to parlament, and told Monfieur de Beares 
Captain of the Town, that if he would not fall ro compoſition with the Duke 
of Lorrain, they would compound without him. He notwithſtanding, that he 
were a truſty Kuight lacked courage, and fell to intreaties and perſwaſtons, where- 
as in mine opinion ſtouter language would better have prevailed : but God had 
already diſpoſed hereof, If the Town had been held but three days longer, ic 
had been relieved. To conclude, the ſaid de Bewres agreed to the Engliſh 
men, and yielded the placeto the Duke of Lorratn : (6) and fo departed he, and b Nary was 
all that were within it with bag and baggage. | yielded the 6. 
The next day, or atthe furch — —__ 


eſt within two days after the Town was yielded, yz. 
the Duke of Burguzay arrived there well accompanyed, conſidering his Eſtate : 
for certain bands were come to him from Zyxembnurg, which had been 
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levycd in his other Scigniories, Before Nancy the Duke of Zorraiz and he met £ 
bur no great Exploit was done, becauſe the Duke of Lorrains force was tmall. 
The ſaid Duke of Burgundy continuing ſtill his former enterprites, determined 
to lay Siege before Nancy: wherefore better it had been for him not to have 
delaid ſo long upon {clf-will the ſuccouring of the Town, But God giveth ſuch 
Extr aordinary minds to Princes, when he is purpoſedto alter their good ſuc- 
ceſs, If the Duke would have followed good advice, and manned well the ſmall 
places about the Town, he might ealily in ſhore ſpace have recovercd it : for it 
was unfurniſhed of Vituals, and he had men enow, yea, too many to have held 
it in great diſtreſs. In the mean time he might commodiouſly have refreſhed and 
repaired his Army, but he took the contrary courle. 


CHAP. VI. 


Of the Earl of Campobaches great Trea ſons, and how he kept the Duke of Burgun- 
dy from hearing 4 Gentleman that would have revealed them to him before he 
was put to death, andhow the ſaid Duke made no atcount of the advertiſement 


the King ſent him, 


Uring thetime the Duke of Burgundy held before Nancy this Siege, 
unfortunate to himſelf, to all his ſubje&s, and to many others, whom 
| the quarrel no way concerned : divers of his men began to practiſe his 
deſtruction. For (as you have heard) many enemics were now riſen a- 
ainſt him on all ſides, and among others Nzcholas Earl of Campobache in the 
ealm of Naples, whence he was baniſhed for the Houſe of 4»joxs fattion, This 
Earl after the death of Nicholas D.of Calabria whom he ſerved, having as I ſaid 
before neither Lands nor Living, was received with divers others of the faid D. of 
Calabrias ſervants, into the D. of Burgunazes Houſe, who at his firſt coming deli- 
vered him 40000, ducats in preſt to go into taly, to levy therewith four hundred 
Lances that were under the {aid Earls charge, and paid by himſelf, From the 
which day forward;even till chis preſent he ever ſought his Maſters deſtruction , 
and now {eeing him in this adverſity, began to practiſe afreſh againſt him, borh 
with the Duke of Zorrazz, and allo with certain of the Kings Captains, and 
ſervants that lay in Champaigne, near the Dukes Camp. To the Duke of 
Lorraiz he promiſed ſo to order the matter, that this Siege ſhould take no effec, 
For he would find means that ſuch things as were neceſſary both for the Siege 
and battery ſhould be lacking : which promiſe he was well ablero perform, 
for the principal charge thereot was committed ro him z neither had any man 
ſo great Authority in the Army under the D. of Burguzdy as he. Bur his pra- 
ices with the Kings Captains touched the quick nearer: for he continually 
promiſed them cither to kill his Maſter, or take him Priſoner, demanding for 
recompence thereof the charge of theſe four hundred Lances, twenty thou- 
ſand Crowns tobe delivered him in ready mony, and ſome good Earldom in 
France. 

While this Earl was practiſing theſe Treaſons, certain of the D. of Zorraznes 
Gentlemen attempted to enter the Town of Nancy. Some of the which entred 
and ſome were taken, among whom was one Cifroz a Gentleman born in Pro- 

 ©ence, Who was the only man that . entertained theſe praiſes between the Earl 
of Campobache, andthe. ſaid Duke of Zorrain, The D.'of Burgundy preſently 

- commanded the ſaid Cif7oz robe hanged, alledging that by the Law of _ 
after 
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aftcr a Prince hath laid his ſiege before a place and made his battery, if any man 
attempt to enter to comfort thoſe that are belteged he ought todye, Yet is this 
law not practiſed in our wars which are much crueller than the wars of /ta/yor 
Svain WNere It is put in uſe, But law or nolaw, the Duke would in any wiſe that 
this gentleman ſhould die, who iccing no remedy, ſent word to the Duke that if ic 
would pleaſe him to give him audience he wauld. reyeal a fecret-ro him thac 
couched his life ; whereof certain Gcn:lemen to whom he uttered this ſpeech 
went to advertiſethe Duke : with whom at their arrival they found the Earl of 
Campobache come thither. cicher by chance or of purpoſe to be alwayesat hand, 
fearing leſt Cifroz whom he knew to be taken ſhould reveal all his conſpiracies : 
for he was privy to themallz and that was indeed the ſecret he would have revea- 
lcd, The Duke made anſwer to theſe Gentlemen that brought him this meſlage, 
that he uſed this delay only to ſave his life, commanding him. to open the 
matter to them: upon which word the Earl of Campobache laid hold , perſwa- 
ding the Duke that ir ſhould be beſt, For you ſhall underſtand that none of the 
Dukes Council, neither any other perſons were preſent with himat the debating 
of chis matcer, but this Earl only who had charge of the whole Army, and a Se- 
cretary that was writing, 'The priſoner anſwered that he would utter it rono 
man bur to the Duke only : whereupon the Duke commanded him again tobe 
led to execution, and ſo he was, But upon the way thitherward, he defired divers 
Gentlemen to intreat the Duke their Maſter for him ; affirming this co be ſuch a 
ſecret as the D.would not fot a Duchy bur know, Many that were acquainted wich 
him piryed him, and went to deſire the Duke to vouchſafe him the hearing. Bur 


_ this trayterous Earl, who kept che Dakes chamber ( being of timber) ſo ſraitly. 


that no man might enter in , refuſed the door to thefe Gentlemen, ſaying that the 
Duke had commanded him to be hanged with ſpeed; and further ſent divers meſ- 
ſengers to the Provoſt to haſten the execution, "Thus was this Cifron hanged to 
the Duke of Burgundies great prejudice, and better had it been for himto have 


- uſed leſs cruelty, and gently to have heard this Gentleman z which if he had done, 
peradventure he had been yet living, his houſe flouriſhing ;, his dominions in ſafe- 


ty, yea, and much inlarged, confidering the broyls that have hapned ſince in this 
Realm. 


Bur it isto be thought that God had otherwiſe diſpoſed hereof, becauſe of the 


diſhonourable part the Duke had plaid the Earl of Saim: Paul. Conſtable of 
France not long before. For you have already heard inthis hiſtoty how nor- 
withſtanding his ſafe condu&, he took him priſoner, delivered him to the Kin 

to put him to death, and ſent aiſo the letters and writings he had of the ſaid 
Conſtables (ſerving for his proceſs. And although the Duke had juſt cauſero 
hate him even to the death, and to procure his death for divers coofiderations 
too long to rehearſe, ( ſo that he might have done it without ſtaining his ho- 
nour : ) = all the reaſons that may be alledged on his behalf, cannot excuſe his 
faulc in that, contrary to his promiſe and honour, having given him a ſufficient 
fafe conduct , he took him anJ ſold him for .covetouſneſs, partly to recover the 
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Town of Saint nix with other the ſaid Conſtables places, Jands and goods, | 


and parcly ro ſtay the King from hindering his enterpriſe at Nancy, when he firſt 
beſieged it, For lying at that ſiege, after many delaycs he deliveredthe Coaſta- 
ble, fearing leſt the Kings Army being in Champaign would have hindred his 
ſaid enterpriſe if he had done otherwiſe. For the King threatned him by his am- 
bafladours, becauſe it was agreed between them, that whether of chem could firſt 
lay hands upon him, ſhould deliver him to the other within eight dayes, _ 

im 


—_— * — 
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him to death, But the D. had paſſed the term of the Conſtabies dclivery ma - 
ny dayes as you have heard, ſo that only the fear of loſing Naxcy, and the greedy 
deſire of having it, cauſed the D. to deliver him to the King. Bur even as in this 
place of NVazcy he commited this foul faulr, and afterward alſo inthe ſame place 
at the ſecond liege put Cifrozto death, refuling ro hear him ipeak, as one having 
his ears ſtopped and wits troubled : even ſo in the ſelf ſame place was himfelt 
deceived, and betrayed by him whom he moſt truſted, and peradvencure juſtly pu- 
niſhed for his falſe dealing with the Conſtable , in delivering him for coverouſneſs 
to have the ſaid Town. Burt the judgement hercof appertaineth to God alone , 
neither ſpeakT it to any other end bur to declare this marter at large, and to ſhew 
how much a good Prince ought to eſchew ſuch falſe and faithleſs dealing , what 
counſel ſoever be given him thereunto. For oftentimes thoſe thar give a Prince 
ſuch advice, do itcither ro flatter him, or becauſe they dare nor gainiay him: yer 
when the fact is committed, they are ſorry for it, knowing the punithment both of 
God and man that is like croenſue, Bur ſuch counſellors are better far from a 
Prince than near about him. 

You have heard how God appointed the Earl of Campobache his deputy in 
this world, to take revenge of che Conſtables death committed þy the Duke of 
Burgundy, in the ſelf lame place, and after the ſame manner, or rather a crucller, 
For evenas the Duke contrary to his ſafe conduct and the truſt the Conſtable had 
repoſed in him, delivered him to death : even ſo was himſelf betrayed by the tru- 
ſtieſt man in his Army, ( I mean by him whom he moſt truſted ) and whom he had 
received into his ſervice being old, poor, and deiticure of hving, and whom he 
yearly entertained with an hundred thouſand ducats, wherewich this Earl himſelf 
payed his men of Arms, beſides divers other great benefits that he had recei- 
vedatthe D. hands. And when he firſt began to conſpire his death he was going 
into /faly with 40000. ducats, which (as you have heard } he had received in preſt 
of the D. to levy therewith. his men of Arms, Moreover , the better to execute 
his trayterous enterpriſe, he practiſed in two places, firſt with a Phyſician dwelling 
in Zzozzs called Maſter S/zzoz of Pavia, and afterward with the Kings Ambaſſador 
in Savoy, as before I have rehearſed. Again at his return our of Italy, his men 
of Arms lying in certain ſmall Towns in the county of Marie which is in Lax- 
now, he _ a new to practiſe againſt his Maſter, offering cither to deliver into 
the Kings hand, all the places he-held: or when the King ſhould be in bartel 
againſt his Maſter, a privy token to be between them ; upon the ſight whereof he 
would turn with all his company to the King againſt the D, his Maſter. But 
this laſt overture pleaſed not the King, He offered yet furcher,ſo ſoon as his Ma- 
ſer ſhould be abroad with his Army,eitherto take him priſoner or to kill him,as he 
went to view the ſeat of his Camp, which laſt enterpriſe undoubtedly he would 
have executed. For the Dukes manner was when he alighted from his horſe at 
the place where he encamped, to diſarm himlſelt all ſaving his quirace, and to 
mount upon a little nagg, accompanied only with eight or ten Archers on foot, 
or ſometime two or three Gentlemen of his chamber ; in the which eſtate he uſed 
to ride about his Camp, to ſeeif ir werewell incloſed : ſo that the Earl mighr 
with ten horſes eafily haveexecuted his enterpriſe. But the King deteſting the 
continual treaſons againſt his Maſter, eſpecially this laſt being attempted in time 
of truce; and further not knowing throughly to what purpoſe he made theſe of- 
fers: determined of anoble courage to ditcover them to the Duke of Burguray ; 
and accordingly advertiſed him ar large of them all by the Lord of Coxtay ( fo 
often bcfore named ) my ſelf being preſent when he declared them to the ſaid 

Contay 


"> 
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Contay,whoT am ſure like a faithful ſervant revealed them to his Maſter. Butthe 
Duke taking all in evil part, ſaid that if it were fo, the K. would never have adver- 
tized him thereof, This was long before he laid his ſiege before Nazcy ; yet 
chink I that he never ſpake word thercof tothe ſaid Ear): for he loved him ever 


after rather better than wore, 


CHAP. VII 


How the Duke of Lorrain being accompanied with good force of Almains, came to the 
Town of St. Nicholas during the ee of Nancy, and how the King of Portugal 
who was in France, came to fee the Duke of Burgundy during the ſaid ſrege. 


before Nancy, which he began inthe midſt of winter with ſmall force, 
evil armed, evil paid, and the moſt part ſick. The mightieſt in his 
Camp practiſed o__ him as you have heard, and generally they 
murmured all, ad deſpiſed all his doings, as in adverſity commonly it happeneth : 
bur none attempted ought againſt his perſon or eſtate, ſave this Earl of can 
| bache only : for in his ſubjects no diſloyalty-was found : While he lay there inchis 
poor eſtate, the Duke of Zorraiz treated with the confederate Towns before na- 
med, to levy men in their Territories to fight with the Duke of Burgundy lying be- 
fore Nancy, whercunto all the Towns eaſily agreed, but the Duke of Zorraiz lack- 
ed money ; wherefore the King ſent Ambaiſadoursto the.s wiſſers in his favour,and 
lent him alſo 40000. franks. towards the payment of his A/mza/vs, Further, the 
Lord of Craz who was then, the Kings Lieutenant in Campaign , lay in Barrors 
with ſeven .or. cight hundred Lances and certain Frank Archers led by very ex- 
pert Captains. The Duke of Zorraiz by means of the Kings favour and money , 
drew into his ſervice great force of Al/mzains as well horſemen as foot men, be- 
ſides the which the Towns alſo furniſhed a great number at their own charge, 
Moreover, with the ſaid Duke were many Gentlemen of this Realm, and the K. 
Army as I ſaid before lay in Barrozs, which made no war, but waited to ſeeto 
whether part the victory would incline. The Duke of Zorra/z being accompani- 
ed with theſe 4/mains above mentioned, came and lodged at Saint Nicholas two 
leagues from Naxcy. Be 1 4 
The King of Portugal had been in this Realm at that preſent the ſpace of 
nine months : for the King our Maſter was entred into league with him againſt 
the King of _ that now is. Whercupon the ſaid King of Portugal came 
into France, hoping that the King would lend him a great Army to invade Cz- 
{file by the frontires of Biſcay or Navarre, For the ſaid King of Portugal held 
certain places. in Caſtile bordering upon Portugal, and certain alſo upon the 
confines of France ; namely, the Caſtle of Bowrges, and divers others: ſo that 
ifthe King had aided him as once he was purpoled, iris like his enterpriſe had ca- 
ken effe& :* but the King altered his mind, and foded him forth with fair 
words the ſpace of a year or more. During the which time his affairs in Caſtile 
daily impaired : for at his coming into Frazce all the Nobles in manner of the 
Realm of Caſtile took part with him, but becauſe of his long abſence, by little 
and lictle they altered their minds and made peace with King Ferranae, and 
Queen 7ſabe! now raigning, The King our Maſter excuſed his not aiding him 
| | | according 


[ Er us now return to our principal matter, I mean the ſiege the Duke held 
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according to his promiſe by the wars in Zorrain, alledging thathe feared that 
the Duke of Bur2uzdly ( it he recoyered his loſſes ) wonld forthwith invade him; 


o He meancth This poor King of Portugal being a good and juſt Prince ( 2 ) reſolved 'to goto 


o Cup «;. the Duke of Burgundyhis couſin German ( b ) to treat of peace between the King 
þ aw the and him, to the end chat then the King might aid him: for he was aſhamed to 
King of Po'= return into Caſtile or Portugal in this eſtate, having done no good here in 
re png France ; and the rather becauie he had taken his journey upon him very raſhly, 
gady were and contrary tothe advice of moſt of his Council, Wherefore he put himſelf up- 
coun Fe pe- ON the WAy inthe midſt of winter to go to the Duke of Byrguzgy his coulin lying 
degree inthe before Nancy: where at his arrival he began to creat with him according to the 
end of th? Kings inſtructions. Bur perceiving it an'impoſſibiſity to agree them becauſe their 
work will demands were contrary in all points; after he had remained” thererwo dayes he 
rook his leave ofthe Duke of Burgundy his couſin and returned to Parry from 
whence he came. The Duke delirca him to ſtay a while, and ro go to Popt-47-mſ- 
fox four leagues from Narcy to defend that paſſage: for the Duke wasalready 
advertiſed that the Almains Army lay at Saint Nicholas. But the King of Porgu- 
gal excuicd himſelf, ſaying, Thar he'was neither armed nor accompanied for ſuch 
an enterpriſe z and ſo returned to Par, where he remained a long rime, till inthe 
end he ecntredinto jealouſte, that the King meant to take him priſoner and deliver 
him to his enemy the King of Cafti/e, *'"'Whereupon he and two of his ſervants dif- 
guiſed themſelves, purpoling to go to. Rome there to enter into Religion,” Burashe 
journeyed in this diſguiſed attire he was taken by a Norman called Robipet le Benf, 
Of chis his departure the King our Maſter was both ſorry and aſhamed : and there- 
the which Fleet George Leger was appointed Admiral, | 
- The occaſion of his war upon $5 King of Caſtile was for his fiſters danghter. 
For you ſhall underſtand thar his ſiſter had been wife ro Don Hezry King of Ca- 
File. chat laſt died ; and had iflue a goodly daughter which yer lived in Portugal 
c The Pede. Unmarried. This daughter Queen Ifelel ſiſter tothe ſaid King Hexry(c) held from 
gre '0i® the Crown of Coſtile, 1aying that ſhe was illegitimate z of the which opinion were 
work will -alſo many others, alledging that King Hexry was impotent to generation, for a 
mak: this certain impediment that I overpaſs. But whether it were ſo or no ; notwithſtan- 
ing d.ng that the ſaid daughter were born under the vail of Marriage : yet remained 
e£1e Crown of Caſtile to Queen 7ſabe/ and her husband the King of Arragon and 
d Before he * Syczlze ( d ) now raigning. | | 
ngof $i-:y, The King of Port#2al above mentioned, laboured to make a marriage between 
but King Xre the ſaid daughter hisneece an] King Charles the cight now raigning, which was 
_ #4 = the cauſe of this his voyage into Frazce, that turned (o greatly to his damage and 
pofteſſion. grief, For ſoon after his return into Portugal he died. Wherefore ( as Laidin 
the begining of this hiſtory ) a Prince ought co beware what Ambaſſadours he ſen- 
deth into aftrange Country. For if they had been wiſe that came from the King 
of Portugal into Fraxce to conclude the league aboye mentioned, (whereat my 
ſelf was preſent, as one in commiſſion for the King ) they would have informed 
themſelves better of our affairs in theſe parts before they had counſelled their Ma- 


ſter ro enterinto this voyage, which turned ſo much to his loſs and damage. 


CHAP. 


upon armed divers ſhips upon the coaſt of Vormandy to convey hit into Portupal,of” 


H 
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CHAP. VIIL 


How the Duke of Burgundy refuſing the good connſel of divers of his men, was aiſ- 
comfited and ſlain in the battel fought between him and the Duke of Lorrain, near 


0 Nancy. | 


beento ſhew thata Prince ought to beware how he puts himſelf into ano- 
ther Princes hands, or go inperſonto demand aid. But now toreturn to 
the principal matrer, Within aday after the King of Portugals departure 
from the Duke of Burgundy, the Duke of Lor7ain and the Almains that ſerved 
him, diſlodged from Saint Nzcholzs, and marched to fight with the ſaid Duke 
and the ſelf ſame day the Earl of Campobache to accompliſh his enterpriſe de- 
parted from the Dukes Camp (4), and revolted ro his enemies with eightſcore men , 11s depured 
of Arms, forrowing only that he could do his Maſter no more harm. They with- upon weane- 


J= have paſſed over this diſcourſe of the King of Zortugal, had irndt 


hk _ . . . | \ day with 180. 
in Naxcy hadintelligence of this Earls practices, which encouraged them toen- Meer faith al 


dure the ſiege. r, one that leaped down thedirches entred the Town and. moitz00.men 

aſſed them of ſuccors, otherwiſe rhey were upon the point to have yielded it, of Arm. cha 

And to ſay the truth, had ic not been for the ſaid Earls Treaſons, they could 5,4 nfo 

never have heldit ſo long;but God was fully determined to bring the D. to his end. day depaned 
The Duke of Burguzay being advertiſed of the Duke of Zorrarns arrival, aſ- —__— 

ſembled his Counſel contrary to his accuſtomed manner, for he was never wont as Meer na- * 

to ask any mans advice, burin allmatters to follow his own ſenſe, Moſt of them, m5 tim, | 

counſelled him to retire to Pozt-4-muſſon, being but four leagues thence; and —_— 

to man the places well which he held about Nazcy, alledging that the. Almarns of Arms, 

would depart ſo ſoon as they had vidualled the Town, and the Duke of Zorrains Sn. 

money fail him ; ſo that he ſhould not be able in long cine to aſſemble the like on/«xda was 

force. They ſaid further, that his enemies could no, victual the Town fo well; be batcl. 

but rliar before winter were half expired it ſhould be in as great diſtreſs as ar —_ _—_— 

that preſent, and in the mean time he might =_ men : for I have been infor- 803144. 

med by thoſe that perfe&ly underſtood it , that he had nor. in all his Army above 

four thouſand ſouldiers, of the which hardly twelve hundred were .able to fight. 

Money he lacked not, for inthe Caſtle of Zuxembourg being nor far from thence, 

were at the leaſt 450000, crowns, and men enough he might have recovered, But 

God would nor give him grace to follow this wiſe advice, nor perceive how many 

enemies lodged round abour him on every fide : ſo that he took the worſt courſe, 

and by the advice of certain hair-brained fools, determined to hazard the bartel 

with theſe few terrified and heartleſs men, notwithſtanding all the reaſons alledg. 

ed to him, both of the great force of 4/mains the Duke of Zorrain had, and 

alſo of the Kings Army that lay hard by his Camp. When the Earl of Campo: 

bache was come to the Duke of Lorrazn, the Almains commanded him ro de- 

part, ſaying, that they would have no Traytor among them. Wherefore hereti- 6 The Caſtle 

red to Conde a Caſtle and paſſage near at hand (5), which he fortified with carts, 9f2m7 was 

and other proviſions the beſt he could, truſting that when the Duke of Burgandy and _ — "4 

his men fled, ſorhe of them would fall into his hands, as indeeda great many did, Þridgeof the 

Bur this practice with the Duke of Zorr41z,was not his greateſt Treaſon; fora little 395," 2 

before his departure he conſpired with divers in the Dukes Army, reſolving with 

them (becaule he ſaw no hope of killing or taking his Maſter priſoner ) to revolc 

to the enemies at the very inſtant that the two barrels ſhould joyn; bur ſooner 

; nor 
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not'to depart, to the end their ſudd in revolt might che more aſtoniſh and terrify 
the Dukes whole Army. Farther, he promiſed afſurecly, if the Duke fled that he 
ſhould never eſcape alive 3 for he would leave thirteen or fourtecn truſty fel- 
lows behind him, ſome ro begin to flie at the very inſtant that. the A4lmains 
ſhould march : and other ſome to have an eyc on the Duke to kill him if he fled, 
which enterpriſe be made full account to execute, and two or three I knew after- 
wards my {elf of thoſe that were left h-hin4 for that purpoſe, After he had 
conſpired theſe abominable Treaſons, he returned again to the Dukes Camp, 
and then revolted from him ( as you have heard) when he law the A/mains 
march, of whom being refuſed, he retired as I ſaid before tothe Caſte of Code, 
The ſaid Almains marched forward, being accompanied with great force of French 
horſemen that had leave given them to be ar the battel, Divers alio there were 
that lay in ambuthes near to the place, to the end if che Duke were diſcomhred 
they might ger tome good priſoner or booty. Thus you feethe miſerable eſtate 
this poor Duke of Burgundy was fallen into, by refuſing good advice. When the 
two Armies joyned, , Dukes having been alreaJly twice difcomfited, and being 
bur ſmall and in very evil order, was incontinent brokenand put to flight , a great 

4 The Duke number eſcaped;the reſt were either ſlain(4)or taken,and namely the Dyke himſelf 
loſt in the bat- dyed upon the place. Ofthe manner of his death ( þ ), I will nor {peak becauſe I 
© 0.men, Wasnot there preſent : but I have communed with ſome that were there, who told 
Amal.Burgind, me that they ſaw him ſtricken to the ground, and could not fuccour him becauſe 
= ware they were priſoners. Notwithſtanding to their judgement he was not then lain, 
one with but after theſe came a great troop which ſlew him inthe midſt of them, ſtripped 
_— the him, and left him among the dead bodies, not knowing who he was (c). This 
head, which battel (4) was fought the fitch of Fanuary (ec), 1476. upon Twelfth even, 


clave his head # f 

down to the teeth, another with a pike through the haunches, and the third a puſh alſo with a p:k« by the fandament. Az- 
31al, Burg, He was born the 11. of November, 1433. and was 34. years old when he began to govern * he lived 43. years, one 
month, and 26. dayes: and governed nine years, fix months, and twenty dayes.. Meyer, Z | The name of him thar ſtew 
Duke Charles was Claude of Bauſmozt, Captain of the Caſtle of Saine Dier in Lorrazt, The Duke was mound upon a black 
courſer, and ſeeing his battels overthrown, took a lutle river uppobeg to have ſaved himſelt, but in the river h:s horſe fell 
and overthrew him : and then this Gentleman not knowing trim, and by reaſon he was deaf not bearing the Duke, who cryed 
to him for the ſafety of his life, ran upon bim, ſlew him, firipped him and left bim lying ſtark naked in the ditch. Where 
the next day after the battel his body was found ſo faft frozen in the Icc, that when 1t was drawn forth a piece of his cheek car- 
ried thee behind. The Duke of Loryain to his great honour ſol:mn!y buryed him, himſelf and all his Nobles accompanying 
the corps in mournivg attire. The place where the Duke was flain, was. bard by St. Fobxs Church without Natcy, where the 
Duke of Lor/ain erreed a Croſs for a memorial thereof. The Gentleman that flew him died ſoon after of Melancholy, when 
he underſtood that he had flain ſo worthy and couragions a Prince. Champier. Amal. Burgund., a The barrel ar Navcy 
Myer namerh the batte] of Iarvilla. e Being ſunday, and as others write An. 1477. but the variance both in this place 
and divers others berween Commines and them is, becauſe they end the year at New years tide after the Italian and Dutch Come 
putation, and he not before Eaſter, according to the French and Firmiſh accompt, as by the courſe of his biſtory is moſt plain. 
1477.boginning the year at New years tide. Sa ) 


Philip d& Commiines. _: 


CHATIE - 
A Diſcourſe pos certain vertues of the Duke of Burgundy, azd of the time hit 
houſe flouriſhed in proſperity: | 


Saw at 447lan ſince his death a ſignet that T have often ſeen him wear at his 

breaſt, which was a Ring ſer with a Caz#e, having very curiouſly cut into it _ . 
an iron to ſtrike fire (a), wherein his arms were graven, This Ring was ſold ar RR o 
Milan for two Ducats, and he that ſtole it from hini was a falſe knave, that xl read the 


had been a Groom of his Chamber. Many a time have Ifcen him made ready and Flor, jog | 


uiready with great reveretice and ſolemnity , andthat by great perſonages. But ;,. cz, 


now when death came;all theſe honors flered away, and both he and his houſe were [es in bl 
ices He- © 


deſtroyed as you have heard, inthe ſelf ſame place where a little before he had con- |; wmarchyne 


ſented for covetouſneſs to deliver the Conſtable to death. I have known him in 46. and 4zza!. 
times paſt a mighty and honorable Prince, as much yea more eſteemed and ſought RS 


to of his neighbours,than any Prince in Chriſtendom. Further,in mine opinion the (ah, har he 


greateſt cauſe of Gods indignation againſt him, was, for that he attributed all his gave the ſtr . 
good ſucceſs,and all the great victories he obtained in this world to his own wiſdom —_ mp A : 


and yertue,and not to God,as he ought to have done. And undoubtedly he was en- made in the 
orm of B, 


dued with many goodly vertues : for never was Prince more deſirous to entertain m9 


Noble men;and keep them in good order than he;His liberality ſeemed nor great(6) tt letter of 
becauſe he made all men partakers thereof, Never Prince gave audience more wil- _ : 
lingly to his ſervants and ſubjects than he (c). While I ſerved him he was nor cruel, ,. we = 
bur grew marvellous cruel towards his end,which was a fign of ſhorr life. In his Ap- iron fcking 
parel and all other kind of furniture he was wondrous pompous, yeaſomewhat too 55%" - 8 
exceſſive. He received very honourably all Ambaſſadors and ſtrangers, feaſting fnire ſparkles 
them ſumptuouſly, and entertaining them with great ſolemnity. Covetous he tying — þ 
was of glory, which was the chief cauſe that made him move ſo many Wars ? 6. har wo 
for he deſired to imitate thoſe ancient Princes, whoſe fame continneth cill this crucl wars be- 
preſent. Laſtly, hardy he was and valiant, as any man thar livedin his time : but —powendag 
all his great enterpriſes and attempts ended with himſelf, and turned to his own and the Realm 
loſs and diſhonour , for the honour goeth ever with the Victory, Yer toſay the #* -——Bagp 
rruch, T wor not well whether God poured out greater indignation upon him of gjghbours on 
upon his ſubjects: for he died in barrel without any long grief ; but they fichence tons 
his death never lived in peace, bur in continual War, againſt the which they ——_— 
have not been able to make reſiſtance, becaule of their own civil troubles and di- cauce he be- 
viſions, | Yea, andanocher thing that moſt grieverhthemis, that they that now _ _ 
defend them are ſtrangers, who not long ſince were their enemies, namely the couia os do- 
Almains. To conclude; ſince the Dikes death never man bare them good will, flow much 
no not they that defend them, Further, if a man conſider well their ations, it © ox 
{cemeth that their wits were as much troubled, as their Princes before his death : liberal 'cy was 
for they deſpiſedall good counſel, and ſought all means ro hurt themſelves, In ** !«ls appa- 
the which vale of miſery they are ſtill like to continue ; or if happily they wade ; fe meanerh 


out of it for a ſeaſon, likethey are to fall ihtoir again, in hearing 
their ſuits, for 


Wherefore Fam of a certaih wiſe mans opinion of my acquaintance, that God ,,".,,c: 


giveth to Subjects, Princes, according as he will puniſh or chaſtiſe them; and like- marerz of 


wiſe rowards the Prince diſpoſeth the ſubjects hearts, according as he will ad- qxwicbhckat 
vance or abaſe him : andeven fo dealt he with the ſubjects of this houſe of Bu#- givers places 


| . \ o y that he would 
gunay, Forafterthree great, good and ſage Princes, who governed; them'che that —_ 


ſpace of 120, years or more with great _—_— and vertue, hegave them in _ maadvice. 
| en 
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end this D. Charles, who held them in continual Wars, travel and charges, almoſt 
as much in Winter as Summer ? to ghaca great number of rich wea]thy men were 
cither {laig in theſe Wars, or ſtarved in prigon. Their, milcries began before Naz, 
and continued with the loſs of three or four bartels, tillthe hourof the D. death ; 
who in this laſt battel waſted and conſumed the whole force of his Country, and 
loſt all his ſeryants that could or would haye defended the eſtate and: honour-of his 
houſe, Ic {cemerh therefore (as before I faid) that t':is adverſity hath countervailed 
all the time.of thcir felicity., . For as I (ay, that I have (cen him a great, mighty and 


G = honourable Prince :. ſo I may ſay allo .of his ſubjects : for I have cravelled the belt 


_ . part of Europe in minc opinion, yet ſaw 1 never Country in my life of the like 
rearneſs,no nor far greater,abound with ſuch wealth, riches,{ſumptuous buildings, 
= expences, feaſts; banquets, and.all kind of prodigalicy,.as theſe Cquitrics of 
- Burgunay did, during the time that I was refideng there, And if thote that knew 
- them notduring the time that I ſpeakof, think my..xeport too. large : I am ſure 
..* others that knew them then as well as my.ſelf, will chink ir too litgle., Bur God with 
- one blow hath laid lagon the ground this ſumpruops building, I mean this mighty 

| houſethat bred and maintained.ſamany worthy men.zthat was ſo greatly eſtecmed 
\ -» both far and near,and.gbcained greater victories,and lived in greater honour during 
' -.* the timeit flouriſhed than any orher : which great felicity and grace of God to- + 
. +... wardsthem continued the ſpace of a hundred and twenty years. During the which 
* time all their neighbours ſuffered great afflictions, namely, Fraxce, England, and 

. Spazn, 1o far forth that allthele at one time or other have come to crave help and 

- * ſuccourof this houſe of Zurg«pa, as you have ſeen by experience, of the King our 
 Maſter,who in his yourt, while his Father K. Charles the ſeventh raigned, livedin 
| 1x years, with good D. Philip,who lovingly received him. As 


Bur gundy the ſpace of 
© rouchivg the Princes of .Exg/azad,I have ſecn in the D. of Burgundies Court K.Ed- 
ward'stwo brethren,the D. of C/arexce and Glocefter, who afterward named him- 
ſelf K, Richard the third: and onthe contrary ſide of the houſe of Zaxcafter that 
© took part with King Hezry, T have ſeen in manner all the Noble men ſuing to this 
houſe of Burgundy for aid. To be ſhort,as I have known this houſe honoured of all 
men : ſo have alſo ſeen ir at one inſtant fall down ropſte-turvy, and become the 
; moſt deſqglate and miſerable houle in the-world, both in reſpect of the Prince, and 
alſoof the Subjects. Such-like works hath God brought to pals before we were 
born,and will al/o when we are dead, For this we ought certainly to believe, That 
the good or evil ſuccels of Princes dependeth wholly upon his divine ordinance, 


CHAP. X. 


How the King was advertiſed of the Duke of Burgundies laſt overthrow, and how 
be governed his affairs after the ſaid Dakes death. , 


Ut to procced in our Hiſtory, the King who had now laid Poſts in his 

Realm ( for before were never any) looked hourly for the certain 

news of this battel of - Nazcy, becauſe of the occurrents he had 

already reccived of the Almains arrival, and of all the other cir- 
cumſtances above rehearſed : and was forthwith advertiſed of the Dukes 
overthrow, Divers there were that waited diligently to bear him the firſt 
news thereof ; for alwaics he gave ſomewhat to him that firſt brought him 
tidings .of any good news, withall not forgetting the meſſengers. Further, 
. his delight was to talk of them before they came, and to promiſe reward 
| to 


Philip de Commines. 


to him tharjcould bring him ſome good news. Monfieur de Bouchage and my ſelf 
being together, reccived the firſt word of the Battel of Aorar, whereof borh of 
us joyatly advertiſed che King, who gave to each of us two hundred Marks of 
Silver, Monſieur de Laude, who lodged without Plefſzy,was the firſt man that knew 
of the Curriers arrival with the Letters of this Batcel of Naxcy, and commanded 
the {aid Currier to deliver him his Packer, who durſt not deny it him, becauſe of 
the Kings great favour towards him, - The next morning by break of day, the 
ſaid de Zude came rapping at the door next to the Kings Chamber, which forrh- 
with was opened to him, and delivered theſe Letters ſent from the Lord of Cre 
and divers ochers , notwithſtanding none of chem writ any certainty of the 
Dukes deach : bur ſome of them reported that he was ſeen fly, and was eſcaped. 
This news art the firſt ſo raviſhed the King with joy, thathe wiſt not what counte- 
nance to ſhew, notwithſtanding two doubts there were that troubled him,the one, 
leaſt the Almains,it the Duke were taken, for greedineſs of money (whereof the 
D. had plenty ) would not only ranfome him, but alſo conclude {ome treaty with 
him,and of his foes become his friends. The other,if the Duke were eſcaped thus, 
thrice diſcomfited, whether he ſhould ſeize into his hands his Seignioties of Bur- 
g4ndy or no, knowing them eaſie to be taken, becauſe in manner all the force of 
che Country was ſlain in theſe three Batrels, Touching the which point, his reſo- 
lurion(whereunto few I think but my (elf were privy)was,if the Duke were eſcaped 
alive, to command his Army that lay in Champazgxe and Barroz to enter in- 
Continent into Burg#xdy, during this great fear and aſtoniſhment of the peop'e, 
and having ſeized all the Country into his hands, he meant to advertiſe the Duke, 
that he did it only to fave it for him, and defend it from the 4/mains? for be- 
cauſe the ſaid Duchy was held of the Crown, he would for no good thar ir 
ſhould be a prey for them 7. bue whatſoever he'had taken, he would faithfully re- 
ſtore,as undoubtedly he would,though =_ happily wilt not- credit it. Andnov 
marvel, for they know not the reaſons that would have moved him thereunto : 
but he altercd this determination when he-underſtood of the D. death. Irmmediate- 
ly after the King, (being at Towrs) had received the Letters above mentioned, 
which reported nothing of the D. death , he ſent into the Town for all his Cap- 
tains and divers Noble men, ro whom he read theſe Letters, whereat they ſeemed 
in appearance greatly to rejoyce : but thoſethat looked narrowly into their behavi- 
our, perceived thac a great many of them forced their mirth, and wiſhed with 
all cheir hearts, notwithſtanding their outward ſhew, that the world had gone 
otherwiſe with the Duke. The reaſon whereof peradventure was, becanſe the King 
heretofore had lived in great fear, butnow they doubted, ſeeing him delivered of 
ſo many enemies, that he would alter many things eſpecially offices and penſions, 
 Forthere were a great number in the company, that had born arms againſt him, 
both in the War called THE-WEAL PUBLICK ( whereof you have 
heard in the beginning of this Hiſtory) and indivers other broils berween him and 
the D. of Gwiezze his brother. After he had communed a while with theſe Noble 
men and Captains,he went to Maſs, which being ended, he cauſed rhe Table to 
be covered in his Chamber; and made them all dine with him, the Lord Chan- 
cellour and certain others of his Council bcing all preſent, All dinner while 
he talked of thoſe affairs + but I and divers others marked with what appetite 
thoſe that ſate at the Table dined. And undoubtedly there was not one of them 
(I wot not whether for joy or ſorrow ) that cat half a meals meat, yet were 
they not aſhamed to eat in the Kings preſence, for every one of them had often 
before dinedat his Table, When the King was riſen fromdinner,he withdrew yy 
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ſelf and gave to divers, certain of the Duke of Burgurdies Lands, if he were 
dead, and ſoon after diſpatched the Admiral of Fraxce , called the Baſtard of 
Bourbon and my ſelf , giving us Commiſhon to receive into his allegeance, as 
many as would become his tubjects : and further, commanding us to depart in- 
continent, and to open all Courriers Packets that we ſhould meer with, ro the 
end we might be certainly informed whether the Duke were dead or alive. We 
departed in great haſt, though in the extreamelt cold weather that ever I felt: and 
when we had ridden about half a dais journey, we met with a Poſt, whom we 
commanded to deliver us his Letter, the contents whereof were, that the Duke 
was found among the dead bodies (a), and known by an 1talian Page that ſerved 
him, and by his Phyſician called Maſter Lowppe, a Porrugal born, who ſent word 
ro Monſieur de Crap of the Duke his Maſters death, who incontinent advertiſed 
the King thereof, | 


CHAP. X1. 


How the King after the Duke of Burgundies death, ſeized into his bands the 
Towns of Abbeville, 4nd of the anſwer they of Arras gave him. 


Hen we underſtood this news, we rid forthwith to the Suburbs of 
Abbeville, and were the firſt that brought word of the Dukes 
death into thoſeparts. Ar our arrival we found the 'Town(-men 
| in treaty with Monſieur de Torcy, whom they had loved of long 
time. But the Souldiers and thoſe that had been the Dukes officers, treated with us 
about the delivery of the Town by a meſſenger, whom we ſent thither before 
us, fo far forth that upon our promiſes, they cauſed four hundred Lances to 
depart the Town, which the Townſ-men ſeeing, immediately opened the Gate 
to Monſieur de Torcy, greatly to the hinderance of the Captains, and the other of- 
ticers of the Town, to ſeven or eight of the which we had promiſed both money 
and penſions ( for we had Commithon from the King fo to do ) whereof nothing 
was performed, becauſe the Town was not yielded by their means, This Town 
of Abbeville was parcel of thoſe Lands thac King Charles the ſeventh engaged co 
Duke Philip of Burguxay at the Treaty of Arras, under this condition, that for 
default of Heir-mal: they ſhould return to the Crown, Wherefore it is not to 
be marvelled, if ſolightly they opened to us their Gates, From Abbeville we rid 
to Dourlays , and ſent to ſummon Arras the chief Town of Artors, the anci- 
ent inheritance of the Earls of F/azders, which hath alwaies deſcended as 
well tothe Heirs Females as Males, Monſieur de Ravaſtain,and Monſieur de Cordes 
who were within the Town, condeſcended to come and treat with us at an Abbey 
near the Town called ont Saint Eloy, bringing with them certain of the 
Town, To the which Treaty we agrecd that Lſhould go and certain with me, 
for becauſe we ſuppoſed they would not yield to our requeſts, it was 
thought good that the Admiral ſhould not go. Immediately after - my arri- 
val at the place aſſigned, the Lords of Rawaſtain and Cordes being accom- 
panied with divers Gentlemen, and certain alſo of the Town repaired thirher, 
Among thoſe that came to negotiate with us for the Town, was their Recorder, 
called Maſter John de 1aVaquerie, ſince that time chief preſident in the Court 
Parliamentat Parxs, Werequired themat this meeting to open us the Gates, and 
to receive uSinto the Town for the King, iaying, that he claimed both Town 
. and Country as his by way of confiſcation, adding, thatif they refuled fo an, 
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they vere like to be forced thereunto, ſeeing both their Prince was ſlain and their 


+ Country utter] y unſi urniſhed of men of War, becauſe of rheſe three Bartels they 

” had loſt, "The Lords above named made us anſwer by the ſaid Maſter Fohy de la 

1 Vaquerie, that this County of Aro appertained of right tothe Lady of n—_ 

= dy, daughter and heir to Duke Charles, and delcended co her by inheritance from 

e | the Lady Margaret (ometime Countels of Flanders, Artois, Burgundy, Nevers, 

d | and Retel!, the which married with Philip the firſt, | Duke of Burgundy, Son to 

e © King Johnof Fraxce (a), and youngelt brother to King Charles the fifth : where- aThe pede- 
e | fore they humbly beſought che King t keep the Truce concluded between him and Jay = 

1 K thelate Duke Charles. Our communication was but ſhorts for we ſuppoſed be- {uk wi 

| fore our mecting, that this ſhould be our anſwer, Bur the chief cauſe of my go- ſhew, how all 
1 ing into choſe parts, was to commune with certain of mine acquaintance there, 7** titles d-- 


” _ andto drawthemto the Kings ſervice : with ſome of the which I ſpake, wholſoon this Lady 
after became his faithful ſervants accordingly, Theſe Countries were in marvel- 3/34. 
lous fear and aſtoniſhment, and not without cauſe ; for I think chat in eight daies 
they could not have levied eight men of arms. Further, in all thoſe quarters were 
not above 1500. Souldiers, Horſemen and Footmen, which lay towards Nammr 
and in Henanlt, and were of thoſe that eſcaped ont of the Battel where the Duke 
was {lain. Their wonted terms and manner of ſpeech were now clean altered, 
for they ſpake lowly and humbly : which I writenor to accuſe. them, as though in 
cimes paſt their words had been more arrogant than became them , bur the truth 
is when I was there they thought ſo well of » themſelves, that they uſed not ſuch 
revercnd language, neither to the King, nor- of the King, as they have done fi- 
thence, Wherefore if men were wiſe, they would uſe {uch fair ſpeech in time of 
proſperity, that in adverſity they ſhould nor need ro change their terms, I return- 
ed to the Admiral, to make report of my negotiation: immediately whereupon 
we were advertiſcd that the King was at hand , for he ſet forth ſoon after us, and 
commanded Lecters to be written both.in his own name, and divers of his ſer- 
vants names, to cauſe certain to repair to. him ; by whoſe means hetruſted to bring 


theſe Seigniories under his obedience, 
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A Diſcour ſe pot appertainin? to the Principal matter, of the great joy the King was 
in to ſee himſelf delivered of ſo many enemies, andof the error he committed 
rouching the reducing of theſe Countries of Burgundy to his obedience. | 


H E King rejoyced not a little to ſee himſelf thus delivered of all thoſe : 

whom he hated and were his principal ehemies : of ſome of the 
which he had taken the revenge himſelf ; namely the Conſtable 
of France, the Duke of Nemours, and divers others, his Bro- 
ther the Duke of G#yenme was dead whoſe inheritance was fallen to him. 

In like manner all they of the houſe of Azjou were dead, namely. King Rzze .- © 
of Sicilie , the Dukes of Calabria, Fohn and Nicholas , and their Couſin the 
Earl of ain, and aſterward of Provence : the Earl of Armignac was 
{lain at Zeftore, and all their Lands and Goods fallen to the King. ' Bue 
becauſe this houſe of Burguzdy was greater and mightier than the reſt, and 
had made ſharp War with the Ezgliſh mens aid upon his Father King 
Charles the ſeventh, thirty two yers withour Truce, and had their Dominions 
bordering upon his, and their Subjects alwaies de{iroustomake War upon him. 
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a. his Realm: therefore he rejoyced more ar their Princes ceath, than at the 
death of all the reſt, Further, he now fully perſwaded himſelf, that during his 
life, no man neither within his Realm, not in che Countries bordering upon ir, 
would once lift up his finger againſt him. For he was in peace (as you have heard) 
with the Engliſh men,which he travelled to the uttermoſt of his power to continue. 
Bur alchough he were thus void of all fear: - yet did nor God permit him to take 
the wiſeſt courle for the atchievement of this his enterpriſe being of ſo great im- 
portance. And {ure it appeareth both by that God ſhewed then and hath ſhewed 
{ince, that he meant ſharply to puniſh this houſe of Burgundy, as well in the per- 
ſon of the Prince, as of the Subjed&ts, and of thoſe that lived amongſt them, 
For if the King our Maſter had taken the beſt courſe, the Wars that have con- 
ſumed them fince had never happened. For if he had done as heought to have 
done , he ſhould have ſought to joyn to the Crown all thoſe great Szigniories 
whereunto he could pretend no Title, cither by Marriage or by courteous dealing 
with the Subjects: which thing he might.then eaſily have accompliſhed, ſeeing 
the great fear, miſery, and diſtreſs theſe Countries were in at that time. And 
if he had thus done, he ſhould both have rid them of many troubles, and inlarged 
and enriched his own Realm through long peace, which by this means had been 
caſily obtained, He might alto hereby have eaſed his Realm divers waies, eſpeci- 
ally of the charge of men of arms, who continually ride up and down from one 
corner of the Realm to another, oftentimes upon ſmall occaſion. While the 
Duke of Burgnnay yet lived, he eftſoons debated ' with me what wee beſt to be 
done if the ſaid Duke happened to die, And then he difſcourſed marvellous wiſe- 
ly thereof, ſaying, that he would travel to make a Marriage betwcen the King his 
Son now raigning,, and the Dukes daughter, afterward Ducheſs of Auſtrich, 
which if ſhe refuſed becaufe of the Daulphin his Sons young age; then he would 
attempt to win her to Marry ſome young Lord. of this Realm, to obtain thereby 
her friendſhip and her Subjects, and recover without blows that he claimed co be 
his: in the which mind he continued ill. eight daics before he underſtood of the D. 
death. Burt this wiſe deliberation he began ſomewhat to alter the ſelf ſame day he 
received new's thereof, and the very inſtant that he diſpatched the Admiral and 
me, Notwithſtanding he diſcovered not his purpoſe therein, but made promiſe 
rodivers of Lands and Lordfhips that had been in the Dukes poſſeſſion. 


CH AP. XIII, 


How Han, Bohain, Sz, Quintin and Peronne were yielded to the King, andhow 
be ſeut Maſter Oliver his Barber to prattiſe with them of Gaunt, 


'Þ HE King being on the way coming after us, received good news from 


all parts: For the Caſtles of Haz and Bohaiz were yielded untohim, 
and the Citizens of Sc, Q#iz7izs of their own accord received Mon- 
| fieur 4 Mony their neighbour into the Town for him. Further, 
| keafſured himſelf of Perowne, which william of Biſche held , and was put in 
hope both'by us and others, that Monſieur de Cordes would revolt ro him. Fur- 
ther he had (ent his Barber called Maſter O/;ver co Gaunt, ina Village hear to the 
which he was born, and had diſpatched divers others into other places, being in 
great hope. of them all , bur the moſt part of them ſerved him rather with words 
than. deeds, - When he drew near to Peropne IT wentto meet him, and found 
him in a Village > whither Maſter i/ljam of Biſche and certain others came 
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and preſented himtheKeysof the Town, whereof he was right glad. The King 
abode there that day, and I dined'with him after mine accuſtomed manner : for 
his pleaſure was that ſeven or eight at the leaſt, and ſomerimies more ſhould ordi- 
narily fic at his own Table. But after dinner he withdrew himſelf, and ſeemed 
ro be diſcontented with the ſmall exploit the Admiral and I had done: ſaying, 
That he had ſent Maſter 0/iver his Barber to Gat to bring that Town to his 
obedience, and Robinet Doadenfort to St. Omers, who was well friended there : 
and theſe he commended as fir men to receive the Keys of a Town, and put his 
Forces into it, Divers others alſo he named, whom he had ſent to other great 
Towns : and this matter he made Monſieur de Lude, and two or three others to 
debate with me. Ir becamenot me to reaſon againſt him, nor gainſay his plea- 
ſure, but I told him that I feared Maſter Oliver and the others whom he named, 
would nor ſo eaſily take theſe great Towns, as they ſuppoſed. 'Fhe King uſed 
this communication with me, becauſe he had altered his mind, and hoped by 
reaſon of his good ſucceſs in the beginning, that all the Country would yield 
unto him. Moreover, he was counſelled by divers ( and was alfo of himſelf in- 
clined thereunto) utterly to deſtroy this houſe of Burgundy, and to diſperſe the 


Seigniorics thereof among divers men; ſome of the which henamed,upon whom 


he was purpoſed to beſtow the Earldomes, namely, Henault and Namny that 
border upon France : with the greater Seigniories, as Brabaxt, Holland, and the 
reſt, He meant to win certain Princes of A/main to his friendſhip, to the end 
they might aid him in the atchieving of his enterpriſe, All the which matters ir 
pleaſed him to acquaint me with, becauſe I had counſelled him before torake the 
other courſe above rehearſed :: wherefore he would that I ſhould underſtand the 
realons,why he followed not mine advice, Further he alledged, that this courſe 
ſhould be moſt beneficial for his Realm, the which had ſuſtained infinite trou- 
bles, becauſeof the greatneſs of this houſe of Burgundy, and the mighty Seignio- 
ries that it poſſeſſed. And ſure as touching the world, his reaſons carried great 
ſhew (though in conſcience me thought otherwiſe: ) notwithſtanding ſuch was 
his wiſdom, that neither Inorany of his Servants could ſee fo far into his affairs 
as himſelf did ; for undoubtedly he was one of the wiſeſt and ſubrileſt Princes 
that lived in his time. Bur in ſuch weighty affairs God diſpoſeth the hearts of 
Kings and great Princes, which he holdethin his hands, and direeth them into 
thole waies that beſt ſerve for the executing of his determinations : for undoubted- 

ly if ir had pleafed him, that the King ſhould ſtill have continued in that 
courſe which he of himſelf had deviſed before the Dukes death 5 the Wars that 
have been ſince, and yctare, had never happened, But we were unworthy on both 
ſides to enjoy that quiet Peace that was then offered us, which ſure was the only 

cauſe of the Kings error, not want of wit : for as you have heard, in wit noman 


" excelled him. LI write of theſe affairs at large, to ſhew that whena man attemp- 


ceth any great enterpriſe, he ought at the firſt thoroughly to debareir, tothe end 
he may chooſe the wileſt way ; bur eſpecially to ſubmit himſelf ro God, and 
humbly cobcſecch him to direct him into the beſt courſe, which is the principal 
point, as appeareth both by the Scriptures and by experience, I mind nor here 
to blame the King, nor ſay that he erred in this behalf: for peradventure divers 
which knew and underſtood more than my ſelf, were thea and yet are of his 
opinion ; notwirhſtanding the matter was not debated there nor elſewhere. 
Further, thoſe that write Chronicles, frame their ſtile commonly to their com- 
mendation of whom they ſpeak, omitting divers points, ſometimes becauſe they 
know not the truth of them. Bur as touching my ſelf, I mind to write _— 
| ut 
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but that is true, and which my ſelf cither have ſcen or learned of ſuch parties as 
are worthy of credit, not regarding any mans commendation, For no Prince is. 
to be thought ſo wiſe,” but that he erreth ſometime, yea oftentimes if ke live long, 
as ſhould well appear by their actions, if they were alwaies truly reported. The: 
oreatcſt Senates and Councils that be or ever have been, have erre4and do err, as 
we may read and daily fee. * | | 

Wheathe King had repoſed himſelf one day in this Village near to Perorne, 
he determined the next morning to make his entry into the Town, forit was. 
yielded him as you have heard. And at his departure he drew me aiide, and 
commanded me to go into the Country of PordFow and the Frontiers of Bri- 
7ain, telling me in mine carthat if neither Maſter O/zver s enterpriſe took effect, 
nor Monſieur de Cordes revolted to him, he would cauſe all the Country of Arzozs 
called La Levee lying upon the River of Zz, to be burned, and that dune return 
again into Towraiy, I defired him to be good to certain who by my means 
were become his Servants, and ro whom I had promiſed in his name Penſions 
and great rewards : whereupon he took their names of me in writing, and per- 
formedall that I had promiſed. Thus I took my leave of him for that time, Bur 
even as:I was taking Horſe, Monſieur de Lude came to me,whom the King for cer- 
tain conſiderations favour'd greatly. . He was a man much givento his own pri- 
vate gain, and as he cared not to deceive and abuſe any man : to was he allo ve- 
ry light of belief, and often beguiled himſelf.. He had been brought up with 
the King from his Child-hood, and knew which way to feed his humour, and had a 
very pleafant head. 'He came and faid thus tome wiſely after a jeſting manner ) 
W har depart you now when you ſhould be made.or never; iceing the greac 
things that fall daily into the Kings hands, wherewith he may inrich thoſe that 
he loveth 2 For my part I look to be Governour of Fl/azders, and to make my. 
{elf all of Gold, In uttering the which words, hebrake forth into great laughter : 
but I had no luſt to laugh, becauſe I feared that this proceeded of the King. Mine 
anſwer was, That I would be right glad if his fortune might be ſuch, and that I 
cruſted the King would not forget me. | | 

A certain Knight of Hainvault was come to me not paſt half an hour before 
my departure, who brought me news of divers with. whom I perſwaded by Let- 
ters to putthemlelyes into the Kings ſervice. The ſaid Knight and I are kinſmen, 
and heis yer living, wherefore neither will I name him, nor thoſe of whom he 
brought me this advertiſement. His offer in few words was to yield unto the 
King the chief places and Towns in Hainaulr, Wohereof I advertiſed the King 
even a$1 was taking my leave ; who after he had calked with the ſaid Knight, told 
me that neither he nor thoſe others whom I named were ſuch as he had need of, 
Hemiſliked one for this point, and another for thar, and their offer ſeemed unto 
him nothing : for he thought to obtain all that he deſired without them. Again, 
after my departure the King made Monſieur de Zxde to commune with the fame 
Knight, who was much ditcontented with the ſaid de Lude's words, and departed 
incontinent without entring into farther treaty, becauſe the ſaid de Lude and he 
would never have agreedin any point, For whereas this Knight was come our 
of Hainault to get ſomewhat at the Kings hands whereby to inrich himſelf: the 
ſaid de LZnde at the firſt meeting whey him what the Towns would give him to 


commend their cauſe tothe King. I think verily that this refuſal the King made 
to theſe Knights proceeded allo of God, for ſince that time he would have made 
go0d account of them if he could have drawn them to his ſervice. Bur perad- 
venture God would not accompliſh his defire in all points , either becauſe of rhe 


reaſons 
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reaſons above alledged,or for that he would not ſuffer him to uſurp this Country of 

Hainault (which is held of the Empire) both becauſe he had noritle thereunto,and 

alſo becauſe of the ancient League berween the Emperors and the Kings of Fraxce, 

whereof the K. himſelf alſo ſeemed afterward to take notice, For he held Cambray, 

le Queſnoy, and Boſſs (a) in Hainanlt, whereof Bofft he yielded again, and reſtored « This 397 
Cambray being an imperial Town to neutrality as it was before, Although my {2,5 £2? 3: he 
ſelf were preſent at thele actions, yet was I informed how they paſſed : for I had chain : and fo 
good means to underſtand of chem, becauſe I was acquainted, and had been on 7g or 
brought up in both theſe Princes Dominions, and have ſince alſo communed with jere. © 


divers that were the principal managers of theſe affairs on doth ſides. 
CHAP. XIV. 


How Maſter Oliver the Kings Barber failing to execnte his enterpriſe at Gaunt; 
found means to put the Kings Forces into Tournay, 


Aſter Oliver ( as you have heard ) was gone to Gaunt, and carried 
Lerters of credit tothe Lady of Burgundy, Duke Charles his daughter, 
having alſo Commiſſion to perſwade with her apart, to pur her ſelf 
into the Kings Government (4 ). Bur this was not his principal 5 The Kiog 
charge : for he doubted that he ſhould not obtain leave to commune with her _ = 
apart ; and though he did, yet ſuppoſed he that he ſhould not frame her to his ward, becauſe 
requeſt, But his hope was to raiſe ſome great tumult in this Town of Gawnr, _ of her 
which hath ever been inclined to rebellion, and was the ealilier to be moved namely, Flaw: 
thereunto at this preſent, becauſe under Duke Phil;p and Duke Charles they had 475, 4rtois, &c. 
livedin great awe, and loſt divers priviledges by the Treaty made with the 952" & - 
faid Duke _ after their Wars with him ended. Duke Charles alſo had taken Frazce: befides 
one priviledge from them, concerning the election of their Senate, for an offence (a;he wather 
made the firſt day he entred into the Town as Duke : - whereof becauſe I have which was the 
made mention before, I will here write no further. All theſe reaſons encouraged cauſe why be 
Maſter Over the Kings Barber to proceed in his enterpriſe, ſo far forth that he —_— | 
diſcovered his purpoſe to ſome ſuch of the Citizens, as he thought would giveecar boar Th 
unto him, offering (beſides divers other promiſes ) tq cauſe the King to reſtore requeſt. 
them their priviledges that they had loſt, Bur notwithſtanding that he were not in 
their Town-houſe ro ſpeak publickly to their Senate, becauſe he meant firſt to 
aſſay if he could do any good with this young Princeſs z yet was his enterpriſe 
ſmelr out : wherefore after he had ſojourned a few daies in Gawnt, he was ſent for 
to declare his meſſage ; whereupon he repaired to the Princels preſence, bein 
apparelled much more ſi _—_— y than became one of his calling, and delivere 
his Letters. The ſaid Lady fate in her Chair of eſtate, having about her the Duke 
of Cleves, and the Biſhop of Liege, with divers other Noble men, and a great 
number of her Subjects. When ſhe had read her Letter, ſhe commanded him 
to declare his meſſage. But he anſwered that he had nothing to ſay bur co her (elf 
alone. Whereupon it was told him, That this was not the manner of their Coun- 
try, eſpecially to commune in ſecret with this young Lady being unmarried. But 
he ſtill continued his former anſwer, that he had nothing to ſay but to herſelf 
apart. Whereupon they threatned to make him ſay ſomewhat elſe : which words 
puc him in fear, And I think verily that when he came to deliver his Letter, he 
had not bethought him what to ſay : for this was not his principal charge, as you 


have beard, . Thus Maſter Oliver departed for this time withour further ſpeech. 
| ”- | | | | Some 
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Some of .che Council began to ſcorn him, as well becauſe of his baſe eſtate, as 
of his fooliſh ſpeech and behaviour, bur elpeci:liy they of Gaupt (in a little Vil- 
lage near whercunto he was born) ſcoffed him and derided him, to far forth that 
tluddenly he fled thence, being advertiſed if he ſtayed there any longer, that he 
ſhould bethrown into the River z which I think would have proved true. The 
faid Maſter O{;zver named himſeif Earl of 2elun, a line Town near to Pare, 
whereof he was Captain, From Gaunt he fled ro Tournay, a Town mn that 
Country ſubject to neither Prince, but marve!loufly affectioned tothe King: 
for it is his after a fort, and paycrh him yearly fix thouſand Franks, but in all 
other reſpects liveth in liberty, and 1eceiverh all ſorts of men: it is a good:y 
Town and a ſtrong, as all the inhabitants thereabour can teſtifie, The Church- 
men and Citizens have all their poſſeſſions and revenues in Hezanlt and Flanders, 
in both the which Countries ir is ſcituate, Wherefore they uſed alwaies du- 
ring the long Wars between King Charles the ſeventh, and Philip Duke of Bur- 
Z#ndy, to pay yearly untothe ſaid Duke ten thouſand Franks ; the which ſumm 
I have ſeen them pay alſo to Duke Charles : bur at the time that Maſter Oliver 
Caine thicher they were quit of all payments, and lived in great weaith and qui- 
etneſs, Alchough Maſter O/zver's charge above mentioned were too weighty 
for him todealin, yet was henotſo much to be blamed, as they that committed 


> ttohim: fornotwithſtanding thac his enterpriſe had ſuch ſucceſs, as it was ever 
' likeco have ; yet ſhewed he himfelf wiſe in that he afterward did, For percei- 


ving the faid Town of Tournay to be ſcituate upon the frontiers of both the 


_ Countries above named, and very commodious to endammage them both, if he 
_. could a the Kings Forces that lay in thoſe parts into it, and knowing further, 
that t 


the Town{-men would never conſent thereunto , becauſe they never took 


- part with either Prince, but ſhewed chemſelves friends indifferently to both: he 


fenc word ſecretly to Monſieur de 24ouey ( whoſe Son was Baliff of the Town, but 
riot reſident there ) that he ſhould bring his company which he had within 
St. Qaintins, and certain'other bands that lay in thoſe quarters, to the Town of 
Tournay; who at the hour appointed came to the Gate, where he found Maſter 
O/zver accompanied with thirty or forty perſons, who partly by favour, partly by 
force cauſed the Gate to be opened, and received the Kings men; wherewith 
the people of the Town were well enough contented, but not the Governours ; of 
whom Maſter O/zvey ſent ſeven or cight ro Pars, whence they departed not du- 
ring the Kings life. After theſe men of Arms, entred alſo divers other Souldiers, 
who did great harm afterward in the two Countries above named : for they 
ſpoiled and burned many goodly Villages and fair Farms, more to the dam- 
mage of the inhabitants of Toxrzay, than of any other for the reaſons above al- 
ledged. Tobeſhort, ſo long they ſpoiled that the Flemmings aroſe, and took 
our of priſon the Duke of Gue/derlazd (whom Duke Charles had held priſoner) 
and made him their Captain: and in this eſtate came before che Town of Trur- 
nay, where they lay not long, but fled in great diſorder, and loſt many of their 

men, and amongthereſt, the Duke of Guc/ders, who had put himſelf behind 

£0 maintain the skirmiſh ( being evil followed ) was there lain, as hercafter 

you ſhall hear more at large, Wherefore this honour and good- ſucceſs that 

happened tothe King, and the great loſs his enemies received, procecded of the 
faid Maſter Olivers wiſdom and judgement: fo that peradventure a wiſer man 
and a greater perſonagethan he, might have failed to archieve the like enterpriſe. 
-T have ſpoken enough of the great charge this ſage Prince committed to this 


mean perſon , unfit tro manage ſo weighty a cauſe; only adding, thar it ſeemed | 


that 
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that God had croubled the Kings wits in.chis behalf, For, as I ſaid before, - if he . 
had 'not thought chis entexpriſe far caſter than indeed ir.was ; but had appealed his, 
wrath, and laid down his greedy deſire of revenge upon this houſe ofy8er2undy, 


undoubcedly; he had held ar this day all choſe Seigniories under his ſubjg<tion, 

an7i6s 6 2512 07/1 5, -CRANMS os rs, 

Of the Ambaſſadors the Lady of Burgundy daughter to the late Dnke'Chirles ſent to 
=:the King, and how by means of Monſjerir de Cordes the'City of Arras,the Towns 
of Hedin ad Bollein, ad the Town of  Axrras it ſelf, were yielaed tothe King. 
W YO U have heard:how Maſter 1;#ham Biſche yielded Peronne to the King, 
The ſaid Biſche was a man of. bale parentage, born at Molins-Engibers 


a ' TI HE 
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in Ni/vernors ; but inriched-andgreatly advanced by Duke, Charles of - 


- Burgundy , who made him Captain of Peroxpe.,: becauſe his houle 
called Clery ( being a ſtrong and goodly Caſtle that.che (aid Brſche had purchaſed ) 
was near unto it, But to procced,after the King had made his entry into the Town, 
certain Ambaſſadors came to him from the Lady of Burgunay,being all the greateſt 
and nobleſt perſonages that were able ta.do her. any ſeryice : which was unadvi- 
ſedly done to. ſend ſo many together ; . but ſuch was their defolation and fear, 
that they wiſt. not well what to ſay or do, , The above named Ambaſtadors were 
theſe, the Chancellor of Burganay called Maſter william Hugonet, a notible wiſe 
man, who had been in great credit with Duke Charles, and was highly advanced 
by him. The Lord, of H:44bercourt ( fo often before mentioned in this Hiſtory ) 
was there alſo, (who was as wiſe a Gentleman, and as able to manage a weighty 
cauſe as ever F knew any) together with the Lord of /2 Yere,a grear Lord in Ze- 
{azd, and the Lord of Gratuſe, and divers others as well Noble men as Church- 
men, and Burgeſles of good. Towns, . The King before he gave them Audience, 
travelled both generally with them all, and apart with every one of them to 
draw them to his ſervice, They all gave him humble and lowly words, as men 
in great fear, Notwithſtanding, thoſe that had their- poſlefſions far from his 
Dominions in ſuch Countries as they thought to be our of his reach would not 
bind themſelves to him in any reſpe&t , unleſs the Marriage between his Son 
the Daulphin, and the ſaid Lady their Miſtreſs took effect. Bur the Chancellor 


and the Lord of Hmbercourt , who had lived long in great authority, wherein 


they ſtill deſired to continue, and had their Lands lying near tothe Kings Domi- 
nions, the one.in the Duchy of Burgundy, the other in-Picardy near ro Ami- 
exs, gave car to his offers, and promiſed both to ſerve him in furthering this 
Marriage, and alſo wholly ro become his, the Marriage being accompliſhed : 
which courſe he liked not ( though it were {imply the beſt ) but was diſpleaſed 
with them, for thar they would not then abſolutely enter into his ſervice. Not- 
withſtanding he ſhewed them no countenance of diſpleaſure becauſe he would 
uſe their help as he might, Moreover, the King having now good intelligence 
with Monſieur de Cordes Captain and Governour of Arras, by his counſel and ad- 
vice required theſe Ambaſſadors to cauſe the ſaid de Cordes to receive his men into 
the City of Arras (a): for at that time there were walls and trenches between the 


4 This requeſt 
the King made 


as Tutor and 


Town and the City,but the Town was then fortified againſt the City (4); and now Goqtther to 
contrariwiſe the City is fortified againſt the Town, And divers perſwaſions uſed the yourg La- 


y, in which 


tothe ſaid Ambaſſadors, that this ſhould be the beſt and readieſt way co obtain refvett alſo 
the ſad Ambaſſadors did as he required, b Arras was cut in two, to wit, into the Town and the City 3 the Town under the 


Dukes of Burg w7dy was fortifi-d and the draw-bridge was drawn into the Town : but the King beat down the fort 
Town and fprrtied the City.and altered alſo the draw-bridge, and drew it up into the City, whereas before it 
into the Town, 

| Peace 


thcation of the 
was drawn up 
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peace in ſhewing ſuch obedience to the King, they agrecd to hiscemand, eſpeci- 
ally the Chancellor and Himberconrt, and tent a Letter 'of diſcharge to the ſaid de 
"Cordes, wherein they advertiſed him of their conſent to the delivery of the City 
of Arras, Into the which fo ſoon as the King was entered, he raiſed bulwarks'sf 
earth againſt the Gates of the Town, and in divers other places near to the Town, 
Further, becaule of. this diicharge, Monſieur de Cordes and the men of War that 
a 1f the King were with him,departed out cf the Town (a), and went whither them liſted, and 
had deman- ſeryed where them beſt liked. And astouching the ſaid de Cordes, he now accoun- 
_ endager ting himſelf diſcharged of his Miſtreſs ſervice, by the Ambaſſadors Letters above 
Ambaſſadows mentioned ; dererminedto do homage to the King, and to enter int9 his ſervice, 
+ » axe wang: both becauſe his houſe, name, and arms were on this fide the River of So ( for 
it, Pcauſe it he was called Maſter Philip of Creveteunr, ſecond brother to the Lord of Creve- 
was the whole yr) andallo becauſe the territories ſo' often above mentioned, which the houſe 
—_— © of Burgundy had poſſeſſed upen the ſaid River of Som, —_ the lives of Duke 
but by obvain- Philip and Duke Charles,returned now without all controverfie to the Crown, For 
ing the ey by the conditions of the Treaty of Arras, they were given to Duke Philp, and his 
w greatly heirs male only, Wherefore ſeeing Duke Charles left no iſſue but his daughter, 
accounted of, the {1jid Maſter Philzp of Crevecenr became without all doubt the Kings ſubjett : 
becauſe ir ve {0 that he could commit no faulr by entring into the Kings ſervice, and reſtoring 
ried ) he got to him thatwhich he held of him, unleſs he had done homage anew tothe Lady 
o £10. 0* of Burgundy, Notwithſtanding men have reported, and will report diverſly of 
charge, who him for this fact : wherefore I leave the matter to other mens judgements. True itis 
ſoon after Þ 0= that he had been brought up,enriched, and adyanced to great honour by D. Charles, 
corn and that his mother for a certain ſpace was Governels of the Lady of Burgundy 
Arras, nd the jn her child-hood : and further, when the Duke of Burgwnady died, he was Gover- 
grea-en pare of Nour of Picaray, Seneſchal of Ponthieu, Captain of Courtray, Governour of Pe- 
Artois, roune, Montdidier and Roye, and Captain of Bolloiz and Hediz, All the which 

offices he holderh yer at this preſent of the King, in ſuch manner and form, as after 
the Dukes death the King our Maſter confirmed them unto him. 

After the King had forrified the City of Arras (as you have heard) he departed 
thence to beliege Hed, leading thicher wich him the ſaid de Cordes, who had 
been Captain of the place nor paſt three daies before, and his men were yet with- 
in it, and made ſhew as though they would defend it for the Lady of Burgundy, 

bFor thy ſaying that they had ſwornto be true unto her : bur after the Artillery (6) had bea- 
were willing © remit two or three daies, they fell co parlament with the ſaid de Cordes their late 
| yu '* Captainand yielded the Townto the King, Bur this was indeed a compa@ mar- 
would depart ter between the King and them. From thence the King went before Bollojxr, 
like Souttiet® here the like was alio done : but they held,as I remember, a day longer than the 
ſuſpicion of others. - This was a very dangerous enterpriſe if there had been Souldiers in the 
Treaſon they Country ; and thatthe K. knew well enough,as he afterwardtold me : for divers in 
= Cannon Bolſoin, perceivingthis to be a meer collution berween the Souldiers and him, tra- 
bro»gh: b:fore yelled to have put men into the Town, if they could have levyed them in time, and 
'7 to have defended it in good earneſt, During the ſpace of five or fix daies that the 
King lay before Bolloiz, they of Arras perceiving nom they had been abuſed, and 
contidering.in what danger they ſtood , being invironed on every fide with a 
oreat amber of Souldiers,and great force of Artillery : travelled to levy men to 
put into the Town, and writ thereabour to their neighbours of Z;fle and Doway. 
Atthe ſaid Town of Deway was Monſieur de Yerpy,and divers others whoſe names 
I remember not, with a few Horſemen eſcaped our of the battel of Naxcy. Theſe 
detcrmined to enter the Town of Ar7a5,and levyed all the force they could, being 


ro 


168 


Philip de Commines; 


to the number of two or three hundred Horſe, good and bad, and five or fix 


hundred Poormen, But they of Doxay (whole Peacocks Feathers were not 
yet all pulled) conltrained them, ſpite of their teeths, to depart the Town at 
INoon-day z which was great folly, and ſo came of it. For the Countrey be- 
youl Aarrgs 1s as plain as a Mans handz and between Donay and Arrgs are 
about five Leagues. If they had tarried till night (as they would if: they 
mi::l:t have been ſuffered) they had ſure accompliſhed their Enterpriſe. But 
wica they were upon the way, they whom the King left in the City of Ar* 
ras, namely, Monſieur de Lude, Fohn de Foun, and the Marſhal of Loheacs 
Company, being advertiſed of their coming, determined with all ſpeed to 
ifjue forth and encounter them, and to put all in hazard, rather than to ſuffet 
them to enter the Towaz for they well perceived, that if they entred the 
Town, the City could not be defended. Their Enterpriſe was very dange- 
rous, yet they executed it valiantly, and put to flight this Band iflued out 
of Douay; the which allo they ſo ſpeedily purſued, that they were all in a 
manner either {Jain or takenz and amongſt the Priſoners was Moniteur de 
Vergy himſelf; The next day the King arrived there in perſon, rejoycing 
muck becauſe of this dilcomfiture,and cauſed all the Priſoners tobe brought 
before him, and of the Footmen commanded a great number to be \lain, to 
put thereby thoſe few Men of War yet remaining in thoſe Quarters, into the 


grcater fear. Morcover, Monſieur de Yergy he kept long in Priſon, becauſe 


he would by no means be brought to do him Homage, notwithſtanding 
that he Jay in cloſe Priſon, and in Irons : but in the end, having been Pri- 
{oner a year and more, by his Mothers perſwaſfion he yielded to the Kings 
pleaſure; wherein he did wiſely : For the King reſtored him to all his Lands, 
and all thoſe he was1in ſuit for. He gave him farther 10000 Franks of yearly 
Revenues, and divers other goodly Offices. They which eſcaped out of this 
Diſcomfiture, being very few in number, entred the Town, betore the which 
the King brought his Artillery, and laid his Battery, The Artillery was 
g00d and great, and the Battery terrible z. but the Town-wall and the Ditch 
nothing ſtrong : wherefore they within were in great fear, the rather be- 
cauſe the Town was utterly unfurniſhed of Soldiers. Further, Monſieur de 
Cordes had good Jntclligence within it 3 and to ſay the truth, the City be- 
ing in the Kings hands, the Town could not be detended : Wherefore they 
fell to Parlament, and yielded it by Compoſition, which notwithſtanding 
was evil obſerved 3 whereof Monſieur de Lxde was partly to blame:* For 
divers Burgeſlcs and honeſt Men were {lain in the preſence of him and Ma-- 
ſter William de Ceriſay, who marvelloutly enriched themſelves there: for the 
ſaid de Laude told me, that he got,during the time of his being there, 20000; 
Crowns, and two Timbers of Marterns. Moreover, they of the Town leat; 
the King 60000 Crowns, which Sum was much too great for their Ability, 
but I chink it was repaid them for they of Cambray lent 450co, which-I 
am {ire were reſtored, as I think were theſe alſo, | 
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- "How the Citizens of Gaunt aſurped Authority over their Princeſs, after 
her Fathers death ; came in Embaſſage to the King, as from the three 
Eſtates of their Conatry. 


at 'Garrt, inthe hands of her mutinous Subjects, greatly ro her loſs, 

' butto the King's profit; for always ones loſs is anothers gain. Theſe 
Gttizens of Garmt, fo ſoon as they underſtood of Duke Charles his death, 
thinking themſelves thereby clearly delivered out of caprivity,apprehended 
their Senators, being to the number of 26, and put them all, or the greateſt 
part to death ; pretending that they did it becauſe the ſaid Senators the day 
before had commanded one to be Beheaded, though not without deſert, yet 
without Authority (as they ſaid) ther Commiſſion being determined with 
the Duke's death, by whom they were choſen into that Office. They ſlew al- 
fo divers honeſt Men of the Town, that had been the Dukes Friends; amongſt 
whom were fome, that whenI ſerved him diſlwaded him in my preſence from 
deſtroying a great part of the Town of Gant, which he was tully reſolved 
to have done. Further, they conſtrained their Princeſs to confirm all their 
ancient Privileges, both thoſe they loſt in the time of Duke Ph/ip by the 
Treaty of Gazxres, and thoſe alſo that Duke Charles took from them. The 
ſaid Privileges ſerved them only for Fire-brands of Rebellion apainſt their 
Princes, whom above all things they deſire to ſee weak and feeble. Moreo- 
ver, during their Princes Minority, and before they begin to govern, they 
are marvellous tender over them; but when they are come to the Govern- 
ment, they cannot away with them; as appeareth by this Lady, whom they 
loved dearly, and much tendered, before her coming to the State. Further, 
you ſhall underſtand, that if after the Dukes death theſe Men of Gant had 
raiſed no troubles, but had ſought to defend the Country, they might ealily 
have put Men into Arrgs, and peradventure into Perorre; but they minded 
only theſe Domeſtical Broils. Notwithſtanding, while the King lay before 
the Town of Arras, certain Embaſſadors came to him from the three Eſtates 
of the ſaid Ladies Countries : For at Ganrt were certain Depuries for the 
three Eſtates, but they of the Town ordered all at their pleaſure, becauſe 
they held their Princeſs in their hands. The King gave theſe Embaſſadors 
audience, who, among other things, ſaid, That they made no Overture of 
Peace, but with conſent of their Princeſs, who was determined in all matters 
o follow the Advice and Counſel of the three Eſtates of her Country. Fur- 
er, they required the King to end his War in Bargandy and Artozs, and to 
/appoint a day when they might meet to treat friendly together of Peace; and 
inthe mean time that he would cauſe a Surceaſe of Arms. The King had now 
in a manner obtained all he defired, and ſuppoſed the ſucceſs of the reſt 
would have anſwered his expectation otherwiſe than it did, becauſe he was 
certainly informed, that moſt of the Men of War in the Country were dead 
and ſlain, and knew well that a great many others had forſaken the ſaid La- 
dies Service, eſpecially Monſieur de Cordes, of whom he made great recko- 
mng, and not without cauſe ; for he could not have taken by force in long 
time, that which by his Intelligence he obtained in few days, as before 
you have heard: wherefore he made ſmall account of theſe Embaſladors 
| Demands. Further, he perceived theſe Men of Garzt to be ſuch ſeditious 


Perſons,and ſo inclined to trouble the State of theirCountry,that his Enemies 
by 


6 ir ſame time the Siege lay before Arras, the Lady of Burgundy was 


Philip de Comminis. 6 
by tneans thereof ſhould not be able'to adviſe, nor give order how to reſiſt 
him. For of thoſe that were wiſe, and had been in credit with their fo: mer 
{ . Princes, none were called to the debating of any. matter of State, but perſe- 
'frer | cuted, and in danger of death; eſpecially the Bargeundians, whom they ha- 
ted extremely, becaule of their great Authority in times paſt. Moreover,the 
King (who ſaw further into theſe Affairs than any Man in his Realm) knew 
well what affe&tion the Citizens of Gaunt had ever born to their Priaces, 
and how much they deſired to ſce them atteebled,fo that they in their Coun- 
try felt no ſmart thereof, Wherefore he thought it beſt to nouriſh their 
Domeſtical Contentions,and to ſet them further by the ears together ; which 
was ſoon done: for theſe whom he had to do with, were but Beaſts, moſt 
part of them Townimen, unacquainted with thole ſubtile practiſes wherein 
he had been trained up, and could ule for his purpoſe better than any Man 
living. | 
The King laid hold on theſe words of the Embaſſadors, That their Prin- 
cefs would do nothvig without the conſent and-advice of the three Eſtates 
of her Country ; and anſwered, That they were evil informed of her plea- 
fare, and of certain particular Men about her 'for he knew very perfectly 
that {be merit to govern all her Afairs by the advice of certain particular 
Perſons, whio dcfired.nothing lefs tnan; Peace.z. and as touching them and 
their actions, he was well aſlured they ſhould be diſavowed, Whereunto _ 
the Embaſladors (Geing not a little moved, as Men-unacquainted with great 
Affairs) made a hot anſwer, That they were well atlured of that they ſaid, 
and would thew their Inſtructions, if need {6 required. Whereunto anſwer 
was made, That they ſhould ſee a Letter, it it ſo, pleaſed the King, written 
by Parties worthy of credit, wherein the King was advertiſed, that the faid 
Lady would govern her Atiairs by four Perſons only, Whereunto the others 
replied, That they were ſure of the-contrary. Then the King commanded a 
Letter to be brought forth, which the Chancellor of Burgundyand the Lord 
of Himbercourt delivered him at their laſt being with him at Perozze. The 
{aid Letter was written partly with the young Ladies own hand, partly by 
the Dowager of Burgundy, Duke Charles his Widow, and Siſter to King Ed- 
ward of England; and partly by the Lord of Ravaſtain, Brother to the 
Duke of Cleves, and the (aid young Ladies neareſt Kinſman - ſo that it was 
written with three ſeveral Hands, but ſigned with the Name of the young 
Lady alone; for the other twain ſet to their Hands only to give it the great- 
er credit; The Contents of the Letter were, to deſire the King to give credit 
to thole things whereof the Chanccllor and Himbercourt ſhould advertiſe 
him. And further, it was therein ſignified unto:him, That ſhe was reſolved 
to govern all her Afﬀairs by four Perſons, namely, the Dowager her Mother- 
in-law, the Lord of Ravaſtain, and the above-named ChancelJor,and Himber- 
court, by whom only, aud none others, ſhe humbly, beſoyght him to nego- 
tiate with her, becauſe upon them ſhe would repaſe rhe whole Gavernmeat 
of her Affairs: When theſe Citizens of Gazzt, :and the other Embaſladors 
had ſeen this Letter, it heated them throughly ; and I warrant you, thoſe 
that negotiated with them, failed not to blow the fire, In the end, the Let- 
ter was delivered them; and no other Diſpatch of importance, had they, 
neither paſled they greatly for any other, but thought only upon their 
domeltical Diviſions, and how to make a new World, never looking further 
into this buſineſs; notwithſtanding that the lols of Arras ought to have grie- 
ved them much more than this Letter : but they were Townlmen (asI ſaid 
before) unacquainted with theſe Affairs. They returned ſtraight to Gant, 


where they found their Princeſs, accompanied with the Duke of Cleves, 
Q 2 her 
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* This Duke of her nearcſt Kinſman, and of her Blood by his Mother*: he was an ancient 
—_ 76n, Man,brought up continually inthis Houſe of Byrgandy, where he received 
whoſe Facher an yearly Penſion of 6000 Guildonsz wherefore, beſides that he was theix 


Adolph had - - at me ny | 
mics Mey Kinſman, he reſorted thither oft-times as a Penſionet to do his duty, The 


Sitter ro Duke Biſhop of Liege, and divers Noblemen were there alſo, partly to wait upon 


Philip of Bar= this young Lady, and partly for their own particular Afﬀairs. For the ſaid 
Ty .o rnd Biſhop entertained a Suit there, to diſcharge his Country of a Payment of 
bur Amal, 20000 Guildons, or thereabout, which they gave yearly to Duke Charles, 
rn, by the Treaty they made with him, when the Wars above-mentioned end- 
was ſonto oneed, All the which Wars began for the ſaid Biſhops Quarrel z ſo that there 
NT i= was no cauſe why he ſhould move this Suit, but rather ſeek to keep them 
bur corruptly, ſtill in poverty; for he received no benefit there, more than of his Spiritual 
- #17435 Juriſdiction, and of his Demeſns (which alſo were but ſmall", in reſpe& of 
End of thy The Wealth of his Country, and the greatneſs of his Dioceſs.) The ſaid Bi- 
Work will de- ſhop (Brother to the Dukes of Boxrbor, Fohn and Peter, now living) being, 
oy ziſhop ® Man wholly given toPleaſures and Good Chear, and little knowing what 
of Liege's Re= Was profitable or unprofitable for himſelf, received into his Service Mr. W:l- 
Semuer ner. 12472 de Ia Marche, a goodly valiant Knight, but cruel, and of naughty con- 
9 >rberra ditions, who had been Enemy of long time both to the faid Biſhop, and al- 
Lin! dels fothe Houſe of Burgundy for the Liegeozs cauſe. To this de Ia Marche the 
= 6 $1 and Lady of Burgundy gave 15000 Guildons, partly in favour of the Biſhop, 
berg; how he and partly to have him her Friend : But he ſoon after revolted both from 
=» my her, and from the ſaid Biſhop his Maſter,and attempted by force,through the 
Berlandus, fol, King's favour, to make his own Son Biſhop, Afterward alſo he diſcomfited 
77 the ſaid Biſhop 1n Battel, ſlew him with his own hands, and threw him into 

the River, where his dead Corps floated up and down three days. But the 

Duke of Cleves was come thither in hope to make a Marriage between his 

eldeſt Son and the ſaid Lady, which ſeemed to him a very fit Match, for di- 

vers reſpects: And ſureT think it had taken effeR, if his Sons Conditions had 

liked the young Lady and her Servants; for he was deſcended of this Houſe 

of Burgundy, and held his Duchie of it,and had been brought up in it : but 


peradyenture it did him harm that his Behaviour was fo well known there. 


CHA P. XVII 


How they of Gaunt, after their Embaſſadors return, put to death the Chan- 
cellor Hugonet, and the Lord of Himbercourt, againſt their Princeſſes 
will; and how they, and other Flemmings, were di ſcomfited before Tour- 
nay, and their General the Duke of Gueldres ſlain. 

N turned to Gaxrt, the Council was aſſembled, and the Princeſs 

fate in her Chair of Eſtate, accompanied with all her Nobility, 
to give them Audience. Then the Embaſſadors made reherſal of the Com- 
miſſion ſhe gave them, touching principally that Point that ſerved for 
their purpoſe, and ſaying, That when they advertiſed the King that ſhe 
was determined to follow in all Points the Advice and Counſel of the 
three Eſtates of her Country, he forthwith anſwered , That he was 
ſure of the contrary 5 and becauſe they avowed their ſaying, offered 
to ſhew the ſaid Ladies Letters in that behalf, The Princeſs being 
therewith moved, ſuddenly anſwered in the preſence of them all, 


That it was not ſo; aſſuring her ſelf that the King had not ſhewed 


her Letter. Then he that ſpake, being Recorder of Gaunt or 
Brucels, 


OW to proceed in the Hiſtory. After theſe Embaſſadors were re- 
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'to their Maſter. | 


ned to divers others. With them was alſo apprehended M.#7/i/iam 0 
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Brucels, drew the Letter out of his Boſom, before the whole Aﬀſembly, and 
delivered it her. Wherein he ſhewed himſelf a lewd Fellow, and an uncivil, 
in diſhonouring openly, after ſuch a ſort, this young Lady, who ought not 
ſo rudely to have been dealt with : for though ſhe: had committed an er- 
ror, yet was it not publickly to be reformed. Ir 1s no marvel if (he were 
greatly aſhamed thereof, for ſhe had proteſted the contrary to. the whole 


World. The Dowager of Burgundy, the Lord of Ravaſtain, the Chancel- 


lor, and the Lord of Himberconrt, were all four there preſent alſo. 
The Duke of Cleves, and divers others who had been'put in hope of 


this young Ladies Marriage, ſtormed marvellouſly at this Letter; and then 
began their Factions to break torth. The ſaid Duke was ever perſwaded 


heretofore that Himbercourt would further his Suit for his Son: but now 
perceiving by this Letter his hope to be fruſtrate, he became his.mortal 
Foe?. The Biſhop of Liege, and his Minion Mr. #7/iam de 12 Marche, who * with the 


Letter, the 


was there with him, loved him not for the things done at Liege, whereof "7 17. 


the ſaid Himbercourt had been the chief Inſtrument. The Earl of St. Pat, uttered the 
Son to the Conſtable of Fraxce, hated both him and the Chancellor, be- - = hoary 


cauſe they two delivered his Father at Perozxe to the King's Servants, As jor and Him- 
.before you have heard at large. They of Gaunt alſo. hated them both, not bercourt 


for any Offence made, but becauſe of the great Authority they had born z 272u8hts 
whereof undoubtedly they were as worthy as any Man that lived 1n their trear of a 
time, either here, or there: for they were ever true and faithful Servants 994g 


$5 Daulphin and 
To be ſhort, The ſame day at night that this Letter was ſhewed, the Ms Lady, 

above-namcd Chancellor and Hzmzberconrt, through the furtherance as I am they offered 

perſwaded, of their Enemies above-named, were apprehended by the Ci- the kirg ro 


tizens of Gaunt: which danger notwithſtanding that they were forewarned {1*er 5 and 


of by their Friends, yet had they not power to avoid, as it hath often hap- cauſe why the 


f Duke of 
oY: Cleves became 
Clugny, then Biſhop of Therovenze,. and ſince of PoiFiers; and all three aimbercowr's 


impriſoned in one place. They of Gaunt proceeded againſt them by co- enemy. 
lour of Procels (contrary fo their accuſtomed manner in their revenge) and 
appointed certain of their Senate to hear rheir Cauſe; with: whom they 
joyned in Commiſhoa one of this Houſe of Lz Marche, deadly Enemy to 

the ſaid Himbercourt. Firit, They, demanded of them, why they cauled 
Monſieur de Cordes to deliver the City of Arras to the King : Bur there- 
upon they (tood not long, notwithſtanding that they had nothing elſe juſt- 

ly to charge them with. But this was not it that grieved them 5 for neither 


"cared they to {te their Prince afteebled by the loſs of ſuch a Town: neither 


had they the wit to conlider what great damage might enſue thereof to 
themſelves in tract of time. Wherefore they reſted. chiefly upon two” Points; * The cauſes 
The firſt, they charged them, That they bad received: Bribes of the Town 2 can 
of Gaunt, namely, for a Suit in Law, which of late the ſaid Town had obs Himbercourt's 
tained by their Sentence, pronounced by the ſaid' Chancellor, againſt a par- mt gory 
ticular Man whom they had in ſuit. But of ail thismatter of Bribery, they 6. ' 
acquitted themſelves very honourably ; and as concerning that particular 

Point, where they of Gaurt charged them, that they had fold Juſtice,& taken 

Money of them, to pronounce Sentence on their behalf, they anſwered, That 

the Town of Gaxrt obtained their Suit becauſe their Cauſe was good ; and as 

touching the money they rook,they never demanded it,nor caus'd it to be de- 
mandec,but received it being offered. The ſecond Point was, That during the 

time they were with theJate D.Charles their Maſter, and alſo being his Lieute- 

nants 1a bis abſence,they had done divers things againſt the privileges & ſtate 
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of their Town, and that whoſoever doth againſt the Privileges of Gaunz, 
ought to die. But this Point touched them no whit ;- for they were neither 
their Subjeds'nor Citizens, neither able to infringe their Privileges; and if 
the Dukeor his Father took any of their Privileges from them, they did it 
by the Treaty made between them, after their long Wars and Diviſions : But 
the other Privileges that were left them (being in truth more than were 
convenient for their Profit) were never broken, but kept and obſerved. 
Well, notwithſtanding the Anſwers theſe two notable men made to theſe 
two Points (for of the Principal Matter firſt objected againſt them, no Word 
was ſpoken) yet the Senate of the Town condemned them to die as they 
ſtood at the Bar, becauſe (as they ſaid) they had broken their Privileges, 
and received Bribes after Judgment given upon the Matter in Law above- 
mentiqned. Theſe two worthy Perſonages hearing this cruel Sentence, were 
nota little aſtoniſhed : and no marvel ; for they few no way how to eſcape, 
being in their Enemies hands: notwithſtanding they appealed to-the King, 
and his Court of Parliament, truſting by this means to delay their death, to 
the end their Friends in the mean time might deviſe ſome way to ſave them, 
Before their Arraignment they racked them extremely, againſt all Order of 
Law. Their Proceſs endured but (ix days; and (notwithſtanding their Ap- 
peal) after Sentence pronounced, they gave them but three hours reſpite to 
Confeſs them, and bethink them of their Souls health. Which time expired, 
they led them into their Market-place, and ſet them upon a Scaffold. The 
Lady of Burgundy (afterwards Ducheſs of Axſtrich) being advertiſed of 
their Condemnation, went to the Town-houſe, to make requeſt and Suppli- 
cation for their Lives : but perceiving that ſhe could do no good there, ſhe 
went to the Market-place, where all the People were aſſembled together in 
Arms, and there ſaw the two Noblemen above-named, ſtanding upon the 
Scaffold. The ſaid Lady was in her Mourning Apparel, having nothing on 
her Head but a Kerchief, which was an humble and ſimple Attire, and ought 
of right to have moved them to pity. There ſhe defired the People with 
weeping Eyes, and her Hair looſe about her Shoulders, to have pity upon 
theſe her two Servants, and to reſtore them unto her. A great part of the 
People were willing that her pleaſure ſhould be done, and that they ſhould 
not diez but others would in no wiſe give ear unto her : whereupon they 
bent their Pikes the one __ the other. But thoſe that deſired their 
death were the {tronger, and cried to them that ſtood upon the Scaffold to 
diſpatch them; immediately whereupon both their Heads were ſtricken 
off: And in this eſtate returned this poor Lady to her Court, ſorrowful and 
comfortleſs; for theſe two were the principal Perſons in whom ſhe had re- 
poſed her whole Confidence. After they of Gaunt had done this Exploit, 
they removed from about the ſaid ba the Lord of Ravaſtaiz, and the 
Dowager, Duke Charles's Widow, her Mother-in-law, becauſe they had al- 
ſo written part of the Letter above-mentioned, which Himbercoxrt and the 
Chancellor delivered to the King, and they of Gaxxt re-delivered to their 
Princeſs after their return, as before you have heard. Further, they uſurped 
all Power and Authority over this poor young Lady; for ſo might ſhe now 
well be called, both becauſe of the great damage ſhe had already received 
by the loſs of ſo many notable Towns, irrecoverable by force, conſidering 
his Power in whoſe hands they were, although by Favour, Friendſhip, or 
Compoſition ſome hope yet remained; and alſo becauſe ſhe was in the hands 
of the ancient Enemies and Perſecutors of her Houſe, which was a great 
misfortune to her. Notwithſtanding, theſe Citizens of Gaxrt, in all their 


Publick Ations, have ever ſhewed more groſs folly than cunning : and no 
marvel; 
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marvel ; for they that carry Credit and Authority among them, are for the 
moſt part Wealthy Men, of Occupation, nnacquainted with weighty Afﬀairs, 
and little underſtanding what belongeth to the Government of a State. 
Their Cunning confiſteth but in two Points; the 'one, that'they ſtudy by 
all means poſſible how to weaken and impoveriſh their Prince : the other, 
that when they have made a Fault, and find the Patty offended too ſtron 
for them, they crave pardon with greater humility, and buy Peace with 
larger Gifts than any People in the World ; yea, and know what Inſtru- 
ments to work by, and what Perſons to labour for obtaining of Peace, bet- 
ter than any Town that ever I knew. | 
| Afﬀeer they of Gant had taken by force the Government of their Prin- 
ceſs, put the two above-mentioned to death, and removed from about her 
thoſe that miſliked them, they began every where to place and diſplace Of- 
ficers at their pleaſure, and to baniſh and ſpoil all thoſe that had beſt ſerved 
this Houſe of Burgurdy, not regarding their good or evil deſert ; but above 
all other Men, they hated the Byrgnndzarzs eſpecially, ſo far forth that they 
baniſhed them all, and travelled to make them the King's Servants and Sub- 
jets, as much as the King himſelf did, who ſollicited them thereunto by 
fair words, wiſe perſwaſions, large gifts and promiſes, and ſought alſo to 
conſtrain them by great force which he had in their Country, Moreover, 
theſe Men of Gaxzzt, meaning to begin their Government with ſome Caſe 
of Novelty, took out of Priſon (as already 1s mentioned) the Duke of 
Gu-ldres, who of long time, by Duke Charles his Commandment, had been 
held Priſoner, for the Cauſes above.rehearſed 3 and him they made Gene- 
ral of an Army, which they among themſelves, namely, the Towns of Bry- 
ges, Gaunt, and Tpre, levied, and ſent to Toxrnay, to ſet fire onthe Suburbs 
thereof, which was little for their Princeſſes profit : For 200 Souldiers ſent 
in time to Arras, Or 10000 Franks to have entertained Men to put into it, 
when the Siege came before it, would have done both her and them much 
more ſervice than ten ſuch Armies as this. For this Army could do no good, 
but fire a few Houſes 1n a place, whereof the King made ſmall account ; for 
he levied neither Taxes nor Subſidies there : but thetr Wit was not able to 
reach thus far. After the Duke of Gueldres was come before Tournay with 
this Army, being to the number of 12 or 15000 Men, very well paid by 
the Towns above-mentioned, he ſet fire on the Suburbs : But within the 
Town were three or four hundred Men of Arms, which fallied out, and 
charged his Men on the Back as they retired, and incontinent put them to 
flight. But the Duke himſelf being a valiant Prince, turned againſt his Ene- 
mies, meaning to maintain.the Skirmiſh, to the end his Men might have 
teaſure to retire: but being evil followed, he was overthrown and ſlain, 
and a good number alſo of his People ; yet was the King's Force, that did 
this Exploit, very ſmall. The Flemmings Army retired with this Loſs, for 
there was but one Band of Men Jdeteated. The Lady of Burgundy (as [ 
have heard) and her Friends rejoyced much at this News; for the bruit 
ran for a certainty, That they of Gaxzt were determined to compel her 
by force to marry this Duke of Guzeldres, which willingly ſhe would ne- 
ver have done, for divers Reaſons aboye-rehearſed. 


CHAP. 
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A Diſcourſe upon this Point, That Wars and Diviſions are permitted of 

' God, for the Chaſtiſement of Princes, and evil People ; with divers 
good Reaſons and Examples for the InitruGion of Princes, which hap- 
ed in the Author's time. 


of Gaunt, the fountain of ſo many Miſchiets, and of ſo ſmall importance 

for the benefit of the Country where it is ſituate, For it yieldeth no 

Commodity to the Commonwealth, much leſs to the Prince; neither 1s it 
comparable to Bruges, which is a place where is greater Frathck of Mer- 
chandiſe,and reſort of Strangers, in my opinion,than in any Town jn Exrope; 

ſo that the deſtruction thereof ſhould be an irrecoverable loſs. But it ſeem- 

eth that God hath created nothing\in this World, neither Man nor Beaſt, 

without an Enemy to hold it in fear and humility : And for that purpoſe 

* He meancth, ſerveth this Town of Gaxnt very well *; for there is no Country in Chri- 


I ſftexdom more inclined to all wanton pleaſures, pomps, and delicacies, than 
Gaunt is firu- this Country of Flaxders, notwithftanding they are good Chriſtians there, 


are where it and ſerve and honour God well. But it 1s not this Nation only, to whom 


is for a plague | ; , 4 . 
to the whole . God hath given as it were a continual prick, to put them in mind of their 


Country of quty: For to France he hath given the Ergliſhmern for Enemies; to the 
—— Engliſhmen, the Scots; to the Realm of Spain, Portugal, I will not lay Gra- 
wiſe, becauſe. 7ado; for they are Enemies of the Faith : notwithſtanding hitherto the 
v A 1 great ſaid Countrey of Grazado hath much troubled and endamaged the Realm 
thereof, would Of Caſtile. Againſt the Princes of 7taly, the greateſt part of the which hold 
- fcrger their Lands by no Title, unleſs it be given them in Heaven (whereot we can 
1 but divine) and who rule cruelly and violently over their Subjects, by ex- 
treme ExaCtions and Levies of Money, God hath raited np the Free States 

of the ſaid Country, namely, Yerice, Florence, Gernna, and ſometime Boxo- 

21a, Senes; Piſa, Luques, and others, which in divers Pointsare contrary to 

das + _ the Princes,and the Princes to them,each of them having an exe upon other, 
other Hiſto- that none grow too great. But to ſpeak more particularly of the State of 


Ties, ttaly: Againſt the Houſe of Aragon God hath raiſcd the Houſe of Anjox; 


4 wb wg ainſt the Sforces (who uſurp the place of the Vicounts in the Duchie of 
1309 between lan ) the Houle of Orleans ; againſt the Yenetians, the Princes of Italy, 
— o. cagrhr as before have ſaid, and beſides them, the Florentines 5 againſt the Floren- 
the Village of #3zes, their Neighbours of Sexes, Piſa, and the Gernozs ; and againſt the 
CEE me faid Gernoir, their own evil Government, and want of Faith each to other, 
manded aid Which 1s ſo univerſally known, that every Man can tell thereof : for their 
of Leopolde Factions are 1n League the one againſt the other, as appeareth by the Foxr- 


Ds 4 gouze®, Adorni, d' Orie, and others. Now to {peak of Alzaize; you have 


ftrich. , ; : 
« a;forexam-always the Houſe of Axſirich and Baviere at variance z and particularly, 


ple, Leopold* them of Baviere divided among themſelves. in hike manner, the Houſe of 


Duke of Aa- a : . ; CE 
tich, Bro- Auſtrich harh particularly oppoſite to it the Swiſſers; the beginning of 


mers 200 19. Which their Variance aroſc but about a Intle Village cated $wife+, unable 
that began tO arm {1x hundred Men, whereof the other $wiſſers bear their Name 
this Diviſion, who are now lo 1ncreaſed, that two of the Duke of Auſtriches belt Towns, 
"ty Art namely, Zxrich and Fribourg, be of their Cantons. Morcover, they have 

obtained great Victories, and {lain of the Dukes of Auſtrich in the Field®, 


I Cannot imagine for what cauſe God hath ſo long preſerved this Town 


Fartel of 

yr n Divers other Quarrels alto there are in Almaine; as the Duke of Cleves 

9 7Jull nN . + | : | 

132%, arain{t the Duke of Greldres; the Dukes of Gre/dres againlt the Dukes 
of 
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of Julicrs 3 the Eafterlings, who inhabit ſo far Northward,againſt the Kings 

bf Denmark. And to ſpeak generally of 4/zaine, there are ſo many ſtrong 

Places there, ſo riiany Men inclined to miſchief, to ſpoil, to rob, arid that uſe 

force and violence one againſt another upon (all occaſions, that it is a-won- 

der to ſee: for a Man that 1s able to maintain but hiniſelf and his Servant, 

will proclaim War againſt a y_ City or a Duke, that under colour there- 

of he may the better rob and ſpoil ; for he will have ſoine ſmall Caſtle, fitu- 

ate upon a Rock, to retire into, where he entertaineth 20 or 3o Horſemen, 

which run down to rob and ſpoil the Countrey at his commandment; Theſe 

Men are very ſeldom puniſhed by the Princes of Almaine, becauſe they, uſe 

their help when they need their Service : but the Towns, if they take any 

of them, puniſh them cruelly, and often befiege and deſtroy their Caſtles. 

Further, the ſaid Towns have Souldiers always in pay for their deferice; 
Wherefore it ſeemeth that theſe Princes and Towns of Alzaize are preſer- 

ved, the one to force the other to do that is right and good. And it is nece(- 
fary that ſuch diviſions ſhould be, not only there, but through the whole 

World. I have hitherto ſpoken but of Exropez for I am not well informed 
of Aſia and Africh: yet we hear that they are divided, and make War one 
upan another, as wedo, yea after a much beaſtlier ſort : For I know in this 
part of Africk apy” upon us, divers places where they fell one another 
to the Chriſtians ; as allo well appeareth by the Portxgals, who have bought 
and daily do buy of them many Slaves. But I doubt how well we may up- 
braid this tothe Saracers, ſith in ſome part of Chriſtendom they do the like: 
notwithſtanding thoſe Countries are either under the T#rks Dothinion, or 
next Neighbours to him; as for Example, ſome part of Greece, 

| It ſeemeth then that ſuch Diviſions are requiſite through the whole 
World; and that theſe pricks and ſtings before ſpoken of, which God. hath 
given every Eſtate, and in a manner every particular Petſon, are neceſlary. 
And ſurely, for mine own opmion (ſpeaking as a nian unlearned, and one 
that will maintain no Opinion not to be maintained) I think they are neceſ(- 
fary indeed, eſpecially becauſe of the beaſtlineſs of ſome Princes, and the 
wickedneſs of other ſome, who having wit and experience ſufficient, do not- 
withſtanding abuſe it. For a Prince, or any other Man, of what eftate or 
condition ſoeyer he be, having Power and Authority where he dwelleth 
over others, if he be learned, and have ſeen and read much, is thereby either 
much amended or impaired ; for much Learning maketh the evil worſe, and 
bettereth the good*: Notwithſtanding, it 1s to be preſumed, that Learning * The reaſon 
rather amendeth a Man, than impaireth him : for if Men be but aſhamed of h*revf read in 
themſelves when they know they do evil, it ſufficeth either to keep them al- OO 
together from doing evilf, or at leaſt from doing ſo much evil as otherwiſe Problem. 4n- 
they would. For although they be not good indeed, yet ſhame will. caufe _ — 
them tomakea ſhew of goodneſs : whereof I have ſeen divers Examples of* Shame coms 
great Perſonages, whom Learning oftentimes hath withdrawn from' doing -_ - _ 
evil, joyned with the fear of Gods Puniſhments, whereof they have more if a os 
underſtanding than ignorant Men, which never ſaw nor rea any thing; fault, and for 
Wherefore thoſe Princes that know not themſelves, but lack wit, ether be | 
cauſe they have been evil brought up, or becauſe Nature hath graffed Fol- that it is 
ly in them, can never underſtanJ how far the Power and Authority extend- ——_— 
eth that God hath given them over their Subjets: for they never read it med of ir, nor 
themſelves, neither are informed by them that know it ; nay, few that un- {< to amend 
derſtand it are admitted to their preſence; and if ſome one be, yet dare he - 
not inſtruftthem in it, for fear of diſpleaſure; or if haply at any time he put - 


them in mind thereof, no man wil: abide him, at the leaſt he ſhall be account» 
ed 


1.78 


The Fifth Book of 
ed but"a fool 3 peradventure alſo it tnay be taken in evil part, and fo tur 
him to,difpleaſure, But to proceed; it 1s manifeſt that neither Natural Rea: 
{on, tieither Knowledge, neither Fear of God, neither Love towards our 
Neighb5ur, is ſufficient to keep ug from uſing hiolence again(t others, from 
withiG!ding othet'Mens Goods, nor from raviſhing by all mans poflible that 
which appertainetKtg others. For if great Princes withhold Towns and Ca- 
les from their Knisfg)lks or Neighbours, none of theſe Reaſons can move 
them;ro reſtore them; and after they have given forth ſome colour, or for- 
ged fotne-pretenceto' withhold them, all their Subje&s commend their Pre- 
ceedinps, at the lealt'fuch as ate, near about them, and hunt after their fa- 
vour.” Of 'mean Perſons that be at variance I ſpeak not ; for they have a Su- 
perior;,who ſometimes doth Juſtice to the Parties; at the leaſt he that hath 
a good Cauſe, and followerh it diligently, and defendeth it ſtoutly, and 
ſpendeth frankly, ſhall jn procets of time have Right, unleſs the Court, that 
Is et the Princes Authority under whom. he liveth, be againſt him. 
Wherctore it appeareth moſt manifeſtly, that God is conſtrained, and for- 
ced, a$1t'were, of neceſlity, to ſheiv many Examples among us, and to beat 
us with'many Rods, becaule of our negligence, or rather wickedneſs: but 
in Princes eſpecially negligence and ignorance is very dangerous, and much 
to be lamented, becauſe the good or evil Government of their Seigniories 
dependeth wholly upon them. For if a Prince, being mighty, and having a 
number of Soldiers in ordinary,by whoſe means he levieth great ſums of Mo- 
ney at his pleaſure, as well to pay them, as to ſpend in all kind of wanton- 
neſs, not neceſſary, will diminiſh none of this fooliſh and exceflive Expences; 
further, if all Men ſeek to flatter him, and no Man dare (hew him what is 
good, either for fear of diſpleaſure, or becauſe he knoweth it will not pre- 
vail ; whocanredreſs this inconvenience but God alone? True it is, that God 
talketh not to Men now, as in times paftz neither are there Prophets now 
adays; by whoſe mouth he ſpeaketh ; but his Word is diſperſed through the 
whole World, and well enough known to all thoſe who will underſtand or 
know'tt 3 ſo thatno Man can excuſe himſelt by ignorance, at the leaſt none 
that have had ſpace and time to live, and are endued with natural Wit. How 
ſhall thoſe Princes then eſcape, that govern their Seigniorics after fuch ſort, 
that by force they levy what they liſt, and by tyranny maintain their Autho- 
rity, and hold their Subjects in ſo great thraldom, that the leaſt Command- 
ment-they give toucheth Life? Some puniſh under colour of Juſtice, and 
have Lawyers ever at hand, ready in all Points to execute their Command- 


© ments, and to make a deadly.fin of a venial. If they have not matter enough 


againſt a Man, they find means to delay the hearing of the cauſe, or the ta- 
king of the Depoſitions, to hold the Party {til tn Priſon, or to undo him by 


. Charges, waiting continually if any-Man will come to accuſe him, that is thus 


held in priſon, and to whom they with evil. IF this way be not colourable 
enough,nor ſpeedy enough for their purpoſe, they deviſe other readier ways, 
alledging, that it was neceſſary to do thus and thus for example ſake, and 
make the caſe as hainous as pleaſeth them. With others that hold of them, 
and be of ſome Power, they go more plainly to work, ſzying, Thou doeſt 
againſt thine Allegiance thou owelt me, thou diſobeyeſt me and fo proceed 
by force to take from him that is his, if they can (if they do not,it is no thank 
to them) cauſing him to live in great trouble and unquietneſs. Their Neigh- 


.. bours that be ſtrong and mighty they meddle not with ; but if any be weak, 


he can reſt no where for them : for either they ſay that he hath aided their 


Enemies, or they make their Men of Arms to live in his Countries, or buy 


Quarrels, to have colour to aflault him, or find ſome occaſion to' deſtroy 
him, 
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him, by aiding his Neighbour againſt him, and lending him Forces'to invade 


him. Such of their Subjects as have been in Authority, and ſerved well 


their Predeceſſors, they put out of Otkce, becauſe they live toolong, and 

lace new Men in their rooms. The Church-men they encumber and trouble 
about their Benences, to the end they may thereby wring ſomething from 
them, to cnrict ſome one of their Darlings, at the Suit eftſoons of thoſe 
that kave not deferved it, and at the requeſt of ſuch Men and Women as at 
times can prevail much with them. The Nobility they hold in continual tra- 
ve] and gharge, under colour of their wilful Wars, which they take in hand 
without the counicl or advice of their Eftates, and of ſuch as they ought to 
make privy thereunto before they attempt them: for theſe be they that ſpend 
both Goods and Lives in the Wars ; wherefore it 1s reaſon they ſhould un- 
der{tand the cauſe of them before they begin. Their Subjects they poll in 
ſach ſort, that they leave them nothing; for notwithſtanding that they pay 
them Taxes and Subſidies above their ability, yet ſeek they not to redreſs 
the diſorder of their Men of Arms, which live continually upon their Peo- 
ple without payment, doing beſtdes infinite miſchiefs and 1njuries, as all 
the World knoweth. For they are not contented with ſuch chear as they 
find 11 the Husband-mans Houlc, and 1s fet before them ; but beat alſo the 
poor Mien, and conſtrain them to go forth to buy them Wine, Bread, and 
Victuals: and if the Good-man have a fair Wife or a Daughter, he ſhall do 
wiſcly to keep her out of their ſight. Notwithſtanding, ſeeing theſe Menof 
Arms are duly paid, this inconvemence might eafily be redrefled, and order 
given that'their Pay ſhould be made at eycry two Months end at the fur- 
the(t ; fothould they not be able to alledge any pretence of their miſchie- 
vous doings, under colour that they want Pay : for the Money 1s levied, and 
at the years end there is not one Penny owing them. Þ ſpeak this for our 
Realm, which is more afflited and plagued with theſe Men of Arms, than 
any other Country that I know. But none can redreſs this miſchief but a 
wilc Prince : Other Realms bordering upon us, have other Scourges. Where- 
fore, to continue this Diſcourſe, Is there any King or Prince that hath pow- 
er to levy one Penny upon his Subjects, belides his Demeſns, without leave 
and conſent of thoſe that mult pay 1t, unleſs it be by tyranny and violence ? 
A Man will ſay, That ſometime the Prince cannot tarry to afſemble his 
Eſtates, becauſe it would rcquire too long time. WhereuntoT anſwer, That 
if he move a War Offenſive, there needeth no ſuch haſtez for he may have 
leiſure enough at his own pleaſure to make preparation : And further, he 
ſhall be much ſtronger, and much more feared of his Enemies, when he mo- 
veth War with the conſent of his Subjects, than otherwiſe. Now as touch- 
ing a War Defenſive, that Cloud is ſeen long before the Tempeſt fall, eſpe- 
cially when it is a Forein War; and inthis caſe good Subjects ought not to 
complain, nor refuſe any thing that 13 laid upon them. Notwithſtanding 
ſuch Invaſion cannot happen ſo ſuddenly, but that the Prince may have let 
ſurc at the leaſt to call together certain wiſe Perſonages, to whom he may 
op<n the Cauſes of the War, uling no colluiion therein, neither ſeeking to 
maintain a tritling War upon no neceſlity, thereby to have ſome colour to 
levy Money, Money 1s alſo neceſlary in time of Peace, to fortifie the Fron- 
tiers, for defence of thoſe that dwell upon them, leſt they be taken unpro- 
vided ; but this muſt be taken meaſurably. In all theſe matters, the Wiſdotti 
of a ſage King ſufficeth ; for if he be a juſt Prince, he knoweth what he 
may do, and not do, both by Gods Law and Mans. To be ſhort, In mme opi- 
nion, of all Seigntories in the World that I know, the Realm of England is 


the Country where the Commonyealth 1s beſt governed, the People leaſt 
opprelled, 
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oppreſſed, and the feweſt Buildings and Houſes deſtroyed in Civil War; and 
always the Lot of Misfortune falleth upon them that be Authors of the War, 
Our King is the Prince in the whole World that hath leaſt cauſe to alledge 
that he hath Privileges to levy what him liſteth upon his Subjects, conſider- 
ing that neither he, nor any other Prince, hath powerſo to do : And thoſe 
that ſay he hath, do himno Honour, neither make him to be eſteemed any 
whit the mightier Prince thereby ; but cauſe him to be hated and feared of 
his Neighbours, who for nothing would live under ſuch a Government. But 
if our King, or thoſe that ſeek to magnifie and extol him, ſhould ſay, I have 
ſo faithful and obedient Subjects, thar they deny me nothing I demand, and 
I am more feared, better obeyed, and better ſerved of my Subjects, than any 
other Prince living; they endure patiently whatſoever] lay upon them, and 
ſooneſt forget all Charges paſt : This methinks (yea, I am ſure) were greater 
Honour to the King, than to ſay, I levy what me liſteth, and have Privileges 
ſoto do, which I will ſtoutly maintain. King Charles the Fifth uted no ſuch 
Terms, neither did I ever hear ſuch Language proceed from any King, but 
from divers of their Servants, who thought they did their Maſter great Ser- 
vice in uttering ſuch Speeches : but in mine opinion they misbehaved them- 
{elves towards their Prince, and uſed ſuch Language, partly becauſe they 
would ſeem to be good Servants, and partly becauſe they knew not what 
they ſaid. But for a manifeſt proof of the Frenchmens Loyalty and Obedt- 
ence to their Prince, weneed alledge none other Example than that we our 
ſelves have ſeen of late by experience: When the Three Eſtates were aſſem- 
bledat Toxrs, after the death of our Maſter King Lewzs the Eleventh, which 
was 1n the year of our Lord 1483. a Man might then have thought this 
good Aſſembly to be dangerous for the Kings Eſtate; yea, and divers there 
were of meancalling, and leſs honeſty, that ſaid then, and have often ſaid 
ſince, That it is Treaſon to make mention of Aſſembling the Eſtates, and a 
thing tending to the diminiſhing of the Kings Authority : but themſelves 
are thoſe that work Treaſon againſt God, the King,and the Commonwealth, 
Neither do any uſe theſe Speeches, but either ſuch as are in Authority with- 
out deſert, and unworthy thereof; or ſuch as are common Tale-carriers, 
and accuſtomed to talk of trifling matters; or ſuch as fear great Aſſemblies, 
leſt their doings ſhould there be ripped up and reprehended. At this AC 
ſembly I now ſpeak of, all Men of what Eſtate ſoever they were, thought 
the Realm much weakned and impoveriſhed, becauſe it had paid by the ſpace 
of twenty years, or more, great and exceſlive Subſidies; yea, fo great, that 
they ſurmounted yearly, by the ſum almoſt of Three millions of Franks, all 
Subſidies that ever were levied in Frazce. For King Charles the Seventh Je- 
vied yearly but 1800000 Frankss; but King Lewzs his Son levied at his 
death 4700000 *, beſides the Charges of the Artillery, and ſuch like Expen- 
ces. And ſure it was a pittiful thing to behold the miſerable Eſtate of the 
poor People. But one good property had the King our Maſter, that he 
hoarded up no Treaſure ; he took all, and ſpent all, and beſtowed more 
upon Fortification of Towns and Places for the defence of his Realm, than 
all his Predecefſors joyned together. He gave alſo much to Churches; but 
im ſome reſpe& he had done better to have given leſs: for he took from the 
poor, to give to them that had no need. But there is no Man perfe& in 
the whole World. 

Well, to proceed : Notwithſtanding that this Realm were ſo impoveriſh- 
ed and oppreſled divers ways, did the People yet, after the King our Ma- 


ſtersdeath, raiſe any Sedition againſt the King that now is? the Nobility and 


Commons took they Arms againſt their young King? weat they about — 
| chuſe 


RY. 
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' chuſe another > ſought they to diminiſh his Authority, or to bridle him that 
he ſhould not uſe the Authority of a King? I think no ; and to ſay:thetruth, 


how could they ? though divers glorious Fools ſatd they might. / But his 
Subjects did cleancontrary; for they all repaired to him, as.well Princes, as 
Gentlemen, and Burgetfles of good Towns; they all acknowledged him for 
their King, and did him Homage and Fealty ; and the Princes and:Nobility 
preſented their Requeſts 1n writing, humbly kneeling upon their Knees. Fur- 
ther, they choſe among themſelves a Council of twelve Men; and the King, 
being but thirteen years of age, commanded upon report of the ſaid Council. 
Moreover, at this Aſlembly certain Supplications were made, and Bills'exhi- 
bited, in the preſence of the King and his Council, in great humility, for the 
Commonwealth of the Realm, referring all to the King and his Councils 
pleaſure. They granted the King, without any denial.all that was demanded, 


and all that was ſhewed in writing to be neceſſary for the maintenance. of - 


his Eſtate. The Sum the King demanded was Two millions. and: a half of 
Franks, which was enough a, 


enough again, yea rather too much than too i Thar is, 


little, without ſome extraordinary accident. Further, the ſaid Eſtates hum- 2500009 


bly required, That at two yearsend they might aſſemble again ; ſaying, That Franks, which 


if the King had not Money enough, they would givehim more at his plea-3 


ſure. They promiſed moreover, if he had Wars,or that any Enemy ſhould in- 
vade him, to adventure their Bodies, to ſpend their Goods, and not to refuſe 
any thing for his Service. Are Subjetts that give thus liberally,to be choaked 
with Privileges, whereby the Prince may take what himliſteth-? Shall not 
the King do juſtlier, both. before God and the World; to levy after this ſort, 
rather than by extraordinary will? ſeeing no Prince,asT have ſaid before, hath 
Authority to command Money but by Grant, unleſs he will uſe Tyranny, and 
incur the danger -of Excommunication. But a number. of Princes:are very: 
Beaſts, not knowing what is'lawful or unlawful for them to. do 1nthis behalf. 
Subjects there are alſo thatroffend their Prince, and refuſe' toobeyhim,and' 


ſuccour him in time of need; yea, in ſteadof aiding him when he hatt-great 
Affairs in hand, contemn him, and ſtir up Rebellion and Sedition againſt him, 


contrary to the Allegeance that they owe him. WhenlT ſay Kings or Princes, 
I mean cither them(elves,or ſuch as govern under them z and when I fay Sub- 
jets, I mean ſuch Subje&s as have preheminence and bear ſway inthe Com- 
monwealth. The greateſt miſchiefs are wrought commonly by thoſe that are 
Mighty ; for the weak deſire peace and quietneſs. When I ſay Mighty, Imean 
as well Women as Men, ſofnetime, and in ſome places, where they have Rule 
and Authority, either becaufe'of their Husbands aftection towards them; or 
becauſe they govern their Afﬀairs,or for that theirSeigniories are their Wives 


Inheritance. IF I ſhould write of Men of mean calling in.this. World, my Di- 


ſcourſe would be too tedious : Wherefore it ſhall ſuffice to ſpeak of great 
Eſtates, becauſe in them 'the Power and Juſtice of God 1s moſt apparent. 
For although two hundred thouſand miſhaps chance to a poar Man,no Man 
regardeth them, but attributeth them either to poverty,. or evil looking 
to; as for example, if he be drowned, or break his neck, they-lay, This 


chanced becauſe he was alone; ſo that hardly Men will give ear to.it: But 


if ſome misfortune fall upon a great City, 1t is otherwiſe talked of; yet 
not ſo much as when it chanceth tq a Prince: What 1s the reaſon then that 
God ſheweth his Juſtice rather upon Princes and Great Men, thanrupon Men 
of low degree? Becauſe mean and poor Men find enow in this World to pu- 
mſh them when they offend ;, yea, oftentimes they are puniſhed without 
deſert,either for examples ſake,or for their Goods, or peradventurethrough 
the Judges fault: ſometime alſo they deſerve puniſhment, and then. is _ 
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ſon that Juſtice be done. But as touching great Princes or Princeſles, and 
their Governours and Counſellors; again,as touching Provinces and Towns, 
rebellious and diſobedient to their Princes and Governours, who will ſearch 
out their Lives? who will inform the Juſtice of their Actions? what Juſtice 
will take notice thereof? or who will puniſh their Faults? I ſpeak of the 
evil, not of the good 3 but few there are of thoſe. What is the cauſe then 
that moveth both them and all others to commit theſe Faults above-rehear- 
ſed, and many more (which for brevity I over-paſs) not regarding the Pow- 
er and Juſtice of God? I anſwer, That it 1s lack of Faith, and in thoſe that 
are ignorantlack of Wit and Faith together, but eſpecially of Faith, which 
in mine opinion is the only fountain of all miſchtefs. I mean ſuch miſchiefs 
as fall upon thoſe that complain that they are trodden under foot, and op- 
preſſed by thoſe that are mightier than they. For if Men were fully per- 
{waded the Pains of Hell to be ſuch as indeed they are, and believed firmly 
(as we ought all to believe) that whoſo hath taken ought by violence, or 
poſſeſſeth ought that his Father or Grandfather took wrongfully, ſhall ne- 
verenter ifito the Joys of Paradiſe, unleſs he make full fatisfaftion and reſti- 
tution of all that he withholdeth from his Neighbour (whether it be Du- 


_ chies, Earldoms, Towns, Caſtles, Moveables, Meadows, Ponds, or Mills, 


every Man according to his Eſtate) there is no Manliving,be he poor or rich, 
or of what Eſtate and Condition ſoever he be, that would withhold ought 
that is not his own. No, if all Men believed this firmly,it is not to be thought 
that there is either Prince, Princeſs, or any other Man through the whole 
World, what Eſtate or Condition ſoever he be of, be he high or low, Spiri- 
tual or Temporal, Man or Woman, that would wittingly withhold any 
thing from his Subje& or Neighbour, wrongfully put any Man to death, 
hold him in Priſon, take from one to give to enrich another, or ſeek to pro- 
cure diſhoneſty to his Kinsfolks and Servants for his wanton pleaſures, as for 


Women, and ſuch like, which is the filthieſt attempt that may be made. No 


undoubtedly, we would never do as we do, if we had a ſtedfaſt Faith, and 
believed that which God and his Church commandeth us to believe, un- 
der pain of damnation ; knowing our days to be ſhort, and the Pains of 
Hell horrible and endleſs. Wherefore we may conclude, That all miſchiefs 
proceed of want of Faith. For example whereof, when a King or' Prince 
1s taken Priſoner, and feareth to die in Priſon, is there any thing in the 
World, be it never ſo dear unto him, that he will refuſe to give for his de- 
liverance ? As appeareth by King Job, who being taken Priſoner by the 
Prince of Wales at the Battel of Po#&iers,paid for his Ranſom three Millions 
of Franks, and yieldedto the Exgliſhmer all Aquitain (at the leaſt all that 
he held in his hands) with a number of other Cities, Towns, and Places; 
yea, in a manner the third foot of his Realm : whereby he brought his 
Realm into ſuch poverty, that many years afterthey uſed Leather Money, 
with a little Stud or Nail of Silver in the midſt thereof. And all this gave 
he, and his Son King Charles, firnamed the ſe, for his Ranſom. And if 
ey would have given nothing, yet would not the Ergl;ſhmer have put him 
to death, but his greateſt pain had been impriſonment. But admit they had 
put him to death, yet had not that pain been ſo great by the hundred 
thouſandth part, as the leaſt pain in Hell. Why gave he then all this great 


Ranſom above-rehearſed, deſtroying his Children and Subje&ts? but only 


becauſe he believed that which he ſaw and perceived well, that he could 
not otherwiſe be delivered. But peradventure when he committed the 
Fault for the which this Puniſhment fell upon him, his Children, and 


Subjects, he believed not firmly, that the Offence he made _ 
| | | Go 
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God and his Commandments, ſhould be puniſhed. Now, to conclude, there 
is no Prince, or very tew, that will reſtore one Town they withhold from 
their Neighbour, for the love of God, or to eſchew the pains of Hell; and 
yet King Johr gave all this to deliver his Body out of Priſon. 

I asked a Queſtion before, Who will ſcarch out Creat- Mens faults > who 
will inform thc Juſtice of them ? and who will be the Juſtice to puniſh them ? 
Whereunto I] now an{wer, That the Information ſhall be the lamentable 
Cry and Plaint of their Subjects, whom they tyrannize and oppreſs ſo many 
ways, without any compatiion ; the ſorrowtul Lamentation of Widows and 
Orphans, whoſe Husbands and Fathers they have wrongfully put to death, 
by means whereof'their Wives and Children have ever after lived in aflicti- 
on and miſery; and generally the Complaints of all thoſe whom they have 
perſecuted cither in their Perſons or Goods. Thele, I ſay, ſhall give infor- 
mation againſt them, by their great mourning, wailing, and piteous tears, 
and ſhall accuſe them before the Lord God, who will be the juſt Judge 
thereof, and peradventure will not delay the-puniſhment till the World to 


' come, but will alſo puniſh them in this World ; which puniſhment proceed- 


eth of lack of Faith, becauſe they had not a firm and (tedfaſt belicf in Gods 
Commandments. | | | 

We mult therefore of neceſſity confeſs, That God is forced to ſhew ſuch 
Tokens and Examples, to the end both Princes themſelves,and all the World 
may believe, that theſe puniſhments fall upon them for their misbelief and 
ſins, and that God ſheweth his mighty Power and Juſtice upon them, becauſe 
none other in this World but he hath power over them: At the firſt haply 
they amend not their Lives for Gods Scourges, be they never ſo great and 
long. But no misfortune falleth upon a Prince, upon thoſe that govern his 
Affairs, or upon thoſe that rule great Commonalties, but the iſſue is hurtful 
and dangerous to the Subjects. When I ſay misfortunes, mean none but ſuch 
as cauſe the Subjects to ſmart; for to fall from a Horſe, to break a Leg, to be 
puniſhed with a ſharp Ague, areno misfortunes to a Prince, becauſe he may 
be cured of them, and peradyenture they may do him good, and teach him 
wit : but Icall theſe misfortunes, when God is ſo difſpleaſed with a Prince, 
that he will no longer ſuffer him to reign, but will thew his Power and Juſtice 
upon him. For then firſt he weakneth his Wits, which 1s a ſhrewd blow for 
all thoſe that have to do with him ; he troubleth his Houſe, and ſuffereth it 
to fall into diviſion and diſquietnelſs ; and the Prince himfelt 1s fo far in Gods 
diſgrace, that he flieth the counſel and company of the Wile, and advanceth 
none but young Fools, void of wit, Oppreſlors, Flatterers, and ſuch as ſooth 
him in all his Sayings. If he take one Penny, they bid him take two; if he 


\threaten a Man, they bid hang him : and after that ſort, in all other aGtions. 


Further, they give him counſel in any wiſe to cauſe himſelf to be feared g 
and they alſo behave themſelves cruelly and proudly, truſting by this means 
to hold Men in awe of them, as though Authority were their Inheritance. 
Thoſe whom ſuch Princes, by the advice of theſe new Counſellors, have 
baniſhed and diſplaced, having ſerved many years, and being well acquaint- 
ed and friended 1n their Country, will ſtorm at this uſage, and for their 


ſakes, their Friends and Well-willers alſo; and peradventure ſuch injury _ 
ſhall be offered them, that they ſhall be forced either to defend themſelves, 


or to fly to ſome Prince their Neighbour, who perchance is Enemy to him 
that baniſheth and chaſeth them; and ſo by inward Diviſion, Strangers 
ſhall enter into the Land. Is any plague or miſery ſo great, as Wars betwixt 
Friends and Acquaintance ? Is any malice ſo rank and deadly ? As touching 


Forein Enemies, when the Subjects are linked together, they may eaſily | 
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make reiiſtance, becauſe their Enemies tave no intelligence nor acquaintance 
in the Realm. Think you that an unwiſe Prince, being accompanied with 
Fools, can ſmell afar oft how great a miſchicf Diviſion among his Subjects is? 
or believe that it can hurt him? or proceedeth of God ? He eateth and 
fleepeth no whit the worſe for it ; he hath neither fewer Horles in his Stable, 
nor fewer Robes in his Wardrobe, but many more Companions : tor he ally- 
reth Men unto him by promiſes, and by parting among them the Spoils and 
Offices of thoſe whom he hath baniſhed ; he giveth alſo of his own, to win 
thereby Fame and Renown: but when he ſhall leaſt think of it, God will 
raiſe up an Fnemy againſt him, whom peradyenture he never miſtruſted, 
Then will he wax penſive, and ſuſpect thoſe whom he hath injured, yea he 
will fear ſuch as indeed bear him no evil will: yet notwithſtanding he will 
not have his refuge to God in this extremity, but ſeek to redreſs this incon- 
venience by force. Have we not ſcen in our days Examples hereof, even 
among our next Neighbours? Have we not ſeen the late King of Erglard, 
Edward the Fourth of that Name, Heir of the Houſe of York, utterly deſtroy 
the Houſe of Lancaſter, under the which both his Father and he had lived 
many years? Further, the ſaid King Edward having done Homage to King 
Henry the Sixth, being of the Houſe of Lancaſter, did he not afterward 
hold him Priſoner many years 1n the Tower of Loxdon, the chiet City of 
the Realm, where in the end he was put to death ? | 
Have we not alſo ſeen the Earl of Warwick, principal Governor of all the 
ſaid King Edward's Affairs, (after he had putto death all his Enemies, eſpe- 
cially the Duke of Somerſet ) in the end become deadly Enemy to the King 
his Maſter, give his Daughter in Marriage to the Prince of Wales, Son to 
King Hezry, attempt to ſet up again the Houſe of Lancaſter, pals with the 
ſaid Prince into Exgland, diſcomfited in the Field, and (lain, both he, his 
Brethren and Kinsfolks, and divers other Noblemen of Exgland, who in 
times paſt had done the like to their Enemies ? After all this, the Children 
of theſe, when the World turned, revenged themſelves, and cauſed in hke 
manner the others to die : which Plagues we may be aſſured hapned not but 
by the wrath of God. But (as before I ſaid) the Realm of England hath thig 
ſpecial grace above all other Realms and Dominions, that in Civil Wars the 
People 1s not deſtroyed, the Towns benot burned nor razed, but the Lot of 
Fortune falleth upon the Soldiers, eſpecially the Gentlemen, whom the Peo- 
ple envy too beyond reaſon : for nothing is perfe& in this World : Aﬀter 
K. Edward was quiet in his Realm, and received yearly out of France 50000 
Crowns, paid him in the Tower of Loxdoxr, and was grown fo rich, that 
richer he could not be, he died ſuddenly, as it were of Melancholy, becauſe 
of our Kings Marriage that now reigneth, with the Lady Margaret the Duke 
of Auſtriches Daughter : for ſo ſoon as he was advertiſed thereof, he fell. 
ſick,and began then to perceive how he had been abuſed touching the Mar- 
riage of his Daughter, whom he cauſed tobe named The Lady Daulphineſs. 
Thenalfo was the Penſion which he received out of Fraxce taken from him, 
which he called Tribute, although indeed it were neither the one nor the 
other, as before I have declared*. King Edward left by his Wite two goodly 
Sons,one Prince of Yales,the other Duke of Tork; and two Daughters. The 
Duke of Gloceſter his Brother took upon him the Government of his Ne- 
hew the Prince of ales, being about ten year of age, and did Homage to 
11m,as to his Sovereign Lord, & led him to Loxdoz,pretending that he would 
there Crown him King ; hoping by that means to get the other Brother out 
of the Santuary at Lozdox, where he was with his Mother, who began al- 


ready to be jealous of his Proceedings. To be ſhort, by means of the Biſho p 
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of Bath (who baving been ſometime of King Edwards Counſel, fell after- 
ward into his diſgrace, and was put 1n-Priſon, and made to fine for his deli- 
yerance,_)che Duke of Gloxceſter executed this exploit, which you ſhall now 
hear. This Biſhop advertiſed the Duke that King Edward being in love with 
4 certain Lady, promiſed her marriage upon condition that he might lie 


with her, whereunto ſhe conſented, ſo far forth, that the ſaid Biſhop married 


them together, none being preſerit but they two and himſelf; Which matter 
this Biſhop being a jolly Courtier never diſcloſed during King Edwards life, 
but cauſed alſo the ſaid Lady-to conceal it, fo that it was kept ſecret. Afer 
this the ſaid King falling again in love, married the Daughter of an Engliſh 
Knight, called the Lady Rzzers, being a Widow, and Mother of two Song. 
But after King Edwards Death, this Biſhop of Bath revealed this matter to the 
Duke of Glouceſter, whereby he egged, him forward not a little to the exe- 


cuting of his miſchievous pretended enterpriſe. For the ſaid Duke murther- 


ed his two Nephews, Crowned himſelf -King by the name of RKichard..the 
Third, proclaimed his Brothers two Daughters Baſtards in open Parliament, 
took from them their Arms, and put to Death all the faithful Servants of the 


late King his Brother, at the leaſt as many as he could lay hands on. But this 


cruelty remained not long unpuniſhed : for when the ſaid King Aichard .. 
thought himſelf ſafeſt, and lived in greater pride than any King of England © © 
did theſe hundred years. (having put to Death the Duke of Buckingham, and ..... 
having a greatffArmy in a readineſs) God raiſed up an Enemy againſt him of +++. 
no Force, | mean the Earl of &zchmrond. then Priſoner in Britanny, but now 
King of E-gland, of the Houſe of Lancaſter, though not the neareſt to the 
Crown ', whatſoever men ſay, at the leaſt ſo far as I can learn. The ſaid Earl How King 
told me a little before his departure out of this Realm, that from the fifth #72 = 
year of his Age he had lived continually like a Priſoner, and a baniſhed man. of the Houſe 
And indeed he had been fifteen years or thereabout Priſoner in Britazz, to mar ce 
the Duke Francis that laſt died, into whoſe hand he fell by Tempeſt of the in the «121 of 
Sea as he fled into France, accompameed with the Earl of Pembroke his Uncle, the work will 
My ſelf ſaw them when they arrived, for was come of a meſlage to the Duke og > 
at the ſame time, The Duke entreated them courteoully for Priſoners, and af- Commines er- 
ter King Edwards Death lent the ſaid Earl great Force of Men, and a great {98 i <0 
Navy; with the which he ſent him having intelligence with the Duke of | 
Buckingham,(who for this cauſe was afterward put to Death) to land in Exg- 

lind : but the Wind was againſt him, and the Seas ſorovugh, that he was for- 

ced toreturn to Dzepe, and from thence by Land into Britaiz. From whence 

ſoon after he departed with his Band into Fraxce without taking leave of the 

Duke, partly becauſe he feared to overcharge the Duke;(for he had with him 

five hundredEngli(h men, and partly becauſe he doubted leſt theDuke would 

agree with King Xzchard to his prejudice: for he knew that King Rzchard pra- 

Ailcd with him to that end.Soon after,theKing that now is,appointed three or 

four thouſand men to waft him over only, and delivered thoſe that accom- 

panied him a good ſum of money and certain pieces of Artillery : and thus 

palled he over in a Ship of Normandy to land in Wales where he was born. 

King Richard forthwith marched againſt him ; but a Knight of Ergland 

called the Lord Sfazley, who was married to the Earls Mother, joined him- | 

ſelf with the Earl,and brought unto him at the leaſt 26000. men ®, The-Bat- ® Our Chro-. 
tle was given, King Richard (lain, and the Earl Crowned King in the Field mids ſay fur 
with the ſaid Richards Crown. Will you ſay that this was Fortune ? No, ome g00o: | 
no, it was the judgment of God : and for further proof thereof mark this 

alſo. Immediately after the King had murthered his two Nephews, he loſt his 

Wife, whom ſome ſay he murthered alſo. Further, he had but one only = 
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whodiedin like manner incontinent after this murther. This example would 
have ſerved better hereafter when T ſhall ſpeak of King Edwards Death ; for 
he was yet living at the time my former Chapter treateth off : but T have 
rehearſed it here to continue my diſcourſe which T am fallen into. In like 
manner we have ſeen of late the Crown of Spain altered after the Death of 
Dom Hezry that Jaſt-died. For the ſaid Dom Hezry had to Wife theKing 
of Portug4ls Siſter laſt deceaſed, by whom he had iſſue a goodly Daughter, 
which "notwithſtanding ſucceeded not her Father, but was put from the 
Crown'under colour of Adultery committed by her Mother. But the mar. 
ter ended. not withont great contention and War : for the King of Portugal 
took part with his Neece, and divers great Lords of Caſtile joined with him: 
yet'notwithſtanding the ſaid Dom Herries Siſter, Wife to the Son of Dom 
John King of Arragor, obtained the Crown and poſleſleth' it yet art this 
day: and thus this partage was made in Heaven as divers others are. Fur- 
ther, you have ſeen of late days the King of Scotland and his Son being 
thirteen years of Age in Battel, the one againſt the other : the Son and his 
*This Ring faction prevailed, and the King was ſlain upon the place ®. This King mur- 
that ſIrw his . . <IW67 k . 
Father in Bar. thEred his own Brother, and was charged with divers other Crimes, namely 
tel was Fames the Death of his Siſter and ſuch like. You ſee alſo the Duchy of Gzeldres 
mery. who out of the right line, and have heard what impiety the Duke laſt deceaſed 
geret Siſter ro ſed againſt his Father. Divers other examples I could reheagſe which ſhould 
En manifeſtly appear to be puniſhments and ſcourges of God, which Scourges 
are the principal cauſe of Wars, whereof inſue Mortality and Famine, all 
| the which evils proceed of lack of Faith. Wherefore I conclude, conſj- 
F _ the wickedneſs of men, eſpecially of great men , who know not 
themſelves, neither believe that there is a God : that it is neceſfary for every 
' ” Prince and Governour, 'to have an Adverſary to keep him in fear and hu- 
,-, mility, otherwiſe no man ſhould be able to live under them or near them. 
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How the Duchy of Burgundy was yielded to the King. 


O W toreturn to the principal matter, and to proceed in this 

Hiſtory, written at your requeſt, my Lord of Yjiezna : while 

the King brought under his ſubjeCction the places and Towns 

abovenamed in the Marches of Picardy, his Army lay in Bur=- . 
gundy, the General whereof in appearance, was the Prince of 
Orange *® that now is, who was born in the County of Burgundy, and a* This Prince 
Subject thereof; but lately revolted the ſecond time from Duke ' Charles. Ce os 
Wherefore the King uſed his help; for he was a great Lord, well friended, ſons : the 
and well beloved, both in' the ſaid County, and alſo inthe Duchy of Zyr- Prince - 
gundy. But the Lord of Craz was the Kings Lieutenant, and he 1t was in- 5 os 
deed that had the charge of the whole Army, and in whom the King repo- the Houſe of 
ſed his principal truſt, and ſure he was a wife man and faithful to his Ma- _ _ 
ſter, but ſomewhat too greedy of his own gain. The ſaid Lord of Craz, tome ot Guic- 
when he drew near the Country of Burgandy, ſent the Prince'of Orange {414ins der 
before him with'certain others to Digeoz, to perſiwade with the Citizens to rw, nc 
become the Kings Subjeds: which enterpriſe ſo well they atchieved by the compiled by 
faid Princes means, that the Town of Digeoz, and all the other places of -- —_— 
the Duchy of Burgundy, yielded to the King, Auſſonne and certain Caſtles the Prince of 
excepted, which held yer for the Lady of Burgandy. The King had promi- 9's Pede- 
ſed the Prince of Orange many goodly Eſtates, and to reſtore him to all his _—_ 
Grandfathers Inheritance inthe County of Burgundy : for the which he was 
in ſute with the Lords of Chauverguion his Uncles*, whom (as he ſaid) Duke *The old Co. 
Charles had favoured to his prejudice. For this cauſe had' been often Py hath Chaſ- 
pleaded before him with great ſolemnity, and once the Duke being acconi- ry monkey ; 

anied with a number of Lawyers, gave judgment againſt the Prince, at the Charmergnmn. 
jeaſt thus he reported : wherefore he forfook the Dukes ſervice, and went _— 
to the King. But Monſieur de Craz, after he was entred.into all theſe Towns and fo un. | 
above-mentioned , and had gotten into his hands all the beſt places that {oubredly —s 
ſhould deſcend' to the ſaid Prince by right of Inheritance, refuſed to yield for chafteau- 
them to him, notwithſtanding both the Kings Promiſe, and the ſaid Princes 2 was Bro- 
Requeſt, The King alſo wrote often to him about this matter without all tre 
colluſion, knowing that he much miſuſed the Prince : notwithſtanding he range. Gaguin. 
feared to diſpleaſe the ſaid de Crar, becauſe he had the charge of the whole 
Country, neither thought he that the Prince either would or could have 
cauſed the Country of Bxrgurdy to rebel, as afterward he did, at the leaſt 
the greateſt part thereof. But I will here leave theſe Burgyndiſh Atiairs, till 


another convenient place ſhall ſerve to fpeak thereof. 
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CHAR, IL 
How the King entertained the Engliſh men after the Death of Charles Duke of 


\ Burgundy, to the end they ſhould not hinder his Coxqueſt of the ſaid Dukes 


Dom71#101s. 


"Hoſe that hereafter ſhall read this Hiſtory, and happily underſtand the 
affairs both of this Realm and the Countries bordering upon it better 
than my ſelf, will marvel that ſince the Death of Duke Charles, I have hi- 
therto by the ſpace almoſt of one whole year made no mention of the Eng- 
liſh men, and will wonder thar they ſuffered the King to take the Towns bor- 
,  dering ſonear upon them, namely Arras, Bolloin, Ardres, and Hedix, with 
wy Lowe divers other Caſtles, and to lie ſo long with his Camp before Saint Omer”. 
Saint Omer,for BUt you ſhall underſtand that the-reaſon thereaf was, for that our King in 
the wing Wiſdom and Sence ſurmounted far Edward King of Ergland then raigning : 
valimkly 00 for notwithſtanding that the ſaid King Edward were a moſt valiant Prince, 
fended i. and had won in Exglazd eight or nine Battles; wherein he fought always 
on 26} wh ,, himſelf on foot greatly to his Renown 3 yet were theſe troubles but by fits, 
cap 9pag-410, 10 that his head was not continually buſicd in matters of ſtate : for imme- 
> 'dately afterthe Victory obtained, he returned to his former ſports and plea- 
ſures, till another ſtorm aroſe. For you ſhall underſtand, that when War be- 
ginneth in Exglazd, in ten days or leſs the one or the other getteth the Gar- 
land. But our affairs .in France paſſed not after that ſort, for beſides the War 
it ſelf, the King was forced to have an eye continually upon divers places, as 
well of his own Realm as of his Neighbours, but eſpecially by all means pof- 
 fibleto content the King of Exglard, and to entertain him by Ambaſſadors 
preſents and ſmooth words, to the end he ſhould not entermeddle with our 
affairs. For the King knew well the Engliſh men, as well Nobles and Com- 
mons, as the Clergy, to be naturally inclined to make War upon this Realm, 
aſwel under colour of the title they pretend thereunto; as alſo in hope of 
ain, For they truſt to have ever ſuch ſucceſs here as their Predeceſfors have 
had, whom God permitted to obtain in this Realm many great Victories, 
and large Dominion both in Normandy, and in Gxzerne, the which they had 
» Others wrice poſſeſſed by the ſpace of three hundred and fifty years*, when King Charles 
bur 295-005 the ſeventh firſt recovered, it. During the which time they inriched the 
96. and O- ; . f £ 
thers 299g, Realm of England with great ſpoils and much treaſure, that they got aſwel 
of the Princes and Noblemen of France, a great number of whom they took 
Priſoners 3. as alſo of the Towns and places which they ſubdued. Notwith- 
ſtanding they ſhould hardly have had ſuch ſucceſs in the King our Maſters 
time : he he would never have endangered his Eſtate in Battel as King 
Charles the Sixth did at Agincoxrt,where all the Nobility of France lighted 
on foot to fight with the Engliſhmen ; but would have proceeded more 
warily if the matter had come to execution, as you may perceive by the 
colts he held in ſending King Edward home. Wherefore the King well 
perceived that he muſt in any wiſe keep the King of Ezgland and his prin- 
cipal Servants his: Friends, whom he ſaw altogether inclined to quietneſs 
and very greedy of his money : for the which cauſe he payed duly at 
London the Penſion of fifty thouſand Crowns, which they called Tribute. 
And further, gave yearly ſixteen thouſand Crowns to the ſaid Kings prin- 
cipal Servants, whoſe names were theſe : the Lord Chancellor; the Ma- 
ſter of the Rolls who now is Chancellor; the Lord Haſtings Lord great 


Chamberlain, a man of ſingular wiſdom and vertue, and 1n great 
authority 
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Philip de Commines. 


authority with his Maſter, and not without cauſe, for he ever ſerved him, 


faithfully ;. Sir Thomas Montgomery; the Lord Howard, afterward Duke of 
Norfolk,and partaker with the wicked King Richard; the Maſter of the Horſe, 
called Mr. Cheiny; Mr. Challenger, and the Marquels Dorſet, the Queen of 
England Son by her firſt Husband. Further, he gave goodly Preſents to all 


the Embailadors that came to him, were their Meflages never fo ſharp and 


bitter, and ſent rhem home with ſuch goodly Words and Princely Rewards, 
that they returned well contented. And notwithſtanding that ſome of them 
underſtood that he did all this only to win time, the better to atchieve his 
Enterpriſe in the Conqueſt of the Duke of Bargandy's Dominions ;z yet 
winked they at it, becauſe of the great Riches they received at his Hands. 
To all theſe above-named he gave beſides their Penftons, many goodly Pre- 
ſents, ſo largely, that the Lord Howard, over and above his Penſion, received 
of him in lets than two years ſpace, in Money and Plate, 24000 Crowns. To 
the Lord Haſtings allo, Lord Great Chamberlain of Exgland, he gave at one 
time a Preſent of Plate to the value of 10000 Marks. The Acquittances of 
all which Great Perfonages are yet to be ſeen in the Chamber of Accompts 
at Parzs, ſave of the Lord Haſtings, Lord Great Chamberlain of Ergland, 
which 1s an high Othice, for there is never but one alone in 1t. This Lord 
Chamberlain was long laboured before he would become the Kings Penſio- 
ner, my ſclf being the only Man that perfwaded him thereunto. For I wan 
him firſt to Charles Duke of Burgnndy's Friend(hip, during the time I ferved 
him, who gave him yearly a Penſion of 1000 Crowns ; whereof when [ 
had advertiſed the King, he would in like manner that I ſhould bea means to 
make him his Friend and Penfioner : for in times paſt, during Duke Charles 
his life, and after his death alſo in favour of the Lady of Burgundy, he had 
always becn the Kings extreme Enemy, and travelled once to perſwade the 
King of Exg/and to aid the faid Lady againſt the King our Maſter. I began 
this Friend(hip by Letters,and the King gave him a Penſion of 2000 Crowns, 
which was double the Sum he received of the Duke. Further, the King fenr 
to him one of the Stewards of his Houle, called Peter Cleret, charging him 
to bring with him the ſaid Lord Chamberlains Acquittance, to the end here- 
after it might appear that the Great Chamberlain, Chancellor, Admiral, and 
Maſter of the Horſe of Exgland, befides divers others, had been the Frexch 
Kings Penſioners. The ſaid Peter Cleret was a wile Fellow, and communed 
privily alone with the Lord Chamberlain,at his Lodging in Londeyx ; where, 
after he had declared his Meſſage from the King, he preſented him his 2000 
Crowns in Gold (for the King never gave bur Gold to Strangers) which 
Money when the Lord Chamberlain had received, Peter Cleret humbly be- 
ſought him for his diſcharge to give him an Acquittance; wherein the ſaid 
Lord Chamberlain made difficulty. Thea Cleret deſired him to give him 


only a Letter of three Lines to the King,to teſtifie the receipt of the Money, 


leſt the King, being a ſuſpicious Prince, ſhould think that he had converted 
it to his own uſe. Which reaſonable demand the Lord Chamberlain hear- 
ing, anſwered thus : Sir, you require but reaſon 5 but this Gift proceedeth of 
tbe King your Maſters Liberality, not of my Requeſt : if it pleaſe you that I 
ſhall recerve it, put it here into my Sleeve « and other Letter or Teſtimonial 
get you none of me: for T will not for my part that any Man foal fey: that 
the Lord Great Chamberlain of England hath beer Penſtoner to the French 
King,nor that my Acquittances be ng in bis Chaniber of Accompts. Where- 
unto the ſaid Cleret replied not, but departed, leaving the Money behind 
him; and at his return made report thereof to the King, who was not a little 


diſpleaſed with him, for that he brought no Acquittance : but as touching 
the 
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The Sixth Book of 


the ſaid Chamberlain, he commended and eſteemed him more than all the 
King of England's other Servants, and his Penſion was ever after paid with- 
out Acquittance. 


After this ſort lived the King with the Frgliſhmen. Notwithſtanding the | 


King of Ergland was oftentimes earneſtly preſſed by this young Princeſs 
for Aid, and therefore ſent Embaſſadors often to negotiate with the King 
our Maſter about theſe Afairs, defiring him to grant her either Peace or 
Truce. Now you ſhall underſtand, That thoſe that were at the debating of 
theſe Matters in Exglard, eſpecially in their Parliament, (which 1s an Aflem- 
bly of the Three Eſtates, where divers Wiſe Men were preſent, that ſmelt 
our diflimulation afar off, and received no Penſion of the King, as the others 
did) were very deſirous, and yet the Commons of the Realm more deſirous, 
that the King of Frgland ſhould ſend Aid without farther delay to the ſaid 
Lady; ſaying, That we here did but abuſe them, and that the Marriage 
ſhould never be accompliſhed; alledging, Thar at the Treaty made at Pzc- 
quigny between the two Kings, we had faithfully ſworn and promiſed, That 
the King of Exeland's Daughter, whom they already called The Lady Daul- 
phineſs, ſhould be ſent for into France within a year z which term was now 
long expired. But what Reaſons ſoever the Subjects made, the King would 


' give no ear thereunto, but alledged divers Reaſons to the contrary. And 


to ſay the truth, he was a very corpulent Man, and much given to Pleaſures ; 
neither could his Body endure the toil of the Wars. Further, he had wound 
himſelf out of great Troubles, and was loth to enter into them again. The 
covetouſneſs alſo of the 50000 Crowns, yearly paid him in the Tower of 
London, qualified his mind. Beſides all this, his Embaſſadors that came hi- 
ther were ſo courteouſly entertained, and fo well rewarded, that they de- 
parted ever well contented: but they never received any reſolute Anſwer 
for the King ſought only to protract the time, ever ſaying, That ere it were 
long he would ſend to the King their Maſter certain Noblemen, with ſuch 
aſlurance of thoſe Matters he ſtood in doubt of, as he knew well could con- 
tent him. According to the which Promiſe, within three Weeks or a Month 
after theſe Embaſſadors departure, ſometime more, fometime le(s, (which 
was no ſmall delay in ſuch a caſe) he uſed to ſend Embaſſadors to the King 
of England; but at every Voyage ſundry Men, to the end that if the for- 
mer had made any Overture not performed, the latter might plead ignorance, 
therein. They alſo that were ſent, perſwaded ſo well the King of England 
that we meant nothing but good faith,” that he lay ſtill, and never ſtirred : 
for both he and the Queen his Wife ſo much defired this Marriage, that part- 
ly for this cauſe, and partly for the other Reaſons above-alledged, he was 
content to wink at this War, which ſome of his Council told him plainly 
to be very prejudicial to his Realm. But he feared the breach of this Mar- 
riage, becauſe Men began already to ſcoff at it in E-glarnd, eſpecially ſuch as 
died Rebellion and Civil War. Now to diſcourlſea little upon this Point. 
You ſhall underſtand, that the King our Maſter never meant to accomplith 
this Marriage, becauſe there was no equality between the age of the two Par- 
ties; for King Edward's Daughter, at this preſent Queen of England, was 
much elder than the Dazlphiz now reigning. But by theſe diflimulations a 
Month or two was gained in running to and fro, by which means the King 


foded forth his Enemy one whole Summer, wherein he might have done him » 


harm. For undoubtedly, if the King of Exgland had not hoped upon this 
Marriage, he would never have ſuffered the King to take the Places border- 


Ing ſo near upon the Ezgliſh Dominions, but have ſought to defend them: 


and if at the beginning he had declared himſelf for the Lady of Burgundy, 
the 
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Philip. de Commines, 

the King, who was by nature timerous, and would put nothing in adven- 
ture, had never weakned this Houſe of Burgundy as he hath. 

Thus much I write, chiefly, to ſhew how theſe Afﬀairs paſſed ; and ſecon- 
darily,to the end that if hereafter thoſe that are to manage great Afeairs hap- 

nto read this Hiſtory, they may thereby learn how to help themſelves 
1n the like caſe: for be their Wiſdom never ſo great, yet a ſmall Advertiſe- 
ment doth good many times. . True it is, that if this Lady of Burgund 
would have conſented to marry the Lord AKivers, the Queen of Po, na 
Brother, ſhe ſhould have been aided with great force : but this had been an 
unequal Match ; for he was but a poor Earl, and ſhe one of the greateſt In- 
heritors in her time. Many Practices were entertained between the Kings of 
France and England; and amongſt others, the King offered him, That if he 
would joyn with him, and paſs over in Perſon into the Lady of Burgandies 


Countries, he would becontented that the King of E-gland ſhould hold the 


Country of Flanders without Homage, and alſo the Duchy of Brabant ; of- 
fering further, to conquer for him, at his proper Coſts and Charges, four of 
the greateſt Towns in Brabazt, and to put them 1nto the King of Exgland's 
hands; to wage him 10000 Engliſhmen for four Months,to the end he might 
the better ſuſtain the Charge of the Wars; and to lend him great ſtore of 
Artillery, and Men and —_ to convey it, and attend upoa it, with this 
Condition, That the King of England thould conquer the Countrey of 
Flanders, during the time the King .our Maſter invaded on the other fide. 
Whereunto the King of Exgland made anſwer, That the Towns of Flanders 
were ſtrong and great z and both that Country, and alſo the Country of 
Brabant, hard tobe kept, if they were conquered: adding further, That this 
War liked not the Engliſhmen, becaule of their ances, with thoſe Conn- 
tries : But ſeeing it pleaſed; the King to make him partaker of his Conqueſt, 
if he would give him certain Towns he had already conquered in Picardie 
as Bolloin, and divers others which he named, he would then be contented 


to declare himſclf for him, and ſend Men to ſerve him, if he woyld pay 


them: Which was a very wile Anſwer, 


CHAP. IL 


How the Marriage between the Lady of Burgundy and Maximilian Duke 
-of Auſtrich, afterwards Ewperonr, was coucluded and accompliſhed. 


T \Ivers Prafices were entertained (as before you have heard) between 
| theſe two Kings, to delay time; but in the mean while the Lady of 
Burgundies Force (till diminiſhed ; for of thoſe few Men that remained 
alive after her Fathers death, divers revolted from her to the King, eſpeci- 
ally after Monſieur de Cordes was entred into his Service ; for he led awa 
a great Troop with him. Others neceſſity forced toſhrigk from her, becauſe 
they dwelt cither within the Towns the King had already conquered, os 
near unto them. Some alſo put themſelves 1ato his Seryice to be enriched; 
for no Prince dealt ſo liberally with his Men, as the King our Maſter did- 
Moreover, Civil Dilſentians and Factions among themſelves increaſed daily 
in the great Towns, eſpecially in Gax#t, which bare the greateſt {way in the 
Country, as you have heard. For the Lady of Bareandy, divers Marriag 
were mentioned; for all Men were of opinion, that either ſhe muſt p__ 
a Husband to defend that ſhe yet held, or marry the Dauphin, thereby quis 
etly to poſſeſs all. Some deſired greatly that this Marriage might take ef 
fe, ſhe her ſelf eſpecially, before the King delivered the Letters above- 
| mentioned, 
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mentioned, ſent unto him by her Chancellor, and the Lord of Himberconryt: 
But others difallowed of this Marriage, both becauſe of the ſaid Darlphins 
young age (for he was but nine years old) and alſo becauſe of the Marriage 
promiſed 11 England ; and theſe laboured for the Duke of Cleve's Son. 


- Others there were that travelled for the Emperor's Son Maximilian, now 


King of Romans. The ſaid Lady had conceived extreme hatred againſt the 
King, for the delivery of the Letters above-mentioned, which was the only 
caule of the two Noblemens death, and of the diſhonour ſhe received 


-when her Letters were openly re-delivered her before the Aſſembly, where- 


'of you have heard. Further, the delivery of the ſaid Letters ſeemed alſo to 
be the only occafion that moved them of Gaunt to baniſh ſo many of her 
Servants from her, to remove from about her her Mother-1n-law, and the 


Lord of Ravaſtairn, and to put her Women in ſuch fear, that they durſt not 


open a Letter before they of Gaunt had ſeen it, nor commune with their 


Miſtreſs in her ear. Wherefore ſhe began now to remove from about her 


the Biſhop of Liege, who was of the Houſe of Boxrboz, and an earneſt Suj- 
ter for her Marriage with the Daulphiz, which ſure had been a very honou- 


Table Match for her, had not the ſaid: Daulphin been ſo young, notwithſtand. 
d Biſhop depart- 


ing the Biſhop had no regard thereof.” To be ſhort, the ſai 
<d' to Liege, whereupon every Man gave over that Suit. 


labour in the end: wherefore every Man forbare to ſpeak therein. Not- 


withſtanding, before her Marriage was fully concluded, there was an Afſem- Z 
bly held about it, whereat the Lady of Ha/evin, the Princeſs of Burgundies Þ 
principal Woman, was preſent ; who ſaid (as I have heard reported) That þ 


they had need of a Man, not a Child; and that her Miſtreſs was a Woman 


grown, and able to bear Children, which ſhould be the only ſtay of the : 


Country. This Opinion took place, notwithftanding ſome blamed this Lady 
for ſpeaking: thus frankly ; but others commended her, faying, That ſhe had 


ſpoken bur of ſach Marriage as was moſt neceſſary for the Eſtate of the Þ| 
Country. There was now no more to do, but to find a fit Man. AndI think | 


verily, if it had ſo pleaſed the King, ſhe would willingly have married the 
Lord of Argouleſme that now 1s®3 ſo much deſired ſhe to continue her Al- 


Carle! Duke 1;3nce with the Houſe of France. But God was minded to make another 


of Angouleſme, 
Farher to King 


Francs the 
firſt, 


Match, whereof peradventure the ſequel is yet unknown. Notwithſtanding 
this weare ableto ſay, by that is already paſt, That of the ſaid Marriage 
many great Wars have ariſen both here and there, which perchance had ne- 
ver hapned if ſhe had married the Lord of Argouleſme: whereas, by reaſon 
of this other Match, both the Countries of Flanders and Brabant have ſuft- 
fered great afflictions. The Duke of Cleves was at Gaunt with the ſaid Lady, 
making Friends there, in hope to conclude a Marriage between her and his 
Son : but ſhe had no fanſite thereunto; for both ſhe, and thoſe that were 
about her, miſhked much his Sons Conditions. Wherefore ſome began to 
motion a Marriage between her and the Emperors Son,now King of Romans, 
the which 1p times paſt had been fo far forth treated of between the Empe- 
rour and Duke Charles, that it was concluded between them two. Further, 
the Emperor had a Letter, written with the Ladies own hand, by her Fa- 
thers Commandment, and a Ring ſet with a Diamond : the Contents of the 
which Letter were, That according to the pleaſure of her Lord and Fa- 
ther, ſhe promiſed to the ſaid Duke of Auſtrich the Emperor's Son, to ac- 


_compliſhthe Marriage concluded between both their Parents, in ſuch man- 


ner and form as her ſaid Lord and Father ſhould appoint. 
[So From 


| It had been hard Þ 
to deal inthis Buſineſs to the contentation of all Parties; and I think who- © 
ſo ſhould have intermedled in it, ſhould have had but ſmall thank for his Þ* 
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Philip de Commines. 
| From the Emperour came certain Ambaſſadours to the ſaid Lady being at 
Gaunt, who received Letters at Braxels, commanding them to ſtay there, be- 
cauſe Commiſſioners ſhould be ſent thither to treat with them, which was 
the Duke of Cleves doing, who was loth of their coming,and ſought to ſend 
them home diſcontented. But the ſaid Ambaſſadours paſſed forth that not- 
withſtanding, for they had good intelligence in the Ladies Court, eſpecially 
with theDowager of Burgurdy,who was removed from the ſaid Lady,as you 
have heard, becauſe ofthe Letter abovementioned. She advertiſed them (as 
it was reported) that they ſhould not ſtay at Bruxels notwithſtanding theſe 


Letters, inſtructing them further what they ſhould do at their coming to 


Gaunt ; and afluring them that the ſaid Lady and divers about her were well 
diſpoſed to their ſute. The Emperours Ambaſſadors followed her advice,and 
rid ſtraight to Gaxrt,notwithſtanding the meſſage abovementioned. Where- 
with the Duke of Cleves Was not a little diſcontented; but he was not ac- 
quainted with the diſpoſition of the ſaid Lady and her Women. The Coun- 
ſel concluded that theſe Ambaſſadors ſhould have audience, and their Meſ- 
ſage being heard, the Princeſs ſhould bid them heartily welcom,and tell them 
that ſhe would take advice with her Counſel, which words being uttered, 
ſhe would withdraw her ſelf without further communication. Whereunto 
ſhe agreed. The Ambaſladors when Audience was given them, preſented 
their Letrers and declared their Meſſage, which was, that her marriage had 
been concluded between the Emperour and the Duke of Burgundy her Fa- 
ther with her conſent ; as appeared both by her Letters written with her 
own hand which they there ſhewed, and alſo by the Diamond which they 
faid ſhe had ſent and given in token of marriage. Moreover,the ſaid Anibal: 


ſadours required her on their Maſters behalf, that it would pleaſe her to ac- 


compliſh the ſaid marriage according to the will and promiſe both of her ſaid 
Lord and Father, and alſo of her ſelf. Further, deflting her to declare be- 
fore the Aflembly there preſent, whether ſhe had written the ſaid Letter or 
not, and whether ſhe meant to-perform her promiſe. Whereunto the ſaid 
Lady. without further deliberation anſwered, that ſhe had ſent the ſaid Dia- 
mond, and written the Letter by the commandment of herLord and Fa- 
ther, and would perform all that was contained therein. Then the Ambaſ- 
fadors gave her humblethanks, and returned with joyful minds to their lodg- 
ing. But the Duke of Cleves was highly diſpleaſed with this anſwer, being 
clean contrary to her Councils refolution, and told her that ſhe had done 


unadvifedty.. Whereunto ſhe anſwered, that ſhe could do no-otherwiſe 
becauſe her promiſe was paſt; which ſhe would not break. Whicti words © 


the Duke hearing , and: knowing diyers abont her' to be of the ſame opi- 
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nion : determined ſoon after to returnhome into his-own Country and re- © ', 
liaquiſh his ſute. Thus was' this marriage concluded, for the accompliſh- , .: 
ment whereof Duke Maximilian came'to Coler , * where certain of the + - -* 


Ladies Servants'met him, and brought-him money, whereof F think they 


found him bare enough: -for his Father was the hardeſt man,either Prince or + 


private man, that lived in his time. The ſaid Emperours Son being accom- 
panied with ſeven or eight hundred Horſe, was conveyed to: Gaunt, 
where the Marriage was accompliſhed, which at the firſt was more unpro-. 
fitable than profitable to the Ladies Subjeds ; for the Almains inſtead of 
bringing money with them, had money given them. Their number was” 
not ſuthcient to withſtand the Kings Forces, and their conditions agreed 
not with her Subjects manners.: for they lived under rich Princes which 
gave goodly Offices, kepr honourable and pompous Houſes, bothin Furniture: 
and Fare,and had ſumptuous Apparel both for themſelves and their _—_— ; 
S Due 
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but the Alzrains ate of a clean contrary diſpoſition, for they are rude fe]. 
lows, and live groſly. | | | 5 

{ doubt not but that by ſage arid wiſc advice, arid by the ſpecial grace of 
God, the Law Salick was ordained in France which barreth Women from 
the Crown, to the end the Realm fall not into the hands of a ſtrange Prince 
and Nation. For neither the French men nor any other people, can eaſily 
digeſt the Government of a Stranger. And to ſay the truth, there is na 
great Seigniory, bur in the end theDominion thereof remaineth to the naty- 
ral Countrymen, as appeareth by the Realm of Frarce, a great part whereof 
the Engliſh men poſſeſſed the ſpace of four hundred years; and yet now 
hold nothing therein bur Calice, and two little Caſtles, the defence whereof 
coſteth them yearly a great ſum of money : the reſt they loſt much ſooner 
than they wan; for they loſt more in one day, than they got in a year. The 
ſe]lf-ame appeareth alſo by the Realm of Naples, the Ifle of $7c:ly, and the 
other Provinces poſleſled by the French many years, where now is no me- 
morial of their being there, ſave only their Anceſtors Graves, For notwith- 
ſtanding that men may away with a ſtrange Prince being wiſe, and accom- 
panied with a ſmall Train well diſpoſed; yet can they hardly digeſt a great | 
number of Strangers : for if the Prince bring with him a great multitude, | 
or ſend for great Forces upon occaſion of Wars, quarrels will arife be- | 
tween them and the ſubjects of the Country, becauſe of the diverſity of 
their manners and conditions, and becauſe they will not forbear to offer | 
the ſubjects wrong, and are not beloved as the natural Country-men be: 
which inconvenience then happeneth, eſpecially when Strangers ſeek to 
have the higheſt Offices and Eſtates, and the Government of the affairs in 
the Common-wealth. Wherefore a Prince that goeth into a ſtrange Coun- 
try,had need to be wiſe and careful in ſetting all things in good order : for 
if he Jack this vertue of Prudence, which proceedeth eſpecially of the 
grace of God, whatſoever other good parts be in him, all is hee loſt; 
and if he live a Mans Age, both he and thoſe that live under him ſhall 
taſte of- great troubles, eſpecially in his old Age, when his Subje&s and 
Servants deſpair of amendment. 

After this marriage above rehearſed was accompliſhed, their affairs 
amended not, for the Princes were both very young, and Duke 2/4xizz7ilian 
for his part ſimple and of ſmall underſtanding, as well becauſe of his young 
> Maximilian - years Þ, as alſo for that he was in a ſtrange Country, and utterly unacquain- 
was born We ted in his education with any matter of ſtate. Laſtly, he wanted force ſuf- 


. of March : 
head. and chis ficient for any great exploit, ſo that for theſe cauſes theſe Countries fell into 


marriage = great miſeries, wherein they yet remain and are like to remain. Sure it is a 
pliſhe | , , 
indugnft 1479. grievous Plague when a Province is forced tofeek a ſtrange Prince to govern 
TarrodaB dc it, Wherefore God hath ſhewed great grace to the Realm of Frazce by 
that he was the Law abovementioned, which barreth Women from the Crown : for b 
eighteen years ſuch marriages with ſtrangers a private Houſe (1 confeſs) may be inriched, 
—- fix but to a great Realm ſuch as this, many inconveniencies ſhould thereof 
he was mar- Inſue. Soon after this marriage accompliſhed, or while they were treatin 
ried. thereof : the King wan the RC of Artois. It ſuffticeth meto hs 
the ſubſtance of theſe affairs, and if I fail otherwhiles in the exact compu- 
tation of the time a month or two, I truſt the Readers will hold me excu- 
ſed. The Kings good ſuccels daily increaſed ; for no man withſtood him, 
by means whereof he wan every day ſome place or other, unleſs truce or 
| ſome overture of peace were made : which notwithſtanding could never be 
brought to concluſion, becauſe both the parties were waadde. Where- 


fore the War continued ſtill, Duke 4/aximzlian,and the Lady of _— 
| ha 
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had iffue the firſt year Archduke Philip now living*. The ſecond year they ©This is #6itip 


. Farhcr io the 
had a Daughter called Margaret now our Queen , The third yearthey had Empercurs ; 
a Son named Francis, of Francis Duke of Britain”, who Chriſtned him. The Cures the 
fourth year (ſhe died f with a fall from her Rorſes, or of an Ague: buttrue + <p 


it is that ſhe fell, and ſome ſaid ſhe was with Child. Her Death was a great. was t.orm the 


loſs to her Subjccts, for ſhe was.a vertuous and liberal Lady, wcll beloved of —_—— 
} Ve wo” 


her people,and more reverenced and feared of them than her Husband; and eq th- 25. of 


no marvel, for ſhe was Lady of the Land. She loved her Husband entirely ng 
£0090, 


well, and was well reported of all men. She died in the Year 1482. THe «Thi; 1arca- 


King held in Hainault the Towns of 21u2ſnoi-le Counte, and Bouchain, the ret is ſhe ; 
which he reſtored again, whereat divers wondred, conſidering that he _ om 


ſeemed not deſirous of Peace, but rather to take all, and leave this Houle her Fathers 
of Burgundy nothing. And ſure I think ifhe could eaſily have diſperſed and vill berroatn- 


- "IO EW: . ed to Kin 
given away all the Seigniories thereof, he would utterly have deſtroyed it charles we 


indeed. But two cauſes there were, as he afterwards told me, that moved VII. _— 
mines writetn, 


him to render theſe places : the one he ſaid thata King ought to make more j, this gooks 
account of places of force and defence within his own Realm, where he 1s og. The 
anointed and ſacred, than of thoſe that were out of his Realm as theſe SG. 


two were. The other was becauſe of the ſolemn Oath and League that is accompliſhed 


between the Kings of Fraxce and the Emperours, that they ſhall not in- **< marriage 
with her, bur 


croach the one upon the other, and theſe places above-mentioned were heing grown 


ſituate in the Empire, and were reſtored the year 1477. The ſame cauſe - = , 
"i" eſtate, ſent her 


moved him to leave Cambray alſo, and to reſtore it to neutrality, and to j,me:o her 


ſay the truth, they received him into the Town under that condition. Father as Cum 

| | mines writeth, 
lib. 9. cap. 3. Afterward ſhe married the Prince of Caftile as is mentioned, /16. 8. cap. 19. and laſtly, Philibert Duke of Sa- 
woy. She was born anno 1480. de la Marche. ©. This Francis was born 1481. Introda#. de la Marche, he died a Child, and 
another Son alſo,as other Hiſtoriographers reporr, named George. *. Or rather the fifth, for ſhe was married ann: 1477 and 
dicd 1482. as our Authour in the 5. Chapter of this Book reporteth. She was born anno 1457. and King Lewis Chrilined 
ir, Mayer Annal Burgh. ® She died the ſecond of March, an. 1482. by reaſon that through Womanly baſhfulneſs ſhe would 
;.2t tuffer her thigh which was broken with the fall from her Horſe to be Cured, bur choſe rather to die, 


CHAP. IV. 


How King Lewis by the rondud of Charles of Amboiſe his Lieutenant, reco- 
vered divers Towns in Burgundy, which the Prince of Orenge had cauſed 
to revolt from hin. 


HE War endured ſtill in Burenndy,where the King could not atchieve 
his enterpriſe, becauſe the Prince of Orenge being revolted from him, 


was made Lieutenant of the Burgundians, and had ſome aid of the Almains 

for his money, but not in favour of Duke Maximilian + for as touching 

him, there never came man into the Country for his ſervice, at the leaſt du- , ; - .. - 
ring the time Inow write off, But theſe Almains were certain Bands of tn 
Swiſſers that ſerved the Prince of Orenge as Adventurers, not as Ad4ximi-* This Sigif- | 


lians waged Souldiers : for the Swiſſers are not friends, nor Well-willers of _ _ 
Cie hn AX=- 


the Houle of Auſtrich - other aid this County of Burgundy had little, not- jnilian, as 0- 


withſtanding enough it might have had if their payment had been good. And «her — 
| report, but 


as touching aid, no man might better have given it than Duke Sigiſmnnd cc co 


of Auſtrich, Duke Maximilians Uncle ', whoſe Dominions bordered upon man ro his 
thele Countries of Burgandy,cſpecially in the County of Ferette,which a few Father, for 
rneſtus Fa- 


years betore Þ he ſold for 100000. Gildons, to Charles Nuke of Burgundy, ther to the 


and took it aftcrwards again without paying back the money <, by the - oats y 1 
. PEO Þ rederich, 

Fredericuy Senior this Duke Sigiſmunds Father were Brethren, Sons to Leopold Duke of Auſtrich, ſlain in Battel by the Swi 

ſers, anno 1386, *, Others write, that the money was paid to a Merchant of Bafil to the Duke of Burgundies uſe, and 


the payment ſignified to the (aid Duke, who would not accept it unleſs it were paid at Bezanzon. 
S 2 which 
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which Title he yet poſſeſicth it, He was a man of ſmall wiſdom, and little 
regarding his honour, and 1n ſuch friends men tind bur ſmall relief, Further, 
he was one of thoſe rinces abovementioned, that underſtand nothing of 
their own affairs further than it pleaſeth their Servants to acquaint 
them with, who areever plagued for their bealtlinels 1n their Ape, as this 
Duke $7ig; ſmund was. For his Servants during theſe Wars, made him take 
part with whom they liſted; ſothat for the molt part he joined with the King 
our Maſtcr againſt his Nephew, and would have given his inheritance bein 
very large from his own Kindred to a ſtrange Houle: for he never had Child, 
notwithſtanding that he were twice married. But now within theſe three 
months by the perſwaſion of another faction of his Servants, he had con- 
veizhe:] a preſent Eſtate of his whole Patrimony to the ſaid Maximilian his 
Nephew, King of Rowars, reſerving to himlelt a Penſion only amounting to 
the third part of his Revenues, without any further power or authority in 
the Country. But (as I have heard) he hath often repented him thereof ; 
and if I have heard a lie, yet it is like enough to betrue. Suchis the end of 
all Princes that live like Beaſts, agatnlt whom I 1inveigh thus vehemently, 
becauſe of the great office and charge that God hath given them in this 
World. Notwithſtanding, thole thar are berett >t their wits, ought to be 
free from all rerroach; but ſure thole that have good wits and healthful Bo- 
dies,and yet imploy their time in nothing but folly and idleneſs,are not to be 
moaned when any misfortune falleth upon them : as on the otherſide thoſe 
that ſpend their time according to their Age, ſometime in wiſdom and 
counſe], and ſomerime in honeſt recreation, are greatly to be commended, 
and happy be the ſubjects that live under ſuch a rrince. | 
This War in Bargandy endured long, becauſe of the Sw;ſſers ſmall aid 
abovementioned: notwithſtanding the kings Force was much too ſtrong 
for them : beſides, that the Burgundians lacked money :; for the which 
cauſe the Garriſons that were in the ſtrong places turned by intelligence. 
Monſieur de Crar, the Kings Lieutenant there, laid the Siege before Dolle, 
the chief City of the County of Burgandy, the Force within it being ſo 
ſmall, that he deſpiſed it, which turned to his loſs: for they fallied forth, 
and aflaulted him on a ſudden, and took parr of his Artillery, and flew cer- 
tain of his men, which was a great dithonour to him, and put him alſo in- 
to the Kings diſgrace, who being troubled with this accident, determined 
to ſend a new Governour into Burgnndy, partly becauſe of his misfortune, 
and partly becauſe of the grear pillings and pollings the faid de Crar had 
uſed in the Country, which were indeed too exceſlive. Notwithſtanding be- 
fore his departure he overthrew a Band of Almains and Burgundians, and 
*This was the took Priſoner Monſieur de Chaſteauguton 4, the greateſt Lord in Burgundy. 
- or of 0- Other exploit none was done that I have heard of, notwithſtanding the re- 
ther, who port went, that the ſaid de Crazr behaved himſelf there very valiantly, as 
> phe 7 touching his own perſon. The King (as before I faid) determined for the 
Morfienr de reaſons above alledged, to place a new Governour in Burgundy, not dimi- 
Cran held be- nithing any whit of the ſaid de Crars Profits, Offices, or Eſtates, ſave only 
forc Gy, where e - > : 
he had befieg. £2at he took from him all his men of Arms, except half a dozen, ora dozen 
ed the ſaid Archers, left to accompany him home. This Monſieur de Craz was a very 
+ mn the fg groſs man, and willingly departed to his own Houſe, where he lived at eaſe. 
him were ſlain The King placed 1n his room Maſter Charles of Amboiſe, Lord of Chaumont, 
+ Is hun- 1 yaliant, wile, and diligent Gentleman. Moreover, he practiſed to win 
all the Almains that made War againſt him in Burgandy, to his ſervice, 
not ſo much to uſc their help, as thereby to conquer the eaſilier the reſt 
of - the Country, The King ſent alſo to the $wiſſers, whom he called the 
Lords 
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Lords of theſe Almain Leagues, making them many goodly offers; for he 
promiſed a yearly Penſion of 20c06.Franks. ©to their Towns, which be four, 
Bern, Lucerne, Zurich, and 1think Fribourg was the fourth. 'Their Cantons porceth the(e 
alſo, as I ſappoſe, received part of this Penſion, which be three Villages ſi- 40000-Franks 
tuate in the Mountains, namely $wife, (whereof the'whole Country is na- 2 peviorens, 
med 3) Soleurre and Ordreval; other 20c0. Franks he promiſed yearly to opinion it 
the ſaid S7//ers Governolits,/ and to certain particular men''that ſhould neva 
farther his attairs. Moreovef! he enrolſethimſclf one of their Burgeſles, and 4; 72 
deſired to be” their principal Confederate, and to'have WritltiO thereof gz 
wherei: though they made ſome difficulty at the firſt, becauſe the Duke of. 
$4004 had ever been their chitfConfedetatezyet in the end they granted him - 
his demands, and promifed'to ſerid continually to his ſervice 6000. men un- 


e Before lib.e, 


j + $ 

Fel # 

* $© 
=— 


der this condition, that their eftertatnifient ſhould be monthly four Gil- 72D 


-. 


dons and a half' which Band continued'ih pay till the Kings Deathf, A poor © when theſe 


Swiſſers be- © 


Prince had not been able to do this, but ſure it turned uo. to the Kings mn. har 
profit, though in'the end I think it will be their deſtruftion. For now entercained, 
they flow ſo with money, eſpecially with gold (wherewith before they were Fe ec 
unxcquainted)-that they are' ready'to fall at variance among themſelves, er; caſlea, 
otherwiſe no man ſhould be able to annoy them. For their Country is ſo which was 
poor, and fo fall of Mountains, and themſelves ſo good Souldiers, that 2-0. 
w would ſeek'ro invade them. Afﬀter'theſe Treaties were ended; and all 
the Almaitrin Furgundy Won to the Kings Service, the Burgundians Force 
Was ctean broken. 'To be lhort, after divers new enterpriſes atchieved by 
the Goveraour, the Lord of Ehanmont, the beſieged Rochfort a Caſtle near 
to Dole, detended by Maſter Clarde'dt Vauldray, and yielded by compo- 
fition.' Afterward he beſieged the'Town of Dolle, from the Siege whereof 
at moet offtice' was raiſed! (as before you have heard) and 
took it by aflault.. The report was, that ſome of theſe 414395 Hately re- 
ceiyed into the Kings'Service, thought to have'entred the Town'to defend 
it ; but ſo many Frank Archers throhged in with them, not underſtanding 
their Treafon, but only for defire of gain, that aftet they were once en- 
tred, they fell all to the ſpoil, and burned and deſtroyed the Town. A few 
days after the 'taking whereof, the Governour' beſieged ' Auſſprne a very 
firong Town,,” but he'had good intelligence withm'it. And before he 
brought the'Siege thither, he writ to the King, deliring that” the' offices of 
the Then might be beſtowed upon certain whom he named : which requeſt 
was forthwith 'granted.* Although Þ were not preferit at theſe ations, yet 
vnderſtoot 4 vn, borh'by' the repdfts'made'theteof w——_ and 
alfo by the Letters written to him”; Which &frentimes my {elPperufed*to 
make anſiver. thereunto by his commandment. The Force withitt Auſſozwe 
was but ſmall, and the Captains had intelligence with the Governour, by means 
whereof within five or ſix days the place was yielded. Thus was all Burgundy 
Conquered\\ſay&three or f6ur Caſtles fitutate upori'the Mountains; namely 
ten, and certain others, and the Town'0f Beza#ſor which is imperial,” hot 
ſubje& to the County of Burenndy, but environed therewith 3 and therefore 
at the commandment of the Prince thereof, The Governour entred into it 
for the King, and came forth again ; they of the Town doing'unto him all 
ſuch fervices,'as they were accuſtomed in times paſt to do tothe Princes of 
Burgundy. Thus was all Burgundy ſubdued by the Governours great dili- 
rence, Whereutito' the King earneſtly (prefled him, doubting that he would. 
leave ſome place unconquered, to the end his help 'might be needed there 
{till, ad he not be called from thence to ſerve the King 1n ſome other place; 
For Burgundy 18a fruitful Country, bo diſpoſed as of his TY 
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Man and Man: for to that part which he meancth to prote& and defend, he | 


not. The ſelf ſame day. that the Governour went to. beſiege a little beg- | 
gerly Town called Yerduz, being well informed of the ſtate thereof: theſe Bur. þ 
gundians entred there, minding to put themſelves into Bearne. They were Þ 
600. choice men, Horlemen and Footmen, partly Almainrs, and partly of | 
the County of Ferette, led by certain expert Gentlemen of Burguzdy, of the | 
which $7#20z of 2xizgy was one. But they ſpent time at Verdun, while they Þ. 
might have entred into Beaure, which the Governor could never have re- |: 
covered, if they had once been within it. But for lack of good Counſe), they | 


ſtaid a night too long in Yerdur, where they were beſieged and taken by af- | 


fault. Afterward Beaune was alſo beſieged, and all that was loſt, recovered, | 
ſince the which time our Enemies were never of any Force in Burgundy. I | 
was at this preſent in the Country with the Kings Penſioners (as you have | 
: heard) from whence the King revoked me, becauſe of a certain letter writ- 
ten to him, wherein he was advertiſed that I forbare to lodge pur men of 
Arms in certain Burgeſlſes Houſes of Dyioz. This with another ſmall ſuſpi- 
cion conceived of me cauſed him ſuddenly to ſend me to Florence : to 
which his commandment I obeyed as reaſon was, and departed ſo ſoon as I 
had my diſpatch. % 


CHAP. V. 


How Monſieur de Argenton during theſe Wars of the nag 4 of Burgundy, 
was ſent to Florence, and how he receiveth homage of the Duke of Milan 


in the Kings name for the Dutchy of Genua. 
M great Houſes, very famous in thoſe days, the one the Houſe of 2c- 

dicis,the other the Houſe of Pace, the which Pace? by the ſuppor- 
tation of the Pope and Ferrarde King of Naples,thought to have ſlain Law- 
rence of Medicis, and all his Adherents : notwithſtanding of him they 
| failed 5 but his Brother Fuliaz they flew in the great Church of Fl-- 
rence, and with him one called Francis Noly, a Servant of this Houſe 


of Aedicis, who ſtepped forth before the ſaid Fuliaz to ſave him. Lau- 
rence 


Y Voyage into 7taly was about a quarrel that aroſe between two 
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Lamrebce de Medicis being ſore hiirt, retired into the Veſtry of the Church; 
the Doors whereof are of Copper, and wete made by his Fathers Command» 
ment. A Servant whom he delivered out of Priſon but two days before, 
did him good ſervice that day, and received many wounds for him; This 
murther was committed while high Maſs was ſting : for the time agreed up- 
on for the Execution was, when the Ptieſt that ſing Maſs begari San@Gns. 
Burt the ſucceſs of the enterpriſe anſwered not their expeQation.- For ſup- 
poſing all to have been fully accompliſhed : certain of them went up to the 
Palace, minding there to have lain all the Lords of the Town being to the 
number of nine, which have the whole Government of the City, and change 
at every three months end. But they that attempted this eaterpriſe were 
evil followed by their Companions, by means whereof when they came to 
the top of the Palace ſtairs, one ſhut a Doot after them: whereupon they 
ſceing themſelves not paſt four or five were aftoniſhed and wiſt not what to 
ſay 3 which the Lords of the Town that were above;and their Servants per- 
ceiving looked out at-the Windows, and ſaw all the Town in an uproar, 
and heard Maſter James of Pacci with his Cothpanions cry in the midſt of 
the: Market place before the Palace, Ziberta Liberta, and Populo Populo : 
which were words whereby they thought to allure the people to take part 
with them, which notwithſtanding the people did not, but held themſelves 
quiet, Whereupon Maſter James de Pacci and his Companions, ſeeing the 
evil ſucceſs of their enterpriſe, fled out of the place as men aſtoniſhed.: Which 
when the Lords and Governours of the Town being within the Palace per- 
ceived , they took immediately thoſe five or ſix that were come np' evil 
accompanied, and evil followed with intent to have (lain them and taken 
their Governrhent into their hands; and commanded them prefently to be 
Hanged at the Bars of the Palace Windows, the Atchbifhop of P;ſe * being *This arch- 
'one of them. Further the ſaid Governours perceiving all the City to take —_—— 
part with them, and the Houſe of Aedicis, gave Commandment forthwith, Satuiar, and 
that all men found flying, ſhould be ſtaid at the paſſages and brought back this uproar | 
to the Town ; at the which inſtant Maſter Fazzes of Pacci was taken, and April, any 
with him one ſent thither by Pope $7xtus, being a Captain of certain Bands 1478. 
underthe Earl Hieroziz40, which Earl was alſo of the Conſpiracy. The ſaid 
Pacci with his Companions was in like manner inimediately hanged at the 
Bars of the Palace Windows : the Popes Servant was beheaded ; and beſides 
theſe divers were taken in the Town, who were all hanged in this heat,of the 
which Francis de Pacci was one. There was as I gueſs hanged in all four- 
teen great Perſonages; beftdes certain Servants (lain in the Town,' A few 
days after this uproar, Iarrived at Flortzce from the King, having uſed great 
diligence after my departure out of Burgandy, for E ſtated no-where:bat 
two or three days with the Ducheſs of Savoy the Kings Siſter, who.cater- 
tained me very :honourably. From thence I went to 2:/an;'where I ſo« 
jonrned alſo two or three days, and demanded aid of them to ſuccour the 
Florentines,with whom ar that time they were in League, which my requeſt 
they wullingly go , both becauſe of the Kmgs demand, and 'alfo fot 
their Leagues ſake, wherefore they ſent forth at that preſent thtee hundred 
Men of Arms, and ſoon after other Bands. But to proceed, the Pope excom> 
municated the Florextines immediately after this fact committed, and cauſed 
forthwith his own Forces and the King of Naples Forces to march. [Their 
Army was ſtrong and great, and they had in pay a number of good Soul- 
diers. They beſieged firſt a little Fort, near to Sexes, called the Chaſtellerry, 
which they took with divers other places: ſo that the Florentizes were 


in great diſtreſs : for becauſe they had lived long in peace, they were unac- 
qualtt- 
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ftain* their Captain as far as Azre , where. pon the Duke joined him- 
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quainted with the Wars, neither underſtood the danger they, were, in. Lax. 
rence de Medicistheir Chict Governour.in the, Town was but young, and ru- 
led altogether by young men, yet:.the whole City reſted, upon his opinion, 
Mareover,; they had but few Captains, and their force was very {mall ; 
but the General of the Popes and King, Ferrard. of Naples Army, was the 
Duke of Vrb7z, a valiant and wiſe Prince; and a good Captain. In their Camp 
were alſo the Lord Robert of Ariminj, who (ince hath been a man of grear 
eſtimation,: the LordCoxſtantine of Peſaro, and divers others.that accom. 
panied the King of Naples two Sons, the Duke of. Cal4bria, and, the Lord 
Domi Frederic, (who are all yet alivez) beſides a great number of pther ya- 
Hant Soutdiers. Thus they-took all the places that they beſieged z; but not ſg 
dpeedily as we would have'done in Fx4nce,becauſe they underſtood not what 
appertained neither t6 the ſiege nordefence.of a Town ſo well.as wes. But 
dure as touching the leading of-an Army, and giving order both for, Yictuals 
and alt other things neceſſhry for a Gamp,they paſs.us far. The favour the 
King (hewed the Florent ines ftood them in ſome ftead, though not fo much 
'as I'withedh; but, had no forces: there to ajd them with, ſave only my train, 
I:ftayed dt F/orevce, and'in their Dominions about a Year, altogether upon 
their charge :. they uſed me very; honopurably, and till the laſt day my enter- 
tainmene rather amended than impaired. Then the King called me home and 
I pafled: through Mlaz, Ireceived hamage for the Dutchy of Gezxa of the 
Duke' of 21a», called John Galtas, at the leaſt of the Dutcheſs his Mo- 
ther, whoidid homage to me as the Kings Deputyin her Sons name. From 
thence I returned tothe King our:Maſter, who received me very gracioully 
and acquainted me with his affairs more than ever before, and appointed me 
alſo to be his Bedfellojy, notwithſtanding that I were unworrhy of that ho+ 
nour, and:that divers othcrs were fitter for that place than my ſclf: but he 
was fo wiſe that no man-could fail to. pleaſe hjm if he executed his Cont 


 mandmeats, withour adding ought thereto of his own brain. . 


CHAP. VL 


Of Monſieur d' Argentons returi ont of Italy into France, and of the 
= 4." Battel of Guinegate. B11 Che 


T-roy return the King our Maſter looked ſomewhat Aged,and his Bo» ' 
| dy was diſpofed tofickneſs, but his Diſeaſe brake 'not forth as yer. 

>» Higaffairs he governed with great wiſdom,and the War endured ftill 
in Picardy; wherewith he'was not a l:ttle diſcontented, as were his Enemies 
alſo in the faid Country: but they 'could not remedy it. The Duke of 
Auſtrich now King of Romans having the Flemings this year at his devo- 
tion, laid-the ſiege (before 2herouenne ; but Mo ifieur de Cordes the Kings 
Lieutenant in 'Picardy,. levied all the Forces the King had in that Coun- 
try,*and the Frontiers thereabout,' to the number of eight thouſand 
Frank ' Archers, and went 'to ſuccour the place. Whom when the Duke 
of Auſtrich perceived to approach, he levied his Siege, and marched 
agataſt him': the two Armies m<t at a place called Gruinregate. The Duke 


| had of Flemings the number of twenty thouſand or better, and certain 


Almaines, together with three hundred Engliſhmen, led by an Eng- 
Iiſh' Knight that had ſerved Charles Duke of Burgundy, called Sir Thomas 
Abrigan.' The Kings Horſemen being much ſtronger than their Enemies, 
brake the Dakes Horſemen, and purſued them, a:d-Maſter Philip of Rave- 


ſelf 


- ” * 
+> ®. 
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ſelf with his Footmen. The King had in this Army at the leaſt 1100. men of 
Arms of his ordinary Retinue :' all the which followed not the Chaſe; but * TS: 
Monſieur de Cordes who was General did, and Monlicur de T orcy with him, os of 
which was a valiant deed, but againſt the Law of Arms; for the Captains Arms. 
of the Vaward and Rereward ought not to follow the Chaſe. Some of the 
| Dukes Horſemea retired, under colour of defending the ſtrong places ; but 
others fled in good earneſt. The Dukes Footmen fled not, yet were they 
upon the point ſo todo; but they had with them on Foot two hundred 
valiant Gentlemen their Leaders, among whom were the Lord of Rowont, 
of the Houſe of Savoy, the Earl of Naſfſaw, and divers others yet living. 
The courage of theſe Gentlemen ſtaid the Foormen, which was a wonder, 
conſidering they ſaw their Horſemen broken. The Kings Frank Archers fell 
to ſpoil the Dukes Carriage, and the ſtraglers that followed it, as Victual- 
ers, and ſuch like : but certain of the Dukes Footmen ſet upon them, dif- 
comfited them. and {lew (ome of them. The Dukes loſs was greater than ours; 
for more of his men were taken, and more \Jain®: but the honour of the Field * There — 
was his. And i think verily it he had returned to Therowenre, he had not found ——_ y 
| a manneitherin it, notin Arras 3 and it was greatly to his loſs, that he durſt Guinegare 
” not attempt {© to do. But inſuch cafes men arenot always informed of the = 
beſt: and to ſay thetruth, great cauſe he had to fear that enterpriſe. I ſpeak goo. French. 
of this Batre] but by hearſay ; for I was not preſent at it : notwithſtanding 942 
to continue the order of my Hiſtory, ſomewhat I was forced to write thereof. 
I was with the King when thele news were brought him, which undoubtedly 
nipped him at the very heart; for he was not accuſtomed to loſe, but had 
ſuch ſucceſs in all his attempts, that fortune ſeemed to be at his command- 
ment, which undoubtedly his wiſdom greatly furthered. For he would ha- 
zard nothing, neither feared any thing more than a Battel z and as touching 
this now mentioned, it was fought without his knowledge. His Armies he 
made ſo ſtrong, that few Princes were able to encounter them ; he was 
better furniſhed of Artillery, than any King that ever raigned in Frarcez 
he attempted always to take places upon a ſudden, eſpecially ſuch as he 
' perceived to beevil fortized 3 which after he had once gotten, he furniſh- 
ed ſowellbothof Men and Artillery, that it was impoſltble for his Enemies 
L to recover them. Further, 1f the Captain of any ſtrong place, or any other 
within it would practiſe to yield it for money, he was ſure of a Coepeſ- 
| mate, neither would he ſhrink were the ſum demanded never ſo great, but 
liberally give it. Fe was afraid at the firſt when news was brought him of 
this Batte], ſuppoſing the truth had not been told him, but that his whole 
Force had been overthrown, knowing, if it were ſo, all to be loſt that he 
had conquered over this Houſe of Bargandy in thoſe parts, and the reſt 
in great danoacr: but whea he underſtood the truth, he took the matter pa-. 
tieatly, and was well cnough contented with Monfieur de Cordes. Not- 
_ withſtanding he purpoſed to give order,that no more ſuch enterpriſes ſhould 
be attempted without his knowledge. From this day forward he reſolved 
to treat of peace with the Duke of Auſirich, ſo that it might be wholly 
to bis own advantage, and that he might thereby fo bridle the ſaid Duke, by 
mcans of his own proper Subjects (whom he knew to be inclined to pra- 
Ct1ſe againſt their Prince) that he ſhould never be able to do him harm, 
Morcover , he was very defirous to redreſs all diſorders in his Realm, 
cipeciaily the long delays of Proceſles and Sutes in Law, which things the 
better to compaſs, he minded to bridle the Court of Parliament, not 
by diminiſhing their number of authority, but many things were 
cone there againſt his mind, for the which he hated it. He was alſo deſi- 
rous 


"-" [] x 


vo Ve. CT TE Wow. & v.05 .CTP WW...) . ve 


ye. 


« WF. 


SI was oy = 
"—_—— OS BR _ no _ _ 
OO Eb eo <A. 
> On oegnts— > WO on nr ne CONES IG 
« * . 9 


_ 
= "Es 1+ AE ent 4 wan Gn " 


A OA HS A nr al 
— I 


—— 


: i 4 
} 
oF : 
F 
: [4 
Tt 
F-. 
F413! 
i! 
8 f'2 | 
Fo 4 
; 
[ . * FI. 
i . 


202 


The Sixth Book of 
rous to reduce his whole Realm to one cuſtom, and one kind of weight and 
meaſure: and further,that all the Laws and Cuſtoms ſhould be written in the 
French Tongue, in a fair Book to avoid the pilling and pollings of the Coun- 
ſellors in Law, which are more exceſlive in this Realm than inany other, as 
the Nobility hath good cauſe to know, And undoubtedly if God had ſpa- 
red him life and health five or fix years longer, he would have done much 
good inthe Realm, as great cauſe he had todo; for he had more oppreſſed 
it than ever had any of his Predeceſlors : but neither authority nor perſwaſj- 
ons could have won him to unburden his people till it had come of it ſelf, 
as in his latter days ſure it would, if God had preſerved him from ſickneſs, 
Wherefore it is requiſite to do good while a man hath leiſure, health, and 
undcrſtanding. The Treaty the King deſired to make with the Duke and 
Duchels of Auſtrich, and their Dominions, was this : he meant by means of 
the Citizens of Gant to treat ofa marriage between theDanlphiz hisSon, now 
our King, and the Daughter of the ſaid Duke and Ducheſs, under theſe con- 
ditions, that if the marriage were accompliſhed, they ſhould permit him qui- 


- etly toenjoy the Counties of Burgundy, Auxerrois, Maſeonnois, and Chato- 


lois; ani he for his part would reſtore unto them Artozs, reſerving only to 
himſclt the City of Arras, in ſuch ſort as he had fortified it : for the Town 
was now nothing worth, conſidering the fortification, of the City. For be- 
fore the King took Arras, the Town was fortified with Ditch and Rampart 
againſt the City ; but now the City was fortibed againſt the Town, and held 
for the King by the Biſhop: wherein the King did contrary to the Princes 
of this Houle of Byrgeundy. For they always, at the leaſt by the fpace of theſe 
hundred years, made Biſhop whom they liſted, and placed a Captain in the 

Town beſides : but the King to increaſe his authority did clean contrary, 

and cauſed alſo the Town Walls to be beaten down, and the City to be for- 

tified : ſo that now the City ſhutteth upon the Town,a great Ditch being be- 
tween both. Wherefore the King indeed offered norhing ; for who ſo hath 
the Cuy, hath the Town at commandment. Ofthe Duchy of Burgundy,the 

County of Bolliox, the Towns ſituate upon the River of Soxz, the Territo- 

ries of Peroone, Roy and Montdidier no mention was made. After theſe 

overtures were once ſet on foot, they of Gaunt furthered them to the utter- 
molt of their power, and uſed very rudely the Duke and Ducheſs his Wife, 
as did alſo divers other great Towns of Flanders and Brabant, which were 
fully bent to follow the proceedings of them of Gaunt, eſpecially Braxels, 

which was grown ſo wealthy, becauſe of the continual reſidence that Duke . 

Philip and Duke Charles of Burgundy had made there, (as did alſo at this 

preſent the Duke and Ducheſs of Auſtrich) that the wealth and quietneſs 

whereinthey had lived under theſe two Dukes above-named, made them for- 

get God and their duty to their Prince : ſo that they procured to themſelves 

that misfortune, which afterward, as you have ſeen, fell upon them. 
CHAP. VII. 

How King Lewis being viſited with ſickneſs, loſt his wits, and lay Jpeec hleſs, 
ſometime recovering, and eftſoons falling into his Diſeaſe again * ax 
how he behaved himfelf in his Caſtle of Pleſlis wear to Tours. 

Bout this time in the year 1479. in the Month of 2/arch, Truce 
was made between theſe two Princes. The King was very 
deſirous of Peace, eſpecially in thoſe parts, ſo that it might be 
altogether for his advantage. For he began now to Wax old 


" and fickly; ſo far forth that once being at Dinner at Forges, near to 


and loſt his 


Chinoz, he was ſuddenly taken in all parts of his Body, 
= | ſpeech- 


_ rruth ; but Princes imaginations are (traoge, and a nimber are bold to prat= 
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= in; whereupon immediately he recovered his ſpeech and his memory 


ſelf, his pleaſure was, that I ſhould always be by hjm, and he confefled him- —— _y -” 
ce a\t 


a Week. If otherPrinces do not the like,they are to blame, for continually a bold oo ” 
cnd it, 


the Court ; ſo that they never came afterward to his preſence, and ſome of ther by 4daw * 


them alſo he put out of ottice. From others, namely the Lord of Segre, and pande be Fa 
Phyſicl, 


Gilbert de Graſſe Lord of Champeroux, he took nothing, but commanded an, who ik 
them to depart. Many wondered at this toy, blaming him fot 1o uſing riſoned by 
them, conſidering that all that they dil was for the beſt, and.they aid os es 
A vangeg $0 
tle of them that underſtand them not. The King feared nothing fo mnuchi beau by | 
as the diminithing of his authority being marvellous great, for-the which who © mac. 
cauſe he would not bediſobeyed 1n any point. Further, he remembred that '* py Tee, 
when King Chzrles his Faber fell into the Diſeaſe whereof he died; be:en+ krft paws 7” 
tred into ſuſpicion that his Servants ſought to paiſon: him at his Sons re- Þis Fathers 
queſt®; which fancy ſank fo deep into his head that he refuſed his mear. nm {heing 
Wherefore it was concluded by the advice of his Phyſicians,:and of his day thar his 
chiefeſt and truſtieſt Servants, that he ſhould be.forced to eat: the which TNT died, 
was executed very orderly and adviſedly by thoſe that ſerved him;for Coolig range, 1 King 
was poured into his mouth, bur ſoon after this Force he died. The King £% being 


our Maſter who had ever miſhked this ordering of his Father, ſtomache DD —_ 


marvellouſ]y that he had been held thus perforce.z but yet made ſhew of bang that in : 
much greater diſpleaſure than indeed he had conceived thereof; The chief —_— _ 


cauſe that moved him fo to do was fear, leſt they thould Maſter him in all a Chappel 
other ur Lady 


—_— 
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ther things, eſpecially in the expedition of his weighty affairs, under colou; | 


of the imperfection of his wits. 


After he had dealt thns roughly with theſe abovenamed, he inquired ; 
what his Counſel had done during the time of his ſickneſs, and what dif. | 


patches they had made, whereof the Biſhop of Alby, his Brother the Gover. 

nour of Burgundy, the Marſhal of Ge, and the Lord of Lxdehad the whole 

charge: for theſe were preſent when his ſickneſs took him, and lodged all 

in two little Chambers underneath him. Further, he would needs fee the 

Letters and Packets that had been brought and came hourly. The princi- 

pal whereof were ſhewed him, and IT read them before him : he made a 

countenance as though he underſtood them, and took them into his hands, 

feigning that he read them, notwithſtanding that indeed he underſtood neyer 

a word.. Sometime alſo he ſpake a word or two, or made figns what ſhould 

'be che anſwer to theſe Letters; but little or nothing was diſpatched, for 

we expected an end of his Diſeaſe, becauſe he was a Maſter before whom 

it behoved us not to tread awry. This ſickneſs held him about fifteen days, 

and then his wits and ſpeech he recovered perfectly, but his Body was 

marvellous weak ; for the which cauſe we feared greatly a relapſe, the ra- 

ther becauſe naturally he was inclined to give but ſmall credit to Phyſi- 

clans. Immediately after he was well recovered, he reſtored Cardinal Ballue 

(whom he had held in Priſon fourteen years) to liberty. Whereunto 

notwithſtanding that he had been required oftentimes before, both by the 

Sea Apoſtolick and others, and all in vain : yet now he purchaſed the ab- 

ſolution of that fault himſelf, by a Bull ſent from our holy Father the Pope 

by his own procurement. When his Diſeaſe firſt took him, they that at that 

preſent were about him, held him for dead, and ſent forth divers command- 

ments for the revoking of an exceſlive and cruel ſubſidy lately laid upon his 

ſubjects by the advice of the Lord of Cordes his Lientenant in P7cardy, 

 wherewith were waged ten thouſand Footmen, to be always 1n a readineſs, 

and 2500. Pioneers,the which were called the Soxldzers of the Camp. More- 

over, he appointed fifteen hundred of his ordinary men of Arms to accom- 

pany them, and to fight on foot when need ſo required. He cauſed alſo a 

reat number of Carts to be made to incloſe them,and Tents and Pavillions, 

..-_  -umitating therein the Duke of Burguxdies Camp. The charge of this Army 

*Ie ws amounted yearly to. 1500000. Franks. < When theſe Souldiers were in a 

2$000.butthe 1, dineſ$ and furniſhed ofall things neceſlary,he went to ſee them muſter in a 
d Copy had | 

2500000. and Valley near to Poxt del Archein Normandy, where the Band of the fix thou- 

= undoubte®” ſand $wifſers abovementioned muſtered allo, the which never ſaw the King 

2 for - but at this time only.After all was ended, the King removed to Toxrs, where 

perm he fell again into his former Diſeaſe, - and loſt his ſpeech as before, and was 

wn 166, Þy the ſpace of two hours in ſuch caſe that all men held him for dead. He 

Souldiers * * Jay 1n a Gallery upon a Mattreſs of ſtraw, divers ſtanding about him. Mon- 

”_ fieur de Bouchage and I vowed him to Saint Clawde, and all the reſt that 

were preſent vowed him alſo. Immediately whereupon he recovered his 

ſpeech, and ſoon after aroſe and walked up and down the Houſe, but his 

| Body was marvellous feeble. This ſecond fit of ſickneſs took him in the year 

1481. notwithſtanding he-rode up and down the Country as before, and 

went to' Argerton tomy Houle, where he lay a month marvellous fick. From 

© thence he went to Toxrs, where (notwithſtanding that he ſtill remained 

. fick) he took upon him his Voyage to St. Claude, to whom as you have 

- heard he was vowed, and at his departure thence commanded me to go 

into Savoy againſt the Lords of Chambre, Miolant, and Breſfe, becauſe 


they had taken Priſoner the Lord of- Lizs in Daxlphiz, whom he had 
.Þ appointed 


- 
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appointed Governour of Duke Philibert his Nephew, yet notwithſtandin 
covertly he aided theſe Lords,againlt whom I went. He ſent alſo a great Band 
of Souldiers after me, whom Iled to Maſcon againſt the Lord of Breſſe,but he 
and I agreed well enough ſecretly. Further,the Lord of Chambre made a com- 
poſition with the Duke of $4voy,at Thurin n Piedmont where he lay, whereof 
headvertiſed me;and immediately thereupon I cauſed my Force to retire. He 
led the ſaid Duke to Grenoble, whither the Marſhal of Burgundy, the Mar- 
queſs of Rothelin, and my felt went to receive him. The King commanded me 
to return home, and to meet him at Beaviex in Beaviolois,where when | arri- 
ved, I wondred to ſee him ſolean and bare, much more to ride up and down 
the Country, but his noble heart carried him. At Beavzer he received Letters, 
that the Ducheſs of Auſtrich was dead of a fall from her Horſe; for ſhe rid a 
fierce Hobby that threw her upon a block, notwithſtanding ſome ſay, ſhe died 
not of the fall, but of an Ague; but howlſoever it were,ſhe died ſoon after the 
fall, to the great damage of her Subjeds and Friends; who fince her Death ne- 
ver had quietneſs nor good ſucceſs. For this people of Ganzt and the other 
Towns, bare much more reverence to her than to her Husband, becauſe ſhe 
was Lady of the Land. She died in the year 1482. The King told me theſe 
1ews in great joy, adding, that the two Children remained inthe Citizens of 
G .1ts Cuſtody, whom heknew to be enclined to Sedition and Rebellion 
ag11t this Houſe of Burgardy. Further, he thought the timenow come when 
he: yhr do ſome great exploit, ſeeing the Duke of Azſtrich was but young, 
his Facher yet living, his Countries troubled on every fide with Wars,and him- 
{-!f a ftranger and weakly accompanied. For the Emperour his Father was too 
extreamly covetous for the which caule his Son found the leſs favour. The 
King immediately after the Ducheſs Death, began to praftiſe with the Go- 
vernours of Gaunt, by means of Monſieur de Cordes, and to treat of a mar- 
1:22e between the Daxlphiz his Son, and the ſaid Dukes Daughter, called 
Margaret at this preſent our Queen. The ſaid de Cordes addreſſed himſelf 


” whollytotwo men; the one a Penſioner of the Town, called Yill:az Rive, 


a ſubtle crafty fellow; the other the Clark of their Senate, named Compe Nole, 
who was a Hoſjer, but in great credit with the people : for fuch men of oc- 
cuparion, when they are moſt unruly, are there beſt eſteemed. The King re- 
turned to Toxrs and kept himſelf very cloſe,ſo that few ſaw him, for he wax- 
ed jealous of all men, fearing that they would take the Government from him, 
or diminiſh his Authority z for the which cauſe he removed all thoſe from 
him that he had moſt favoured, and had been neareſt about him, not dimi- 
niſhing their Eſtates in any reſped& ; but he ſent them away, ſome to their 
offices and charges, and ſome to their Houſes, but this endured not long, for 
ſoon after he died. He did divers ſtrange things, which cauſed as many as 
ſaw them to think him out of his Wits; bur they were not throughly acquain- 
ted with his conditions. As touching ſuſpicions all great Princes are fuſpici- 
ous, eſpecially thoſe that be wiſe, and have had many Enemies, and have of- 
fended many as the King our Maſter had. Further, he knew himſelfnot to 
be beloved of the Nobility of his Realm, nor ofa great number of the Com- 
monalty. Beſides this, he had more charged his people than ever any of his 
Predeceſſors : notwithſtanding he was defirous now in his latter days, (as. 
before I ſaid) to have eaſed them, but he ſhould have begun ſooner. King 

Charles the Seventh, by the perfwalion of divers wiſe and valiant Knights,” 

that had ſerved him inthe Conqueſt of Normandy and.Gnuienne, (which the 

Engliſhmen held) was the firſt thar.began to levy Subfidies at his pleaſure, 

without the conſent of the States of his Realm : and to ſay thetruth, cauſe 

there was then foto do: for the charges were exccſlive, as well for the man- 

ing of the Countries newly Conquered,as alſo for the defeating of the Com-. 

panies 
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panies of Robbers, which went about ſpoiling the Realm. For the which caug Þ 
the Nobility of Fraxce conſented tothe King, and had certain Penſions pro. 
miſed them in conſideration ofthe ſums of money, that ſhould be levied uy. þ 
on their Lands. If this King hadalways lived and thoſe of his Counſel tha þ 
were about him, he would ſure greatly have enlarged his Realm. But conj.. | 
dering what hath enſued ſince his Death, and 1s like further to enſue, he 
charged marvellouſly his Soul and the Souls of his Succeſſors by this fac; Þ 


for he gave his Realm a cruel wound, which will bleed this many a Year, by 


entertaining in continual pay a terrible Band of Men of Arms, after the man. Þ 
[ner of the Italian Princes. The ſaid King Charles levied in his Realm at the Þ 
hour of his Death but 1800000. Franks all manner of ways, and had in ord: þ 
nary about ſeventeen hundred Men of Arms, the which he kept in good or. | 
der, and fo placed in divers Provinces for the defence of his Realm, that mz. 
ny years before his death they rid not ſpoiling up and down the Country, F 
to the great quictneſs and comfort of his people. But the King our Maſter; Þ 
levied at his death 4700000. Franks, he had in pay four or five thouſand men Þ: 
of Arms,and of Footmen for the Camp and in Garriſon, above five and twen. Þ 
ty thouſand: wherefore it 1s nor to be marvelled if he had many phanſies and Þ 


imaginations in his head; and thought himſelf not well beloved. But ſure a 
theſe matters cauſed him greatly to fear ſome, ſo had he a ſure confidence in 
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many of thoſe whom he had brought up and highly advanced, of the which, Þ* 
T think. there were. a number, whom death it ſelf could never have with- Þ 
drawn from doing their duty. There came into Pleſſes du Parc (which was the Þ 
place where he lay) very few beſide his Houſhold Servants, and the Archers Þ 
of his Guard being four hundred, of whom a great number all the day long Þ 


kept Watch and Ward at the Gate, walking up and down the place. No No- q 


bleman or greatPerſonage lodged within the Caſtle,neither might be ſuffered 
to enter in, ſave only the Lord of Beavieu Duke of Boxrbo# his Son in Law, 
The ſaid Caſtle of Pleſſes he made to be environed with a grate of great iron 
Bars, and at the entry into the Ditches thereof, had cauſed ſharp ſpears of Iron, 
every one of them having many heads,to be manſoned into the Wall; he cau- 
{ed alſo four ſtrong Watch-Houlſes of Iron to be built,and a place to be made 
in them where men might ſtand and ſhoot at eaſe, which was a ſumptuous 
thing to behold, and coſt above 20000.Franks. In the end he put into theſe 
Houſes forty Croſsbow-men, which were day and night in the Ditches, and 
had Commiſſion to ſhoot at every man that approached near the Caſtle after 
the ſhutting of the Gates, till they opened in the Morning. Further, he had 
an imagination that his ſubjets would be very ready to take the Govern- 
ment1nto their own hands where they ſhould fee convenient time. And ſure 
{ome there were that conſulted to enter into Pleſſzs, and diſpatch the affairs 
at their pleaſure, becauſe nothing was diſpatched ; but they durſt not attempt 
it, wherein they did wiſely, for the King had given good order for the mat- 
ter. He changed often both the Grooms of his Chamber, and all his other 
Servants, ſaying, that nature delighteth in variety ; and he had with him to 
bear him Company, one or two very mean men, and of evil report, who 
might well have thought if they had been wiſe, that immediately after his 
death they ſhould at he leaſt be put out of office, and ſpoiled of all they had, 
as alſo it hapned. Theſe informed him of no meſlage that was ſent him, nor 
of any matter that was written to him, were it never ſo important, unleſs it 
touched the preſervation of the ſtate, or the defence of his Realm : for that 
was his only care to be in truce and peace with all men. He gave to his Phyſ1- 
tian ordinarily every month ten thouſand Crowns, and in five months he recet- 


. ved of him 54000.He gavealſo goodlyLands to Churches ; but this gift was 


made void,and not without cauſe, for the Clergy men had too much. Chap. 


| Philip de Committes. 


CH AP. VIII: 


PE How the King cauſed the holy man of Calabria to come to Tours, thinking 


that he could heal him « and what ſtrange things the ſaid King did to 
maintain bis authority during his ſickneſs. 


Mong men famous for devotion, he ſent into Calabria for one Frier 
A Robert, whom he called the holy man, becauſe of his holy life, and 
in whoſe honour the King that now 1s, cauſed a Church to be built at Pleſſes 
de Parc, inplace of the Chapel near to Pleſſes at the bridge foot. This Her- 
mit being twelve years of age entred into a Rock, where he remained till 
he was Sety three years old, or thereabout, to wit, even till this preſent 
that the King ſent for him by one of the Stewards of his houſe, whom the 
Prince of Tarezte the King of Naples Son accompanied thither. For the 


faid Hermit would not depart thence, without permiflion both of the 


Pope and ofhis Prince 5 which was great wiſdom in ſo ſimple a man. He 
builded in the place where he lived two Churches, and never ate ſince the 
time he entred into this ſtrait kind of life, either fiſh, fleſh, eggs, any kind 
of White-meat, or of fat. TI never ſaw in my timea man of ſo holy life, 
nor by whoſe mouth the holy Ghoſt ſeemed rather to ſpeak : for he ne- 


ver had been Scholar, but was utterly unlearned : true it is that his Zta- 


l;an tongue cauſed ſomewhat the greater admiration of him. This Hermit 
paſſed through Naples, being honoured and received, as if he had beena 
great Legate ſent from the See Apoſtolick, both by the King and by his 
children z with whom he communed of the affairs of the Court, as if he 


had been a Courtier all the dayes of his life. From thence he went to. 


Rome, where he was viſited by all the Cardinals, and had audience given 
him thrice of the Pope communing with him alone ; and fitting each time 
hard by him ina goodly chair three or four hours together ; which was 
great honoug to ſo ſimple a perſon. His anſwers were ſo wiſe that all men 


wondred at them;ſo far forth that our holy Father gave him leave toerett a | 


new Order, called the Hermits of S. Francis. From thence he came to the 
King, who honoured him, as if he had been the Pope himſelf, falling down 
before him, and deſiring him to prolong his life : whereunto he anſwered as 
a wiſe man ſhould. ] have often heard him talk with the K. thatnow 1s, in pre- 
ſence of all the Nobility ofthe Realm, and that within theſe two months,and 
ſure he ſeemed by his words to be inſpired with the holy Ghoſt, otherwiſe 
he could never have communed of ſuch matters as he did. He is yet living 
and may change either to better or worſe 3 wherefore I will ſpeak no fur- 
ther of him. Some mocked at his Hermits coming, whom they called the holy 
man; but they knew not the deep cogitations of this wiſe King, neither had 
ſeen the occaſions that moved him to ſend for him, | 
The King lay in his Caſtle of Pleſſis accompanied with few betides the 
Archers of his guard, and troubled with theſe ſuſpicions above rehearſed. 
Notwithſtanding he had given good order for this inconvenience, for he left 
none of thoſe whom he ſuſpected either in the Town or Country, but 
made his Archers to cauſe them to depart, and to convey them away. No 
man debated any matter with him, unleſs it were of ſome great impor- 
tance that concerned himſelf, he ſeemed rather a dead Corps than a li- 
ving creature , for he was leaner than a man would believe £ he ap- 
| 25 ng himſelf ſumptuouſly, yea more ſumptuouſly than in all his life 
efore 3 for he wore no Gown but of Crimſon Sattin furred with good 
| 3A miarterts 
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marterns, he gave gifts to whom It pleaſed him without any ſate 5 for ng 


man durſt moye any ſute to him, nor debate any matter with him - he pu- | 


niſhed faults ſharply to the end he might be feared, and not loſe his ay- 


thority as himſelf told me : he changed officers, caſſed companies of men | 
ofarms, diminiſhed penſions, or took them clean away, and told me but a | 
few days before his death that he paſſed away the time in making and mar. E 
ring of men. To be ſhort, he cauſed himſclf to be more ſpoken of within his Þ 


« Geſnerus de Realm than ever was any King, and all for fear le{t men ſhould think him 
Qudrupedibus Qeag, Foras I ſaid, few faw him; but when they heard of his doings, all 


lib, 1; fort men ſtood in fear of him, fo far forth, that they hardly belicved him to be 
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ProfiaCwhce Out of Spain he received goodly words and fair promiſes of perfet friend. | 
found names ſhip and amity, and great preſents from all places : he made a good Horſe | 
this beaſtin gr a good Mule to be bought for him whatſoever it coſt; but this he did 
not in this Realm, but in ſome ſtrange country to perſwade men that he was þ* 
in Durch Elch, 1n health. Dogs he ſent for round about, into Spazz fora kind of Sparifi þ 
End Hellent Grey-hound, called in French Alas; into Britaiz for little Beagles, Grey- | 
hounds, and Spaniels, which he paid dear for ; into Yalernce for little rugged þ* 
= wi _— tere dogs Which he made to be bought above the owners own price : into $7- Þ? 
given. The Cc? he fent for good Mules, eſpecially to ſome officer of the Country, for þ* 
6 omg we _ thewhich he payed double the value; to Naples for Horſes, and for divers þ* 

© ſtrange beaſts into divers Countries, as into Barbary for a kind of little Ly- | 


Greek aALN, 
in Latin Alces, 


and Ellent, 
which is not 


09, 


faith Munſter 


Coſmog. 1. 4. is Swedem 


4 0 he ©: the other Kirgiers Þ being of the bigneſs and colour of a Buck, fave that 
Country in their horns be much greater ; for each of the which two beaſts he gave to 
Sweden. The the Merchants that ſold them 4500. Guildons. But when all theſe ſtrange 
— ok as things were brought him he made no account of them, no, very {eldom ſpake 
he wriceth in with thoſe that brought them. To be ſhort, he did ſo many ſuch like ſtrange 
=o br _ things that he was more feared now both of his neighbours and ſubjects than 
deQuadrup.l.r. Leerbeford which was his only deſire, for to that end did he all this. 


fol. 950. The | | F 
Romans ſaith Geſner, name ir, Rongiferue, the Girmans Rein (and Reinen, ſaith Munſter) Reiner, Rainger, Reinſchieron, the 


French men Ringier, (as is here named) or Ranglier. 


CHAP. IX. 


How the marriage between the Daulphin and the.Lady Margaret of F landers 
was concluded, and how ſhe was brought into France : whereupon Edward 


King of England died for ſorrow. 


UT to return to the principal matter, namely the perfe& concluimn of 

this our Hiſtory of King Lewzs, and of his affairs of all thoſe great Prin- 

ces that lived in his time - we muſt ſhew how the Treaty of Marriage was 

concluded between the King that now1s, then Daxlphiz, and the Daugh- 

ter of the Duke and Ducheſs of Anſftrich, by means of the Citizens 

of Gait, to. the King of England's great grief who then well perceived 

the hope to be fruſtrate, which he had conceived of the Marriage. be- 

tween his Danghter and the ſaid Dariphiz now King of France : which 

he and the Queen his Wite had fo greatly deſired, that they would 


never 


= 


mg ck.. Our of the Realm he had menin all places, as for example in Exgland, 
nook wary 9 he had ſome to feed King Edward (till with hopeof his Daughters mari. |# 
age, and he paid truly both him and his ſervants all that was due untothem, | 


> This beaſt ons, no /- ip nn than little Foxes, which he called Ad7tes, into Denmark and Z 
ortwo kind of ſtrang beaſts,one of the which we called>He/Zes,being F* 
found in Lap- of ſhape like a Hart,and of the greatneſs of a Buff, with horns ſhort and thick ; | 


Philip de Commines. 
never credit any man that advertiſed them to the contrary, were he an 
Engliſh man or ſtranger. For the Council of Emgland had debated this mat- 
ter with him, at the {ame time that the King conquered that part of Picard7ie 
that joineth roCalice,alledging that afrer he had ſubdued that, hemighteaſily 
attempt to take Calice and Gui ſnes.Thelike was alfo told him by theAmbal- 
ſadoursrefident in E-gland tor the Duke and Ducheſs of Auſtrich, and by 
the Britains, and divers otiers - but he believed no whit of all this, which 
ncredulity turned much to his prejudice. Notwithſ(tancing I ſuppoſe, it pro- 
ceeded rather of covetouſneſs than ignorance - for he feared the loſs of the 
fifty thouſand crowns the King paid him © beſides that, he was loth tolcave 
his eaſe and pleaſures, whereunto he was marvelloufly addifted. About the 
concluſion of this marriage, an aſſembly was held at Halots in Flanders, 
whereat the Duke of Auſtrichnow K. of Romans,was preſent, together with 
certain deputies for the three eſtates of Flanders, Brabart,and the other coun- 
trys belonging to the ſaid D. & his children. The Citizens of Gaunt did many 


things there contrary to the D. mind ; for ſome they baniſhed, and ſome they 


removed from about his Son - 1n the end they told him how great defire they 
had to ſee this marriage accompliſhed, thereby to obtain peace, and forced 
him toconſent thereunto. The D. was very young, and accompanied with 
few Noble Men : tor all the ſubjects of this houſe of Burgundy(very few cx- 
cepted,] mean of great perſonages, that could have given him counſel or aid 
in theſe affairs )were,as you have heard, either dead,or revolted to the King. 
As touching himſelf, he was come thither very {lenderly accompamied, and 
now having loſt his wife, being Lady of the Country, he durſtnot give them 
ſo ſtout language, as before he was accuſtomed. To be ſhort, the King being 
advertiſed of all rheſe ations by Monſieur de Cordes, rejoyced much there- 
at, and a day was appointed when this Lady ſhould be brought to Heſdir. 
Now long before the concluſion of this marriage,to wit,in the year 148T, 
the Town of Ayre was yielded for a ſum of mony to Moaſtcur de Cordes, by 
the Lord of Croy of the Country of Artois, who held it for the Duke of 
Auſirich, and the Lord of Beares his Captain. The Towa is very ſtrong, 
ſituate in the Country cf Artois, and the delivery thereof increaſed the 
Flemings deſire to further this marriage , becauſe it ſtandeth upon 
the very entrance into Flaxders. For notwithſtanding that they wiſhed 
the weakening of their Prince, yet were they not willing to have the 
King ſo near a neighbour-to their Frontiers. After theſe matters above 
mentioned were fully concluded, and Ambaſſadours came to the King out 
of Flanders and Brabant, but all depended upon them of Gamrt ; both 
becauſe of their force, becauſe the children were in their hands, and for that 
they were alwayes the ringleaders ofall tumults. There came alſo fromthe 


| King of Romans forthe pacifying of his domintons certain Knights, youn 
menhike himſelf, and of ſmall experience, whoſe names were Maſter Joh 


de Bergues and Maſter Baundouin de Launoy, and certain Secretaries, The 
King was brought marvellouslow with (ickne(s, ſo that hardly he ſuffer- 
ed' himſelf to be ſeen, and made great difficulty to ſwear the Treaty, 
becauſe he was loth to come abroad tn fight : notwithſtanding in the 
end he {wore it. It was very advantageous for him 3 for 1n all afſem- 
blies that had been held heretofore about this marriage, he never required 


but the County of Artozs or Burgundy, one of the two: but now the Lords 
of Gaunt (as he termed them.) cauſed them both to be yielded unto. 


him, together with the Counties of Maſconois, Charolois and Anuxertais 5' 
yea andif it had lien in them to haveput into his hands Hainault and Na- 
#11r, and all the Scntories of this houte of Burgundy, being of the French 

T: 3 language, 
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language, they would willingly have done it,thereby to atfecble their Prince, | 
The King our Maſter being a wiſe Prince underſtood well, that no account | 
was to be made of Flanders, nor the Farl thereof, without he had the coun. | 
try of Artois, which lying betwen the King of Fraxce and the Flemming, Þ 
isas it were a bridle to them. For in the, country of Artozs are levied very | 
good ſouldiers, to ſcourge the Flemmings when they play the fools. Where. 
fore by taking away from the Earl of Flanders the country of Artozs, he Þ 
left him the pooreſt Prince in the world, and without all obedience of his þ 
ſubjects, ſave only at the pleaſure of them of Gare. After this ambaſlage 
was returned home, the ſaid Lady was led to Hediz, and delivered into the 
1483. hands of Monſieur de Cordes in the year 1483. She was conveyed thither by | 
the Lady of Ravaſtain, baſtard daughter to Duke Phzlip of Burgundy, and | 
was received there by the D. and Ducheſs of Boxrdoz that now are, and by | 
the Lord of Albert, and divers others ſent thither by the King ; wholed her | 
to Amboiſe where the Danlphin lay. If the Duke of Axſtrich could haverel: | 
cued her before ſhe was paſſed out of his dominions from them that con. | 
veyed her, he would willingly have done it : but they of Gaunt had ſent FF 
her well accompanied. And as touching the ſaid Duke, all his ſubjects be. F 
gan to diſobey him, ſo far forth that a great number took part with them of 
Gannt, becauſe they had his Son in their hands, and removed from him, | 
and placed about him ſuch as pleaſed them: and among the reſt that were | 
reſident at Gaunt, was the Lord of ARavaſtain brother to the Duke of 
Cleves, principal governour of the ſaid young infant called Duke 7hl;p, 
whois yet living and like to bea great Prince, if God ſpare him life. Who- Þ 
ſoever rejoiced at this marriage, the King of Ergland was highly diſpleaſed 
therewith ; tor he accounted tt great reproch and diſhonour to be thus delu- 
ded, and feared both theloſs of the penſion the King paid him, which the Þ- 
Engliſh men called tribute z and alſo that the contempt hereof would ſtir 
his ſubjeGs to rebellion againſt him, becauſe he would give no ear to good Þ 
advice. Further, he ſaw the King with great force near to his dominions: |: 
for the which cauſes he conceived ſuch inward grief when he heard theſe Þ* 
newes, that ſoon after he ended his life, ſome ſay of a catarrh. But whatſo. Þ ' 
ever his diſcaſe were, the report gocth, that the ſorrow conceived of this Þ- 
marriage cauſed the diſeaſe, whereof he died ſoon after in the month of # 
April, anno 1483. It is a foul fault in a Prince, to truſt more to his own VM 
brain, than tothe advice of a great number : for it cauſeth oftentimes both | 
great ſorrow, and alſo loſs irrecoverable. | 
Immediately after King Edwards death, the King our Maſter was adyer- 
tiſed thereof, and ſcemed nothing joyful of the Newes : but ſoon after recei- 
ved letters from the Duke of Glouceſter, who had uſurped the crown of Eng- 
Land(ſigning his letters by the name of Richard )and cruelly murthered the 
K. his brothers two children. This King &zchard ſought the Kings friendſhip, 
and was deſirous, as I ſuppoſe, to have this penſion paid alſo unto him. But 
the King would make no anſwer to his letters, neither give his meilenger au- 
dience, but eſteemed him a wicked and cruel Tyrant. For after K. wards 
death, the ſaid D. of Glonceſter had done homage to his nephew as to his 
ſoveraign Lord and King, and yet immediately thereupon committed this 
muxther, and cauſed in open Parliament the ſaid King Edwards two daugh- 
ters to be degraded and proclaimed baſtards, under colour of a certain 
matter which he proved by the teſtimony of the Biſhop of Bath, who 
ſometime had been in great credit with King Edward, but afterward tell 
into his diſgrace, and was laid in priſon, and made to fine for his deliverance. 
This Biſhop affirmed that R.Edward being inlovewith acertain gentlewoman 
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Philip de Commines. 
in England (whom he named) promiſed her marriage to have his pleaſure of 
her, which promiſe he ſaid was made in his preſence, and thereupon the 
King lay with her, minding only to abuſe her. Such paſtimes are very dan- 
gerous, eſpecially when ſuch proof may be brought forth - But have known 
many a courtier that would not have loſt a good adventure that liked him 
in ſuch a caſe for want of promiſe. This wicked Biſhop buried revenge in 
his heart the ſpace of twenty years.But God plagued him for his wickedneſs: 
for he had a Son whom he loved entirely, and whom King Aichard ſo much 
favoured, that he meant to give him to wife one of theſe two daughters, 
degraded from their dignity, at this preſent Queen of Fxgland and mother 
of two goodly children. The ſaid Son being 1n a ſhip of war by King 
Richard his Maſters commandment, was taken upon the coaſt of Normandy, 
and becauſe of the contention that fell between thoſe that took him, led to 
the Court Parliament of Parzs,and there put in priſon inthe petit Chaſtellet, 
where in the end he ſtarved for hunger and poverty. As touching King Rz- 
chard he lived not long unpuniſhed-forGod raiſed up an enemy againſt him at 
that very inſtant being poor, having no right-to the Crown of Exgland, as] 
ſuppoſe, and ofnoeſtimation, ſave that-as touching his own perſon he was 
well conditioned,and had endured many troubles.For the greateſt part of his 
life he had been priſoner in Britain to Duke Francis, who entertained him 
well fora priſoner from the eighteenth year of his age. This Earl of Rich- 
0nd being furniſhed by the King with a ſmall ſum of money, and three 
thouſand menlevied in Normandy, ofthe unthrifticſt perſons in the 'Coun- 
try, paſledover into Wales : where his father inlaw the Lord Stazley met 


him with ſix aad twenty thouſand menat the leaſt, and within three or four ' 


days aftcr he encountred this cruel King Richard, who was [lain 1a the field, 
and the Ear] Crowned King, and raigneth yet at this day in Exg/ang. Of this 
matter [ have made mention before, but it was not amiſs to reher{eit here a- 


gain, to (hew thereby how God hath plagued in our time ſuch cruelty almoſt | 


immediately after the fault committed. Divers other {ſuch like pyniſhments 
hath he ſhewed alſo in this our age, if a man would ſtand to rehexfle them all, 


| CHAP. X. 


How the King behaved him ſelf towards his neighbours and ſubje#s during the 
time of his ſickneſs, and how divers things were ſent him from divers places 
for the recovery of his health. 


ff os marriage of Flaxders ſo much deſired by the King was thus ac- 
compliſhed, as you have heard, by means whereof he had the Flew- 
?rgs, at his commandment. Britain which he ſo much hated was in peace 
with him but lived in continual jealoufic becauſe of the great number of 
ſouldicrs he had in Garriſon upon their Frontiers. Spaiz was quiet, 
zad the King and Queen thereof deſired nothing more than his amity 


and friend(hip : for he kept them jn continual fear and charge, becaule . 


of the Country of RoxiHon which he withheld from the houle of Arra- 
gor, being engaged to him by Fobn King of Arragon, father tq the King of 
Caſtilenow raigning, under certain conditions yet unperformed. As touchy 
ing the Princes and Seniories of 7taly,they deſired to have him their triead, 
and were 1a lcague with him, and ſeat often theirs Ambaſladqurs' to him, 
In Alzzaine he had the Swiſſers as obedient to him as his own ſubjects. 
The Kings of Scotland and Portugal were his contederates : part of rhe 


Realm of Navarre was wholly at lis devotion : his ſubjects trembled = 
ore 


FE 


This eyrour you 
are admoniſhed 


of before. 
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fore him, 'and his cotrmandments were executed-incontinent. Without de- 
Jay or excuſe. As touching thole things that were thought neceſlary for 
his healthz ther were ſent him out of all parts 'of the World. Pope Sixtus 
thar laſt dicd, bemgihformed rhart the King of devotion defred to have 
the corporal upon the which Saint Peter {ung maſs, ſent it him inconti- 
nent, with divers other reliques, which were conveyed back again to Roxe, 
The holy viol which is at &K2i-z5 and had never been removed thence, 
was brought into his Chamber to Pleſſts, and ſtood upon his Cupboard ar 
the hour of death: he was determined to be anointed therewith as at 
his Coronation. But many ſuppoſed that he would have anointed all his 
body with it, which is unlikely, for the ſaid holyw1ol is very ſmall,and con- 
taineth not mach oyl. I faw it both at the time T now ſpeak ot, and alfo 
When the King was buried at Noſtre-dame-de-Clery. The Turk that now raign- 
4 q ery eth ſent an Ambaſſadour to him, who cameasfar Rhinein Provence «* but 
bur that un- the King would not hcar his mefſage;neither permit -hinrto- paſs any further, 
doubredly The ſaid Ambaſſadour brought him a great role of Reltques remaining yet at 
was fallc; the 2 : O S he _— , - 
old copy hach Conſtantinople in the Turks hands, all the which he offered him together 
RhingorRhine: with a great ſum of money, it he would keep in ſafe cuſtody the ſaid Turks 
omers 7: Brother;who was then in thisRealm in the hands of theKnights of the Rhodes, 
Ries. and is now at Roxze in the Popes keeping. - By all this above rehearſed a man 
+ _ may perceive how great the King our Maſters wiſdom and authority was, 
42mg how he was eſteemed through the world, and how all things *as well ſpiri- 
drens blood tual of Devotion and Religion; as allo temporal, were imployed for the 
4s 4g his prolonging of his life. But all would not help, there was no remedy, needs 
calth,Gagurn.. EY : | IR. a b 
muſt hego the way his predeceſſors went before him, one great Grace God 
ſhewed him, that as hecreated him wiſer, liberaller, and more vertuous in all 
things than the Princes that ra:gned in his time, being his enemies and neigh- 
bours; and as he ſurmounted them 1n all good things: fo did he alſo paſs them 
1n long life though not much. For Duke Charts bf Burgundy, the Duchels's 
Daughter, King Edward, Duke Galeas of Milan, King Fohn of Arragon,were 
all dead a few years before him: but between the death of the ſaid Dutcheſs 
of Anſtrich, of King Edward, and of him, there was no ſpace to ſpeak of. 
In all theſe Princes there was both good and evil, for they were all men ; but 
to ſpeak uprightly, there were 1n him many more vertues and ornaments ap- 
pertaining to the office of a King,than-in any of the reſt, I have ſeen them 1m 
manner all and knew what was 1n them, and therefore ſpeak not at random. 


CH AP. XI. 


How King Lewis the XT. cauſed Charles the Daulphin his Sor to come to hint 
a little before his death, and of the commandments and precepts he gave 
both him and certain others. | 
2 Others 


ire that h ins OW : | ; TO 
a: 1g þ por N this year, 1483. 'the King defired to ſee the Daxlphin his Son, whom 


old : this war he had not ſeen -of long time; for he kept him cloſe and permit- 
was #7: 1439: ted no man to come to him, bath becauſe of the' childs health, and al- 


= - ſo for fear leſt he ſhould be taken from the place where he remained, and 
+ 5 « 1, under colour of him ſome rebellion ariſe in the Realm. For ſo had cer- 
#5. years olg fain Noble Men in times paſt by means of himſelf made an aſſembly a- 
—_ gainſt King Charles the ſeventh his father, he being then but eleven years 
og pe > Of age: «which war was called /a Pragnerie, but-it ſoon ended, for it was 
undoubredly' rather a broil of Court thana War. - 

it ſhould be | 


read here. 
Above 


NEST, 
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| Aboveall things he recommended unto his ſaid Son the Danlphizx certain 
of his ſervants, and commanded him exprefly not to change certain officers: 
rehearſing to him how after King Charles his Fathers death, he coming to 

the ſtate put out of oftice all the valiant and worthy Knights of this Realm 

that had ſerved his Father in the Conquelt of Normandy and Guienne, in 

chaſing the Engliſh men out of Frarce, and reſtoring the Realm to peace and 

quietneſs, (for himſelf found 1t both quiet and rich : ) which his hard deal- 

ing with the ſaid Knights, turned greatly to his prejudice, for thereof 
ſprang the war called the IFeal publick in this ſtory above mentioned, 

which had almoſt ſet him beſides his Crown. Soon after his communication 

with the Daulphin his Son, and the accompliſhment of this marriage above 

mentioned ; he fell upon a Monday into the diſcaſe whereof he died: his 

ſickneſs endured t1i]l the Saturday after being the 30. of Azguſ?, in the year 

1433. And becauſe] was preſent at his death, I mind to ſpeak ſomewhat 
thereof. When this diſeaſe took him he loſt his ſpeech as heretofore he had 
done, which being recovered, he felt his body weaker than ever it was, 

notwithſtanding that he were ſo low brought before, that he could hardly 
lift his hand to his mouth, and looked ſo poorly and miſerably, that it pit- 
tied every mans heart that faw him 3 he accounted himſelf now as dead. 
Wherefore he ſent them incontinent for the Lord of Beavieu now Duke of 
Bourbon his Son in law, commanding him to go to Amboiſe to the King his 
Son, (for ſo he termed him : ) he recommended alſo unto him divers of his 
ſervants, and gave him the whole charge and Government of the young 
King, and commanded expreſly that certain whom he named ſhould not 
come nearhis Son, alledging divers good reaſons on that behalf. And if 
the ſaid Lord of Beaviex had obſerved his commandments, at the Jeaſt, part 
of them (for ſome were unreaſonable and not to be obſerved )I think he 
ſhould thereby have benefited both the Realm and himſelf,conſidering what 
hath happened fince in Fraxce. Soon after he ſent alſo the Chancellor, and 
all the officers of the Law to the ſaid King his Son, andin like manner part 
of the Archers of his Guard, and kis Captains, and all his Hawks and 
Hounds with all that appertained thereunto; Further, as many as came to 
viſit him, he commanded to go to A4A#boiſe to the King (for ſo he termed 
him_) deſiring them to ferve him faithfully, and by every one of them he 
ſent him ſome maflage or other; but eſpecially by Steven de Vers, who 
brought up the ſaid young King, and was the firſt groom of his Chamber, 
and already advanced to the Bailiwick of Xfeaux,by the King our Maſter. His 
ſpeech never failed him after he recovercd it, neither were his wits fo. freſh 
at any time as then :' for he purged continually, by means whereof all fumes 
voided that troubled his head. In all the. time of his ſickneſs he never com- 
plained as other men do when they feel pain: at the leaſt my felfam of that 
nature, and fo have] known divers others, and men ſay, that complaining 
aſlwageth grief. | 2 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII 


A compariſon between the ſorrows and troubles that King Lewis feffered, 
and thoſe he cauſed divers others to ſuffer : with a rehearſal of all that 
he did, and all that was done to him, till his death. 


E diſcourſed continually of ſome matter or other, and that very 
gravely, and his diſeaſe endured from Monday till Saturday night, 
Wherefore I will now make compariſon between the troubles and for- 
rows hecauſed others to ſuffer, and thoſe he ſuffered himſelf before his 
death, becauſe I truſt they have carried him into paradiſe, and been part 
of his purgatory. For notwithſtanding that they were not ſo grievous, nei- | 
ther endured ſo long, as thoſe which he cauſed divers others to ſuffer ; | 
yet becauſe his vocation in this world was higher than theirs, by means 
whereof he had never been contraryed, but ſo well obeyed that he ſeemed 
a Prince able to have Governed all Exrope: this little trouble that he en- 
dured contrary to his accuſtomed nature, was to him a great Torment, 
He hoped ever in this good Hermite that was at Pleſſes, whom he cauſed to 
come to him out of Calabria, and continually ſent to him - ſaying, that if it 
pleaſed him he could prolong his life. For notwithſtanding all theſe com. 
mandments given to thoſe whom he ſent to the Daxlphir his Son, yet came 
his ſpirits againto him, in ſuch ſort that he was in hope to recover : and if 
it had ſo hapened, he would eaſily have diſparkled the aſſembly ſent to this 
new King. But becauſe of the vain hope he had in this Hermite, a Do- 
Gor of divinity and certain other thought good to advertiſe him that his 
only hope muſt be in the mercy of God- and they deviſed that Maſter 
Fames Cothier his Phyſitian, in whom he had repoſed his whole confi 
dence, and to whom he gave monthly ten thouſand crowns in hope he 
would prolong his life : ſhould be preſent when this ſpeech ſhould be uſed to 
him. This was Maſter 0/zver his Barbers device, to the end he might 
wholly think upon his Conſcience, and leave all his other imaginations 
conceived of this holy man, and of the ſaid Maſter James his Phyfitian, 
But even like as he had advanced the ſaid Maſter 0/zver and others too 
ſuddenly, without any deſert, to a higher eſtate than was fit for them: 
even {© they took upon them boldly to do ſuch a meſlage to ſo great a 
Prince otherwiſe than became them, not uſing that reverence and humility 
that was to be uſed in ſuch a caſe, and ſuch as they ſhould have uſed, whom 
he had brought up ofa long time, and lately commanded out of his pre- 
ſence for the ſuſpicions conceived of them. And again, like as unto two great 
perſonages whom he had put to death in his time, (to wit, the Duke of Ne- 
20xrs, and the Earl of Saint Paul: for one of the which he repented him at 
his death, and for the other not ; ) he had ſent aſharp meſſage of death by 
Commiſſioners appointed thereunto ; who briefly pronounced their ſentence 
unto them, and forthwith gave them Confeſlors, and but a very ſhort ſpace 
to diſpoſe of their Conſciences : even ſo the above named fignified his death 
unto him rudely and in'few words, ſaying; Sirit is reaſon we do our duties, 
hope no more inthis holy man,nor any other thing, for ſure you are but dead: 
therefore think upon your Conſcience, for your hour 1s come, and every 
one of them ſaid ſomewhat briefly to him to that effe&t. But he anſwered, I 
truſt God will help me, and peradventurelI am not ſo fick as you ſuppoſe. 
What a ſharp corroſive was it to him to hear theſe newes and this cruel ſen- 


tence? forneyer man feareddeath more than he, nor ſought ſo many wayes 
t2 
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to avoid it as he did. Moreover, in all his life time he had given command- 


ment toall his Servants, as well my {elfas others, that when we ſhould ſee him 
in danger of death, we ſhould only move him to confeſs himſelf and diſpoſe 


' of his Conſcience, not ſounding in his ear this dreadful word Death, know- 


ing that he ſhould not be able patiently to hear that cruel ſentence : not- 
withſtanding he endured both that anddivers other puniſhments till the very 
hour of Death more patiently than ever I ſaw any man. To this Son 
whom he called King, he ſent many;meſlages,and confeſſed himſelf very de- 
youtly, and faid divers Prayers anſwerable to the Sacraments he received, 
which alſo himſelf demanded. . He ſpake as heartily as if he had not been 
ſick, and talked of all matters touching the King his Sons Eſtatez and among 
other things.gave commandment that the Lord of Cordes ſhould not depart 
from his Son by the ſpace of halt a year after his Death : and further, that he 
ſhould be intreated to attempt nothing againſt Calzce, nor elſewhere ; ſaying, 
that notwithſtanding he had deviſed theſe enterpriſes for the Kings profit, 
and the benefit of the Realm, yet were they very dangerous, eſpecially that 
of Calice, for fear of moving the Engliſhmen thereby to War. Further, he 
willed eſpecially that afer his death the Realm ſhould reſt in peace the ſpace 
of five or fix years, a matter which he would never yield unto during his 
life, though very needfu] : for notwithſtanding it were great and large, yet 
was it in poor and miſerable eſtate, eſpecially becauſe of the paſſing to and 
fro of the men of Arms, who continually removed from one Country to 
another. ' He gave order alſo that no quarrel ſhould be picked in Brittain, 
but that Duke Francis ſhould be ſuffered to live in quiet, and not be put in 
any doubt or fear of War, neither yet any other neighbour bordering upon 
the Realm, to the end the King and the Realm might reſt in peace till the 
King were of years to diſpoſe thereof at his own pleaſure. | 
Thus you ſce how undiſcreetly his death was ſignified to him, which I 
have rehearſed becauſe I began to make a compariſen between thoſe evils 
which he had cauſed divers of his ſubjects to ſuffer , and thoſe himſelf 
ſuffered before his death, to the end you may perceive that notwithſtand- 
ing they were not ſo grievous, nor fo long (as I have ſaid :) yet were 
they grievous to him conſidering his nature, which demanded obedience, 
and had been better obeyed than any Prince 1n his time; ſo that one half 
word contrarying his mind was to him a grievous puniſhment. Five or 
fix days before his death he had all-men 1n ſuſpicion, eſpecially all that were 
worthy of credit and authority, yea, he grew jealous. of his own' Son, 
and cauſed him to be ſtraitly guarded, neither did any man fee him 


or ſpeak with him but by his commandment : at the length he began to. 


ſtand in doubt alſo of his Daughter, -and of his Son in Law now Duke 
of Bourhor, and woulds needs know. what: men entred into Pleſſes with 
them, and in the end brake off an Aſſembly that the Duke of Boyrbox 
his Son in Law held there by his Commandment. Moreover, at the 
ſame time that his ſaid Son in Law, and the Earl of D#u#o7s (returning 
from the Convoy of the Ambaſlage that came to Amboiſe, to the Marriage 
of the King his Son and the Queen) entred into the Caſtle of Pleſſzs, with 
a great Band of Men: the King who cauſed the Gates to be ſtraitly kept, 
being in the Gallery that looked into the Court of the ſaid Caſtle; cauſed 


one of the Captains of his Guard to come to him, whom they commanded 


o fee] as he talked with the ſaid Noblemens Servants whether they ware any 
Brigandines under their Cloaks,not making ſhew as though he came purpoſe- 
ly tor that intent. Hereby you may perceive 1f he cauſed divers others to 
liven fearand ſuſpicion under him:whether he were paid now with the , ike 

in? 
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-himſelf ; for of whom could he be aſſured, miſtruſting his Son, his Dangh: 
ter, and his Son in Law 2 Wherefore thus much I will fay not only of him, 
but of all other Princes that deſire to be feared : that they never feel there. 
venge thereof till their Age, and then their penance is to feara]l men. What 
great grief think yon was 1t to this poor King to be troubled with theſe paſſi- 
ons? He had a Phyſitian called Maſter Fames Cothier, to whom he gave in 
five months 54000. Crowns, after the rate of x0000. the month, and 4000, 
over, beſides the Biſhoprick of A4»ezs for his Nephew, and other Offices 
and Lands for him and his Friends. The ſaid Phyfitian uſed him ſo roughly, 
that a man would not give his Servant fo ſharp language as he gave the 
King 3 and yet the King ſo much feared him, that he durſt not command 
him out of his preſence : for notwithſtanding that he complained to di- 
vers of him, yet durſt he not change him as he did all his other Servants, 
becauſe this Phyſitian once faid thus boldly to him; 7 4row that one day 
ou will command me away as you do all your other ſervants, but you ſhall 
not live eight days after, binding it with a great Oath. Which words put 
the King in ſuch | ah that eyer after he flattered him, and beſtowed gifts up- 
on him, which was a marvellous Purgatory to him in this World, conſider- 
ing of how many Noblemen and Gentlemen he had been obeyed. 

Moreover, he had cauſed divers cruel Priſons to be made ; as for Exam- 
ple, Cages being eight foot ſquare, and'one foot more than a mans height, 
ſome of Iron, and ſome of Wood, plated with Iron both within and with- 
out with horrible Iron works. He that firſt deviſed them was the Biſhop 
of Yerdaun, who incontinent was himſelf put into the firſt that was made, 
where he remained fourteen years. Many have curſed him for his device, 
and among others my ſelf, for I lay in one of them under the King that 
now raigneth, the ſpace of eight Months. He had alſo cauſed certain Al- 
2:4ins to make terrible heavy Irons to lay men in, among the which there 
was a Fetter to put on their Feet very hard to be opened, like to a Carquan, 
with a weighty Chain,and a great Iron Ball at the end thereof, heavy beyond 
all meaſure. Theſe Irons were called the Kings Nets. Notwithſtanding I 
have ſeen divers Gentlemen lie in them as Priſoners, who came forth after- 
ward with great honour, and were advanced by him to high Eſtate : as for 
example, a Son of the Lord of Grataze in Flanders, taken Priſoner in the 
Wars, whom the King afterward richly married, and made one of his Cham- 
ber, and Seneſchal of 4zjox, and gave him charge of a hundred Launces ; 
and in like manner the Lord of Pzernes and the Lord of Yergy taken Pri- 
ſoners alſo in the Wars, who both had m— of men of Arms under the 
King and other goodly Offices, and were of the Privy Chamber either to 
him or his Son. The like hapnedalſo to the Lord of Kichbourg the Conſta- 
bles Brother, and to one Roguehertiz of the Country of Cathelony, bein 
likewiſe taken Priſoners in the Wars, whom he afterward highly ad 
with divers others of divers Countries too long to rehearſe. But now to re- 
turn to the matter. As 1n his time theſe divers and ſundry cruel Priſons 
were deviſed : even ſo he before his Death lay in the like, yea in much cru- 
eller Priſon than any of them, and was in greater fear than they that ſtood 
in fear of him, which I account as a great grace towards him,and as part of his 
Purgatory,and rehearſe it only to ſhew that every man of what eſtate or con- 
dition ſoever he be,is puniſhed either ſecretly or openly,eſpecially,thoſe that 
puniſh others. Further, the King a little before his death incloſed his Caſtle of 
Pleſſis with aGrate of Tron bars, and at the four corners of the ſaid Caſtle caul- 
ed four ſtrong Watch-houſes of Iron to be built. The ſaid Grate was made 


direaly over againſt the Caſtle wall round about the Caſtle on the outer 


{ide 
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fide of the ditch, which was very ſteep. He cauſed alſo to be maſoned 
into the wall a great number of Iron Spears, each of them having divers 
heads ſet cloſe together. Moreover, he appointed ten Croſsbow men to 
be continually in the ſaid ditches, and to ly in the four Iron houſes built 
in the bottom of the ſaid ditches, and gave them commandment to ſhoot 
at every man that approached near to the gate, before the gate opened; 
He knew well that this fortification was to no purpole, againſt a great 
force or an army, but that he doubted not : his only fear was, that cer- 
tain Noble Men of his Realm having intelligence in the Caſtle, would at- 
tempt to enter into it in the night, partly by loveand partly by force, and 
take the Government upon them, and make him live as a man bereft of his 
wits, and unworthy to rule. The Caſtle gate never opened before eight of 
the clock inthe morning, neither was the draw-bridge let down till that 
hour, and thenentred his officers, and the Captains of his Guard placed the 
ordinary Warders, and appointed Archers to the watch both at the Gateand 
within the Court, as if it had beena Frontier Town ftraitly kept + nei- 
ther entred any man without the Kings commandment but by the wicket, 
ſave the Stewards of his houſe, and ſuch like officers that went not to him. 
Ts it poſſible then to hold a King (I mean uſing him like a Prince )in a ſtrait- 
er priſon than he held himſelf? The cages wherein he held others were a- 
bout eight foot ſquare, and he being ſo great a Prince had but a little 
Court 1a the Caſtle towalk in, yea and ſeldom came he into that: foruſu- 
ally he kept himſelf in the Gallery, from whence he never ſtirred but when 
he went to Maſs, at which time he paſſed through the Chambers, and not 
through the Court. Think you that he wasnot in fear as well as others, ſee- 
ing he locked himſelf in after this ſort, kept himſelf thus cloſe, ſtood in 
ſuch fear of his children and neareſt Kinſmen, and changed and removed his 
Servants from day to day, whom he had brought up and whoſe goodeſtate 
depended wholly upon him, in ſuch ſort that he durſt truſt none of them, 
but bound himſelf in theſe ſtrange chains and bands ? The place I confeſs 
was larger than a common priſon, ſo was his eſtate greater than a common 
priſoners. But a man will ſay peradventure, that other Princes have been 
more ſuſpicious than he, whereuntoT agree - but none ſure in our time, net- 
ther any ſo wiſe as he, nor that had ſo good ſubjectsas he had and as 


touching them peradventure they were cruel Tyrants, but he never puniſh- | 
ed any without deſert. All this above written I have reherſed, not fo much. 


to publiſh the ſuſpicions of the King our Maſter - as partly to prove that the 


patientenduring of theſe -paſſions, beingequal with thoſe he had cauſed os ; 
thers to endure ; and of this ſickneſs being ſharp and troubleſome to him, 


and the which he feared greatly before he fell into it; is to be accounted as 


a puniſhment Godgave him in this World,to eaſe himin theWorld to come; 


and partly to give an example to thoſe that ſhall come after him, to have 
ſome more compaſlich on their people than he had, and to be leſs rigorous 
in puniſhing. than he was. Notwithſtanding for my part Iam not able to ac- 
cule him, neither ſaw Tever a better Prince ; for though himſelf prefled his 
ſubje&s, yet would he ſuffer none other ſo to do, friend or foe. 

' After all theſe fears, ſorrows,and ſuſpicions,GodC according to his accuſto- 
med goodneſs)wrought a miracle upon him 3 healing him both in ſoul and bo- 
dy: for he took him out of this miſerable world, being perfect of ſenſe, under- 
ſtanding, and memory, having received all his Sacraments without all grief 
to mans judgment, and talking continually even within a Pater zoſter while 
of his death; ſo that he gave order for his funeral, .and named thoſe that 


ſhould accompany his body to the grave: ſaying ever, that he truſted to die 
V on 
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on no day but Saturday, and that our Lady, in whom he had ever put his 
confidence, and always devoutly ſerved, had purchaſed him this grace, and 
ſure ſo it happened : for he ended his life upon Saturday the 30. of 4ugy 

inthe year 1433.at eight of the clock at night, 1n the ſaid Caſtle of Pr, 
where he fell ſick the Monday before. His foul, I truſt, is with God, and 
reſteth in his bleſſed Realm of Paradile, in | 


CHAP. XIII 


A diſcourſe upon the miſery of mans life, by the examples of thoſe Princes 


that lived in the authors time, and firſt of King Lewis. 


Mall truſt ought mean and poor men to repoſe in worldly wealth and 
& honours, ſeeing this mighty King, after ſo long trouble and travel for 
the obtaining ofthem, forſook them all, and could not prolong his life 
one hour for all that he could do. I knew him and ſerved him in the flower 
of his age and in his great proſperity, yet never ſaw Ihim free from toil of 
body and trouble of mind. Above all paſtimes he loved hunting and hawk: 
ing in their ſeaſons, hunting eſpecially. As touching women, he was free 
from that all the time that I ſerved him : for a little before my coming to 
him, he loſt one of his Sons, whoſe death he took very heavily ; and ſoon 
after made a ſolemn vow to God in my preſence, never to accompany with 
women but the Queen his wife. Whereunto notwithſtanding that he were 


himſelf, eſpecially the Queen being none of thoſe in whoſe beauty a man 
could take great delight, but otherwiſe a ver yvertuous Lady. In this paſtime 
of hunting he took almoſt as much pain as pleaſure;for the toil was great, be- 
cauſe heran the Hart to death by force. Beſides that, he aroſe very early in 
the morning and oftentimes went far, neither could any weather make him 
leave his ſport.Sometime alſo he returned very weary and in manner ever dif: 
pleaſed with one or other:tor this game isnot always made as they wiſh that 
have the ordering thereof ; notwithſtanding in all mens opinions, he for his 
part underſtood it better than any man in his time. Inthis paſtime he exerci- 
{ſed himſelf continually, lodging about 1n the villages till wars began. For 
almoſt every ſummer there was ſomewhat to do between Duke Charles of 
Burgundy and him : but when winter approached they uſed to make truce, 
He had great wars alſo for the County of Roxſfillion with King John of Arra- 
gor.,the King of Sparzns father that now liveth. For notwithſtanding that they 
were very poor, and in war with their ſubje&s, namely them of Bar ſeloxne 
and others, and that the Son were of no force : (tor he expected the inheri- 
2 For ought T tance of King *® Frederick, of Caſtile his wives brother, which afterward fell 
_ = al to him) velbicans they had the hearts of the ſubjeRts, of the ſaid County 
this Frederick, Of Rouſſallion, they made great reſiſtance againfi him, which coſt the King 
ſhould beHen- and his Realm full dear : oe many a good mandiedand was ſlain there, and 
peareth by Infinite treaſure was conſumed in thoſe wars ; for they endured long. 
= - rg Thus you ſee that the pleaſure the King had was but one ſmall time in 
$. cap. 9. the year, andthat joined with great toil and travel of his perſon - when 
cap. 18. his body wasat reſt, his mind was occupied, for he had to do in many pla- 
I br m4 ces, and. buhed himſelf as much with his neighbours affairs, as with his 
and Provence Own,ſeeking to place menin their houſes, ® and to beſtow the offices therein 
under King * at his pleaſure. When he was in war he deſired peace: of truce, which not- 


Rene. withſtanding when he had obtained, -he could not long away with. — 
' medle 


bound by the laws of marriage; yet was it muchthat he. had ſuch ſtay of | 


ces 


ife 


'er 
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medled with many trifling matters in his Realm, which he might well have 
paſſed over : but ſuch was his diſpoſition and life. And to ſay the. truth, 
his memory was ſo excellent that he forgat nothing, but knew all the world, 
all Countries,and all men of eſtimation round about him; ſo that he ſeemed 
a Prince worthier to govern the whole world than one Realm alone. Of his 
youth I am able to ſay nothing, tor I was not with him at that timez not- 
withſtanding what I have heard, that I will report. Being but eleven years of 
age hewas buſied by certain Princes and other of the Realm,in a war againſt 
King Charles his father, called /2 Pragzerie, which endured not long. And 
when he was grown to mans eſtate he married the King of ScotlandsDaugh- 
ter, <and during her life never joyed with her: after her death becaule * others write 
of the factions and troubles that were inthe King his fathers Court, he re- at be was 
tired into his own Countrey of Davlphiz, whither a great number of Gen- ga "nr Laps 
tlemen accompanied him, yea many more than he was able to maintain. married her, 
While he was in Daxlphin he married the Duke of $avoys daughter, ——— poten gf 
and ſoon after fell at variance with his father in law, ſo that ſharp war a- and ſhe died 
roſe betweenthem. King Charles ſeeing his ſon ſo well accompanied with 7%; 1445. 
Gentlemen and wen of arms, determined to go againſt him in perſon with name _ 
oreat force, and to chaſe him out of the Country by ſtrong hand : wheretore — 
he put himſelf upon the way, and endeavoured to withdraw his ſons men Pere ® 
from him, commanding them as his ſubjects under pain of his diſpleaſure cond King of 
to repairunto him. Whercunto divers obeyed, to the King our Maſters —_— 
great grief; who ſeeing his fathers indignation againſt him, determined fome com- 
(notwithſtanding that his force were great.) to depart thence, and leave the + oop br g 
Country to his fathers diſpoſing. And. in this eſtate travelled he through y, vreath, 
Burgindy with a ſmall train to Duke Philip, who received him very ho- +7 =="Y 
nourably, furniſhed him with money to maintain his eſtate, and gave year- js ove 
ly penſions to his principal ſervants, namcly to the Earl of Comminges, the 
Lord of Xoztaubar, and others, and beſtowed alſo during his being there 
divers large gifts upon his other ſervants. Notwithſtanding becauſe he en- 
tertained ſuch a number, his money failed often to his great grief, ſo that 
he was forced to borrow ſomewhere or other, otherwiſe his men would 
have forſaken him 3 which undoubtedly isa great trouble to a Prince unac- 
cu'tomed thereunto. Thus you ſee that he was not without vexation and an» 
guiſh of mind during his aboad in this houſe of Burgundy: for he was for- 
ced to fawn both upon the Duke and his principal ſervants, leſt they ſhould 
wax weary of him, for he was there a long time, to wit, the ſpace of fix 
years. Beſides that, his father ſcent Ambaſladours continually to the Duke, 
requiring him either to put him forth of his dominions or ſend him back to 
him. Wherefore it is to be thought that he was not idle nor withour | 
great vexation of mind. All theſe things conſidered : when may a man ſay 
that he lived in joy and pleaſure? Sure in mine opinion from his child- 
hood till his death he was in continual toil and trouble, fo that if all his 
pleaſant and joyful dayes were numbred, I think they ſhould be found but 
tew - yeaT am fully perſwaded, that for one pleaſant there ſhould be found 
twenty difpleaſant. He lived about 61. yearsz notwithſtanding that he 
had conceived an imagination that ke ſhould never paſs threeſcore, ſaying, 
that no King of Frazce of long time paſſed that age, ſome ſay none fince 
Charles the great. Notwithſtanding the King our Maſter when he dyed 
was well forward in the threeſcore and one year. | | | 
Duke Charles of Burgundy what reſt or quietneſs had he more than the 
King our Maſter 2 True it is that in his youth he was not much troubled, for 
he attempted nothing till the two and twentieth year of his age, but lived 
V 3: | till 
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till that time in health and at eaſe. But then he began to buſie himſelf with 

his fathers officers, whom his father maintained againſt him - for'the which 

cauſche abſented himſelf and went into Ho//anud, where he was well re- 

ceived and had intelligence with them of Gaxz#, and ſometime alſo went 

thither himſelf, He had not one peny of his father, but this Country of 
Hol/andwas marvellousrich and gave him goodly preſents, as did alſo divers 

oreat Towns of his other Scigntories, hoping thereby to win his favour jn 

timeto come. For it is a common thing, eſpecially among the vulgar fort, 

33 to love better, and ſeek rather to him whoſe power 1s growing, than to 
bone fu with Dim who is already ſo great that he can be no greater. © For the which 
Pompeies fay- cauſe Duke Philip, when men told him that they of Garzt loved his Son 
s + Jorg marvellous well, and that he could skill of their humour : was wont to an- 
mans did , {wer, that their Prince in expettation they ever loved dearly,but their Prince 
—— pti- in poſleflion they hated ever cxtreamly, which ſaying proved true. For 
aries flew after Duke Charles began to Reign over them they never loved him, and 
venerari, that they well declared as beforel have rehearſed : he alſo for his part bare 
them as little good will, notwithſtanding they did his poſterity more harm 

than they could do him. But toproceed, after the time that Duke Charles 


moved war for the Towns in Picardy, which the King our Maſter had re- Þ 
deemed of Duke Phz/jp his father, and joyned himſelf with the Princes of 


this Realm, in the war called the Meale publick : he never was quiet, but in 
continual travel both of body and mind. For his heart was ſo inflamed with 


defire of glory, that heattempted to conquer all that lay about him. All Þ 


ſummer he kept the field with great danger of his perſon, and took upon 
himſelf the charge and care of the whole army : all which trouble ſeemed 
not vet ſufficient to him. He was the firſt up and the laſt down, as if he had 
been the pooreſt Souldier in his Camp. If he reſted from wars any time 1n 
winter, yet was he bufied-all day long from fix of the clock in the morning, 
either 1n levying of money, or receiving Ambaſladours, or giving them au- 
dience. Inthis travel and miſery ended he his dayes, and was lain of the 
Swiſſers before Nancy, as you haveheard ; ſo that a man may juſtly ſay,that 
he never had good day from the time that ambition firſt entred into his 
mind, till the hour of his death. And what got he by all this travel ? what 
needed he thus to have toiled himſelf, being ſo richa Prince, and having fo 
many goodly Towns &Seigniories under his ſubjection, where he might have 
lived in great joy and Proſperity, if it had ſo ſed him? 


I muſt now ſpeak of Edward King of Exgland, who was ſo great and 


&. 8. Eartof mighty a Prince. In his youth he ſaw the Duke of Tork his father diſcom- 
; #008 Jah fited, and (lain in battel, and with him the Earl of Farwicks father, * the 


ther was Ri- 
chard Nevil which Earl of Warwick Governed King Edward in his youth, and all his af- 


Earl of $alif” f3irs; yea to ſay the truth, made him King, and was the only man that de- 


bury, wh - . 
was nor lain feated his enemyKingHernry,who had reigned many years inEzgland,and was 


bh lawful King both in mine opinion, and in the judgment of the whole world. 
Richard But as touching great Realms and Seigniories, God holdeth them in his hand, 


with Richard 
Duke of7ork, and diſpoſeth of them at his pleaſure ; for all proceedeth of him. The 


___ 3" cauſe that moved the Earl of Warwick to ſerve the houſe of Tork, againſt 
ortwoaiter King Henry, who was ofthe houſe of Lancaſter, was this. The Earl of 


beheaded,and Warwick and the Duke of Somerſet fell at variance in King Hemrys 


his head ſent yp . 
w74þ, as Court, who was a very fimple man: the Queen his wife being of the 


the ſaid Dukes houſe of Arjor, Daughter to Rene King of $3czly, took part with the Duke 


_ mw I of Sommerſet againſt the Earl. But conſidering that they had all acknow- 
hare amen* ledged both King Herry and his Father and Grandfather for their 
1 + gong lawful Princes: the ſaid Lady ſhould have done much better to _ 
"ia taken 
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Philip de Commines. 121 
taken npon her the office of Judge or Mediator between them, than to take 
part with either of them, as the ſequel well declared. For hereupon aroſe 
war, which continued nine and twenty years + during the which ſpace ma- 
ny bloody battels were fought, and in the end, all in manner both of the 
one part and the other flain. Now to ſpeak a word or two of faftions : 
ſurely they are marvellous dangerous, eſpecially among great men, who 
are naturally inclined to nouriſh and maintain them. But you will ſay per- 
adventure, that by this means the Prince ſhall have intelligence of all things 
that paſs, aad thereby hold both the parties in the greater fear. In truth 
I can well agree that a young Prince uſe this order among Ladies - for by this 
means he ſhall have pleaſure and ſportenough, and underſtand of all their 
newes - but to nouriſh factions among men, yea among Princes and men 
of vertue and courage, nothing can be more dangerous, becauſe by that 
means he ſhall kindle an unquenchable fire in his houſe - for forthwith one 
of the parties will ſuppoſe the King to be againſt them, and then to forti- * Comminch | 
fie themſelves will enter into intelligence with his enemies. The factions rye 
of Orleans and Burgundy prove this point nr for the wars that had lived fix- 


ſprang thereof continued threeſcore and twelve years} the Ezg/zſh men being _— 


parties in'them, who thought to have conquered the whole Realm. But to when the 
return to King Edward, he was very young when his Father was lain, and _ Wk 
the beautifulleſt Prince in the World : but after he had vanquithed all his him out of 


enemies, he gave himſelf wholly to pleaſures, as to dames, tea(ting, banket- ah 


ing, and hunting in the which delicacies he continued about ſixteen years, 3 he faith 12. 


Eto wit, till the Earl of Jarwickand he fell at variance, in the which wars, or 13. years, 
notwithſtanding that the King were chaſed out of his Realm, yet continu- — 


ed he not long 1n that eſtate : for he ſoon returned, and having obtained rruth; for in- 


the victory, more abandoned himſclfto all pleaſures than before, He feared —_— 
= 


no man, but fed himſelf marvellous fat, by means whereof in the flower of year of his 
his age diſeaſes grew upon him, ſo that he died in a manner ſuddenly, of Reign. 


an Apoplexy, and his heirs males loſt the Crown, as before you have heard. 4... drnpd 
In this our agereigned alſo two valiant and wiſe Princes, namely Atathias med Johannes 
King of Hungary, and Mahomet Ottoman Emperour of Turk y. This King +010 eata 
Mathias was Son to a valiant Knight called the white Knight of ralachie, thers name 
k a Gentleman of great wiſdom and vertue, who governed long the Realm ws Buth, of 
of Hungary, and obtained many goodly victories againſt the Txrks, i who rod 
border upon the ſaid Realm, by reaſon of the Seigniorics they have uſur- ruprly prinred | 


ped in Greece and Sclavony. * Soon after his death King Lancelot came to —— gx 


mans eſtate, | who was right heir not only ofthe Realm of Hungary, but al- i To wit, 20- 
ſo of Bohemia and Polonia. He by the Counſel of certain cauled the white me mg n 
Knights two Sons to be apprehended, alledging that their father had ufur- gain Anu- 


d too great rule and authority in the Realm, and that the Sons being _ _ his 
JINaCS IK 


Gentlemen of great courage might peradventure attempt the like. Where- jc, barels, 
fore the ſaid King Lancelot reſolved to lay them both inprifon, and incon- and ovrained 


tinent put the elder to death, ® and fent the ſaid Mathias priſonet to Bude —_—_—_ 


the chief Town of Hu»gary, where he remained not long. And I ſuppoſe * Sclavony 
that God took in good part the great ſervices his Father had done, For --—>-oqggdd 
ria. 
! Some write that this Lancelot cailed in Latin Stories Ladiſ{aus came to full years before Huniades death, and oe him in 
recompence of his ſervice the Earldom of Brifrich, and yer afterward ſought ro kill him by the perſwafſjon of Ulrich Earl 
of Cily rhe ſaid Ladiſlaus uncle: but Huntadey valiantly defended himſelf, and ſoon after died. Bur indeed the truth is,that 
Ladiſlaus was born the 21. of February 1 440. and Huniades died the 10 of Seprember 1456, ſo that at Huniades death, La- 
diflaus was almoſt 19. years of age, and by the perſwafion of this Earl Ulrich had taken the Government upon himſelf, 
” Theelder brothers name was Ladiſ{/aus. The cauſe of his death was, for that in defence of himſelf he had {lain the Earl 
Ulrich, who aſſaulted him, as before he had done his father, and continually ſought both kis blood and his brothers. Where« 
fore the King c2uſed both the brethren deceirfully ro be raken, and beheaded the elder bcing five of fix and ewenty years 
pf age, Ir is written, that the hangman gave him three ſrrokes with the ſword, before he could pierce his $kin, 


V 3 ſoon 
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"King Lz- ſoon after King Lancelot was poiſoned at Prage in Bohemia, " by a Gentle. 


dau dicd of man of a go0d houſe( whole Brother my ſelthave teen) of whom he was 


oil e2l, : - , 
« 5 Ga enamored,and ſhe likewiſe of him; ſo far forth that ſhe being diſpleaſed with 


1457 his marriage with the Daughter of Charles the VII. King of Fraxce now 
called Princeſs of Yiexna ( againſt his promiſe made to her) poiſoned him 
ina bath, as ſhe gave him a piece of apple to eat, having conveighed the 
poiſon into the haft of her knife. Immediately after King Laxcelots death, 
the Barons and Nobles of the Realm aſſembled to chooſe a new King - for 
the cuſtomof the Country is, when the King dieth without iſſue, that the 
Nobles may proceed to aneleGtion. And while they were there 1n great di- 
viſion about their choice, the white Knights widow mother to Mathias 

» Ocher Bj. Came into the Town with a goodly trains for becauſe the had great trea- 

ſtories vary ſire left her by her husband, ſhe was ſoon able to levie great forces: and 

much in ths f;rther, | think the had good intelligence both in the Town and allo a- 


» parc mong the Nobility, becauſe of the _ {may her husband had born in the 


Commines for 
they make Realm. Sherode ſtraight to the priſon and took her Son out of it. © Where- 


+ Sohn —— upon part of the Barons and Prelates there aſſembled for the elettion, fled 
very by his for fear, thereſt chole the ſaid Mathias King, who reigned in the Realm 


Morhers with as great proſperity as any King theſe many years, and hath been as 


means, bur . : # 
ſay char King highly praiſed and commended, yea more in ſome points than any of his 


Laditius be predeceſlors. He was one of the valianteſt men that lived in his time, and 


17g hated in . . . . '. - 
Zope for Obtained oreat victories againſt the Turks, without all damage to his own 


Huniaderelder Realm, the which he enlarged on all fides, as well towards Boherria (the 


7» nay greateſt part whereot he held) as alſo towards Yalachie where he was born, 
Bhemia, lea» and towards Sclavoria. In like manner upon the Frontiers of Al-ain he 


ding Mathizz yon the greateſt part of A»ſtrich from the Emperour Frederick, now reign- 


ith hi G ry k 6 . : . 
mes, - ing, and poſleſſed it till his death, which happened in the year 1491. I1n Y7ex- 


» #9Pog 24 the chief Town of Axſtrich. This King Governed his affairs - with great 
ws dieg Wildom, as well in peace as war : but alittle before his death perceiving him- 


Ladiſlaus | 
of poiſon. as {elf to be feared of his enemies, he grew marvellous pompous and ſumptu- 


Ons ous in his Court, and amaſled an infinite quantity of goodly ſtuff, jewels 
on is made. and plate, for the furniture of his houſe. All his affairs were diſpatched 
Afrer tis by himſelf or by his dire&ion. Before his death his ſubjects ſtood in great 


death George . , : 
Pojebrac uſur- fear of him, for he waxed cruel, and ſoon after fell into a grievous and 1n- 


ey - _ curable diſeaſe being but young, towit, eight and tweaty years of age, ? or 
this Marhiss theEreabout. He diced having ſpent his life in much more labour and travel 
being ſtill pri- than pleaſure. 

foner at P!4- | The Tyrkabove mentioned 4 was a wiſe and Noble Prince, but uſing wiles 


gve : bur the | WO a 
Nobles of and ſubtilty more than courage and valour. True it is thar hisfather left him 


Hungary, ve- great, forhe had been a hardy Prince, and won Adriavople, © which is as 
fathers grear Much to ſay, as the City of Adrian. This Turk that Inow write of, took 
ſervices,chole 1n the three and twentieth year of his age the City of Conſtantinople. 'T have 

4 ſenc {Een his Portraiture when he was of thoſe years, the Iineaments whercof 


King, and ſent : | 
tothe ſaid made ſhew of an excellent wit. It was a ſhame for all Chriſtendom to ſuffer 


BijebracreW'- the Town fo to beloſt : for he took it by aflault, and the Emperour of 


ring his deli ; ; i 
very: who the Eaſt whom we call Emperour of Conſtantinople, was (lain himſelf at 


compliſhed the breach *with a number-of valiant men, and divers women of great E- 
their requeſt on that behalf,bur a'ſo gave the ſaid Mathias his daughter in marriage, and ſent him intoHangaryNobly accom- 
panied ? This place is marvellouſly corrupted ; for King Mathias was born the 24. of February 1443. and died the fifth 
of April at Vienna of an Apoplexie the year 1450. or as our author ſaith x 491. ſo that by this computation he lived about 
48 years, and ſo undoubtedly this 28. muſt be read 48. 7 This Turk is Mahomet the ſecond. * Others write that Amura- 
thes the third £mperovr of Tyrþy won Adrianople, and it may be that the name deceived our author: for this Turks fa- 
thers name was alſo Amurathes 3 but this was Amurathes the ſecond, and he that won Adrianople Amurathes the firft. 
I Conflantinople was taken anno 1453. the 29. of May, . © This Emperour was named Conflantinus Pales/ogus : but as others 


write he was not (lain ar the breach, but thronged to death in the gate as he would haye fled. R 
ate 
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ſtate and Noble houſes raviſhed : to be ſhort, no cruelty was omitted. 

This was his fr{t exploit, but not hislaſt, for he continued till his death 

in atchieving great enterpriſes: ſo that I heard once an Ambaſſador of re- 

vice tell duke Charles of Burgundy that he had conquered two Empires, 

four Realms, and two hundred Cities. He meant the Empires of Coxſtar- 

tinople and Trapezond 5 *the Realms of Boſne, ® Syria, Armenia, and I 

thiak Morea *was the fourth,in which the the Yezet7ars held two places. He 

conquered alſo divers goodly ]fles inthe Sea,called Archipel,Anear to the ſaid 

Morea,with the Ifles of Nigrepont © and Aftylene © he ſubdued in like manner 

the greateſt part of Albany and — And as his conqueſts were great 

againſt the Chriſtians, ſo were they alſo againſt them of his own law, of,,, .. 

whom he deſtroyed many a great Prince, as the Caramar f and divers 0- conquered 

thers. The greateſt part of his affairshe Governed by his own wiſdom, Tpexonde, 

as did our King and the King of Haygary alſo: who were three of the JJ, appeareth 
reateſt Princes that reigned theſe hundred years. But the courteſie and after inthe 


EL" of life of the King our Maſter, and his good uſage both of his own _ 


ſervants and ſtrangers far paſſed both the others; and no marvel, forhe ruptly in the 
French Breſ- 


was the moſt Chriſtian King. As touching worldly pleaſures this Tzrk, had ſaxne. This 
his fill ; for he ſpent the greateſt part of his life in them, and had he not realm of 


been ſo much addicted to them, undoubtedly he would have done much re m_ 


more miſchief. There was no fleſhly vice that he was free from, but in Stephen King 


oluttony he paſſed, and apgfording to his diet diſeaſes fell upon him - for of thar Coun- 
every ſpring (as I have heard thoſe report that have ſeen him) his Tegs ,} 37: 1493 
ſwelled as big as a mans body,notwithſtanding they brake not, but the ſwel- King of zun- 


aflwaged of it ſelf, No Chirurgeon could tell the cauſe of this dif- £22 oon 
'* afrer recover- 


lin 
yer fave only that it proceeded of gluttony, and it may be that it was ſome ea ic again. 


ſpecial puniſhment of God. This ſaid diſeaſe was the cauſe he came ſo ſel- © MHrea was 
dom abroad, and kept himſelf ſo cloſe in his Chariot, fearing that the mi- + mon 


ſerable eſtate he was in, would cauſe his ſubjects to deſpiſe him. Hedied * This 4r- 
being two and fity years of age *or thereabout, in manner ſuddenly : pes _ 


* notwithſtanding, he made his Teſtament, which my ſelf have ſeen, where- the which the 


in he made conſcience of a ſubſidy lately levyed upon his ſubjeds, if the rare 


ſaid Teſtament be true. Let Chriſtian Princes then weigh well what they ="1;,cpom 
ought todo ; conſidering that they have no authority in right and reaſon inrimes paſt 


to levy any thing upon their ſubje&s without their permiſſion and conſent, P35, 


Books have 
ſome of them the Carnian, ſome the Larmaniau, and ſome (* becauſe they will be ſure not to erre) nothing Bur undoubt- 
edly it is to be read as | have here trarſlared ir, For further declaration whereof we muſt underſtand, that about the year 
1250. four noble houſes came out of Perſia with their Captaines and Armies, the Otthomans, Aſſembecs, Scandelors or 
Candelors, and the Caramats. All theſe four houſes ſubdued every one of them ſome region : the Ortcmans won Bithynia, 
Phrygia, Galatia. The Aſſembecs Syria, Armenia, Cappadocia, Pajhlagonia. The Scandelors held the greateſt parc of Pontus, 
and the Caraman! Cilicia, Lecia, Lycaonia, Pamphylia. But the heule of Orthoman in the end devoured all the other three. 
The Aſſembecs were vanquiſhed by this Mahomet an. 1459. For you ſhall-underfiand, that Uſumcguſanes King of the Aſſem « 
becs fought three great battels with this Mahomet. In the two firft he overthrew him, bur in the third he was utterly 0- 
verthrown, by reaſon that Mahomet had great artillery in his Camp, which novelty (unknown before to the Eatierly 
Nations) diſcomfited Vſurcaſſanes army, who in this battle loſt alſo his Son Zeinalde. After this battle Mahomer won all 
Cappadicia, Papblaginia, and took Trapezonde the ſear of the Aſſembecs Empire, with the greateſc part of Armenia and 
Syria, as mention is here made. Further, after this battel Mahomet rook from Pyramitus Prince of the Caramans, the great- 
eſt part of Cilicia: and afrer this Hahomets d eath Bajaxet his Son ſlew in battel Abraham the laſt Prince of the Caramans, 
and utterly'deſiroyed thathcuſe, As rouching the $candelors, after the Aſſembecs and Caramans were deſtroyed, the Prince 
of the Scandelors yielded his Country to Bajazet, and in exchange thereof had certain revenues given him in Watolia. 
And thus were all the three houſes ſubdued by the houſe of Onhoman : which diſcourſe for the betrer underftand- 
ing of this place, I have been forced to write ſomewhat at large. * Others write $8. and others write 56. but ſure our au- 

thor reporteth his age trulieſt : for he was born an. 1430, the 24. of March, and died of the Colick x481. the third of 


Mey, ſo that he was entred into his two and fiftyerh year, 


| The 


The Sixth Book of 


The C onclufion of the Author. 


O U ſee here a number of great perſonages dead in ſhort ſpace, who 

Þ travelled ſo mightily, and endured ſo many anguiſhes and ſorrqgws 
to purchaſe Honour and Renown, whereby they abridged their lives, 
yea and peradventure charged their Souls. I ſpeak not this of the Tyr, 
for I make account he is lodged with his predeceſſors ; but our King 
and the reſt, Itruſt, God hath taken to his mercy. Now to ſpeak of this 
point as a man unlearned, but having ſome experience : had it not been 
better both for theſe great Princes. themſelves and all their ſubje&s that 
lived under them, and ſhall live under their ſucceſſors, to have held a 
mean 1n all things, that is to ſay, to have attempted fewer enterpriſcs, ,to 
have feared more to offend God, and perſecute their Subjects and Neigh- 
bours ſo ws ſundry wayes above rehearſed, and to have uſed honeſt 
leaſures and recreations ? Yes ſure. For by that means their lives 
ſhould have been prolonged, diſeaſes ſhould not ſo ſoon have aſlailed 
them, their death ſhould have been more lamented, and leſs deſired ; 
yea, and they ſhould have hadleſs cauſe to fear death. What goodlier ex- 
amples can we find to teach us that man is but a ſhadow, that our life is 
miſerable and ſhort, and that we are nothing, ther great nor ſmall ? For 
immediately after our death, all men abhorr and loath our Bodies, and fo 
ſoon as the Soul 1s ſevered from the Body, it goeth to receive Judg- 
ment 3 yea undoubtedly at the very inſtant that the Soul and Body part, 
the Judgment of Gods given according to our merits and deſerts, which 
is called the particular Judgment of God, 


A SUPPLY TO THE HISTORY 
OF PHILIP DE COMMINES FROM THE 


death of King Lewis the XI. till the beginning of the 


Wars of Naples, to wit, from 1483. till 1493. of all 
the which time Commines writeth nothing. 


CHAP.T. 


Of King Charles his coming to the Crown, of the death of Oliver King Lewis 
his Barber and others, and of the revoking of King Lewis his ſuperflu- 


ous gifts. 


Fter the death of Lewis the eleventh, Charles the 8. his only 
Son being 13. years of age and two months, ſucceded to the 
Crown : notwithſtanding his Coronation was deferred till the 
month of Jzze in the next year, to the end he might be full 
fourteen when he ſhould be Crowned. The King his Father 

had brought him up at Ambozſe in ſuch ſolitarineſs, that none beſides his 

ordinary ſervants could have acceſs unto him ; neither permitted he him 


to learn any more Latin than this one ſentence - He that cannot difſemble 


cannot Reign. Which he did not for that he hated learning, but becauſe 
he feared that ſtudy would hurt the tender and delicate complexion of the 
Child. Notwithſtanding King Charles after he camie'to the Crown, .grew 
very ſtudious of learning, and gave himſelf to the reading of Stories and 
Books of humanity written in the Frexch tongue, and attempted to'under- 
ſtand Latin. . | 

Before the Kings Coronation, the Princes of the blood and the Nobles of 
the Realm, whoſo often had been injured in the late King Lewjrhis time 
by Oliver le Dain his Barber, by Daniel a Fleming the ſaid Olivers ſervant 
and by John D'ozac; (which three had wholly Governed the faid King 
Lewis, )) cauſed informations ſecretly to be exhibited againſt them for divers 


murthers, rapines, and other heinous -crimes that they had committed in 


King Lewis his time, yea and ſome of them by his commandment-the which 
information being ſeen by the Court of Parliament, they were forthwith ap- 
prehended, their proceſs made, and in the end all three condemned: and 
the next year being 1484. the ſaid 0l/;zver and Danzet his manwere hanged 
at Paris, and D'oyac had his ears cut off,and his tongue bored throygh with 
a hot iron. One of the crimes committed by Oliver and Darzel,for'the which 
they wereexecuted was this - A Gentleman was committed to priſon byKing 
Lewis his commandment, whoſe wife being young and beautiful, was con- 
tented to abandon her ſelf to the luſt of this 0/zver, upon promiſe 'that he 
ſhould deliver her busband out of priſon to her 3 but the next day he cau- 
ſed Daniel his man to put him intoa Sack, and to throw him itto the 
River, where he was miſerably drowned. This Oliver was a Fleming 'born, 
and had been Barber to King Lewzs, and of greater credit with him'than any 


man in all Frazce, which his credit grew by vile and flavifh offices that 'he 


did about the King, -ſo far forth that he ordinarily ſucked the Kings Hetmor- 
rhoids 3 wherewith he was often troubled : which baſe'fervice he did, not 
for good will that he bare the King, biitonly for coyetouſneſs and to main- 
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tain hiscredit, which ended ſoon after the King his Maſters death as you 
have heard ; notwithſtanding the great charge that the King upon his death. 
bed had given his Son to love the ſaid 0liver, and not to ſuffer him to be 
ſpoiled of that which he had beſtowed upon him, becauſe his ſervice ha 
long preſerved his life. But howſoever Princes maintain ſuch lewd Mini. 
ſters in their lives, and how ready ſoever ſuch ſervants be to execute their 
Maſters unlawful and wilful commandments, ſuppoſing that they ſhall never 
be called to account therefore : yet in the end they find that credit in Court 
is no inheritance, and that God who leaveth nothing unpuniſhed, findeth 
a time to reward them according to their deſerts. Further, ſoon after King 
Lewis his death, conſultation was had of the ſuperfluous and ſuperſtitious 
gifts made by him in his life, all the which were revoked, and all that wa 


given reunited to the Crown. 


CHA P. It 


Of the aſſembly of the States held at Touars, of the Duke of Orleans par ſuit 
for the Regency, of the war called the mad war raiſed by him, atd of his 


departure into Britain. 


Wwe E King in the month of Fzly after his Coronation, being the year 
1484. held a general and free aſſembly of the States of his Realm at 
Towars, far otherwile than had been uſed in his Fathers dayes : for none 
came to theſe general aſſemblies in his time, but ſuch as were of his own 
denomination, neither durſt any man ſpeak his mind freely, but was for- 
ced in all matters to yield to the Kings will, which was for the moſt part 


unreaſonable and violent. But at this aſſembly the preſence was great, the 
voices free, the complaints lamentable : the Nobility, Commons and Cler- 
gy, every one of them preſented their griets, complaining of the burdens 
that the late King (contrary to the laws of the Realm, and cuſtomes of their 
anceſtors) had laid upon them. In this aſſembly it was enacted that there 
ſhould be no Regent in Fraxcez but that 4ne Lady of Beavien the Kings 
eldeſt Siſter ſhould have the Government of his Royal perſon, according to 
the Teſtament of King Lewzs the XI. that the privy Council ſhould conſiſt 
of twelye choſen out of the body of the Nobility, by whoſe advice all mat- 
ters ſhould beGoverned and diſpatched; but all in the Kings name, and under 
the Signature of his hand. Further, Fob» Duke of Boxrbon was created Con- 
ſtable. But by little and little the whole Government was derived to the ſaid 
Lady of Beaviex, becauſe the King her Brothers perſon was in her hands, 
But Lewis Duke of 0rleaxs being the neareſt Prince of the blood Royal, 
by the perſwaſion ofthoſe that were about him, who gaped for great pre- 
ferment if the Goverment were committed to his charge, and eſpecially by 
the inſtigation of the Earl of Danois named Francis, Son to Fohn com- 
monly called the Baſtard of orleans, (a man of a ſubtil ſpirit, and of great 
enterpriſe_) abode ſtill at Paris, and entered daily into the Council, 
(notwithitanding the decree ofthe three Eſtates, _) as one that would under- 
ſtand 'of all that was done there. Wherewith the Lady of Beavzer 
was not a little diſcontented : which when the Prince of Orexge, the Mar- 
ſhall of Azexx, and thereſt of the Barons of Britaiz that were at that time 
fugitives in Frazce (% hereafter ſhall be declared.) underſtood ; they 
came to the ſaid Lady of Beaviex, and offered her and the King their 


ſervice, which the Duke of orleans greatly ſtomached. Further, the _ 
Duke 
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Hiſtory of Commines. 
Duke ſought by all means poſtble to diſcredit the womanilh government 
of the Lady 3 but his perſwaſions little prevailed, becauſe the Duke him- 
ſelf being notas yet four and twenty years old, was under the govertment 
of his mother, and .it ſeemed no reaſon'to. commit the managing of the 
Common-Wealth to him that was unable to govern his own - private eſtate : 
{o that the ſame reaſon-barred him from the government now, that exclu- 
ded his Grandfather in times paſt, during the phrenfie of King Charles the 
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fixt. But this reaſon ſatisfied not the Duke nor his friends. Wherefore the  - 


Lady of Beavzen fecing that the Duke of Orleans remaining in Paris, wan 
daily thoſe that were inauthority to his fide : ſeeking by that means to ob- 
cain the Regency of the Realm: ſent by the reſolution of the Kings Coun- 
eil, certain to:Pa#zs to-arreſt the body.of the {aid Duke. Who being adver- 
tiſed thereofas he was at Tennis, withdrew himſelf, and (pretending : that 
he went to his lodging) departed in the Company of Gyat Pot, and Fohx of 
Loven (one of the Genelemen of his Chamber whom he greatly favoured_) 
and lodged that night at:Portoiſe. Thenext day he went to Yernuezl, and 
from thence to*- Alencon, whete he remained a certain ſpace - during the 
which, he praQifed to draw to his party the Earl of Azgouleſm, the Duke 
of Bourbon, and the Lord of Alebret, whoiintheend declared themſelves to 
be his friends and afliſtants in this enterpriſe. Bur all theſe becauſe of this 
their confederacy with him, were forthwith removed from all their offices 
and eſtates, and loſt all their penſions, and their charge of men of arms <- 
yet notwithſtanding, they levied a great Army of the people of their Coun- 
tries, and-\ found. means to win to their fide the Duke of Larraize, the 


Prince of Orexge, and Earl of Fozx. Under the aſſurance of all the which- 


Princes, the Duke of Orleans aflembled his Army atBlozs,to march therewith 
tor Orleans: but the Citizens. of the Town pereerwing that their Dake'came 
thither with a purpoſe to-fweprize it,and tomake itrhe ſeat of the wars, ſhut 


their Gates uponhim,and would not ſuffer him to enter. Wherefore with an, 


Army of four hundred Launees, and a great number of footmen, he went 
to Bougency, accompanied with the Earts of Dxnozs and Fojix, and with 
Carquelevant, and other French Captaihs, where they remameda certain 
ſpace, and thither rhe King ſent to befiege them. But becauſe they faw the 
placenot tobe of defence; and further, that the Maleconteats of the Realny 
focked not to themas they ſuppoſed they would : they made aſadden peace 
with the King,whereby it was agreed, that the Duke oforlears ſhould repair 
tothe King, and ſothe drd; and that theFatt of Duz0zs the contriver of all this 
eniterprize ſhould depart the Realm, which alſo hedid; and retired himfelf 
to-4ſt. But this notwithſtanding, the Duke of Boxrbor and the. Kark of 
Angouleſme, whothad' levied their Armies to ſuccour the Duke of Orleazs, 
marched toward Bowrges, Whither the King went with'a great Army, ae- 
companied with the faid' Duke of Orleans, who was conſtrained: to army 
himſelf againſt his late Allies and Confederates. Notwithſtanding! by the 
wiſdom of the Marſhal of 'Gie and the Lord of Gravzle (which two had 
great authority inthe Court under theLady ofBeavien, Jpeace wasconchad- 
ed between the King and' his Nobles, wherein the Lord of Albret was alſo 
comprehended and thus departed all theſe Arniies' without any blood- 
ſhed, and the King went to Arboiſe ; theDuke of 0rleans-to. Orleatr; and! 
the Earl of Foize and the Cardinal his brother to- Naztes to the-Duke: off 
Britaine who had married' their ſiſter. This tumult'was called the mad! 
war; and hapned in the year 1485. EV 242307 91, 5 a DANEOTO DI TEAR 
* Aﬀer allthis, the Earl of Dxaro7zs returned from A4ſZ; and werit eo his own 
Town of partenay in PoifFon; which was then a'{trong' Town with a _— 
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ditch,and Wriple wall. Hereof the King being advertiſed, and withal that he 
fortified himſelf in the ſaid Town, and knowing the ſaid Earl of Dyz9zs to 
be full of practice, [and a man of great enterprize : he ſent to the Duke of 
Orleans (who was at Orleans holding ſolemn Juſts and Turnies) to come to 
him at Amboiſe.. And after three or four meſſengers, the laſt whereof was 
the Marſhal of Ge, the Duke of Orleans went to Blozs, and the next day 
If yu begin being twelfth even in the ſaid year 1485. he departed out of Blozs early 
—» ce od inthe morning with his hawks, feigning that he went to fly in the field, and 
it was 1486. Without.any bait rode: that night toFrontevanlx,whereof his Siſter was than 
Abbeſſe:from'thence he went toClifſon& tromC/iſſoztoNantes, where he was 
very honourably received of the Duke. This was the Duke of orlears ſecond 
coming into Britain, as by that which followeth hereafter ſhall more plain- 
ly appear. The King being advertiſed of his departure, determined to be- 
ſiege the Earl of Dunozis in his Town ofPartenay,and found means(before any 
brute was made thereof )to draw to his ſervice the Marſhal of Rzexx, and the 
other Barons ofBritair that were then retired toChaſteaubrian to the Lady 
of Laval, who was Lady thereof, becauſe the Duke of Brztair by aid of 
the Duke of orleans and the Earl of Dunois ſought to avenge himſelf of 
the ſaid Barons, for the death of Peter Landois Treaſurer of Britain,where- 


of I will now begin to ſpeak. 
CHAP. III. 


of the troubles that happened in Britain between the Duke and his | 
/ Nobles, and of Peter Landols death. 


Bout the ſame, or ſomewhat before, that the mad tumult above 
{A mentioned happened in Fraxce : a like ſtir chanced alſo in Britai, 
though not with the like event ; the ſeeds of the which were privily 
ſown in the life of Lewis the XI. bur ſprang not up for fear of Forein 
War (with the which the ſaid King Lewzs continually threatned the Bri- 
tains) till after his death. But when all Forein fear, which had hitherto 
preſerved their peace, being removed : the fire flamed out, which upon 
this occaſion was firſt kindled. Chanviz Chancellor of Britain (a very 
worthy man) died miſerably in priſon in the Caſtle of Z' hermit, where 
the D. had impriſoned him at the requeſt of his Treaſurer Peter Landozs a 
Hoſters Son of Tovars, who after the ſaid Chanvins death wholly poſleſſed 
the Duke. But the Nobility, namely the Prince of Orexge, and the Marſhal 
of Rzeux (who were thenat Naztes, and hated this Landozs, as author of 
the others death_) conſpired together to his deſtruction :- for the executing 
of. which their purpoſe, they watched a time when they thought to ſur- 
priſe him either inthe Caſtle of Naztes with the Duke, or in a houſe of his 
own called Pabotiere a mile from the Town. Wherefore they divided their 
company,and part they ſent to beſiege the ſaid houſe, and with thereſt entred 
into the Caſtle; and to theend he ſhould by no means eſcape, they ſhut up 
the Caſtle Gates, they ſearched every corner of the Caſtle, yea they ruſhed 
into the Dukes Chamber, ſuppoſing that the ſaid Lardois might happily 
have retired himſelf thither, in hope to make the Dukes preſence the buck- 
lerof his defence. But he being a mile from Naztes in his own houſe above 
mentioned,eſcaped at a back gate before the houſe was throughly beſet, and 
. , ; ſofavedhimſelf, But preſently a great uproar began in the town: for one of 
_ © the Dukes ſervants, at the Noble mens firſt entry into the Caſtle, being let 


down the Caſtle wall by a rope, made a great outcry inthe town, a Egravartg 
the 
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the hainouſneſs of the faQ,and affirming that the Caſtle was forced, the Duke 
aſſaulted;and hislite in great danger,unleſs he were ſpeedily fuccoured. The 
Cirizens (ignorant that this attempt was made only for the ſurpriſing of Pe- 
ter Landois) armed themſelves, and ran to the Caſtle threatning all the 
Nobility with death, of whom not one durſt ſhew himſe}f upon the Wall 
to ſpeak to the furious multitude, becauſe the people hail planted ſhot 
igainſt the Caſtle, meaning to ſpare no man (ſo ſoon as he ſhould appear, 
but the Dukealone. The Duke being in the hands of his Nobles, ſhewed 
himſe|f unto his people, who preſently kneeled dowh before him, congra- 
tulating with him for his ſafety, and ſo the tumult ceaſed. .—— 
But the Nobility for this bold attempt were baniſhed, though theirlives 
were pardoned, who preſently retired themſelves into France to K. Charles, 
as before you have heard. Then Peter recovered his former credit with the 
Duke, and cauſed him to write to the Duke of Orleazs his Couſin-german, 
that 1t would pleaſe him to come to him into Britain; which the Duke of 
Orleans did by the perſwaſion of the Earl of Darois, who ſought to divorce 
him from the Kings Siſter, and to marry him to Axe the Duke of Britain's 
eldeſt Daughter and Heir, which alſo happened after the ſaid Duke of 
Orleans was King, though it were not now accompliſhed. The Duke of 0r- 
leans accompanied with tne Duke of Alenzor arrived at Nantes, in the 
Month of April afier this tumult, being the year 1484, where they were ho- 
nourably received of the Duke of Britaiz, who complained to them of 
the outrage done unto him by the Prince of Orenge and the Marſhal of 
Rienx, tor the revenge whereof he deſired their aid, which they promiſed 
him in general terms, and then departed to go to Keizzes to the coronation 
of King Charles. After the which the. Duke of Orleans fell at variance with 
the King, and yet in the end Peace was concluded between them in the 
year 1485, as before you have heard: _ | L 
Then Peter Landors (ſeeing the Duke his Maſter in league with the Duke 
of Orleans, and the {aid Duke of Orleans and his Faftion in peace with the 
King : determined to be revenged of his Enemies: wherefore the Duke 
of Britain, by his perſwaſion, made an Edit, that all the Noblemens Hou- 
fes that had been of the Conſpiracy above-mentioned, ſhould be raſed. 
For the execution whereof an Army was levied in the Dukes name to raſe 
Ancenix, where the Prince of Orenge and the Earl of Comminges then 
remained, who being advertiſed thereof, by: the aid of their Friends and 
of the baniſhed Barons that were returned out of exile to defend their pa- 
trimonies, levied likewiſe an Army to withſtand Lazdozs attempts: but 
when theſe two Armies were come the one in face of the other, the re- 
membrance and love to their common Country altered their minds in ſach 
ſort, that they diſarmed themſelves, and __ embraced other as friends. 
Then went the Prince of Orenge and the Earl of Comminges to the Duke, 
and recovered his favour and the Government: by means whereof all 
the ſtorm tell upon Peter Lardois alone, whom when the Nobles knew 
to be within the Caſtle, with one conſent they went thither, being ful- 
ly reſolved to ſeize upon him, though he were in the Dukes arms.. Theft 
one whom both the Nobility and Commons had by common conſent cho- 
ſen their new Chancellor, by their conſtraint ſpake to the Duke, and adver- 
tiſed him, that without the delivery of Peter the Tumult could not be ap- 
peaſed, againſt whom they would proceed only by order of Law, without 
executing any thing upon him before his cauſe were heard and throughly 
examined. Thus was he yielded into their hands, and' preſently impriſon=. 
ed, and for faſhions ſake examined: many hainous crimes were —_— 
. again 
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agaiaſt him. To conclude, he was condemned and hanged before the Duke 
knew his cauſe tobe tried, who was purpoted to have granted him his par- 
don,howſoever Law procceded again{thim: for the preventing whereof the 
execution.was.haſtened. But this fact of the Nobility (which the Duke ac- 
counted asa moſt hainous injury done to himſelf ) made them ten times more 
odious to rhe-Duke than they were before. The Duke created a new Chan- 
cellor, and to make head againſt his Nobles,received very courteouily the 


Duke of Orleaxs, who about this preſent fled to him out of Fraxce with a 


orcat.company of his partakers: which when the ſaid Nobles of Britain 
ſaw,they were greatly a{tonied,and fled for fear the ſecond time tnto France, 
where the King (meaning to make War upon the Duke of Britair, for re- 
ceiving. the Duke of 0rleaxs being fled from him) welcamed them, and en- 
tred into league with them,as in the end of the laſt Chapter you have heard, 
The report.went that the Duke of Orleans had a plot in his head to divorce 


_ himſelf from the Lady Fare the Kings Siſter, as forced upon him againſt his 


will by King Lew7s xi. and to marry with Azzethe Duke of Britain's eldeſt 
Daughter and Heir, the hope whereof was the cauſe of this his Voyage in- 
to Britain: but thelſelf ſame hope entertained alſo Monſieur d' Alebret, and 
drew him to the Duke of Britaiz's part, the rather becauſe he had received 
alturance of the marriage in writing, under the hands of all the Noblemen 
that were about the ſaid Duke of Brit4ain,ſave of the Duke of Orleans alone. 


CHAP. Iv. 


. Of the War the King made in Britain, and of the Earl of Danois Am- 
| baſſage to the King for Peace. 


| Bp E only care of the baniſhed Nobles of Britain was to return and re- 
1 main 1 ſafety in their Country, and the Kings only defire was to be 
revenged of the Duke of Britaiz for receiving the Duke of Orleans. Where- 
fore the King, as before is ſaid, entred into league with theſe Nobles, and in 
their favour levied an Army, and began War upon the Duke of. Britaiz in 
the year 1486. This Army invaded Britaiz three ſeveral ways 3 for the Lord 
of Saint Andre with four hundred Launces, and five or fix thouſand Foot- 
men entred on one fide; the Earl of Aontperſier with a great band upon 
another fide, and Lewzs of Trimonille, Viſcount of Toxars (who had mar- 
ried Gabriel of Bourbon the faid Earl of Montpenſier's Siſter) upon the third, 
ja ſuch ſort that the Country of Britaiz was covered with Frezch Souldi- 
ers, with whom alſo the Barons of Brz#az, above mentioned, were joined, 
who cauſed divers Caſtles in Britain to be yielded to the Kings Army, by 
thoſe that were of their Faction : whereat the Duke of Britain was great- 
ly aſtoniſhed. But the Duke of Orleans, the Earl of Darozs, and the Earl of 
Comminges being with him comforted him, and under colour of a Marri- 
age to be made between the Lady Anze,the Duke of Britaiz's eldeſt Daugh- 


| ter, and the Lord of Alebret, who had a hundred Launces under his 


charge, and was able to levy great Forces of Footmen in Gaſeoine and Gui- 
.enve, where, he was mighty and of goodly Revenues,the Earl of Dxyrozs wan 
the faid Lord of Alebres to'join with them: who'preſently forſook the Kings 


, Jervice, . and took part with them accordingly : yet that notwithſtanding 


.the'Duke of Britaiz leaving Nantes in the hands of his Couſin the Prince 
.of Oreage, retired himſclf to the Caſtle of 2aleſtrozt, being a ſtrong place, 


Where he levied an Army of fix hundred Launces, and 16000 Footmen 


ito ſuccour. Ploerwel { diftant three 'or four Leagues from Maleſtroit) 
which 
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which the Kings Army then belieged. But as this Britain Army marched 
thitherward, one of the company brake forth into theſe ſpeeches, and asked 
what this War meant, and what was the end thereof, alledging that their 
Duke was wholly governed by the French, and that the French made the 
Britains at their pleaſure revenge French quarrels upon the French : 
wherefore he perſwaded them to return home to their Wives and Children, 
and not to ſpend their lives for other mens quarrels. Whereupon all the 
Army diſparkled, and returned home : by means whereof Ploermel ſeeing 
no hope of ſuccours yielded by compoſition, and yet notwithſtanding 
was ſpoiled, and the rich men taken Priſoners, and put to ranſom. The 
Dukes of Britaiz and Orleans, and the other Lords that were with them at 
Maleſftroit,being advertiſed of the departure of their Army,and of the taking 
of Ploermel, went to YVennes upon Whit ſor Even being the year 1487, whi- 
ther the Kings Army ſo ſpeedily followed them, that hardly they eſcaped 
by Sea, and went to Croiſich, and from thence by the River of Loire to 
Nantes, being conſtrained to leave part of their Carriage in the ſaid Town 
of Vennes, which preſcatly after their departute yielded without any reſi- 
ſtance. Furiher, not Jong after the taking of this Town, the French in a skir- 
miſhata place called Tove between Chaſteaubrian and Nantes,defeated a great 
band of Britains, led by Amaulry of Ia Mofſay towards Nantes, at the which 
time the King 1n perſon lay at Axcenix. After the taking of Yeanes, the 
Kings Army marched to Naztes, and laid the Siege before the Town the 
19. day of Fuze ia the ſaid year 1487. Within the Town were the Duke of 
Fritain, and is two Daughters Anne and Tſabel, the Duke of Orleans, the 
I rince of Orerge, the Lady of Lavall and of Chaſteaubrian, the Biſhop of 
Nantes called du Chaſfault, a man of holy life, the Earl of Comminges, and 
divers other Lords : all the which ditlodged out of the Caſtle, and lodged 
in the Town. And becauſe the company had ſome jealoutie of the ſaid Biſhop 
of Nartes,and the Lady of Lava/,that they were not throughly to be truſt- 
cd: they were pur in guard into certain of the Townſmens hands. At this 
Siege were ten thouſand Frenchmen,and great ſtore of Artillery, wherewith 
the Walls, Towers, and Vantmures of the Caſtle and Town were throughly 
battercd ; but they without were as well plied by them within, both with ſhot 
and with (allies of valiant men,where many a goodly feat of Arms was done, 
both on the one ſ{ide-and the other. Further, you {hall underſtand, that the 
Earl of Danois being in baſe Britain there to embatk towards England to 
have aid from thence, and perceiving that the wind would not ſuffer him fo 
to do, brought with him to ſuccour the Town of Naxtes above fifty thouſand 
of the commons of Britain,which the French ſuttered to paſs; ſuppoſing them 
not to be men of ſervice. But the K. ſeeing the extreme heat of the weather, 
and perceiving that he could do no good before the Town, levied his Siege 
the ſixth day of Auguſt, and departed. Then marched the Kings Army before 
the Town of Do/e, which they took without refiſtance and ſpoiled, and all 
the Britains and Souldiers that were within it were taken Priſoners. Fur- 
ther,the Kings Army ſpoiled all the Country,flew the people, and drave away 
their Cattel. But the Marſhal of Riexx and the greateſt part of the baniſhed 
Nobles of Britain that were in the Kings ſervice, lamenting the miſerable 
cltatc of their Country; waxed weary of the Wars, and alledged that their 
league with the King was only to this end, thgt they might recover their 
Country, and the French that lived in Britaiz be conſtrained to return 
home into theirs. Wherefore ſeeing the French Nobles being in Britazs, 
proteſted, that they would willingly return home if the King would 
pardon their departure to the Duke ; and that the Duke on the other 
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fde,with the conſent of all his Subjeds, had offered theſe baniſhed Nobles of 
Britain pardon, and reſtitution to all their goods and lands,they ſaw no cauſe 
why the Wars ſhould endure, but that each -party ſhould return home in 
peace: but the French, and divers allo of the Britains themiclves, were Jit- 
tle moved with theſe allegations. Wherefore the ſaid Marſhal being Lord of 
Ancenix, a Town very commodious for the maintenance of the Kings Wars, 
and the which (notwithſtanding that he held it for the King) he had manned 
with his own Tenants and Servants, yielded the place to the Duke of Brz- 
t4iz, and {ware the Townſmen to be true to him. And further, before the 
fame of his revolt was ſpread abroad, he went with a great company to Cha- 
fteaubrian, which was alſo held for the King, and being received into the 
Town as a friend, he placed a Garriſon of his own Souldiers init, and baniſh- 
edall that refuſed to return to the obedience of the Duke. From thence he 
If yn beginth?, went and laid the Siege before Vernes the 25. day of February, which was 
[in Ano 6 held by the French under the Government of Gzlbert of Graſſay, and Philip 
begineth of Moulins valiant Captains, who yielded the place by Compoſition the 
1483. third day of Afarch following. 

On the other fide the Kings Army (lept not: for Arcenix they took by 
aſlault,and raſed the Walls, Towers,and Houles, by the Kings commandment, 
ſo that one ſtone was not left upon another, which the King did 1n ſpite of the 
Marſhal of &zeax, whole the Town was, and who was newly revolted from 
him as you have heard. Chaſteaubrian was allo recovered by the Kings For- 
ces, and the Caſtle raſed, From thence the Kings Army marched to Foxgiers, 
being a frontier Town, ſtrong and of good reſiſtance, and Jaid the Siege be- 
fore the place, whereupon the Duke of Britaiz being ſtrucken with a new 
tear, determined to fend the Earl of Dxr97s 1n ambaſlage to the King, where- 
of hereafter you ſhall hear. 

About this time, being in the beginning of the year 1488, the Lord of Ale- 
bret, who long had been reſident in the Court of Spaziz, came by Sea and 
landed in baſe Britain with four thouſand men of War: his men went to 
Rennes,but himſclf to Nartes to the Duke of Britain, where at his firſt com- 
ing hedemanded to have the marriage between him and the Lady Azne the 
>ukes eldeſt Daughter accompliihed. Burt the ſaid Lady would not conſent 
thereunto, greatly to her Fathers diſcontentation, who knew nothing that 
ſhe had caſt her fanſie upon the Duke of Orleans, by the practice and per- 
ſwaſion of the Earl of Danozs. For the which cauſe the ſaid Earl of Duxgzs 
(to fave his honour) endeavoured to withdraw his Seal given for the accom- 
pliſhment of the ſaid marriage, being in the hands of the Lady Laval Siſter 
to the ſaid A4lebret, among the Seals of all the other Britain Lords: which 
alſoin the end very cunningly he brought topaſs. For he gave the ſaid Lady 
to underſtand that this marriage could never be accompliſhed without the 
Duke of Britaizs Seal could be obtained, whereunto he (as he ſaid) had 
moved the Duke,whoſe anſwer was, that he could willingly give his Seal, pro- 
vided that the Inſtrument heſhould ſeal, were written word for word by that 
which the Earl of Dyz07s had already ſealed:wherefore if ſhe would cauſe his 
Writing to bedelivered to him, he would make his Secretary to write that 
which ſhould be preſented to the Duke, word tor word by his, and to get the 
DukesSeal to it. The Lady of Lava/,ſuppoling that he had meant good faith, 
delivered him the Writing, which afterward henever reſtored : for preſently 
after(as you thall now hear)he was ſcnt with certain Lawyers in ambaſlage to 
Azgiers to the King, to underſtand whar the King demanded in the Duchy of 
Britain, and why he deſtroyed the Caſtles and Towns thereof. 

The Duke of Britaiz as above is mentioned, being in great fear when he 
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faw the Kings Army before Fongiers, ſent the Earl of D#xo3s with the con= 
ſent of his Nobles 1n ambatiage to Argrers to the King. The ſaid Earl in his 
journcy thicherward, ſo preached in all places the great commodities that 
coacord and peace bring with them, that all mens eyes were fixed upon 
him. When he came to the King being eighteen years of age, he very elo- 
quently pleaded the cauſe of the Duke of Britain, and of the other French 
Noblemen that were retired to him, alledging that the Duke being worn 
with years, conſumed with diſeaſes, having buried his Wife, being deſti- 
tute of iſſue male, his eldeſt Daughter being hardly 12 years of age, and his 
younger leſs; and laſtly, being forſaken of his Nobility for the hatred they 
bare to Peter Landois, and not for any evil deſert of his own; began to 
languiſh in ſorrow and grief: for the which cauſe the Noblemen of Frazce 
that were of kin and allied to him, being moved with very natural affection, 
were retired to him to comfort him in this diſtreſs. Among whom, none 
were nearer to him (his own Children excepted) than the Duke of orleans 
and the Prince of Orexge, the one being his Uncles Son, the other his Siſters, 
and that theſe and others his near Kinſmen were yet with him only to this 
end; adding, that the Duke was not to be accuſed, becauſe he forbad them 
not his Countries, when they came to comfort him in his miſeries, or the 

for coming to relieve him in his diſtreſs. But quoth he, it will be obje&ed 
that there are beſides theſe, divers others with him of the Nobility of Frazce, 
that have levied War againſt the King: but what War? Forſooth, as the 
Britains marched with Force to levy the Siege of Ploerxzel, being adver- 
tiſed, that they could not ſo do without a Battel with the Frexch: the re- 
verence they bare to the Kings Majeſty was ſuch, that willingly they gave 
place, and forbare to fight, and rather ſuffered their Towns to be taken and 
ſpoiled, than they would encounter with the Kings Troops. Further, ſo 
ſoon as the Duke underſtood the Kings delire to be, that the baniſhed Nov 
bles of Britain ſhould return home, he forthwith received them into his fa- 
vour, and reſtored them to their former eſtate. What offence then (ſaid he) 
hath the Duke made? What cauſe of War againſt him? Truly none. But 


\ on the contrary ſide many cauſes of commileration, and many cauſes why 


the King ſhould grant the Duke of Britaiz peace. This was the effect of 
the Speech he was commanded (as he faid) to deliver to the King, which 
charge he would not have taken upon him, but that he knew the Duke of 
Britain to carry a mind ſingularly well affe&ted to the Kings Majeſty, and 
the French Nobles that were in Britaiz to be the Kings devout Servants and 
Subjects, and ready to ſhed their blood in the defence of him and his eſtate, 
This the Earls ſpeech moved the King to encline to peace, whereof the 
Treaty was already begun, when the ſudden report of a Battel whereof 
you ſhall now hear as ſuddenly brake it off: 
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CHAP. V. 


Of the Battel of Saint Albin, wherein the Duke of Orleans was taken Priſo= 
er, of the Treaty of Peace between the King and the Duke of Britain, and 
of the ſaid Duke of Britains death. | 


_— have heard of the Siege of Foxgzers, which endured ſtill not- 
1 withſtanding the Earl of Dxzozs ambaſlage, in ſuch ſort that the 
Town began to be greatly diſtreſſed : wherefore the Duke of Orleans and 
the reſt of the Noblemen of Britazz fearing the loſs of the Town, departed 
from Nazts, and went to the Rennes; where-they aſſembled their Forces 
to levy the Siege. Their men of Arms were four hundred, and their Foots- 
men of their own Countries twelve thouſand, as ſome write z as others, 
bur eight thouſand, beſides three hundred Engliſh men, and eight hundred 
Switzers, and of Artillery they had great plenty. Then in very good or- 
der they encamped abroad in the ficlds. The Names of the Noblemen of the 
Army were theſe: the Duke of Orleans, the Lord of Alebret, the Marſhal 
of Rienx, the Lord of Chaſteaubrian, the Lord Scales an Engliſhman, 
the Lord of Leoz, the Lord of Roharns eldeſt Son, the Lord of Crexettes, 
the Lord of Poxt F Abbe, the Lord of Pleſſzs, the Lord of Balyzes, the Lord 
of Montigny, the Lord of Montuet : all the which Lords with their Com- 
panies, and whole Forces encamped at a Village called 4ndonille, the Wed- 
eſday being the 23. of July, the year 1488 above mentioned, in the night 
there was an Alarm among the Gaſconies, whereof it was feared ſome quar- 
re] would have grown between the Duke of 0rlears, and the Lord of Alebret, 
but the matter was ſoon pacified. In the mean time came news to theſe Lords 
at the ſaid Village of Andouile the Saturday the fix and twentieth of the 
ſaid Month of Faly, that the French had taken Foxgzers by Compoſition, 
with theſe conditions, that the Souldiers ſhould depart in ſafety with bag 
and baggage : upon which news the Britains Army determined to march to 
S. Albin, hoping eafily to take the Town, becauſe the French Garriſon with- 
in it was but ſmall, and that in the mean time the Souldiers that were de- 
parted out of Foxgiers ſhould join with them, and increaſe their Forces. On 
the other fide the French Army marched alſo towards Saint Albiz meaning 
to be there before the Britazzs ; but it ſo fell out that neither of them en- 
tered the Town, becaule before they came thither they met and fought. 
For you ſhall underſtand that the fame Saturday that the Britains received 
news of the taking of Foxgiers, they marched toa Village called Orenge two 
leagues from Saint Albin, where they were edverrifed that the Kings Ar- 
my marched againſt them with a full reſolution to fight with them. 

The $xzday morning the Britains conſulted of the order of their Battel, 
and becauſe the Footmen were jealous of the French Horſemen that were in 
their Camp, and namely of the Duke of orleans himſelf: 1t was thought 
good that he and the Prince of Orexge ſhould leave their Horſes, and put 
themſclves on foot in the Battel among the Switzers, and ſothey did. The 
vaward was led by the Marſhal of Riexx, the Battel by the Lord of Albret, 
and the rereward by the Lord of Chaſteanbrian : upon one of their Wings 
was placed their Artillery and their Carriage. And the more to terrifie the 
French with the great number of Ezeliſhmen, whereas there were in truth 
but three hundred Ergliſhmer led by the Lord Talbot, ſeventeen hundred 
Britain Footmen were joincd to them, armed with Jacks and red Crotles 


Exgliſh ike : and the 140x4ay morning they ranged them(clves in Battel in 
| this 
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this order above rehearſed, hard by a Grove of Wodd attending the Frexch 
Army. The Kings Army (whereof Maſter Lewis of Trironille Viſcount of 
Touars, being five or (1x and twenty years of age, was General,) departed 
out of Foxgiers with afull reſolution to fight with the Britains. The va- 
ward was led by Adrian de hoſpital, and Gabriel of Montfalzois; before 
the which ten or twelve valiant French Knights advanced themſelves to dif- 
cover the Britains actions, whole good order when they had viewed, they 
retired to their Company, and then being in troop all cloſe joined toge- 
ther, approached the Britains Army, the Artillery in the mean time play- 
ing on both ſides, and greatly endamaging both the parties. The Frexch 
marched very couragiouſly, and charged the Britains vaward, where the 
Marſhal of &7exx valiantly reccived them,and acquitted himſelf fo well, both 
he and his Company, that the French left the vaward, and marched {ſtraight 
upon the Britains Battel, where the Britain Horſemen recoiled, by means 
whereof their rereward being diſcouraged fled. Then the French purſued 
them, and {lew all the Footmen they could overtake : which diſorder 
when the Britaiz vaward. perceived, they alſo diſparkled and ſought to 
ſave themſelves. To conclude, the French obtained the Victory, and flew 
all thoſe that bare the red Croſs, ſuppoſing them all to be Engliſhmen, to- 
gether with twelve or thirteen hundred Britazns, as well Horſmen as Foot- 
men. The Duke of Orleans was taken by the Footmen, and likewiſe the 
Prince of Orenge, who had pulled away his black Croſs from him, and had 
laid himſelf flat upon the ground among the dead bodies, feigning himſelt to 
be flainz but he was known by a French Archer, and both he and the Duke 
of Orleans led Prifoners to Saint Albin under ſure guard. The Lord of Ale- 


| bret ſeeing all overthrown, fled away and.eſcaped. The Marſhal of Rzerx 


alſo ſaved himſelf, and retired to Dizxav. The Lord of Leoz, the Lord dx 
Port I Abbe, the Lord of Mortfort, and divers other Noblemen of Britain 
were flain;z and of other Souldiers to the number of fix thouſand : of the 
Kings part was {lain Fames Galeot a valiant and renowned Captain, and to 
the number of a thouſand or twelve hundred common Souldiers. This Bat- 
tel was fought upon 2/ozday the 28. of Fuly the year 1488. Soon after the 
Duke of orleans was led to the Caſtle of Lyzigmer, and from thence to 
Poidiers, where he remained a certain ſpace, and laſtly to the great Town 
of Bourges. yy | 

The ſecond day after the Battel, the Lord of Tri#zoni/le ſent certain He- 
ralds to Renwes to ſummon the Town to yield to the King: who after con- 


| ſultation had anſwered the ſaid Heralds, that the King had no right to the 


Town, and that wrongfully and without cauſe he made War upon the Coun- 
try of Britain, and-that notwithſtanding his great. Army, could not over- 
run the Country as he hoped : for God who defended the Britazzs right, 
was able to doas much to him as he did to King Fohr before Poidzers, and 
to King Phzlip of Valoigat Crecy: adding further, that they would nor yield 
the Town, and that if Monſieur de 1a Trimouille came thither he ſhould find 
forty thouſand men in the Town, whereof twenty thouſand were men of 
defence. This anſiver was reported to the ſaid Trimouile, who ſtayed a long 
while without replying one word thereunto, and afterwards by the ſame 
Heralds advertiſed the King thereof being at Angiers. Whereupon the King 
aſſembled his Council to determine what was to be done in this caſe. Some, 
yea almoſt all were of opinion that the Town ſhould be beſieged : but Ma- 
ſter Maſter of Rochfort Chancellor of Fraxce held the contrary opinion, 
grounding himſelf upon the Kings Title to the ſaid Duchy of Britazz, which 


was ſaid togrow by means of a certain Coaveyance that Maſter Fokz of Broſſe 
Lord 
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Lord of Boxſſac Husband to Dame Nicole of Britain, Daughter and Heir 
to Charles of Blois, Earl of Ponthieur, had made to the Kings Anceſtors, 
together with divers other Titles, which were not yet proved good : ad- 
ding, that if the King had no right thereanto, it ſhould be a damnable and 
a tyrannous act to uſurp another mans Country that appertained not to 
him. Wherefore his advice was, that according to the requeſt of the Am- 
baſſadors of Britain being at Argiers, certain grave and learned men ſhould 
be appointed to examine the right of both ſides. This opinton took place, 
and according thereunto the King agreed with the Ambaſſadors of Britain, 
that both he and the Duke would appoint ſome grave men of their Council], 
who ſhould meet in ſome indifferent Town, with the Charters and Writings 
of both ſides, to determine in conſcience to whom the ſaid Duchy apper- 
tained, and that in the mean time the King ſhould hold all the places in the 
ſaid Duchy, that already he poſſeſſed. The Duke of Britain liked this 
agreement well, and becauſe the Plague was vehemenrt at Nartes, he de- 
parted thence with his two Daughters, the Lady of Laval, the Lord of Ale- 
bret, the Earl of Dunoys, the Marſhal of Rienx, the Earl of Comminges, 
and divers other Lords, to Co7roz upon the River of Loyre three Leagues 
beneath Nantes, where ſoon after, namely upon Wedneſday the ſeventh of 
September in the ſame year 1488, he ended his life through a ſicknels which 
he got by a fall, leaving the Government both of his Duchy of Britaiz, 
and of his two Daughters to the Marſhal of Riexx, to whom he appointed 
the Earl of Comminges for aſliſtant. His body was carried to Naztes and bu- 
ried in the Church of the Carmelites. 


CHAP. VL 


Of the Kings marriage with the Lady Anne of Britain, whereby Britain 
was united to the Crown of France. 


1489. Oon after the Duke of Britaiz's death, died alſo 7ſabe! his younger 
_—_— by reaſon whereof the Lady Are remained his fole Heir: 

about whoſe marriage the Nobles of Britaiz fell at great variance, for part 

of them inclined to the Lord of Alebret, a great Lord in Gniexne, who al- 
ſo as it was reported, (but falily) was contracted to this young Princeſs with 
the Duke her Fathers conſent, but the day before the Duke died; but this 
Faftion was ſoon danted, becauſe the young Lady her ſelf utterly refuſed 
this match : part only favoured and furthered Maximilian the Emperor Fre- 
derick's Son, alledging that he would not only be a Protector of the liberty 
of their Country, but alſo a ſtrong rampier againſt all Frezch attempts, Net- 
ther was the King of France ignorant of this Treaty, but knew right well 
that Ambaſladors had paſſed to and fro between Maximilian and them, fo 
far forth that the ſaid 2aximilian ſuppoſing all matters to be throughly con- 
cluded and agreed on, began to embrace all Britazz 1n his mind,and thought 
no enterpriſe too high for him if to his low Countries obtained by his rſt 
. Marriage, he could now join the Duchy of Britaiz by his ſecond. Great 
conſultation was had in France how to repullſe this terrible ſtorm, but X/ax7#- 
milian's own {Jackneſs moſt furthered their devices. The Kings Council in 
the end reſo]ved that the King ſhould refuſe his Wife being Maximilian's 
Daughter, and ſeek with all expedition the marriage of the Lady Anne of 
Britain, alledging that the neighbourhood of ſo mighty a Prince as Maxi- 
milian was, could not be but dangerous to his eſtate, of whom he could 
hope for nothing but difſembled friendſhip preſently, and aſſured War 1n 


time 
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time tocome, conlidering thar the ſaid X/aximilian forgetting already his 
league and afinity with the King, ſtirred up continually one War after ano- 
ther againſt him, and by that means profetſed himſelf an open enemy to. 
him and his Realm. Wherefore Ambaſſadors were preſently ſent to treat of 
this marriage with the Lady Arze. She at the firſt wondred at the matter,and 
alledged that ſhe had given her faith to A/aximilian, which ſhe might not 
break : and further, that ſhe had been ſolemnly married to him (according 
to the accuſtomed manner of Princes) by Wel;gangns Poleme of Auſtrich his 


ProQor, purpoſely ſent by him into Britaiz to that end. But the Lady of 


Laval and other Noblewomen of Britain, whoſe company and familiarity 
this young Princeſs uſed and greatly delighted in, being corrupted with 
French rewards and promiſes, per{waded her that this Frexch match ſhould 
be moſt for her ſafety and advancement; alledging that ifſhe married with 
Maximilian he (hould hardly be able to defend Britain, whereof already 
they had good proof, conſidering that he had ever diſappointed them of 
the Succours he had promiſed to ſend them, And as touching her ſcruple 
of conſcience, they faid that the Pope who had power over all Laws Eccle- 
fiaſtical, would eaſily be brought to diſpence therewith, the rather becauſe 
this match ſhould be beſt for her ſafety, and for the preſervation of her 
Eſtate, The young Princeſs though the were of a roll wit and rare vir- 
tues, yet being vanquiſhed by theſe perſiwaſions, yielded to their requeſt, 
and delivered both her ſelf and her Country into the Kings hands, and ſoon 
after was the marriage ſolemnly accomplithed to the great rejoycing of the 
French. And thus received Britain the French yoke, to the great grief of 
all the Subjects, who defired to be governed by a particular Duke of their 
own, as they had ever been in times paſt. | 

Not long after this marriage, the Earl of Danovis who had been the prin- 
cipal inſtrument of the peace, and a great furthercr of the marriage, and 
thereby throughly reconciled to the King, ſuddenly died, as he was on 
Horſeback for want of meat as it was ſaid. When the King had ſet all things 
in good order in Britair, he returned into Frazce and appoinited that the 
Lady Aargaret of Flanders ſhould remain, accompanied with the Princes 
of Tarente, in the Caſtle of 27clnn upon the River of Sezze. 

Maximilian was forewarned of all theſe French prattiſes, and feemed to 
make no account of them; but when he perceived this marriage to be ac- 
compliſhed, it'doubled his hatred againſt the King, fo far forth, that he 
openly railed upon him, and vowed himſelf ta deſtroy Fraxce with fire and 
ſword, and preſently invaded Picardy. But the Lord of Cordes Governour 
thereof, made head againſt him, wor valiantly defended the Country,to his 
own honour and the profit of France. Further, Maximilian meaning a 
through revenge upon this Realm, ſtirred up the Exgliſhmer, the ancient 
Enemies of the Crown, to paſs into Frazce, promiſing them great aid both 
of men and money out of his Dominions. Wherefare I will here ſpeak a 
word or two of the Afﬀeairs of Emgland, becauſe the Engliſhmen are our next 
netzhbours, and both in Peace and War have ever to do with us, and we 
with them, 
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Of the troubles in England, and how the King of England paſſed the Sea,and 
beſieged Bolloin, and of the Peace between the King and him, and of the 
ſurpriſing of Arras and Saint Omers by the King of Romans wen. 


"7 Ing Edward the Fourth, the ſame that met with King Lewis the Ele- 
4 venth at Picquigny, dying in the year 1483, lefc behind him two Sons 
being very young, aad divers Daughters, the Government of the which 
Sons, together with the Realm, was committed to the Duke of Gloceſter 
King Edwards Brother: but he moſt unnaturally murthered his two Ne- 
phews, ſlew thoſe of the Nobility that he thought would impugne his pro- 

_ceedings, and uſurped the Crown. In the end the Duke of Buckingham, 
who hal taken part with the Duke of Gloceſter (who intituled himſelf 
King Richard) in all his aCtions, fell at variance with him, and ſolicited 
Henry Earl of Richmond, that had lived many years in Britain as a baniſh- 
ed man, to: paſs over into _Ezgland, promiſing him a great Army to join 
with him ſo ſoon as he ſhould be landed. The Earl communicated this 
matter with Peter Landois, who wholly at that time governed the Duke 
of Britain. The ſaid Landois hoping that the Earl, if by his means he ob- 
tained the Realm of Erglund, would give him aid to revenge him of his 
Enemies; perſwaded the Duke of Britaiz to ſuccour him in his enterpriſe, 
who furniſhed him of three great Ships well manned with Souldiers, which 
took Sea and failed towards England : but when they were ready to land, 
the Earl was advertiſed that the Duke of Buckingham was beheaded, his 
Army defeated, and all his Faction overthrown, and that King Richard 
lay with a great Army upon the Sea Coaſt attending his landing. Upon 
which news the Earl of Rzchmond returned, thinking to recover the Coaſt 
of Britain from whence he was departed, but tempeſt drave him upon the 
Coaſt of Normandy, where he was forced to take land. The Lady of 
Beavieu being advertiſed thereof, ſent unto him, deſiring him to come to 
ſpeak with the King, and ſo he did. The King courtcoully received him, 
and entertained him well, Afterward he returned to Pannes in Britain 
there to remain as before, attending ſome better opportunity. But Peter 
Landois (ceing himſelt diſappointed of his purpoſe, altered his mind, and 
practiſed with King Richard to deliver the Earl of Richmond into his hands: 
who being advertiſed thereof, under colour of going a hawking, one mora- 
ing with ten or twelve Horſes fled into France to King Charles, who not 
long after furniſhed the Earl of Ships, and a good number of Souldiers 
to accompany him into Ergland, where by the help of the Frexch and 
of divers of his own Kinſmen, who had called him into England and took 
part with him, he flew King Rzchard inthe field, and was himſelf crowned 
King 1n his place. This good turn of King Charles together with the de. 
fire the King of Ezgland had to live quictly at homs in his Country, and 
to gather wealth, was the cauſe that King Ferry during all the Wars and 
troubles in Britain above mentioned, had not patſed his Forces into 
France : notwithſtanding that he had been often earneſtly follicited there- 
unto, both by the Duke of Britain, and the Earl of Darois and others 
of that Faftion. For ordinarily when any troubles ariſe in Frarce, our 
neighbours, eſpecially the Exgliſhmer, within a year arc bidden to the ban- 

- quet, and fo was King Hemry invited, and had come long ago, if the reaſons 
above rchearſed together with ſome other rcſpedts, namely fear of dome- 

{tical 
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ſtical troubles had not ſtayed him ar home. A Wh > | 
But notwithſtanding the King of Erg/and's backwardneſs heretofore to in- 
vade France: vet in the year 1490, partly by the earneſt ſolicitation of 
Maximilian, who promiſed him great aid in his Wars, and yet petformed 
nothing: partly to content his own people, who began to account him as tao 
much afjectionate to the Frezch 1n that he had ſuffered them, to the great pre- 
judice of the Realm of Ergland, to unite to the Crown of Fraxce the Dus 
chy of Britain : he paſſed over his Army to Calzce, and from thence march- 
ed and laid hrs Siege before Boloine, whither the Lord of Cordes and the Ba- 
ſtard of Cardonne Captain of Arras, with a ſmall Army went to make reſi- 


ſtance. Further, the King levied his Forces to ſuccour the place, but becauſe 


his Army proceeded but {lowly forward, the ſaid de Cordes and Cardonne 
took upon them the defence of the Town. This Siege was nothing hot, for 
the which cauſe a Herald was ſent into the Exgliſh Camp to treat of Peace; 
from the which King Hexry ſeemed nothing ſtrange, as well for the affe&ion 
that he bare to the King, who had aided him to obtain the Realm of Exg- 
land, as allo for that he feared fſedition at home, and durſt not long be ab- 
ſent out of his Realm, becauſe Maximilian had broken promiſe with him, 
and laſtly becauſe he hoped by this Peace to receive of the King a great ſum 
of money, which heloved as well as any Prince in his time. De Cordes find- 
ing the King of Exgland's inclination to Peace, went and communed with 
him in his Camp, his demands were, firſt a great ſum of money that he ſaid 
he had lent the late Duke of Britain: and ſecondarily,that the King ſhould 


defray all the charges that he had been at in theſe Wars. All the which the 


King yielded unto, and order was given that the King of Ezgland ſhould 
yearly receive a certain ſum of money, till all the ſums by him demanded 


were clearly paid and diſcharged, and thus returned the King of England = 


home. 

In the mean while de Cordes and Cardozze were at Bolointreating with the 
King of Ezgland: the Citizens of Arras knowing the Garriſon within the 
Town to be but weak, praQtiſed to yield it into Maximilian's hands,who ſent 
certain bands thither, the which in great diligence approached near to the 
Town. When all things were 1n a readineſs, and the Gates being ſonegligently 
guarded, that the Traitors with their counterfeited Keys had opened them, 
they began a ſong, whereby they willed the Enemies to make haſte, who pre- 
ſently repaired to the Gates,and were received into the Town. Paul Carque- 
levant a Britain, Governour of the Town, in the abſence of the Baſtard of 
Cardonre, at the Enemies firſt entry retired himſelf with his Souldiers into 
the Caſtle; but fearing leſt it ſhould.-be taken by aſſault, he foon abandoned 
it, greatly to his reproach :. for if he had held ic butill thenext day, divers 
Frenchbands had come thither to his relief, The Town was ſpoiled, and ma- 
ny {lain, neither were the Churches fpared nor the Traitors Houſes. The Au- 
thor of this Treaſon was-a poor Smith that dwelled upon the Town Wall, 
and had bcen the only man that was ſuffered to remain in the Town by Lewzs 
the Eleventh, when he tranſported the Townſmen as a Colony into France. 
Carquelevant the Governour, when the Town was ſurpriſed, lay faſt atleep, 
drowned in drink and good chear as it is ſaid. The Town was fpoiled by the 
Souldiers becauſe A/aximilian was behind with them for certain Months pay. 
Saint Omers was alſo taken at the ſame time,though ſomerefer it toanother 
time, but whenſoever it was taken,this 1s moſt certain, that the negligence of 
the Watch was the loſs thereof. For the Enemies being led by George Dabec- 
7# made jhew at their firſt coming before the Town, as though they would 


have ſcaled it, -at which time the French Souldiers were ready to with- 
ſtand 
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ſtand them upon the Walls, being ſtrong and very defenſible both by Nia: 
ture and by Art: whereupon ttie Enemies under pretence of fear, retired in- 
to their Camp ; yea and further, when the French iſſued forth toskirmiſh with 
ther, they ever retired fe! po__— like fear,which diffimulation rhey uſed 
by the ſpace of eight days, and by this their policy, cauſed the French to re- 
mit much of their accuſtomed induſtry and diligence: which when the Bur- 
gundians and Almaines perceived, they with great expedition reared Lad- 
ders again(t the Walls and Bulwarks of the Town, which they eaſily en- 
tered, that Watch being faſt aſleep, and in ſome place no Watch ar all; 
Then brake they open the Gares, flew the French Souldiers and the Citi- 
Zens, and ſo became Maſters of the Town. 2 

At the ſame time was Amiens allo attempted by the Burgundians in the. 
night, and like to have been ſurpriſed by the like negligence of the Watch: 
but Katherine de Liques (a Woman of manlike courage) awaked the Watch 
out of their dead ſleep, by means whereof the alarm was ſounded, and alt 
the Town aroſe in Arms, and part went to defend the Walls, and the reſt 
Hlued forth and skirmiſhed, and put to flight Maximilzars bands, who 
plainly coafefel that the diligence and induſtry of one Woman had 
wrung the Victory out of their hands, | 


CH AP. VII: 


Of the reſtitution of the Counties of Rouſlillon a#d Parpignan to the King of 
Spain, of the Emperoxr Frederick's death, of the Peace between the King of 
Romans ard the King, and of the Duke of Orleans delivery ont of Priſon. 


Erdinand King of Arragon deſired nothing more than to recover out of 
- the Kings hands the Counties of Roxſſelor and Parpignarn, engaged by 
him (as he ſaid) to King Lewzs theEleventh for fifty thouland Crowns. But 
the Nobles of France would not condeſcend to this reſtitution, becaule theſe 
two Counties were a rampler for the Realm on that ſide towards Spain: 
adding that they were not engaged xo King Lewzs, but abſolutely ſold, 
And notwithſtanding that the King of Spazz alledged that King Lewis by 
his laſt Will and Teſtament had commanded the faid Counties to be re- 
ſtored, knowing that they were wrongfully withheld : yet his perſiwaſions 
and allegations little availed. Wherefore he perceiving that this way no 
good would be done, felt to practiſe with them of Religion, hoping by 
their preaching of conſcience to King Charles to win that of him that 
otherwiſe he ſaw no means to obtain. Wherefore he. corrupted with a 
great ſum of money Oliver Maillaird, or as others write Fohn de Mauleor, 
a Frier Franciſcan, Confteflor to the Lady of Beaviey the Kings Siſter, who 
under his Coul of Religion cloking his hypocrifie and covetouſaeſs, perſwa- 
ded her, that except reſtitution were made of theſe Territories to the King 
of Spain, the King her Brothers Government could nor proſper nor pleaſe 
God. She being moved in conſcience by this Friers perſaſions, brake this 
matter to Lewis of Azboiſe Biſhop of Alby, the Kings Schoolmaſter, who 
together with her ſo terrified the Kings conſcience, that he did not only 
make reſtitution of the ſaid Territories by the hands of the ſaid Biſhop, 
whom he ſent thither to deliver them : but allo freely releaſed to the King 
of Arragor, all the money that King Lewis his Father had paid for them; 
with theſe conditions, that the faid King of Arragor and his Succeſlors, 
ſhould ever after love and honour the Realm of France, that he ſhould make 


no War againſt it, nor aid with money, vicua!s, or counſel any of the ene- 


miles 
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mies thereof, nor permit them to have paſſage through his Domitiioris: Atid 
thus were theſe Countries reſtored, greatly to the French mens grief and 
dammage ; but in truth the King the rather inclined to reſtore them, becauſe 
he began already by the perſwaſion of thoſe that were about hini to fanſie 
a Voyage into 7taly, for the recovery of the Realm of Naples, which after- 
ward took efte&, though the King both now and long atter this, kept his 
purpoſe fecret to himſelf, and one or two more, which Voyage I think was 
the principal cauſe that induced him to reſtore the foreſaid Countries, 
thereby to tie the King of $paiz to him, that he ſhould not trouble him in 
his enterpriſe z but he miſreckoned himſelf, for he was no ſooner paſt the 
Mountains, but the King of $paix forgot all his kindneſs, and fell to pra- 
Riſe a league with his Enemies 


might have obtained it. The Emperour Maximzliar purpoling to quiet 
the ſtate of the Empire troubled by his Fathers death, ſeemed more in- 
clined to peace with the King than heretofore he had been, which hapned 


Th 
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While theſe matters paſled thus in France, Frederick the Emperour died, F* Enperenr 
to whom his Son Maximilian ſucceeded, who notwithſtanding was never eq the 19. of 


crowned, neither greatly defired fo to be, although with a ſinall requeſt he Avguſt, 1454- 


wg fortunately for the Kings Afﬀairs: for without Maximilian were paci- 
fied, his Voyage into 7taly mult of force have ſtaid 3 but both the parties 's 
by this means 1nclining to concord, the Peace was ſoon concluded : the Bal. 
| : ©” was concluded ij” 
Emperours Daughter was reſtored unto him, and the County of Artois, to- it Sentis, aw ©: 
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gether with all the Towns he quarrelled. And thus the King being in # 1494 


peace with all his Neighbours: namely, with the Emperour, and the Kings 
of England and Spain, and poſlefling the Duchy of Britazz quietly by his 
marriage, and by that means having no body to fear, began who! y to 


' diſpoſe himſelf to his Voyage into 1aly, whereupon his mind was altogether 


fixed, 
Further, about this very time the King at the earneſt ſute and continual 


tears of his Siſter Fae, a Lady of ſingular piety and chaſtity, reſtored not 
only to liberty, bur alſo to his favour and familiarity, Lewis Duke of 0rle- 
«rs (Husband to the faid Lady,) taken Priſoner at the Battel of Saint Al- 
bir in Britain, as before you have heard : whereby as the King deſerved 

reat commendation for his clemency, in preſerving his Enemy taken in 
Fatrel, and reſtoring him ro his former dignity and honour : ſo did he alſo 
thereby provide that no diſcontented .ſubje& at home ſhould trouble his 
eſtate in'his abſence in his Voyage to Naples: whereunto the Hiſtory of 
Commines now calleth us, which from the death of King Lewis the Ele- 
venth till this preſent, I have ſupplied out of other good Authors, becauſe 
the faid Commines being impriſoned, or in diſgrace almoſt ever fithence 
King Lewis his death, till the ſaid Voyage of Naples, (whereat he was pre- 
ſent) was ſilent and left nothing in writing to poſterity of all thoſe years, 
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O. continue the Hiſtory written by me Philip de Commines of the 

..reign of King-ZTewzs the Eleventh (whom God aſloil,) I will now 

© &eclare the occaſion that moved King Charles the Eight his Son to 

.'. --.- Wake his Voyage into Ttaly, whereat my ſelf was preſent. The 

ſaid King-departed from Yiexwna in Danulphin the 23.0f Auguſt,the year 1494, 

+cand returned into his Realm about OFober, the year 1495. Before the En- 

'- *terpriſe;was. fully reſolved on, the 'matter was often debated whether he 

- ſhould go-or not : for the Voyage ſeemed very dangerous to all men of wiſ- 

dom and experience, neither did any allow thereof, but the King himſelf, 

and one, Stepher de Pers born in Languedoc, a man of mean Parentage, and 

utterly unacquainted with the Wars, and all things thereunto appertaining. 

One other alſo being of the receit was a furtherer thereof till his heart fail. 

ed him, namely the General Bri ſannet, who afterward by occaſion of this 

Voyage, was preferred to many goodly dignities and ſpiritual promotions, 

and created a Cardinal. The former had already gotten goodly poſlefſions, 

for he was Seneſchal of Beancarre, and Preſident of the Compts at Paris: 

he had ſerved the King in his youth very faithfully, being a Groom of his 

Chamber, and by his means the General was won to favour this Voyage ; ſo 

that they.two were the only Authors thereof; for the which, few commend- 

ed, but many blamed them: for all things neceflary for ſo great aneaterpriſe 

* The intereſt WEFE- Wanting, The King was young, a weak body, wedded to his own 

ofthis money, Will, {lenderly accompanied with wile men or good Captains, and ſo ut- 

as he _ n texly unfurniſhed of money, that before his departure, he borrowed of the 

—_ Soi Bank, of Soly at Genua a hundred thouſand Franks upon great intereſt, 

rer, amounted from Mart to Mart *. In divers other places alſo he borrowed money. as 

in fourmont® hereafter you ſhall hear. His Army was unprovided of Tents and Pavilli- 

thouſand Ons, and Winter was begun when he entred into Lombardy. One only 
Franks. Fur- . $00d thing had he, to wir, a touragious company of young Geatlemen: 

at Genza cer- Et NOt in ſuch military diſcipline as was requifite, Wherefore we muſt 
rain Marts in of neceſſity conclude, that this Voyage was governed by God alone, both 
on kos whore at our going forth, and our retura home; for the wiſdom of the Authors 
which to the thereof above mentioned, ferved to no great purpoſe : notwithſtanding 

othergney < they might juſtly vaunt themſelves to be the occaſion of the great honour 

ney: ir is be- and renown their Maſter wan thereby. | 


tween every 
Mart four 


months, | CHAP. 
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CHAP. I: 


How Rhene Duke of Lorrain came into France to demand the Duchy of Bar, 
and the Farldom of Provence which King Charles held, and how he failed 
to enter into the Realm of Naples, whereunto he pretended title as the 
King did, and what right both of them had therennto. 


of his Age, the Duke of Lorraiz came into France, to demand the _ _— 


Puchy of Bar, which King Lewis the Eleventh had withholden in Fuze. 

from him, and likewiſe the Earldom of Provezce, left to the ſaid King Lewzs 

by the laſt Will and Teſtament of King Charles of Anjor his Coulin Ger- 

man®, who died without Iflue. The Duke of Lorraiz pretended Title * This Couſin 
to it, as Son and Heir tothe Daughter of Rexe King of Sicily, Duke of A4#- CO Ons 
jou, and Earl of Provence, alledging that the faid King AKexe had done him King Lewir. 
wrong *, in preferring King Charles of Azjou, being but his Brother the Earl F725 ng 
of Maines Son, before him being his Daughters Son. The other anſwered, charles his 
that by their Anceſtors Teſtamients, Proverce could not deſcend to the Fe- — Son 
male. In the end Bar was yielded to him, for the which the King demanded + 
only a ſum of money. Further, becauſe the ſaid Duke of Lorrain was high- Vuke of Lor- 
ly favoured and fricnded by divers of great Authority in Fraxce, (eſpeci- -—-— 
ally by Jo{n Duke of Bourbox, who was old and deſirous to marry his Siſter) * The Pede. 
it was agreed that Curing the ſpace of four'years, in the which his Title 87 7 te 
to the Earldom of Provence ſhould be examined, his Eſtate ſhould be wholly work will 
defrayed by the King, and that he ſhould have charge of an hundred Lan- make this title 
ces, together with an yearly Penſion of ſix and thirty thouſand Fraxks du- _ 
ring the ſaid four years. My (clf was preſent at the debating and ending of 
all theſe controverſies, being one of the Commiſſioners purpoſely choſen 
for the determination thereof, both by the Kings neareſt Kinſmen, and by 
the three Eſtates of his Realm: ſo was alſo Stephen de Vers above-men- 
tioned, who becauſe he had gotten certain poſleſſions 1n Proverce, cauſed 
the King (as young as he was) in the preſence of his Siſter, the Ducheſs of 
Bourbon, to ſay, to Monſieur de Comminges, and to Monſieur de Lay (who 
were both alſo in the ſaid Commiſſion.) and to my ſelf, that we ſhould 
do our endeavour that he might not loſe the Earldom of Provence ; which 
words he uttered before the agreement above-mentioned was made. — ., 

| Before the four years expired, certain Lawyers of Provence brought forth under the 
the Teſtaments of King Charles the Firſt, Brother to St. Lewis, and of other name of Sicily 
Kings of $:c:ly* of theHouſe of France.Theſe Lawyers,Camong other proofs) ps or 
alledged,that not only the Earldom of Proverce, but alſo the Realm of Sicily, of Naplerallo, 
with all the Houſe of Azjors other Poſleſſions, appertained of right to the Jute borh 
King, and that the Duke of Lorraiz had no right thereto, notwithſtanding bare thename 
others maintained the contrary. All theſe Lawyers depended wholly upon 9 29» the 
| , SE j os 7 : beyond, 
Stephen de Vers,who nouriſhed his Viaſterin this Language, that King Charles the other 6n 
Earl of Provence laſt deceaſed, Son to Charles of Anjon,Earl of Main,and Ne- 5 fide the 
phew fto King Rexe, left Provence to King Lewis by his laſt Will and Teſta- t By Nephew 
ment,and that King Rexe before his Death made the ſaid Charles hisHeir, pre- he. meaneth 
ferring him before theDuke of Lorrain hisDaughters$0n, becauſe of theTeſta- Fqine's 590: 
ments of King Charles the Firſt, and his Wite Counteſs of Provence s wherein this of the 


they Had willed, that the Realm: and oy County of Provence ſhould _ tons preg 


'F- HE Year of the Kings Coronation®, being the fourteenth or fifteenth * King Charles 
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' be ſevered, nor deſcend to the Heir Female, ſo long as there was Iſſue Male 
remaining. The like teſtaments they alledged alſo to have becn made, -by 

their next Succeſlors in the ſaid Realm, namely by Charles the Second. Du: 

ring theſe four years ſpace 3 thoſe that governed the King, that is toſay, the 

Duke and Duchels of Boxrboz, and certain of the Kings Chamber, namely 

*This de Gra Monſieur de Graville and others,who at that time bare great (way in France, 
pr obey _— called to the Court to high authority and eſtimatian, the ſade Duke of Lox. 
France. r4in to have him for their ſupport and aid: (tor he was a hardy Gentleman 
and more than a Courtier) not doubting but eaſily to rid their hands of him 

at their pleaſure, as alſo they did when they found themſelves ſtrong enongh, 

i Mademde and the force of the Duke of Orleans and others (whom I need not name) 
BeovleoDorh-Je, weakned, that it was no more to be feared. Burt after the four years ex- 
was ?ppoin- pired, they could no longer hold the Duke of Lorraiz, unleſs they would 
red by Kg put him in poſſeſſion of the County of Provence - or afſure him of it by 
three Eſtates Writing at a day, and continue ſtill his Penſion of f1x and thirty thouſand 


Governour of Franks .whereunto becauſe they would not condeſcend, he departed the 


ing Charle . 
her Brother ; COUrt greatly diſcontented. 


bur the Duke Fqur or-five Months before his departure, a good overture was made untg 
of Orleans Cal 4m, if he would have embraced it: for the whole Realm of Naples rebel- 
is the Xif. led againſt King Ferraxde, becauſe of his great Tyranny and his Childrens, 
os eggs = ſo far forth, that all rhe Nobles and the third part of the Realm yielded 
was in Arms themſelves to the Church : Notwithſtanding King Ferrazde being aided by 
with divers the Florentiner, prefied them fore: for the which cauſe, the Pope and the 
demandingthe ſaid Nobles of the Realm that had rebelled, ſent for the Duke of Lorrai, 
Government purpoſing to Crown him King, and ſo forward the enterpriſe was, that the 
—_ Gallies-and the Cardinal Saint Peter de Yincula (who ſhould have conveigh- 
blood , asin ed him thither) ſtayed for hima long time at Gezyg: during the which ſpace 
wy ſupply 's he was bufied with theſe broils in Court, and delayed his departure, not- 
Jarge, againſc Withſtanding that he had Meſſengers with him from all the Nobles of the ſaid 
theſe they | Realm, earneſtly prefling him to come with ſpeed. To be ſhort, the King and 
here Pane his Counſel ſhewed themſelves willing by all means, they could to aid and 
Duke of Ley» ſuccour him, and gave him ſixty thouſand Fraxks, (whereof he received 
rains twenty thouſand bur loſt thereſt) and agreed alſo, that he ſhould lead with 

him the hundred Lances that were under his charge, promiling further to 

ſend Ambaſſadours round about in his favour. Notwithſtanding the King 

was now nineteen years of Age or more, and governed by thoſe above na- 

med, whodaily beat into his head-that the Realm of Naples of right apper- 

tained to himſelf, which I write becauſe divers of mean Eſtate raiſed great 

contention about this matter : as I underſtood both by certain of the Am- 


baſſadours ſent to Rowe, Florence, Genua, and other places in the Duke of 


& For Philip &e Court * with rough and diſconrteous words: yet now he made the moſt of 
Commrnes Wa me that might be, lamenting much the Government of the Eſtate. He abode 


ſtanding that both the Pope, the Yexetiars, the King of Spe7r7, and the Floren- 


Fines, 
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tizes had undertaken toſee the Treaty kept and obſerved,and had ſyorn and 
promiſed the Nobles ſafety. The Prince of Salerze eſcaped and came into 
France, refuſing to be comprehended in the Treaty as one well acquainted 
with King Ferrands humour : but the Duke of Lorraiz returned into his 
Country with diſhonour, and loſt his credit with the King, loſt. his men of 
Arms, and loſt alſo the Penſion of fix and thirty thouſand Franks which he 
received for Provence - and even at this preſent being the year 1497. he 


liverh yet in this Eſtate. 
CHAP. IL 
How the Prince of Salerne in the Realn of Naples came into France, and how 


Lodovic Sforce ſurramed the Moore, and he, ſought to perſwade the 
King to make War upon the King of Naples, and for what cauſe. 


H E Prince of Salerze fled to Yerice (where he was well friended) ac- 
| companied with three of his Nephews, Sons to the Prince of Biſignax *, *Antenl of 
There they asked Counſel of the Seniory, (as the Prince himſelf told me) pins eefuhe 
whether it would pleaſe them that they ſhould retire, to the Duke of Lor- lernc, and Ber» 
raine, the King of France, or the King of Spaix. They anſwered, that the r 4 = 
Duke of Lorraine was a dead man unable to do them good, and that the were Brethren 
King of Spain ſhould be too ſtrong, if tothe Ifle of83cily and the other places #1. 
which he held in the Yeretian Gulf, he ſhould join the Realm of Naples 3 ad- 
ding, that he was _— mighty upon the Sea: wherefore they adviſed | A 
him to go into Frazce, ſaying that with the Kings of France ® that held the ! He meanerh 
faid Realm, they had ever lived in perfeCt amity and friendſhip, and found þ7 ant ptr. 
them always good Neighbours. But I ſuppoſe, they thought not the enter- Kings of the 
priſe ſhould have had ſuch ſuccels, as afterward it had. Thus theſe Noble- _ _ G 
men abovenamed came into France, where they were courteouſly received, had held the 
but their eatertainment was ſmall. They followed their ſute earneſtly, the Realm of Ne: 
ſpace of two years, addrefling themſelves wholly to Stepher de Vers, then as 
Seneſchal of Beancaire, and of the Kings Privy-Chamber. BR Þ_ 
_ One day they lived in hope, another in deſpair; but their friends uſed. 
great diligence in Ztaly, eſpecially at ilar, whereof Fohn Galeas was 
Duke, not the great Fohz Galeas that lyeth buryed in the Charter-Houſe of ,,,. 
Pavia, but he that was Son to Duke Galeas, and the Ducheſs Boxne, Daugh-> oth theſe 


ter to. the Duke of Savoy, a man of no great ſenſe. The ſaid Ducheſs had places, and . 
the Wardſhip of her Children, and my felt have ſeen her there in great au- = mn 
thority, being a Widdow, and governed by one Cico a Secretary, and an name not a 
antieqt Servant of that Houſe, This Cico had baniſhed all Duke Galeas Name non] 
Brethren, for the ſaid Ladies ſafety and her Childrens, and .among the nifieth as " 
reſt, the Lord Zodovic (after Duke of Milan) whom ſhe revoked bel _ _ 
her Enemy, and in War againſt her, rogether with the Lord Robert of rags dry 
Saint Severine a valiant Captain, whom ſhe had alſo baniſhed by the ſaid becauſe the 
Cicos perlſwalion., To be ſhort, at the requeſt of a young man that Car- \——— —A 
ved before her, called Anthony Theſin, being a Ferrarian of very mean Pa- Angiers and 
rentage, ſhe called them all home through great ſimplicity, ſuppoſing they 
would do, the ſaid, Cico no harm, and the truth is, that ſo they had 
ſworn and promiſed. But the third day after their return, they took him 
notwithſtanding” their Oath, and carried him in an empty Cask through 
the Town of Alan - he was allied by marriage to one of the Viſcounts+, . 
and if the ſaid Viſcount had been in the City at that preſent, ſome ſay 
they durlſt not have taken him. Moreover, the Lord Lodovic cauſed this. 

Y 3 matter 
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matter ſo to be ordered, that the ſaid Robert of St. Severin coming that 
way, ſhould meet with: rhis Czco as he, paſſed through the Town in this 
Eſtate, becauſe he hated him 'extreamly. ' Thus was he led Priſoner to the 
Caſtle of Pavy where he died. _ | 

They uſed this Lady very honourably in her judgment, ſeeking to con- 
tent her humour in all things; but all matters of importance they two dit- 
patched, niaking her privy but to what pleaſed them, and no greater plea- 

{ure could they do her, than to communicate nothing with her. | 
They permitted her to give this Anthony Theſin what ſhe would, they 
lodged him hard by her Chamber, he carried her on Horſeback behind him 
in the Town, and in her Houſe was nothing but Feaſting and Dancing ; but 
this jollity endured but half a year. She gave many goodly things ro this 
Theſir, and the Courtiers Packets were addrefled to him, which bred great 
diſdain m' many, wherein the Lord: Lodovic, Unele to the two Children 
(aſpiring to the Duchy , which afterward alſo he obtained_) nouriſhed 
- them as much as in him lay. One Morning they took her two'Sons from 
her, and lodged them in a great Tower within the Caſtle called the Rock, 
whereunto conſented the ſaid Lodowvic, the Lord Robert of Severin, one 
called de Pallevoiſ/z Governour of the young Dukes Perſon, and the Cap- 
« This Captain tain of the Rocks, who fince Duke Galeas Death had never departed out 
Treafor to Of the place, neither did many years after this, till he was taken Priſoner 
the Children by the Lord Lodovicks ſubtilty, and his Maſters folly, being of his Mothers 
Jn ad, difpoſition.. After the abovenamed had fodged theſe Children'in the Xock, 
ur CONIEnte . : . a . . - W: ; 
ro this deed, they ſeized upon the treaſure being art that time the richeſt in Chriſtendom, 
__ he and made her yteld account thereof. Moreover, they cauſed three Keys 
og ©. thereof to-be made, one of the which ſhe kept, but the treaſure after that 
more ſafery day ſhe never touched. They made her alſo to ſurrender the Wardfhip of 
with him than 1&7 Children,” and the ſaid Lodovic was choſen their Guardian. Further, 


with their T "Ee : x X . 
f6oliſh Mo- - they ſent Letters into divers Countries, eſpecially into Fraxce, (which my. 
theks ſelf ſaw_ written to her great diſhonour : for they charged her with this 
Anthony Theſin, whom notwithſtanding they ſent away unharmed, for the 
\ Lord Robert ſaved both his life and goods.” Theſe two great men entred 
not into the' Rock at their pleaſure, for the Captain had his Brother in'it 
with a Garriſon of a hundred and fifty Souldiers or better, and when they 
entred, the Gate was ſtraitly kept, neither entred they accompanied at 

any time with'more than a man or two, and this 'endured along ſpace, 
| In the mean time great variance aroſe between the Lord Lodovic, and 
Robert of St. Severin, (tor uſnally two great men cannot long agree :) but 
Lodovic wan the Garland, and the other departed to the Yeretians ſervice. 
 Notwithftanding, afterwards two of his Sons returned to the ſervice of the' 
" Taid LZodovic, and the ſtate of 21a, (namely Mr. Galeas, and the Earl of 
Cajazze) ſome ſay with their Fathers conſent, others ſay no : but howſoe- 
ver it were, .the ſaid Lodovic highly favoured them, and both: hath been 
and yet is very faithfully ſerved by them. You fhall underftand that their 
- Father the Lord:Robert of Saint Severin, was iſſued of a baſe Daughter of 
the Houſe of St. 'Severiz; bur in 7taly they make no great ditierence between 
_ABaftard and: a Child Legitimate. This I write becauſe they furthered our . 
-— enterpriſe in 7taly, as welt in favour of the Prince of Salerxe, Chief of the 
{aid Houſe of Saint Severzy, as alfo for divers other reſpects, whereof here- 

after you ſhall hear; * © © © 

- « The Lord Lodovic declared immediately that he would by all means poſ- 
ſible maintain his Authority, for he' cauſed money to be Toined, on the one 
ſide whereof theDukesImage was ſtamped,and on the other his own, whereat 
" 08 many 
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many murmured. This Duke was married to the Daughter of 4!fonſe Duke 
of Calabria, and King of Naples after his Father King Ferrandes Death. His 
ſaid Wife was a Lady of a great courage, 'and would gladly have increaſed 
her Husbands Authority if the could, but her Husband lacked Wit, and diſ- 
cloſed all her attempts. The Captain alſo 'of the Rock of Xilan continued 
long in great Authority, and never departed out of the place; for many 
jealouſies were now ariſen, ſo far forth that when one of the Children went 
abroad, the other abode within. To be ſhort, a year or two before we en- 
tred into 7aly, the Lord Lodovic having been abroad with the Duke, and 
purpoſing ſome miſchief, waited upon him at his teturn home to the Caſtle 
according to his accuſtomed manner. The Captain came upon the Draw- 
bridge with hismen about him, to kiſs the Dukes hand as their manner is. 
The Duke at this time was ſomewhat without the Bridge, in ſuch ſort that 
the Captain was forced to ſtep forth a pace or two, where theſe two Sons of 
St. Severin, and others that were about them laid hold upon him. They 
within drew up the Bridge, but the Lord Lodovic cauſed an end of a Wax | 
Candle to be lighted, and fware that he would ſmite off their heads © if they « The ſenſe in 
yielded not the place before the Candle were burned out 5 whereupon they Þin* + EE 
delivered it, and thea he furniſhed it well and ſurely for himſelf, but all in _ It, quit 
the Dukes name, Further, he endited the Captain of High-Treaſon,lay- 6 feror, thah 
ing to his charge that he would have 'pur the 'place into rhe Emperours #7 —_ 
hands: and ſtaid certain Almairs, charging them as praftiſers with the Cap- would (mite 
rain about this enterpriſe, yet afterward diſmiſſed them without further 2# we cap. 
harm. He Beheaded alſo one of his ownSecretaries, charging him in like man- the place 
ner as a dealer in the matter, and yet one other who he ſaid had been a Me(- —— 
ſenger * betiveen them. The Captain he held long in Priſon, yet'in the end cm wicdia 
delivered him, pretending that Ducheſs B9ze had once hired a Brother of were our of 
the Captains to kill the ſaid Lodovic as he entred into the Caſtle, whom the | +—_—_+y : 
Captain withheld from executing the fact, for the which cauſe he now ſaved * The French! 
his life. Notwithſtanding if he had been guilty of ſo heinous a crime as a p24 in this 
purpole to yield the place to the Emperour, who might have laid claim to another who 
it, both as Emperour and Duke of Auſtrich (for that Houſe pretended ſome faid thar he 
Title thereunto:) IT think he would not have pardoned him 3 for it would _ 4 
have made a great alteration 1n'7taly, and the whole Eſtate of 2/;laz would tween them : 
have revolted in oneday. For when they lived under the Emperour, every 297 vndoubt- 
Houſhold paid but half a Ducat for Tribute: but now they are cruelly and is corrapred, 
tyrannoully governed, both the Spirituality, Nobility, and Commons, —=.androve ox 
The Lord Lodovic ſeeing himſelf ſeized of the Caſtle, and all the Force of menacd it. - 
the Country at his commandment,determined to attempt further ; for he that 
poſſeſſeth 2:12 poſlefleth the whole Eſtate, hoth becauſe the chief of the 
Country be reſident there, and alſo becauſe thoſe that have the charge and 
government of the other places be all 2Glanois born. Sure for the quantity 
of this Duchy, Tnever ſaw.a pleaſanter or plentifuller piece of ground. For 
if the Prince would content himſelf with the yearly Revenues of five hun- 
dred thoufand Ducats ; his Subjects ſhquld be but too rich, andthe Prince 
live in fatety : but he levietlhr yearly fix hundred and fifty thouſand, or ſeven 
hundred thouſand, which is great Tyranny : and therefore the people deſire 
nothing more than change of their Prince. Which the Lord Lodovie 
conſidering, together with. the other reaſons above rehearſed, and being al- 
ready married to the Duke of Ferrarz's Daughter, by whom he had many 
Children,determined to accompliſh his intent,and endevoured to win friends 
not only in the ſaid Duchy,.but alſo abroad in ttalj. Wherefore firſt he 
entred into League with the Veretiansy, for the preſervation of their Eſtate, 
nt: "a whereunto 
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whereunto he was great friend, to his Father-in-Laws prejudice, from whom 
the ſaid Yexetians not long before had taken a little Territory called the 
Poleſan, environed with Water, and marvellouſly abounding with all kind 
of Wealth. . This Country being diſtant but half a League from. Ferrara, the 
Venetians polleſs yet at thisday, There are in it two pretty Towns, which 
I have been in my ſelf, the one named Koviexe, the other Labady. The Duke 
of Ferrara loſt it in the Warthat himſelf firſt moved againſt the Yeretians - 
for notwithſtanding that before the end of thoſe Wars, Alphozſe Duke of 
Calairia (his Father King Ferraxde yet living) the Lord Lodovic with the 
Force of Alan, the Florentines, the Pope, and the Town of Boloria came to 
his aid ; by means whereof the Yexetians were brought altogether under 
foot, or at the [eaſt to great extremity, being utterly unfurniſhed of money, 
and having loſt divers places: yet the ſaid Lodovic concluded a Treaty to 
their Honour and Profit ; for every man was reſtored to his own, ſave the 
poor Duke of Ferrara, who was forced to leave unto them the Poleſaz 
(which they yet hold: notwithſtanding that he had moved this War at the 


#TheDuke of tequeſt of the Lord Lodovic,and of King Ferrande,whoſe s Daughter he had 
married King Married. The report went that Lodowvzc received threeſcore thouſand Du- 


cats of the Penctians for making this Treaty. Whether it were ſo or no, I 


OENrnnrs Us: knoxvy not, but ſure I am, that the Duke of Ferrara was once perſwaded that 


It was ſo : for at that time the ſaid Lodovic was not married to his Daugh-, 
ter. From that day forward amity evercontinued between the YVenetians and 
the ſaid Lodovic. No Servant nor Kinſman of John Galeas Duke of Alan, 
ſought to impeach and ſtop the Lord Lodowze from ſeizing the Duchy into 
his own hands, ſave only the Ducheſs his Wife, who was young, but a very 
wiſe Lady. She was Daughter to Alphonſe Duke of Calabria before-men- 
tioned, Son and Heir to Ferrande King of Naples. In the year 1493. the ſaid 
Lodovic ſent to King Charles the VIII. now raigning, to perſwade him to 
come into 7taly to conquer the Realm of Naples, and to vanquiſh and ſubdue 
thoſe that poſleſs it : for ſo long as they flouriſhed and were of Force, he durſt 
never attempt that which afterward he accompliſhed. At that time the ſaid 
Ferrande King of Naples, and Alphonſe his Son, were puiſſant, rich, of great 
experience in the Wars, and accounted Princes of haughty courages, though 
afterward their ations declared the contrary, The ſaid Lodovic was alſo 
a very wiſe man, but marvellous timerous, and humble when he ſtood in fear, 
and void of all Faith, if the breach thereof might turn to his profit. I ſpeak 
as one that knew him throughly well, becauſe I have dealt with him in ma- 
ny matters. But to proceed, in the year 1493. (as before ſaid) the Lord 
Lodovic began to tickle this young King Charles, being but two and twenty 
years of Age, with the ambitious Vainglories of 7taly, ſhewing him what 
right he had to this goodly Realm of Naples, which I warrant you he skil- 
fully blazed and painted forth. In all theſe Negotiations, he addreſſed him- 
{elf to Stephan de Vers, then newly made Seneſchal of Beaucaire, and mar- 
vellouſly enriched, though not fatisfied, and to the General Briforct, arich 
man, $sk1]full in matters of the receit, and great friend at that time to the 
ſaid Seneſchal, by whoſe means the Lord Lodovic perſwaded the ſaid Bri/- 


ſonet to become a Prieſt, promiſing to make him a Cardinal, but the Sene- 


{chal himſelf he promiſed to make a Duke. And to ſet all theſe practices on 
foot, the ſaid Lodovic ſent in the ſame year to Paris a goodly Ambaſlage to 
the King, the chief whereof was the Earl of Cajazze, Son and Heir to the 
above-named Robert of St. Severiz, who found there the Prince of Salernre 
his Couſin : for the ſaid Prince is chiefof the Houſe of St. Severiz (asT have 


already made mention) and lived in Frazce, being baniſhed by King _ 
rande 
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rande of Naples, as before you have heard, and therefore travelled earnelt- 
ly, that this Voyage to.Naples might go forward. With the ſaid Earl of 
Cajazze, came alſo Charles Earl of Bellezoyeuſe, and Maſter Galeas, Viſcount 
of Milan, who were both in very good order and well accompanied, but 
openly they uſed falutations only and general Speeches. This was the firſt 
great Ambaſſage that came from the Lord Lodovic to theKing. True it is, 
that he had ſent before this one of his Secretaries to negotiate with the 
King, to ſend his Deputy into 7taly, to receive homage of his Couſin the 


+ *Duke Galeas 3 


Duke of 24:laz for Genna, which was granted him againſt all reaſon ': not- _ 
withſtanding I will not deny, but that the King of ſpecial favour might come imo 
aflign one to receive it of him for when this Duke Galeas was Ward to Frence to 
his Mother, I being then Ambaſſadour for King Lewzs the XI. received his —— done bo- 
homage in the Caſtle of Alan, having an expreſs Commiſſion from the King in per- 
King ſo to do. But Gerua was then out of the Duke of 24Glans hands, and ©Þ, but be> 
hed by Maſter Baptiſt de Campefour gonſe; but at this preſent the Lord would nor ler 
L odovic had xccovered it, and gave to certain of the Kings Chamber eighe Min depare | 
thouſind Ducats for the Ne 6 thereof, who by receiving the money (aq; - x 
mr - | y TECEIVINg TNE MONEY ſragy, he 
preatly prejudiced the King. For before the.grant of the ſaid inveſture, they ona evans, 


t it ſhoul, 


might have ſeized Gena to the Kings own uſe, if they had would*: buty "are w 


ſceing they meant to take money for it they ought to have demanded one ſent thi- 
more : for Duke Galeas paid at one payment for it to King Lewis my Ma- 7 by the 
ſter, fifty thouſand Ducats, whereof the King (whoſe Soul God pardon) Depucy for 
gave me thirty thouſand Crowns in reward. Notwithſtanding they ſaid ft purpoſe, 
they received theſe eight thouſand Ducats with the Kings couſent, and qorfency, md 
Stephen de Vers Seneſchal of Beaucaire, was one of thoſe that took the mo- under . colour 
ney, happily to entertain the better the Lord Lodovic for this enterpriſe, (07 - fared | 
which he ſo much both favoured and furthered. After Audience given hadrecorcred 
openly at Paris, to the Ambaſſadours above-mentioned, the Earl of Cajazze ' >= becauſe 
had ſecret-Conference with the King. The ſaid Earl was in great credit at ag King rio 
Milan, but his Brother, Maſter Galeas of St. Severin, in greater, eſpecially the Genuers 
in Martial Afﬀairs. His Maſter could now diſpoſe of the ſtate of Mila, as jt fiven 
of his own : for the which cauſe he offered the King great ſervices and aid, Charles the 
as well men as money, affirming the enterpriſe to be of no difficulty. This 3X 4mo 
done, he and Maſter Galeas Viſcount, took their leave and departed, leaving ſene thicher - 
behind them the Earl of Charles of Belezozenſe,to entertain the ſute, who in- for Governor 
continent put himſelf into French Apparel, and travelled ſo earneſtly in this £1999 161! 
buſineſs, that many began to like of the enterpriſe. The King ſent into Italy ward roCharls 
to Pope Innocentius, to the Venetians, and to the Florentines; one named __ 
Peror of Baſcbe, who had been brought up in the Houle of Anjon, under ir could be 


Duke Jobx of Calabria, and was marvellouſly affetioned to this Voyage. —_— 


| Theſe pradtiſes and runnings to and fro,continued the ſpace of feven or eight the King, but 


months, and thoſe that underſtood of this enterpriſe, communed among wade < 


themſelves diverſly of it, but none thought that che King would go'iia per- yefure, he _ 


ſon into Ttaly. gave away his 
| | right, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


' How King Charles the Eight made Peace with the King of RtOmans, and the 
Archduke of Auſtrich, reſtoring to them the Lady Margaret of Flanders, 
, before he made his Voyage to Naples. | | 


74 Uring this delay above-mentioned, Peace was treated of at Serlis, 

'D  berween the King and the Archduke of Anſtrich, Heir of the Houſe 

of Burgundy. For notwithſtanding that they were 1n truce, yet a 

-- * breach happened between them,. becauſe the King refuſed the King of Ro- 

\, » #2ans Daughter, Silter to the ſaid Archduke (being very young) and mar- 

- ried the Daughter of Francis Duke of Britain, to enjoy peaceably thereby 

_.., the Duchy of Britain - all the which at the time of this Treaty he held, 
....-. fave the Town of Remes, and the ſaid Daughter being within it 5 the which 

* 7. was governed by the Prince of Orenge her Uncle, who had made a marri- 

® Anal, Bar-. age between her and the King of Romans, * and openly ſolemnized ir in the 
47 Philip: Church by a Prodor: ' All the which happened.in the Year 1492. To this 
the King of + Treaty above-mentioned, came a great Ambaſlage in favour of the Duke of 
fomans Sons Auſtrich from the Emperour Frederick, who offered to be a Mediator for 
nc cn ona the Peace : The King of Roxzars (ent thither alſo, * and (o did the Palſgrave, 
with our Au-'and the $x7/ſers to pacifie this controverlie, being all of opinion that it 
<—. HEY) - Would kindle a great fire : for the King of Romans ſeemed above all mea- 
was:choſen.; ſure to be injured, having at one time her taken from him whom he ac- 
wk hyp mr counted his Wife, and his, Daughter ſent back to him which many years 
1485. Fine, had been Queen of Fraxce : but in the end the matter was quietly ſhut up, 
cis. » 4 and Peace concluded. For all parties were weary of War, eſpecially Duke 
© Philips Subjects, who had ſuſtained ſo many troubles, partly becauſe of 

Wars with this Realm, and partly through their own domeſtical diviſions 

' that they could endure no more. The Peace was concluded but for four 

.: Years, whereunto the King of Romans agreed, to the end he might repoſe 

- his Subjects, and receive again his Daughter : whom ſome that were about 

. the King and the ſaid Daughter, made difficulty to reſtore. At this Treaty 

my {&Ff was preſent with the reſt of the Kings Commiſſioners being theſe, 

Peter Duke of Boxrboz, the Prince of Orezee, the Lord of Cordes, and di- 

vers other noble Perſonages, and promiſe was there made to reſtore to the 

' ſaid Duke Ph/7p all that the King held in Artois: for ſo was it agreed when 

; this marriage was treated: of in the year 1482. that if it were not accom- 

- pliſhed, all the Lands that were given with this Lady in marriage ſhould 

return again with her, or be reſtored to Duke Phzlip. But the ſaid Arch- 

. dukes men had already ſurpriſed Arras, and Saint Omer, ſo that only Hediz, 

- Aire, and Betune, remained to be reſtored : the poſlctiion and Seigniory 
whereof were preſently delivered them, and they put Officers into them : 

bur the King held ſtill the Caſtles, and might place Garriſons in them till the 

four years were expired, which ended at the Feaſt of St. John Baptiſt, in the 

year 1498. at which time he was bound to reſtore them alſo to the ſaid 

Archduke, and ſo he promiſed and ſware to do. | 

Whether the alteration of theſe marriages agreed with the Laws of holy 

Church orno,Jet others judg:for many Doctors of Divinity ſaid yea, and many 

nay : but were they lawful or unlawful, ſure all theſeLadies were unfortunate 

in theiriſſue. Our Queen had three Sons ſucceſſively one after another in four 
| years: 
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years: one of them * lived almoſt three years and then died, and the other pom ; 
two bedead alſo. The Lady Afargaret of Auſtrich was afterward married tO ye wric. 
the Prince of Caſtile only Son to the King and Queen of Caſtile, and Heir 8. cap. 14: 
both of Caſtile and divers other Realms. The faid Prince died the firſt year 
of his marriage in the year of our Lord 1497, leaving his Wife great bellicd 
| who immediately after her Husbands. death fell jn travel before her time, F = IM 
and was delivered of a dead born child; which: misfortune the King and ce q+*at he 
Queen of Caſtile and their whole Realm lamented a long time. The King of wrire'h ar 
Romans immediately after this alteration above-mentioned, married the = " 
Daughter of Galeas Nuke of Alan, Siſter to Duke John Galeas before- 
named, the which marriage was made by the Lord Lodovic's only procure- - 
ment : bur it diſpleaſed greatly both the Princes of the Empire, and many 
alſo of the King of Romar's Friends, becauſe ſhe was not of a Houſe noble 
enough in their opinion to match with their Emperour. For as touching the 
Viſcounts of whom the Dukes of A1;/ax are deſcended, ſmall Nobility 1s 
in them, and leſs in the Sforces; for the firſt of that Houſe was Frar- 
cis Sforce Duke of Milan, whoſe Father was a Shoomaker * dwelling in a * Francis Sfor- 
little Town called Cotignoles, but a very valiant man, though not ſo vali- = by 
ant as his Son, who by means of the great favour the people of Milan bare was firſe a 
his Wife, being baſe Daughter to Duke Philip Marie, made himſelf Duke, Cookin = 
and conquered and governed the whole Country not as a Tyrant, but as a ppp ner 
good and juſt Prince: fo that in worthineſs and virtue, he was comparable Souldicr, and 


to the nobleſt Princes that lived in his days. Thus much I have written to [##!y for his 


ſhew what followed the change of theſe marriages, neither know I what pod 
may yet hereafter enſue further thereof, —_— a 
CHAP TY. 


How the King ſent to the Venetians to pratiſe with them before he enterpriſed 
his Voyage to Naples, and of the preparation that was made for the ſaid 
Fogage. EE”, | 7] 


| Wt to return to the principal niatter: you have heard of the Earl 

of Cajazze and the other Ambaſſadors departure from the King of 
Paris, and of divers praftiſes entertained in Ttaly, and how the King as 
young as he was, greatly affeCted this Voyage, notwithſtanding that as yet 

e diſcovered his meaning but to the Seneſchal and General only. Fur- 
ther, he required the Yeretians to give him aid and counſel in this Enter- , 
prife, who anſwered him that he ſhould be welcome into 7taly : but that | 
atd him they could not, becauſe they ſtood in doubt, of the Turk, (yet: 
were they in peace with him) and as touching counſel, it ſhould be too; 
ou preſumption in them to give counſel to ſo wiſe-a Prince, having : 

o grave. a Council about him ; but. they promiſed rather to help. him 
than hinder him. This they took to be a wiſe anſwer, and ſo was 

it I confels. But notwithſtanding that, they govern their affairs more 
circumſpedly than any Prince or Commonwealth in the World; yet God . 
will always have us to know, that wiſdom and forecaſt of man avail 
nought, when he is purpoſed to ſtrike the ſtroke. For he diſpoſed of 
tms Enterpriſe far otherwiſe than they imagined, for they thought not 

that the King would have come in perſon into 7taly, neither ſtood they 

In any fear of the Tyrk, notwithſtanding their forged excuſe :, for the ” "T9 
Tark then reigning was a man of no valour * : but they hoped by this "cmd 
means to be revenged of the Houle of Arragon, which ghey hated extream- the ſecon« 


bk fd 
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"Sd inLa-}y both the Father and the Son, becauſe by their perſwaſion (as they ſaid) 


. T . ; i: 
in that pare of the Txrk came to Scutary *. I mean the Father of this Turk, called Mihumet 


——_ Ottoman, who took Conſtantinople, and greatly endammaged the ſaid Ye- 
nia  — Tetians. But apart to Alphonſe Duke of Calabria they had many other quar- 


4 This is rain rels, for they —_—_— him, firſt as oaly Author of the War the Duke of Fer- 


water Pe mes: re moved againſt them, wherein they conſumed ſuch infinite treaſure, that” 


neth, 'But the , : | 
Venetians uſe It had well near undone them . (of the which War a word or two hath been 


ws ar ſpoken before.) Secondarily, that he had ſent a man purpoſely to Yexice ts 
Dogs _ / poiſon their Ciſterns, at the leaſt, as many as might be come unto, for divers 
the mainland of them be incloſed and locked. They uſe there none other water, for they are 
rome#aYy invironed with the Sea, and ſure that water is very good [|; as thy ſelf-can 
20000 witneſs: for twice I have been at Yenzce, and in my firlt Voyage drank of it 
wn 91mm eight Months together. But the chief cauſe of their hatred againift this 
ſtanding all Houſe of Arragor was none of theſe above rehearſed; but for tharthe ſaid 
This, —_ Houſe kept them from growing great as well in Ztaly as Greece, on bothithe 
Sf wacer of- Which Countries they had their eyes fixed : Notwithſtanding they hadlate- 
rentimes.  ]y conquered the Iſle of Cypras upon no title in the world *. For all theſe 
hd my confiderations the Veretiars _ it their profit, that War ſhould ariſe 
appeareth by between the King and the Houſe of Arragon: but they ſuppoſed that it 
rap wy He could riot have ended ſo ſoon as it did, and that it ſhould but weaken their 
the work, Enemies, not utterly deſtroy them : and further, that if the worſt fell;either 
the one party or the other to have their help, would give them certain 
Towns in Povi/e, lying upon their Sea-coaſt: as alſo in the end it hapned, 
but they had well near miſreckoned themſelves. Laſtly, as touching the 
calling of the King into 7:aly, they thought it could not be laid to their 
charge, ſeeing they had given him neither counſcl nor aid, as appeared by 

their anſwer to Pero: of Baſche. 
In the year 1494 the King went to Lyozs to attend to his affairs, but-no 
man thought he would paſs the Mountains. Thither came to him the above 
named Malter Galegas of Saint Severin, Brother to the Earl of Cajazzewitha 
goodly train, ſent from the Lord Lodovic, whoſe Lieutenant and principal 
ſervant he was. He brought with him a great number of brave Horſes and Ar- 
mours to run in,and ran himſelf, and that very well, for he was a young and 
a gallant'Knighe. The King entertained him very honourably, feaſted him 
ſamptuouſly, and gave him his Order. This done, he returned into 7taly. But 
the Earl of Be/eyoyexſe remained ſtill with the King to follicit the Voyage. 


At Genua they began to arm a great Navy, whither the King ſent the Lord 


of Urfe Maſter of his Horſe, with divers others. In the end he removed to 


Vienna in Danulphine,about the beginning of Auguſt in the ſame year, whither 
the Nobles of Gerna reſorted daily to him : wherefore to Gezxa he ſent 
Lewis Duke of Orleans,now King of this Realm,a young Gentleman of good- 
ly perſonage, but much given to his pleaſure, of whom in this Hiſtory ample 
mention ſhall be made. It was then thought that the ſaid Duke of 0rlears 
ſhould have led this Army by Sea to land in the Realm of Naples, by the con- 
dutt and direction of the above-named baniſhed Princes of $alerme and Biſtg- 
14n. The whole Navy was fourteen Ships of Ger, beſides a great number of 
Gallies and Galleons,and the King was/as well obeyed there in this caſe, as he 
ſhould have been at Paris: for Gerxa was under the State of X7lar,where the 
Lord Lodovic governed all, having none to gainſay him, ſave only the Du- 
cheſs his Nephews Wife, Daughter to King Alphozſe, (for about this pre- 
ſent his Father King Ferrarde died.) But the ſaid Lady prevailed little or 

nothing, both becauſe men ſaw the King ina readineſs either to paſs into 

Ttaly in perſon, or to ſend his Forces, and alſo becauſe her Husband was 

a very 
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a very ſimple man.and diſcloſed all her doings to the Lord Lodovicyhis uncle, 
who had already cauſed a metſenger to be drowned ſent by her to her father. 

This Navy did no ſervice, notwithſtanding that the charges thereof a- 
mounted to three hundred thouſand franks, for all the treaſure that the K, 


could levy vvas imployed that way,by means whereof he vvas unfurniſhed 


25 before I ſaid, both of good counſel, of mony, and of all things neceſſary 

for ſuch an enterprize:yet God of his meer grace(as manifeſtly he declared) 

gave it good ſucceſs, I mean not that the King vvas not wile of his age, but 

he vvas but two and twenty years 01d, rewly crept out of the ſhell. The two 
above-named that governed him in all his voyage,to wit, Stephen de Vers Se- 

neſchal of Beaucaire, and the General Briſſonnet, now Cardinal of St, Malo, 

yverc men of mean eſtate,and of no experience, whereby fo much the more, 

appeared the vvonderful work of God : our enemies oa the other fide, were 
accounted wiſe, of great experience 1n the vvars, rich, accompanied with 

vviſe men and goodCaptains,and in poſſef{ſion of the realm.I mean K. Alphonſe 

(lately crowned by Pope Alexander a Spaniard, born in the realm of Arra- 
gon Yvvho had the Florentines joyned vvith him,and great intelligence with 

the Turk, He had alſoa ſon beariog arms,called Dom Ferrande, a courteous 

young gentleman, of the age of two or three and twenty years , who vvas 

well beloved in the realm, and a brother alſo named Dom Frederick, vvho 
ſucceeded the ſaid Ferrarde in this our age,and was a very wiſe man,and led 

their army upon the Sea, He had been long trained upon this fide the moun- 

tains,and of him you had often aſſured me myL.of/;enra by your knowledge 

in Aſtrology,that he ſhould be King,ſo that he once promiſed me four thou- 
ſand tranks of yearly revenues in the ſaid realm , vvhen that came to paſs, 
vvhich promile yvas made twenty years before the propheſie took effect, | 

Now to proceed,the King altered his mind © through the Duke of 14lans « For he was 

earneſt ſolicitation made both by letters, by the Earl Charles of Bellezogenſe '. _— = 
his ambaſſador,and by the two above-named, Notwithſtanding the General have gone in 
in th- end began to faint, ſeeing all men of vviſdom and underſtanding to Pr ſon. 


 miſlike this voyage for many reſpects, and eſpecially becauſe the Kings for- 


ces lay abroad in camp in Azgaft, unfurniſhed of mony, and all other things 

neceſſary : but the Seneſchal alone carried the credit from them all , ſo far 

forth that theKing ſhewed a countenance of diſpleaſure to the General three 

or four daies, but he ſoon recovered his favour again. At this preſent died one 

of the Seneſchals ſervants of the plague,as men ſaid; for the which cauſe he 

durſt not repair to the Kings preſence to his great grief, for no man ſolicited 

the voyage:but on the contrary fide the Duke and Dutcheſs of Fxrbox were 

there, Jabouring all that in them lay to overthrow it , whereunto alſo the 

ſaid General encouraged them, by means whereof one day the voyage was 

daſhed, and another revived. In the end the King reſolved to go, and my 

ſelf mounted on horſeback with the formoſt, hoping to paſs the Mountains 

more commodiouſly with ſmall company : but 1 received a countermand, 

whereby I was advertiſed that all was altered again. The ſelf ſame day were 

borrowed fifty thouſand ducats of a Merchant of Milar; but the Lord Lo- 
dovic gelivered the mony upon aſſurance? made to the ſaid Merchant for the f That is after 
repayment : my ſelf ſtood bound for fix thouſand, and others for the reſt ; _—_— A 
but this mony was lent vvithout intereſt, The King had borrowed before of ny, 14 pound 
the bank of Soly at Genxa a hundred thouſand franks the intereſt whereof gs nay 
amounted-in four months to 14 thouſand franks *.Butſome ſaid that the two Joe ug oy 


above-named had part both in the principal,and alo in the intereſt. 
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1 ine to conquer the realm of 
arles departed from Vieewa in Daulphine 
27r tee? vote ar hu Navy upon the Sea did under the leading 0 


the Duke of Orleans. | 


| ted from Vienna the 23 of Auguſt , in the 
O be ſhort, the C_ hr towards 4f*.At Suze Maſter Galea 
ear 1494 and MATCINE I g - oved to 
+730 King bf S Severin came to him in poſt, _ —_— ny ara = 
e ro Aſt ; > Ducheſs o Savoys JEeWE S 5 
the 5 of Sit= Thurjn, where he Gn oo rem ſs of Montferrat,and Duke Charle: 
05 tag 94. daughter to the late _ ule enmenet frectidad done, A "Ia 
| 14%) th faoginl - bog to the Marqueſs of Jorferratr vvidow, being a 
daies after, he _ ughter to the King of Servia.The Turk had conquered 
17-44 wi Jp 77 h G— whoſe kinſwoman ſhe vvas ( having as [ 
her ——P = t on po oroteRion ) had beſtowed her in this houſe of 
ſuppoſe, ta = w_ alſo her jewels, vvhich were in like manner engaged 
Moniferrat, She : ducats. Hereby you may perceive vvhat ſucceſs this 
for twelve cthoufan on lone had not guided the enterprize, 
like to have had, if God a = : | 
T1 = ccenala ſpace *. That year all the vvines of Italy were 
6 The King The King abode at ih much miſliked, neither could they away vvith the 
abode at 4/# ſowr, vvhich our m Lurd Lodovic and his vvife vvith a 
rill rhe 6. of 'Y the Air. To Aſt Came the UI - h 
MIS fey: p iſie the King,vvbere they abode two daies : and then, the 
(= 4+ goodly + 191 Ha wha 2 Caſtle of the Dutchy of 241», a league _ Aft 
Alphonſe in _ 4 New whither the Kings Councel repaired daily to ates 3 4 
boric ©"  >9124ankih my by broad 1a the Country,the one in Romazr © towards errard, 
men in Abruz: had two armies _ his Son, accompanied with the Lord Virgil Urſin, the 
to have ynder the leading - — 1} John James of Trevoul, vvho is now become 
fougit ith Earl of Petilthane, and the Ord ; d 4 Anbienyd a vation: and vvife 
Hibigny, but inſt theſe the King ſent the Lor gny | 
inan afſembly French, Again hundred men of arms French,and five hundred men of arms 
—-y ny Knighe,with mn bi "Kio $ ſervice,under the leading of the Earl] of C#742N6 
Pope at i= Jta/zans, being inthe og a lieutenant, 
; * roo Zo ſo often before = 049A «Cehole forces, vvhich if it had happen- 
ny and feared greatly t 4 CC ————— _———_ ob canker 
- nx"2 en m_—_— go g—_ intel ve vvas great in the Dutchy of Mzlaz. 
os | upon his neck whole intellig he leading of Dom Frederick K. 
bur give the her Army was upon the Sea,under the leading - k 
RR dy Ida Orc F dlay at Lrgorne and at Piſe; for the Florentines tO0 
of©y © _ Alphonſes brother , an oo on, and furviſhed them of certain Gallies 
4 This avbiery PArt as Yet with the - P 1D _ Frederick vvas Brete de Fliſco, and certain o- 
=_ 5g Moreover, yvith - Wy q 1; ence he hoped to cauſe Gemma to revolt *, And 
Som © [ther Genuois,by w 8 e . - Z their pucpate on tanita cer to Gr 
of himtke ſure they had _ - "0g uſand of their faQtion, by means vvhereof they 
Scots ivy i hag _ w/6 4: kr their enterprizezif they had not _ _ ſpec- 
father lineal- Na unaou te y : e da Lewis D.o Orleans arti- 
7 => = TT _ -— mag Cs x a mn one great gal- 
ad mugs Fee ved their with 0 PW cr was one Maſter Albert Mely. and it 
into the fatti- Jiaſs being mine , the RE a al of the Army, and many goodly pte- 
Clled begs carried the ſaid _— wet F _ and approached ſo near the ſhore,that 
= = ces of Artillery:for it was very OE _— who before had never ſcen 
ces Fou2%z/') the very artillery almoft diſcomfited the enemies, 


; tion, 
Le : : new to the taliar na 
a pak gag Ike:four artillery was at that time ſtrange and The 


and Spinlis 


is 
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The Souldiers landed alſo that yyere in the other ſbips: and from Genus 
where the Kings whole army lay, came a band of Swiſſers by Land led by 
the Bailifl of Digeor, who had joyned with him certain of the Duke of 243- 
lan forces (under the leading of Maſter Fohs Lewis de Fliſco brother to the 
foreramed Breto,and of MaſterFohnAdorne the which(ootwithſtavdiog that 
they were not at the ſkirmiſh)ſhewed —_— valtant Souldiers in Tefen- 
ding a ſtraight agaioſt the enemies, To be ſhort, becauſe men came to hand- 
ſtrokes with the enemies, they vvere diſcomfited and put to flight, and a 
bundred orfix {core ſ]aio,and eight or ten taken priſoners: among the which 
vas one Forrgouſin ſon tothe Cardinal of Genua. Thoſe priſoners that were 
diſmiſſed were all ſtripped to their ſhirts by the Duke ot Ailans bands,and 
other harm had they none, for ſuch is the law of Arms in tay. I ſaw all the 
letters that were ſent both to the King and to the Duke of 24lan making re- 
port of this iKirmiſh, Thus wasthe enemies Navy repulſed, which afterward 
approached no more ſo near. At our mens return, the Genuors thought to 
have raiſcd atumult and flew certain 4/z2aimes in the Town, certain alſo of 
them were ſain, but the matter was ſoon pacified. | | 

I muſt hear ſpeak aword or two of the Florentines, who had ſent twice to 
the King before his departure out of Fraxce meaning only to diſſemble wich | 
him, with their firſt Ambaſſadors(beiog the Biſhop of Areſe 8,and ove name | Kang - a 
Peter Sondurin ) the King commanded me,the Seneſcha), and the General to which is 2 
negotiate, Our Cemands were only theſe ; Firſt, to give the King paſſage Town => 
through their Country : and ſecondarily, to ſerve him with a hundred men Yn Fe 
of arms, paying them afcer the 7talian entertainment , which was but ten ruſe, bur 
thouſand ducats the year þ, Theſe Ambaſſadors depended wholly upon Peter Hm 
of Xedicis a young man of ſmall wiſdom, ſon to Lawrence of Medicis who is 5 lictle 
was dead, and had been one of the wiſeſt men in his time, and had go- FRROIOE 
verned the City almeſt as Prince, as did alfo at this preſent his ſoo: and as 6 Thar gas 
two deſcerts of their houſe had already ſucceſſively done,namely Lawrence 3fter the rate 
the father of this Peter, and Come of Medicis the firſt root and founder of a — 
this houſe, a man worthy among the worthieſt. And ſure of their trade (be- for every man 
ing Merchandize) I think it hath been the greateſt Houſe that ever was in og dag 
the vvorld : for their ſervants and faftors have had great credit under men of arms 
their name that it is wonderful. My ſelf hath ſeen the proof thereof both in coor any their 
Flanders and England, For 1 koew one called Gerrard LQuanneſe by whoſe French, = 
only help (ia a manner K. Edward the fourth kept the Crown on his head therefore 
when civil Wars were 1a the realm of Exg/and: for he lent him at times niore — 1 4 
then ſix{core thouſand Crowns,little for his Maſters profit, notwithſtanding half. 
he recovered his principal in the end. Another alſo I koew named Thomas 
Portunay, who was pledge at one time between the ſaid K. Edward and D. 
Charles of Burgundy for fifcy thouſand Crowns, and at an other time in ano- 
ther place for tourſcore thouſand. I commend not the wiſdom of Merchants 
1n this dotog, but I commend Princes that uſe Merchants well and keep day 
with ther, forthey koow not when they ſhall necd their help, and fome- 
time a little mony doth great ſervice, a | | 

It ſeemeth that this Houſe of 2zedicis fell to ruine as mighty houſes do in 


| Realms and Empires, for the great authority of this Peter of Medici: prede- 


ceſſors did him harm: notwithſtanding the government of Goſme the firſt of 
that houſe was mild and gentle,ſuch as was agreeable with a free State. But £1b.6.cop.8. 
Laurence this Peters father (whom we now preſently write of Jbecauſe of the 
great varience before-mentioned in this hiſtory, _u was between him _ 
| S 3 theta 
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| tht bf P5ſa, ard others (divers of the vvhich at that time were hanged 3) 
thok a gyard of 20 men for the defence of his perſon by the commande. 
ment and feave of the Seniory, whocommanded nothing , bur at his plea« 
ſire : notwithſtanding he behaved himſelf in this great authority very dif. 
creetly and ſoberly, for as (before I faid) he was one of the wiſcſt men in his 
ripe; | Bur this Peter who ſucceeded his father (ſuppoſing the like authority 
rd be due ro him of right) became terrible by means of this guard,and uſed 
—— in the night, beating men as they went in the ſtreets, and a+ 
ufiog their Common-treaſure , ſo had his father done alſo, bur ſo wilely, 
hat they beld themſclves in manner contented therewith, Yu 
”? In the ſecbnd ambaſlage the ſaid Peter ſent to Lzozs, one called Peter Ca- 
pon with divers others,by whom he excuſed himſelf, as before he had done, 
for not accompliſhing the Kings requelts, ſaying that King Lewis theEleventh 
had commanded the town of Florence, to enter into league with King Fer- 
#anidein the time of Duke John of Avjon, and to depart from their league 
vvith the ſaid Duke : vvherefore ſeeing by the Kings commandement they 
were.cotred into. this league, vyhich endured yet certain years 3 they could 
not 2bandon nor forſake the houſe of Arragor. But if the Kiog hapned to 
come into their Country, they promiſed to do him great ſervices, vyhich 
. . ..»:.- Offer they made becauſe they thought (as the Yezetzams did) that the King 
b Th'y g9ve. yyould not come into Zraly. In both theſe ambaſſages there was ſome one 
this coun!e?, enerny to the ſaid de Medicir, eſpecially in the latter this Capo, vvho often 
Florentines © advertiſed us by vvhat means the city of Florence might be brought ro rebel 
ny agaivſt the ſaid Peter, and delivered alſo his meſlage in far worie terms than 
in Frarce,- - indeed it yyas ſent; and further,gave adviſe to batiſh all the Florentzres out 
ou. of France,arid ſo were they Þ. Thus much have I writtengto the end y:.u may 
the bettet utiderſtand that which afterward enſued : for the King became 


Peter of Me-? 
dicis; for whiz mortal enemy to the ſaid Peter, and the Seneſchal and general had: great jn- 


a” 
L 


— wroer} — -» telligence with his enemies in the City, eſpecially with this Capoz , yea and 
_ he with two alfo of the ſaid Peters coſin-germans being both of his own name. 
Wee ls at-j -- | 

nt Sk CHAP. VI. 


thereof, How the Kinp remaining yet in Aſt, reſolved to paſs forth towards Naples at 
the earneſt ſait of, Lodovic Sforce. Hew Philip de Commines was jext an 
* , Baſſadorto Vemee : of the Duke of Milans death; after whoſe deceaſe the ſaid 
' Lodovie ſeized upon the Dutchy, to the prejudice of a ſon the [aid Duke left 
'_ behindhim. © 


Have told you already what happened upon the Sea at Rapalo. Dom 
Frederich retired'to Piſa and Ligorne, leaving his Footmen behind him 

A whom he had landed. The Florextines waxed marvellous weary of him ; 
for they be atid ever have been betteraffe&ted to the houſe of France, than 
to that of 4rrazon, Our army that vyas in Romany ( notwithſtandiog that it 
were the vveaker)furthered greatly our affairs; for it made Dom Ferrande 
Duke of Calabria by little and little to retire: vvhich vyhen the King 
perceived, he reſolved to paſs forward , being earneſtly ſollicited there- 
unto by the' Lord Lodovic and the others above-named, The faid Ls- 
dovic at. his firſt. meeting vvith the King ſpake thus unto him : Sir, fear 
not this Enterprize, thefe are in 7taly but three mighty Eſtates, one of 
the yvliich taketh part \vvith you vyhich is M7/an; another moveth not, 


to wit, the Feretians,fo that you have only to do vvith the force of Naples. 
| Bur 
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But divers of your anceſtors have overthrown us all three being joyned to- 
ether. Sir, if you will credic me,[ will help to make you greater than ever 
was Charlemain 2 for we will eaſily chaſe the Turk out of the Empire of 
Conſtaotipople,having ſubdued the realm of Naples. And ſure he faid true 
of the Turk that naw reigneths, if all things had ws well ordered on our « He meareth 
fide. Then the King began to govern all his affairs by the order and direRi- P*cante be - 
on of the (aid Lodovjc, wherewith certain of our men, I mean fome of the n» ng vs 
Kings Chamber, and ſuch like , were not a little diſcontented, which was before is ſaid. 
great folly ; for without him we could donothiog : and this that they did, 
was only to flatter the Duke of Orleans, who pretended title to the Dutchy 
of Milan 5. But the General eſpecially was highly offended therewith; for 5 Wharright 
pow he thought himſelf a great man, and ſome breach was happened be- on _ - 
tween the Seneſchal and him: for the which cauſe the L,Lodovic moved both jc the pede- 
the King and the faid Seneſchal that the General might be ſent homeg,which _ = = 
his words cauſed the ſaid General openly to babble againſt him, and to ſay Book will 
that he would deceive the whole company : but filence would better have declare. 
becammed him. Notwithſtanding as touchiog him,never wiſe man made ac- 
count of him jn matter of eſtate, both becauſe he underſtood not what it 
meant,and alſo becauſe he was light of talk : but ſure he was well affefted to 
his Maſter. They concluded in the end to ſend abroad divers Ambaſſadors, 
and my felf amongſt the reſt was appointed to go ta Venice,but my diſpatch 
was delaied awhile,becauſe the King was fick of the ſmall pocks,and io dan- 
gerof death: for an ague was joyned with his diſeaſe , bur ie endured not 
paſt ſix pr ſeven dates. Then I departed leaving the King in 4ſt, and verily 
believing that he would paſs no further : In ix daies I went ro Yerice with 
my Mules and carriage; for the way was marvellous fair. But I departed 
from the faid town of 4ſ# in great fear,doubting the Kings return home:not- 
withſtanding God had otherwiſe diſpoſed of this eoterprize, for he went 
ſtraight to Pavzz,and paſſed through Caſall, where the Marchioneſs of Aont- 
ferrat lay,which was a good Lady, and great friend to us, but deadly enemy 
co the Lord Lodovic,and he alſo to her, When the K.arrived at Pavis, ſome 
ſmall jealouſie began toarile ; for they would have lodged him io the town 
and not ia the caſtle,but he would not lodge but in the caſtle,and fo he did. 
Thoſe that were near about him have tald me, that he was there in ſome 
danger. Wherefore the ſelf ſame night the watch was reinforced, whereat 
the Lord Lodovic marvelled greatly, fo far forth that he communed thereof 
with the King, demanding if he had conceived any ſuſpicion of him. To be 
ſhort, their behaviour was ſuch on both ſides, that their amity could not long 
endure : but we babbled much more than they, not the Kiog himſelf, but 
certain of his neareſt kinſmen <.In this Caſtle of Pavie was John Galeas Duke «© He meaneth 
of Milan, and his wife daughter to King Alphozſe in very piuous eſtate: for her yy Earl of 
huſband beiog ſick, was held in this Caſtle as under guard, and her ſon who Xing og 
is yet liviog with a daughter or two. The child was then about five years vho were 
old,and him every man might ſee, but no man might ſee the Duke: for my _ _ 
{elf paſſed that way three daies before the King, and could by no means be 
ſuffered to come to him. Every body ſaid he was extream ſick : notwith- 4 King Cortes 
ſtanding the K.ſpake with hinyfor he was his coſin-german®,and-he hath cold 35, Toiher 
me that their communication was only in general texms, becauſe he would and thisDukes 
in no wiſe offend the Lord Lodovic ; notwithſtandiog that he were very de- ——, 
firous to have advertiſed his ſaid coſin of divers matters. At the fame time _ ae 
the Dutcheſs fell upon her knees before the ſaid Lodovic,defiring him to have —- of 
7 3 pity V9), 
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pity upon her father and brother. He anſwerd that it could not be, But to 
ſay the truth,ſhe might better have entreated for her husband and her (elf, 
being at that time a goodly young Lady. is 
| From thence the King removed to Plaiſance,where the ſaid Lodovic recei- 
ved letters thar his cephew the Duke of Milan lay at the point of death, 
wherefore he took hi; leave of the King to go to him. The Kiog deſired him 
ro return,and fo he promiſed to do. Betore he came to Pavie the Duke died, 
whereupon he rid incontinent, as it were in poſt to JGlan. All theſe news 1 
underſtood by a letter that the YVezetian ambaſſador reſident with the ſaid 
Lodovic ſent to Venice, wherein alſo he advertiſed the Seniory that he meant 
tO make himſelf Duke, which both the Duke of Yemice and the Seniory ut- 
terly mifliked, fo far forth that they asked me whether the King would not 
defend the child; which though reaſcn required that he ſhould , yet I made 
the matter doubttul,.conſidering how neceſſary an inſtrument the faid Lord 
Lodovic was at that time for the Kings affairs, 
To be ſhort, he made himſelf to be reccived at X4lan as Duke,which was 
the onely end (as {ome ſaid) why he had cauſed us to pats the Mountains, 
Many allo charged him with his nephews death, whole kiostoiks and triends 
in Italy were 1a armsto have taken the government from him, wh:ch they 
would eafily have done, had not the K:ogs coming ſtopped them, For they 
were already in Romain {as you have heard,) but the Ear] of Cazagze aud 
the Lord of Aubigny made them to retire, For the ſaid Lord of Aubrgny had 
with him a cempany of an kundred and fifty or two hundred men of arms 
French, and a good band of Swiſſers, Dom. Ferrande and his forces retired to- 
- wards their friends, diſlodging ever half a dates journey before our men, 
eIt was cor- and marched towards Fxrl;*, which bclonuged to a Lady beii'g a baſtard of 
pogaiyle the 1G/an,and widow of the Earl Hieronimo,nephew roPopeSrxtnt.This Lady 
4 wagon of favoured them as the report went,notwithſtanding after our men had taken 
which the 01d by aſſault a little town of hers, being firſt beaten half a day with the canon : 
mon" ſhe revolted to us, being indeed well :ft. Red to us before, Further, the peo- 
f 04 .vien fon ple of Ztaly began ia all places to rake heart and to delire change and altera- 
to Hieronime tjon ; for they ſaw that which before they had never ſeen, I mean the feat of 
of Riare, was : . . W af 
Lord of Far artillery, which they were unacquainted with, and which In France was ne- 
and jmeles ver more practiſed than at that time, The ſaid Dcm. Ferrande approached 
eradrprh oþ ſtill nearer and nearer to his realm , and went to Seſerme, a fair City of the 
Church, buthe Popes in the Marque of Anconnez but the people ſpoiled his carriage and 
by —_— ſtuff vvherſoever they took his men at advantage, And throuph ail 2aly 
nemof x4 they would have rebelled, if the vvars had been ordered on our fide with- 
—_— Sf-rze out ipoil : but all was done clean cantrary, to my great grief,bec.uſe of the 
all pogmency honuur and renown the French nation might have obtained by this voyage. 
oped, For at our firſt arrival the people honoured us as ſaints, ſuppoſing all faith 
Geer.  andvertve tobe in us: but their opinion endured not long, partly becauſe 
of the diforder and ſpoil our men uſed ; and partly becaule of the f].nde- 
rous reports our enemies made of us io all places,charging us that vve forced 
vvomen,and robbed and carried away mony, and whatſoever we could lay 
hand on, cf heinouſer crimes they could not have accuſcd us io 7taly, for no 
nation is ſo jealous and covetous as the Italian, As touching women they 


belied us, but the reſt was not altogether untrue. 
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CHAP. VI TN 
How Peter of Medices yielded four of the Florentines ſtrongeſt places to the 
King ,ana bow the King reſtored Pila being one of them to their ancient liberty. 


a ſolemn funeral to be made for his Coſin-german the Duke of lan 5 


G HE King(as before you have heard) was at P/aiſance,where he cauſed 
for other thing wiſt he not what todo, the new Duke of Milan being 


departed from him. Theythat beſt underſtood the courſe of theſe affairs, have 


told me that the vyhole company deſired to return home, as well for thar 
they were unprovided of all things neceſſary , as alſo becauſe of divers 
doubts that were ariſeo: for certain that at the firſt ſeemed to have great 
good liking of this voyage, began now utterly to diſallow thereof, namely 
the Lord of Urfe Maſter of the Horſe, who was not with the King,bur lay fick 
at Genua ; vyhence he wrote him a letter,giving him therein ro underſtand 
of divers doubts and jealouſtes whereof he was advertiſed, But (as before I 
have ſaid in divers places)God manifeſtly declared that he himſe]}f governed 
this enterprize. For ſuddenly inthe neck of this letter, news came to the 
King that the Duke of 24lan would ſhortly returo,and that the Florentines 


began to favour us in hatred of Peter de Medicesr, who governed them as if. 


he had been their Prince, to the great diſcontentation both of many of his 
own near kinſmeo,and of divers alſo of the beſt Citiz:zns,namely the Caporiz, 
the Sonderini *, the Nerly,and in manner the vvhole City. Wherefore the K. 
departed from Plaiſunce, ard marched towards the Florentines Territories, 


a [t was Fo. 
dorm1 in the 


French, bur 


corruptlys 
6 He meaneth 


meaning ei.her to cauſe them to declare themſelves for him, or to take their thar the Duke 
Towns being unfortified,and lodge hi- men in them all the winter, vyhich 2f in 


vvas already begun. Diyers ſmall places yielded unto him}, fo did alſo the 


found delaies 
ro cauſe the 


city of Lnques enemy tothe Florentines, ſhewing him all pleaſure and ſer- King to ſtay 


vice that in them lay. Now yeu ſh4]ll underſtand that the Duke of 24lan had 
two purpoſes in his head ; fiiſt he ſought by all means poſſible ro ſtay the 
King from paſſing further that ſummer 5. Secondarily, he hoped to vbtzia 


all rhe winter 


in the Floren» 


tines terrirg- 
rories, hoping 


thar their 


of him Piſa (a great and a fair City) together with Serzane, and PetreſaniFe, rywns wouta 
vvhich two places had been ſubjed to the Gerovozs not long before, and yield vnto 


vyere vvon from them by the Florentizes in TL aureace de Medices time. 


him(as indeed 
they did)and 


The King paſſed through Pontreme one of the Duke of Ailans Towns tht then he 


and vvent to beſfiege Serzane the ſtrongeſt and beſt caſtle the Florentines 
had,but unfurniſhed becauſe of heir great diviſion, To ſay the truth,the Flo. 


mizht obrain 
of the King 


ſuch as he 


rentines never bear arms vvilliogly agaloſt the Houſe of France - for they Would. 


have ever faithfully ſerved it,and taken part vvith it, both becauſe of their 
great treffick in France, aud allo becauſe they have ever been of the Guelphs 
faction ©. If this place had been vvel] furaiſhed, the King mult of nect flity 
have broken his army : for the Country is very barren and full of Hiils, 
and Victuals there vvere none to be gotten ; beſides that the Snow lay 
marvellous deep upon the ground, Afﬀterthe Kings liege had lien before it 
three daies, the Duke of 1lan came thither , no compoſition being yet 
made between the Florentives and the King 430d paſſed through Pontreme. 
vvhere the Townſmen and the Souldiers of the garriſon fell at ſuch va- 
riance vvith our Almains (led by one Byſer) that certain of the ſaid A!mains 
vvere ſlain; of the vvhich braw] ſprang a great inconvenience, as here- 
after you ſhall hear. For although I vvere not my ſelf preſent at theſe aQti- 
ons:yet underſtood | of them both by the King,the Duke,and divers — 

| he 


c The factions 
of the Guelphs 


and G:ibellines 
began 1n Italy 
uncer the 
Emperovur 
Frederick the 
{econd. Anno 
1240.The Gi- 
b-llines held 
for the Eme 
perour; rhe 
Guelphs tor 
the Pope. 

d This com- 
poſiricn he 
ſpeaketh of 
afterward in 


this Chapter, 
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The Florentines began now to praCtice, and appointed fifteen or ſixteen to 
go to the King,ſaying that they wou}d no longer continue 1n this great dan- 
ger,nor ſuſtaio the diſpleaſure of the King and the Duke of Milan, who had 
continually an ambaſJador reſident at Floregce.. And Peter of Medices con- 
ſented to the ſending of this ambaflage 3 for to ſay the truth, he could nor 
remedy it, conſidering upon what terms they ſtood : for if they had done 
otherwiſe, they had been undone, being uoprovided of all things, . and ut- 
terly unacquainted with the wars. When theſe ambaſſadors came to the K, 
preſence, they offered to receive him ioto Florence and their other places 
neither cared the greater part of them how the world went , ſo that wg 
would come to Florence to chaſe ny Peter of Medices; which matter they 
earneſt]y preſſed , becauſe they had good intelligence with the above- 
pamed that governed the Kiogs affairs. 

On the other fide Peter of Medices practiſed by a ſervant of his own named 
Lexrence Spinelly,who was his faQtor at Lyons,and an honeſt man in his voca-« 
tion,and had lived lopg in France: but of the ſtate of our Court he could 
uoderſtand nothing, no hardly they that had been Courtiers all cheir lives, 
becauſe of the often chaoges and alterations, This Spinelly negotiated with 
thoſe that heretofore had born all the ſway, namely the Lord of Breſs atter- 
ward Duke of Savoy, and the Lord of Adiolans Chamberlain to the King, 
Soon after the above-named ambaſladors were returned to Florence, Peter of 
Medices accompanied with certain of the city, came himſelf to the King to 
make anſwer to qur requeſts ; for they within the city ſaw utter deſtrution 
before their eyes, dye. they yielded to all the Kings demands;whole favour 
they hoped to obtain, by offering him ſome greater ſervice than any of the 
other towns that had already received him, At his arrival Monſieur de Pier- 
nes a Flemming born,and Chamberlain to the King, and the general Briſſonct 
were ſent to treat with him , who required him to yield unto the King the 
caſtel of Serzane,which preſently he did. They required him further to lend 
the Kiog Piſa,Ligorne,PetreſanGe,and LibrefaFo : whereunto alſo he agreed 
incontinent, never communicating the matter with his collegues, who ſup- 
poſed that the King ſhould onely have lodged in P;/a,aod hes other places 
to refreſh himſelf, but not have held them ſtill : well, by this means they 
yielded their whole eſtate and force into our hand, Thoſe that negotiated 
with the ſaid Peter have told both me and others fince,ſcoffing and jeſting at 
him, that they wondred to ſee him fo lightly condeſcend to fo weighty a 
watter, granting more than they looked for. To conclude, the King entred 
into P;ſa,and the above-named ambaſiadors retyrned to Florence, where the 
ſaid Peter cauſed the Kiogs lodging to be made in his own houſe, which was 
the goodlieſt of a citizens or merchants houſe that ever I ſaw, and better 
furniſhed than any mans houſe in the world of his eſtate. 

I muſt here ſpeak a word or two of the. Duke of 24/2», who now wiſhed 
the Kiog with all his heart out of 7aly,notwithſtandiog that both already he 
had made his profit by him,and ſought alſo ſtill ſo to do: for he was in hope 
to obtain of himgthe places yielded by the Florentines,and preſſed him ear- 
neftly for Serzane,and Petreſanite,which he ſaid appertained to the Germorse 
he lent bim alſo at that preſent 30 thouſand ducats, and he hath ſince told 
both me and others,that theſe places were promiſed him. But when he ſaw 
that he could not obtain them, he departed 1n great diſpleaſure from the K, 
pretendipg that earneſt buſineſs called him home, which was the laſt time 


the Kiog ſaw him : notwithſtandiog), he left Maſter Ga/eas of St, «es by 
in 
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hind him,whom he joyned in commiſſion 10 all matters with the Farl Charles 
of Belſeinyenſe. Thetzid Miſter Galeas while the King lay in Piſa, ſent (by his 
M-{ters advice) for the chief citizens of the town to his Jodgiog, where he 
perſwaded them to rebel againſt the Floremtines , and to defire the King to 
reſtore them to their ar cient liberty, truſting by this means that Pi/# would 
fall into the Duke of A7:/an*s claws, under whole obedience it had been * 10 
the time of John Galeas the fitſt Duke of Milan of that name (a great and 
wicked tyrant though very honorable) whoſe body lieth buried in the 
Chyrter-houſe of Pavia by the Park f,ſo high above the high altar, that men 


e It was fla 
to this Fohn 
Galeas,and je 
fold it over 
to the Flq- 
rentines. 


g0-up toit by a ladder: certain of the Monks ſhewed me it, at the leaſt his + This Park 


bones, which ſinelt as natural asthey ſhould, Further,one of the ſaid Monks 
which was born'at Bourves,called him Saiargas he talked with mezand 1 asked 
him lir his ear why he called him Saint, confidering he might behold painted 
round about him the arms of manyCities which he had wrongfully uſurped?, 
and ſeeing the image of him and his horſe being of fine Marble ſtood higher 
ther the altary and yet his body lay under his horſe feet. He anſwered me 
fofcly,$ir,in thisCountry we call allthoſe Saints that have done us any good, 
and he built this goodiy Charterhouſe-Church, vvhich ia very deed is the 
faiteſt that ever 1 ſaw, for it is'all of fine Marble. But to proceed, the ſaid 
Miſter Gu/eas ſoright to make himſelf great; and fo I think did the Duke of 
Milan alſe, becauſe he had m3rried his baſe daughter :' for he manifeſtly de- 
clared thzt he vvould advance him, as kis own Son, becauſe at that time his 
own Children vvere all very young. The ſaid Pi/ars vvere I confeſs cruelly 
handled by the Florentines, for they uſed them like ſlaves. They had ſub- 
dued them about a hundred years before,” even in the ſelf ſame year that 
the Yemetians conquered Padna, which vvas the firſt vitory that they ob- 
taited upon the firm land. And the fortune of theſe two Cities was almoſt 
alike, for they had been ancient enemies to thoſe whom now they ferved, 
many years before they were conquered, and almoſt of cqual force vvith 
them, Theſe Piſans conſulted together about this motion,and ſeeing them- 
ſelves counſelled by ſo great a perſonage,and being alſo of themſelves de- 
firous of liberty: a great number of them both men and women came cry- 
iog tothe King as he went to Maſs, Liberty,Liberty, defiring him with weep- 
ivg eyes to grant it them, Oae of the Maſters of the requeſts (who was a 
counſellor of the Parliament in Dan{phine named Robot) going before the 
Kiog, or executing his office ſaid unto him, were it becaule he had'promi- 
ſed the Piſans ſoto do : or (becauſe he underſtood not vyhat they deman- 
ded) that it vvasa lamentable caſe,and that of right he ought to gram them 
their Petition, adding that never men wete ſo cruelly handled. The King 
not underſtanding well what this word meant, but bewailing in his mind 
the miſcrable eſtate of the yaliar nation, and the cruelty that both Princes 
and Commonalties uſe towards their Subjets (notwithſtandiog that ib rea- 
ſon he could not grant them their liberty,ſeeiong the Town was none of his, 
but lent him upon friendſhip at his great need:) anſwered, that he was con- 
tented to grant their requeſt,and ſo the Counſellor above-named declared 
unto them : vvhereupon the people incontin:nt began to proclaim holiday 
Inroken of joy, and wetht to their Bridge which is a very goodly one built 
over the River of Arne, and threw down to the ground,and- afterward into 
the river a great Lion ſtanding upon a ſtrong pillar of Marble called Major, 
repreſenting the Sentory of Florence -: upon the which pillar they cauſed to 
be erected the image of a King of France holding a naked ſword io his _ 
an 
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and treading the Major or Lion under his horſe feet. But after when the KR, 
of Romans entred the town,they did with the Kings image as pow vvith the 
Lioo : for ſuch is the nature of the /ta/zam nation, to turn ever vvith the 
ſtrovgeſt. Notwithſtandiog theſe P3/ars were then and yet are fo cruelly 
handled that they are to be holden for excuſed, 
How tbe King departed from Piſa to Florence, and of the flight and ruine of 
Peter de Medices. 
Frer the Kiog had repoſed himſelf a few daies at Piſa, he departed to 
A Florence, where they had declared unto him the great wrong he had 
done their eſtate, by reſtoring the P:ſans to liberty contrary to his 
promiſe. Thoſe that were appointed ro make anſwer hereunto excuſed the 
fac: ſaying, that the King had not well underſtood vvith vvhat conditions 
| Piſa vvas delivered unto him,oeither underſtood he another treaty he made 
« Thisis 750 with the Florentines ©: whereof you ſhall hear,after I bave ſpoken ſomewhat 
becavſethe Of Peter de Medicis ruine, and ſhewed how the King entred jnto Florence , 
King brake leaviog a garriſon in Piſa, and the other places lent him. The ſaid Peter after 
6mm 1h he had yielded to the King the places above-mentioned with the conſent of 
menticned- in Certain of the Town returned to the City, ſuppoſing that the King would 
rhe very next nor hold them (till, but reſtore them at his departure from Pſa, where he 
wittſtendiog would bur repoſe himſelf three or four dates. Yet am I of opinion, that ific 
thar he .n- had pleaſed him to vvinter there, they vvould willingly have agreed there- 
— unto, notwithſtanding that Piſa be of greater importance.to them than Flp- 
b It food rence itſelf, ſave that their perſons and goods be refident io Florence 5, At the 
= 9 pe ſaid Peters return to Florence,every man frowned upon him,and not without 
it was ſtrong, Cauſe : for he had diſpoſleſſed them of their whole force,and ofall that they 
ar the key had conquered in a hondred years, ſo that their minds ſeemed already to 
try,and ang. foretel them the evils that afterward fell upon them, Wherefore partly for 
eth near the this cauſe(which 1 ſuppoſe to be the principal,;though they never uttered it) 
_ j<rycom- partly for the great hatred before rehearſed, which they bear him,and part- 
for their, Iy alſo to recover their liberty, whereof they thought themſelves bereaved 
traffick. by him : they determined to baniſh him the town, forgetting all the benefits 
of Coſmms and Lanrence de Medicis his anceſtors. The faid Peter having no 
certain intelligence of this their determination, yet doubting it, went to the 
place with his ordinary guard to advertiſe them of the Kings coming, vvho 
vvas about three miles from the Town : but vvhen he came to the Palace 
ate and knocked , one of the houſe of Nerly (being the father and many 
ions whom my ſelf knew well, all of great vvealth) refuſed to let him in, 
ſaying, that if he vvould enter alone be ſhould, otherwiſe not; and he that 
made him this refuſal was armed, The ſaid Peter returned iocontinent to his 
houſe, and armed both himſelf and his ſervants, determining to make reſi- 
ſtance againſt his enemies in the town, Whereof he alſo advertiſed one Pant 
Urſin, who vvas in pay vvith the Florentines ( for the ſaid Peter was by his 
mother of the houſe of Urſins, and both his father and he had ever given 
entertainment to certain of them) but immediately after they heard the 
people cry, Liberty, Liberty,and ſaw them come towards his houſe in Arms. 
vyhereupon(following good advice) by the help of Paul Urſin he departed 
the Town, vvhich vvas a miſerable departure to him : for io power and 
vvealth both he and his anceſtors', ſince the time of Coſwus de Medicis the 
firſt of that houſe,had been io manner equal with great Princes:aod this day 


fortune began to frown upon him, ſo that he loſt both honor and riches. Ac 
this 
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this preſent my felt was at Yerice , and by the Ambaſſador of Florence there 
reſident, underſtood of all theſe news,vvhich greatly difpleaſed me ; for I 

had loved his father vveil. It the ſaid Peter had fuilowed mine advice, all 

this had nzver hapned : for immediately atter my artivsl at Venice I vvrote 

unto him,offeriog to make his peace with the King; for 1had commiſſion by 
mouth both from the Seneſchal of Beawcaire ard .he General foto do: and 
am vvell aſſured the K, wou'd have held him{clf contented vvith paſſage 
through their Country,at the moſt vvith Ligorne,aud (that being obtained) 
have 5greed to all the {31d Peters demands. But he by the perſwaſion of the 
above-named Peter Gapon,anſwered me in manner with ſcofts. The ſaid Am- 
baſſador the next day delivered a letter to the Senate of Verice,the contents 
vyhereof vvcre,that the ſaid Peter was baniſhed the town, becauſe he ſought 
to make himſ-If Lord thereof by aid of the houſe of Arragon and the Urſins, 
' and divers other matters they charged him with,that vvere untrue.But ſuch 

be the chances and changes of this world,that he that is in adverſity, hath not 

only his enemies to purſue himbut his friends alſo became his foes,as appea- 

red by this Ambaſſador named Paul Anthony SonderinCone of the wiſeſt men 
in Zaly)vvho but the day before talked with me of this Peter, as if he had 

been his ſoveraign Lord, yet now declared himſelt his enemy. True it is that 
it was by the Seniories commandement 3 for cf himſelf particularly he made 
no declaration, The next day I was advertiſed that the ſaid Peter came to 
Venice, and that the Kiog in great triumph was entred jnto Florexce. More- 
over, the Senate of Florence commanded their ambaſſador to take his leave 
of the Seniory of Yenice,and return home with all ſpeed, The letter himſelf 
ſhewed me, and then departed. Two daies after his departure arrived Peter 
de Medicis in his doublet and his hoſe,or in one of his ſervants Cloaks. The 
Venttians (tood in great doubt to receive him; ſo much feared they the K, 
diſpleaſure. And notwithſtanding that they could not of their honor refuſe 
him,yet made they him ſtay two daies without the Town, being very deſi- 
rous to underſtand of me,how the King would take it, if they received hit. 
I for my part deſired to do him good, and the Kivg had written nothing to 
me againſt him: vvherefore I anſwered them,that I thought he was fled for 
fear of the people,not of the King. Whereupon he entred the town,and the 

next day atter he had been with the Sentorie,I went to viſit him. They lodg- 

ed him well.and permitted both himſelf and 15 or 20 of his Servants that ac- 
companied him,to wear their vveapons !nthe town ©, And notwithſtanding «© For through 
that Coſmas above-mentioned had hindered them in times paſt from taking = ar wpaqa 
of Milan, yer uſed they him very well, and reverenced him for the honor of ,q,n may wear 
his houſe, which had been of fo great eſtimation and renown through all bis weapon 
Chriſtendom. When I ſaw him methought he ſeemed a man of no great ſtuff, hag 
he diſcourſed to me at large of all his misfortunes, and I, as well as I could, 
comforted him. Among other things, he told me that he had loſt all,and that 

above all his other miſhaps this moſt grieved him,that a factor of his in the 

town had refuſed to give him credit for cloth but to the value of 100 ducats 

to apparel his brother and himſelf, which was a ſtravge thing, conſidering 

his eſtate and authority : for by the ſpace of threeſcore years the eſtimation 

of his houſe had been ſo great, that greater it could not be. Soon after, by 

means of the Lord of Bre/s afterward Duke of Savoy,the ſaid Peter received 

good news; for the K.wrote unto him, willing him to repair to his preſence, 
Notwithſtanding the K.was firſt departed from Florence , as now you ſhall 


hear, but ſomewhat I was forced by the way to ſpeak of this Peter de Medi 
Cls, CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 
How the King entred into Florence, and through what other Towns he paſſed till 


he came to Rome. 


TJ x next day theKing entred into Florence , where the ſaid Peter had 


prepared his own houſe to receive him, but the Lord of Ba/aſſat who 

was ſent thither before to make the Kings lodging, underſtanding of 
the ſaid Peters departure,fell to ſpoil all that he found in his houſe, pretend- 
ing that his back at Tyozs ought hima great ſum of mony, Among other 
things he took one whole Unicorns-horn , valued at fix or ſeven thouſand 
ducats, and two great pieces of another, with a number of other goodly 
things, which others ſeeing did the like. Into another houſe in the town the 
ſaid Peter had conveyed all his goodlieſt ſtuff; but the people ſpoiled that 
alſo. The Seniory had part of his richeſt Jewels, twenty thouſand ducats in 
Coin that lay 1n his bank in the town, divers fair pots of Agate , and ſuch a 
vumber of goodly Camayenx excellently well cut (all the which my ſelf once 
ſaw)as is wonderful.tcogether vvith three thouſand medals of gold and filver 
weighting 40 pound wejght,the number and goodneſs whereof, I thiok all | 
Ttaly could not match. All that he loſt that day in the City, amountedtoa . 
hundred thouland Crowns and better. The King being in Florence (as you 
have heard) made a treaty vvith the Citizens to their great good liking as 1 
ſuppoſe. The conditions were theſe : They gave him ſixſcore thouſand du- 
cats,whereof they paied him fifty thouſand preſently, and the reſt at two 
payments very ſhortly after, they lent him all the places above-mentioned, 
they changed their arfns being the red flower-de-Juce, and gave the Kings 
arms, And he for his part received them into his ſafegard and proteCtion, 
and promiſed and ſware upon the altar of Saint Johy to reſtore their places 
unto them vvithin four months after he ſhould be entred into Naples, or 
ſooner, if ſooner he returned into France, - But the matter had other 
ſucceſs, as hereafter you ſhall hear, 

The King ſtated not long at Florence, but vvent to Sexes, were he vyas ho- 
norably received ; and from thence to Y7zterbe, vvhere Dom Ferrand ( who 
as you have heard retired towards Rowe) was once minded to have lodged 
and furniſhed his camp, and to have fought if he had ſeen his advantage, as 

I was advertiſed both by King Alphonſer ambaſſador, and alſo by the Popes 
legate being at Venice, And fure\l looked ever when King A4lphon/e being 
accounted a valiant Prince, ſhould have come thither in perſon, leaving his 
ſon in his realm : for in mine opinion the place had been greatly for his ad- 

. vantage,conſidering he ſhould have had his own realm , the dition of the 

Church, and the places and territories of the Urſins on his back. Wherefore 

24n Comman. I was marvelloul]y aſtoniſhed when I received letters from the King that ke 
deur is ove was entred the town of Yzterbe, and likewiſe the caſtle, which ſoon after his 
oy e's , entry intothe town a Commander yielded unto him ©,by means of the Car- 
livings may Qinal Petri adVincula (who was governour thereof) and of the Colonnois, 
not marry , And then began I to perſwade my ſelf that God was fully purpoſed to ac- 
heths ro Compliſh this enterpriſe, ſo far forth that I repented me that in my letters I 
be a Prieft :a5 had adviſed the King not to refuſe an honourable compotition , for they 
the grand 1” offere@ him enough, But to proceed, Aquipendant , Monteflaſcon, and 
and all the | all the places round about yielded before Viterbe, as I was advertiſed both 
Knigirsot by the Kings and alſo the Seniories letters ( who vvere daily informed by 


To ome their Ambaſſadors of all that hapned) divers of the vvhich they ſhewed me, 
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cr cauſed one of their ſecretaries to report unto me. From thence the King 
marched to Romegthrough the Urſins territories, which were a]l yielded to 
him by the L.Charles Orſtn, who {aid that he had commandement from his fa- 
ther > (notwithſtanding that he were then inKing Aiphorſes ſervice)ſoto do, 5 His fatherr. 
and that ſo long as Dom Ferrand ſhould have paſſage granted him through fink -h = 
the dominions of the Church,and ſhould be in the ſaid dominions; ſo lopg hereafter 
he would accompany him and no longer. Thus live they in 1taly both < _ 
Princes and captains in continual practiſe with their encmies,and turning e- CO 
ver as they ſee fortune incline. Further,the King was received intoBrachave, 
the ſaid Virgil Urſins principal caſtle,which was fair,ſtrong, and ſo well fur- 
niſhed of victualsgthat | have heard the Xing oftentimes commends both the 
place and the good entertainment he found there, For his army was in ſuch 
extream penury of viduals that io greater it could not be, To be ſhort, who 
ſo ſhall conſider how often this army was upon the point to return home 
ſi1ce the time it firſt arrived at YVierna in Daniphine, and by what means and - 
overtures the j»uruey was (till coatiqued : 1 think he will confeſs that God 


was the leader thereof. 


CHAP. X. 
How the King ſent the Cardinal Petri ad Vincula to Oltic; what the Pope did at 
Rome in the mean timegand how the King entred into Rome mangre all bis 


enemies. 


whereof he was Biſhop : the place was of great importance, and held 

by the Colonnois, who lately had recovered it from the Pope, whoſe 
forces not long before had taken it from the ſaid Cardinal. It was of no de- 
tence,notwithſtandiog it hath liace held XKowe in great diſtreſs a long time « ThisCargi2 


by the ſaid Cardinals aid 2, being great friend to the Col/onnmoir, who joyned —_— 


at that time with us, partly by the means ofthe Cardinal Aſcanio, brother to Fulius the ſe- 
the Duke of Milan and Vicechancellor, and partly in hatred of the Urſing cond, and 
whoſe enemies they be and ever have been. Theſe two faRtions breed great 3279 3 

. _" . G dead|yenemy 
troubles in the Church dominions, as do in Frarce the fations of Lace and tothe French, 
Grandmont,and in Holland of Howe and Cabal/iauy « but were it not for this theme; _ 
divifion, the ſaid dominions were the beſt country for the ſubjects in the giftreded 
world for they pay no ſubfidies,and other duties but few. Further, they are f9=c, by . 


alwaies well governed, for the Popes are ever wiſe themſelyes, and have wiſe = —— —— dl 


men about them : but becauſe of theſe factions many great and cruel mur- enty inrothe 
thers are often committed, as within theſe four years we have ſeen a number j1%<" Af 
on both ſides. For lince the time 1 now write of, the Conlonnoir became our viauals from 


enemies,though to their great diſhonour : for they poſſeſſed of the Kings <vmin = 


giftin the realm of Naples, namely 1n the Earledom of Taillecouſe, and 0- ter, for the 


ther places which the Urſins had held before, twenty thouſand ducats and which cauſe 
better of yearly revenues ©, Further, all their other demands were RS 3s 


granted them, as well charge of men of arms as penſions. Wherefore therown 


they fell from us very traiterouſly, and upon no occaſion, But you og 

ſhati underſtacd that they had ever been partakers with the houſe of ry door or 

Arragon and other enemies of France, becauſe they were Gibelins , _— ot 

creo 
river, 
b The factions of Heuc and Cab.lliau began in H/land 1444 Berlandus, Read Meyer lib. 16«fol.Z00. pag. 2, 
c The King gave ro Fabrice Colonne the countrey of A/be and 7Taillecouſſe which were befure Virginia Urſtns, and to 
Proſper the Duchie of Tarcette, and the City of Pond, | 


- þ OM Brachane thtKing ſent the Cardinal St. Peter ad Vinculato O7ze, 


Aa and 


d This Cor ſe- 
ge being cor- 


rupted in th 
Freneh, we 


have reftored 


according t 


T be Seventh Book of 
and the Vrſins had ever been friends to France becauſe they were Guelphes. 
To 0#ie the King ſent with the ſaid Cardinal Saint Peter ad Vincula. Peron de 
la Baſche ſteward of his houſe, who was landed but three daies b:fore at 
Plombir,and brought with him by Sea twenty thouſand ducars, parcel ofthat 
money the Duke of 42:az lent the King,LUpon the ſea with the Kings army 
(being very ſmall) remained the Prince of Salerne,and one called theLord 
of Sernon in Provence whom tempeſt drave into Corſique 4, with their navy 
e all to rent and tore, where they ſtaied ſo long io repairing it, that it did no 


; arrived at Naples, the King was entred the town, 


Paulus Zovins, At Oſtie with the ſaid Cardinal were five hundred men of arms, and two 
 Gweciar hath thouſand Swiflers led by the Earl of Ligny (the Kings couſin germain by the 


Corſecs 


mother, ) the Lord of Alegre,and divers others, who thought to have paſſed 
the rixer of Tybre there, and to have incloſed Dom Ferrand within Rowe by 
aid of the Coulonnois, the principal of the which houſe were at that time 
Proſpere and Fabrice Coulonne,and the Cardinal Con/orne, accompanied with 
twothouſand footmen, whom the King paid by the hands of the above 
named Baſche.The ſaid foormen they had levied at their own pleaſure, and 
muſtered at Sarreſonne,a town of their own. 

You ſhall underſtandgthat many matters concur here, and of every one 
ſomewhat is to be faid, Before the King entered into Yiterbe, he had ſent to 
Rome Monlicur de /a Trimoille his chamberlain , the preſident Ganay keeper 
of the ſeal, and the general Bidaxt, to enter into inte}Iigence with the Pope, 
who practiſed continually after the manner of 7aly. They being in Rozee.the 
Pope in the night received Dom Ferrazd with his whole forces inco the 
town, whereupon our-embaſladors and ſome few of their ſervants were 
ſaied : but the ſelf ſame day the Pope diſmiſſed them. Nutwithſtandiog he 


' held ſtill in priſon the Cardinal 4ſcargne his Vicenhancellor, and brother to 


the Duke of Z4/ar, and Profpere Conlonne, ſome ſaid by their own accord, 


Of all theſe accidents I was advertiſed incontinent by the Kings letters,but 


the Seniory more amply by their embaſſadors. All this hapned before the 
King entred 1ato /zterbe,for neither party ſtaied abovetwo dayes in a place, 
But as touchiog our affairs they proſpered better than we could wiſh, and 


- no marvel : for the Lord of Lords gave them ſuceeſs, as all men might ma- 


nifeſtiy percelve. . | 

| Thisarmy that lay in Of#ze could do no ſervice becauſe of the foul wea- 
ther ; further,you ſhall underſtand that the force which theLord of Aubigny 
led, was returned to the King, and himſelf aJſo, neither had he further charg 


' thereof, The Italzans were alſo diſmiſſed that had been with him in Ro- 


e This 1s not 
the city of 
Naples,but a 
lirrle rown 
called in rhe 
Annales of 
France Naple n 
in Latin Ne- 
peſum , of the 
ttalians, 
fF-rdinande 


22any , under the leading of the Lord Rodoiph of Mantua, the Lord Galeos 
of Mirandulazand of Fracaſſe brother to the Lord Galeas of Saint Severin, 
the which with their ſaid company being to the number of five hundred 
men of arms,were well paid by the King, for they ſerved him as before you 


haveheard, The King after his departure from Yiterbe, removed to Naples ©, 


which the Cardinal 4ſcazgne held, Further, it is moſt certain that while our 
men lay in Oftze,above twenty fathoms of Roave was fell to the ground on the 
ſame fide they ſhould have entred, The Pope ſceing this young King come 
thus ſuddeoly with ſuch ſucceſs,agreed that he ſhould enter the city,(tor to 


Duke of ala. ſay the truth he could not otherwiſe chooſe ) and defired a ſife conduct f, 


bria refu ſed | 


—-. 5 a 1y ſon of Kipg A4/phoyfe, who in the night retired to Naples, the Cardt- 


Guicciare 


(which the King willingly granted) for Dom Ferrand D.'t Calabria,and on- 


nal 


ſervice, notwithſtanding the great treaſure imploied thereon, for before it | 


oe 


F4 — Mm " "—_ — _— fad © do 


| ed into the caltlc of Saint Ange, 


Þ 
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. . 2 - - 4 \ CP- & p F di 4 
nal Aſcaigne conveying him :o the gate 8, Then the Kicg entred; the City wy rg 


50.270, 45 2 Prince having power to diſpoſe of all things at bis plealure,and: z;,,ul.we,fiter 


divers Cardinals with the governors and Scnatots of the town came forth co DA 
\orecrivehim. He lodged in Saint Marks pallace, which 1s the Colonnozs rn 
mricr, who were his friends and ſervants at that time, But the Pope retir+ dovic, and ro 
et thisCardinal, 


| CHAP. XI. 
How King Alphonſe cauſed bis ſon Ferrand t0 be crowned King, and fled bim- 
ſelf into Sicily : with a diſcourſe of the evil life that bis Father the old Fer- 
rand and he had led, 


been trained upall the dayes of his life ig martial affairs) chat his 
G , aT hat is ſince 
ſon and all theleUrſins, whole faftion was lo great in Rozee, would the rime that 


thus have abandoned the City through cowardiſe, eſpecially ſeeing they *ey:ebelled, 
knew and underſtood perfectiy,that the Duke of 24i/ar began to waver,and _ Fn Fl 


the Venetians to [tir and to treat ofa League,which had then been conclud- Duke of Lor- 
ed (as | was certainly informed) if they had made avy reſiſtance either at pigs" od 
Viterbe or at Romee,to [tay the King but a few dayes:but God meant to ſhew made in the 
chat all theſe pruceedings, paſled far the reach and compaſs of mans brain. firft chapter 


And here note by the way, that asthe wall of the city of Rowe fell down, == 


lo did fifteen fathomes alſo of the vaatmure of the caltle of Saint Ange, as I b Zovian Pon- 
have been advertiſed by divers, eſpecially of two Cardinals there preſent, je wars 


Now [ muſt return to ſpeak a word or two of King Aiphonſe, Fehn of Anjuu 
Sv ſv01 as the Duke of Calabria called the youngFerrand,was returned to 379 this old 


Naples, his father King Alphon/e judged himſelf unworthy longer to raign, her 
becauſe of the evils he had committed,and the. manifold cruelties he had u- of _5*/* and 
icd agaiult divers Barons and Princes of his realm, For you {ſhall underſtand Fn, on 
that whereas his father King Ferrand and he. had taken ( notwithſtandiog © The 7tatians 
their ſafe condutt)to the number of 24.0t them,and had held chemi priſon _ m 
from the time of their rebellion againlt the ſaid Ferrard* till the hour of his —_— 4 


death : this 4/pbonſe immediately after his fathers deceaſe for a ſurpluſage of libe3. cap. 7. 
all cruelty, cauſed them miſerably to be murthered, and with them two o- = _ 
ther whom his father had alfo taken under ſafe condu, the one Duke of Y*lie, 5+ <a 
Seſſe * a man ot great authority, and the other Prince of Koſawe, who had ——_ 

married theſaid Ferrands filter, and had ifſue by her a ſon, a very goodly Others write 


geotleman. True it is, that the ſaid Prince had wrought great treaſon agaiuſt that it was - 
him, for the which he had well deſerved death,if he had not been taken uo- ET 


der ſate condudi : but King Ferrand to rid himſelf of-all fear,took him(that vin writeth 
notwithſtanding) being come to him by-his commaudement,and laid him in gon = 
a marvellous ſtinking priſon, and afterward put his ſaid fon allo being bes raria, and 


eween fifteen and ſixteen years of age. Thus had the Prince of Roſane lived a o Iſchle - 
7 name Oo 


priſoner when King Alphonſe came to the (tate, about four and thirty years, the caftle in 


Bu the ſaid 4 phonſe immediately after his coronation, commanded theſe the Ie: it is 
priſoners to be Jed into an Ifland near to Ngples called 1ſc/e® ( where- ms raring 


of hereafier more mention ſhall be made) and-there villanouſly to Guicc. Sabe!- 


be 1:10, all ſave one or two whom he held ſti]l-10 the Caſtle of Na- = _— 
Cy7d al = 


les , namely , the ſaid Prince of Koſanes ſon, and the noble Earl of cha, yur Pliny 
Popoli, | have diligently er.quired after what ſort he cauſed them thus makerh Procy- 
cruclly to be murthered 5 ( for mavy ſuppoſed they had been yet living, —_— 


a 2 when 


Wi O would have thought that this proud King Aiphoxſe (having 
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- when the King entred into the good town and city of Nap/es) and divers of 
their principal ſervants have informed me, that he cauſed them villanouſly 
and horribly to be ſlain by a Moor of Afri4,not ſparing theſe antientPrinces: 
ſome of the which had been priſoners about four or five aud thirty years, 
Further, the ſaid Moor immediatly after the execution dove, departed into 
Barbary, to the end no man ſhould know whar was become of them. To be 
ſhort, never man was more cruel than this King A/phonſe,more wicked,more 
vicious,more filthy,nor a greater glutton. Notwithltaoding his father had 
been the more dangerous: for no man could be acquainted with his humor, 
nor know whea he was pleaſed or diſpleaſed ; fo that at feaſts and banquets 
he took and betrayed men : as for examplegthe Earl Fames fon to Nicholasp;: 
cinnio whom after that ſort he took and murthered villaooufly, being Em- 
baſſador to him from Duke Francis of Adzlar , whole baſe daughter he had 
married. True it is that the ſaid Francis was conſenting te the murther (not- 
withftanding he were his father in law) for they both feared the ſaid Earl 
+ m_ BE James,becauſe the Braciques 4 in taly were wholly at his devotion. Aﬀer the 
named of Jike manner alſo took this Ferrandethe Princes of his realm above mentio: 
_ « #or- ned,and as touching pardon or mercy never was any to be obtained at his 
captain 5 hands,as divers ofhis neareſt kioſmen and friends have often told me ; nei 
his rime. ther had heat any time pity or compaſſion upon his poor people, to eake 
them of payments and ſubſidies. Moreover, he uſed within his realm all trade 
of merchandiſe himſelf, fo far forth that he delivered (wine to his people to 
feed, which they were conſtrained to fat to further their ſale : and if any of 
them hapned to die,they were forced to make them good, In thoſe places 
where the oil olive growethCnamely in Povztle) he and his ſon bought it all 
up at their own price:and in like manner the corn yet green upon the ground 
which they fold again as dear as was poffible, and if the price thereof hap- 
ned to fall,they conſtrained their ſubje&s to buy it ; befides that,during the 
time of their ſale, all other were forbiddento ſell. If any of their noble 
men were a good husband, and thought to ſpare ſome good thing for hin- 
ſelf,they would forthwith deſire to borrow it ; and if he made refuſal, he was 
conſtrained to deliver it perforce ; ſo that they uſed to take from them the 
races of their horſes(wherewith that country aboundeth)) apd to cauſe them 
to be broken and kept to their own uſe, yea and that ſuch numbers as well of 
horſes as of mares and colts,that they were eſteemed many thouſands,which 
 alſothey ſent to feed in divers places in the paſtures of their noble men and 
other their ſubjeQts, to their great loſs and damage, Both of them had for- 
ced many women; and as touching theChurch,they had it in no reverence, 
neither would obey the laws thereof, ſo far forth that they fold Biſhopricks 
for money 3 as for example,the Biſhoprick of Tarente fold to a Jew by King 
Ferrande for thirty thouſand ducats, to beſtow upon his foo, who (he ſaid) 
was a Chriſtian. Abbys they gave to faulconers and others, to beſtow upon 
their children,with this conditiov, that ſome of them ſhould enter them a 
certain number of hawks, and keep them flyiog to their uſe, and other ſome 
entertain a number of ſoldiers, at their own proper coſts and charges. The 
ſon never obſerved Lent, neither ſeemed to thiok there was any, and many 
years together never confeſſed himſelf,neither received the holy ſacramenc. 
To conclude, it was impoſſible for any man to commit more hainous crimes 
than both they had done;yet ſome reported the young Ferrande to be worle 
than they both notwithſtandiog that he were humble and curteousat his 
death ;z and no marvel,for he was then 1n great diſtreſs, ” 
e 


Philip\de Commines, 
The readers may happily thiok that -Tutrer all this of ſome private hatred 
2gainſt them, which in good ſooth I donot,butrehearſe ic only to continue 
my hiſtory, in the very beginving whereof | have declared,that:this enter- 
priſe could never have been atchieved by thoſe that were the chief managers 
thereof,had not God alone governed it,and given it good ſucceſs,tothe end 
he might make this good young King being ſo ſlenderly provided both of 
good counſel 8& 31l other thivgs neceffary,his deputy to chaſtiſc theſePrinces 
ſo wiſe,o rich,of ſo greatexperience,ſo well accompanied with wiſe and'no» 
ble perſonages whom the defence of the realm.touched as neer themſelves,ſo 
allied an i friended;yea and the which ſaw the ftorm afar off, and yet nevet 
could provide for it,nor make reſiſtance in any place, For out of the caſile of 
Naples there was not one man that ſtaied theKiog a day and a night:Where. 
upon Pope Alexander now liviog faid,that the Frerech men came thither with 
wooden ſpurs,and chalk in their harbingers hands to make their lodging 
without further trouble - whieh ſimilitude of wooden fpurs he uſed, becauſe 
yet at this day, when the young gentlemen of this realm ride aboutthe ſtreets 


_ on horfeback,their Pages thruſt little ſticks'into their ſhooes or pantofles, 


wherewith they prick forward their mules.And to confeſs the truth,this was 
fo eaſie a conqueſt, that our men very ſeldom armed themſelves in all this 
voyage. Beſides that,from the Kings departure out of ff, till his entry into 
Naples,it was bur four months and nineteen daies. An ambaſſador would al. 
moſt have been as long in journyiog thither.[ conclude therefore agreeably 
to the opinion of divers holy religious men, and others, and to the yoice of 
the people (which is Gods voice)that-God meant to puniſh theſe Princes ſo 
viſibly that every man might behold it,to warn thereby all other Princes ro _,.. 
live well,and according to his commandemeiits. For theſePrinces of Frragon, 
Joſt both honor and realm, with great riches and goodly furniture of divers. | * -_. 
and ſundry ſorts, the which is ſo diſperſed here and there , that a man can  '' 
hardly tell what is become thereof; beſides that,they ended their lives,three 
in a years ſpace or little more (but I truſt their fouls be inParadiſe.)For you. ::- -::; 
ſhall underſt2nd that this old Ferrande{baſtard to King 4/phbonſe,a wiſe, ver- + 
tuous and honorable Prince) was marvellouſly diſquieted when he faw this ©-:.;... 
French war firſt moved againſt him,which he —_ find no means to ter 
For he was wiſe,and knew that he and his ſon had lived ill, and were marve- 
louſly hated in their realm - divers alſo of thoſe that were ncereſt about him, 
have informed me,that as he razed a certain chappel,he found a book, where- 
on theſe words were written;Truth with her ſecret conne! ©; the which con- « How this 
tained all the evils that afterward fell upon him, There were but three that 2onn —_ 
ſaw the boukfor immediately after he had read it, he threw it into the fire. ">. 7 Ap 
Another thiog that greatly troubled him was this,his ſon A/phonſe and Fey- viſion of one 
rande his fons'ſor, conld never be perſwaded that the Kiog would come nenns 
iato taly, Wherefore they uſed proud and threatniog words agaioſt him, ſhop of 7a- 
and ſpake very contemptuouſly of him,ſaying, they would go as far as the !{7** more 
mountains to meet him, But one that ſtood by, wiſhed that neyer King of ſand _ 
France might come into Italy, for he had ſeen a poor man of the houfe of Þ*fore? Sb 
Arjou ſcourgeit [hrewdly,meaning Duke Fobx,fon to King Rexe. King Fer- = _ 
razd had travelled very earneſtly the-year before,by his ambaſſador called informed rhe 
Camillo Pendolfo.to ſtay the King in France, offering to pay him yearly atri- 3d ct 
bute of fifty thouſand ducats,and to hold the realm of him by homage and dietu: genia;- 
fealty. But wheo he ſaw that he could by no means obtain peace, nor paci. *% 13< 15: 
fie the eſtate of 445las, he fell into the diſeaſe whereof he died: notwithſtand. 
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Wes > of jog in the midſt of his pangs be confeſſed himſelf, and as 1 truſt repented 


him of his fins. His ſon Alphonſe who had been ſoterrible a Prince,ſo crue], 
and fo long trained up in the wars, before the King departed from Rowe, re- 
ſigned his crowo,and was (troken with ſuch fear, that in the night he never 

| Ceaſed tocry, That he heard the French men comiog, and that the trees and 
: Nones ſounded Fraunce, He never was ſo hardy as once to iſſue forth of Na- 
pes, but upon his ſoas return from Kozxe, put him in poflefſion of the realm, 
and cauſed him to be crowned, and to ride about the ſtreets of the City ac- 
companjed with the nobleſt perſonages that were there,ovamely, with Dom 
Frederick his brother;and the Cardinal of Genna (between whom the new 
King rode)and with the ambaſſadors there reſident. He cauſed alſo all other 
{olemnities belonging tothe coronation to be accompliſhed, and then fled 
himſelf and failed into Sicily with his mother in law (liſter to King Ferravd 
of Cafti/e now raigoing,to whom the ſaid realm of Sicily was in ſubjeGion) 
to a houſe that ſhe had there : which was ſtrang news through the whole 
world, eſpecially at Venice where I then was.Some ſaid he went to theTurk; 
others thought his departure to be,to the end his ſon who was not hated in 
the rea]m might the better win the hearts of the people. But mine opinion 
was ever that he fled for very cowardiſe : for cruel man was never hardy, as 
appeareth in hiſtories by Nero and others, who before their death tell into 
great fear and deſperation, To be ſhort,this 4/phonſe made ſuch haſte to be 
gone,that he ſaid to his mother in law the felt iame day that they departed 
(as divers of his ſervants have told me,) that uoleſs ſhe would depart with 
ſpeed, he would leave her behind him. And when ſhe defired him toltay but 
f This the, three dayes only,to the end f ſhe might be a whole year in hisrealm; he an- 
derftandeth ſwered that rather than he would tarry any longer he would throw himſelf 
he, meaning headlong out at thewindows, askipg her if ſhe heard not how every man 
on þ ror cryed Fraunce. Thus he embarked in his Gallics with his ſaid mother 10 law, 
totarry three and departed,carrying with him all ſorts of wines,(whereunto he was mare 
_ —_—__ velloufly given)and of all kinds of ſeeds for gardens, But as touching his 
might have IMoveables and goods he left no order for them,but the greateſt part remains 
been King a ed inthe caſtle ofNap/es: notwithſtandiog certain jewels he carried alſo with 
wholeyear. pimyand a little money, And in this eſtate failed he and his mother in law to 
her ſaid houſe in Sicily, whence he departed and went to 2/eſſzne, whither he 

called and led with him divers religious men,vowing himſcit to be no more 

- of this world. Above all other orders of religion he loved eſpecially thole 
of the Mount 0/zvet (who are clad in white) as themſelvestold me at Venice, 
where the body of St.Heleinelieth in their cloiſter. Moreover, he began to 

--* Jead amarvellous holy life,and to ſerveGod hourly both day and night with 
- the ſaid religious men as they do in their covents. He uſed alſo great faſtiog, 
abſtinence,and alms,and ſoon after fell into a ſharp fickneſs of excoriatioa 
and the ſtone, in ſuch ſort,that the ſaid religious meo reported that they ne- 

ver ſaw man ſo tormented, Notwithſtanding he endured patiently all theſe 
pavgs , being fully reſolved to have ſpent the reſt of his life inan Abbey 

at Valence the great in Spairgand thereto have regiſtred himſelf a religious 
man.But he was ſo tormented with this diſeaſe,that he died ſoon afterzand it 

| Isto be hoped becauſe of his great repentance,that his ſoul is joyful in Para- 
diſehis ſon alſo died ſoon after him of an ague joyned with a flux,and I cruſt 
they are both io better caſe than they were in this world, But mark here by 

the way that io leſs than two years ſpace, five ware the crown of Naples, to 
wit,the three above named, Charles the eight King of France,andDom rrede- 


rick (brother to the ſaid 4/phonſe)now raigniog. CHAP, 
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CHAP, XII. WM 


How the young Ferrand after he was crowned King of Naples,went and encamps 
ed atGermain,toreſ/rſt the Kings coming, and of the treaty thei King Charles 
1: 4de with the Pope at Rome. | h 


OW tothe end all theſe matters may be plain and evident: you 
ſhall underſtand that King Ferrand being crowned, became as it 
| ' were anew man,ſuppoſing all old iojuries and offences to be for- 
gotten by his Fathers flight : whereforehe levied all the force he could, as 
well horſemen as footmen, and came to St,Germain, which is the very entry 
into his Realm,and a ſtrong place,and of great defence,through the which | 
the Frenchmen had palled twice before ®, There he encamped and manned « He mean 


the town, and then his friends Sages ſomewhat to recover their ſpirits. The i cir voyz- 


Towa is ſtrong , both becauſe of a little River 5 which ſometime is paſſa- ect 


ble on foot, ſometime nor,and alſo becauſe of the hill hanging over it, houſe of 4» 
_ The King was yet at Rowe, where he remained about twenty dayes bufi- This river 
ed with a oumber of matters. He had with him at the leaſt eighteen Car- is called Liris 
dinals, beſides divers others that repaired to the City from all parts, The 9 $i 
Dames of theſe Cardinals were the Cardioal Aſcaigne, the Popes Vicechan- 
cellor, and brother to the Duke of lar, the Cardinal Petri-ad-Vincwls 
(the which two were deadly enemies to the Pope, and preat friends each to —— I 
other) the Cardinals of Guiſe ©, St, Denis, Saint Severin, Savelli, Coulonne,and ſuppoſe our 
divers others,all the which would needs have proceeded to a new eleCtion, _— pn 
and depoſcd the Pope, being withia the caſtle of Saivt Ange, againſt the the letrers of 
which the artillery was twice bent, as I have heard the nobleſt perſonages pede nya 
there preſent report; but the King of his goodneſs ever withſtood it, The > "gp. M 
place was not of defence, for the ſeat thereofis upon a little hill made by »nskilful cor. 
' force of mah: belides that, theſe Cardinals alledged that the walls thereof  —Parkong 
were fallen down by Miracle, and charged the Pope that he had obtained veſſing burar 
this holy dignity by ſimony, and they faid true: but Cardinal Jſecaigne hims ©, 04» 
ſelf was the chief Mcrchant that fold it, and received 2 great ſum of money ws rnd 
for his part, together with the Popes houſe where he lodged before he was i Gree: 
Pope,being then Vicechancellor,with divers places of the patrimony of the 
Church. For great controverlic had been between them two for the ſaid 4Tt* Pore 
dignity 4, Notwithſtandiog I thick they would both williogly have agreed — of 
to chuſe a new Pope of the Kings natning, yea and a Frexch man ; fo that 1I been Vice- 
know not whether the King did well or evil in concluding peace,though all ces 
things conſidered I ſuppoſe he took the belt courſe, for himſelf was young 4 rode n 
and unprovided of mea ſufficient to manage ſo weighty a matter as the re. the dignity, 
formation of the Church though [ confeſs his power to have been ſofficient yn 
thereuntos Sure if he could have reformed it, I thiok all men of wiſdom *<9, being re- 
and underſtanding would have accounted it a good, a worthy, and a holy CONE 6 
work. But there were too many things requiſite to ſohigh an enterpriſe oned. Not- | 
notwithſtanding the Kings will was good, and yet is if he had good af Rs 
betting beiog inRowe made a treat wi ' 11do | con ain 
F y with thePope, which could not long "if Pope of- 
endure, for it was unreaſonable in ſome points;end ſerved for the chief co- — 
lour ofthe league, whereof bereafter you ſhall hear,By the ſaid treaty peace "8 his ren- 


was concluded between the Pope and his Cardinals,and all other their ad- 222% 


herents 
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herents and partakers. And it was agreed that the Cardinals ſhould receive 

all rights ard duties belonging to their Cardinals hat as well abſent as pre- 
elzemes or Ge- ſent;and that the Pope ſhould lerd the King four places, to wit, Terracine, 
Meme, Civita vechia, Viferbe (which the Kirg already held) and Spoletegbut this Jaſt 
ned, brother he never delivered notwithſtanding his promiſe. All the which places the 
ÞB -4 88 5g _ King ſwareto reſtore at his return from Napler, as alſo he did notwithſtand- 
beliing a- ing that rhe Pope had abuſed him. By this treaty he delivered alſo into the 
gainſt his Kings hands the Turkes brother : for the ſafe keeping of whom he receiy- 
———— ed yearly of the Turk fixty thouſand ducats, and held him alſo by means of 
of £2t for his ſaid brother io great fear® He promiſed further to put noLegate into any 
ai6,vur beirg fortificd place or town of the Church without che Kings conſent,Certain 0- 
he fled to Chef Articles there were tonchipg the copfiſtory or colledg of Cardinals 
Khedes, from Which | over paſs, For the performance of all theſe conditions,the Pope de- 
wh 7 + livercd his ſon the Cardinal of Valence in hoſtage to the King, who accom- 
F/anice 19, pahicd him as his Legate,and the Kiog did unto the Pope the duty of a ſon, 
the CILGank with all hamilicy _ obedience. Further, the Pope created two Cardinals 
trotheend at his requeſt,the one the general Briſprmer, ſooften before named, lately 
he might not (ade Bithop of S.2alo, and the othet the Biſhop of 24a, of the houſe 0 
eſcape; for | "IP MO 
the Turke Luxembourg, who was here it France. ; 


for his fafe | | 
keeping paid yearly to the knights of the Rhodes, 40000 crowns, King Lewis gave him to Pope Innocent the 8, Sg 


heremaired till this preſent, that he was delivered to Ring Charles, at Rome 1n the Popes hands. 


C H A P. XIII. | 

How the King departed from Rome towards Naples, what hapned in the mean 

mean time in divers parts of the ſame realm:and through what places he paſſed 
till be came to Naples, | 


[| þ HESE matters being thus ended, the King removed from Romein 
great amity aud friendſhip with the Pope in appearance, at which 
- time eight Cardinals departed alſo out of the city highly diſpleaſed 
with this treaty,namely the ſaid Vicechancellor Aſcazgne, aod the Cardinal 
Saint Peter-ad Vincula, with fix of their faction. But many thought that Jſ- 
caigne did but difſemble, and that indeed he was in good amity with the 
Pope ; notwithſtandiog I am able to affirm nothing thereof, for his brother 
had not as yet declared himſelf our enemie. From Kome the King removed 
to Ianneſanxe,and from thence to Belifire, where the Cardinal of Yalence ef- 
caped away. | | 
« For theCo: The next day the King took Chaſtelfortin by aſſault,and put all that were 
SI within it to the ſword, becauſe the place belonged to Fames Compte who was 
theKings cap- revolted from the King, notwithſtanding that he had taken his phy : for the 
= 944 No Comes have ever been partakers with theUrfins.From thepce he marched to 
= to come Valmonton a town of the Colonnois,and from thence removed and lodged a: 
— bout four miles from mont Saint Fehax,which is a town held of the Church, 
hs Theſe but belonging to the Marquifs of Peſcaire and very well fortified : notwith- 
rook the ſtanding after it had been beaten feven or eight hours with the canon, it was 
town of 4- ithin it or the greateſt part ſlain, and 
0a, and ajj taken by aſſault, and all that were within i g p . 
thoſe parts, there the Kings whole force joyned together®. Then he marched towards 
_ we of - SzintGermain lixicen miles thence, where this newKingFerrand(as you have 
with the King heard) lay in camp with all the force he could ſevy.And indeed this was his 
becauſe they only refuge, and the place where he muft fight or never, becauſe it was the 


wy oY very key as it were of his realm,and a place much for his NG —_— m_ 
k ecauſe 
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becauſe of the river as of the mountain. Further, he had ſent men to defend 
the ſtraight of Cancello, lying among the mountains ſix milesſrom St. Ger- 
214in : yet notwithſtanding all this preparation before the Kings arrival at 
St. Germain, he raiſed his camp and departed in great diſorder abandoning 
both the Town and the paſlage. | 
Our vaward wasled that day by the Lord-of Gaiſe, the Lord of Aiexx 
was ſent to this ſtrait of Cancello againlt the Arragunnois, but they alſo 
before his comiog abandoned the place: and then entered the King into 
Szint Germain, KingFerraud rid ſtraight toCapona,where they refuſed to give 
his ſoldiers entrance, but received his perſon with a few that attended npon 
him ; he ſtajed not there,but deſired them to continue true and faithful ſub- 
je&s co him, promiſing the next day to return,and ſo departed towards Na- 
ples fearing the rebellion that afcerwards happened. All his force or the 
greateſt part ſhould have tarried him at Capoxa : but the next day when he 
returned he found them all departed. The Lord Yirgile Vrſin with his couſin 
the Earl of Petillane, went to Nola, where they and all their company were 
take: priſoners by our men. They alledged that they had a fafe conduGt and 
that we did them wrong,ſo had they indeed, but their tate condudt was not 
yet in their hands: notwithſtanding they paid no ranſom, but much they 
loſt whea they were taken, and ſure ia mine opinion they had wrong done 
the Mm, 
From Sr.Germain the King removed to Afingawer, and to Triague, and 
lodged at Calui, two miles from Capoxa, whither they of Capoxa came and 
yielded themſelves by compoſition,and the King entered into the town with 
his whole army, From Capoxa the next day he marched to Averſa, being in 
the mid way between Capona and Naples,and five miles diſtaut from each of 
them, Thither came they of Naples and yielded themſelves in like manocer 
by compoſition,baviog received aflurance of the King that their ancient li- 
berties ſhould not be infringed nor empaired, The King ſent thither before 
bim the Marſhal Ge, the Seneſchal of Beaxcairezthe Preſident Garay keeper 
of the Seal, and certain Secretaries: whereof King Ferrand being advertif- 
ed and ſeeing the people and Nobles of his realm io Arms againſt him(who 
alſo at his firſt arrival thither had ſpoiled his ſtable being marvelous great) 
took ſea and failed iuto 1ſcle,an Iland eighteen miles from Naples Þ: then the þ cuicciar 
Kiog was received into the town with great joy and triumph, For all the faith thirry 
people came forth to meet him,yea,and thoſe firſt that were muſt bound to —_ — 
the houſe of 4rragon,namely all the Carraffes, who held of the ſaid houſe of ceived irto 
Arragon to the value of forty thouſand ducats of yearly revenues, partly ee the 21 
of ioheritance, and partly of gift from the Prince 3 for the Kiog of Naples 1494. 7 
may give away their crown lands, ſo do they alſo other meos, and I think giving the 


there are not three in the realm whoſe lands be not crown lands or other — 


mens, 14cS. If you 
Never people ſhewed ſo great affeRion to Prince or oation as they ſhew- 28" it the 
firſt of Zanu- 


ed to the King : the reaſon whereof was, becauſe now they thought them- ay Guicciar, 
ſelves delivered from all tyraony,ſo that they voluntarily yielded unto us, 
For all Calabria became French incontinent, whither Monſieur d' Aubigny and 
Peron of Baſche were ſent themſelves alone without any force, All the coun+- 
try of Abrouſo © yielded likewiſe the town of Aquila (which hath ever been _ .,,.:,. 
great friend to the French) giving them the firſt example. lo like manner all Sannites. 
Poville turned ſaving the caſtle of Brandis, which was (trong and well man- 
ned, and Gallzpoli which had a garriſon init , otherwiſe the people would 
have 
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have returned alſo.[n Calabria three places held for King Ferrand, two of 
them were antie and Twrpie (antient p:rtakers with the houſe of Anjox)the 
which at the firſt had ſet up the arms of France, but becauſe the King gave 
them to the Lord Perſ,and would not receive them as parcel of the demains 
of his crown 9,they reared up again the houſe of 'Arragon, The third was the 
caltle of Reges, which held alſo for King Ferrande. But it was our own fault 
that ought held, for we ſent no forces thither - no, | am well afſured that in. 
to Powille and Calabria,there went not men ſufficient to have defended one 
caſtle for the King. Tarente yielded both caſtle and towo, ſo did alſo 0- 
trantee, Monopoli, Trani, Manfredonne, Bar{e, and all the other places, the a- 
bove named only excepted. Moreover the people came from their Cities 
three dayes journey to meet our men and to yield themſelves. To be ſhort, 
the whole realm ſet to Nap/es,and all the Princes and noble men repaired 
thither to do homage to the King, ſaving the Marquiſs of Peſcaire * whoſe 
brethren and nephews came notwithſtanding. The Earl of Acria, and the 
Marquiſs of $quillazo,fled into Sicily becauſe theKiog had given their lands 
tothe Lord of Aubigny.At Naples allo arrived the Prince of Salerze newly 
come from the Sea, but having done no ſervice. Thither came allo bis bro- 
ther the Prince of Biſjgzanaud his ſons, being accompanied with the Dukes 
of MelIfe,of Gravinne, and the old Duke of Sora, who rot long before had 
fold his Dutchy to the Cardinal Petri ad Vinculz, whoſe brother yet at this 
day poſleſſeth ic 8. To Naples alſo repaired the Earls of Aontorio, of Fondi, 
of Tripalda and of Celano (who had long been baniſhed out of the realm, 
and was now newly returaed with the King.) The Earl of Troy was there 
in like manner (who was a young gentleman of Scotland, brought up in 
France) and the Earl of Popol; whom we found priſorer at Naples. The 
young Prince of Roſane before mentioned, after his long impriſonment with 
his father (who had lain in priſon four and thirty years) was at length deli- 
vered and went with King Ferrand,. whether willingly or by conſtraint I 
know not. To Naples cate alſo befides theſe above named, the Marquiſs 
of Guefron with all the Caldoreſques,and the Earls of Matalon and Aerillano, 
the which had, both they and their anceſtors, ever governed the houſe of 
Arragon, To conclude, thither repaired all the nobles of the realm, the 


three above named only excepted, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, XIV. 


How King Charles was crown:d King of Naples, of the f.ults ke commited in 
the defence of the realm, and how an enterpriſe attempted on his behalf againſt 


the Turk, was diſcovered by the Venetians. 
I NG Ferrand at his departure from Naples, left theMarquels of Peſ- 
14 care with certainAlmains to defend the caſtle ©,and ſailed himſcit for 
aid into Siczly to his father. Dom Frederick lay ſtill upon the ſea with 

a few Gallies,and came twice to parl with the King under ſafe conduct, His 
demands were that ſome part of the realm might remain to his nephew with 
the title of King *, and that himſe!f might enjoy all his own lands and his 
wives, Hisrequeſt io reſpe& of himſelf was not great, for his partage was 
ſmall. The King offered him pcſiefſions in France both for him and his ne- 
phew,and I think wou!d williogly have given them a good and a great Dur- 
chie : but they would not accept this offer, neither would he grant their de- 
mands, For what treaty ſoever had been made, they would have broken it, 
when they had fern their advantage, being ſtill reſident in the realm, The 
Kings artillery was bent and ſhot agaioſt the caſtle of Naples, within the 
which were only the Almains, for the Marques of Peſeare was departed 
thence. And if we had ſent but four Cannons tothe Iſle of 7cle< we had taken 
it :d then all had been ours : for from thence returned all the miſchief 4; 
Eat if that had been once wun, 3ll the other places they held,being not paſt 
four or five, would have yielded. But our men fell to feaſting, to jults and 
banquettong,and were fo puffed up with pride,that they accounted the 1ta- 
lians no men, Moreover,the King was crowned and lodged in Capovare, and 
went ſometime to ont Imperial ©, True it is that he ſhewed great grace and 
favour to the ſubjects of the realm, for he abated their charges, And 1 thick 
verily the people of themſelves would not have revolted from us (ootwiths 
ſtanding their great inconſtancy) if we had contented a few of the nobles: 
but them 00 man regarded; belides that they were very roughly uſed at the 
gates, Thoſe that were beſt dealt with, were the Caraffes,the houſe of Arra- 
gor's greateſt friends, for their eſtates were but ſomewhat diminiſhed : bur 
the offices and penſions of the reſt clean taken awayz yea the partakers with 
the houſe of Anjox worſe handled than the Arragonois, Further, into the 
county of Actillazo a commandement was ſent , for the which the preſident 
Ganaye and the Seneſchal newly createdDuke of Nola,and Lord great cham- 
berlain of the realm, were burthened to have taken money,By the ſaid com- 
, mandement every man was covfirmed in his poſſeſſion, ar:d the partakers 
with the houle of 4»jor barred from their lands, unleſs they could recover 
them by proceſs. Further, as touchiog ſuch as had made entri:s upon their 
own head, (as for example the Earl of Celano) aid was given to the partics 
grieved, to diipoſlefs them again by force. All eſtates and cflices were be- 
{towed upon two or three Frenchmen,and all the provifion of victuals with- 
inthe caſtle cf Naples, when it yielded (beipg marvellous great) given to 
every man that demanded it,at the leaſt allthat cameto theKings knowledg» 


party Was retired thither; 
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e The French Torrettor ſuppoſeth that this ſhould be en marteay Imperial, becauſe 


ſome write that King Charles was crowned Emperor of Conſtantinople at Rone : but 1 tink rather he weaneth 
Mont de la Crote,orthe hill Yeſavius,whither the King often walked for recreation,and peradvenrure becauſe of che 
ſingularities which he ſaw there, ramed one of rheſe hills Mont imperial, f He weanerh C:ftel novo, 


H1 


276 T be Seventh Book of 


A 5 Aimiins Tn the mean time the Almains by prattiſe yielded the caſtle 2in the which 
44 Sri they obtained infloite riches, the caſtle of I!'0eoufÞ was allo taken by battery, 
condition, By theſe faults above rehearſed a man may manifeltly perceive that this 
ral - great co::quelt was atchieved by the meer grace of God, aud tot by their 
King Ferrands Wiſdom that governed the enterprile : but theſe tou] faults were the works 
7 # wag of men puticd up with pride and vain glory, and not underſtanding trem 
withinir, Whence all this their honour and good ſucceſs ſprang. Wherefore they pro- 
þ This caſtle ceeded according to their nature and experience, by means whereof their 
"ay wry* pen good icrtune changed as ſuddenly and viſibly,as men may lee the day ſpring 
- builtin form wn: Iſland or Norway! , where the daies in ſummer are of greater length than 
/ +5" M 4 in auy other place, in ſuch ſort,that within a quarter of an hour after the 
and Norway, One dayes ſhuttiog ing the next day light beginneth to appear. Even ſoin 
the unskiltul as ſhort ſpace did every wiſe man perceive the alteration of our good and 
os pomnks had rrofperous ſucceſs,whereof all Chriſtendom ſhould have reaped great pro- 
#-llandand fitand honor if we had acknowledged it to proceed from him, who was in- 
+7 #7 05-ingg deed the giver thereof, For the Turk then reigoing (and yet living) might 
thpr report a as Eaſily have been chaſed out of Exrope,asKing Alphonſe was out of his reaim, 
cer #ntruth. Hoth for that he was a man of no valor, and alſo becauſe the King had with 
him the ſaid Turks brother, whom he feared above all men living. Bur this 

ſaid brother died ſoon after the Cardinal of Yalexces eicape; whereupon the 

report went that he was poiſoned when thePope delivered him to the King. 
Further,there were ſo many thouſand Chriftians in Greece ready to rchel, 

k Oricun in 2g a man would hardly believe,for from Otrante to Valonne * are but,'s. 
= vp miles! , and from Yalorne to Conſtantinople but eighteen reaſopable dayes 
others 4po!- Journeys, as divers that have travelled the way have entormed me. Between 
#6 ers EDEM arcnoo ſtrong places,at the moſt not above two or three, for all thereſt 
write-bur $5. be razed. Thoſe countries are marvellous populous, and they that iohabice 
them be Albanoir, Sclavons and Greeks, who underſtood of our Kings good 

ſucceſs by their friends that were at Yenice and 1n Powzlle, unto whom alſo 

they ſent letters, and looked daily,but for meſ{cogers to move them to rebel. 

_ mPyrrachium. Whereupon the King ſeat thither the Archbiſhop of Duras ® an Aibanois 
born, who found a marvellous number ready to revolt, being ſons or ne- 
phew's of many noble and valiant men of thoſe parts , namely the fons of 
Scanderbeg, the nephews of the Emperor of Conſtantinople,and the nephews 
of the Lord Confiantize, (now governor of Montferrat) who were alſo Ne- 


phews or Couſins to the King of Servia, In Theſſalia more than five thouſand 


v. 0u!d have rebelled, yea and Scatary ſhould have been ſurpriſed by intel- 


ligence that the Lord Conflantine had within it,as himſelf advertiſed me ar 
Venice, where he lay hidden many dayes in my lodgipg. And ſurely he would 
eaſily have atchieved his enterpriſe : for Macedony and Theſſaly were his in- 
» Burthe heritance ®, which was the patrimony of Alexander the great. YValonxe alſo 
ow _ is part thereof, and upon his dominions Scutary apd Croye® border, the 
hin 2 which inhis youth his father P or uncle engaged to the Yenetians, who loſt 
o Trey in Croye,and yielded Scutary tothe Turk by treaty, The ſaid Lord Conſtan- 
-__ py Me tine lay himſelf within three leagues of Scatary , and the enterpriſe had 
ro-2n.in been exccuted, had not the ſaid Archbiſhop of Daras ſtaicd at Venice too 
ye pt \.... 10bg after the Lord Conſtantines departure,l daily preſſed him very earneſt- 
in pov ly to depart, for he was a man light of talk,and vaunted 10 all places,that he 
would do ſome feat worthy of immortal fame and renown, But as the devil 


Comnenus, 
would, the ſelf ſame day that the Yenetians were advertiſed of the Turks 


brothers death,whom the Pope had delivered to the King:they determined 
to 
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to ſend word thereofto the Turk by one of their Secretaries. And becauſe 

they knew well that he ſhould be highly rewarded that firſt brought this 

rewsto the Tu:k : they commanded that no ſhip ſhould paſs that night be- 

tween the twocaſtles, which make the very entry into the gulf of Venice q, He —_— 
where alſo they cauſed watch and ward to be kept, becauſe they feared the Randi prey 
departure of ſome of the ſmail boats, as gripes and ſuch like, whereof there theentry into: 
were a great number of the ports of Albany, and of their Iſles adjoyning to o—_— , 
Greece, But the ſelf ſame night this poor Archbiſhop would needs depart to in the natural 
this enterpriſe of the Lord Conſtantine, (who tarried his coming) conveying ous Gn 
with him great ſtore of (words, bucklers, and javelins, to furniſh thoſe with Tywn from: 
whom-he had intelligence ( for they are not permitted to have weapons in the rage ofthe 
thoſe countrys:)but as he paſſed between the 2 caſtles above-mentioned, he JF, 
was taken and put into one of them, both he and his men : notwithſtanding ſaid Caftles 
the ſhip that carried him was ſuffered to paſs, Letters were found about him oe d by.” 
which diſcovered the enterpriſe,& the L.Conſtantine hath told me fincegthat ; 

the Venetians advertiſed thereof both the Turks _ that lay in thoſe 

parts, and the Turk himſelfalſo, and had it not been for the gripe that was 

permitted to paſs(the patron whereof was an Albanois,who informed him of 


. all that was hapned): he had himſelf been taken, but he eſcaped by Sea, and 
fled into Poville. | 


CHAP. XV, 


A diſcourſe ſomewhat ont of the courſe of the hiſtory, whereinPhilip de Commines . 
author of this preſent work, treateth amply of the eſtate and government of the ber 
Seniory of Venice, and of thoſe things that he ſaw there, and were done there Aa. 

| during the time of his ambaſſage to the ſaid Seniory for the King. ied 


Will now leave the Kiog in Naples,having atchieved his enterpriſe,& will 
ſpeak ſomewhat of the Yeretzans, & the cauſe of mine ambaſiage thither. ' 
A. My departure from 4ſi to Venice was,partly to thank them for the good 
anſwers they had made to 2 of the Kiogs Ambaſſadors ſent thicher,8 partly 
to keep them ſtil] his friends,it it were poſſible by any means:for becauſe of 
their great forces, wiſdom.& good government,they might eaſily have mared 
his enterpriſe in /taly;but they being his friends,none in the country were to 
te teared, The D.,of 24/an helped to diſpatch me,& wrote to his Ambaſſador 
there reſident (for he hath one there continually) to accompany me, and to 
give me inſtructions to whom I ſhould addreſs my ſelf. His ſaid Ambaſſidor 
received monethly of theSeniory 100 ducats,8 had his houſe well furniſhed, 
& 3 barges(at their charge)to convey him up & down the Town. TheirAm- 
baſſzdor hath the like at Milanyfave that he hath no bargesfor at Milan men 
ride altogether on horſcback,but at Venice they are-carried by boat. In my 
Joardey thitherward, Ipafſſed through their cities, namely Breſs,Yeronne,Vin- 
cenſe, 8 Padua,with divers others 5 at every one of the which I was very ho« 
nuurably entertained,for the honour of him whom I repreſented:for always 
either the Poteſtate or the Captain came to receive megaccompanied with a 
good]y train: but they both iſſued never forth of the Town;for the Captain 
uſed to come no further than the gate, Aﬀer I was evtred the Town,they 
conveyed me to my lodging,commanding the hoſt that I ſhould be plentiful- 
ly ſerved & all my charges they defrayed,entertaining me with very hon-u+ 
rable words.But if a man conſider what he muſt beſtow upon drums & trum- 


pets, he ſaveth not much though he lye upon free coſt, notwithſtanding the 
| B b entertain» 
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entertainment is very honourable. The ſame day I entred into Venicegthey 
a Ziccia or ſent as far as Chafonſine © to receive me, which is a place five miles from the 
£124juſin 1 Town, where men leave the boats that convey them down the river trom 
4;-——_000 is Padua Þ,and enter into other little boats very proper and neat,covered with 
calie9 «39. rapeſtry, and furniſhed within, with goodly hangiogs and velvet cuſhions 
A 1 think A to fit upon, Thus'far the Sea floweth,and this is the neareſt paſlage from the 
theCenjrairiek firm land to Verice;but their Sea is marye]lous calm/unleſs a tempeſt happen 
des _— to artle  ) which is the cauſe that fo great plenty of all kind of 6h is taken 
app Bet x there. I wondered to behold the ſeat of this City,ſo many ſteeples,ſo many 
rem writeth rejjpious houſes, 2nd ſo much building,and all io the water; but eſpecially 
wake __ that the people had none other paſſage to and fro inthe Town but by boats, 
becaule our , whereof [ think there are to the nuwber of 30000. but they be very ſmall, 
pag ph Further,about the City(I mean within the compaſs round about of leſs than 
viethatevery half a French league) are 50 houſes of religioo,as well of men as women, all 
Coupa"y 1 in Iflands,ſumptuoutly built,richly furniſhed wichin,and having goodly gar- 
al devs belonging trothem. Thoſe withia the City1 comprehend not in this 
Loudon they pumber 3 tor within, there are, beſides theſe, the four orders of Friers, and 
- pen threeſcore and twelve pariſhes, belidesa number of chappels of the compa- 
10 be chat Mies of occupations,commonly called Coxfrairies , And ure it is a ſtrange 
whuch te fpht to behold ſo many great and goodly Churches built in the Sea. To the 
© om age ſaid place of Chafouſine came five and twenty Gentlemen to receive me, 
Venice 2900 fumptuoully apparelled ia filk and ſcarlet, the which welccmed me with an 
Palaces ab'e (tion, and conveyed me to the Church of St. Andrew near to the Town 
ro ludgK:ngs. 9 : : ) 
faku.doircd whereas many other Gentlemen met me, being accompanted with the Am- 
a wg I of baſfadors of Milan and Ferrara : and here alſo they received me with an O- 
bas mr "may ration, and atterwards led me into other boats which they call flat, being 
fitco, or 7*/- much greater than the former,two of them were covered with crimſon ſattio, 
Ss > anddecked within with arras, each of them being large enough to have re- 
every man- Ceived 4o perſons, They placed me between theſe two Ambaſſadors,(for the 
g A SC fup- mid{t in Ztaly is the honourableſt place)and conveyed me aloug through the 
ole to be great ſtreet called the great channel 4, which is fo Jarge that the gallies paſs 
alſo a kind of xg and fro through it, yea I have ſeen hard by the houſes ſhips of four hun- 
my me = . dred tun and above, Sure in mine opinion it is the goodlieſt ſtreet io the 
Porphire is, world and the beſt built, and reacheth in length from the one end of the 
—_ ag Towato the other, Their buildings are high and {tately,and all of fine ſtone 
white for the E. The ancient houſes be al] palnted;but the reſt that have been built within 
mot part 25 theſe hurdred years, have their front all of white marble, brought thither 
nb Luke out of 1ſiria an hundred miles thence, and are beautified with many great 

pleces of Porphire f and S-rpentice £,In the moſt part of them are at che leaſt 

two chambers,the ceiling whereofis guilded,the mantletrees of the chimnies 

very rich,to wit, of graveo marble, thebedſteds guildeg, the prefles painted 

and vermiled with gold, and marvellous well furniſhed with (tuff Tobe 

ſhore,ic 1s the moſt triumphant City that ever 1 ſaw,and where Ambaſſadors 

and ſtrangers are moſt honourably eatertainedythe Commonwealth beſt go- 

vetned, and God molt devoutly ferved ; fo far forth, thar notwithſtzodiog 

they bave divers imperfettions,yet think | verily that God proſpereththem, 

becauſe of the reverence they bear to the ſervice of the Church, In the c:m- 

pany of theſe fifty Gentlemen I paſſed to Saint Georges, which i» an Abe. 

bey of reformed black Mopks where I lodged. The next day they re- 

rurned againto me, and led meto the Seniory, where I delivercd my let- 

ters to the Duke, who preſideth ia all their #ticmblics, beivg honoured 3s 


a King 
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a Kingh,and all letters are dire&ted to hi 
7 dine at to him, but of himſelf! 
_ 2, ras. - Duke ls of great pv RAT do much, h9fth-Duke: 
years *:and for my = _ ao marvel, for he hath been Duke thef: VET WAS Gone lbs. 
experience ln the affai c er found him a vertuous and a wile cle twelve 4 Tha 
ir nr en oy of taly,and a courteous and:gentle roar, 2m 4:oufin 
necks; tras.oh a ſave that they led me into the Pal ate on:;This was P.rt.rieus,or 
gre ugh nai hs 4 ers, the ceilings whereof were i frpagh aud ſhewed Burbadieurihs 
building for the od preſſes: and fure jt is a very ſtate| y guilded, and anno 1495, & 
© — ones thereof: for tis all of ſquare _ ſumpruous was afrer 
2bour ho cad gol and likewiſe the dans 6.” "ne" pe Brown a!l the Nw __ 
areas. os iach. Thereare moreoverfour ly the angles, the 74. Duke, 
The Dk SIR es - number of fair lodgings, but —_— pdly baſe withis __— = 
Cn ld _ amber may hear maſs at the hioh hen very ſmall, nor ar th. 
"ab 2 Ke - c - the goodlicſt ard richeſt Churetrin xs of the chappel timethes the 
but che pare fa eppeialor its buils chnnaiioes world,beariog yeice, the 
os he 9 4. - -, IT y ®; the art alſo whereof the _——— cal. time thar he 
i ds os ure they have divers workmen » of otthemſelves MES 
a - —o_ is their treaſure ſo famous throu; rg my ſelf can his bein . at 
twelveor li inted for the furniture of the Chan — "ag 
ans _ Ruby ballais,the greateſt that —_ "___ the which are bur 8. ek 
OO be above ſeven hundred, and the other ——_ or 36" ot them | Seine Marks 
pillars Zen * 1. e unpoliſhcd. There are twelve other Fy ol hundred ſcribed by 
as: o 2» and garniſhed ard bordered with exc —_ ike to little Contarcs. in 
tain feaſts in xs ve crownsthere are of gold, wherewith * ont Srac WOnes Sfek mo 
Queens ) the oe is" wage” Cy themſclves( once 9 led _—_ = 
' | about theſe I | = alled m> Mouſargye 
ee Ce 
ga ak - _ y thieves that came out of Iſtria = Friol oWen and car- Muſaies , Or 
their hwbands er Fe a=, lurked privily behind theks 10.8, br gr 
4p 'ESzANd reco : : wrought 0 
as GR tulgns St, ark ,and built alſo wwe We ae offer- tones of & 
Sure this i ry reſorted yearly the ſame day the! xe ns e placeywhi- & diversmer- 
— Tr good!y furniture for the Church:for befid —_— the victory, talsintoknots 
,there are divers other jewels of gold,and a es theſe things above and devices 
Apgates,and a few Emeralds. B vels of gold,and a ſute of Amethiſts and ſo curiouſly, 
as ready moneyzand yet of - But this is no ſuch treaſure to make acco h f hom 
ſelf told me bef, ] money they have no treaſure: for the D unt Of | 4c wrought 
. ore the Seniory, that it is a 7 uke him- in togeth = 
mak- mention of treafure io colo. Aud ſure in ong them a capital crime to *rt: gether by 
—_ — - r of diviſion that thereby might ae qa, do therein * 9477": 
— rae” 4 their other treaſure, namely their A og chem Aey | 
vy, which na ar wn prepare all other furniture neceſſar [ LOOP en 
the beſt i edly is the goodlieſt thiog at this day i y for their na- 1,4 by conta: 
— 4 2 order for that purpoſe. | y in the world, 2nd re». libu4, 
ar gra nuns ot: 8 moneths upon their charge,as did all th 
ru they are moel fac wiſlom oy lined _gare boldly for after 
that uo! JOm,oc 10 Incline toenla S- OE oY 
aaa: — IR in time, all their mein ſhall 16 OY 
& them lince that ey bick Itzly,& the wars that have been Ayes wh 
in fortification & def (which yet endure) have made them much kit him = 
as ac —_— places then they were before, Belid a fuller +5, 
nlarged their Seuiory, for they have 7 or 5 Cities eve —_— 
X to 
2 them 


280 The Seventh Book if 


them in Pov7lle,which I doubt me they will never reſtore, At the Kings firſt 

coming into T:aly they coirld not be perſwaded+thar/places might be raken 

ſ> eafily, and'in ſo ſhort ſpace': for they made not war with ſach expedition 

o He mean- 0; but both they and divers others have fortified fince, and dodaily fortifie: 
ys _— many places in Htaly,” They cannot grow mighty upon a ſudden 3s the Re- 
Re northe #iars did, for their bodies carinot endure ſuch labour and travel as theirs: 
fear of Artil- could; becauſe they'are rmaccuftomed'/therevuiito, by reaſon that none of 
= /inz. them go into their wars upon their firth land P('4s the Romans did)fave their 
zians Armies proviſors and treaſurers which accompany their General 9; affiſt him with 
4s pry arcs their counſeF,and provide all things heceſſary for their Army. True it is that 
pers.Contaren. their Artnies gpon the Sea are led © by their Gentlemen,who are Captains of 
libs. Rn "their Gallies and Ships,ard conſiſt wholly of their own Subjeds. Moreover, 
9 os pom atiother good order have they as touching theſe proviſors whoth they ſend 


the land is al- in perſon with their Armies upon the Jand, which is,that they imploy in that 
ſo a ſtranger, 
r Contartne 


ibid. Prince(asthe Rozrans did)whereby they avoid all faQtions in the Ciey, which 
_ ſure is agreat part of wiſdom. And-undoubtedly againſt civil contention 
they have marvelloufly well provided divers and ſundry other ways, for 
they have no tribunes of rhe people;as they had in Rozve, which partly were 
cauſe of their rutne, But the people at Yerice bear no ſway,neither are called 
C Underſtand tg counſel in any matter !:for all their Officers © be Gentlemen,fave their Se- 
any me © cretaries v.And the greateſt part of their people be ſtrangers. Moreover,the 
weight | 1a the greatert part Of Lnenr p they 
rt: Underſtand underſtand by T. Lies what imperfeQtions were in the ſtate of Ro-e 3 for 
e_e they have his hiſtory,and his body lyeth buried in their Palace at Padua.For 
u TheirChan- theſe reaſons and divers others which T could alledge, I fay yet once agaio, 
—_ _ 5 that they are in the way to be great Lordsintimeto come. 
wot pron - I mutt now declare the cauſe of mine Ambaſlage ro them, which was, to 
may a Gentle- thank therh for the poof atifwers they had made to two Ambaſſadors ſent 
man be Chan hither by che King:and for the good comfort they had giver him,io willing 
cretary,  himupon their word to proceed with his enterpriſe. All the which was done 
lite before hedepartedoutof 7, Atty arrival I difcourſed unto them of the 
atcient league that had been between the Kings of France and them, And 
further,lI offered them Brandis and the Tawn of 0Otrazte, under this conditi- 
oh, that when we delivered them better Towns in Greece, they ſhould be 
' bound ro reftore theſe, They uſed very honourable rerms both of the Kirip 
and his affairs, ſuppoſing rhat he could not entet far into 1raly.And as touch- 
ivg the offer 1 made, they anſwered that they were his friends and ſervants, 
and would not ſell him their friendfhip, (as indeed as yet we bad nor the 
places offered.)Futther they ſaid,thar they badforce ſufficient in a readineſs 
to move war againſt him,ifthey were fo difpoſed, but they would not fo ds, 
notwithſtanding that the Ambaſſador of Naples daily follicited them there- 
unto, and offered them in conſider ation thereof, whatſoever they would de- 
mand, Moreover,King Alphonſe (who then raigned_) confeſſed thar he hall 
many Ways micbehaved lymſelf towardsthem, and declared unto them the 
great danger themſelves fhould be ib,if the King obrained his purpoſe. The 
Turk oh the other fide fent ad Ambaſſador to them With all fpeed, ( whom 
my ſelf ſaw divers times) the which atrhe Popes requeſt threatied them, un- 
leſs they declared themſelves the Kings enemies. They gave every one of 
theſe good. anſwers, notwithſtanding ar the firft they ſtood In no fear 
of us, but laughed at our voyage: and the rather becauſe the Duke of 
Milan fent them word by his Ambaſſador, that they ſhould not trouble 
. themſelves 


ſervice no man of ſuch courage and vertue as way feetn worthy to be their 
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th-rbſ-tves about this enterpriſe: for he would find means to ſend the 

Kiog home withempty hands. The like meſſage ſent he alſo to Peter of edi- 

cirgas himſelf rold me. But when both they and the Duke of 44/ax ſaw all:the: 

Florentines places,elpecially Pi,4 io the Kings hands, they begah to fear and - 

10 conſult how to ſtop him from paſſing further:but their matcers were lovg 

1a debating, and in the mean time while Ambaſſadors pati:d to and fro be-. 

tween them, the King marched forward, The King of Spain in like manner, 

hegan to fear, becauſe of the 1{les of 8ici/y and Sardinia. And the King of Ro- 

21ans envied our Kings good ſucceſs: for divers there were that put him ig: 

doubt of the Crown ;mperial, ſaying; that the Kiog would take it, and had 

r£quitedithe Pope to give him leave ſo to do,but this was moſt untrue. Not- 

withſtanding for theſe doubrs,theſe two Kings ſent honourable'Ambaſlages 

to Venice,l being there,as you have heard, The King of Romarns,becauſc he 

was their neighbour, ſent firſt:the principal of his Ambaſſage was the B ſhop 

of Trent, accompanied with two Knights and a Doctor of the Law; they 

were very honourably ard folemnly received,and their lodgings made and 

furniſhed as mine, Moreover they had ten ducats a day allowed them for 

their diet, and their horſes which they had left behind them at Trevzs, were 

kept upon the Srniories charge.Soon after arrived alſo a worlhipful Kaight EE 

of Sp4in* well accompanied and well apparelled, who was in like manner *, Tie King 

honourably received,and his charges detrayed. The Duke of Milzn,belides thiszolour for 

his Amballador there reſident, ſent thither the Biſhop of Come,and Mr, Fran breach of his 

cis Bernardin Viſcount,all the which began at the firſt to negotiate together F751 *1hb. 

covertly and in tbe night by their Secretaries : for they durſt not as yet 0- cauſe there 

pevly diſcover themſelves againſt the King, eſpecially the Duke of {ilar bows + —_—_ 

aud the Veretians, becauſe they doubted what ſucceſs the league which was ſhould norbe 

M1 communication ſhould have. Theſe Ambaſſadors-of 24/az came to viſit bound to any 

me,and brovght me letters from their Maſter, pretending the cauſe of their 3175 Preps: 

coming to me, for that the Yenetians bad ſent two Ambaſſadors to A4:/arr, Church,&the 

whereas they were wont to have bur one reſident there:no more had they in MPa yr 

the end ; and this was but a colour of their Iyiug, deceit, and falſe dealing : oftheChurch, 

for.they were all aſſembled together to conclude a league ag iin(t the good OTIS 

King, but {o many ſtrings could not be turned on a ſudden. They defired there was 

meafterward (1t I could) to inform them what the cauſe was of the King of that he 

Spains 2nd the King of Rowans Ambaſſadors arrival, tothe end they might [29/9 notre- 

advertiſe their Maſter thereof, But had intelligence already from divers his conqueſt, 

places, both by the ſaid Ambaſſadors ſervants and others, that the Ambaſl- yhe pen 

dor of Spain had paſſ:d through Alan diſguiſed, that the 4/mains governed Crown of Nee 

their attairs wholly by the Duke of Adil/ans counſel and advice, aud that the 7 to apper- 

Amballador of Naples delivered hourly packets of letters from his Maſter, 37 79 vm» 

For you muſt underſtand, that the treaty of their league was begua before ſoughr nor ro 

the Kivg departed from Florence, and I ſpent money largely to have intell1- —_— 

gence of all their doings, and wrought by good inſtruments, fo that I knew force, 

already all their Articles, which were propounded but not agreed upon: | 

for the YVenetians are very long in their reſolutions. For theſe cauſes I ſeeing * 

the league in ſuch forwardneſs, would no longer pretend ignorance thereio, 

but anſwered theſe Ambaſſadors of Alan, that (ith they uſed ſuch ſtrange = 

terms to-meg[ thought good to ſaythus much unto them,that theK. would not _ , 

loſe theD.of 7ilans friendſhip if by any means it might be kept. & that [as his _ 

ſervant would do my duty to my Maſter, and exculc him of the evil reports _ © 

Which peradventure had been made of him to the Duke thcuir Maſter, who l +: +1 
wet! BD3-:- _ thous 7 
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thought was miſinformed:ſaying further,that he ought well to bethiak him- 

ſelf, -before be loſt the recompence of the great ſervice he had done the. 

Kiog:for the Kings of Fraxce were never ingrate;adding alſo,that the ſpeak- 

ing of a fooliſh word ought not to diſſolve their I continuance 

whereof was ſo neceſſary for them both, Wherefore [ deſired them to open 
unto me their griefs,that I might advertiſe the King thereof befote they pro- 
ceeded further:they ſware all unto me and proteſted,that there was no ſuch 
matter 3s | imagined 3 but they lyed, for they were come thither to treat of 
the ſaid league. | : 

The next day I went to the Seniory to commune with them about their 
league,aud to tell them my opinion thereof. Among other things 1 alledg- 
ed, that by the lezgue concluded between the Kiog and them, and the late 
King Lewis his father and them, they might not maintain the one the others 
enemies : wherefore they could not conclude the league now treated of 
without breach of their promiſe. Then they cauſed me to withdraw my ſelfa 
lictle, and at my return the Duke ſaid unto me, that I muſt nor believe all 
that I heard inthe Town: for all men live there 11 liberty,and might ſpeak 
what them liſted;and that as touching then they never meant to enter into 
league againſt the Kiog, neither heard ever ofany ſuch matter : but on the 
contrary fide they ſought to conclude a league between the King,and theſe 
two other Kings and all 7:aly, againſt the Turk, at the common charges of 
them all, ard thatif any in Italy refuſed to pay that he ſhould be rated at, 
the King and they would conſtrain him thereunto by force. Moreover,they 

faid that they travelled to conclude a good peace for the King, to wit, that 
he ſhould receive of Dom Ferrand preſently a ſum of money,which they of- 
fered to lend,ſo that they might have engaged for it, thuſe places in Powille 
which now they poſſeſs, and that the Realm ſhould be held of the King by 
J ns is 2d the Popesconſent 7,and pay him yearly a certain tribute, And further,thae 
*e Ream of he ſhould hold io it three places, and I would to God the King would then 
Naples was havegiven ear to this offer:But 1 anſwered them that I durlt not deal there+ 
_y te 50,becauſe I had no commiſſion por authority ſo to do. Moreover,l defired 
them not to be haſty in concluding this league, becauſe 1 would advertiſe 
the King of theſe their overtures. I required them alſo(as Thad done the o- 
thers)to oper unto me their griefs,and not to diſſemble them as they of 246- 


—— lan had done. Then they told me plaioly that they were grieved becauſe the 
they dealr King held certain of the Popes Towns, but much more becauſe of the Flo- 


io, but they 7220127 places, eſpecially Piſa, ſaying,that the King himſelf had writteo both 
of Ai/m bad unto them and divers others, that he would take nothing in Z'a/y, but the 
nom 979- _ Realm of Naples only,and afterward go againft the Turk:but now it plainly 
ding the appeared that he would conquer all that he could in /taly, and leave the 
French EW Tork in peace, They ſaid further,that the D.of 0r/2as{whom the King had 
o_ zr:ater left behind him in 43) put the Duke of 21a in grear doubt and fear, and 
honour to me that his ſervants uſed marvellous threatning words againſt him, Notwiths 
=_ - x 9, ſtanding they promiſed co conclude nothing before they received auſwer 

11aw  DUTIN G » . . 
mine opinion from the King, at the leaſt not before a convenient time to receive anſwer 


ir was the were expired,and they dealt more honourably with me than they of MGlas 
Printers faulr, 


who for que bad done #. Ofall theſe matters advertiſed the King,and received a cold 
ceulxd:Milan, anſwer from him-from that day forward they brgan daily to afſemble toges- 
woo ple ther, becauſe they knew their enterpriſe to be diſcovered. The Kiog was yet 
for ſure the at Florence, and if he had found any reſiſtance at Yiters ( as they thought he 
ſenſe is much ſhould) they would have ſeat men to defend Rome : yea or if King Ferrand 


had 


berrer thu<-- 
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had not abandoned Rozve, as they thought undoubtedly he would never 
have done:but when they heard of his departure thence they began'to fear. 
Notwithſtanding the Ambaſſadors of theſe twp Kings preſſed them earneſt- 
ly to conclude, faying,that otherwiſe they would depart, for they had been 
there four monerhs daily negotiating with the Seniory, ln the mean time I 
laboured all that might be to overthrow their league. x 

But when the YVenetians ſaw all theſe places yielded, and were alſo advef- 
tiſed, that the King was centred into Naples, they ſent for me, and told me 
theſe news, ſeeming greatly to rejoyce thereat : notwithſtanding they ſaid 
that the Caſtle was very well furniſhed, and I perceived by them, that they 
hoped aſſuredly it would have held good. Moreover,they licenſed the Am- 
baſſador of Naples to levy men at Venice to ſend to Brandis z and they were 
even upon the point to have concluded their league, when ſuddenly they 
received letters from their Ambaſſadors, that the Caſtle was yielded alſo to 
the King. Then they ſent for me again in a morning,and I found fifty or fixty 
of them aſſembled together in the Dukes Chamber, who lay ſick of the Col- 
lick. He told me theſe news with a chearfull countenance, but none of the 
reſt could diſſemble ſo cuncingly as himſelf: f..r ſome of them fate upon a. 
low bench leaning upon their elbows, other ſome after one ſort, and others 
after another; their outward countenances bewraying their inward-grief. 
And TI think verily when word came to Roze of the batteel loſt ar Cannas a- 
gaioſt Hannibal,that the Senators which remained 1n the City,were not more 
a(toniſhed nor troubled than theſe: for none of them once looked upon mez 
none of them gave me one word but the Duke alone ; ſo that I wondered to 
behold them, The Duke asked me if the King would perform that which he 
had always promiſed, both by his letters and by me : I aſſured him that he 
would, and opened certain overtures of peace, and offered my ſelf to travel 
therein, truſting to put them out of all doubt, and ſo departed. 

Their league was as yet neither fully concluded,nor fully broken off; for 
the which cauſe the Almains would needs have departed in great heat.The 
Duke of Milan would not yet condeſcend I wotnot to which of their Arti- 
cles:ootwithſtandiog in the end he ſent word to his Ambaſſadors to ſeal with 
ſpeed to all;and thus at the levgth was their league concluded, During the 
ſpace that theſe praGiſes were thus entertained among them, I had from - 
time to time advertiſed the Kiog of them all, preſſing them earneſtly to re- 
ſolve either to tarry in the Realm, and to make proviſion of greater forces 
of footmen and money; or in time to retire homeward before his enemies 
were all aſſembled, leaving the principalplaces well manned, I advertiſed 
alſo the Duke of Or/eans (who lay in 4ft with his houſhold ſervants only,for 
his company was with the King )of all that was done,willing him'to par men 
intothe Town, and afſuriog him that they would incontinent affail him, 1 
wrote alſo to the Duke of Bowrbor, ( whom the _ had left Regent in 
France) to ſend men to Aſt with all ſpeed poſſible to defend the Town, be- 
cauſe that place being loſt,no aid could come to the Kiog. In like manner f 
advertiſed the Marchioneſs of Moniferrat of all theſe proceedings (who was 
a great friend to us,and deadly enemy to the Duke of Milan )to the end ſhe 
might aid the Duke of Orleans with men, ifneed fo required : for Aft being 
loſt, the Marguiſats of Montferrat and Salnces were allo Joſt. dans __  Y 

Their league was concluded one night very late *,The next morning the league was 
Seniory ſent for me earlier then they were accuſtomed. And when [ was concluded in 


come and ſet down, the Duke told me, that in the honour of cheholy Trini: 327 


ly, 
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ty, there was a league concluded between our holy Father the Pupe, the 
Kjogs of Romans and Caſtile,thew,and the Duke of 44lan,for three purpoſes, 
The firſt,tor the defence of the eſtate of Chriſtendom agaipſt the Turk ; the 
ſecond, for the defence of Ztaly 3 ard the third for the preſervation of their 
own eſtates,whereof he willed me to advertiſe the King. They were afſem- 
bled to the number of a hundred or more, and looked up with cheacſul 
countenances, and fate not as they did the day they advertiſed me ofthe ta- 
king of the Caſtle of Naples, The Duke told me moreover that they had. 
written to their Ambaſſadors that were with the King, to take their leave. 
and to return homegtheir names were Mr. Dominic Loredan and Mr. Dominic 
Treviſan. 1 was marvellouſly troubled with this news, for I ſtood in doubt 
both of the Kings perſon, and.of all his company, ſuppoſing their Army to. 
have been readier than indeed it was, as did themſelves allo. I feared further 
Jeſt the Almains had been at hand; and not without cauſe;for if they had,un- 
doubtedly the King had never departed out of /taly. I was reſolved aot to 
ſpeak much in this heat ; but they ſo provoked me, that I was forced to 
change my mind ; and then I ſaid unto themn, that both the night before and 
divers other times, had advertiſed the King of their Jeague,and that he alſo 
had ſent me word that he had inte}ligence thereof both from Koxe and from 
Milan, They looked all marvellous (trangely upon me,whenl ſaid that I bad 
advertiſed the King thereof the night betore : ſor there is no Nation under. 
the Sun ſo ſuſpicious as they, nor fo ſecret io their affairs, ſo that oftentimes 
they baniſh men upon ſuſpicion only, for the which cauſe 1 ſaid thus much 
unto them, Itold them moreover that I had ſent word thereof both to the 
Duke of Orleans and to the Duke of Boxrborr,, to the end they tight put 
men into Aſt:which wordsI uttered hoping to delay their going thither. For: 
if they had indeed been as ready as they vaunted and ſuppoſed themſelves 
to have been : they muſt needs have taken the Town, for it was unmanned 
both then and long after. Then they told me that they meant not to atiempt 
ought agaiaſt the Kiog,. but only to defend themſelves, adding that they 
would not have him thus to abuſe the world with words, in ſaying that he 
wou!d take nothing but-the Realm of Naples, and afterward go againſt the 
Turk:and,yet do clean contrary,and ſeek to deſtroy the Duke of 44an,and 
the Florentines,and hold allo the places of the Church, Whereunto [| anſwer- 
ed, That the Kings of France had ever inlarged and augmented the dition of 
the Church,and defended it, and that the King my Maſter would rather do 
the like than the contrary. Wherefore theſe(l ſaid)were oot the reaſons that 
moved them to enter into this war, but that they deſired to trouble the e- 
ſtate of aly, thereby to make their own profit, 2s 1a the eod I thought they 
would ; which words they tock inevil part, as afterward | was advertiſed : 
notwithſtanding it appeareth by thoſe Towns in Poville which they have in 
gage of Kipg Ferrand to aid him agaioſt us,that I faid true, Art this inſtant [ 
would have riſen to depart, but they cauſed me to fit down again, and then 
the Duke asked me if I would make any overture of peace, becauſe the day 
before had offered ſo to do,but that was under condition that they ſhould 
have ſtayed the concluſion of their league fifteen days, to the end I mighe 
advertiſe the King thereof,and receive his anſwer thereunto. Our commus 
nication being ended, returned to my lodging, and then they ſent for the 
" Ambaſſadors of the league one after another,avd zs I came forth from them 
I mer with the Ambaſſador of Naples, who wear a fair new Gown,and ſhew- 
ed a chearſul counienance, ſo had he great cauſe to do,for theſe were good 
| news 
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news for him. Aſter dinner all the Ambaſſadors ofthe league accompanied 
with their ſervants met together, at thecharges of the ni the wa- 
ter (which is all the paſtime of was fy they were igll forty boats, 
every Ambaſſidor having hisboat garnf{hed with « hugo his aſt a , 
I faw all this company paſs' underneath} my window-with goodly lod! 
Ard the Ambaſſadors of 6/as(av the lekftpnepttkeg)who had been wont 
very viteg before to bear me compayy,mage a countenance. nojy as ms 
he knew we nd moxe- By hb ſpace days terre Bicicd obvt 5 
lodging, neither any of. my ſexyzuty: gptwithfhang! hat not one man in 
the Town gave ne or ady of mice a fouf word at any dime: The ſame night 
they wade great paſtime with ſquibs, which were A on fire a high in the 
ſteeples atid turrets of the Town, and a number of torches were lightedin 
the top of theſe Ambaſſadors houſes, apd divers peeces of artillery diſcharg- 
ed, I was ing covered barge ppon the water to behold all this triu 
Hour ten of the clock. at 'night,' efpecially before theſt) Armbaſldorb fog 
ings, where.was banquettivg ard great cheir : notwithſtanding this was not 
the great feltiyal day, cn the which their league was proclaimed : for the 
Pope had giverrcommandment that ctheptoclamation (hereof ſhould be de- 
ferred till Pam-ſunday;' and that every one'of the confedera d.Princes 
when it ſhould be proclaimgd, apd the Amibaſſadars that ſhould « preſent 
thereat, (houtd bear initheir hands av olive brarch in:token of pe 
roatederacy, as he ſaid, He'commanded: farther,chat upog that GAY FENG | 
be proclaimeU both'in 8paiz and Almaim. - Morcqver,at Venice thiey1 
Tcaffold of wood, which they raiſed a ext height =o the groune wore 
wife to do tpotrCorpert Pf day; and' jt was Fahy th ed, and qrexched 
from the palace to the a of the-market place bf Sr. F , Upon thisſeaf- 


-Od- - 


FoldCafter the Popes Amballador hid'ſuog Maſs,and given! ful bes rm 
411 men that ſhould be preſenrar the faig: proclamation )-they were 

*tſfiov, rhe Senators aid the Ambaſſadors being all very well ap iralled: 
For unto divers of the ſaid Antbatfidors theSenioty had given ori velvet 
*Gowns, efpecially ro the 4/mainyg, and new Gow, aforo all hi Rrvans, 
:Þtit they were very ſhort;Afeer their r Pe en Rn 4 great 

of Pa Lincs and devices were fone ,"reprefe nlp 

ele Kings and Princes, and the Queer'o ain, 
*beho!ding the fpid Pageants,at a Porphite fone where illichelr prodlamiri- 


#15 are made, They proclaimed the fajd Ieapuie, atd the T urks Atnbaſfador _ 
' heard it, ſtanding cloſer a window, and — His diſpatch, ſaving that PP crore 


3pey ſtayed him to behold this triumph. ith foobon NS bo to talk withitieby 
"TNEans of a certain Greek,angd was \ 
very defirotis that his Prince and th 


Ns Maſi yithlghe enter: together 


[Toto amity.l was twice invited to rhis Fg but Texcuſed my fef. Iremained :- 
"the Towh about a moneth after this' proclamatio being as wel'enter- ' 
ors mp,A « $ngrs my |: 

*feave and departed,being ſafely conveyed by thetd; and upon ther charges 
"-ro'Ferrara where the Duke came forth and receives we,and'fe ViSetDo th 


"tained as'at my firſt arrival. Afterward, rhe Kipg feþ 


-+days,and defrayed me. The like did Mr Jobs de Bentivoteat B A Whither 
the t lorentines ſent for me, 'Wherefore I'departed thenjce ant! wedt'to Flo- 
 Temcezthere to abide the Kings comiog,of whom'l wilt -now retur) HF 


el? C1 
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CHAP, I. 


, Of the order and proviſion the King left in the Realm of Naples at hic return 
| into France. 


=. O continue the better this my Hiſtory,and to ioform you 
a= of all that hapned, I muſt nowreturn to ſpeak of the 
King,who from the time he entred into Naples till his de- 
parture thence,thought only upon ſports,and pleaſures, 
: and thoſe that were about him of their own private pro. 
7 ENS fic and gain : notwithſtanding his young years excuſed 
gmfomRann bim;but on their behalf,no juſt excuſe can be made: for 

| | he committed all his affairs to their government. Aud if 
they had adviſed him to leave well furniſhed io the Countrey at his depare 
ture but three or four.Caſtles only, namely that of Cajetta, and one or two 
more;burt yet the Caſtle of Naples alone(the proviſion whereof he had given 
away as already you have heard) the Realm had never been loſt : for if the 
Caſfle of Naples had been kept;the Town had never revoltcd. So ſoon as he 
underſtood the league above-mentioned to be concluded, he commanded 
his whole forces to repair to him,. and appointed 500 men of Arms, French, 


a Guicelar 'and 2500 Swiſſers3,and a few French footmen for the defence of theRealm, 
faith,theKin 


0 king © determining with thereſt to return home the ſame way he came;but the con- | 


him his Swiſ- federates made preparation to ſtop his paſſage, The King of Spain had ſent 
org vers of and daily did ſend certain CaravelyÞ into Sicily, the which notwithſtanding 
is French | | Mabe? - 
footmen, $00 that they. were but ſlenderly manned, had before the Kings departure, pur 
' French laun-, men, into Reges in Calabria near to Sicily. Thad eftſoors advertiſed the Kin 
—_—— that there they would land ; for the Ambaſſador of Naples had fo ioformAl 
of Arms. me himſelf,ſuppoſing.they had already been landed:bur if the King had ſent 
, FOTEL thicher in time,he had taken the Caſtle;for the Town held for him. Out of 
n ſhips Tveh* 7 , | : 4 
haviog both Siczly:came certain bands alſoto Martia and to Turpia,atl through our own 
fail and 0ar» fault,becauſe we had ſent no forces thither. In like manner the Town of 0- 
ye wn mals traxte in Powille(which had once ſet up the Arms of France)ſeeing the league 
uſed in the . Concluded, and themſelves ſeated near to Brandis and Gallipoli, and no 
= MR - means poflible to levy, men to put into their Town,reared up again the Arms 
of Arragon:and Dom: Frederick being at Brandis,ſent a garriſon thither. To 
be ſhort, fortune began now to frown upon us, which but two moneths be» 
fore ſo higbly had favoured us, in ſuch fort, that through the whole Realm 
they began to revolt, as well becauſe of the league, as a}{o of the Kings de- 


parture,and the ſmall forces he left behind himywhich was nothing ia reſpeR 


of 
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of the number of Souldiers,though divers of the Captains were of great vz- 

Jour, He appointed for his Lievtenant General io the ſaid Realm,the Lord of 
Aontpenſier of the Houſe of Bourbon, a valiant and a hardy Koight,but of no 

great ſenſe,and ſo carelecfs,that he kept his bed every day till noon, In Cala- 

bria he left the Lord of Aubigny, a Scottiſh man born, a vertuous, wiſe, ho- 
nourable,and a valiant Koight,him he created high Conſtable of the Realm, 

aud gave him(as before you have heard )the Earldom of Acri,and the Mar- 

quiſat of Squillazzo. He had made Lord great Chamberſ)ain of the Realm at 
his firſt coming thither,the Seneſchal of Bexcarre,called Stephan de Vers,who 

was alſo Captain of Cajetta, Duke of Nola,and Lord of divers other Seniories. 
Further, all the treature of the Realro paſſed through his hands, ſo that his 
charge was much too weighty for him ; but ſure he was well afteAtrd tothe. 

deferce of the Realm. He created the Lurd Don Julian Torrain 2 Duke,and 

Icft himin the Town of St, Angelo, where he brhived himſclfpsſlng well. He 
leftin Manfredonia Mr, Gabriel of Montfaulcon, a moo of whom he made 
great account 3 and to all theſe he gave gu. d]y poſſeſhons : but this Gabriel 
behaved himſelf very childiſh'y ; for at tour days end he yielded the Town 
for Jack of viuals: notwithſtsnding that at his cotry ivto it he found it very 
well furniſhed 3 beſides that,it was ſeared in a Conntrey abourdiog with all 
kind of grain. Divers ſold all the proviſion they found in the Caſtles,and the 
report went,that this Gabrzelfled himſelf,and !ett William of Vilneufue.tor de» 

fence of the Town, whom his own ſervants fold to Dom Frederick, who put 

hiw into the Gallies,where he remained a long time. At Tarezz#e the King lefc 

George of Snilly, who carried himſelf there very gallantly, and died of the 
plague:and this City held for the King,till famine forced it to yield. In Aquz- 

la he left the Bailiff of Yarry, where he did great ſervice; and in Abruzzo Mr. 

Gracian des guerres,who likewiſe made good proof of his valour there, They 

were all left unfurniſhed of money ; for order was given that they ſhould re- 

celve their pay there, of the revenues of the Crown, but all was too little. 
Notwithſtandicg the King left the Princes of Salern and Biſignan very well 
appointed, who d1d him good ſervice as lopg as they were able. He dealt alſo 
' very bountifully with the Conloznozs:for he granted them all their demands, 

and put above thirty places tato their hands and their friends, which if they 

would have defer. ded for him, as both by duty and oath they were bound, 

they hid done kim great ſervice, and purchaſed to themſelves both honour 

and prefic, For I thiak they were rot ſo highly advanced theſe hundred 

years,as by the King at that time: yet notwithſtanding before his departure 

they began to praGtiſe with his enemies. True it 1s,that they ſerved him in fa- 

vcur ouly of the Duke of 42lan, becauſe they have ever been of the faftion 

Gibilin, but they cught not in reſpe@ thereof to have dealt faithlefly with 

him,who ſo highiy had advanced and pleafured them,not ooly this way but 

divers others. For in their favour he led priſoners with him under guard, the 

Lord Virgil Urſen,a2nd the Earl of Petzllane ©, with divers others of the Urſins c virginiovr- 
their encmics, yea and thar againſt all right and reaſon: for notwithſtanding fn = 
that they were tzkeo priſoners, yet knew the King right well that they had 113. "egy 
a ſafe condudt, the benefit alſo whereof he meant they ſhould enjoy, as hims tbe King only 
ſ-If well declared: for he was determined to lead them no further than 4ſt, P22 "er 
and there to releaſe them. All this did he at the Conlonnois requeſt, and yet depart with- 
before his return to 4ſt they ſhrunk from him, yea they were the very firſt 95 1cav6s 
that revolted, though they could alledge no cauſe that moved thery there- 


unto, 
CHAP, 


288 | The Eighth Book of 


CHAP, 1I. 


How the King departed from Naples,aud Paſſed again through Rome, wherenpor 
the Pope fled to Orviette : of the communication the K ing had with Mozficur 
D Argenton at his return from Venice;how he took advice whether he ſhould 
reſtore the Florentioes places to them or not:and of the Sermons worthy of me- 
#cory of Fricy Jerom of Florence. 


Lo 


T? E Kiog haviog given order for his affairs, as he thought good, put 


a He depart- himſelf upon the way homeward with the reſt of his forces, 2 being 
oy 4 ler (as Iſuppoſe) goo men of Arms at the leaſt (comprehending therein 
May. Anal, the ordinary retinue ofhis houſe)and 2500 $wiſers,ſo that I think the whole 


Franc. Guice Army contained 7000 men takiog pay, beſides the train of the Court, being 


b The King tO the number of 1500 able to do ſervice Þ. The Earl of Petillane who took 
departed Na- the juſt muſter of thew,told me after the battel (whereof you ſhall hear)that 
ples #100.520 the whole force was gcco men. The King marched ſtraight to Rowe,where 
ces, 0 hun- the Pope would not tarry his coming, but was firſt determined to have gone 
ored gentle- tg Padua thto the Venetians dominions,fo far forth that his lod ging was made 


f hy " MOOT . ; 
«va d, abun- there, But afterward he altered his mind:for boththe Venetians and the D.of 


dies launces Af;/an ſent him certain bands of men to Kome,where(though they arrived in 
4 6 $ wang time )yet durſt he not abide;notwithſtandiog that the K.meant him no harm, 
ſand foorinen but would have done him all honour and ſervice,and had allo ſent an Ambaſ- 
Swifſ1* 2 ſadorthither purpoſely todefire him to ſtay. But he retired to Orviette,and 


311; d . » ; 
PREY , and thence to Perouſe,leaving the Cardinals at Rowe to receive the K.who ſtayed 


2 thouland not there ©,neither harmed any man.The K.wrcte unto me that I ſhould meec 
Coco himat Sexe, whither I repaired accordingly, he received me of his goodneſs 


Voloote, ived very graciouſly, and asked me (ſomewhat merrily) whether the Venetians 
at Rome the 9 IC ſtop him upon the way : for his Army couſiſted altogether of 


Nt of June, . 
Ng abode young men, who thought none in the world comparable to themfce]ves. ] an- 


there 99 | {wered, that the S:-niory told me at my departure, in the preſence of one of 
dzyes. 4" his Secretaries named Lourdin,that they and the D,of 44ilar would Put 40000 


Fr rnc * . . . 
4 tor Parma men into the field , not to offend him, but to defend themſelves : adding fur- 
Ir ry Gag '> ther,that they advertiſed me the day I departed from Padua by one of their 
Pere. : for Proviſors,who came with their Army that they ſent agaioſt us,that their fo, 


rhe Vereti3 ces ſhould not paſs a certain river in their dominions near to Parma d called 
duniicrs os (&1:remember )0lye,unleſs he invaded the D.of Ml/an.The ſaid Provifor and 


nor rE-r TO me . , . 
Pp. hdes | g.ye ſ-cret tokens each to other,by the which meſſengets might paſs to and 
or thee tro betwcer: us, ifneed ſhould fo require, to treat of ſome good end : for l 


'7: would bre:k off no overture of peace, becauſe I knew not what might h«p- 
{.* perothe Kmy Maſter. At this our communication was preſent one My, Lew- 


« 


+ 7s Aarcell, whoby the Seniories appointment accompanied me out of their 
6 /*g d: miulons, and governed for that year the Motz where © » Which is a certain 
\owft Meaſure they have: in like manner;certain of the Marqueſs of Aartuas meg, 
vaſed Who Carried money to their Maſter, were alſo pretent at 1f,- but they heard 
4 afrer 
bad piſ | | 
4 * #2, heforethey could have come to Parma. & The French Corre&or readeth it Montweil, called in Irali- 
. .. Hon'e V chir, which is a certain treaſure the Venetians have to pay the thtereſts due unto the ancienreſt cre- 
witars of their Commonwealth, as appeareth in the Book of Donato Granngtti. 


*, 


nog 
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not our talk, From theſe or from ſome other I brought the K.in writing the 
number of their horſemen,footmen, and Eſtradjorsf, and the nzmes of their 
captains: but few of thoſe that were neareſt about him credited my words, 

After the King had repoſed himſelf two daies at Sexe, ar.d well refreſhed 
his horſes and his company, I earneſtly preſſed him to de part:for his enemies 
were not yet aſſembled, and [ feared only the Almains arrival, of whom the 
King of Romans muſtered great force, and levied great ſums of mony for 
their payment. But notwithſtanding all my ſollicitation, the King put forth 
two matters to his Councel vvhich were ſoon debated : the one,whether he 
ſhould reſtore theF/orentines places to them and accept the cffers they made 
for the reſtitution of them being theſe, to pay him the thirty thouſand du- 
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f What theſe 
Eſrradicttes 
were lookafe 
ter Chap. 5, 


cats remaining yet unpaid of the ſum they gave him#; to lend him beſides, 4 They had 


ſeventy thouſand, and to ſerve him as he pafſled out of 1taly with three hun- 
dred men cf arms, and two thouſand footmen under the leading of Maſter 
Fr,Secco, a valiant Knight,and in good credit with the K. My ſelf and divers 
others were of opinion that he ſhould accept theſe conditions, retaining on» 
ly Ligorne in his hands til] his return to 4ft, And if he had ſo done, he might 
have paid his ſouldiers, and reſerved mony enough to have withdrawn part 
of his enemies forces, and then have fought with them. But this reſolution 
took no place 3 for Monſieur de Ligny a young man, coſin german to the K. 
overthrew it, not alleadging any reaſon to the contrary, but only for pity 
of the Piſans. The other point debated was a matter that Mooficur de Ligny 
himſelf cauſed to be propounded by Gancher of Tinteville , and by one of 
the factions of the Senozs, the which deſired the ſaid Mooſieur de Ligny for 
their Captain.For you ſhall underſtand that theſe Semis are ever in diviſion, 


given the K, 
120000 du- 
Ccats,as menti- 
on 15 made 
C:P.9.lib.Fs 


and govern their common-wealth more fondly than any town in Ztaly &. I & The people 


ivg firſt asked wine advice ſaid, that I thought it beſt for the King to 
—_— , and not to buſie himſelf with theſe fooliſh offers 
could not ſtand him in ſtead one week to an end : alleadging further, that 
becauſe this was an imperial town, we ſhould by this means provoke the 
whole Empire againſt us. All the reſt were of the ſame oplnton, yet was the 
clean contrary done : for the Sexois received Monfieur de Ligny for their 
Captain, and promiſed him yearly a certain ſum of mony, whereof he never 
received penny. This fooliſh matter ſtated the King there f1x or ſeven daies, 
during the which ſpace he folaced himſelt with the Dames. Further, he 
I-ft there three hundred of his men diminiſhing his force by ſo much, 2nd 
then removed to Pi/a, paſſing by Poggibonzi a Caltle of the Florentines. 
But they vvhom he left at Seme vvere chaſed thence vvi:chin a moneth 
frer. | : 
= I bad forgotten to tell you how I being at Florence journexying towards 
the King, went with one of the ſtewards of his houſe named Fohr Francois a 
wiſe and diſcreet perſon, to viſit a Frier Jacobin calted Frier Hieronime i, a 
man of a holy life (as all men reported) abidiog in a reformed cuvent where 
he had remained fifteen years. The cauſe why 1 went to commune with him 
was,forthat he had ever preached very favourably on the Kings beh lf , fo 
far forth that his words had ſtated the Floremtines from revolting from us, 
for never Preacher carried ſo great credit in avy city : he had ever aſſured 
them of the Kings coming. whatſoever was ſaid or written to the contrary ; 
affirming that he was ſent of God to chaſtiſe the tyranrs of 1taly,and that no 
force ſhould be able to withſtand him. He preached further that the King 
ſhould come to Piſa and enter into the town, — the ſelf ſame — 
c eltare 


of Sene were 


divided a- 


which wainſt the or- 


der of Monte» 
nove, Which 
held a gard of 
ſouldiers in 
the pallace. 
The Citizens 
promiſed de 
£ igny 20009 
ucats a year, 
to protet 
them againth 
the ſaid Mon. 
tenove, bur 
forthwith af- 
ter the Kings 
departure the 
faction of 
Montenove 
chaſed Ligny 
and his men 
out of the 
tOWn.Cuicciy, 
i This Friers 
ſurname was 
Savanarola, 
who hath 
written many 
goodly Ho- 
milics and 
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eſtate of Florence ſhould be altered as allo it happened : fur the ſame day 
was Peter of Medicis baniſhed the town, Divers other things alſo,foretold he 
long before they hapned , namely the Lord Lawrence of Medicis : all the 
which he ſaid he underſtood by revelation. He preached yet further.that the 
eſtate of the Church ſhould be reformed by the ſword. This is not yet come 
ro paſs, but was very near,and he avoweth (ti!l that it ſha]l be. Many found 
great fault with him, becauſe he ſaid that God revealed theſe things to him, 
but ſome believed him : ſure I for my part account him a holy man, I aiked 
him whether the Kiog ſhould paſs out of taly without danger of his perſon, 
{ceing the great preparation the Veretians made againt bim,whereof he dif- 
courſed perteQtlier than my ſelf that came from thence. ke anſwered me 
that the King ſhould have ſome trouble upon the way, but that the honour 
thereof ſhould be his, though he were accompanied but with an hundred 
men, and that God who had guided him at his coming, would alſo prote&t 
him at his return. Addiog notwithſtanding that becauſe he had not dope du- 
ty in the reformation of the Church, but had ſuffered his men to ſpoil and 
rob the people, as well thoſe that took his part, and voluntarily received 
him into their Cities, as his enemies : God had pronounced ſentence againſt 
him,and would ſhortly ſcourge him. Nevertheleſs he bad me tell him that if 
he would have compaſſion on the poor people, and endeavour himſelf to 
keep his men from doing evi), and puniſh the oftendors(as he was bound by 
office to do)that then God would revoke his ſentence, at the leaſt mitigate it: 
adding thereuntogthat he ought not to think it a ſufficient excuſe, that he in 
his own perſondid no harm, He ſaid moreover that himſelf would go and 
tell the King thus much, and ſo indeed he did, and perſwaded with him to 
reſtore the Florentines places to them. When he ſpake thus of Gods ſentence, 
the death of my Lord the Dax/phine came ſuddenly to my mind, for I ſaw 


[no other thing that could greatly trouble the King. Thus much have I writ- 


ren to the end it may yet more manifeſtly appear, that this voyage was 10- 
deed a meer miracle of God, 


CHAP. HL: 
How the King retained in his hands the town of Piſa, and certain other of the 
Florentines places: and how in the mean time the Duke of Orleans entred on 
the other fide into Novarre, a town of the Dutchy of Milan. 


Fer the King vvas entred into Piſa (as you have heard) all the Piſans 
A both men and vvomen beſought their gueſts for Gods love to make 
interceſſion to the King, that they might no more return under the 
Florentines tyranny, who in truth handled them extreamly; but divers Ci- 
ties in Ztaly that be io ſubjeion to others, are as evil intreated as they : 
belides that, the PJans and Florentinves had: been in wars together the 
ſpace of three hundred years before the Floreetines ſubdued them, Theſe 
Jamentable vvords before mentioned joyned vvith tears moved our men 
to pity, and cauſed them fo far forth to forget the Kings promiſe and oath 


made upon the altar of Saint Feb at Florence, that all forts of men buſted 


themſelves in this matter , even the poor Archers and the Swiffers, who 
alſo threatned thoſe that they thought perſwaded the King to perform his 
promiſe, namely the Cardinal Saint Halo, fo often before named, general 
of Languedoc, vvhom my ſelf heard an Archer threaten, There were in 


like manner that gave very rough language to the Marſhal of Gze. The Pre- 
ſident 
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ſident C3nmay by the ſpace of three daies and more, durſt not lie in his lodg- 


ing. But the Earl of L 7gny above all the reſt favoured the Pans cauſe, yvho 
| came in troops v veeping end Jamenting to the King,in fuch ſort thatvve all 


pi-ied them, ard vvould willingly have relieved them,it it had lien io us fs 
ro do, One day after dinner, forty or fifty gentlemen of the Kings houſe aſ- 
ſembled themſelves together, and went with their partiſans into the Kings 
chamber, where he was playiog at tables with Mounſteur de Piemnes, accom- 
panied only with two Grootns of his chamber. One of theſe gentlemen ſon 
to Sallezard the elder, ſpake as mouth of the reſt to the King, deſiring him to 
be a gracious Lord to the Piſans,and accuſing certain of thoſe lately named 
astraitors to him; But the King with fo ſtout language commanded them to 
depart, that after, the like never happened, The K, ſpent ſix or ſeven daies 
needlef]y in the town of Pi/a,and then changed the garriſon,and made Cap- 
tain of the Cittadel one Emtrapner, a man of lewd conditions, ſervant to the 
Duke of Orleans, vvuhom he thus preferred by Monſieur de Lignys fute, and 
teft vvith him in the ſaid Cittadel certain footmen of the Dutchy of Berry, 
Further, the ſaid Entragues procured ſuch friendſhip (I ſuppoſe by his mo- 
py) that he was alſo made Czptain of Petroſante,and of another place near 
to it called Mortron*, and inlike manner of Librefato, which is near to La- « The French + 

ues. The Caſtle of Serzare being very ſtrong, was put at the requeſt of the cone ſup- 
{aid Earl of Ligny,into the hands of a baſtard of Roxſſz,and another place cal- ould be Me- 
led SerzZanele, into the hands of another, being both his own ſervants. In A EN 
theſe places the King left a great part of his forces: notwithſtanding that he Glfaftern 
ſhall never have ſuch need of men, as he had at that time, Moreover, he refu- <p: 14+ cal- 
ſed the Florentines aid and offers above-mentioned, and drave them into ut- _ —_— 
ter deſpair. Yet was he advertiſed before his departure from Sewe,that the D, hath ic Mu. © 
of Orleans (whom he had left behind himin 4) * had taken the city of No- 5 
varrein the Dutchy of Milan, and therefore was well aſſured that the Yere- of bs nag : 
1:ans would declare themſelves his enemies: for they ſent him word that if immediately 
he invaded the Duke of 44/aw, they would aid the Duke with their whole ar ry 
force, according to their lezgue Jately mace, and their force was great and ſea ar rg 
in a readineſs, Now you ſhall underſtand that preſently upon the concluſion !! fick - hn 
of their league, the D. of Mila#thought to have ſurprized 4f?, ſuppoſing to io to.4jt: 
find it utterly unmanned : but my letters had haſtned the forces that the D, nd paſſed no 
of Bourbor: ſcnt thither,and the firſt that arrived were about forty launces of r_ ——_ 
the Marſhal of Gies company, which had tarried behind in France;and came ——— 
thither in good time. Soon after them: arrived allo five hundred footmen, c#I0e5, 99:4” 
ſent thither by the Marqueſs of Sa/xce, The coming of the which ſtaied the Dubefor. 
D.of Milans forces led by Mr.Galeas of St. Severin, vyho hearing theſe news 7912 into v-- 
retired to Nozz, a Caſtle of the Dutchy of 4Slaz, two miles from 4ft. In the ** ann 
neck of theſe arrived alſo three hundred and fifry men of arms, and certaip 

gentlemen of Dax/phine, and two thouſand Swiſſerr, with certain frank ar- 

chers of the ſaid country of Daxlphine, ſo that their whole number vvas 7500 

men taking pay. But they lingred ſo long upon the way, that they ſerved 

not tothe purpole they were ſent for, For the K, ſent for them to come and 

ſuccour him,but inſtead of aiding him he vvas forced to aid.them. The K, 

had alſo given commandement to the D. of Orkans and his Captains not to 

attempt any thing againſt the D, of A4i/an, but only to defend the town of 

Aſt,and to meet him at the river of Theſtr to help to convey him over it , for 

that was the only river to trouble him. But notwithſtanding all that the King 

writ to the D,of Orleans,this enterprize of Novarre(which is but ten leagues 

CC 2 from 
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from lan) liked him ſo vvell ,that he vvas contented to give ear thereun: 
to, and was received into the City in great triumph both of the Gnelphs and 
Gibellines, which his exploit the Marchioneſs of 44ontferrat greatly further- 
ed, The Caſtle held two or three dates and then yielded alſo. But it in the 
mean time the Duke had gone or fent to 44;lan ( where he had good inte!- 
lIigence) he had been received into the town with greater joy, than ever he 


vvas into his Caſtle of Blojs, as divers of the nobleſt men of the country have | 


ioformed me. And the three firſt daies he might have gone thither in ſafety, 
for vvhen Novarre vyas takengthe D,of AfGlans vyhole force lay yet at Now 
near to Aſt,and returned not to 44lar till the fourth day after, But I ſuppoſe 
the Duke believed not all the intelligence he received thence, 


CHAP. IV, 

How King Charles paſſed divers dangerous ſtraights in the Mountains between 
Piſa and Serzane « how the town of Pontreme was burned by his Almains, 
and how the Duke of Orleans behaved himſelf in the mean time at No- 
VIaIre, 


OU have heard already of the Kings departure from Sexe to Piſa, 
and of all that he did at Piſa. Thence he removed to Laques, vvhere 
the Citizens honorably received him,and there he abode two daies. 
After he marched to Petro/anFe(which Entragues held) making no account 
of his enemies, neither himſelf nor thoſe that carried all the credit with him, 
He paſſed marvellous ſtraights inthe mountains between Lxques and Petro- 
ſan#e, which a handful of footmen might eafily have defended agaiuſt him: 
but our enemies were not yet aſſembled.Near to the ſaid Petroſane is the 
ſtraight of Seire on the one ſide, and the ſtraight of Rof#az!le on the other, 
being: great deep ſalt mariſhes, where we were forced to paſs over a narrow 
way, like to a cauſey ina ſtanding pool: and this was the ſtraight that be- 
tween Piſa and Pontreme I moſt feared,and which was reported to be mcit 
dangerous: for one cart ſet oyerthwart the way with two good pieces of ar- 
tillery, and but a handful of men, might have topped our paſſage, had our 
force been never ſo great. From Petro/aniZe the King removed to Serzane, 
wheres the Cardinal Saint Peter ad Vincula offered ro make Genxa revolt,and 
deſired to have ſome part of the Kiogs forces ſent thither, The matter was 
debated by the Kipgs Councel, my ſelf being preſent at it in the company 
of a great many wiſe men and good captaios : all the which concluded, that 
no ear ſhould be givento this enterpriſe, becauſe if the King obtained the 
victory,Genua would yield of it ſelf; and if he were overthrown,it could do 
him no ſervice : and this was the firſt time that I perceived any of them to 
doubt the battle. Report was made to the King of our reſolution ; yet not- 
withſtandiog thither he ſent the Lord of Breſ;,afterward Duke of Savoy, the 
Lord of Bea#mornt, the Lord of Polignac my Brother ia law, and the Lord of 
Ambejou of the houſe of Amboiſe, with lixſcore men at arms,and five hundred 
croſs-bow men newly come out of France by Sea. But I wondred that fo 
young a Prince had no truſty ſervants about him, that durſt boldly tell him 
into how greatdanger he put himſelf by diminiſhing his force afcer this ſort: 
for as touching me, methought he believed not all that I ſaid. 

We had a ſmall army upon the ſea returning from Nap/es,under the leading 
ofthe Lord of Myolens, governour of Daulphine, and one Stephan de Neves 
of Montpellier, They were in all about eight Gallies, and failed to __ 

an 


GEES GEES ok a as as ab @ a On Ea 


Philip de Commines. 


and Repalo, where at this preſent they were all defeated and led priſoners to 
Genza, in the ſelf ſame place where he had vanquiſhed King A/phonſes forces 
at the beginning of this voyage, avd by the ſelf ſame men that took part 
with us at that battle, namely Maſter John Lewis de Fliſco, and Maſter Johr: 
Adorne : but if the matter had been well ordered, they ſhould have been 
with the K.and all little enough. The Lord of Breſs and the Cardinal above- 
mentioned, went and lodged in the ſuburbs of Gena , ſuppoſing that their 
faction within the town vvould have riſen in their tavour. But the Duke of 
Milan and the Adornes that governed the Towo, and Maſter John Lewis de 
Fliſco (a wiſe Knight) had given fo good order to prevent this miſchief, that 
our men were in great danger to be defeated here alſo, as the others were 
before upowythe Sea:for their number was ſmall,and had it not been becauſe 


the faQtion that ruled at Genua durlt not iſſue forth of the town, for fear. 


leaſt the Fonrgouſes ſhould rebel and ſhut the gates upon them, undoubtedly 
they had all been ſlain ; for this notwithſtanding they were 1n great diſtreſs 
upon the way as they retired to Aſt: beſides that,they were not at the battle 
vvith the K. yvhere their ſervice might have ſtood himin good ſtead. From 

Serzane the K. marched to Poxtrezze, through the vyhich he vyas forced to 
paſs, becauſe it is the very entry into the mountains, The Town and Caſtle 
vvere vvell fortified, and the ſeat of them marvellous ſtrong, but vvithin 
them vvere not above three or four hundred tootmen ; for if they had been 
well manned.they had been impregnable, Wherefore FrierJeroms propheſie 

proved true, vvhich was that God would lead the King by the hand,till he 
were out of danger : for it ſeemed his enemies were blinded and berefe of 
their wits, in that they defended not this trait, To the ſaid place of Poxtreme 
the K, ſent his vaward led by the Marſhal Gie, accompanied with Mr, Fohn 
Fames of Trevonl, whom the King had received into his ſervice at Naples after 

K.Ferrandes departures thence, vvith whom he was then inpay : he vvas a 

gentleman of A4;/a#;, of a good houſe, a good Captain, a very valiant man, 

and great enemy to the D. of Milan: for he was baniſhed by him when King 
Ferrande received him into his ſervice, By the ſaid Mr. Johz: Fares his means, 
the place yielded immediately without battery, and the garriſon that yvas 

within it departed. Burt a great inconvenience hapned there:for (as before is 


mentioned) when the D.of Milan paſled laſt that way, they of the town, and 


certain of our Swiſſers fell at variance (of whom about 40 at that time were 
ſ}ain) for revenge whereof, the ſaid Sw#ſſers at this preſent (Hotwithſtanding 
the compoſition) flew all the men they found in thetowo, ſpoiled it, and 
burnt both vicuals and all that vvas vvithin it, and about ten alſo of them- 
ſelves being drunk, neither could the Marſhal Gie by any means make them 
to retire. They beſieged the Caſtle alſo , meaning to have done the like to 
thoſe that were withio it,beiong the ſaid Mr. JobnJames of Trevonles ſervants, 
whom he had put into it when the garriſon of theenemies yielded it,neither 
vyould the ſaid Almains depart thence till the King himſelf ſent to them. It 
vvas great pity that the town vvas thus deſtroyed, both becauſe of the diſho- 
nor vve received thereby, and alſobecaule there was great plenty of victu- 
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als within it, vvhercof yve vverealready in great diſtreſs*, notwithſtanding , _, 

. 4 The cauſe 
that the people were no where againſt us, ſave only the people of the coun- of their lack 
try near to Poxtreme,becauſe of the harms yve did there. Now to proceed,if was on bar- 
the King would have followed the ſaid Maſter John Famer his advice,divers (£30415 of the 
places of the Duchy of Alan vvould have yielded,and divers gentlemenot 
the country have revolted tohim : for he gave him counſel to rear up. in 
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every place the young Dukes arms, whm the Lord Lodovic held in his 
hands, being ſon to John Galegs the Duke that laſt died at Pavia, as before 
you have heard. But the Kiog refuſed ſo todo, for the favour he bare to 
the Duke of Orleans, who pretended and doth yet pretend title to the ſaid 
Dutchy, Thus marched the King beyond Pontrexee, and lodged in alittle 
valley near toa village that had not ten houſes in it 3 the name whereof [ 
know nct. There he abode five daies upon no occaſion, his army beiog al- 
moſt feomiſhed, ard his battle lyiog 3o miles behind his vaward in the midſt 
of huge aud ſharp Mountains, over the which ſuch greatCanvons and Culve- 
rios paſied then, as never had paſſed before. For Duke Galess in his time 
conveyed over but tour Faulcons, weighing not paſt five hundred pound a 
piece, which vvasa great wonder in thoſe dates. 

I muſt now return to the Duk of 0r/eans,who after he had taken the Ca- 
ſtle of Nowarre, ſtayed there a few dates to no purpoſe,and then went to Vi- 
geſue, near to the which were two little Towns that ſent unto him, offering 
to receive him, but by wiſe advice he refuſed their offer. They of Pavia lent 
alſo twiceto him to the ſame end, and them he ſhuuld not have refuſed. 
Moreover, he marched in order of battle before the ſaid town of Yigeſwe, 
vyhere the Duke of 17lans vvhole. force lay, being led by the two bre- 
thren of Saint Severin, fo often above-named. The town is hardly fo 
good as Saint Martin de-Cande, vvhich is not worth fix pence. My ſelf arri- 
ved there uot long after, at vvhich time the Duke ot Milan being there 
with certain of his Captains, ſhewed me the place vvhere both the Armies 
had ſtood in order of battle hard by the town and within the town. Aud if 
the Duke of Orleans had marched but an hundred paces further , they had 
retired beyond the river of Thefi: , for they ſtood hard by the Rivers ſide, 
and had built a great bridge of Boats over it, Moreover, | ſaw them at my 
being there, beat down a great bulwark- of earth vvhich they had made on 
the other ſide of the River to defend the paſſage; whereby it appeared 
that they vvere fully minded if the Duke had marched forward, to aban- 
don both the Town and Caſtle,which had been much to their diſadvantage, 
This is the place vyvhere the Duke of A4/ar uſeth moſt to refide, and ſure 
it is ſeated in the pleaſanteſt Country for all kind of paſtime, eſpecially 
hawking and huntiog, that ever I ſaw. But peradventure the Duke of Orle- 
ance thought the place ſtrong vvhere his enemics lodged, and himſelf to 
have paſled far enough : wherefore he retired to Trecas, the Lord whereof 
(who had charge under the Duke of 24:/an ) and my ſelf communed toge- 
ther of theſc affoir a few daies after. Tothe ſaid town of Trecas certain of 
the principal of 43a: ſent tothe Duke of 0r/eans, promiſing to receive him 
Intothe town, and offering for performance thereof, to deliver their Chil- 
dren in hoſtage, Which their enterprize they might eaſily have executed, 
as divers of great authority being then vvithin the town and acquainted 
vvith all theſe practices have advertiſed me : ſayivg that the Duke of 2:lar 
could not have found men enough to have defended the Caſtle of A1/az 
for him, becauſe both nobles and people deſired the deſtruction of this 
houſe of Sforce. The Duke of Orleans alſo and his men have informed me 
of theſe pratices above-mentioned, but they had no great aftance in thoſe 
that negotiated with them , and they'lacked a man that underſtood theſe 
affairs better than themſelves : whereunto I alſo add, that the ſaid Dukes 
Captains were not all of one opinion as touching this enterprize. With the 


Duke of Milans forces joyned two thouſand A4lmains : vvhom the King of 
c Romans 
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Romans fent thither, and a thouſand Dutch horſemen under the leading of 
Maſter Frederick Capelare, born in the county of Ferette, Their arrival fo 


much encouraged Maſlter Galegs and his Company , that they went before 


Trecas to preſent the battle to the Duke of Orleans, vyho refuſed it (not- 
withſtanding that his force were greater than theirs) becauſe his Captairs as 
I ſuppoſe vvould not hazard the battle, feariog leaſt the loſs thereot ſhould 
be the Kings deſtruction, of whom they could hear no news, becauſe the 
paſſages were all ſtopped ; wherefore they retired to Navarre, giving no 
order for their proviſion of victuals, no not for the preſervation of the ſtore 
they had within the town already, much leſs for any new ſupply , whereof 
notwithſtanding they might plentifully have been furniſhed at that time in 
the Country about without mony, vvhereas afterward they were greatly 
diſtreſſed through their own folly. To conclude, their enemies came and 
lodged within half a league of them, 


| CHAP. V. 

How the Kings great Artillery paſſed the mounts Appenines by the Almains belp - 

of the danger the Marſhal of Gie was in with his vaward, and how the King 
arrived at Forgove. 


this ſide Portreme five dates together, in great dilireſs of Victuals, 
Our Almain:s did there one great piece of ſervice : for thoſe that 
committed the foul fault at Pontreme above-mentioned , fearing that they 
had thereby procured themſelves the Kings indigoation for ever, came and 
offered to pats the Artillery over theſe monſtrous waies in the Mountains, 
for ſo may Iterm them, becaule they were ſo high and ſteep that there lay 
no beaten way over them. I have ſeen all the higheſt Mountains both of 7- 
taly and Spain, which undoubtedly are not comparable to theſe, The 4/- 
mains made this offer upon condition that the King would pardon their 
fault, which he promiſed to do. We had fourteen great and maſlic pieces of 
Artillery, and immediately after we were out of the Valley,we mounted up 
' ſuch a marvellous ſteep and upright Hill,that our Mules could hardly climb 
up to it. But theſe A/wains coupled themielves two and two together with 
ſtrong cords, and drew a hundredor two at a time, and when one compa- 
ny was wearied a freſh ſucceeded. Beſides this, all the horſes appointed for 
© conveyance of the Artillery helped them, and every man of the Kings houſe 
that had aoy train, lent a horſe to convey it over with the more ſpeed : but 
had it not beenfor the Almains, the horſes would never have paſſtd it over. 
To ſay the truth they conveyed over not the Artillery only, but the whole 


dd OU have heard how the King upon no occaſion lay in a valley on 


army for had it not been for them there could not a man have paſſed. Bur © 


it is no marvel if they drew with good courage, becauſe thereby they paſ- 
{ed as well themſelves as us, whereof they were no leſs defirous than vye. 
They did much harm[T confeſs, but their good ſervice far ſurmounted their 
evil deeds, The greateſt difficulty was not to draw vp the Artillery , for 
when they were at the top of the Mountain , they might behold a great 
deep Valley underneath, for the way is ſuch as Nature hath made it, and by 
Art it was never holpen. Wherefore undoubtedly the difficulty was much 
greater in conveying the Artillery down than in drawing it up; for both 
horſes and me: were forced to draw countermount at the tail of every piece: 
beſides that, carpenters or ſmiths were continually working upon them, for 

when 
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when a piece fell,great trouble it was to hoiſe it up 2gain.Many gave advice 
to break all the great artillery,but the K.would in no wiſe agree thereunto. 

The Marſhal of Gze who lay with our vaward thirty miles before us, preſs 
ſed the King to wake haſte : but it was three dates before we could joyn 
vvith him. The enemies Camp lay directly in his face vvithio halfa league of 
him, who in mine opinion ſhould have had a good booty if they had affailed 
him. Afterward he lodged in the village of Forzove to keep them from aflail- 
iog us in the mountaios, for the which purpoſe the village ſerved well, be- 
cauſe it is at the foot of the mountains, and the very entry into the plain, 
Notwithſtanding we had a better protector than him, I mean God, who put 
another conceit into our enemies heads: for ſo great was their covetouſneſs 
that they reſolved to tarry us in the plain , to the end none of us ſhould e- 
ſcape, ſuppoſing if they had aſſailed us in the mountains, that we would re- 
tire to Piſa and the Florentines places that we held. But therein they were 
much deceived, for we were too far from thoſe places ; beſides that, if our 
force and theirs had joyned and fought, they might have purſued as faſt as 
we could have fled, eſpecially knowing the Country better than we : hi- 
therto1n all this voyage we had no war ©, but now it begao.For the Marſhal 
of Gze advertiſed the Kiog that he was paſt the mountains, and had ſent 
forty light horſe to give an alarum to the enemies Camp thereby to diſco» 
ver their ations, who were incontinent encountred by the Eſtradiots#, the 
which ſlew a gentleman of ours named /e Bexf,and cut of his head, and hupg 
it at one of their launces,and carried it to their Proviſors to receive a ducat 
for it. Theſe Eſtradiots are ſouldiers like to the Turks Janizaries,and attired 
both on foot and horſeback like to the 7#rks, ſave that they wear not upon 
their head ſuch a great roul of linnen as the Txrks do, called Tollibarr, They 
are rough ſouldiers, for both they and their horſes keep the fields winter 
and ſummer, They were all Greeks come from the places that the Venetians 
hold there, ſome from Naples,* in the country of 2forea,ſome out of Albany, 
and ſome from Dxras. Their horſes are excellent good, for they are all 
Turkiſh. The Yemetians uſe their ſervice much and truſt them well.l ſaw them 
all when they landed at Yerice, and muſtered in an {Je wherein the Abbey 
of Saint Nicholas ſtandeth : they were to the number of fifteen hundred, and 
are valiant men, and trouble an army exceedingly with their alarums when 
they are diſpoſed ſo to do, Theſe Eftradiots followed the chaſe even to the 
Marſhals lodging, and entred into our A/#:ains camp , of whom they ſlew 
three or four, and carried their heads away with them, for ſuch is their man- 
ner, Becauſe when the Yenetians were in war with the Turk Adahomet Ot- 
thomean this Turks father that now reigneth , he commanded his men to take 
no priſoners, but gave them a ducat for eyery head , and the Yenetians did 
the like, which manner I think they now uſed, the more to terrifie us, as in- 
deed they did, But the ſaid Eſtradiors were no Jeſs daunted themſelves with 
our Artillery : for one faulken ſhot ſlew one of their horſes, whereupon they 
retired incontinent, for they underſtood not the feat of Artillery : but in 
their retreat, they took a Captain of our A/mains priſoner, who was mount- 
ed on horſeback to ſee if they retired, He was ſtricken through the body 
with a launc*, for he was unarmed. He was a wiſe fellow, and they led him 
tothe Marqueſs of Mantua General of the Yenetiars army , beiog ther ac- 
companied with his uncle the Lord Rodolph of Mantra, and the Earl of Coj- 
azze Captain of the Duke of Milans torces: who knew this Captain that was 


taken very well, Now you ſhall uaderſtand that our enemies whole force 
wag 
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was abroad in order of battle%;at the leaſt all that was aſſembled:for all their *For they 
forces were not yet come together,notwithſtandiog that they,had lien there RE. 
eight daics making their multers ſo that the King had leiſure enough to have camp wirh 
returned into France without all davger, had it not beenfor the long abode - rang 
he made to no purpoſe 1n the places above rehearſed. But God had other- Marijhal. 
wiſe diſpoſed of this buſineſs, | Dae 2 
The ſaid Marſhal feariog to be aſſailed, encamped upon the mountain, 

| having with him onely cightiſcore men of Arms and eight hundred Almains,  _ 

as he told me himſclf: and as touching us we could not have ſuccouted him, 1; .. 

for it way a day and a half after before we could joyn with him becauſe of + 

Our artillery *, The King lodged by the way at two young Marqueſles hou- «Underftand 
ſes, Our vaward lay upon the hill in great fear waitipg hourly when their e- iv Gartne 
nemiecs (who ſtood in order of battle, a pretty way from them in'the plain) lodged, upoa 
would aſfail them, But God who alwaies manifeſtly declared that he would 5 mountain, 
| 7 arr Seay” TIET nor after his 
preſerve the company, took away our enemies ſenſes from them; for the 61 arrival 
Earl of Cajazz? asked our Almain vyho it vvas that led this vaward, and there: for 
how great the force was, for he knew our number better than our ſelves, Eon nrt 
becauſe he had been with us all the ſummer. The A/#:4iz made the force three daies 
great, and reported them to be three hundred men of arms,and fifteen hun- aac —_— 
dred Swiſfers : whereunto the Earl] anſwered that he lied, alleadging that In him;as he ſaid 
the whole army were but three thouſand Swiſſers, and that it was unlike we 3 little before, 


vvould ſend the half before vvith the vaward. Then this Al-2ain was ſent 


PT 


they durſt rot fight : but others ſaid that if thisvaward were defeated, 'the 
King muſt of neceſlity be taken: notwithſtandiog in the end they agreed all 
to tarry usin the plaio , truſtiog that riot one of ug ſhould eſcape, /All thisT 
underſtood by the parties themſelves aboyenamed :. for after the battle vve 
and they met together,and the Marſhal of Gie and my ſelf had great commu- 
nication with them about theſe affairs,'Thus they retired into enelr Cap aye 
ing well aſſured that within a day or two the K., would paſs the mountains 
and lodpe in the village of Fornove. Inthe mean time all the reſt of their 
forces arrived , and we could not paſs but hard before them: ' fo ſtraight 
and narrow was the way. When we came down the mountains we beheld the © 7 
champain country of Lombardy,which is the pleaſanteſt,beſt,and fraicfulleft. -./c: 4 i--; 
ſoil in the world,But notwithſtandiog I call it champain , yet js it veryrtrou-- © 
bleſom for horſemen, becauſe it is full of ditches like tb Flanders, yea fuller ©... 
I think:but withal it is much pleaſanter and plentifuller both of good corn, :-- + 't - 
good wines,and fruits,for their grounds bear every year. We wererightglad | 
to behold it, becauſe of the great famine and penury we had ſuftainedio our - 2s 
journey ever ſince our departure from Laques, But out artillery tired us.ex- © ©? 
ceedingly as we came down the hill, ſo ſteep and painful was the way.- Our 
enemies camp was well furniſhed ofents and pavillions,which made it ſhew 
marvellous great and ſure ſo was it : for the Venetians had performed their . 
promiſe made to theK.by me,which was that they and theD.of 24a would 
| put 
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ut forty thouſand men into the field, at the leaſt if they performed it not 
Fully, they failed nor much thereof : for in this army vvere five aud thirty 
f Thatisto thoufand taking pay, four parts of five being of Saint Mark. 
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- brug They vvere at the leaſt two thouſand men of arms barded, every one of 
nice, which them accompanied with four men on horſeback, bearingCroſs-bows or ſome 
_—_ Sant other weapon?, their Eſtradiots and light borſemen , vvere to the number 
their patron. Of five thouſand , the reſt were footmen, and they lodged in a ſtrong place 
gHe ſaid 46.7. yyell fortified, and vvell furniſhed with artillery. 


—_—_ The King came down the mountain about noon, and lodged in the village 


in.inthis, of Fowrmove, upon ſunday being the fifth of July, the year 1495, We found 
goo 69:12: io the village great plenty of meal,vvine,and provender for horſes, brought 
ens wen of | thither by 4 people of the country, vvho received us friendly every where 
pe. (for rio honeſt man did them harm) and victualed us with bread and vvyine 
ph 01 nabvs but* and foe fruit, vvhereby they ſomewhat caſed the army: but their bread 
note that this yyas little and black,and they ſold it dear, and three parts of their wipe was 
o_ 1:9 here, Water, My ſelf cauſed ſome of their viftuals to be-bought for me, whichnot- 
was contrary withſtanding I durſt not taſte of, becauſe we ſuſpeQed they meant to poiſon 
tq the ancient 14c. { that atthe firſt no man durſt adventure to eat of them ; and the ſuſpi- 


gee ye cion increaſed, becauſe two Swiſſers were found dead in a Scllar, having 
they djd Ate drupk themſelves to death, or taken cold after they had drunk. But before 
- + ng midoight the Horſes began firſt to feed,and afterward the men,and then we 
| refreſhed our ſelves vvell.I muſt hear ſpeak ſomewhar in honour of the 114- 
lian nation,becauſe we never found in'all this yoyage that they ſought by 
poiſon to do us harm, yet if they wotld, we could hardly have avoided ir, 
We arrived at Fornove (as you have heard) upon ſunday at noon, The Kiog 
lighted and ate and drank a little, to refreſh himſe]f, but a number of gen- 
tlemeo there were that hardly could get a morſe] of bread, for there vvas 
ſmall ſtore of other victuals than ſuch as we found in the place,whereof till 
midnight (as before you have heard) none of us durſt taſte, 
Immediately after dinger, certain of their Eſtradiots came and pave us a 
fipb dlarumeveo withio our camp. Our men were as yet unacquainted with 
thew, for the which cauſe all our army came forth into the field in very 
good; order,and in three dattles,vaward,battle,and rereward,the one being 
not above a bowls caſt from the othier,ſo that each of them might with ſpeed 
have ſuccoured the other : but in the end this hot alarum proved nothiog, 
whetefore we returned to our lodging. We had a few tents and pavilions, 
and.our cawp lay io lepgth advancing it ſelf towards theirs : beſides chat, 
there was a vyood through which the enemies might come under covert al- 
þ The Kings motto us*, by means whereof twenty of their Eſtradiots might eaſily give 
pp at us alarum at all times, and fo I warrant you they did, for they Jay continu- 
ng (allows ' *223i"x | X | : 
and willows, Ally at the end of our camp, We encamped in a valley , between two little 
or __ hills /,chrough the which ran a river,that a man may eaſily paſs over on foor, 
; Aron ſear unleſsit bappen to ariſe, as it doth often upon a ſuddenin that country, but 
of both the the, waters tarry not long, the rivers name is Tarro. All the ſaid valley is gra- 
camps read. yel and great ſtone, very troubleſome for horſemen, and not above a quar- 
ter ofa league broad, Upon the hill on the right hand lay our entenier(hiek- 
1y "ph eague BL ſothat we were forced to paſs juſt before them, 
» Gar ex,runpipg between us : for notwithſtanding that on the back fide of 
'the but n.the left hand (underneath the whioh we eocamped) there lay a- 
nother way that we might have taken , yer would we not ſo do, leaſt we 


ſhould ſeem to flie, but encamped in the valley at the foot of the ſaid hill, 
in 
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in the face of our enemies, Thoſe in our camp that were of the wiſer ſort be- 
g30 Dow to fear, in ſuch ſort, that about two daics before, they had defired 
me to go and parl with the enemies, taking one with me to view them, and 
to number how great their force was, 1 was [oath to tzke this journey upon 
me, becauſe without ſafe condud I could not go in afety, Wherefore I an- 
{wered that both at my departure from Yerzce, and the ſame night alſo that 
I arrived at Padwa,l was entred into good intelligence with their proviſors, 
ſo that I thought they would not refuſe to commune with me in the mid- 
way between both the Armies: but it I ſhould offer my (clfto go to them I 
ſhould thereby too much encourage them; adding further, that this matter 
was moved too late. Notwithſtanding, the ſelf ſame ſunday that the King ar- 
rived at Fornove, [| writ to their proviſors (one of the which was named Mr. 
Lagues Piſan, and the other Mr. Melchtor Treviſan) deſiring them that under 
fafe conduct, one of them would come and parle with me, according to 
their offer made at our departure from Padxa (as before you have heard.) 
They anſwered that they would willingly have ſatisfied my requel? , if the 
war had not been begun upon the D. of lan - notwithſtanding, they pre- 
miſed that one of them (whether of the twain ſhould be appointed) would 

come into ſome place inthe midway to commune with me if we ſo thought 

good; which anſwer I received the ſame ſurday at night:but thoſe that had 

all the credit with the King, made no account thereot, As touching my ſelf, 
I durſt not take too much upon me, nor prels the matter too earneſtly, leaſt 
they ſhould charge me with cowardiſe:: wherefore I waded no further io it 
that night; notwithſtanding, that I would with all my heart have helped 
ys King and bis army out of that ſtraight, if I might have done it without 

anger. 

About midnight the Cardinal of Saint Halo, whoſe pavilion was hard by 
mine,told me as he came from the Kiog , that we ſhould depart the next 
morning by break of day,and that theKing would command a cannon to be 
ſhot into the enemies camp as we paſſed along by them,to fignifie that he was 
there ready to preſent thembattle , and ſo marched forward without any 
more adoe.And I ſuppoſe that this advice proceeded from the Cardinal him- 
ſelf, as a man unable to talk of the wars, neither underſtanding what they 

eant,Bur'it had been requiſite that the K,ſhould have aſſembled the wiſeſt 
men and beſt captainsin his army,to debate ſo weighty a matter as this was, 
And yet perhaps that ſhould have beeo but to ſmall purpole neither 3 for I 
ſaw many matters debated in this voyage, the which were executed clean 
contrary to the reſolution.I anſwered the Cardinal that if we approached fo 


near them; as to ſhoot into their camp, undoubtedly men would ifſue forth. 


on both fides to the skirmiſh, the which could never be retired without bat- 
tle : alleadgivg further, that this was clean contrary to that I had already 
begun with their Proviſors, and it greived me, that we ſhould take this 
courſe: but ſuch had mine eſtate been ever ſince the beginning of the Kings 


raigo, that Idurſt not wade too far in any matter, leaſt I ſhould haye pro- 


eured my ſelf the diſpleaſure of them that were in authority about him, 
which was ſo great vvhere he liked, that it was but too great, 

The ſelf ſame night vve had two other great alarums all through our own 
fault,brcauſe vve had given no order againſt their Eſtradiors as vve ought 
to have done, and the uſe is to do in the vvars againſt light horſemen : for 
twenty of our men of arms vvith their archers vvould have watched tvvo 


hundred of them; but they vvere as yet (tragne to us. There fell allo _= 
night 
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night a terrible rain,and ſuch lightning and thundring as was never fince the 
world began : ſo that heaven and earth ſeemed to go together, or that this 
foreſhewed ſome great inconvenience to enſue, For notwithſtanding that 
we knew well,that the reverberation of theſe great mountains (at the foot 
of the which we lay )made this thunder ſeem greater than indeed it was;and 
further, that thunder and lightning be natural in a hot country, eſpecially 
in ſummer: yet ſeemed they at that preſent the more dreadful and terrible to 
us, becauſe we ſaw ſo many enemies encamped before us, we having none o- 
ther means to paſs through them but by battle,our force being ſo ſmall as it 
was: for we were not above nine thouſand able men good and bad: of the 
which two thouſand were noble mens ſervants of the camp 3 but I compre- 
hend not in this number pages nor ſtraglers, nor ſuch kind of people. 


CHAP. VI. 
Of the battle of Fornove, wherein the enemies of France were put to flight , and 
how the Earl of Petillane,who the ſame day brake the Kings priſon,relied them 
together again. 


'T monday morniog abeut ſeven of the clock , being the ſixth day 


of July,the year of our Lord 1495.the noble King mounted on horſe- 

back calling often for me. At my comivg to him I found him armed 

at all pieces, and mounted upon the braveſt horſe that ever I faw, called $4- 

voy, which ſome ſaid was a horſe of Bree. Duke Charles of Savoy gave him 

to the King : he was black, and had but one eye, and of a mean ſtature, but 

aVicount of fall enough for him he carried. This young Prince ſeemed that day altoge- 
Narbomne, ther another man than either his nature, perſon, or complexion would bear: 
x. for naturally he was, and yetis very fearful in ſpeech, becauſe he had ever 
afterthe been brought up in great awe, and with men of mean eſtate : but this horſe 
_— _ made him ſeem great, and he had a good countenance and a good colour, 
leading wher- 20d his talk was ſtout and wiſe : whereby appeared (as I then called to 
of Zoviu:gi- mind) that Frier Jero#z told me truth, when he ſaid that God would lead 
yeth orwo_ | him by the hand, and that he ſhould have ſomewhat to do upon the way, 
it, Ferronand bat that the honour thereof ſhould be his. His words to me were theſe ; if 


our authorto theſe men will parlement,go and commune with them,and becauſe the Car- 
Nar bonne (0- ” oy 
therwiſe cal- dioal was there preſent, he named him to accompany me, and the Marſhal of 


led Earlof Gze,who was out of patience becauſe of a broil that had happened between 


pts ny new the Earls ® of Narbonne and Gxiſe,the which Guiſe ſometime had led certain 


ro Mor. 41: bands, and ought of right to have led the vaward *, as all men ſaid. I an- 


m—_ = {wered the King that 1 would do his commandement , but that I never ſaw 


var5,and ro two ſo great forces ſonear together, depart without battle, | 
Mo.de Guiſe: Our whole Army marched forth upon the plain in good order, the one 


b it S - be 
_ ” yet battle near to the other as the day before:but as touching the force,it ſeem- 


when theKing ed but a handful to that I had ſeen with Duke Charles of Burgunay, and 


—_— Y King Lewis this Kings father, Upon the ſaid plain the Cardinal and I with- 


with Dom drew our ſelyes aſide, and eudited a Letter to the two Provifors above na- 


oo rand ar  med,the which was written by one Maſter Robertet a Secretary of the Kings, 
thar Mon. de and 10 good credit. The contents of our letter weref, that It appertatned 


oſs _ = to the eftate and cflice of the Cardinal to procure peace , and unto me alſo 
thatl know having fo lately been Ambaſſador at Yerice; for the which cauſe I might as 
nothow itis yet take npon me the office of mediator between the King and thew, We 


pet verero. ſignified further to them on the Kiogs behalf, that he would but paſs mow 
is 
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his way without doing harm to any man: wherefore if they minded to par- 
lament, according to the order taken the day before, we for our parts were 
willing thcreunto,and would imploy our ſc]Ives to do all the good we could. 
The «ki: miſhes were already begun round about us, and after our army had 
marched a while,foftly paſſing along before them the river running between 
them and us (as you have heard) we approach<d ſo near to them, that we 
came within a quarter of aleague of their camp, withia the which they 
ſtood ell inmarcial airay : for their manner is to make their camp fo large, 
that they may all ſtand in order of battel within it, 
They fent torth incontinent part of their Eftradiots ard croſsbow men on 
horſeback, and certain men of arms, the which came alvog upon the way al- 
molt under covert, towards the village of Fornove, ( out of the which we 
were departed) meaning there to pals this little river, and to afſail our car- 
riage, which-was ſo great, that I think it Jaded above 600c. mules, horſes, 
and aſſes, They had ſet their battels in ſuch order many dayes before they 
fought, that better they could not be ordered:for they were ſo placed,that 
their great number half aſſured them of the viEtory, becauſe they aflailed 
the Kiog and his army on every fide, in ſuch fort that not one of us could 
have eſcaped if we had been broken, confidering the ſtraight we were in. 
Thoſe above mentioned came and aflailed our carriage, and on the left 
hand came the Margueſs of 24antza, the Lord Rodolph his uncle,and the Earl 
Bernaardin of Dalmoxton,with all the flower of their army,being to the num: 
ber of fix hundred men of arms, as themſelves afterward confeſſed, all the 
which eatred into the plain diretly behind us, Their men of armes were 
all barded, and furniſhed with brave plumes and goodly bourdonaſſes<,and c Pourdorafe 
well accompanied with croſsbow men on horſeback, Eftradiots, and foot- {ve bo!» 
men. Apaiuſt the Marſhal of Gie and our vaward, marched the Earl of Ca- mens ftaves 
jazze with four hundred men of. arms (accompanied as the others above —_—_ —_ 
mentioned) and with a great band of footmen : with him alſo was another dro 5 
company of two hundred men of armes, led by Mr, Fohr de Bentivoille of author him- 
Bolonia his ſon, a young man, who before had never ſeen the wars, for they GS. 
were as {]enderly provided of good captains as we. This young Bentivoille ſcribeth them 
was placed there to gn a new charge upon our vaward immediately af- * !*2* 
terthe Earl of Cajazze had charged it, With the Marqueſs of Ants was al- 
ſo alike company of men of arms for the ſame purpoſe, under the leading of 
Mr. Anthony of Urbin baſtard tothe lace Duke of Urbir, Beſides theſe there 
remained yet in their camp two great troups of men of arms,as I underſtood 
the next day by themſelves when they and I communed together, and I ſaw 
them alſo with mine eyes - And this they did becauſe the Yenetians would 
not hazard all at once, nor unfurniſh their camp, Notwithſtanding ia mine 
opinion it had been better for them to have adventured their whole force , 
ſeeing they meant to fight, | 
I will now tell you what became of the letter , the Cardinal and I ſent to 
their camp by a trumpeter. The Proviſors received it,and immediately after 
they had read it, braſt forth the firſt piece of our artillery , then ſhot theirs 
which was not ſo good as ours. The aid Proviſors incontinent ſent back our 
trumpeter,accompanied with a trumpeter of the Marqueſles, who brought 
word that they were content to parlament , if we would cauſe our artille- 
ry toceaſe, ſaying, thatthey on their ſides would.do the like, I was then 
a great way from theKing,who rid about here and there,and ſent back theſe 
two trumpeters with agſwer, that he would make the artillery to _ 
| : an 
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and gave commandement to the Maſter of the ordnance to ſtay the ſhot , 
and (o all ceaſed a while on both fides. But ſoon after upon a ſudden they 
diſcharged one of their pieces,and then ſhot ours again freſhlter than before, 
and we approached three of our pieces nearer to them. After the two trum- 
petters were arrived at their camp, they took ours and ſent him to the 
Marqueſſes pavillion,reſolving to fight. For theEarl of Cajazze(as thoſe that 
were preſent have informed me) ſaid that it was now no timeto parlament, 
ſeeing that we were half vanquiſhed already ; and one of their Proviſors 
was of his opinion, and agreed to fight (as I have heard himſelf report) but 
the other would not confent thereunto, The Marqueſs in like manner defi- 
red the battel, but his uncle, who was a vertuous and a' wiſe gentle: 
man, and loved us well, and bare arms againſt us with an evil will, with+ 
ſtood it to the uttermolt of his power;but in the end they agreed allto fight. 

Now you ſhall underſtand,that the King had put his whole force into his 
vaward, in the which were three hundred and fifty men of arms, and three 
thouſand Swiſlers (the oply hope of our army) with whom he commanded 
three hundred archers of his gard to joyn themſelves on foot , and likewiſe 
certain croſsbow men on horſeback of the two hundred that were alſo of his 
gard, which was a great diminiſhing of the ſafety of his perſon. In our 
army were but few footmen beſides theſe, for all that we had were placed 


inthe vaward. On foot with our A/mains were the Lord Englebert,brother - 


to the Duke of Cleves, Lornay, and the baylift of Digeon, the ſaid Almains 
captain,and before them marched our artillery. Here they whom we left in 
the F/orentines places, and thoſe that were ſent to Gena would have done 
good ſervice,contrary to the opinion of all men. Qur vaward had now 
marched almoſt as far as their camp , fo that all men thought they ſhould 
have begun the battel : bat our two other battels were not ſo near it, nor ſa 
well placed to have ſuccoured it as the day before. Further , becauſe the 
Marqueſs of Mantua (who was entred into the plain and paſt the river) was 
directly upon our back,about a quarter of a league behind our rereward, 
marching with his force ſoftly and cloſe together, which was a marvellous 
pleaſant ſight to behold ; the King was forced to tura his back to his va- 
ward, and his face towards his enemies, and ſo to approach nearer to his 
rereward,and retire from his vaward, I was then with the Cardinal attend- 
ing an anſwer of our letter, but I told him [ perceived it was no time to ſtay 
any longer there ; wherefore I departed being hard by the Swiſſers, and 
went to the Kiog,But before I could come to him, I loſt a page who was my 
couſin germain, and a groom of my chamber, and a lackey which fol- 
lowed a pretty way behind me, ſo that I ſaw not when they were lain. 
I had not ridden above a hundred paces, when ſuddenly a crie began to 
ariſe in the ſelf ſame place from whence I was departed, or but little be- 
yord., For you ſhall underftand that their Efirad7ors at this very inſtant 
came to our carriage, and entred into the Kings lodgiog where were 
three or four houſes, in the which they ſlew or hurt four or five ſol: 
diers , but the reſt eſcaped, they flew alſo about an hundred of our 
ſtraglers, and put our carriage in great diſorder. When I came to 
the King , I found him dubbing of Knights, but becauſe the ene- 
mies were at hand, we cauſed him to ceaſe, and then I heard the baſtard 
of Boxrboz named Matthew (who was in good credit with the King) and 
one Philip de Moxnlin (a poor gentleman but very valiant) call the Kiog,ſay- 
ing, paſs forth Sir, paſs forth: whereupon he went ipto the front = 
's 
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his ba'tel,and placed himſelf before his ſtandard,ſo that(the baſtard of Boxx- 
bon excepted) | ſaw none nearer the enemies then himſelf, Our enemies 
marched luſtily forward, in ſuch ſort that within leſs than a quarter of an 
hour after my arrival,they were come within a hundred paces of the K, who 
was as evil gard:d and asevil waited on,as ever was Prince or noble man; 
but m3ugre the dive),he is weil defended whom God defends. And ſure the 
prophefies of the reverend father Frier Hierom proved true, who told me(as 
before you have heard)that God led him by the hand, His rereward ſtood 
upon his right hand,being reconciled ſomewhat from him ; and the neareſt 
company to him on that fide was the Duke of Orleans company, being to the 
oumber of 80.1aunces led by Robinet of Fraznezelles and Monſieur de la Tri- 
moilles company,being about forty launces,and the hundred Scottiſh archers 
of his guard,who thruſt themſelves into the preſſes as men of arms,My ſelf 
ſtood upon the left hand with the gentlemen,peoſioners, and fervants of the 
Kiogs houſe, This rereward was led by the Earl of Fozx; but as touching the 
names of the other captains, I paſs them over for brevity. | 

Wi: hina quarter ofan hourafter my arrival,the enemies being ſo near the 
K.as you have heard, charged their ſtaves,and began a ſoft gallop: They 
were divided into two troups ; one of the which charged the two compa- 
niesof our horſemen,and the Scottif archers ſtanding on the Kings right 
hand ; and the other,the K.himſelf; fo that both they and the K,were charg- 
ed almoſt at one inſtant : we that ftood upon the left hand charged them up» 
on the flaok greatly to our advantage ; and undoubtedly it is impoſlible for 
men to meet roughlier than we met, But the Effradiots that accompanied 
them, ſeeing our mules and carriage flie towards our vaward,and their com- 
panions 7getall the booty , turned their horſes that way, and forſook their 4By their 
menof arms, who by means thereof were unfollowed ; whereby it manifeſt- [27P4n109s 
ly appeared that God meant to preſerve us: for iſtheſe fifteen hundred light the £/radior: 
horſemen had broken in amongſt us with their Cimeterres {which are terri- that had aflai- 
ble ſwords like to the Turks)undoubtedly we had been defeated, our num- — mk 
ber being ſo ſmall. The 1tel:ar men of arms, immediately after they had*bro: the firft, 
ken their ſtaves fled,and their footmen or the greateſt part ſhrunk afide,and 
fled alſo.Ar the ſelf ſame time that they charged us,the Earl of Cajazze gave 
a charge alſo upon our vaward,but they met not ſo roughly as we : for at 
the very inſtant that they ſhould have couched their ſtaves, they began to 
faint,and diſordered themſelves io ſuch ſort, that fifteen or twenty of them 
being ſcattered among(t our bands, were taken and (lain by our Almainsthe 
> reſt were but eaſily purſued:for theMarſhal of Gie endeavoured to keep his 
4 forces together , becauſe he ſaw yet a great troup of enemies not far from 
: him. Notwithſtanding part of his men followed the chaſe, and part of the E, 
of Cajazz?e's men that fled, paſſed over the place where the Marq/and we had 
fought, with their ſwords in their hands; for they had thrown away their 
ſtaves. But they that aſſailed theK.fled immediately after they had charged, 
and were marvellouſly ſwiftly purſued, for we all followed the chaſe, 
part of them took the way'to the village from whence we were departed, 
the reſt fled the next way to their camp, we all purſued them, fave 
the King who ſtaied behind witha fewmen, and put himſelf in great dan- 
ger, becauſe he followed not after them with us. ' One of the firſt that was 
{lain of their fide, was the Lord Rodoplh of Manta, uncle to the Marquels, 
who ſhould haveſent word to the above named Mr. Anthony of Urbin, 
when he ſhould march;tor they thought that _ battel would have endured 
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as their battels in 1taly do vvhich their error ſerved the ſaid Mr, Anthony 
tor agood excuſe: bur to fay the truth, I think he ſaw eoough to ſtay him 
trom marching. We had a great number of ſtraglers and ſervants following 
us,ail the which flocked about the 1ta/tan men of arms being overthrown, 
26d flue the moſt of them.For the greateſt part of the ſaid ſtraglers had their 
hatchets io their hands, wherewith they uſed to cut wood to make our lodg- 
ings, with the which hatchets they brake the viſards of their head pieces,and 
thenelave their heads, for other wiſe they could hardly have been ſlain,they 
were {o ſurely armed; ſo that there were ever three or four about one of 
them. Moreover,the long ſwords that our archers and ſervants had, did that 
day a great execution, The King tarried upon the place where the charge 
was glven,accompanied with ſeven or eight youngGentlemen,whom he had 
appuinted ro attend upon him, tor neither would he follow the chaſe,neither 
retire tohis vaward becauſe it was ſomewhat far off. He eſcaped well at the 


firtk encounter,conſfidering that he was one of the foremoſt, for the baſtard | 


of Bourbon was tak2n vvithia leſs than twenty paces of him *, and led priſo. 
nertO the Enemies camp. 

TheK, bode in the ſaid place marvellous weakly accompanied:for he had 
with him oot a man more then one groom of his chamber, calied Anthony de 
Ambzuz,3 little tellow and evil armed:the reſt were ſcattered here and there, 
as hiraſc1t.told me, at night even in the preſence of thoſe that were appoiat- 
ed to wzit upon him, who deſerved great reproach for leaving their Prince 
io ſuch; eſtate. Notwithſtanding they arrived, in time, for a certain ſmall 
broken troup of1taliar men of arms paſſing along upon the plain(where they 
{aw oo man (tirriog)came and aflaild the K.and this groom of his chamber : 


:- butthe Kbeing mounted upon the braveſt horſe in the vvorld for a man of 
bis ſtature,removed too and fro,and defended bimfelf valiantly: and at that 

. ©. | very ioſtant certain of the reſt of his men being not far from him arrived, 
{+ whereupon the 1taliazs fled,aud then the K,followed good advice and reti- 
"red tohis vaward, which had never moved out of the place they firſt poſſef- 
-  » ſed;Thus theK.with his battel had good ſucceſs:and if his vaward bad march- 


ed but 100 paces farther,our enemies whole army had fled. Some ſaid they 
ought ſo to have done,but others held opinion that they did beft to ſtay, 
Our company that followed the chaſe purſued the enemies hard to their 
camp,vvhich lay in length almoſt as far as Fornove,and not one of us receiv- 
ed a blow ſave Julian Bourgneuf , whom I ſaw fall dead to the ground 
with a ſtroke that anltalian gave bim as he pailed by(for he was evil armed) 
whereupon certain of us ſtaied,{aying,let us return to the K. and vvith that 
word all the whole troup (tood [t1]] to give their horſes breath, which were 
very weary becauſe they had chaſed a great way,and all upon ſharp ſtones. 
Hard by us fled atroup of thirty men of arms, whom we let paſs quietly fear- 
ivg to a{fail them. When we had breathed our horſes, werid forth a faſt trot 
roward thel{.not knowing what was become of him,but after a while we de- 
ſcried him afar off. Then cauſed vve our ſervants to light on foot,and gather 
up the-launces vvherewith the place lay ſtrawed, eſpecially vvith Bowrdo- 
naſses, which were not much worth, for they vvere hollow and hardly fo 
vveighty as a javeha, bur trimly painted,and by this means vve vvere better 
furniſhed of launces than in the morning. Thusas yverid towards the K, by 
the way vve met a broken band of the enemifs footmen croſſing, over the 
feld;being of thoſe that had lien hid among the hils, and had led the Marq. 


of Mantua upon theKiogs back ; many of them vvere flain, and the relt 
| eſcaped, 
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eſcaped,and waded through the river, and we ſtaied not long about them; 

Divers of our men cried often during the whole cooflid, remember Gnyne- 

gate, which was a battel loſt in Picardy in the time of K. Lewis the eleventh a: _ 

gainſt the K,of Romain: f, through the folly of our men,who fell to ſpoil the / Of this bat- 
enemies carriage:notwithſtandiog in that battel no whit of their carriage was [F, * £ueth 
taken nor ſpoiled : butiin this, their Eradiots took all our carriage horſes,of © © © 
which notwithſtanding they led away but five and fifty being the beſt and 

beſt covered,namely all the Kings,and all his chamberlains, They took alſo 

a groom of theKings chamber called Gabriel, who had about him the antient 

jewels ofthe Kings of France,which he then carried with him, becauſe the 

King was there in perſoo, True it is that a number of coffers were alſo loſt, 

but they were overthrown and ſpoiled by our own men , for we had in our 

campa great many varlets and harlots that ſtripped the dead bodies,and ſpoi- 

led all that they could come by,but as touching the enemies they took only 

thoſe above rehearſed. There were {lain on both ſides (as T1 have been credi- 

bly enformed both by them and certain of our own men)to this number. We 

loſt Julian Bourgnenf,the ſergeant porter of the Kiogs houſe, a gentleman of 

the Kings houſe,and nine Scotifþ archers, of horſemen of our vaward tothe 

oumber of twenty,and about our carriage three or fourſcore horſe-keepers, 


And they loſt three hundred and fiſty men of arms {lain upon the place ; bur 


not one of them was taken priſoner,which chance I think never hapned be- 

fore in any battel,Of theſe Eitradiots few were (lain, forthey turned all to 

the ſpoil as you have heard. There died of them in all three thouſand and 

five hundred men, as divers of the beſt of their army have enformed me : 0- 

thers have told me more,but ſure they loſt many gentlemen-forT ſaw my (elf 

a role wherein were the names of eighteen gentlemen of good houſes, and a- 

mong them four or five of the Marqueſs own name which was Gonzegue,be- 

fides the which, the Marquels loſt alſo at the leaft threeſcore geatlemen of 

his own dominions,all the which were horſemen, and not one footman a+ 

mong them. Ir is ſtrang that ſo many were ſlain with hand ſtrokes ; for as 

rouchiog the artillery,l think it ſlew not ten on boch ſides, The fight endur- ,;; - 

ed not aquarter of hour, for ſo ſoon as they had broken or thrown away not Regs a 

their launces they fled all 3 the chaſe continued abouc three quarters of an £/#ri, bur 

hour, Their batcels in 1/aly are not fought after this ſort, for they fight ſqua- oe wether 

dron after ſquadron , ſo that abattel endureth there ſometime a whole day, inLatin Regz- 

neither party obtaining victory. pq 
The flight on their de was great, for three hundred of their men of arms the unSkilful 

and the greateſt part of their Efiradiots fled,ſome to Repgee(being far thence) ©2'7etior ar 

and others to.Parma,being about eight leagues off h, In the morning the very — prog 

ſame hour that the two armies joyned, the Earl of Petil/are and the Lord work chop- 

Virgil Urſin eſcaped from us, T he ſaid Yirgile went but toa gentlemans houſe ie 

thereby, where he remained upon his word, but the Earl fled ſtraight to our poving the av 

enemics,and to ſay the truth,we did them both great wrong to lead them 92" fo mean 

with us after this ſort. The Earl being a man well known among the ſoldiers HT oe, 

(for he had alwates had charge both under the Florent:ines and under K, Fer- fore! had ra- 

rand)began to crie Petillane, Petillane,and ran after them that fled above 3 —_— 

leagues,laying that all was theirs,and calling them to the ſpoil,by the which our. 

means he brought back the greateſt part of them, and put them out of all * Th French 

x" Y &. 4 : . correQor ſup- 

feargaſſuring them upon his word that there was no danger, ſo that had it not poſeth this 

been for himalone,their whole army had fled ; for the word of ſuch a man 7vmber robe 

newly depaned from us was no ſmall ſtay to them, The ſaid Earl ( as him- = EY 
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ſelfhath fince told me)gave adviſe to aflail us again the ſame night,but they 
would not hearken thereunto. The Marquels hath allo ſince communed 
h þ 


with me of theſe affairs challenging thi jſeas his: but to ſay the truth 
had ic not been for the Earl alone they had all fled the ſame night, 

When we were come tothe K. we diſcovered 2 great number of men of 
armes and footmen ſtanding yet in order of battel without their camp, whoſe 
heads and launces only we could deſcrie. They had ſtood there all the day, 
and never moved from that place,notwithſtanding they were further from 
us than they ſeemed:for they and we could not have joyned without paſſing 
the river,which was riſen and aroſe hourly, becauſe all the day it had thun- 
dered,lightened,and raigned terribly, eſpecially during the battel and the 
chaſe. The K.debated with his captains whether we ſhould zſjail theſe new 
diſcovered enemies or not: with him were three 1talian koights, one named 
Mr. FobnJames ofTrevonl,who is yet living,and behaved himſelf that day like 
a worthy gentleman ; another Mr.Francis Secco a valiant knight,in pay with 
theFlorentines,and of the age of 72years;and the third Mr,Cami/loVitelly,who 
with his three brethreo was 1o ſervice with the K, and came unſent for from 
Civita de Caftello,as far as Serzane( which is a great journey jto be at this bar- 
te] : but perceiving that he could not overtake the K. with his company , 
he came himſelf alone, Theſe two latter gave advice to warch agaipſt theie 
enemies newly diſcovered:but the French men were of a controry cpinicy, 
faying that they had done enough,and that it was late,and time to make their 
lodging. But the ſaid Mr, Franci: Secco maintained ſtoutly his opinion, ſhews- 
ing people that paſſed two and fro upon the high way that leadeth toParws 
(the neareſt towp that the enemies could retire into) whomhe affirmed to 
be enemies flying thither or returning thence,and indeed he ſaid true,as we 
underftood afterward;and ſure both his words and countenance ſhewed him 
to be a hardy and a wiſe knight. For all their captains confeſſed to me (yea 
ſome of them before the Duke of 44:/ar himſelf)that if we had marched for- 
ward, they had allfled 5 by means whereof we ſhould have obtained the 
goodlieſt, honorableſtzand profitableſt victory that hapned in ten years be- 
fore:for if a man could have uſed it well,have made his profit of it,have be- 
haved himſelf wiſely,ard entreated the people gently ; the Duke of Milan 
by the ſpace of 8 dayes after,ſhould not have had any one place to hold for 
him in his country,except the caſtle of Alan, yea and I doubt of that too : 
ſo de firuus were his ſubjefs to rebel. The like would alſo have hapned tothe 
Venetians,lo that the K, ſhould not have needed to care for Nop/es ; for the 
Penettans ſhould not have been able to levy a man out of Yerice, Breſſs, and 
Cremone,which is but a ſmall town,becauſe all the reſt that they he1d in 7taly 
wouid haverevolted.But God had performed that which Frier Ferozz pro- 
miſed,to wit,that the honor of the ficld ſhould be ours; for conſidering our 
ſmall experience and evil government, we were unworthy of this good ſuc: 
ceſs that God gave us,becauſe we could not then tell how to uſe ic ; but [ 
think if at this preſent,which is the year ofour Lord 1497, the like victor 
ſhould happen to the Kthe cc u'd tell better how to make his profit frames 

While we ſtood debating of this watter,the night approached, and the 
band of our enemies, which we ſaw before us,retired into their camp, and we 
for our part went and lodged about a quarter of a league trom the place of 
the battel. The K.himſelt jay io a tarm houſe, being 2n old beggerly thing ; 
notwithſtanding the barns about it were tull of corn unthreiled, which I 


warrant you ourarmy quickly found,Certain other old huuſes there were 
alſo, 
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alſo, which ſtood us but in ſmall ſtead;every man lodged himſelf as comms+- 
divuſly as he could , for we had no lodgings maid. As touching my 1-1f I lay 
vpon the bare ground under a vine,io a-very ſtraight room, having nothing 
under me,no not my cloke:for theK,had borrowed mine in the morning,and 
my carriage was far off and it was too late to ſeek ir. He that had meat ate it, 
bu: few there were that had any,unleſs it were a morſel of bread, ſnatched 
out of ſome of their ſervants boſoms; [ waited upon the King to his chamber; 
where he found certain that were hurt,namely theSeme/chal of Lyons and 0- 
thers, whom he cauſed to be drefled, Himſelf was merry and made good 
cheer, and each man thought himſelf happy that he wis ſo well eſcaped;nei: 
ther were we puff=d upwith pride and vain-glory, as before the battel, be- 
cauſ: we ſaw our enemies encamped ſo near us, The ſame night allourAlmnin; 
kept the watch,and the King gave theni three hundred crowns z whereupon 
thy kept the watch very diligently, and ſtrake up their drums bravely. 
CH AP, VII. *' ir 
How onfieur d Argenton went himſeif dlone to parle with the enemies, when he 
ſaw that thoſe that were appointed to'go with him would not go: and how the 
King returned ſufe and ſound with his army to the town of Aſt, 
HE next morniog I determined to contioue our treaty of -peace,de- 
' firing nothing more than the Kiogs ſafe paſſage, But I could get ne- 


ver a Trumpeter to go to the enemies campegpartly becauſe vine of 


theirs were {]ain in the battel being uoknowo, ard partly becaufe they had 
taken one of ours, and ſl3in another, whom the King(as you have heard ſent 
to them alittle before the batte] began 3 notwithſtandiog in' the end ove 
went and cartied the Kings ſafe conduCt with him,and broughe me ane from 
them to commune in the midway between both the armies, which me 
thought a hard matter to be brought-to paſs, but I would not ſeem to draw 
back nor make difficulty therein. The King named the Cardical of Saint Az2- 
{o, the Lord of Gie, Marſhal of France,and the Lord of Piewnes his Chamber- 
Jain to accompany me : and they named for them, the Marqueſs of. Mantua 
General of thcVeretians army,the Earl of Cajzzze(who not Jong before had 
taken part with us,and was czptain of the forces the D, of 2i/an had there) 
- and Mr. Luques Piſan, and Mr. Melctior Treviſan provilors of the Seniory of 
Venice, We approached ſo near thetn,that we might eaſily diſcover them four 
upon the plaio. The river ran between us and them,which was riſen exceed- 
ingly {ince the day before:on their ſide there was not one man withour their 
camp but themſelves only,neither any on ours, but only we and our watch 
which {tvud over againſt them, We {cnt a herauld to them to know whether 
thy wouid pals the river, whereunto me thought it a hard matter to per- 
{wade either party,for I ſuppoſed both parties would make difficulty there: 
in as well appeared by rhem : for they anſwered that the place of commu- 
nicaiton was appolated in the midway between both the armies, and that 
they were cume already more than the half way: wherefore they would not 
p-1s the river,oor put themſelves io ſuch danger beirg all the principal of 
their army. They alſo of our {ide alledged the like doubts,making no leſs ac: 
countof their perſons than the others, Wherefore they willed me to go to 
them,viving m2 no inſtructions for my direGion: Ianſwered that I would 
not go aloac,but would have ſome body with me to tefttfic'of all that ſhould 
| be done, Wherefore being accompanied with one Mr, Robertet the Kings Se. 
cretary, and a ſcrvant of mine own, «nd an herauld, I paſled the river : for 
notwithſtanding thatl well perceived I ſhould do no good, yet thought1 </ 
| tn1s 
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this means to acquit my ſelf rowards them, being come thither by my pro- 
curement. When I came to them, 1 told them they were not come half the 
way according to their promiſe, wherefore I defired them, at the leaſt to 
come to the rivers fide, aſſuriog my ſe}fthat if we were once fo vighroge- 
ther, we ſhould not depart without communication. They anſwered,that the 
river was ſo broad, and ran with ſo great violence and noiſe, that no talk 
could be heard from the one ſide to the other; wherfeore they would go no 
nearer to parlament,neither could 1 by any means brivg them one foot fur. 
ther; but they willed me ro make ſome overture, which | had no commilii- 
on to do. Wherefore [ anſwered, that alone I could do nothiog 3 but if they 
would propound any conditions of peace, I would make report thereof to 
theKiog. While we were in this communication,one of our heraulds arrived, 
who brought me word that the Lords above named that had accompanied 


 me,were ready to depart,and willed me to make what overture I thought 


good; which I refuſed to do, becauſe they underſtood further of the Kings 
pleaſure than 1 did for they were nearer him than I was,and had alſo talk- 
ed with him in his ear at our departure ; notwithſtanding as touching theſe 
affairs which I now ſpeak of, I underſtood what was to be done in them as 
well as the beſt of them, The Mar.of Mantra entred into great communicati- 
on with me of the battel, and asked me (if he had been taken) whether the 
Kiog would have ſlain him, I anſwered, oo ; but have entertained him well, 
alledging that he had good cauſe to love him, ſeeing the honor he had wun 
by his afſailiog him. Then he recommended unto me the priſoners we had, 
eſpecially his uncle the Lord Rodoph, whom he ſuppoſed to be yer living; 
but I knew well the contrary,ootwithſtandiog I anſwered, that all the priſo- 
ners ſhould be well intreated, and recommended in like manner to him the 
baſtard of Boxrbox whom they had taken. Small entertainment would ſerve 
all the priſoners we had : for we bad none, which 1 ſuppoſe never hapned 
before in any battel,But the ſaid Marqueſs loſt there of his kinſmen to the 
number of ſeven or eight, and of his own compaoy at the leaſt fix{core men 


_ of aras, This talk being ended,l took my leave of themyſaying,that betore 


night | would return again 3 whereupon we made truce til] night. 

At my return to the Kiog with the ſaid Secretary , they asked me what 
news,ad theKing fate in counſel in a poor chamber where nothing was con« 
cluded,but each man beheld other. The Xing talked with the Cardinal in 
his car, and afterward bad me return again to the enemies to ſes what they 
would fay,But becauſe this communication of peace proceeded ot me,the e- 
pemies looked that 1 ſhould make ſome overture and not they. Afterward 
the Cardinal bad me conclude nothing, but that ſpeech was needleſs, fur I 
was not like to conclude any thing, becaule they gave me no direction: not- 
withſtanding I would not reply to the Kings commandement,nor break off 
my journey : for beſides that | was-fure to do no harm, I wes in ſome hope 
to gather ſomewhat by our enemies countenances, who undoubtedly were 
more afraid than we, and happily might paſs ſome ipeceches that would turn 
both the parties to good. Wherefore I took my Journey thitherward, and 
came to the rivers fide almoſt at night, where one of their trumpetters met 
me,and advertiſed me that the four above named ſent me word to paſs no 
furcher that night,becauſe their watch was already ſet, beiog altogether of 
Eſtradiots,who knew nut one man from another, wherefore | might happily 
eadavger my felt, if I paſſed further ; notwithſtanding the trumpecer offer- 


ed totarry with me all night, to the end he might convey me thither the 
next 


Philip de Commines. 


next morning : but Tſect him back again, ſaying, that the next morning [ 
would return to the rivers fide, where I willed him to tarry me, or if the K, 
ſhou!d otherwiſe determine,l promiſed to lend thither a herald to advertiſe 
them thereof z for l would not bring this trumpeter into our camp, partly 
becauſe I would not have him privy to our 2Fions there that night, and 
partly becauſe I knew not what the King meant to do, for | ſaw whiſpering 
in his ear, which put me in ſyme doubt, wherefore I returned to advertiſe 
the King what I had done, | 
Every man ſupped with that he could get,znd ſlept upon the ground.Soon 
after midnight I repaired to the Kings chamber,where | found his chamber- 
lains ready to mount on horſeback, who told me thit he King would de- 
part with all ſpeed towards Af,and theMarchionefs of Montferratts territo- 
ries, willing me to ſtay behind,to hold the parlament according to my pro- 
miſe;but I made my excule,ſaying,that I would not wiiliogly kill my ſelf, but 
be on horſeback with the formoſt,Soon after the King arouſe and heard Maſs, 
and mounted on horſeback,Not paſt an hour before day,a trumpeter ſound- 
edBonguet,but at our diſlodging oothiog was ſounded,neither needed it,for 
every man was in a readineſs, Notwithſtanding this was ſufficient to have 
put the whole army in fear,at the leaſt thoſe that were acquainted with the 
wars : for beſides this we turned our backs to our enemies, ſee king wholly 
our own ſafety, which is a dangerous matter in an army. Further, the wayes 
at our departure from our lodging were very cumberſome, in ſuch fort that 
we were forced to march over mountains,and through woods and by. ways, 
for we had no guids to lead us- my ſelf heard the ſoldiers ask the enſign bea- 
rers,and him that executed the office of Maſter of the horſe, where the ouids 
were,who anſwered that there were none. To ſay the truth we needed none, 
for asGod alone had guided the army at our going forth,even ſo(according 
to Frier Hieroms propheſie) meant he to do at our return: otherwile it is not 
to be thought that ſuch a Prince would have ridden io-the night without a 
guid,in a place where enough might have been had, But God ſhewed yet a 
 manifeſter token that he meant to preſerve us, for, our enemies underſtood 
nothing of our departure till the afternoon, but waiting for this parlament- 
ing I had begua : beſides that,the river was riſen ſo high,that it was four of 
the clock at afternoon before any man dur(t adventure over to follow us , 
and then paſſed the Earl of Cajazze with two hundred 1talian light horſe,in 
ſuch d2uger becauſe of the force of the water, that one or two of his men 
were drowned,as himſelf afterward confeſſed. We travelled over hils and 
through woods,and were coultraived by the ſpace of fix miles to march one 
by onz 2fter another in the narrow wayes, and then came weto a goodly 
large plain,where our vaward,artillery, and carriage lay, which ſeemed fo 
great a band afar off, thatat the firſt we ſtood in fear of them, becayſe Mr. 
John Fames of Trevonles .enfign was ſquare and white, like to the Marqueſs 
of Mantuas the day ofthe battel, The ſaid vaward was in like manner afeard 
of our rereward, which they ſaw afar off forſake the highway to comethe 
next way to them, whereupon both they and we ſet our ſelves in order of 
battel: but this fear ſoon ended,for the ſcouts iſſued forth on both fides,and 
difcovered one another incontinent, From thence we went to refreſh us at 
Bourg Saint Denis, where we our ſelves made analarmof purpoſe to retire 
our Almatns out of the town,leaſt they ſhould have ſpoiled it, Thence we re- 


moved and lodged all night at Florenſo/e, the ſecond night we encamped 


near to Plaiſance,and paſled the river of Trebza, leaving on the other ſide of 
the 
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the river two hundred launces,all our Swiſſers,and all the artillery except fix 
pieces,which the King paſled over with him. For he had given this order, to 
the end he might be the better and more commodiouſly lodged,thinking to 
command them to paſs at his pleaſure, becauſe the river is commonly very 
ſhallow,eſpecially at that time of the year; notwithſtanding about ten of the 
clock at night,it aroſe ſo high that no man could paſs over it,neither on horſe- 
back nor on foot,neither could the one company have ſuccoured the other, 
which was a great danger, conſidering how near our enemies were to us, All 
that night both they and we ſought to remedy this miſchief, but no help 
could be found till the water fell of itſelf, which was about five of the clock 
inthe morning,and then we ſtretched cordes from the one (ide to the other 
to help over the footmen, who waded in the water up to their necks: imme- 
diately after them paſled alſo our horſemen and our artillery, This was a 
ſudden and dangerous adventure,conlidering the place where we were, for 
our enemies lay hard by us,l mean the garrifon of Plai/arce, and the Earl of 
Cajazze,who was entred io thither,becauſe certain of the Citizens praftiſed 
to put the town into the Kings hands, under the title of the young D. ſonjto 
John Galeas, Duke of Milan that laft died,as before you have heard. And un- 
doubtedly ifthe King would have given ear to their praQtiſe,a great number 
of towns, and noble men would have revolted by Mr, Johx Fames of Trevone 
les means : but he refuſed fo to do, becauſe of the favor he bare the Duke of 
Orleans his couſin, who was already entred into Nowarre, although to ſay the 
truth on the other ſide he defired not greatly to fee his ſaid coutin ſo mighty, 


\ Wherefore he was well content to let this matter paſs as it came, The third 


day after our departure from the place of the battel theKing dined at caſtle 
St.Zohn,and lodged all night in a wood, The fourth day he dined at Yoghera, 
and lay that night at Poxtcuron,The fiſth day he lodged near to Tortone,and 
paſſed the river of Scrivia which Fracaſſe defended with the garriſon of Tor- 
zone, being under his charge for the D.of ilar,But when he underſtood by 
thoſe that made the Kiogs lodging that he would only paſs without doing 
harm to any man, he retired again into the town, and ſent us word that we 
ſhould have as great plenty of victualsas we would 3 which promiſe he alſo 
performed : for all our army paſſed hard by the gate of Tortone, where the 
{aid Fracaſſe came forth to welcome the K. being armed , but accompanied 
only with two men : he excuſed himſelf very humbly to the K:that he lodg - 
ed him not in the rowngand ſent out great ſtore of viduals, which refreſhed 
well our army,and at night came alſo himſelt to theK,lodging.For you ſhall 
underſtand,that he was of the houſe of St,S-verin,brother to the Earl of Ca- 
Jazze and Mr.Galear,and had not long before been in the K.ſervice in Rorwa- 
nia,as you have heard,From thence theK. removed to Nice de la Paille in the 
Marquiſat of Jontferrat,whereof we were right glad, becauſe we were theo 
In ſafety,and in our friends country.For theſe light horſemen that theEarl of 
Cajazze led, were continually at our back, and travelled us marvellouſly the 
three or four firſt dayes, becauſe our horſemen would not put themſelves be- 
bind to make reſiſtance - for the nearer we approached to the place of fafe- 
ty, the more unwilling were our men to fight; and ſome ſay this is the pature 
of usFrench men, Wherefore thetalians write in their hiſtories,that the French 
men at their arrival are better thao meo; but at their return worſe than wo- 
men, The firſt poiot undoubtedly is true : for they are the rougheſt men to 
encounter with io the world,I mean the horſemen:;but all men at their return 


froman enterpriſe are leſs couragious than at their departure from their 
houſes, 
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houſes. Now to proceed, our backs were defended by three hun- 
dred Almains, having among them a great band of harquebuſters on 
foot, with whom alſo a number of harquebuſiters on horſeback were 
joyned: theſe made their Eftradiots,being but few in number,to r-tire. Fur« 
ther, notwithſtanding that their whole army which had fought with us, 
marched after us as faſt as they might, yet couid they not overtzke us, both 
becauſe they were departed from the place of the baitel a day after vs;and 
alfo becauſe of their barded horſes, fo that we loſt not one man. upon the 
way. The ſaid army never came within a mile of us; wherefore ſeeing they 
could not overtake us,and peradventure not being greatly defirousſotodo, 
they marched ſtraight towards Novarre, whither both the Duke of Alas 
and the YVeretians had ſent certain bands, as before you have heard. But if 
they could have overtaken us near to the places of our retreat, peradven- 
ture they might have ſped better than in the valley of Fornove. 

| have ſhewed before ſufficiently in divers places how God guided this 
enterpriſe,but yet for further proof thereof, a word or two more. You ſhall 
underſtand therefore, that notwithſtanding that from the day of the battel 
till our arrival atthe ſaid place of Nice de la Paille , the lodgings were unor- 
derly and unequally made , yet every man lodged with patience as com- 
modiouſly as he could, without ſtrife or contention. Ot vituals we had 
great Jack : notwithſtanding they of the countrey brought us ſume, who 
might eaſily have poyſoned us if they would, buth in their meats and wines, 
and alſo in their wells and waters, which were dried up ſometimes in a mo- 
' tent, becauſe they were but ſmall ſprings. If they had minded to have poy- 
ſoned thew,they would fure have done it; but becauſe they did it not, it is 
to be thought that our Saviour and Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt took from them 
all deſire to doit. I ſaw ſuch thirſt in our army, that a number of footmen 
drank of ſtinking puddles in the vilfages through the which we paſled. Our 
journeys were long,and our drink foul Rtanding water, which naotwichſtand- 
ing our men were fo greedy of,that they ran into the pools up to the girdle- 
ſtead to drink. For you ſhall underſtand, that a nymber of people followed 
us, being no men of war,becauſe our carriage was marvellous great. The 
King departed from his lodging every morning before day, and I remember 
not that ever he had guid. Morcover,he rode till noon before he baiced;zand 
every man made proviſion for himſelf, and louked to his own horſe,aud was 
forced to provide provender for him,and to bear it to him in his arms,asmy 
ſelfdid twice; and two dayes [ ate nothing but naughty black bread: yer 
I was none of thoſe that ſtood in moſt need, Sure one thing was eſpecially 
to be-commended in this armygto wit, that never man complained of necef- 


 firy; yet was this the miſerableſt voyage that ever I faw ; notwith(tandiog 


that I have'been in divers ſharp and hard voyages with CharlesDuke of Bur- 
gundy,We marched no faſter than the great artillery, the mending whereof 
often troubled us : beſides that, we lacked horſes to draw it ; but at all times 
when we ſtood 1n need, we borrowed of the gentlemen in our army , who 
williogly lent theirs; ſo that there was not one piece nor one pound of pows- 
der loſt. And I think never man ſaw artillery of ſuch greatneſs paſs fo ipecdi- 

ly over ſuch placesas this did, All the which diſorder both in our lodgings 
and all other things, hapned nor for lack of wiſe and expert men in the camp, 

but ic was their chance to have leaſt credit at that time ; for the King was 

young and wedded to his own will, as before you have heard. To conclude 

therefore,it ſeemed that our Lord Jeſus-Chriſt would, that the honour of 
- thys. 
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this voyage ſhould be attributed wholly to himſeif. The ſeventh day after 
our departure from the place of the bartel,we marched fromNice de 1aPaille, 
and encamped altogether hard by Alexandria, our watch that night being 
very (trong. The next moroing before day we departed and went to 4ſt : 
the Kiog and his houſhold lodged in the town, -but the ſoldiers encamped 
without: we found the ſaid town of 4ſt furniſhed of all kind of viduals, 


wherewith the whole army was well refreſhed, which undoubtedly ſtood in. 


great needithereof,becauſe they had endured great hunger,thirſt,and heart, 
and lacked ſleep ; beſides that,their apparel was all tattered. and torv, Im- 
mediately after the Kings arrival thither, before Iſlept,I ſeota gentleman 


called Philip de 1a Condre (who ſometime had been my ſervant , and ſerved. 


then the Duke of Orleans) to Novarre, where the ſaid Duke was befieged by 
his enemies, as you may underſtand by that which is above rehearſed ; but 
the fiege was not yet fo (traight,but that men might paſs in and out,becaule 
the enemies only endeavor was to famiſh the towo.I advertiſed the Duke by 
this gentleman, of divers treaties that were entertained between the King 
and the Duke of M7an,in one of the which my ſelf negotiated by theDuke 
of Ferraras means ; wherefore Iadyiſed him to repair to the King, having 
ficſt aſſured his men whom he ſhould leave behind him, either ſhortly to re- 
turn,or bring force to levy the ſiege. Within the ſaid town were with him to 
the number of 7500 ſoldiers both French and Swiſters, being as goodly a 
band, fo many for ſo many, as ever was ſeen, The King the next day after 
his arrival, was advertiſed both by the ſaid Duke of Orleans and others, that 
the two armies were joyned together before, Novarre : wherefqre the ſaid 
Duke deſired aid, becauſe his victuals daily diminiſhed ; for the which they 
had given no order at their firſt entry into the town. For they, might then 
have recovered enough. in the tawos about,eſpecially cornzaod if their pro- 
viſion had been made in time, and weltlooked to, they ſhoy}d. never have 
been forced to yield the townz for if they could have held it but one month 
Jonger,they had come forth vvith honour, and their enemies departed with 
ſhame. e.g! ,: | | 
| CHAP, VIIL 
How the King ſent ſhips to the ſea to-ſucconr the caſiles of Naples, and why the 
ſaid caſtles conld not be ſuccoured, + F | 


a This Peron \ FTER the King had repoſed himſelf a few dayes io 4, he removed 


was ſent to . : . he 
Nice, being to Thurin,diſpatching at his departure from 4ſ# one of the ſtewards 


a haven rown of his houſe called Peron de Baſche with a commiſſion to arm certain 


InPro © 1 | 
- Kym cbs ſhips to the ſea *, to ſuccour the caſtles of Naples, which held yet for us. The 


this Navy. faid Peroz did as he was commanded,and appointed Monſieur d'Arban Ad: 


ved ©. 6490p miral of that fleer,which ſailed as far as the city of PruceÞ: where (our men 
ſome haven being within the view of our encmies:)a ſudden tempeſt aroſe which would 


town not far not ſuffer the two armies to joyp,by means whereof thisNavy did no ſervice: 


fr Nap! LA . N . ; 
or rather - for the ſaid d'Arban returned to Ligorn ©, where the moſt part of his men fled 


think it to land,and abandoned their ſhips.But the enemies Navy came to the haven 


—_—_— . Of Fougend near to Plarmbin,whence it departed not the ſpace of two months, 
of Pruſe, fothar our men might without all danger have ſuccoured the faid caſtles : 


x ha fe = tor the nature of this haver of Boxgen is ſuch, that a ſhip cannot come forth 


cap. 14 which ; 
Gureciar calleth the Ifle of Poreze, or the Ifle of Procida, which as Poccace writeth was near to the Ifle of 7ſchia, 


e To the He of Elbe, Guicciar, dThe place is corrupted, for this haven is afterward called Bengon ;  where- 
fore the French Corretiur readeth it (as Plond 15 and the deſcription of /taly led him) Yorto Barpts pres Fiombint. 
| of 
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of ir but with one wind which bloweth ſeldome in vvinter. The ſaid. 4' Ar- 
ban vvas a valiant Souldier, and a very good Sea-man *, c co 
While the King lay in Thuriz, divers treaties were entertained between y.; LE 
him and the Duke of Azilan: in one of the which,the Dutcheſs of Savoy was on the ſea, 
a dealer, [he was daughter to the Marqueſs of 2oniferrat, and a widow, and _ kn 
mother to the young Duke of Savoy then living, Others negotiated alſo as corrupted 
well as ſhe: and among the reſt,my ſelf Jaboured for concluſion of the peace, _ co =_ 
as before I have made mention; and the confederates,that is to ſay,the cap» read for, & 
tains that were 1n the enemies camp before Noparre, defired to deal with me, *xperimente, 
and ſent me a ſafe conduct, But envy ever reigneth in Princes courts; for the |; 2 7 
Cardinal fo often aboye-named, overthrew all thatI did,and would that the 
Durcheſs of Savoys negotiation ſhould go forward , which was commirted 
to the ſaid Cardinals hoſte, vvho vvas Treaſurer of Savoy,a vviſe man and a 
faithful ſcrvant to his Miſtreſs, This treaty endured fo long vvithout effe& 
that in the end all hope of peace ceaſing , the Bailiff of Digeor was ſent am- 
baſizdor intoSwiſſerland to levy there five thouſand men. 
| have made mention already how the Kings Navy that departed from 
Nice it; Provence to fuccour the Caſtles of Neples, could not ſuccour them for 
the reaſons there rehearſed, Wherefore the Lord of 2ontpenſier,and the o- 
ther gentlemen that were with him in thole Caſtles, underſtanding of this 
misfortune, ſpied a convenient time vyhen the army that the King left be- 
hind him in divers parts of the realm lay near to the ſaid Caſtles, and by help 
thereof (allied forth ( leaving within force ſufficient for their defence ac- 
cording tothe proportion of their vivals which was very ſmall ) andde- 
perted themſelves with two thouſand and five hundred ſouldiers,appoiating 
08:45 and two other gentlemen Captains of the Caſtles. The ſaid L,of 44>t- 
penſier, the Prince of Salcrne , the Sencichal of Beavcaire, and the reſt thac 
were withthem departed to Salerne, for the which cauſe King Ferrand ſaid, 
that he might lawfully put to death the hoſtages delivered to him a few 
daics before, whoſe names were theſe, the Lord of Alegee, one called de ls 
Mzrch d Ardaine,the Lord de 1a Chapelle d' Anjon,one named Rogquebertin Ca- 
telane, and one Genly: for you ſhall underſtand that not paſt three months 
before,the ſaid K. Ferrand was entred into Naples by intelligence, orrather 
through the negligence of cur meo, who underſtood of all their practices in 
the town, and yet never ſought to countermine them, But hereof I will write 
no farther, becauſe I ſpeak but upon report : for notwithſtanding that I had 
mine intelligence from the principal of thoſe that were there, yet do I not 
willingly diſcourſe long of any matter, that | have not been preſent at my 
ſelf. The ſaid Kiog Ferrand being in Naples, was advertiſed that the King was 
ſlain atthe battle of Fornove, as were our men alſo within the Caſtle by the 
Duke of 44/an letters, ro the which credit was given : notwithſtanding that 
they reported nothing but lies, And thereupon the Coulonnoz ( whoſe-man- 
ner is, alwaies to turn with. the ſtrongeſt) revolted incontinent from us, 
though ſundry vvales bound to the King, as before you have heard, Where- 
fore our men (partly through theſe untrue reports, bur eſpecially becauſe a 
great number ofthem were retired into the Caſtle, being utterly uofurniſhed 
of viQtuals, and partly alſo becauſe they had loſt their horſes, and all their 
poods within the town:) made a compoſition, the ſixt day of 0Fober, in the 
year 1495, after they had been beſieged three months and fourteen daies, 
promiſing if they were not ſuccoured within a certain ſpace, to depart into 
Provence,and yield the Caſtles without making further war, cither by ſea or 
| E c lagd 
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Jand upon the realm of Naples ; for the performance of which conditi- | 


ons they delivered theſe hoſtages above-named; and yet vvithin twen- 
ty daies after the compoſition, departed as you have heard : for the vvhich 
cauſe King Ferrand ſaid that they had broken the compoſition in that they 
departed vvithout leave: and notwi.bſtanding that our men maintained 
the contrary, yet were the hoſtages in great danger and not without cauſe, 
For although I will not deny but that our men did vviſely to depart not- 
withſtanding the compoſition ; yet had they done much better if the day 
of their departure they had yielded the Caſtles for their hoſtages ſafety, 
and received again the ſaid hoſtages. For the Caſtles held but twenty daies 
after they were departed, partly for lack of yvictuals, and partly becauſe 
they deſpaired of ſuccours. To conclude, the loſs of the Caſtle of Naples, 


was the loſs of the whole realm. | 
CHAP. IX. 


Of the preat famine and miſery the Duke of Orleans and his wen were in at 
Novarre : of the Marchioneſs of Montferrats death, and likewiſe of AMon- 
feeur de Veadoſmes : and how after long deliberation the King inclined to 


peace, to ſave thoſe that were beſieged, 


HE Kiog being at Thxrin (as you have heard) and at Quiet-(whither 
| he vvent ſometime to ſolace himſelf) attended daily tor news of the 
7 Almains vvhom he had ſent for, and travelled to recover the Duke 
of Xilan, whoſe friendſhip he much deſired , neither cared he greatly for 
the Duke of 0r/eans ſucceſs, vvho began now to be ſore diſtreſſed for vi- 
Qtuals, and yvrote daily for ſuccours, becauſe the enemies were approa- 
ched nearer the town, Beſides that, their force vvas increaſed vvith a thou- 
ſand 4/main horſemen, and eleven thouſand footmen called launce knights, 
levied in the kiog of Romans dominions : the horſemen being led by Ma- 
ſter Frederick Capelare of the county of Ferrette ( a valiant knight who 
long had been trained up both in France and Taly, ) and the footmen by a 
couragious knight of Axſtrich called Maſter George d' Abecfin *, the ſelf ſame 
that took Saint Omer for the King of Rozzans. The King therefore ſeciog his 
enemies forces daily to increaſe, and that no honourable end could be 
made, yvas adviſed to remoye to Yerceil, there to deviſe ſome vvay to ſave 
the Duke of Orleans and his company, who (as before you have heard) had 
given no order at all for their victuals at their firſt entry into Novarre, And 
ſure the Duke ſhould have done much better,io following the adviſe I gave 
him at the Kings return to Aſt, as before is mentioned ; which vyas to de- 
part out of Nevarre, putting all that were unable to do ſervice ant. of 'the 
town, and to repair himſelf co the King : for his preſence would much have 
furthered nis affairs, at the leaſt thoſe that he had lefe bebind him, ſhould 
not have ſuffered ſuch extream famine as they did: for he would have made 
a compoſition ſooner, when he had ſeen no remedy. But the Archbiſhop 


of Rowen, vvho had been vvith him in Novarre trom the very beginning; 


and for the furtherance of his affairs vvas come to the Kiog , and preſent at 
the debating of all maitersz ſent him word daily not to depart, becauſe 
ſhortly he ſhould be ſuccoured, grounding himſelt vvholy upon the Car- 
dinal of. Saint 4falo's promiſe, vyho had all the credit with the King. Good 


afiction cauſed him to write thus, but I was vvc1l aſſured cf the contrary. 
For 


Pnilip de Cormines, 

For no man would return tothe batcle uyleſs the King went io perſon; and 
as touchiog him he d-(ired nothing I-fs: for this was bur a private quarrel] 
for one town whic! the Duke of Orleans would needs retain, and the Duke 
of 44i/an need have reſtore d,b<caule it is but ten leagues from 147!an;ſo that 
of neceſlity one of them muſt have had all. For there are in the Dutchy of 
Milan nine or ten great cities, the one near to the other. Further, the Duk 

of A1ilan (aid,that in reſtoring Novarre,aud not demanding Gerua,he woul 

doany thing for the King, We lent meal oftentimes to Novarre, whereof the 
half was ever loſt upon the way 3 and once threeſcore men of arms were de- 
feated going thither, being led by a young Gentleman of the Kings houſe, 
named Chaſtilio : ſome of them were taken, ſome entred the towp, and the 
reſt hardly eſcaped, It is impoſſible to expreſs the great miſery of our men 
within Novarre : for every day ſome died of famine, and two parts of them 
were lick, ſo that piteous letters came from thence in cypher, though with 
great difficulty, They received ever fair promiſes,and all was but abuſe. But 


' thoſe that governed the Kings affairs deſired the battle,not conſidering that 


no man was of that opinion but themſelves:for all the beſt men of war in the 
army, namely,the Prince of Orange lately arrived, and to vvhom the King 
pave credit in martial affairs , and all the other captains, defired to make a 
good end by treaty, For winter approached, we were unfurniſhed of mony, 
the oumber of French vvas ſmall, and many of themfick; ſo that they de- 
parted daily, ſome with the Kings leave,and ſome vvithout leave : but not- 
withſtanding all theſe inconveniences, all the vviſe men in the camp could 
not diſſwade thoſe abovementioned, from ſending word to the D,of Orleans 
not to depart the town z whereby unduubted]y they greatly endangered 
him. And this they did,becauſe they truſted upon the great force of4lmains, 
whereof the Bailiff of Digeon: aſſured them; to vvhom alla certain of them 
ſent vvord to bring as many as he could levy. To be ſhort , their company 
vvas divided, and every man faid and writ vvhat hia liſted, 

Thoſe that would have oo peace, nur meeting to treat thereof,alleadged 
that the enemies ought to make the firſt cyerture,and not the Kiog:but they 
on the other ſide ſaid, that they would not fiſt break the ice; inthe mean 
time the miſery of our men in Novarre daily increaſed, in ſuch ſort,that now 
their letters made mention only of thoſe that died daily for hunger,and that 
they could hold the town but ten daies, and afterward eight daies,yea and 
once they came to three daies,bur they had firſt paſſed their day beforepre- 
fixed. To be ſhort, ſogreat extremity hath not been ſeen of long time, no I 
am ſure that a hundred years before we were born, never men ſuſtained ſa 


'grear famine as they did. 


11 the mean time died the Marchioneſs of 1/orrtferrat (a great friend to the 
French) whereupon ſome [rife aroſe in that country for the government,the 
which on the one ſide the Marqueſs of Salxce demanded, and on the other 
the L. Conſtantine uncle to the ſaid Marchioneſs, who was a Greek, and ſhe 
a Greekeſs, daughter tothe King of Servia, but the Turk had deſtroyed them 
both The ſaid Lord Conflantine had fortified himſelt in the Caſtle of Caſal, 
and had in his hands the late Marqueſs his two ſoos,begotten of this wiſe and 
beautitul Lady, the which died the 29 year of her age,her cldeſt fon _ 
but nine years old, Other particular men alſo aſpired tothe goverament,ſo 
that great part-takiog aroſe about that matter in our camp, The King 
commanded me to go thither, and determine the controverlic for the 
Childrens ſafety , and to the contentation of the greateſt part of the pro: 
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le, For he feared that this variance would make them call the D. of A1il4n 
into their country, greatly to our diſcontentmenr:; for the friendſhip of this 
houſe of Montferrast ſtood us in great ſtead, I was Joath ro depart before] 
had brought into better tune thoſe that contraried the peace: for 1 conſi- 
dered both the inconveniences above rehearſed, and alſo that vvinter ap. 
proached,and feared leaſt theſe Prelats ſhould perſwade the King to adven- 
ture another battle, whoſe power was ſmall, unleſs great force of Swiſers 
hapned to come, and though ſo many came as they vaunted of, yet ſeemed 
jt rome a dangerous caſe to put the King and his eſtate into their hands, 
Further, our enemies were mighty, and lodged in a ſtrong place, and vvell 
fortified, Wherefore all theſe points being well weighed, I adventured to 
perfwade the King not to hazard his perfon and eſtate for a trifle. I deſired 
him to remember the great danger he was in at Formove , which could not 
then be avoided, becauſe neceflity forced him to fight: but now(l ſaid)there 
was no ſuch neceſſity. | adviſed him further, not to refuſe a good end , be» 
cauſe of this fond objeQion, that he ought not firſt to break the ice, for if it 
ſo pleafed him, I would fizd means that overtures ſhould be made in ſuch 
fort, that the honour of both parties ſhould be ſaved. He bad me repair to 
the Cardinal ; and ſo I did: but the Cardinal gave me ſtrange anſwers, and 
deſired the battle, affuriog himſelf of the viftory : and further alleadging 
that the D. of Orleans had promiſed him ten thouſand ducats of yearly re- 
venues for one of his ſons, if he obtained the Dutchy of Xlan. The next day, 
as I went to take my leave of the King to depart to Caſa/(being diſtant from 
thence about a daies journey and a half) I met with Moofieur de [a Trimozlle 
by the way, whomlT advertiſed of my communication had with the Kiog : 
afd becauſe he was near about him, I aiked his advice whether I ſhould preſs 
forward the matter, whereunto he earneſtly perſwaded me, for all men de- 
fired to repair home. The King was to a garden, and when I cameto him, [ 
began to perſwade with him (as the day before) in preſence of the Cardioal, 
who anſwered me that it appertained to him being a Church man, to be the 
firſt mover ofthe King to peace : whereunto replied that if he would not, 
I wonld. For I perceived well that both the Kiog and thoſe that were near- 
eft about him defired to return home. ThenI cook my leave, and at my de- 
parture told rhePrince of 0razge(who had the principal charge of the army) 
chat if I entred into any commanication of peace, 1would addreſs my ſelf 
wholly to him, This being done took my journey towards Caſa?, where I 
was well received by the whole kindred of this houſe of AMoniferrat, and 
found the greateſt part of them inclined to the Lord Conftantize, whoſe go- 
vernment was thought by them all moſt convenient for the childrens ſafery, 
becauſe he could pretend no title to the ſucceſſion as the Marqueſs of Sa/xce 
did. I aſſembled by the ſpace of certain daies both the Nobles of the coun- 
try, the Spiritual men, and the Burgeſſes of the good towns, and at the re- 
ueſt of thern,at the leaſt the greateſt part ofthem, declared the Kings plea- 
ure to be, that the Lord Conſtantizre ſhould remain governour, For I was 
furethey would not withftand the Kings commandement, both becauſe of 
the force he had then on that ſide the mountains, and alſo becauſe of the 
gvod affetion the whole country beareth to the houſe of Fraxce. 
About three daics after my arrival at Ca/al, the Marqueſs of Mantra the 
Venetians General, fent the Steward of his houſe thither to condole the 
late deceaſed Marchionefs death : for the ſaid Marqueſs vvas of kio to this 


houſe of Moriferrat, The ſame Steward and 1 centred into communication 
how 
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how he might agree theſe two armies without battle : for both the parties 
diſpoſed themſelves to fight, and the King lay in camp near to Vercezl,but to 
fay the truth he did but paſs the river only 5 and lodge his camp, which was 
utterly uoprovided ot tents and pavilions: for our men had brought forth 
but few with them, and thoſe few alſo were Joſt. Moreover,the ground was 
wet, both becauſe vvinter approached, and becauſe the country lieth low, 
The King lodged in his camp but one night, and the next day returned to 
the town: but the Prince of Orarge abude (ti}] with the army:ſo did alſo the 
Earl of Foix,and the Earl of Yendoſme, vyho tell iatoa flux there vyhereof he 
died, which ſure vvas great pity: tor he vvas a goodly gentleman,young,and 
wiſe,and was come thither in poſt,becauſe the bruit ran that there we ſhould 
fight. For you ſhall underſtaud that he had nur been with the King in this 
voyage into [taly. Befides theſe the Maiſhal of Gie abode alſo in the camp 
and divers other Captaios,but the greateſt force were the Almains that had 
been vvith the Kiog in this voyage : for the French men. would by no means 
lodge abroad,the town being fo near; belides ihat,divers of them were ſick, 
and many returned home, ſome with Jeave aud iome without leave.Nowarre 
vvas diſtant from our camp ten gicat 1aliar miles, containing fix French 


Jeagues at the leſt, the way is cumbericme ;- tor the ground is tough and 


ſoft as in Flayders,becauſe of ditches that are cn both ſides of the way,much 
deeper than the ditches of Flanders. In winter the waies there are very foul, 
and in funimer marvellous duſty, Moreover,between our camp and Novarre, 
there was alittle place which we held called Boxrg , about aleague from us, 
and another that they held about a league from their camp,calledCamarian, 
But the vvaters vyere riſen ſo high, that a man could hardly paſs between us 
and them, 7 | 

The Marqueſs of Mantna's ſteward above-mentioned that was come to 
Caſall, and my ſelf continued ſtill our communication of peace, and divers 
reaſons Ialleadged to him to perſwade his Maſter to ſhun the battle, FirſtyI 
put him io mind of the great danger he had been in at Formove:ſecondarily,l 
told him that he fought for them that never had advanced him , notwith- 
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ſtanding the great ſervices he had done them: wherefore his beſt way ſhould | 


beto incline to peace, which I for my part promiſed to further on our fide, 
as much as in me lay. He anſwered that his Maſter defired nothing more than 
peace,but that we muſt make the firſt motion thereof,as word had been ſent 
we heretofore,conſideriog that their league,that is to ſay,the Pope,the Kings 
of Romans and Spain,theVenetians,and the Duke of 2{i/an were more worthy 
than the Kiog alone.I anſwered,that to make ſuch a ceremony about ſo ſmall 
a trifle, was meer-folly: notwithſtanding if any ceremony were to be obſer- 
ved,that the K.ought to have the preheminence and honour thereof, confi- 
dering that bimſelf was there in perſon, and the others had but their lieute- 
pants there. But to avoid all ſuch fond cavillation, I offcred that he and [I 
joyntly as mediators (if he ſo thought good) would break the ice, ſo that I 
were ſure his Maſter the Marqueſs of 4an:#4 would agree thereunto, and 
proceed accordingly. Whereupon we concluded,that the next day I ſhould 
ſend'a Trumpeter totheir camp,by whom I ſhould write to Mr. Lxcas Pi/an, 
and Mr, Melchior Treviſan the two Yenetias Provilors, the which are officers 
appointed to conſult with their captains,and to provide things neceſlary for 
their army. Accordiog to the which reſolution , the next morning I writ 
unto them the effe& of that I had ſaid before to the ſteward : for 1 had 
good colour to continueſtill a mediator, becauſe 4 had promiſed ſo to do 
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at my departure from Venice, Belides that, I was ſure the Kiog defired peace, 
and methought alſo that our affairs required ir. Laſtly, there are ever men 
enough to break off a good appointment, but few that have {kii] and vvill 
withal to trave] for the pacification of ſo great a controverlie, nor that will 
endure ſo many hard ſpeeches as are uſed of them that deal in ſuch #ftzirs : 
for in great armies all are not of one humor. The ſaid Proviſors were glad of 
theſe news, and promiſed that I ſhould ſhortly bave anſwer of my letter : 
whereof forthwith they ſent word to Yenice in Poſt, and received anſwer 
vvith great expedition from the Sentorie,and not long after,ſent anEarl that 
ſerved the D.of Ferrara,to our camp. The ſaid Duke had men in their army; 
A 95690 for his eldeſt ſon was in pay with the D. of A4i/an ©, but another of his ſons 
was 4'fonſs, Vvith the King our Maſter. This Earls name was Albertin, and he pretended 
— openly , that the occaſion of his arrival vyas to viſit Mr. John James of Tre- 
«pe nſec this 4c#),with vvhomhe bad a ſon in ſervice 4,He addreſſed himſelf to the Prince 
ly becauſe the of Orange, according to the ſtewards agreement and mine at our departure 
revel” > frem Caſal,and advertifed him that he had a commiſſion from the Marqueſs 
ſeemfirſtro of Mantra, the Provifors, and the other Captains of their ary, to demand 
ſeek peace. a ſafe condutt for the ſaid Marqueſs and athers, to the number of fiſty hor- 
ſes,to come and treat with ſuch as it ſhould pleaſe the K.to appoint;for they 
acknowledged that it was reaſon they ſhould firſt come to the Kiog and his 
Commiſſioners, and declared alſo that they vvould do him that honour, Af- 
tetward the (aid Earl defired ro commune with the Kiog apart:which his re- 
queſt being granted, he then counſelled him not to make peace, reporting 
our enemies army to be in ſo great fear , that ſhortly they would raiſe their 
ſiege ard depart: by vvhich words he ſeemed rather defirous to break off 
the treaty than to further it 3 notwithſtanding that his commiſſion openly 
were ſuch as you have heard. At this communication M, Jobr James of Tre- 
voul was preſent, who becauſe he was great enemy to the D,of 14i/an,would. 
alſo gladly have broken off the treatie. But above all others, the D, of Fer- 
rara,the ſaid Earl Albertins Maſter (being newly arrived at the D.of Milans 
camp,who had married his daughter)defired warsfor he vvas great enemy to 
the Yenetiazs, becauſe they vvithheld from him divers countries,namely,the 
Poleſan and others. After the King had communed with this Earl, he ſent for 
me, and debated with his Councel , yvhether he ſhould grant this ſafe con- 
du or not, Thoſe that would gladly heve broken off the treaty, as Maſter 
Fohn James,and others (who ſpake in favour of the D.of Orleans, as they pre- 
tended) defired the battle, ſayiog, that they were ſure the enemies would 
ſhortly d#lodge,becauſe they ſtarved for hunger : but the greateſt part of 
thoſe that gave this advice vvere Clergy-men, who would not have been at 
the battle themſelves. Divers others,and my ſelf among the reft, were ofthe 
contrary opinion,ſaying, that vve ſhould ſooner ſtarve for hunger than they, 
being in their ovvn country. And as touching their diflodging we anſwered, 
that their force was too great to flie for fear of us, and by that means to caſt 
themſelves away. Wheretore theſe vvords(vve faid proceeded of men that 
would have us fight and hazard our lives for their particular quarrels, To be 
ſhorr,the fafe coodu@ was granted and ſent, and promiſe made that the next 
day by two of the clock at afternoon,thePrince of0range,the Marſhal of Gie, 
the L. of Piermes, and my ſelf ſhould meet the ſaid Marqueſs and his Col- 
legues between Boxrg and Camarian, near a towr vvhere they kept their 
vvatch,to the end yve might there commune together. According to the 
which appointment the next day thither we went,accompanied with a good 
band 
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band of ſouldiers: and there the ſaid Marqueſs of Mariza and a YVexetian that 

had the charge of their Eſtradiots met us *, and gave us very courteous lan- * This Yeneti- 
guage, ſaying, that for their parts they deſired peace, Further , we there .,,, © 
concluded, that tothe end vve might the. more conveniently commune to- Contarer. 
gether, they ſhould ſend certain commiſſioners to our camp, and afcerward ©" 
the King certain of his to them ; vvhereunto they agreed , and fent unto us 

the next day on the Duke of lars behalf Maſter Franciſco Bernardin Vil 

court, and with him one of the Marqueſs of Martne's Secretaries 5 with 

whom we above named, and the Cardinal of S. Malo began to negotiate. 

They demanded Nowarre where the D. of Orleans vvas betieged,and we Ge- 

44, laying,that It was held of the King by humage , and that the Diikeof 

Milan had taken it by confiſcation f. Then they made their excuſes, ſaying, 

that they had attempted nothing againlt the King,but only in their ownde- f —_— _— 
fence, that the Duke of Orleans had taken the ſaid city of Novarre withthe jrgughr of” 
Kings forces, and had firſt moved this vvar : aud further, that they thought right ro have 
their Maſters vyould never agree to ſuch conditions, but willingly do any nd 
other thing to content the King, , They were vvith us two dates and after- hands, of © 
ward returned again to their camp, whither the Marſhal of Gze,M. de Pien- —_ was 
ner and my ſelf were ſent after them, to demand the ſaid city of Genua 3 and (5h. Duke 
3s touching Novarre,we offered to deliver it to the King of Komans men that of Milan. 
were in their camp,under the leading of Mr. George de Pietreplane, and Mr. 

Frederick Capelare, and one named Mr, Hawnce, For we could not ſuccour it 

but by battle, and that vve deſired not : wherefore this offer vve made to 

diſcharge our ſelves of it vvith honour ; for the Dutchy of Mz/az is held by 

homage of the Emperour. Divers meſſengers ran to and fro between onr 

camp and theirs,but nothing vvas concluded, Notwithſtanding I lodged e- 

very oight in their camp; for the Kings pleaſure vvas that I ſhould fo do, be- 

cauſe he would break off no overture. In the end all we above-named re- 
turnedagain to them, being accompanied with the Prefident of Gannay,and 

Moruilier Bailiti of Amiens , vvhich two vvent vvith us to open the articles 

in Latin:for hitherto I had negotiated with them in ſuch bad l[talian as I had. 

Our order of proceeding was this; When we arrived at the Dukes lodging, 

he and the Dutcheſs came forth toreceive us at the end ofa gallery,aod then 

we entred all before him 1nto his chamber, where we found ewo long ranks 

of chairs,ſer near together the one before the other; in the one ofthe which 

they ſate down,and we tin the other, They fate in this order ; firſt one form 

theKing of Romans, then the ambaſſador of Spain,thea the Marqueſs of #147- 

t44, and the two Provifors of Yenice, and an ambaſſador of /enice , then the 

Duke of M/an and his wite,and laſt of all the ambaſſador of Ferrara:of their 

ſide none ſpake but the Duke alone,and of our ſide but one.But our manner 

is not to proceed ſo calmly nor fo orderly as they : for we ſpake ſometimes 

two or three together; but then the Duke uſed to reclaim us, ſaying ho,one 

to one. When we came to pen the articles, all that was agreed upon, was 

written by one of our Secretaries,and likewiſe by one of theirs, which alſo 

at our departure the twq Secretaries read,the one in Italian and the other in 

| French, and likewiſe at our next meetiog, as well to the end that nothing 

ſhould be altered,as alſo for the more expedition : and fare it is 2 good man- 

ner of proceediog in great and weighty affairs. This ereaty endured about 

fifceen dates or more:but it was agreed the firſt day,that the Duke of Orleans 

might depart out of the town,and the ſelf ſame day we made truce, which 

continued from day to day till the peace was EL 

quels 
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£ The Mar- queſs of Mantua? put himſelf in hoſtage into the Earl of Fozx his hands,rather 
at yg for his own pleaſure,than for any doubt we had of the D. of Orleans perſon. 
ſelf in ho- But they made us firſt ſwear that we would proceed in the treaty of peace 


nap uprightly and fincerely without diſſimulation,only to deliver the ſaid Duke. 


Orleans Was 

to paſs rho- CHAP. RX. 

—_—_— '* How the Dwke of Orleans and his company were delivered by compoſition out of 
Guicciar. their great miſery in Navarre where they were beſieged 5 and of the Swilers 


arrival that came to ſuccour the King and the ſaid Duke of Orleans, 


ſervants,went t& Navarre.and cauſed the Duke of Orleans with a ſmall 
train to come {2:+h of the town whereof he was right glad. They 
within the town were iv miſerably perſecuted with famine and fickneſs,that 
+: the faid Marſhal was forc<d to !cave his nephew called Monſieur de Rome- 
-._ _ Fort in hoſtage with them , promiſiog that withio three daies they ſhould all 
 _ comeforth. You have heard before how the Bailiff of Digeon was ſent into 
Swiſſerland to levy five thouſand men among their Cantons,the which vvere 
not yet arrived whep the Duke of Orleaxs came forth of Nowvarre:for if they 
had, undoubtedly in mie opinion we had fought.But notwithſtanding that 
we were certainly advertiſed that there came a much greater number than 
we ſent for, yet cov:d we not tarry their coming becauſe of our mens great 
diſtreſs in Novarre,vvicre there died at the leaſt two thouſand of famine and 
ſickneſs : the reſt alſo betng ſo poor and miſerable that they ſeemed rather 
carcaſſes than living creatures, And I think verily (ſettiog the ſiege of Hieru- 
ſalems laid aſide) that never men ſuſtained ſuch hunger as they did. But if at 
their firſt entry into the town they had made good proviſion of Corn , 
(whereof they might have recovered plenty in the villages thereabout)they 
ſhould never have been brought to ſuch extremity : but on the other fide, 

their enemies have been forced to depart with great diſhonour, 

Three or four daies after the D. of 0r/eans departed out of Nowarre,it was 
agreed by both the parties that all the ſouldiers ſhould likewiſe be permit- 
ted to come fourth,and the Marqueſs of 2dartua,and Mr,Galeas of St.Severin, 
Captains, the one of the Yeretians, the other of the Duke of Mans forces, 
were appointed to convey them inſafety,and ſo they did, Further,as touch- 
ing the town of Novarre it was put ioto the citizens hands, who vvereſworn 
toreceive into it neither French nor 7talian,before the treaty of-peace were 
fully cencluded, Moreover, thirty of our men remained (till in the Caſtle, 
whom the Duke of 4i/az permitted to have vicuals for their mony from 
day today, Undoubtedly a man would never believe the great miſery they 
were in that came forth of the town, unleſs he had ſeen them. Horſes they 
brought forth but few, for they were in manner all eaten, and there vvere 
hardly fix hundred men among them able to do ſervice , notwithſtanding 
that there came forth 5500,A great number lay by the waies whom the ene» 
mies themſelves relieved, I for my part for the yalue of a crown ſaved fifty of 
them, as they lay ſuccourleſsioa garden near to a little Caſtle that the ene- 
mies held,called Camarian, where I cauſed porrige to be given them, which 

 ſowell refreſhed them that in the ſaid garden there died but one, avd after. 
ward upon the way about four, for it was ten miles trom Novarre to Verceil ; 
whither vvhen they arrived, the King beſtowed his charity upon themzand 


commanded eight hundred franks to be divided among them,and paid _ 
2 allo 


6 i= Marſhal of Gie.accompanied with certain of the Duke of 245/anz 


Philip de Commines. 


alſo their wages, as vvell the dead as the living, and the Swiſſrs in like man» | 


ner,uf yvhom about four hundred died in Nowarre: but notwithſtanding all 
this their good cheriſhing,three hundred of them died at Verce:l after their 
return, ſome by feeding too greedily after their long famine, and ſome by 
ſickneſs, fo that a great number lay dead upon the dunghils of the tovvn. 
About this preſent, after all our men vvere come forth of the toyvn, except 
thirty that remained 1n the caſtle - (ſome of the vvhich alſo daily ſallied 


forth) arrived the Swiſſers, eightor teathouſand of the yvhich came and 


lodged vvith us in our camp, vyhere vvere already tvvo thouſand that had 
been vvith the King in this voyage of Naples : thereſt of their company 
being likewiſe to the number of ten thouſand encamped near to Yer- 
ceil. The King was adviſed not to ſuffer theſe two bands to joyn together, ia 
the which were to the number of twenty ard two thouſand men : ſo that I 
thick ſo mavy ſouldiers of their country vvere never together before, For 
the opinion of all thoſe that knew their country was, that they left but few 
able men behiod. them, ard ſure the greateſt part of theſe came whether we 
would or not, in ſuch ſort that their vvives and children would have come 
with them, had out the ſtraights at the entry into Piemwont been defended to 
ſtop them. A man may doubr whether this their coming proceeded of good 
afie tion or no, becauſe the late King Lewis had beſtowed great benefits up» 
on them, and was the cauſe of the great honour and renown they have won 
19 the vvorld. True it is that there were ſome old men among them, that had 
born great good-will to Kivg Lewws : for there came a number of Captains 
above ſeventy two years of age, the which had ſerved againſt Duke Charles 
of Burgundy: but the chief cauſe of their coming was covetouſneſs and po- 
verty, To ay the truth all the able men that they could levy cameygand ſuch 
a number of tall fellows they were, and fo goodly a band, that methought it 
;— 295 1 to diſcomfiithem,otherwiſe than by famine or cold,or ſome ſuch 
diſtreſs. 

Let us now 1eturn to the principal matter,to wit the Treaty. The Duke of 
Orleans (after he had vvell refreſhed himſelf eight or ten daies, being ac- 
companied with men cf all ſorts)ſuppofing his honour to be ſtained,becauſe 
ſuch a number of men as vvere with him in Novarre,had ſuffered themſelves 
through meer folly to be brought to ſo great extremity, began to wiſh that 
we might fight, and talked very (toutly of the battle,and one or two more 
of his followers. Further, Monfieur de Ligny, and the Archbiſhop of Rovers 
(who governed the ſaid Dukes affairs) and two or three other mean perſo- 
nages, ſuborned certain 8wiſſers to come and offer themſelves to fight, But 
no reaſon could be alleadged vvhy we ſhould fo do: for the D, of Orleans 
had no men inthe town more than the thirty remaining in the Caſtle,ſo that 
there was DO cauſe vyhy vve ſhould adventure the battle; for the King had 
no quarre), neither meant to fight but only for ſaving the ſaid Dukes perſon 
and his ſervants. Beſides this, our enemies were mighty, and it was impoſſi- 
ble to aflail them in their camp,as well becauſe they were entrenched round 
about, and their trenches full of water, as alſo becauſe of the ſtrong ſeat 
thereof, Moreover, they had no enemies to invade them but us only, for 
they ſtood now in no more fear of the town. They were above 2800 men 
of arms bardeg, and five thouſand light horſemen, and 11500 Almains led 
by good Captains, to wit, Maſter George of Pietreplane,Maſter Frederick Ca> 
pelare,and Maſter Hawnce,belides great force of footmen of their own coun- 
tries ; ſo that they ſeemed to ſpeak but upon a bravery , that faid we might 

take 
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take them in their camp, or that they would flie;Beſides all this, angther thing 
there w3s greatly to be feared, to wit, leaſt theſe Swifſers if they joyned all 
together ſhould take the King and the Noblemen of the army, beiog but a 
hat:dful inreſpet of them, and lead them priſoners into their country ; for 
ſome apparance there was that they meant ſo to do, as you ſhall hear at the 
concluſion of the peace. 


CHAP. XI. 
How the peace was concluded between the King and the Duke of Ocleans on the 
one fide, and the enemies on the other « and of the Conditions and Articles 


- #hereof. | 


Hile theſe matters were thus debated too and fro among ns.io ſuch 
/ heat that the Duke of Or/eans and the Prince ot Orange fell at va- 


riance about them,ſo far forth that the Duke gave him the lie: the 
Marſhal of Ge, the Lord of Pzenres, the Preſident Gannay, the Lurd Mor- 
villier,the Vidaſme of Chartres,and my felt returned to the enemies camp and 


« This Treaty-concluded peace *®: which notwithſtanding that we perceived by manifeſt 


of Verceil 
was conclu- 
ded the 9 of 
Oftgber, 


rokens to be uvlike long to endure, yet neceſiity forced us to conclude it, 
both becauſe of divers reaſons above alleadged , becauſe the winter con- 
ſtrained us thereunto,becauſe we lacked mony:and alſo to the end we might 
depart with an honourable peace , which ſhould be' ſent abroad into the 
vvorld in writing, as the King had concluded with his Councel,the Duke of 


. Orleans being there preſent, The articles of the peace were theſe : That the 


Duke of 24:/an ſhould bear the King his faith for Gezzua againſt all men : and 
that in reſp<& thereof, he ſhould arm two ſhips to the Sea at his own proper 
cofts and charges, to fuccour the Caſtles of Naples which held yer for the K. 
And further, that the next year he ſhould furoiſh the King of three ſhips, and 
ſerve him in perſon in the conqueſt of the ſaid realm, if the King b1mielf hap- 
pened to return to conquer it again. That he ſhould give paſl.ige to the 
Kings forces, And if the Yenetians would not accept the peace within two 
months, but continue to defend the houſe of Arragon ; that then he ſhould 
take part with the King agaloſt them, and imploy his perſon and fubjcs for 
the Kings ſervice, under this condition, that all that ſhould be co-:quered of 
their dowinions ſhould be his, That he ſhould releaſe to the King t: urſcore 
thouſand ducats of the hundred and four and twenty thouſand hat he had 
lent him in his voyage. That for performance of theſe conditiors, he ſhould 
deliver to the King two hoſtages of Genua. That the caſtle of Gemma ſhould 
be put into the Duke of Ferraras hands, as neuter for two years, and that the 
Duke of M3/an ſhould pay the one half of the garriſon within it,and the K, 
the other : and further,if the ſaid Duke of 2£Gln ſhould refuſe to do ſuch ſer- 
vices to the King for Genua, as he was bound to do by this treaty, that then 
it ſhould be lawful for the Duke of Ferrara to put the ſaid caltie into the 
Kings hand. Laſt of all, that the ſaid Duke of 24/4 ſhould deliver to the K. 
two other hoſtages of 24ilar. Theſe he delivered, .andſo would he alſo the 
others of Gezxa, if the King had not departed fo ſuddenly ; but fo ſoon as 
he faw him gone, he made delates. ; ; 
| Aﬀer we were returoed from the enemies camp, and had advertiſed the 

King thatihe Duke of 44;1an had ſworn the treaty, and the YVeretians taken 
two'months reſpit to accept orrefule it{for more they would not condeſcend” 


unto)the Kipg {ware it alſo,and the ſecond day after d*termined to depart, 
| | beiog 
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teing very deſirous both he and all the company to return ito France : but 
the ſelf ſame night the Swiſſers that were in our camp aſſembled together 
each Cantun apart, and ſ{trake up their drums ; ſtandiog ia order of battle 
by their enfrgns, as their manner is in their conſultations, All the which 1 
wiite upon the report of Lormay, who was then, and Jong time before had 
been one of their Captains, and underſtandeth well their language, and 
lodged that night in their camp, and came aud advertiſed the King of all 
theſe their actions. © 

Some of theſe Swiſſers gave advice to take the King and all his company, 
that is to ſay,the principal of the army 3 others would not agree thereunto, 
but gave counſel to demand payment for three months, ſayipg,that the king 
his father had promiſed them this payment as often as they ſhould depart 
ont of their country with enſigo diſplaied : others were of opinion to take 
the priocipal of the army, not touching the kiogs perſon, This laſt opinion 
took place, ſo far forththat they began to diſpoſe themſelves to execute it, 
a great number of their men being ready within the town : but before they 
had fully concluded, the king parted and went to 7rir, a town inthe Mar- 
quifat cf Montferrat.Sure they did us great wrong, to demand three months 
payment (whereas king Lewzs had promiſed them but one 3) eſpecially ha- 
ving done no ſervice. To be ſhort, inthe end we made an agreement vvith 
them, but they that had been with us at Naples, had firſt taken the Bailiff of 
Digeon and Lornay (who had eyer been their Captains)demanding payment 
of fifteen daies for their departure, But the others had three months pay, 
amounting to five hundred thouſand Franks ; for the which ſum, they were 
contented to take pledges and hoſtages. All this diſorder happeved by pra- 
Qice of certain of our own men, who moved them this to do, becauſe they 


miſhked the peace, as one of their Captains came and told the Prince of 


Orarge, who advertiſed the king thereof, | = 

When the king arrived at Trzn, he ſent the Marſhal of Gie, the Preſident 
Gannay aud me, to the Duke of A4ilan, to defire himto come and ſpeak with 
him. Wealleadged many reaſons to perſwade him thereuntogſaying,that by 
this means the peace ſhould be fully confirmed : but he gave forth divers 
reaſons to the contrary, and refuſed ſoto do; excuſing himſelf upon certain 
ſpeeches uttered by Monſieur de Ligny (who had adviſed to take him priſon- 
er when he was with the king at Pavza) and likewiſe by the Cardinal , who 
had all the credit with the kiog, But notwithſtanding that many fooliſh 
words were indeed ſpoken, I know not by whom; yet ſure Iam that at this 
preſent the king greatly deſired his friendſhip. He was in a place called Bo» 
lie, and agreed to ſpeak with the kiog , ſo that a grate might be between 
them built upon a bridge over a river, Upon the return of which anſwer 
the king departed to @xiers, where he ſtaled but a night or two, and then 
took his journy to paſs over the Mountains,and ſent me again to Yexice,and 
others to Gena to cauſe the two ſhips to be manned , which the Duke of 
Milan was bound to lend him : but he performed no whit of that he pro- 
miſed 5 for after the king had been at great charges 1n arming of men to the 
ſaid ſhips,the Duke would not let them depart;but on the contrary fide ſent 
two to our enemies, | 
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How the King ſent the Lord Argenton to Venice with certain Conditions of 
peace which they refuſed : and of the Duke of Milans falſe dealings. 


Y ambaſſage to the Yenetians was to know whether they would ac- 
cept the peace, and agree to theſe three Articles. Fitſt,to reſtore 
a The Yenett- 


| Monopoly to the King , vvhich they had lately won from us ©, Se- 

_ "id > condarily, to revoke the Marqueſs of 4/antza,and the forces they had in the 
King Ferrand Realm of Naples, from King Ferrand: ſervice. Laſtly, to declare King Fer- 
= h on #** rande to be none of their Confederates, becauſe none were comprehended 
Fulignans, in their league but the Pope, the King of Rowary, the King of Spain,and the 
Gricciar. Duke of Milan. When I arrived at Yenice, they received me very honoura- 
bly, though not ſo honourably as at my former being there, and no marvel; 

for then we were in peace, but now in hoſtility. I did my meſſage to the 

Duke, who welcomed me, and told me that ſhortly I ſhould receive mine 
aoſwer,but that he would firſt conſult with the Senate. Three daijes they com- 

manded general proceſſions and publick ſermons, and dealt great alms, de- 

firipg God of his grace to dire them into the wiſeſt courſe 3 which manner 

of proceeding(as [ was there informed )they uſe ordinarily in ſuch like caſes. 
Wherefore I muſt needs confeſs, that this city ſeemed to me the moſt devour, 

as touching matters of religion, that ever I came 1o, and their Churches the 

beſt decked and trimmed 3 ſo that herein I account them equal withthe an- 

cient Kowans, and am fully perſwaded, that thereof ſpriogeth the greatneſs 

of their Seniory : which ſure is worthy rather to increaſe than diminiſh, But 

to return to mine ambaſſage, I abode there fifteen daies before I was dif 

patched. The aoſwerl received was a flat refuſal of all my demands, vvith 

this excuſe that they were not in war with the King , neither had done any 

thing but io defence of their confederate the Duke of 24/ar,whom the King 

ſought to deſtroy. Afterward they cauſed the Duke to commune with me 

apart, who offered me a good compoſition, to wit,'that K. Ferrande by the 

Popes conſent ſhould holdthe realm of Naples of the King by homage, and 

pay him yearly fifty thouſand ducats for tribute, and a certain ſum of mony 

preſently, the which they offered to lend, meaniog to have in gage for it the 

places which they now hold in Povile, namely Brandis, Otrante, Trani, and 

the reſt, And further, that for performance of theſe conditions, the ſaid Dom 

' Ferrande ſhould deliver to the King, or leave in his hands certain towns in 

Poville, they meant Tarawte which the Kipg yet held , and one or two more 

that the faid Ferrande ſhould have delivered , which towvs they offered us 

onthat ſide of 7taly, becauſe it was the furtheſt from us,notwithſtanding that 

they pretended the offer to be, becauſe they ſtood commodioully to invade 

the T»rk:whereof the King had put men in great hope at his firſt entry ioto 

Italy faying, that he attempted this conqueſt of Naples, to the end he might 

with the more expedition tranſport his ferces againſt the ſaid Turk, which 

was 4 vvicked device, and a meer lie; for he meant nothing leſs, but from 

God no man can hide his thoughts. Moreover, the Duke of Yerice offered 

me, that if the King vvould attempt any thing againſt the Txrk, he ſhould 

have free acceſs to theſe places above-named , that all Zaly ſhould be con- 

tributors tothe vvars3 that the King of Romans ſhould invade alſo on the 


other ſide, and that the King and they vvould govern 7raly in fuch fort, 
that 


; 
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that no man ſhould refuſe to pay that he ſhou'd be rated at ; and further, 
that they for their part would aid him upon their own proper coſts and 
charges with 109 gallies upon the ſca,and 5c00 horſes upon the land. 
| wok my leave of the Duke and the Sentory, ſaying, that I would make 
report cftheir aoſwer to the King. Then returned I to Xilan,and found the 
Duke at Vige/xe, and the Kings Ambaſſador with him, who was one of the 
Stewards ofhis houſe named Rigant Dorelles. The Duke came forth himſelf to 
meer me,under colour of going a hunting:for they ule there to receive Am- 
aſladors with great reverence, and lodged me 1n his Caſtle very honoura- 
bly.l deſired to commune with him apart, and he promiſed that I ſhould fo 
do,though half agaioſt his will as it ſeemed. The Calle of Neples held yet for 
the King : wherefore I meant earneſily to preſs him for the two ſhips promi- 
ſed us by the treaty of Yerceil, the which were ready to depart, he in out- 
ward appearance ſeemed willing thereunto; But Peroz of Baſche Steward of 
the Kings houſe, and Stephen de Neves (who were at Genua for the King) fo 
ſoon as they underſtood of my arrival at Yigeſue,wrote unto me,complaining 
of the Duke of A4lans fallhood, who would not ſuffer the two ſhips to de- 
part which he had promiſed us,but on the contrary (ide had ſent two to aid 
our enemies. They advertiſed me furtherzthat one day the Governour of 
Gerya made them anſwer that he would not ſuffer the ſaid ſhips to be man- 
ned with any French men, and another day that he would put into each of 
ther but five and twenty at the moſt, with divers ſuch like diſſimuſations, 
dallyiog and delayiog the time till the Caſtle of Naples were yielded, which 


the Duke knew well to be victualled but for a moneth or little more, And 


as touching the Army that the King levied in Provence, it was not able to 
fuccour the Caſtle without theſe two ſhips: for the enemies lay before it with 
a great Navy, as well of their own, as -of the Venetzans, and the King of 
Spains. Three dayes I abode with the Duke,and one day he fate in counſel 
with me, ſeemiog to be diſcontented that I mifliked his anſwer touching the 
ſaid ſhips,and alledged that by the treaty of YVerceil he had promiſed to ſerve 
the King with two ſhips, but not that they ſhould be manned with Frexch 
men, Whereunto I anſwered that this ſcemed to mea very ſlender excuſe: 
for if he ſhould lend me a good mule to paſs the mountains withal, and af- 
terward make me lead her in my hand and not to ride upon her,but look up- 
cn her only, what pleaſure did he me? After much debating, he and I with- 
drew our ſelves into a gallery,where [ declared unto him what great pains, 
both I and others had taken to conclude this treaty of YVerceil, and into how 
oreat danger he brought us by contrarying thus his promiſe,and cauſing the 
King by that means to loſe the Caſtles of Nap/es,and conſequently the whole 
Realm,whereby he ſhould alſo ingender perpetual hatred between the King 
and him. Further, I offered him the Princedom of Tarente and the Dutchy of 
Bary,the which Dutchy he had already. Laſtly I ſhewed him the danger he 


| put both himſelf and the whole eſtate of 7aly into,by ſutfering the Veretians b For King 


- . , » = 0 Ferr d f1 
to hold theſe places in Powide Þ. And he confclled Ifaid truegeſpecially touch- fi Che 


ing the Venetians - but his laſt reſolution was that he ſhould find no faith nor ——_ 
aſſurance with the King. LD 


After this communication I took my leave of him, he accompanied me ans fix Towns 
upon the way about a league. But even at our very departure he deviſed * 1-790 
yet a cunnipger ]ye than all the reſt (it a man may uſe ſuch terms of a conditions 


Prince,) for becauſe I ſcemed to depart fad and melancholick , he ſaid un- _ were: 
to me (asa man ſuddenly altered.) that he would do me a friendly turn to + -—ypvoapiet 


the 
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the crd the King might bave good cauſe to welcome me: for the next day he 
would ſend Mr. Galeas to Gerua(more | could not wiſh when he named him 
to me) to cauſe the two ſhips to deparr, and joyn with our Army, by meang 
whereof he would fave the Kiog the Caſtle of Naples, and Conf queizriy the 
whole Realm,as he ſhould indeed, if he had done as he promiſed. He ſaid 
further,that immediately after their departure he would advertiſe me there- 
of with his own hand, to the end | might be the firſt man that ſhould bring 
news to the King, of this great ſervice that I had done him, adding allo that 
the Courrjer ſhould overtake me with his letters before my arrivalat Lyozs, 
In this good hope departed I and took my journey to paſs the mountains, 
thinkivg every Poſt that came after me ro be the ſame that ſhould have 
brought we theſe letters. Notwithſtanding I doubted ſomewhat thereof, 
knowing the nature of the man ſo well asI did. But to proceed in my voyage, 
I came to Chambery where I found the Duke of Savoy who honourably en- 
treated me, and ſtayed me with him a day. AfﬀterwardI arrived at Lyons, 
(without my Courrier) to make report to the King of all that I had done, 
whom I found banquetting and juſtiog, and wholly given to ſport and pa- 
ſtime. Thoſe that had miſliked this treaty of Yercezl were glad that the Duke 
of 2i/an had thus deluded us:for their credit encreaſed thereby, but me they 
potted at,as ia ſuch caſes is uſual in Princes Courts, greatly to my grief and 
diſcontentment, 

I made report to the Kiog by mouth, and ſhewed him allo in writiog the 
Venetians offers above rehearſed whereof he made ſmall account, and the 
Cardinal who governed all,much leſs, But that notwithſtanding 1 moved it 
to him afterward again : for me thought it better to accept this offer than to 
loſe all, Beſides that, the King had no men about him able to deal in fo 

c He meaneth Weighty an enterpriſe ©: for thoſe that were able and of experience,they that 

05 pam 9s had all the credit never or very ſeldom called to counſel inany matter. The 

the Caftle 2 King would gladly they ſhould oftner have been called, but he feared to 

Noples, diſpleaſe thoſe that were of authority about him, eſpecially thoſe that go- 
verned his treaſure,namely the ſaid Cardinal and his brethren and kinſmen, 
Wherefore let all other Princes learn by the example of this, how fit and 
convenient it is for themſelves to take pains in the governing of their own 
affairs ; at the leaſt ſometimes, how requilite it 1s to call more than one or two 
to counſel, according to the variety of the matters that are debated;and how 
neceflary it is to hold their counſellors almoſt in equal authority : for if one 
of them be ſo great, that the reſt fear him ( as oce was both then and ever 
ſince about Kiog Charles) he is King and Lord in effect, and the Prince him- 
ſelf is evil ſerved, as this King was by his governors, who ſought only their 
own profit and little regarded his, whereby himſelf was the leſs eſteemed and 
the worſe thought of: 
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CHAP, XIII | 
How the King after his return into France forgot thoſe that he left behind him in 
the realm of Naples: and how the Daulphin died, whoſe death the King and 


Duzen muck lamented. 


King was already arrived with his army, a year and two months after 
his departure out of his realm. The caſtles of Naples held yer for him as 
before you have heard, and Monſieur de oniperſier his lieutenant there, 
was yet at Salers: in the realm of Naples with the Prince of Salern: likewiſe 
Monficur 4* Aubigny was yet 11 Calabria where he had done great ſervice - 
notwithſtanding that he had been fick almoſt ever ſince theKiogs departure. 
Mr.Gracian des Guerres was yet allo in PAbrazzo, Dom Julian at Mont ſaint- 
Ange, and George of Suly at Tarente: but they were all in greater diſtreſs than 
1s credible. Beſides that, they could hardly receive any news or letters out 
of France; and thoſe few they did receive, were but abuſes and fair promi- 
ſ:s without eff. For the Kionggas you have heard,diſpatched nothing him- 
ſelf: and if they had been furniſhed in time but of the ſixth part of the mo- 
ney that was ſpent afterward, they had never loſt the realm. But in the end 
when all was yielded, they received forty thouſand ducats only, for part of 
a years pay already paſſed; and yet if this ſmall ſum had come but one 
month ſooner, the miſeries and diviſions they afterward fell into,and the dil- 
honor they received, had never chanced, All the which inconveniences hap- 
ned becauſe the King diſpatched nothing himſelf, neither would give the 
meſſ-ngers audience that came from them, And as touching his ſervants to 
whom he committed the government of his affair : they were men of ſmall 
experience,idle, gnd negligent, and ſome of thewo I think had intelligence 
with the Pope,whereby it maniteſtly appeared, that God had now altoge- 
ther withdrawn his grace from the King,which at his going to Naples he had 
poured down fo plentifully upon him. | 
After the King had ſojourned at Lyons about two months, word 'was 
brought him that the Dauphin his ſon lay at the point of death, and within 
three dayes after that he was dead, which news he took heavily as nature 
would : notwithſtanding his ſorrow ſoon ended, Butthe Queen of France 
and the Dutcheſs of Britain called Ann,lamented the death of her ſon,a long 
time, as much as was poſſible for a woman to do, And I think verily that be- 
ſides the natura] grief that women ule to conceive in ſuch caſes, her mind 
gave her that ſome greater evil hung over her head. The Kiog her husband 
(as I have ſaid) mourned not long, but ſought to comfort her, by cauſing 
certain young gentlemen to dance before her, of the which the Duke of 07- 
leans was one, being of the age of four and thirty years, who ſeemed to re- 
zjoyce at the Daniphin's death, becauſe he was apparent to the crown next 
after the King : for the which cauſe the King and he ſaw not one another in 
a long time after, The Dan/phin was about three years old, a goodly child, 
bold in ſpeech, and no whit fearing thoſe things that commonly children uſe 
to fear. Wherefore (to be plain with you) his fathers ſorrow ſoon ended ; 
for he began already to doubt if this child grew to years, and continued in 
his noble condicions, that happily he might dimioiſh his eſtimation and au- 
thority ; for the King himſelf was a man of very ſmall ſtature and of no 
great ſenſe, but of fo good a nature, that it was impoſhble to find a gentler 
Creature. | Ff 2 Hereby 


[| Returned to Lyozs the year 1495. the twelfth of December, where the 
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Hereby you may perceive in how miſcrable eſtate Kiags andPrinces live, 
who ſtand in fear of their owa children, Kiog Lewis the eleventh who was 
ſo wiſe and vertuous a Prince, ſtood in fear of this King Charles his ſon,but 
he -provided well for it, and afterward died, leaviog his faid fon 
King, being but fourteen years of age. The ſaid King Lewis alſo had 
put Kiog Charles the ſeventh his father 1n fear of him ; for beipg burthir- 
teen years of age, he moved war againſt him with certain noble men 
and gentlemen of the realm, that miſliked thoſe that bare the ſway in 
Court, and governed the eſtate, as King Lewis himſelf hath eftfoons 
told me ; but this broil ſoon ended. Afterward alſo being come to 
mans eſtate, he fell at great variance with his father, and retired him- 
ſelf ivto Darn/phine , and from thence Into Flanders , leaving the coun- 
try of Dauphin to the ſaid Kiog his father, as | have made mention a» 
bout the begidning of this hiſtory written of King Lewis the eleventh, 
Wherefore it is manifeſt that no creature is exempt from trouble, but 
that all men eat their bread in travel and ſorrow, as God promiſed 
us that we ſhould ſoon aftcr he had created man, the which promiſe 
he hath truly performed to all forts of men. But great diverſity there 
is of troubles and ſorrows ; for thoſe of the body are the leſs, and thoſe 
of the mind the greater; the ſorrows of wiſe men are of one ſort,and 
the ſorrow,of fools of another; but much greater grief and paſſion eodur- 
eth the fool than the wiſe man,and Jeſs comfort receiveth he io his ſorrows, 
though many ſuppoſe otherwiſe, The poor man that travelleth and toileth 
his body to get food to ſuſtain himſelf and his children, and payeth cuſtoms 
and ſubſidies to his Prince, ſhould live in too great diſcomfort and deſpair,if 
Princes and great men had nothing but pleaſure in this world , and he no- 
thing on the contrary lide but travel and miſery, But God hath otherwiſe 
diſpoſed thereof; forit I ſhould take upon me to rehearſe the ſundry griefs, 
ſorrows, and paſſions that I have ſeendivers great perſonages ſuſtain,as well 
men as women within theſe thirty years only, a great volum would hardly 
contain them, I mean notſuch great perſonages as Bocace writeth of in his 
book ©, but ſuch as we ſee abound with wealth, and live io health and prof: 
perity 3 yea ſuch as thoſe that have not been converſant with them as I have 
been, would account io all reſpeAs happy : but I have often ſeen their ſor- 
rows and griets ariſe of ſo ſmall occaſions, that they that were unacquainted 
with them would hardly believe it,the moſt part being grounded upon jea- 
Jouſics and reports, which is a diſcaſe that lurketh ſecretly in great Princes 
Courts,and traineth with it iofinite miſchiefs both to their own perſons, their 
ſervants,and all their ſubje&s,and ſo much ſhorteneth their lives, that hard- 
ly anyKiog ofFrance finceCharles the great hath paſſed the age of ſixty years. 
For the which cauſe, when K. Lewis the eleventh approached near to that age 
(being lick of this diſeaſe)he accounted himſelf a dead man.His fatherKing 
Charles the ſeventh, who had done ſo many noble aGs in France, conceived 
an imagination in his ſickneſs, that his ſervants went about to poiſon him, 
and therefore refuſed to receive ſultenayce, Likewiſe his father King Charles 
the fixt was troubled with ſo maoy ſuſpicions, that he loſt his wits, and all by 
reports. And ſure this is the fault greatly to be blamed in Princes, that in 
theſe caſes they cauſe not ſuch matters as concern themſelves (be they of 
never ſo ſmall importance) to be ripped up: which if they did, they ſhould 
not ſo often be troubled with falſe cales, For if they would examine the 


parties the one before the other,l mean the accuſcr,and him that is accuſed, 
no 
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no man durſt report any thing to them that were untrue, But ſome Princes 
there are of ſo doltilh difpolition, that they will promiſe and ſwear to the ac- 
cuſers never to diſcloſe their reports, whereby they are often troubled with 
theſe anguiſhes before-mentioned, and hate and iojure their truſtieſt and 
taithfulleſt ſervants and ſubjeRs, at the pleaſure and upon the complaint 
many tmes of lewd and naughty perſons. | 


CHAP. XIV. 


How the King was advertiſed of the loſs of the Caſtle of Naples: and how the Flo- 
rentines places were ſold to divers men © of the treaty of Atelle in Poville, to 
thegreat damage of the French : and of the death of King Ferrand of Naples, 


HE Dan/phin the Kings only ſon died about the beginniog of the 
year 1496. which was the greateſt misfortune that ever happened 
or could happen to the Kingsfor he never had child after,that lived. 


| But this miſchief came not without company, for at the very ſame time re- 


ceived he news that the Caſtie of Naples was yielded by thoſe that theLord 

of Montpenſter left within it, who were forced thereunto, partly by famine, 

and partly to recover the hoſtages delivered by the ſaid 2/ontpenſier to King 
Ferrand,whoſe names were Monſieur d' Alegre,one of the houſe de 12 Marche 7 496. 
d' Ardain, one called de la Capelle de Loudonnois ®, and one named Fohr Ro- a Before cap. 
quebertin Catelan. They that were within the Caſtle returned by Sea into > 165" 
Frazce. Another great diſhonour and loſs received the King alſo at the ſame pe1/e #4rjou; 
time which was this, Exrragaes,who held the Citadel of P;/a(being the Fort _ - _ 


that keepeth the Town in lubjeCtion, ) delivered the ſaid Citadel to the Pi- ow the places 


ſans contrary to the Kings oath b, who had twice ſworn co the Florentines to be reconciled 
e YVeneti- 


reſtore unto them the ſaid Citadel and their other places, vamely Serzene, ?,- ©: 
. I: ys paid the 
Serzamelle,PietreſanGe,Librefatto,and Mortron,which they had lent him in his mony, for the 


. " Bn” ME . : im 2:ſans were 
oreat neceſſity at his firſt coming into 7ta'y:at which time alſo they gave him hn pt 


ſix{cvre thouſand ducats, whereof there remained unpaid to us but thirty ;eqeen ir : 


thouſand at our return home,as before you have heard. To be ſhort,all theſe oy _ the 
irade e- 


the Florentines places above-vamed were ſold : the Genuois bought Serzaze j;,.5 — the 


2nd Serzanelle of a baſtard of St. Paul c,Pietreſanfte Entragues fold to the / u+ 7iſans pur 
quois 9, and LibrefaGo to the Venetian ©, to the great diſhonour both of the _ bn <god 


King and all his ſubjets,and to the utter loſs of the Realm of Naples, The firlt tjaz; proceai- 


oath the King ſware for the reſtitution of theſe places (as before you have on = -—4 
g , 


heard) w..s at Florence, upon the high Altar of the Cathedral Church of St, Pape Font may 


John : the ſecond in AF at his return, at which time the Florentines lent him 4 This ba- 
aras name 


thirty thouſand ducatrs (to his great need) under condition that if Pi/a were 0 22me, 
reſtored to them, he ſhould repay no part nor parcel of this ſum : but they Guicciar 
would make reſtitution of the jewels engaged to them for it, and lend him - yn 
ſixty thouſard ducats more, which they promiſed to cauſe to be paid then ends 2 
preſently in the Realm of Naples,to the Kings forces there, They offered fur- hay Y 
ther, to entertain continually in the ſaid Realm at their proper coſts and i om 
charges, three hundred men of arms to do the King ſervice till the ſaid con- the Piſuns, 
queſt were fujly.atchieved, ofthe which conditions none were performed, —_— = 


becauſe of this evil dealing above mentioned. Belides that,we were forced money; Guic 


to reſtore the thirty thouſand ducats that they lent us, all the which incon- © r- 
veniences happened through diſobedience and privy whiſpering in theKings 
ear, for ſome of thoſe that were neareſt about him,cncouraged Entragues to 


Ft 3 At 


{cl] theſe places. 
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At the ſelf ſame time within two moneths over or under,in the beginning 
f This Yirgil of this year 1496.the Lord of 340n!penſier,the Lord Virgil Urſin Mr. Camel- 
oo et re ly Vitelly, and the reſt of the French Captains, ſeeing ali thus joft,pur rhe m+- 
ned, whoaf- ſelves into the ficld.& took certain ſmall places, But K Ferrand S>0 of Ring 
ter the Ci'on- 4fphonſe, who was entred into Religion(as before you have h-ard)accun pu 
Cab King nicd with the Marqueſs of Jantna,brotber to the ſaid Moniperſiers wite,ard 
Gharles,turned General of the Venetians,marched againſt them, They found tlc (-1d Atont- 
y f yy tag perſizr lodged ina Town called Ate/le,a place verycommodicus fer pre viti- 
came his ons of victuals, and ſeated on a hill, upon the which our enemies fortificd 
_ and their camp as men fearing the batte}, becauſe the ſaid King Ferrand and his 
FIT” forces had been diſcowfited in all places,as was alſo the Marqueſs of 4arius 
at Fornove where we fought with him. The ſaid Marqueſs the Venetzars had 
lent to King Ferrard with a certain ſum of money, but of ſmall value in re- 
ſpe& of the places they had in gage for it, which were theſe ſix Towns in Po- 
ville of great importance, Brandis,Trany, Galipoli,Crana,Otrante, and Mono- 
poly, the leaft of the which ſince the Kings departure they had won from us, 
Moreover in the faid ſum of money they comprehended the wages of their 
ſouldiers that ſerved the ſaid Ferrand, fo that they hold thele places for two 
hundred thouſand ducats; yea,and now they require the charges they have 
been at in the fortification and defence of them,ſo that I am fully perſwaded 
they mind never to reſtore them : for they uſe not ſo to do,when Towns lye 
commodiouſly for them, as theſe do, being ſituate upon the Adriatich gulf, 
ſo that by means of them they are Lords of the faid gulf, which is one of the 
things they principally defire ; and no marvel,for it is from 01rante (which is 
the very point ofthe ſaid gulf)to Yenzce at the leaſt oine hundred mijes. And 
notwithſtanding that the Pope held certain places alſo upon the ſaid gulf 
intermingled among theſe Yeretiar Towns: yet were all paſſengers forced to 
pay cuſtom to Yerice: wherefore the poſſeſiion of theſe places is more benefi- 
cjal tothem thaa the worid weeneth,” for they receive yearly from thence 
- plenty of corn and oy], which are two necellary things for their pro- 
viſton. 

Ar the ſaid place of Ate/le above-mentioned, our men fell at variance as 
well for their victuals which began now ta diminiſh, as alſo for their pay:the 
ſouldiers were uppaid for eighteen moneths and more, by means whereof 
they had lived in great miſery. To the Almains alſo much was due, but not fa 
much:for all the money that Monſieur de 24onip: offer could levy in theRealnF- 
was paid to them, yet notwithſtanding they were unpaid for a year and® 
more, but they had ſpoiled divers ſmall Towns whereby they were marvel- 
louſly enriched. If the forty thouſand ducats promiſed them had been ſent 

intim-, orif they had kuown they ſhould have received them art Florence, 
this variancz had never hapned, but now they remaincd altogether in de- 
ſpair: divcrs ot our Captains have informed me that if our men would have 
agreed to fight, they were like enough to have obtained the victory : and if 
they had been diſcomfited, yet ſhould not their loſs have been ſo great, as by 
the ſhameful compoſition they made, ontpenſier and Virgil Urſin, who were 
the beſt men of war among them would have fought, and evil hapit was to 
them that they did nor:for King Ferrand brake the compoſition,and put them 
both in priſon, where they miſcrably ended their lives, They laid the blame 
that they fought not up:n Monſieur de Perfi a young Gentleman, of Auverg- 
»e, whom they accurſed as a mutinous Knight, and diſobedient to his Cap. 
tain. You ſhall underitagd that in this Army were two forts of Almrainggthe 
* fir (t 
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firſt were $r-7//ers tothe number of fifreen hundred, whom the K'ng leſc 

there at his departure from Nap/es, the which ſerved faithfully even till the 

hour of death,fo that it was Impoſſible for men to ſerve more valiantly than. 

they did. The other fort were thoſe whom we call commonly Lands Knights, 

(that is to ſay, ſervants of the Countrey ) the which hate naturally the Swiſ- 
ſers, They are of all parts of Germany,as forexample,of the Countreys lyiog 

upon the Khire, and of Swobland, ſome there were alſo of the Countrey of 

Vaulx in Senony 8,and ſome of Gelderland,Thele were tothe number of eight g TheFrench 
hundred newly ſent thithzr with rwo moneths pay, the which beiog ſpent 520et2r 
before they came thither,and ar their arrival there,no new pay being found: oy, meaning 
they ſeeing themſelves in this diſtreſs, declared that they bare us no good =p PEA 
will as the Swifſers do forthey practiſed withour enemies, and turned to tinYalefia 7" 
Kivg Ferrand, for the which cauſe partly, and partly for the divition that; 4*/iorum, 
was among our Captains, our men made a ſhameful appointment with our YMcrevi3ede- 
enemies,the which King Ferrand (ware to keep and obſerve, being forced fo French Sion, 
to do by the Marqueſs of Mantra, who thought thereby to aſſure the perfor. © ihe chick 
of his brother inlaw Monſieur de 340ztpenſiry, yet notwithſtanding the ſaid jc foppoſerh 
Ferrand brake the Treaty,as 3fterward mention ſhall be made moreat large, it ſhould be 
| By the ſaid compoſition they yielded both themſelves and all the Kings 1310.35 
Artillery to their enemies, promiſing further, to cauſe to be rendred all the our Author 


places that the King held inthe Realm, 3s well in Calabria where Monſieur makerh mens . 


". : tion. lib. 5s 
de Aubigny was,as 10 L Abruzz9 where Mr, Gratian des Guerres was,together cap.1. 


with the Towns of Cajetta and Tarente ; under this condition, that King Fer- 
rand ſhould ſend them by Seca into Provence with bag and baggage, which 
was not much worth : but notwithſtanding the compoſition King Ferrand 
commanded them ail to be led to Nep/es, being to the number of five or ſix 
thouſand perſons or more. So ſhametnl a compoſition hath not been made in 
our time, nz:ither do I remember that ever I read of the like, fave that 
which the two Conſuls of Rowe made (as rehearſeth Titus Liviws®) with the þ Decaq. i, 
$49mithsCwhom I {yppoſe to be thoſe of Berevent)at a place called then Far- 1ib.s, 
cale Cauding, which is a certain ftraight in the mountains : potwithſtanding 
the Romans would not agree to the compoſition, but ſent the two Conſuls 
priſoners to their enemies, _ = 
If our force had fought and been diſcomfited, yet ſhould not their lofs - 412d 
have been ſo greatzas by this compolitionzfor two parts of them died ever of !enutius, other 
famine,or of the plapue in their ſhips in the Ifle of Pruſs !, whither they were mn 
ſent from Naples by King Ferrand:and ramely,there died Monſieur de Moznt- poſe it ro be 
pen(izr |.imicit,tome lay of poylcn,cthers of an ague, which I rather believe, rt, " 
AudI think verily that of all this company never returned fifteen hundred 3 $4126 calldt 
for of the Swiſſ:rs which were thirteen hundred, returned but three hundred Preclize or 
and fifty all extream fick. Their faith and loyalty was greatly to be commen. —_—ea dg 4 
ded:for they all choſe rather to die than to ſerve King Ferrand,and fo a num- eth in Sins 
ber of them died iv the ſaid le of Pryſe, ſome ofheat,ſome of ſickneſs, and {2 nor 
— . . ; "Sy" ar Irom Nas 
ſome of famine;for they wer&held there a long time 1a their ſhips,in fuch pe- p1s,nur from 
- pury and lack of victuals,as is almoſt incredible. 1 ſaw them all that return- the Iſle of //: 
ed,efpecialiy the $wyſers,who brought back with them all their Enſigas;aod 715 F2ccnee 
ſure it well appeared that they had endured great miſery ; for they were all 2.novel.s. re- 
ſo extream ſick, that when they came forth of their ſhips to take the air,they goons _ 
were fain to be ſtayed up from falling. It vvas alſo agreed by the ſaid compo- ponze to be 
ſition that the Lord Vireil Urſin ſhould return home to his Countrey in ſafe- — 


ty,and his fon,and all the 1talians that ſerved the King3yet notvvithſtanding þ;throgzuct:, 
the 
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the enemies detained him ſtil],and his ſaid legitimate for alſo ; for he had byt 
one:and as touching his baſe ſon called the Lord Charles(who was a very va» 
liavt Gentleman) certa:n /ralzans of their company ſpoiled him as he repair- 
ed homeward. If this miſery had'fallen but upon them only that made this 
compoſition, they had nct been greatly to be meaned, Immediately after 
King Ferrand had received this honour above-mentioned,and married King 
Ferrand his Grandfathers Gaughter,being a young maid of thirteen or four- 


_ teen years of age, begotten of the King of Caſtles ſiſter that now raigneth, 


(ſo that his wife was lifter to his own tather King Alphonſe) he fellintoa con- 
tizual ague, whereof ſ053n after he died,and the Crown of the Realm deſcen- 
ded to King Frederick (the ſaid Kiog Ferrands uncle) now preſently raign- 


Ing. Ic abhorceth me to write ot ſuch 3 marriage as thisnotwithſtandiog di- 
| vers ſuch have been contrated in this houſe of Arragox within theſe thirty 


years. King Ferrand died immediately after the compoſition above-mentio- 
ned made in the Town of Atele,the year of our Lord 1496. - The ſaid Fer- 
rand during his life, and Dom Frederick allo afteshe came to the Crown,ex- 
cuſed the breach of this compoſition, becauſe Montieur de Xonipenſier had 
not performed the conditions thereof, oor rendred the places promiſed, 
which he could not to ſay the truth, Cajetia and divers others be1og out of 
his power. For notwithſtanding that he were the Kings Lievtenant, yet were 
not they that held theſe places tor the King,bourd to yield them at his com- 
mandment, Although all things well couufidered,the Kivg ſhould have ſuſtai- 
ned no great Icfs,it they had then been yielded;for he ſpent afterward preat 
treaſure in defending and viCtualling themgand yet loſt them in the end, My 
ſclf was preſent three or four times at the diſpatch of thoſe that were ſent co 
victuzsl and ſuccour, firſt the Caſtles of Naples, and. thrice after the Town of 
Cajetta.And 1 think I ſhould not lye it I ſaid that theſe four voyages colt the 
Kiug above three hundred thouſand frauks : and yet all to no purpoule, 


C H AP, XV. 


How certain praftices entertained by divers Noblemen of Italy on the Kings be- 
baif, as well for the conqueſt of Naples, as of the Dutchy of Milan, failed for 
lack of ſending thither : and how another enterpriſe against Genua [ped evil 


alſo. 


HE KXiog after his return from Naples abode at Lyons a long time, 
| | (as before you have heard)holCiog juſts and turnies. It grieved him 
- to loſe the places in Z/aly above-mentioned,which he yer held ; nei- 
ther cared he what treafure he | Aon in defence of them, but he would take 
no pains himſelf in governing his own affairs. Moreover,he was advertiſed 
daily of divers praCtices entertained on his behalf in 1taly, which notwith- 
ſtanding that they were both dangerous and chargeable:yet was he of pow- 
er ſufficient to have atchieved them,becauſe his Realm is populous, and plen- 
tiful of grain ion Proverce and Lazguedoc, and hath alſoa number of other 
wealthy Countreys,where money might have been levied. But if any other 
Prince beſides the King of Fraxce ſhould attend to theſe 7ralian praftices,. 
and adventure to intermeddle in their enterpriſes, he ſhould but undo him- 
ſelf,ſpend his treaſure,and effeCt nothing. For the 1ta/zars neither do nor can 
ſerve but for money,except it be a Duke of 24:/ar,, or one of the greateſt Se- 
niories:but a poor Captaiu be he never ſo well aff=tioned to the ſervice of a 
King of France pretendiog title to the Realm of Naples, or the Dutchy of 243- 
lan, 
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lan, be he never ſo faithful and truſty, yet ſh:1! he not be able to do him ſer- 
vice any long time after his payment faileth , becauf- his men will forſake 
him, and the poor captatn ſhajl be utterly undone : for the greateſt part of 
them live only upon the credit they win by the ſervice of their ſoldiers, who 
are paied by their captain, and he of him whom he ſerveth, which is the 
cauſe why they deſire in Italy nothing but fattions and civil wars, But as 
rouching the praQiſes above mentioned, you ſhall underſtznd that. they be- 
gan before the town of Cajetta was loſt, ro wit, immediately after the King 
perceived that the Duke of 4/an would not perform the conditions of the 
treaty of Yerceil, and continued after the loſs of the ſaid town, the whole 
ſpace of two years after the Kiogs return home. As touching the ſaid Duke of 
Milan,he brake not his promiſe altogecher upon malice and treachery , but 
partly for fear:for he doubted that the King would deſtroy him ifhe obtain- 
ed the realm of Naples: beſides that, he accounted the King a Prince in 
whom was oo conſtancy nor aſſurance. But to proceed, one of theſe enter- 
priſes above m2ntioned, was to invade the Dutchy of Alan after this fort, 
Order was given that the Duke of Orleans ſhould go ro 4ſito enter with a 
good band of men on that fide, whom I ſaw once fo near his departure,that 
his train was already gone, We were ſure. of the Duke of Ferraras friendſhip, 
for he had promiſed to aid us (notwithſtanding that he were the Duke of 
| Milans father in law) with five hundred men ofarms, and two thouſand 
tootmen, which his promiſe uadoubtedly he would have performed, to the 
end he might have d-livered himſelf of the danger he was in, lying juſt in 
the midſt between the Yexetians and the faid Duke : for not long before (as 
I have already made mention)the Yenretians had taken from him the Poleſan, 
and ſought wholly his deſtruQtion ; wherefore he would have preferred his 
owa ſatety and his childrens, before his ſon in laws friendlhip ; yea,and per- 
adventure he thought that the Duke of Milan ſeeing himſelf in this extremie 
ty would make ſome appointment with the King, Moreover, by the faid D, — mo 
of Ferraras means,the Marqueſs of Mantua was become our friend, who late Fenetian: , by 
ly had been and yet was general of the Veretians, but held in great jealou- M< which 
fie of them, and he likewiſe being diſcontented with them, ſojourned with ics - 
three hundred men of arms with his father in law the Duke of Ferrara ; for recovered the 
you ſhall underſtand that he then had, ard yet hath to wife the Dutches of {74% = 
Milans lifter, daughter to the ſaid Duke of Ferrara. Mr. John Bentivoille who they withheld 
governeth Bolonia,and is as it were Lord thereof, promiſed to aid us with an rom him. 
hundred and fifty men of arms,and a good band of foormen, and to ſend to 
the Kings (ſervice two of his ſons,who were captains of certain companies 
of horſemen, and ſuch was the ſeat of his country, that he might have done 
great ſervice againſt the Duke of Milan, The Florentines who ſaw themſelves 
utterly undone(unleſs by large expences they recovered their lofſes)fearing 
to be diſeaſed of Fi/a and the other places above mentioned® ; would have ; gyr you 
furniſhed eight hundred men of arms,and five thouſand foormen upon their muſt under- 
own proper colts and charges,and had already provided their payments for _ _ 
fix months. The Urſezs and the Prefeft of Rowe brother to the Card, SaintPe- ces begin 
ter ad Vincula (lo often before named) being in pay with the K.would have ut Srnvemag 
furniſhed a thouſand meo of arms ; but you ſhall underſtand that their men jg, 
of arms are nct accompanied with archers as ours be, but their wages & ours 
are much alike ; for a years pay of one of their men of arms amounteth to a 
hund:ed ducars, and the wages of oneof ours is double as much becauſe 
of his archers, Theſe mercenary ſoldiers the King ſhou!d have paid, 
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but as teuching theFlorentines they ſhould have paid their forces themſelves. 

The Duke cf Ferrara allo,the Marqueſs of 1/amtna and Bentivoille, offered 

this aid upon their own charge, for they hoped to conquer in the Dutchy of 
lan as much 2s ſhould countervail their cuſt. And if the Duke of 14a had 
b: en ſuddenly invaded by the Duke of Orleans, and all theſe above rehearl- 
ed at one inſtantyhis confederates(namely the YVenetians)could not have fuc- 
coured him {though they would have ſpent all their treaſure 1o his defence) 
before he muſt have been forced to revolt to the King, who would have 


kept thele 7talians in the field along time. And the Dutchy of 24laz being 


once wun,the realm cf Naples wou!d have yielded of it felt. 

The ſtay of this goodly enterpriſe proceeded of the Duke of Orleans,who 
ſuddenly altered his mind the night before he ſhould have departed;for he 
had already ſent before him all things neceſlary for bis perfon, and none re- 
mained to depart but himſelf only,for the army was io readineſs,their wages 
paid them, and they all gone before to4ſt, being to the number of eight hun- 
dred men of arms French, and fix thouſand foormen; among the which were 
tour ffedred Swiſſers. But the faid Duke of Orleans being thus ſuddenly al. 
tered, beſought the King twice, to propound this matter again to his Coun- 


\ fel,aod fo he did,my ſelt being preſent at the debating of it both times, and 


the wholeCounſel concluded that he ſhould goznot one man ſpeaking tothe 
contrary;ootwithſtanding that there were preſent at each time ten or twelve 
Counſcllors at the leaſt. And ſure ſo had it been moſt convenient, conlider- 
ing that we had thereof aſſured our friends in Ztaly above named, allthe 
which had been at great charges , and were in a readioeſs, But the Duke of 
Orlzans beipg preſent at the debating of this matter himſelf, made anſwer (ci- 
ther by the adviſe of ſome one, or for that he ſhunned this enterpriſe, be- 
cauſe he ſaw the King evitdiſpoſed of his body, whoſe heir he ſhould be if 


hedied) that he would never take upon him this voyage for his own parti- 


cular quarre], but williogly by the Kings commandement as his lieutenant , 
with the which anſwer the counſel aroſe. The next day and many dayes af- 
ter, the Embaſladors of Florence and divers others, prefſicd the King earneſt- 
ly to command the Duke to depart. Whereunto the King anſwered, that he 
would never force him to the wars agaioſt his will. Thus was this voyage 
daſhed to the Kings great grief, both becauſe of the great charges he had 
ſuſtained ; and alſo becaule he was in good hope (if it had proceeded) to 


- have been revenged of theD.of 24/ax,coulidering what intelligences he had 
already, and what other intelligences he might have had at that time , by 


means of Mr.Fohn James of Trevoul,licutenant general for him and the Duke 
of Orleans in theſe 1taliarn wars, who was a Milanois born,and very well be- 
loved and friended in his. country,where he had good intelligence with ma- 
by both of his kioſmen and others, This enterpriſe thus failing another ſuc- 
ceeded, yea two or three at a clap againſt Gezrzua ; where the people are c- 
ver inclived to diviſion ; one of theſe enterpriſes was managed by Mr, Bapti- 
fie de Campefourgonſe,who was chief of one of the factions in the town, but 
baniſhed, and his faction of no authority at that time, neither yet the houſe 


of Orie, who are gentlemeo, and they of Foxrgouſinone. The ſaid d'Ories 


take part with the Foxrgoxſer, but none of them may be Duke,becauſe they 
are gentlemep,for no gentleman may be Duke of Gezua ; but this Baptiſte 
had been Duke not long before , and loſt the goverament by the trea- 
chery of his uncle the Cardinal of Genus ,. who of late years put the Seni- 


ory of Gena into the Duke of 24/ar's hands, So that at thjs preſent 
the 
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the A:lornes governed Genus, who In Itke manner are no Gentlemen, but 
have often been Dukes by heip of the Spinoles who are Gentlemen = fothar 
the G-rtilcmen make the Duke of Gezra, but cannot be Dukes themſelves. 
This B2ptiſta truſted that his faction would arile in his favour, buth 11 the 
Town and Countrey, and that the Town being recovered, the foveraignty 
thereof ſhould remain to the King, but he and his faſtion govero,and baniſh 
their enemies. The other enterpriſe was this, divers of S4vonne addrefied 

themſelves to the Cardinal S:. Peter ad Vincula ©, and promiſed to yield the 

Town to him, hoping thereby to recover their liberty ; for they are under 

the Gezuors government,and pay tribute tothem, If we had entred into this 

place, Genua ſhould have been greatly diſtreſſed, the Countrey of Provence 

being in ſubj-<&tion to the Kioggand Savoy wholly athis devotion, Where- 

fore the King being advertiſed of all thele enterpriſes, wrote to Mr. Fohr 

James of Treven! to aid Mr, Baptiſte de Campefourgouſe with force to convey 

him to the gates of Gemya, to ſee whether his faction would ariſe inhis fa- 

vour, And on the other ſide he was ſo earneſtly preſſed by the Cardinal St. 

Ptter ad Vincula, that he ſent other letters at the ſelf ſame time to the ſaid 

Mr. Jobr James, commarding him to lend the ſaid Cardinal men to convey 

him to $avorne - and the like commandment ſent he himalſo by mouth by 

the Lord of Sernon in Provence, who was great friend to the ſaid Cardinal 
and a ſtout talker. Beſides theſe two commandments,came yet a third, which 
' was, that the ſaid Mr, Jehn James ſhould retire into ſome place where he 
might conveniently aid both theſe parties above-mentioned, and yet at- 
tempt nothing agaiuſt the Duke of Ad//ar, nor the treaty of peace made the 
ſummer before with him, which commandment was clean contrary to the 

two former. 

Thus you ſee how great Princes affairs are governed when they under- 
ſtand them not themſelves, but command letters and diſpatch men upon a 
ſuddep,before they hear matters well debated, For as touching the demands 
of Mr. Baptiſte de Campef. and the ſaid Cardinal, it was impeſlible to fatisfie 
th.m both at once, for Baptiſte durſt not go tothe wals of Genua without 
oreat force, becauſe the Town is very populous,and the people well armed, 
and hardy and valiant ſouldiers : wherefore if Mr, Fohn Fames ſhould ar the 
ſame time have lent men alſo to the Cardinal,his Army had been divided in- 
to three companies 3 for part of the force mult have remained with himſelf, 
In the mean time divers bands arrived at Genxazand at Savorne, ſent thither 
by the Duke of lar and the Venetians,who both feared greatly the revolt 
of Genra,as did alſo Dom Frederick and the Pope. | 

Belides theſe two enterpriſes,the ſaid Mr,Fohn Famer had yet a third in his 
head,of his own device,which was this,he would have broken off both theſe 
other enterpriſes, and have marched with the whole force ſtraight againſt 
the Duke of 44lan, and undoubtedly if he had not been countermanded, he 
would have done ſome great exploit. His enterpriſe he was already entred 
into, and had advertiſcd the King thereof, pretending that he could not o- 
therwiſe aid them that ſhould go to Gezxa or Savorre to the enterpriſes a- 
bove-mentioned. Wherefore under colour thereofhe led his Army into the 
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high way between Alexandria and Genya(which was the only way the Duke = 


of Milan could ſend to invade our bands that ſhould go toGeamna and 84- 
vonne) and three or four ſmall Towns he took, which voluntarily received 
him, advertiliog the King that this notwithſtanding, he made no war upon 
the Duke of 14i/an, ſeeing he was forced of neceſlity (for the ſafety of thoſe 
that 
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that ſhonld go to the other enterpriſes)to do as he did:adding,that the King 

could not be ſaid to make war upon the Duke of 241an, for ſ:cking to con- 

quer Genua or Savorne, becaule they were held of him and'tortcited to 

him;but this enterpriſe was daſh:d by the Kings commandment. Furthergrto 
fatisfie the Cardioa), the ſaid Mr. John James lent him part of the Army to 
convey him to Savonze,bur he found the place manned,and thereupon gave 
over his enterpriſe and returned, He lent men alſo to Mr. Baptiſte to convey 
him to Gerxa, who aſſured him that his enterpriſe ſhould take eftfet ; bur 
when he was three or four leagues upon the way, they that accompanied 
him began to be jealous of him, as well the Almains as the trench, wherein 
notwithſtanding that they did him wrong, yet ſure their company being but 
ſmall,ſhould have put themſelves in great daoger,it they had gone to Gena, 
and his faftion had not hapned to ariſe, Thus all theſe enterpriſes ſped evil, 
and the Duke of 24ilar, who had been greatly diſtrc(ſed, if Mr. John James 
had been ſuffered to invade him with the whole force, was now ltrong 3 for 
the Veretians had ſent divers bands to his aid. Whereupon our Army retired, 
our footmen were d:ſmiſled,and theſe little Towns that were taken abando- 
ned;and thus ended theſe wars,fmally to the Kings profit, who conſume ig- 
finite treaſure therein. 


CHAP, XVI 


of certain controverſies between King Charles and Ferrand King of Caſtile, 
and of the Ambaſſadors that were ſent to and fro topacifie them. 


H A T hapned from the Kings return out of 1taly (which was a» 
bout three or four moneths before the end of the year 1495.) 
. my > Four till the beginning of the year 1498. I have already rehearled : 
indeed was for all that ſpacel was reſident in the Court, and preſent at the debating of 
+ ys nM 0. moſt part of thoſe affairs. The King rode about from Lyons to Monlins,aud 
Naples, "ang from Monlins to Towrry holding tournies and juſts in all places, and minding - 
—_— all di- nothing elſe. Thoſe that were of the greateſt authority about him, were ſo 
cats of divided,that more they could not bezfor ſome of them would that the con- 
nony: where- queſt of Naples ſhould (till continue, becauſe their profic and credit depend- 
-w vohr thar Ed thereupon, namely, the Cardinal, and the Seneſchal ®, who governed all 
he had intel- the Kings affairs : on the other fide,the Admiral, who before this voyage had 
nancy wit born all the ſway with the young Kiog, would in any wiſe that theſe 1talian 
though "* . enterpriſes ſhould ceaſe,and travelled to overthrow them, knowing thatthe 
wardly he quelling of them would turn greatly to his profit, and be a means whereby 


ſ « o « . . 
7559 tht he might recover his former credit and authority, and the others fall into 


enterpriſe. difgrace. 
b The Seneſl- Thyg paſſed the Kings affairs about a year ard a half, during the which 


hal ca;me b , . - 
ork ofebe ſpace he ſent Ambaſſadors to the King and Queen of Caſtile, who were in 
ny of N- war with him, and whoſe friendſhip he greatly defired, becauſe they were 
F..1nc4 wo de. Mighty both by ſea and land, And notwithſtanding that they did no great 


France to de- 
mand aid, exploit upon the land, yet had they ſent great aid by ſea to K, Ferrand and 


_— _—_ K. Frederick of Naples : for the 1fle of Szcily is diſtant from Reges in Calabria 
the Realm but a league and a half, ſo that ſome hold opinion It was once firm land 


was loft. with Italy ©, ard that the fea breaking io, made this ſtraight 4 nuw.named 
c As Virgil 

Aneid. lib. 3. 

4 This ſtraight was called in times paſt Fretwm Siculun, in the which are the famous rock of Scy/la and gulf of 


Charybdin 
the 


a GCulcciayr re- 
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the Far * of Meſſe. The ſaid Ile of Sicily was then and yet js, in ſubjeRion * 7h4rus here 
to the Kivg and Queen of Caſtile, who ſent from thence great aid to Naples, med —_ 
as well of great ſhips called Caravels that came out of Spain, as alſo of men, the promon- 
Moreover, in the 1tJe of Sicily it ſelf, a company of men of arms was levied, ,217 549mm, 
the which paſſed into Calabria with a certatn rumber of Genetariesf, and from m.Sne, 
made war upon the Kings forces there, Beſides this, their ſhips were conti- gP%® the very 
nually with the confederates navy, by means whereof, when all their forces ron 
were together, the King was much too weak tor his enemies upon the Sea, 31d Sicily,to 
but otherwile the King of Caſtile endaramaged him not much, ' True it is, pay on mn 
that once a great company of horſemen entred into Loarguedock, and ſpaj- in the night 
led the country, and lodged in it three or four daics; but other exploic did Rough _ 
they none. Then the Lord of Saint Andre in Bowrhbonnois, who defended this ji the 
thoſe frontiers for the Duke of Boxrbon the Kings licutenant in Languedock, fraight is 
attempted to take Sauſſes a little town in the country of Rowjſallon, becauſe x4. "_ 
on that ſide they had invaded the Kings dominions about two years before. f Theſe be 
For you ſhall underſtand, that the King had reſtored unto them the ſaid IS. 
country of Roxſſe/ons, whereof the territorie of Parpiznan is parcel, 1g the med of their 
which this Jiitle rown of Saves 1s ſcituate, His enterpriſe was great and _— 4 
davgerous, forche town was well manned though it were but ſmall, and a LEE 
great number of gentlemen of the King of Caſtiles houſe were withia it 5 be- voyzge to 
fides that, their army beiog ſtronger than ours lay abroad in the fields eg- 7 
camped within a league of the place; yet nctwithſtanding the ſaid Lord of 
Saint Andre lo wiſely and cloſely guided his enterprize, that within ten 
hours he took the town by aſſault, as my felt can witneſs, and at the breach 
were ſlain thirty or forty Spaniſh Gentlemen of mark , among whom was- 
the Archbiſhop of Saint James his ſon, beſides three or four hundred com- 
mon Souldiers. They thought not that the town could have beentaken fo 
ſuddenly; for they underſtood not the feat of our artillery, which undoub=- 
tedly is the beſt in the yvorld. | 
This is all the exploit that was done between theſe two Princes, whereof 
though the effeds were but ſmall, yet great was the ſhame and diſhonour 
the King of Caſtile received thereby, his army beipg lo ſtrong as it'vvas : 
but where God is diſpoſed to puniſh, commonly {ſuch ſmall jcourges run 
before. For the ſaid King and Queen of Caftzte were ſhortly after other- 
wiſe puniſhed, ard ſo were we alſo. But ſure as touching them they much 
ſtained their honour ia violating their ozth given to the King, who had 
dealt ſo bountifully wich them, by reſtoring them the country of Rowſſellon, 
the fortification and defence whereof had been fo chargable to his father, 
who had it in pawn for three hundred thouſand Crowns, which ſum allo 
the King forgave them, all to the end they ſhould not impeach no# hinder 
his voyage to Naples, Moreover, they revewed the ancient league between 
France and Caftile , vvhich is between King and: King , realm and reaſm, 
and man and man of their Subjeas ; ind promiſed not to hinder his ſaid 
conqueſt, nor marry any of their davgixers into Nap/es , England or Flan- 
ders, which {traight offer of marriage proceeded of: themſetves : for a Frier 
Franciſcan, called Frier John de Mauleom, made this overture on the Queen 
of Caſtiles behalf, Y:t all this notwithftanding fo foen 28 they ſaw the war 
begun, and heard that the King was at Rome, they feot Ambaſladorsround 
about to enter into league againſt him, and namely to-Fexice, | being there 
pre{cnt, where the league above-mentioned w:s concluded between the 
Pope, the King of Romans, them , the Senviorie of Ferice , and the —_— 
Go of — 
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of Milan: immediately whereupon they invaded the Kings dominions, al- 
leadging that ſuch a promiſe was not to be performed, meaning the marri- 
age of their children (being four daughters and one ſon) into the houſes 
above-mentioned, which overture notwithſtanding proceeded of them- 
ſelves, as before you have heard. : | 
Put to return to the matter, After theſe wars in 7aly were ended, and all 
- loſt in the realm of Napler ſave Cajetta, which the King yet held when theſe 
treaties of peace began between him and the King aud Queen of Caſtile: but 
con after loſt alſo, and the vvars in the country of Kowſilor being in 
like manner ended , fo that none ſought to endammage other, but each 
party to defend their own : they ſent to king Charles a gentleman accom- 
panied with certain Monks of Moztrferrat,for all their affairs they governed 
by ſuch men, either to ſave charges thereby, or to difſemble by ſuch inſtru- 
- ments with the leaſt ſuſpicion, as for example they did by John de Mauleor 
the Frier Franciſcane above named , who perſwaded the king to reſtore un- 
to them the country of Roxſſilon. Theſe Ambaſſadors at their firſt audience, 
beſought the king to forger the great wrong the king and Queen had done 
_ him. I name alwaies the Queen becauſe the crown of Caſtile moved by her, 
and becauſe her authority was greater there than her husbands : and uo- 
doubtedly this was a very honourable marriage between the king her huſ- 
band and her. Then theſe Ambaſſadors began to rreat of truce, deſiring to 
have all their league comprehended thereto, The overtures they made were 
cheſe : that the kiog ſhould keep the poſſeſſion of Cajetra , and the other 
places he yet held in the realm of Naples,and that during the truce he 'might 
vicual them at his pleaſure. Further, that there ſhould be a place aſſigned 
whither all the Princes of the league ſhould ſend their Ambaſſadors (at the 
leaſt, as many as would) to treat of peace, the which being concluded , the 
faid king and Queen meant to continue their conquelt or enterprize sgainſt 
the ors, and to paſs the ſea out of Granado into Africk, there to invade 
the king of Feſſa who was their next peighbour on that ſide, Notwithſtand- 
iog ſome were of opinion that they meant rather to hold themſelves con- 
tented with that they had already conquered, | mean the realm of Granado, 
which undoubtedly was the greateſt and honourableſt conqueſt that hath 
been obtained in our time; yea ſuch as their predeceſſors were never able 
to atchtieve, AndI wiſh with all my heart for the honour I bear them, char 
they had never moved other war than this, but had faithfully performed 
their promiſe to the king, The king ſent the Lord of Clerienx in Daxlphine 
back into Caſtile with their Ambaſladors,and ſought to conclude a peace or 
truce wherein their confederates {hould not be comprehended:notwithſtan- 
ding if he had accepted their offer made by theſe their Ambaſladors, he had 
ſaved Cajetta,which had been ſufficient for the recovery of the whole realm 
of Naples, conſidering the great favour he had there, The ſaid de Clerienx at 
his returo brought a new overture (for Cajetta was loſt before he entred jn- 
to Caſtile) which was, that the king and they ſhould renew their former an- 
cient league, and attempt between them at equal charges the conqueſt of 
all Zzaly, whereat the two kiogs ſhould be together in perſon : but they ſaid 
they would firſt conclude a general truce, wherein all their league ſhould 
be comprehended, and theo aflign a diet at ſome place in Piemont, whither 
every of their confederates ſhould ſend their Ambaſſadors, to the end they 
might honourably depart from their ſaid league, All this overture as we 
ſuſpe&ed then and underſtood perfeQly afterward, was but meer diſlimula- 
| tlon 
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tion to win time, to the end K.Ferrand while he lived,and afterward Dom hy, 
L 4 fer 0 


Frederick newly crowned King might repoſe themſelves : notwithſtanding I ritjeuud row 
think they viſhed with all their hearts the ſaid realm of Naples to Le their the houſe of 
own, and ſure they had better title to it , than they that poſſeſſed ic 7, But Eg 
undoubtedly the houſe of Arjoas right which the king had was the belt , al- cegree in the 


though to ſay the truth conſidering both the ſeat of the country,and the dil- £19, of the 
; : 9 b 1k WIll 


poſition of the people that inhabic it , methink he hath beſt right to it, that gec/are. 
can getit,for they deſire nothing but alteration. The kiog afterward ſent the © Ticir el- 
above-named de Clerieax back 2gain into Caſtile and one Michael of Gram eq tn 


210nt with him, with certain other overtures. This de Clerienx b:re ſome afs 4/bor 3 
rince OI Por« 


feRion to theſe Princes of Arragon, and hoped to obtain of him the Marqui- eneat. 


fat of Coiron in Calabria, which the king of Spain conquered in the Jaſt voy- 7.nthefe- 
age that his men made thither. The ſaid de Cleriexx pretended title to it,and — of 


he is a good plain dealing man,and one that will eaſily give credit,eſpecially why brake bis 


to ſuch perſonzges as theſe were, At his ſecond return he brought with him neck paſſing a 
| | areer, as 


an Ambaſſidor from the king and Queen, and made his report to the king, j3'<<. Fence 


which was, that they would hold themſelves contented with that part of the tioned in this 
realm of Naples that lies next to Sicily (to wit, Ca/abria) for the right that —— - 


they pretend<d to the ſaid realm,and that the king ſhould ho!d the reſt: and married =. 
farther that the ſaid king of Caſtile would be1o perſon at this conqueſt, and —_— King 
bear equal charges in all things with the king, and indeed he held then and ;, fiir. {1 


yet holdeth four or five ſtrong places in Calabria, whereof Cotron 1s one, ned inthe 
h next chapter, 


which is a good and a well fortified city, I was preſent at this report, which 7 7aapre 
ſeemed unto molt of us but meer abuſe and diſhimulation, Wherefore it was, child-yed. 


determined that ſome wiſe man ſhould be ſent to them to ſound the bottom _— of 
JLER 1 On 


of this cverture, and thereupon the Lord of Beachage was joyned in commil> 1,9 jeir ro 
fion with the former Ambaſſadors: he was a manof deep judgment,and one Mexinilion 
that had been io great credit with king Lewis,and fo is he alſo at this preſent ,,3$% 10 , 


with king Charles his ſon. The Spaniſh Ambaſſador that came with de Cleri- the ſecond 


enx would never avow his report, but anſwered that he thought the ſaid Je 4ugihter:and 
1thur Prince 


Clerieux would not make the report, if the king his Maſter and the Queen of wits ſon 


had not willed him ſoto do; which anſwer cauſed us fo much the more to o_ ny 
- the Seventh, 


ſuſpect their diſſimulation: beſides that,no man would believe that the king ,;; i, 


of Caſtile wou!d go in perſon into Ztaly , or that he either would or could and the 
ourth whom 


bear cqual charges with the king. . ur— 
Aﬀer the ſaid Lords of Bouchage, Clerieux, and Michael! of Gramimont with. here report- 


the reſt cf their collegues were come to the king and Queen of Caſtiles ©th robear 
that tine un- 


court, they lodged them in a place where no man could come to commune ,.;cjeq, ws 


with them,for the which purpoſe alſo certain were appointed to watch their h—_ 
married to 


lodgings, But they themſelves ſpake thrice with them: and when the faid dz 7jugen © 
Bouchage advertiſed them of the report above-mentioned made to the king mam! King 
by de Clerieux, and Michael of Grammont : they anſwered that they would f' 7 —_ 
willingly endeavour themſelves to conclude a peace for the kings honor and lifters bag 

| profit, And as touching the ſaid report, they confeſſed that indeed ſuch band: fo tha: 
ſpeech had paſſed them by way of communication but cot otherwile , wich VE _ 
the which anſwer de Clerienx being diſcontented and not without cauſe, ad- fifters both 
vowed his report to be true for them both, in the preſence of the ſaid F, of ©2vgirers — 
Bonchagez who with the reſt of his companions concluded 2 truce (ihe king c:ptite. The 
having two months reſpit to accept it or refuſe it)wherein their confederates eldeſt davgh- 
were not comprehended, but their ſons in law, and the fathers of their ſons 17,4. the fe. 


in law, namely the Kings of Ro-zan5 and Enpland & (forthe Prince of Wales cond7rcythe 
rad Agtve- 


was at that time very young ) vvere comprehended therein, they had © gs" 
© BZ 2 four fourth Mare 
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240 The Eighth Book of 
four daughters, the eldeſt of the which was a widow,and had been martied 
to the King of Porragals ſon that laſt died, who brake his neck betore her 
as he paſſed a career upon a Ginnet within three months after their marri- 
age, The ſecond and the third were married the one in Flanders, and the 
other in England, and the fourth is yet ro marry, After the Lord of Bou-hage 
was returned, and had made his report , the King perceived that de Clerieux 
had been too credulous, and that he had done wiſcly in ſending du Boxchage 
thither, becauſe he was now aſſured of that which betore ke ſtood in doubr 
of, The ſaid de Boxchage advertiſed him further,that he could effe4 nothing 
but the concluſion. of the truce, the which he had liberty either to accept or 
refuſe at his pleaſure, , The King accepted it, and ſure it ſerved him to good 
purpoſe : for it was the breach of their league which had fo much troubled 
his affairs, and which hitherto he could by no means diſlolve,notwithſtand- 
ivg that he had attempted all waies poſſible, Thirdly, the ſaid de Bouchage 
informed the King, that the King and Queen of Caſtile had promiſed him at 
his departure to ſend ambaſſadors immediately after him, with full authori- 
ty to conclude peace, Laſtly, he told him, that at his departure he left the 
Prince of Caſtle their only fon extream ſick, : 


CH AP. XVII. 
A diſcourſe of the misfortune: that hapned to the houſe of Caſtile,in the Lord of 


Argentons #:zve, 


ved pews from one of the Kings heraulds, whom he left behind him 

in Caflile,to convey the ambaſlage that ſhould come into France; that 

the ſending of the ſaid Ambaſſadors was deferred for a time, becauſe the 

Prince of Caſtile was departed this life, whoſe death the King and Queen 

lamented above all meaſuregeſpeciallythe Queen,who ſeemed liklier to die 

than tolive ; and undoubtedly never was ſuch ſolemn mournivg for apy 

Princes death, as for his through all their dominions : for al! men of occu- 

pation ceaſed from their labour forty daies, as their Ambaſſadors afterward 
advertiſed me, and every man vyas cloathed in thick black Cotton ; fo 

that the Noblemen and Gentlemen covered their Mules therewith down 

ro the knees, 10 ſuch ſort that only their eyes appeared, Moreover, black 

banners were ſet upon the gates of every towo. When theſe pitiful news 

came to the ears of the Lady Aargaret, daughter to the King of Romans, 

fikerto the Archduke of Axſirich, and vvife to the ſaid Prince : ſhe ſud- 

denly fell in travel being gone fix months with child, and vvas delivered 

of a daughter dead boro, Were not theſe grievous tidings to theſe Princes? 

yes undoubtedly, and fo much the more grievous, becauſe they had hither- 

to reigned with ſuch honour, and lived in ſuch felicity, that God ſeemed 

wholy bent to advance them, and the vvorld to honour them, mcre than 

any other Prince living. For they poſſeſſed larger and ampler dominions 

This he Chan any Prince in Chriſtendome(l mean of iohericance *) they had broughe 
ſcemethro their ſubjeCts to dne obedience, and vvere in perfect health as touching 
— rg their perfons. Moreover, they had obtained this goudly conqueſt of Gra- 
was greater, #ado, and cauſed a King renowned through the whole vvorld, to depare 
_—_ was ct out of Taly, ard fail of his enterprize, vvhich they accountea a great mat- 
*heritznce, ter, as did the Pope himſelf alſo, vvho under colour of the ſaid conqueſt 


inheritance» 
of Granado would have given them the title of 21057 Chriſtzar, and tikenit 
from 


4 it ſaid dx Bouchage about ten or twelve dates after his return, recei- 
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from the King of France, ſo far forth that divers letters he ſ-nt them with 
that ſuperfcription. But perceiving many' of. his Cardinals to gainſay it, he 

ave themanother,to wit, the title of oſt Catholick, which continuerh yet, 
and is ſtill like to continue at Rowe. Butin the middeſt of all thefe their. 
good ſucceſſes,hapned this their ſons death, which ſo mach tormented them, 
that it ſeemed fully to countervail all their former honour and felicity. 

Yet was not this their laſt crouble, for their eldeſt davghter whow'they 
loved above all their children next to their ſon the Prince of CaftileTarely 
deceaſed, was forced to depart from them, being affianced a little before the 
ſaid Princes death, to Emanuel King of Portugal, a young Prince lately.come 
ro the crown by ſucceſſion, after the death of the bloudy'King of 'Portwgal 
Laſt deceaſed, who cruelly cauſed to be beheaded his vvives father;and'ſlew 
afterward her brother, being elder brother to this King of Portugal now 
reigning, whom-alſo he held in great fear. He murthered likewiſe with his 
own hand his own brother as he fate at dinner with him, 'io the preſepce of 
his wife, to the end he might make a baſtard that he had his heir. But having 
committed theſe two cruel murthers *, he began to live in great fear and ;ungerftand 
ſuſpicion, and-foon after loſt his only ſon; who brake his neck as before you the _ firſt 
have heard, in paſling a career upon a Gennet : which ſon was this Ladies Mriners. of 
firſt husband now meationed, who married at this preſent the King of -Poy. ther and bro- 
tngal now reigniog,fo that ſhehath been twice married into Portngal,She is a alta dey 
Lady as the report goeth, worthy to be compared in wiſdom and vertue, before heflew 
with the worthieft in the world, But ro proceed in the rehearſal of the mi- = ownbro- 
ſeries that hapned to this houſe of G-ſiile in ſhort ſpace, you ſhall underſtand + 
that this K.and Queen of Caftile ( who had lived in ſuch glory and felicity 
tilt this prefent,'that is to ſayytill the fiftieth, and ſhe till the cwo and fiftteth 
year of their age) had given their daughter in marriage to the K,of Portugal 
tor divers reſpeRs:fir{t to the end they might have no enemy in Sparr,which 
3sall under their ſubjeRion ſave Navarre, whereof alſo they diſpoſe at'their 
pleafure, for they hold four of the ſtrongeſt places in it : ſecondarily, to pa- 
cific by that means the contention that was about the ſaid Ladies dowry and 
her marriage mony ©: thirdly, to benefit thereby certain noble men of Poy- « Underftand 
z#gal cheir triends. For you ſhall underſtand that divers' Lords and Gentle- Þ* _ 
men were baniſhed the realm, and had loſt all their lands by attainture,, at riage. 
the ſanie time that the K. that laſt died put to death the two Lords above- 
mentioned,theWhich attainture ſtood yet in full force: notwithſtanding that 
the only cauſe of their attainture, was for that they had attempted to make 
him K, of Portuzal that now reigneth, Thefe Lords therefore and Gentlemen 
were by means of this marriage recompenſed in Caſtile by the K.and Queen, 
and their lands which they had forfeited in Portxgal by attainture, affipned 
to the Queen of Portugal (now mentioned )daughter to the ſaid King and Q. 
of Caſi:le. But notwithſtanding all theſe conl(iderations,the ſaid King agd Q._ 
repented them of this marriage ; for you ſhall underſtand that thereisno 
nationin the world that the Spaniards hate more than the Portugels ,' fo far 
forth that they difdain and ſcorn them ; wherefore the ſaid King and Queen 
lamented much that they had beſtowed their daughter upon a man that 
ſhould not be beloved in the realm of Caſtle and their other dominions: and 
if the marriage had been then unmade, they would never have madeit,which 
undoubtedly was a great corroſive to them, yet nothing ſo great as this,that 
ſhe ſhould depart from them. Notwithſtanding, after all their ſorrows end- 
ed, they led their ſaid daughter and ſonia law through all the chief cities 


Geg 3 of 


- o a 
"9-2 © PII on Am mnt ee nes > oo = BBD, no i BREE or een EIT IIA oo OUT ET ARE 


342 The Exghth Book: of 
of their realm, and made the ſaid King of Portzgal to be received for theit 
Prince, and their daughter for Princeſs, and proclaimed them their ſucceſ- 
ſors after their death.Some comfort they received after all theſe ſorrows,for 
they were advertiſed that the ſaid Lady Princeſs of Cuſtile and Queen of 
Portngal was great with child ; but this joy proved 1n the end double 
grief, ſo that I thipk they wiſhed themſelves out of the world: for this Lady 
whom they ſo tenderly loved and ſo much -(teemed, died in travel of the 
Bur the ch;1g Taid child, not paſt a month agone, and we are now in OGober in the year 
died alio af- 1498,but the child liveth 4 and is called Emanze! after his fathers name, All 
rerward, and theſe, great misfortunes hapned to them in the ſpace of three months, 
= ownot , Nowto return-to-the eſtate of France, You ſhall underſtand that about 
ded to Fane fouror five months before the ſaid Ladies death, a great misfortune hapned 
= 1m wy alſo-in.this realm : I mean the death of Kiog Charles the Eighth, whereof 
wife to Fbilip hereafter you ſhall hear at large. It ſeemed therefore that God beheld both 
Duke of 4 theſe houſes with an apgry countenance, and would not that the one realm 
—_— ſhould ſcorn the other. For although the death of a Prince ſeem but a trifle 
the Ewperor to many, yet it is ſure far otherwiſe : for change of the Prince never hapneth 
= oe he _ in aoy realm, but it traineth with it great ſorrows and troubles; and not- 
ſhall-vnder- withſtanding that ſome gain by it, yer an hundred fold more loſe, becauſe at 
Rang emeront ag alteration men are forced to chang their manner and form of living : for 
= "Filed that that pleaſeth one Prince, diſpleaſeth another, Wherefore (as before I 
him here :for have faid)if a man well conſider the ſharp and ſudden puniſhments that God 
this Princes hath laid upon great Princes withio theſe thirty years, in France,Caſtile,Por- 
Emanuel, as Itugal, England,Naples,Flanders, avd Britain,he ſhall find that they have been 
—_— heavier and grievouſer than hapned in two hundred years before: and who« 
Michael, ac- Toever would take in hand to diſcourſe upon all the particular misfortunes 
verdingys 2]! that my ſelf have ſeen, and in a manner known all the perſons as well men 
oh ory wank as women to whom they have hapned, ſhould make thereof a huge volume 
both of Spain and that of great admiration, yea though it contained only ſuch as have 
and Portugal. (hanced within theſe ten years. By theſe puniſhments, the power of God 
ought to be the better known, for the plagues he poureth down upon great 
perſonages are ſharper,grievouſer, and endure lovpger than thoſe he ſendeth 
to the poorer ſort, To conclude therefore,methiok all things well weighed, 
that Princes are in no better eſtate in this world than other men,if they con- 
ſider by the miſeries they ſee happen to their neighbours what may happen 
to themſelves, For as touching them they chaſtiſe their ſubjeRs at their plea- 
ſures,and God diſpoſeth of them at his pleaſure, becauſe other than him they 
have none over them : but happy is the realm that is governed by a Prince 
that is wiſe and feareth God and his commandements. | 
I have briefly rehearſed the misfortunes that hapned in three months ſpace 
to theſe two great and mighty realms, which not long before were ſo jofla- 
med the one againſt the other, ſo buſied in enlarging their dominions, and 
ſo little contented with that they already poſleſſed. And notwithſtandivg 
that alwales ſome (as before I ſaid) rejoice at changes, and gain by them : 
yet at the firſt (even to them) the death, eſpecially the ſudden death of their 


Prince is very dreadful and dangerous, 
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CHAP. XVII. 


of the ſumptuous building King Charles began a little before his death : of the 
great deſire he had to reform the Church and himpelf, to diminiſh his revenues, 
and 19 redreſs the proteſſes of the law : and how he died ſuddenly in this good 


ind in his Cafile of Amboile, 


return to our own particular ſorrows and troubles in France, which not- 
. withſtanding were pleaſant news happily to.thoſe that gained by them. 
I will write of the ſudden death of King Charles the Eighth , who being in 
his Caſtle of Am#boife, had begun the ſumptuouſeſt buildiog, both in the Ca- 
{tle and the town, that any Kiog took in hand theſe hundred years, as ap- 
peareth by the Towers, up to the whichmen ride on horſeback, and by the 
foundation laid jn the town, the platfgnms whereof were drawn of ſuch ex- 
quiſiteneſs, that they welldeclared it tobe a work of marvellous charge , 
and that could not have been finiſhed, ig-loog time. For you ſhall under- 
ſtand, that the K, had brought with him» from Naples, many excejlent work- 
men in all kind of arts, eſpecially Gravgrs and Painters, and ſure it ſeemed 
by the foundation, an enterprize of a:young King that thoughe. not to die, 
but hoped of long life : for he joynedytagether all the goodly+ things that 
were commended to him, were theyjin Frazce, Italy, or Flanders. Further, 
he continued ſtill defirous to return into Z/aly, and confeſſed that he had 
committed many errors in his voyageShither , and oftentimes rehearſed 
them, determiniog if his fortune were to return again ard recover his loſles, 
to give better order for the. defence of the country, The recovery alſo 
whereof (becauſe he had great intelligencein all places) he purpoſed to at- 
tempt, and to ſend thither fifteen hundred men of arms, 7talians, under 
the leadiog of the Marqueſs of A/antua, the Urſtzs,the Vitelies,and the Pra- 
feh of Rome brother to the Cardinal Saint Peter ad Vincula, Moreover, 
Monſieur d' A#bigny who had done him ſo great ſervice in Calabria, was rea- 
dy to take his journey towards Florexce; for the Florentines offered to bear 
the half of theſe charges for ſix months, to the end the King with theſe for- 
ces above-mentioned, might firſt take J4ſa ©, at the leaſt the ſmall places a» ,,,, 
bout it, and then altogether enter into.the realm of Naples , from whence rothe end he 
meſſengers came daily to him, Alexander the Pope that nowis, practiced Tightdeliver 
with him, and offered to become his perfe@ friend ; for there was a breach __Y 
between him and the Yeretians, ſo far forth that he ſent a ſecret meſſenger 
into France, whom my ſelf conveyed into the Kings chamber a little before 
his death. The Yenetians were ready to prattiſe againſt Milan: as touching 
Spain, you have heard how it was affeQted to him. The K. of Romans delired 
pothiog ſo muchas his friendſhip, and that they two might joya their forces 
together,to recover that which appertaineth to them in Naly:for the ſaid 244- 
ximilian was great enemy to the Vexetians, becauſe they withhold divers , H__ 


things both from the houſe of Axſtrich (whereof he is heir) and alſo from 91g from tte 
the Empire #. | houſe of Au- 
Moreover, the King was well diſpoſed a little before his death to lead his 7 —_— 4 
life according to the commandements of God, toreform all abuſes in the Fur, and 
law and the Church, and to diminiſh his receits and revenues, purpoling to DD 
levy of his people only twelve hundred thouſand franks over —”- and Ferome, 
Is 


[| Will here ceaſe further to diſcourſe of the affairs of 1taly and Caſtile,and 
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demains, which ſum the three eſtates granted him by way of ſubſidie at Tow- 
ers 3t his firſt coming to the crown,and this mony he meant to imploy vpun 
the defence of the realm. But as touching himſelt he would have lived upon 
his derjeans, according tothe manner of the ancient Kings of France,and i 
might he well have done : for the demeans are great, -yea ſo preat, if they 


were well ordered, that they ſurmoubta million.of Franks, certain cuſtoms 


and ſubſidies being annexed to them. It this his -determination-had t:ken ef- 
fe&, he ſhould thereby much have eaſed his people, who pay at this 
preſent above two millions and a half of Franks by way of ſubfidie. More- 
overhe rook great pains in reformivg the abuſes of the order of St. Benner, 
and other orders of religion : he called near about him holy religious meo, 


and often heard theth preach : he would willingly have brought ts paſs if he 


could, that a Biſhop ſhould have'had'but one Biſhoprick, and a Cardinal bur 
two, and that the Clergy ſhould have'been reſident upon their benefices-: 
bur it had been a hard matter to-reform the Church-men. He gave great 
als to poor people alittle beforehi> death, as his confeſſor the Biſhop 9 


Angers (who was a worthy Prelate informed me, Laſtly , hehad builf a 


piblick atidiepce where himſe]f heard-the ſuits of all men, eſpecially of the 
poor, ahd diſpatched many natters? my ſelf ſaw hitn in this place two hours 
together but eight daies before his death, which was the laſt time that ever 
t faw him: no matters 6f great importance were-diſpatched'there, but by 


this nicans he held men in fear, efpecially his officers, ſome alſoof the which 


he difplaceds for extortion and bribery,  '- | 

But'the eight day of 4pri/,the year 1498,upon Palm-ſunday eaven,theKing 
being in this glory as touching-thenvorld, and in this good mind toward; 
God : departed out of the chamber of: Queen A»xe Dutcheſs of Britair his 
vvife, leading her with'him to ſee the Tennis-players in the trenches of the 
Caſtle, whither he had never led her before, arid they two entred together 
into x gallery, called Haznelebacs' pallery,becaule the ſaid Hagquelebac had in 
tines paſt held watch and ward in it; lt was the uncleaneſt place about the 
Caſtle, for every man made water there, and the entry into it was broken 
down : moreover,the King'as he entred,knoeked his brow againſt the door; 
notwithſtanding that he were of very fmall ſtature, Afterward he beheld a 
great while the. Tennice-playiog , talking familiarly with all men. My ſelf 
was not preſent there, but his ſaid'\xenfeſſor the Biſhop of Angers, and thoſe 
of his chamber that were neareſt about him , have informed me of this [ 
write: for as touching my ſelf, I was gone home eight daies before to my 
houſe.The laſt word he fpake being in health was,that he hoped never after 
to commit deadly fin, nor vemnial if he could : in utteriog the which vvcrds 
he fell backward and loſt his ſpeech, about two of the clock at afternocn, 
and abode in this gallery till eleven of the clock at night. Thrice he recove- 
red his ſpeech, but it continued not with him, as the ſaid confeſlor rold me, 
who had ſhriveo him twice that week, once of ordinary, and once for thoſe 
that came to be cured of the Kings-evil, Every man that liſted entred into 
the gallery, where he lay upon an old mattreſs of ftraw, from the which he 
never aroſe till he gave up the ghoſt, fo that nine -bours he continued upon 
it. The ſaid Confeſlor who was continually by him told me, that all the three 


x 


. _ times he recovered his ſpeech he cried ; My God , and the glorious V:rgin 


Mary,Saint Claude,and Saint Blaſe help me, Thus departed out of this world 


.. this mighty puiſſant Prince in this miſerable place, not being able to recover 


one poor chamber to dic in : notwithſtanding that he had ſo many govdly 
houſes, 
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houſes, and built one ſo ſumptuous at that preſent, Theſe two examples a- 
bove rehearſed declare the greatneſs of Gotts power , and the ſhortneſs and 
miſery of mans life, which traineth with ic great cares, for the purchaſing of 
worldly goods and honours, and ſhew withal that death is common to all 
mev, the which a Prince can no more avoid than a poor plowman. 


CHAP. XIX. 


Hew the holy man, Frier Hierom, was burned at Florence by the procurement 
| of the Pope, and of divers Florentines and Venetians Bis enemies. 


there was at-Florence a Frier Jacobin called Hierom, who had been re- 
fident there the ſpace of fitteen years; being a man famous for his holy 
life, and vvhom my feif ſaw. and communed witch jo the year of our Lord 
1495. The ſaid Frier as above is mentioned foretold divers things, and af- 
firmed alwaies that the King ſhould paſs over the mountains into Zaly, and 
preached ſo openly, ſaying, that he underſtood both this and all the other 
things vvhereof he ſpake by revelation, He ſaid further, that the King was 
choſcn of God to reform the eſtate of the Church vvith the ſword, and to 
chaltice Tyravts. But becauſe he affirmed that he underſtood theſe things 
by revelation, many murmured againſt him, and he procured himſelf the 
diſpleaſure of the Pope, and of divers others in the town of Florence. He 
led the holicſt life that any man could lead, as appeared both by his con- 
verſation,and alſo his ſermons, wherein he preached againſt all kinds of vice, 
fo that he reformed the looſe lives of many in the ſaid city. But in this year 
1498, about the {elf ſame time that King Charl:s ended his life, died alſo 
this Frier Hierozz, vvithin four or five dales the one of the other, The cauſe 
vvhy 1 vvrite this unto you, is, for that he-preached alwaies openly that the 
Kiog ſhould return again into Ttaly,to execute the commiſſion that God had 
givei him, vvhich vvas to reform the Church by the ſword, and to chaſe 
Tyrants out of the couutry 3 and that in caſe he did it not, God vyould pu- 
niſh him cruelly; and all his former ſermons, and all that he made ar this 
preſent he put forthin print, and they are tobe ſold. This threatning that 
he uſcd againſt the King, ſaying that God vvould puniſh him cruelly uoleſs 
he returned: the ſaid Frier writ alſo divers times to him before his death, 
and the like told he me vvith his own mouth, vvheo I ſpake with him ar 
our retura out of 7a'y, ſaying, that God hath pronounced ſentence againſt 
the Kiog in heaven, uoleſs he executed that which he commanded him, apd 
re{trairzed his men trom ſpoil, Now you ſhall underſtand,that about the time 
of the Kings Geath, the Floventines were at great variance within the City ; 
ſome deli:ed the Eings return, and vvaited daily for it, becauſe of the great 
hope Frier Hierozz gavethem thereof; but in the mean time they conſu- 
med themſelves acd vvaxed marvellous poor, by reaſon of the great char- 
ges they ſuſtained in hope to recover P;/z,and the other places that they had 
put into the Kings hands,vvhereof the Venetians held Piſa, But other ſome 
gave advice totake part vvith the league , and utterly to abandon the 
King, ſaying that they vvere abuſed, that it vvas folly ro look for his return, 
and that FrterHzerom was an heretick,and a vvhore maſter and that it vvere 
2Ims:to put him jnto a ſack, and throw niminto the river; Lut he vvas fo 
friended 


j Have told you before in this diſcourſe. of our voyage to Naples; that 
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friended in the town, that they durſt not attempt it, The Pope alſo and the 
Duke of 44i1an writ often agaiolſt this Frier, offering the Florentines to cauſe 
Piſe and their other places to be reſtored ther, if they would depart from 
their league with the Kiog, and take Frier Hierowy and puniſh him. And by 
chance at that preſent a new Seniory was choſen in Florence, whereof many 
were enemies to this Frier, For you ſhall underſtand that the ſaid Seniory 
changeth at every two months end, Wherefore the ſaid Hieroms enemies 
ſuborned a Frier Franciſcan to pick a quarrel to him and call him Heretick, 
2ffirmiog that he abuſed the people, in ſaying he underſtood aby thing by 
revelation : for proof whereot he offered himſelf to the fire, and theſe 
words he ſpake before the Seniory. Frier Hzerom would not 1 any 
to the fire, but a companion of his ſaid,that he would enter into there for 
him : and then another companion of the Frier Franciſcans preſented hin» 
ſelf on the other fide : whereupon a day was afligned when they ſhould en- 
ter into the fire. Upon the which they both came accordingly,accompanied 
each of them with his covent; but the Facobin brought the Sacrament in 
his hand,which the Friers Francz/cans and the Seniory alſo commanded him 
to lay dowogwhich he refuſed to do: wherefore they returned again to their 
coveuts, Then the people moved by the ſaid Frier Hieroms enemies, went 
with the Seniories commiſſion and rook him, with two others of his com- 
panions in his covent, and at the very firſt wracked him cruelly ; they flew 
alſo the chiefeſt Citizen in the towp, called Francs Vallorie, becauſe he was 
the ſaid Friers great friend, Moreover, the Pope ſent his commiſſion, 
whereby heauthorized them to make their proceſs; ard in the end they 
burned them all three. They charged him with clreſe two potats only ; firſt, 
that he raiſed diſcord in the town : and ſecondarily, that he underſtood by 
his friends of the Counce], all that he vaunted to know by revelation, For 
my part I will oeither accuſe them, nor excuſe them for this deed ; neither 
know 1 whether they did well or evil, in putting him to death : but ſure he 
told many things that proved true, which he could not receive from the 
Councel of Florence. And as touching the Kipg,avd the evils he faid ſhould 
happen to him , they came to paſs as he propheſied : for firſt he told him, 
of the Da#ulphin his ſons death, and after of his own as my ſelf can witneſs; 

forTI have ſcen the letters he writ thereof to the King. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. / | 
of the obſequies and funerals of King Charles the eighth, and of the coronation 
of King Lewis the twelfth, hw ſucceſſor, with the genealogies of the Kings of 
France continuing to the ſaid Lewis, | 


7} "HE Kiogs diſeaſe was a Catarre or an Apoplexie : his Phyficians ho- 
ped it would have fallen down into one of his arms, the loſs whereof 
they ſomewhat doubted, but feared no whit any danger of dearh : 

notwithſtanding the contrary to their expectation hapned, He had four Phy- 

ficians,but gave credit only tothe worſt of them, and that fo great, that the 
others durſt not utter their minds : for they would gladly have purged him 
four daies before he died, becauſe they ſaw in his body the occafions of bis 
death, Every man ran to the Duke of Orleans, who was to ſucceed him as 
next heir to the Crown, But King Charles his Chamberlains cauſed him to 
be richly buried, and immediately after his death began ſolemn ſervice for 
him, which continued both day and night: for when the Cannons ended,the 

Friers Franciſcans began ; and when they ended the Bons-hommes *, Which a This wasan 

was an order founded by himſelf; his body remained at Az#boiſe eight daies, metry 

partly in his chamber, which was richly haoged, and partly in the Church. þy the King, 

All fotemnities belonging to his funerals, were more ſumptuous than ever 

were any king of Fraxce : for his chamberlains, officers, and thoſe that were 

near about him,never departed from his body till it was laid in the ground, 
which was about a month after his death, all the which ſpace this ſolemn 
ſervice continued ; ſo that the charges of his funeral amounted to five and 
forty thouſand franks, as divers of the receipt have informed me, I arrived 
at Amboi/e two daics after his death, and went to ſay my prayers over his 
body, where I abode five or ſix hours, And to ſay the truth, I never ſaw fo 
great mourning and lamentation, nor that continued fo loog for any Prince 
as for him : and no marvel; for he had beſtowed upon thoſe that were near 
about him, namely his chamberlains, and ten or twelve gentlemen of his 
privy chamber,greater offices and gifts than ever did king of France,yea,too 
great to ſay the truth. Beſides that , he was the mildeſt and courteouleſt 

Prince that ever lived; for I think he never gave foul word to any man : 

wherefore ina better hour could he not die, both to leave his fame behind 

him 1n hiſtories, and to be bewailed of thoſe that ſerved him. And I think 
verily,that my ſelf am the man whom of all other he uſed roughlieſt,but be- 
cauſe [ knew it to be the faulr of his youth and not to proczed of himſelf, 

I could never love him the worſe for it. | 
Aſter I had ſtaied one night at Amboiſe.] went to the new king, with whom 

1 had been more familiar than any man : and further, for his ſake had ſu- 

ſtained all my troubles and loſſes, which now he ſeemed litcle to remember : 

notwithſtanding with great wiſdom he took poſſeſſion of the crown, for he 
changed no penſions that year, though half the year were yet to come, nei- 
ther diſplaced many officers, but ſaid that he would maintain every man in 
his eſtate ; whereby he wan great honour. Moreover, with all ſpeed poſſible 
he went to his coronation, whereat my ſelf was preſent. And theſe that follow 
repreſented the Peers of France. The firſt was the Duke of Alengon, who re- 
preſented the Duke of Burgundie; the ſecond the Duke of Boxrbor, who re- 
preſented the Duke of Normandie ; the third. the Duke of Lorraine, who 
repreſerited the Duke of Guienne, The firſt Earl was Philip Lord of 


Ravaſiaine, 
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Ravaſtaine, vvho repreſented the Earl of Flanders; the ſecond Engilbert of 
Clever, vyho repreſented the Earl of Champain ; the third the Earl of Foix, 
vvho repreſented the Earl of Thorovze, And the ſaid King Lewis the twelfth 
now reigning, was crowned at Reims the 27 of May, the year 1498, and is 
the fourth that hath come to the Crown by collateral line. The two firſt 
were Charles Martell, or Pepiz his ſon, and Hugh Capet , vvho vvere both of 
them Maſters of the pallace or governours of thoſe Kings, vvhom they de- 

ſed from the Crown,vvhich afterward themſelves uſurped ; the third was 
King Philip of Valczs; and the fourth the King that now reigneth : but theſe 
two latter came to the Crown by juſt and lawful title. The firſt genealogy 
of the Kings of France beginneth at Aeronee + two Kings had reigned in 
France before the ſaid Meronee, namely Pharamond, vvho was firſt choſen 
King of France (for his predeceſſors vvere called Dukes or Kings of Gaule) 
and his fon Claxdio, The ſaid Pharamond vvas choſen King the year of grace 
420, and reigned ten years, and his fon Claudzo eighteeo, ſo that theſe two 
Kivgs reigned cight and twenty years: and Meronee who ſucceeded next 
next after, was not ſon, but couſin to the ſaid C/audio. Wherefore it ſeemerh 
that the right line of the Kings of France hath failed five times : notwith- 
ſtanding (as before I ſaid) men begin the firſt line at Jeronee, vvho vvas 
crowned king in the year of our Lord 448, from the which time to the Co- 


_ ronation of king Lewis the twelfth are numbred 1050 years, But if you 


reckon from Pharamond, you muſt add eight and twenty more,which make 
1078 years years fince there was firft kiog of France. From Meronee to the 
reign of Pepizx (when the line of the ſaid Aferonee failed) /are numbred 333 
years. From Pepin to Hugh Capet reigned the true line of the ſaid Pepir,and 
Charlemaine his ſoo, the ſpace of 237 years. The right line of Hugh Capet 
reigned 339 years, and ended in king Philip of Yalois : and the right line of 
the ſaid king Philip of Yalois continued till the death of king Cher/es the 
eighth, which hapoed in the year of our Lord 1499, The faid kivg Charles 
was the laſt of this line,the which had continued 169 years,during the which 
ſpace thele ſeven Kings reigned in France, Philip of Valois, King Fohn,Charles 
the fifch, Charles the ſixth, Charles the ſeventh, Lewis the eleventh, and 
Charles the eighth, in whom the right line of Philip of Yalots ended. 
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